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REPORT
OP

THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. 0., August 27, 1892.
SIR I have the honor to submit this the sixty-first Annual Eeport of
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (my fourth report).
:

POLICY OF CITIZENSHIP.
The Government has a

well-defined policy of dealing with the InThis policy is the outcome of more than a century of experience
and of a vast amount of discussion. While it is necessarily open to
objections, and while it will fail in many respects to fully meet the expectations of the Mends of the Indians, it is the least objectionable plan
that has yet presented itself as a solution of the difficulties of the situSo far as I now see, the only methods that have presented themation.
selves for consideration in competition with the one adopted by the
Government are the following
1. It has been proposed, even seriously, that the whole mass of Indians should be taken and distributed through the Eastern States, only
one or two in a place, in order that they might thus come into vital
contact with our civilization and be metamorphosed into Americans.
The practical difficulties of a scheme like this are so many as to render
it absolutely impossible of execution.
Indeed a mere statement of it

dians.

:

reveals its chimerical character.
2. Of course it is possible to continue the present reservation system
and the exercise of guardianship over these people in the future as in
the past, for an indefinite period to come. The objections to this, however, are many and vital. The agency and reservation system has possibly accomplished some good in the past, and it has, at present, the
possibility of benefit during the transition period, but certainly no wise
man who understands the situation would venture even to 'suggest

that the system should be

made permanent.
5
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promotion of their own interests, as well as to those persons generally
who know the full meaning and worth of the ballot. Already, in numerous cases that have come under my personal knowledge, Indians,
by reason of the fact of their citizenship, have acquired a standing in
a community which has been denied them heretofore ; and those among
whom they live whose interests may be affected for weal or for woe by
the ballot which they cast become desirous that they shall be fitted for
their new duties. In this respect certainly the mere fact of citizenship becomes immediately helpful to the Indians, or at least may

do

so.

The

fact remains, however, that citizenship is a great privilege and
a solemn responsibility, and ought not to be conferred upon the unworthy or the incompetent. I look with extreme solicitude upon the
future of some of those who have already become citizens, but who
have not had the advantages of education, and who seem indisposed to
allow their children to be sent to school.
It is necessary to bear in mind that the condition of the Indian differs
essentially from that of the average foreigner who comes among us and
becomes naturalized. In the first place, foreigners who come to our
shores in most cases have inherited the advantages of old civilization,
and while in some instances they are themselves rather poor representatives of the civilization from which they come, they are nevertheless
predisposed in favor of the essential elements that enter into American
life.
It is only necessary to allude to the fact that multitudes of those
who come to us from England, Germany, and Scandinavia are persons
of liberal culture, and are prepared to enter at once into competition
with those whom they meet here in their varied walks of life on terms

of equality.

Then, again, our civilization being a composite, transplanted to this
continent from different parts of Europe, the foreigners who come to us
find at once a point of contact with those who have preceded them

from their native country, with whom they almost immediately enter
into sympathy, from whom they derive help, and with whom they more
or less fully assimilate.
It is entirely different with the Indians. They do not represent civThey are not in sympathy with us generally. There are no
such points of contact between them and our own people, and it is, con-

ilization.

sequently, a task of vastly greater proportions to assimilate them than
an equal number of persons from almost any country in Europe.
Besides this, which is a matter of special importance, the children of
foreigners, by virtue of the fact that for the most part they settle in
the midst of well-established communities, are admitted at once, and

it is

ndeed are forced by public opinion, in most cases, into either public or
private schools, where they acquire a knowledge of the English language
and become associated with American youth, being taught by American teachers, so that they become fitted for the duties that devolve
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upon them as citizens. It is, however, not so with the Indians.
Many of them are gathered in large settlements where there are very
few white people and where, as yet, there are no public schools to which
their children can go, and where there is no public sentiment in behalf
of the education of Indian children. In many cases, indeed, their children are excluded by public sentiment from the public schools,' and unless they attend those provided by the Government they can attend
none, and consequently will grow up ignorant of their privileges and in-

capable of performing their duties.
For these reasons, I can not too strongly express my earnest
tion that the work of education should keep far ahead even of
allotting lands, lest the allotment of lands and the conferring
zenship prove not only a detriment to the Indians themselves,
some cases at least, work harm to the community.

convic-

that of
of

citi-

but, in

MODIFICATION OF AGENCY SYSTEM.
I believe it is entirely feasible and very desirable to modify the
agency system and prepare the way for its complete abolition by placing
the agency affairs, in certain cases, in the hands of school superintendents.

The act making appropriations for the Indian service for the year
ending June 30, 1893, provides for the abolition of the agency for the
Eastern Cherokees in North Carolina, and places in the hands of the
superintendent of the school, the duties which have heretofore devolved
upon the agent, and thus inaugurates a system which, I think, is capable
of wide application.
There are several agencies where the Indians have already made
great progress; where they have either taken their lands in severalty
or are on the point of doing so; where the idea of citizenship has become quite familiar, and where by a little careful oversight, assistance,
and advice, such as could be given to them by an intelligent school
superintendent, they could soon be thrown entirely upon their own resources. At the same time they would not be left wholly to themselves, and would be thus gradually prepared by experience for the full
duties of citizenship and the responsibilities of individual activity.
The power of the agent in cases where land has been allotted as,
Sissetons, the Yanktons, the Nez Perces, and
limited
indeed. Those under him are no longer his
very
but
citizens
of
the
United States. He can not maintain an
subjects,
Indian police force or exercise any of the autocratic power to which he

for instance,

elsewhere

among the

is

was accustomed when they were

still

merely wards of the nation.

He

agent, therefore, in large part only in name, having the shadow of
his office rather than its substance. To entirely discontinue the agency,
however, and leave the people who have so long been accustomed to
is

paternal guidance to their
great hardship.

own

resources would, in

many

cases,

work

10
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By placing the superintendent of the school in charge of affairs,
transferring to him something of the duties that have devolved hitherto
upon the agent, and constituting him their chief counselor, director, and
leader, the Indians would be spared many of the evils that might result
from too hasty an abolition of the agency system. At the same time

there would be the doing away of the agency proper and the saving of
the expense connected with it.
The superintendents of the large agency boarding schools are gener-

men of high personal character and large business capacity. Many
them are under bonds, are fully competent for the discharge of what*
ever duties would devolve upon them as agents, and in many cases
could fulfill them without materially interfering with their work in the
schools. This plan would make the school rather than the agency the
center of the Indians' thoughts, hopes, and life would bring them into
close relationship with these institutions of learning, and would thus
dignify the cause of education and hasten the promotion of intelligence
ally

of

5

among them.

ABMY OFFIOEES AS AGENTS.
The Indian bill of July 13, 1892, contains the following proviso regarding the appointment of Indian agents
:

Provided) That from and after the passage of this act the President shall detail
officers of the United States Army to act as Indian agents at all agencies where vacancies from any cause may hereafter occur, who, while acting as such agents, shall
be under the orders and direction of the Secretary of the Interior, except at agencies
where, in the opinion of the President, the public service would be better promoted

by the appointment of a

civilian.

Army officers for civilians with
be
in mind that the work of an
borne
grave apprehension.
He is an administrator in
Indian agent is civil rather than military.
civil affairs has to do with education, with the promotion of civilization, with the adjudication of questions pertaining to the rights of person and property, and his whole business is such as calls for a civilian's
training, experience, and ideas, rather than for that of one who has been
I regard the policy of substituting
It should

;

trained as a soldier.

That there have been Indian agents who have failed to comprehend
and who have not discharged them with efficiency, or who
been
men of high character, above suspicion, is doubtless
not
have
of the Army show that such men sometimes wear
the
records
but
true;
their duties

It certainly is a very severe commentary upon our civilizacan be truthfully said, or if the idea is even prevalent, that
there can not be found in the United States fifty-seven men taken
from civil life who are well qualified in character, attainments, and executive force to administer affairs at as many agencies.
So far as the substitution of military officers for civilians is an expression of a desire to rid the Indian service of what is popularly known

uniforms.
tion if

it
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as the " spoils " idea, I am in full sympathy with it, and in so far as it
would tend to rescue the Indian service from partisan politics and place
the basis of a purely business administration, or to call into
it

upon

service

men who

to retain

are especially qualified for their respective duties and
or until their work shall

them there ^during good behavior

have been accomplished,

it

has

my heartiest commendation.

I think, however, that these evils can be removed and the ends desired be accomplished in another way, without so great and violent a
change as is involved in the substitution of Army officers for civilian

agents.

The work

of civil administration is not one to

which

Army

officers

have been specially trained, nor one for which they have any special
in the
aptitude. While it is doubtless true that there are many men
work
with
kind
of
this
of
who
are
gratifying sucdoing
capable
Army
it is wholly foreign to the military idea, and that
that
true
also
it
is
cess,
it is imposing upon the Army a new duty that must, of necessity, work
more or less disaster to the morale of the Army itself. If the Indian
agencies are to be filled by the appointment of the best men that can
be found in the Army, this would make a drain upon it that I should
suppose would be severely felt; and if by those who are not desirable
and whom the Army will be glad to get rid of, it certainly will be a great
misfortune to the Indian service.
It should be borne in mind, too, that the officer is enlisted for life
that all his hopes and ambitions are centered in the Army that he looks
to the head of the War Department for an appreciation of his services,
for promotion and that almost of necessity he regards a subordination
of himself to the control of any but an army officer as rather an infringe;

;

;

So that it Avould not be at all surhis position and rights.
the
be
should
on
there
part of army officers detailed for servprising
ice as Indian agents, some degree of restlessness under civil control

ment upon
if

and a possible

spirit of insubordination, involving unpleasant consequences both to themselves and to the officer charged with the administration of Indian affairs and my experience hitherto fully warrants
me in expressing such a fear.
This could but lead, at times at least, to a difference of opinion between the War Department and the Department of the Interior, and
might result in unpleasant relations, which would be annoying to the
heads of those Departments as well as an occasion of anxiety and
trouble to the President.
On January 7, 1868, there was submitted to the President the report
of the Indian Peace Commission, which is found on pages 26 to 50 of
Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for 1868, and is signed,
;

among others, by W. T. Sherman, lieutenant- general; Wm. S. Harney,
brevet major-general; Alfred H. Terry, brevet major-general, and C.
C. Augur, brevet major-general, U. S. Army. These men can not be
suspected of any hostility to army officers, or of any possible bias in

12
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tlieir

to the fitness of military men for the discharge of
involved in Indian administration. I quote from the report

judgment as

civil duties

the following significant paragraph

(p. 47,

paragraph

2)

:

This brings us to consider the much mooted question whether the bureau should
belong to the civil or military department of the Government. To determine this
properly we must know Avhat is to be the further treatment of the Indians. If we
intend to have war with them the bureau should go to the Secretary of War. If we
intend to have peace, it should be in the civil department. In our judgment such
wars are wholly unnecessary, and hoping that the Government and the country will
agree with us, we can not now advise the change. It is possible, however, that despite our efforts to maintain peace, war may be forced on us by some tribe or tribes
of Indians. In the event of such occurrence it may be well to provide, in the revision
of the intercourse laws or elsewhere, at what time the civil jurisdiction shall cease

and the military jurisdiction begin.

If thought advisable, also, Congress may authorsuch tribes as

ize the President to turn over to the military the exclusive control of
may be continually hostile or unmanageable. Under the plan which

we have suggested the chief duties of the bureau will be to educate and instruct in the peaceful
arts in other words, to civilize the Indians. The military arm of the Government
We have
is not the most admirably adapted to discharge duties of this character.
the highest possible appreciation of the officers of the Army, and fully recognize
their proverbial integrity and honor ; but we are satisfied that not one in a thousand
would like to teach Indian children to read and write, or Indian men to sow and
reap. These are emphatically civil and not military occupations.
I

have carefully considered

all

the arguments advanced in favor of

the change, and have seen no reason to modify my opinion that the
change is ill-advised; was not called for by the circumstances of the
it will not bring about the advantages which some of its
advocates hope for and that it is liable, at least, to produce unhappy
I sincerely hope that before the policy has become an estabfruits.
lished rule the law may be changed.

casej that

;

THE EVOLUTION OF THE INDIAN AGENT.
As throwing a side light upon this question of who should be employed as Indian agents, as well as upon the general policy of the Government in dealing with Indians, I ask your attention to a brief historical survey of the evolution of the Indian agent during the past hundred
years.

In my last annual report, under the head of " The Political Status of
the Indians," I outlined the development, by legislation and treaty, of
the present Indian policy of the Government. This resume" notes the
methods and agencies used by the Government to administer affairs
growing out of our relations with Indian tribes.
Prior to the adoption of the "Articles of Confederation and Perpetual
Union," each colony or State had independent and separate control of
all intercourse between white men and the members of the various In
dian tribes within their respective territorial limits. The steps taken
by the several States to regulate such matters will not now be discussed.
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article of the " Articles of
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Confederation and Perpetual

Union," provided that
The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive
and power of * * * regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the
Indians, not members of any of the States, provided that the legislative right of any
right

State within its

own

limits be not infringed or violated.

In pursuance of this the congress of the confederation on August 7,
an " Ordinance for the regulation of Indian Affairs." After

1786, passed

the following preamble

:

Whereas the safety and tranquillity of the frontiers of the United States do, in some
measure, depend on the maintaining a good correspondence between their citizens
and the several nations of Indians in amity with them,

the ordinance provided that from that date the Indian Department
be divided into two districts, viz: The southern, comprehending all the
nations of Indians within the United States south of the Ohio Eiver ;

and the northern, comprehending all other nations of Indians within
the United States west of the Hudson Eiver. For each of these districts a superintendent was authorized to be appointed, who was to
reside within such district or as near it as might be convenient for the

management of its affairs. The superintendent for the northern district was authorized to appoint two deputies " to reside in such places as
shall best facilitate the regulation of the Indian trade, and to remove
them for misbehavior."
It was further ordained
That none but citizens of the United States shall be suffered to reside among the
Indian nations, or be allowed to trade with any nation of Indians, within the territory of the United States. That no person, citizen or other, under penalty of five
hundred dollars, shall reside among, or trade with any Indian, or Indian nation,
within the territory of the United States, without a license for that purpose first
obtained from the superintendent of the district, or one of the deputies, who are
hereby directed to give such license to every person who shall produce from the supreme executive of any State, a certificate, under the seal of the State, that he is
of good character, and suitably qualified and provided for that employment, for
which license he shall pay the sum of fifty dollars to said superintendent for the use
of the United States.

Also
That in all cases where transactions with any nation or tribe of Indians shall become necessary to the purposes of this ordinance, which can not be done without
interfering with the legislative rights of a State, the superintendent in whose district the same shall happen shall act in conjunction with the authority of such
State.

These superintendents reported to the Secretary of War and were
under his direction. They had no jurisdiction over the Indians, and
their only duty was to superintend the trade between Indians and those
to whom licenses might be issued, to see that the regulations prescribed
by the President for the government of such trade were complied with,
and that no improper or unauthorized persons engaged in the business.
This was

all

that the congress of the confederation appeared to think
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"
necessary to be done by the Government in regulating the trade and
managing all affairs with the Indians."
The framers of the Federal Constitution, which in 1788 superseded the
Articles of Confederation, deemed it of importance that the central government should have exclusive power over intercourse with Indians.
Therefore, section 8 of article 1 of the Constitution provided that "the
*
*
*
*
*
to regulate commerce *
Congress shall have power
with the Indian tribes." The limitation on the power of Congress
which the Articles of Confederation reserved to the " legislative right"
of the States was omitted, and the national Government, through Congress, was given exclusive control of the matter. The Supreme Court
of the United States, in Gibbons v. Ogden (6 Wheat., 448), decided that
"commerce undoubtedly is traffic, but it is something more, it is intercourse 5" and in United States v. Holiday (3 Wall., 407) it decided that
commerce with the Indian tribes means commerce between citizens of
the United States and "the individuals composing those
tribes.'|
Therefore, it follows that when Congress was given power by the Constitution to regulate commerce with Indian tribes it was also given
control of the intercourse between individual citizens of the United

States and individual Indians, and that there is nothing that could
with the Indians which is not subject to regu-

arise out of our relations

lation

by Congress.

The

first step taken by Congress looking to the regulation of our
intercourse with the Indian tribes was the passage of a law August 20,

(1 Stats., 54), appropriating $20,000 to "defray the expenses of
negotiating and treating with the Indian tribes," and authorizing the
appointment of commissioners to manage such negotiations and treaties.

1789

The commissioners thus authorized were sometimes

referred to as

"agents for treating with the Indians;" but their duties were merely
to treat with Indian tribes with a view to securing the cession of some
of the land claimed and occupied by them, and to establish peaceful
and friendly intercourse between them and our own Government and
.citizens; their designation as "agents" seems to have been misapIn a letter of instructions (dated August 29, 1789, and signed
plied.

by George Washington) to Messrs. Benjamin Lincoln, Cyrus Griffin,
and David Humphrey, those gentlemen were addressed as "commissioners plenipotentiary for negotiating and concluding treaties of peace
with the independent tribes or nations of Indians within the limits of
the United States south of the Ohio River." This letter begins with
the statement that
The United States consider it as an object of high national importance not only to
be at peace with the powerful tribes or nations of Indians south of the Ohio, but, if
possible, by a just and liberal system of policy to conciliate and attach them to the
interests of the Union.

The gentlemen named, under date of November 20, 1789, made a report
War upon their labors as commissioners plenipo-

to the Secretary of
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tentiary, etc., among the southern Indians, especially among the Upper
Creeks and the Lower Creeks (the latter now known as the Seminoles),
in which they express the belief that
In order to preserve the attachment of the several Indian nations bordering upon
the United States * * * some adequate means of supplying them with goods
and ammunition at moderate prices should immediately be adopted. * * * We
respectfully suggest that some uniform plan of granting permits io those who may

be employed in the Indian commerce should be established by the supreme authorUnited States.

ity of the

Out of the suggestions made by this commission grew the licensedtrader system, which in a modified form has continued to this day.
By the act of July 22, 1790 (1 Stats., 137), Congress took the second
step under the Federal Constitution to regulate commerce with the
Indian tribes. This law prohibited all persons from carrying on any
"trade or intercourse with the Indian tribes without a license for that
purpose under the hand and seal of the superintendent of the department or of such other person as the President of the United States
shall appoint for that purpose." The "superintendent of the department " here referred to was probably the officer authorized to be appointed
by the ordinance of 1786 to superintend Indian affairs, as no law had
been passed under the Constitution authorizing the appointment of any
such officer. This law was a continuation of the policy adopted by the
Congress of the Confederation and a modification of the ordinance of
1786. In lieu of the certificate of the supreme executive of the State
as to the good character of the applicant for license, which the ordi-

nance required, this law provided that any proper person might receive
a license upon" giving bond in the sum of $1,000 for the faithful observance of such rules, regulations, and restrictions as should be made by
the President for the government of trade and intercourse with Indians.

Except the superintendents and deputies appointed under the authority of the Government of the Confederation, who, like the commissioners
appointed under the act of August 10, 1789, were sometimes referred
to in state correspondence as Indian agents, no Indian agents seem to
have been authorized by law prior to 1796. Meantime, however, appar-

upon the authority of the Executive, "temporary agents," or
deputy temporary agents," were appointed to certain Indian tribes or
nations. For instance, January 31, 1792, the Secretary of War 'wrote
to Governor Blount, of Tennessee, who was superintendent of Indian
ently

"

affairs for

the southern district, that a delegation of Cherokees, then

in Philadelphia, at that time the seat of the General

Government, had

requested "that a person of reputation should be commissioned in
behalf of the General Government to reside in the Cherokee
Nation,
who should at once be their counsellor and protector." Pursuant to
this request Mr. Leonard Shaw, who was described in a letter of February 16, 1792, from the Secretary of War to Governor Blount as an
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amiable and well-informed young gentleman, and a graduate of Princeton College,

was instructed February

The President of the United

17, 1792, as follows

:

you should accompany the
Cherokee chiefs who are at present in this city to their own nation, for the objects
hereinafter particularly stated, as well as for the general purpose of attaching the
said Indians, and all the Southern Indians whom you may occasionally see, to the
interests of the United States.

Mr.

States

is

desirous that

Shaw was designated " temporary agent to the Cherokee Nation."

April 23, 1792, the Secretary of War advised Gen. Israel Chapin
of his appointment by the President as " deputy temporary agent"
for the Five Nations, and on April 28, following, he was furnished
with general " rules and orders" for his government as such deputy
temporary agent. Gen. Chapin's instructions were similar to those
given Mr. Shaw, and both were to represent the Government among
the nations to whom they had been respectively assigned, and to be
the channels of communication between those Indians and the United
States.

April 18, 1796, Congress adopted a law (1 Stats., 452) authorizing
the establishment of trading houses on the "western and southern frontiers or in the Indian country," for the purpose of carrying on a "liberal

trade" with the Indians $ also the appointment of agents to manage
them under the direction of the President. These agents, who occupied the relation to the Government of factors or commercial agents,
were the first agents for Indian affairs that Congress authorized. The
establishment of the system of trading houses under control of Government agents was evidently an experiment, for the operation of the act
"
authorizing them was limited to two years, and to the end of the next
session of Congress thereafter, and no longer." The primary object,
however, was the protection of the frontiers, as it was hoped that by
a "liberal trade with the several Indian nations" a " good correspondence " between them and the citizens of the United States would be
maintained. The act was from time to time extended until 1822, when it
was permitted to expire, and the system of Government trading houses
was abolished. During this period the system was variously modified
by Congress. The House of Eepresentatives of the Sixth Congress
"
appointed a committee to inquire into the operation of the acts making provision for the establishment of trading houses with the Indian
tribes, and into the expediency of reviving and continuing said acts in
force." This committee reported April 22, 1800, recommending that
the capital already engaged in the business be continued therein, "but
that it should not be enlarged by further drafts from the Treasury
until the establishment is better understood in its several relations."
The act of May 7, 1800 (2 Stats., 58), provided for the division of the
territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio into two separate
"
governments ; also that the duties and emoluments of superintendent
"
of Indian affairs should be united with those of governors of the Terri-
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tories established by that act, which were the Northwest Territory and
the Territory of- Indiana. This act, therefore, created for the portion
of country formerly designated as the Northwest Territory two superintendents of Indian affairs instead of one, as authorized by the ordi-

nance of 1786, who, within the limits of the Territories of which they might

had full supervision, subject to the direction
of the Secretary of War, of all affairs growing out of our relations with
the Indians.
be, respectively, governors,

the act of March 30, 1802* (2 Stats., 139), Congress, in order to
promote civilization among the friendly Indian tribes, and to secure
the continuance of their friendship," authorized the President to ex"
pend annually a sum not exceeding $15,000 in causing them to befuruished with useful domestic animals and implements of husbandry,

By

and with goods or money, as he shall judge proper, and to appoint such
persons, from time to time, as temporary agents, to reside among the
Indians, as he shall think fit."
The functions of the agents to be appointed under this law were broader
than those of the officers of Indian affairs theretofore appointed, whose
duties had been solely to superintend and manage trade and intercourse
with the Indians. " To promote civilization among the friendly Indians
and to secure the continuance of their friendship" required the exercise
of a certain influence over the conduct of the Indians within their

own

country. Still, these agents had no power to direct or control the conduct of the Indians by any other method than advice and counsel.

They were temporary agents, to be assigned to any friendly tribe as
the President saw fit, and to be transferred from tribe to tribe, in the
discretion of the President.

By an act of April 21, 1806 (2 Stats., 402), Congress authorized the
"
appointment of an officer to be designated the Superintendent of In"
dian Trade," whose duties were
to purchase and take charge of all
goods intended for trade with the Indian nations aforesaid, and to
transmit the same to such places as he shall be directed by the President." Subsequently, by the act of March 2, 1811, he was given the
and transmitting to the proper posts and
the
and
places
supplies, goods,
moneys promised Indians under treaty
as
well
as
such
other
stipulations,
goods and moneys as might be required in treating with the Indians and making presents to them at
the seat of Government.
After the passage of the act of 1806 our Indian affairs were administered by the following officers, viz First, governors of the various
additional duty of purchasing

:

Territories, who were ex officio superintendents of Indian affairs within
their respective Territories (as new Territories were
organized, these

duties were

also imposed upon their governors)
second, agents
under
the act of 1802, primarily under the control and direcappointed
5

*By act of March 26, 1804 (2 Stats., 289), the provisions of this act were extended
to the Territories established out of the
country known as the Louisiana Purchase

8397
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^fcion

and

of the superintendents; third, the superintendent of Indian trade;
fourth, the agents or factors in charge of the Indian trading

houses,

who were under the immediate

direction of the superintendent

of" Indian trade.

An

act approved

March

3,

1819

(3 Stats., 516),

provided

purpose of providing against the further decline and final extinction
of the Indian tribes adjoining the frontier settlements of the United States, and ior
introducing among them the habits and arts of civilization, the President of the
United States shall be/ and he is hereby, authorized in every case where he shall

That

for the

judge improvement in the habits and condition of sueh Indians practicable, and
that the means of instruction can be introduced with their own consent, to employ
capable persons of good moral character to instruct them in the modes of agriculture suited to their situation; and for teaching their children in reading, writing,
and arithmetic, and performing such other duties as may be enjoined, according to
such instructions and rules as the President may give and prescribe for the regulation of their conduct in the discharge of their duties.

an annual sum of $10,000 for the purpose of
of
the law into effect.
the
provisions
carrying
are
now
known as Government farmers, to instruct
what
this
act,
By
It also appropriated

the adult Indians in the science of agriculture, and school-teachers, to
instruct their children in the primary branches of learning, were added
to the list of officers connected with -the administration of Indian
affairs.

This policy of appointing agents and employes for Indian tribes was
so extended and modified by subsequent treaties as to authorize the

appointment of agents, sub-agents, farmers, and blacksmiths for nearly
the tribes with which the United States entered into treaty relations,
and teachers and other employe's for many of them.* The language
used in the treaties would indicate that the Indians desired to have
representatives of the United States reside among them. For example,
in the sixth article of the treaty of 1820 with the Choctaws it was provided that
all

The commissioners of the United States further covenant and agree, on the part of
said States, that an agent shall be appointed, in due time, for the benefit of the
Choctaw Indians who may be permanently settled in the country ceded to them
beyond the Mississippi River, and, at a convenient period, a factor shall be sent there
with goods to supply their wants. A blacksmith shall also be settled amongst them
at a point most convenient to the population, and a faithful person appointed, whose
duty it shall bo to use every reasonable exertion to collect all the wandering
Indians belonging to the Choctaw Nation upon the land hereby provided for their
permanent settlement.
The sixth article of the treaty of 1823 with the Florida Indians is as
follows, viz:

An agent, sub -agent, and interpreter shall be appointed, to reside within the Indian boundary aforesaid, to watch over the interests of said tribes; and the United
*See article 6, treaty of 1820, with the Choctaws, 7 Stats., 212; article 6, treaty of
with the Florida Indians, ibid., 225; article 4, treaty of 1824, with the Sac and
Fox Indians, ibid., 230; article 5, treaty of 1824, with the Quapaws, ifo'd.,233; article
9, treaty of 1825, with the Choctaws, ibid., 236; article 2, treaty of 1825, with the
Kansas Indians, ibid., 245, etc.
1823,
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States further stipulate, as an evidence of their humane policy towards said tribes,
to their liberality, to allow for the establishment of a school at

who have appealed

the agency, $1,000 per year for twenty years, and $1,000 per year for the same period
for the support of a gun and black smith, with the expenses incidental to his shop.

In 1822, when the act for the establishment of Indian trading houses
was permitted to expire, the offices of superintendent of Indian trade,
and the agents and clerks necessary to the conduct of the business, were
abolished.

Since that time Indian trade has been conducted through

the medium of a licensed trader.
In 1824, the Secretary of War organized, without special authority
of law, a " Bureau of Indian Affairs," with a chief, termed by courtesy
commissioner, a chief clerk and an assistant. The duties of this office,
as appears from a letter of March 11, 1824, from the Secretary of War
to

Thomas

annuities

L. McKenney, were to have charge of the appropriations
and current expenses to receive and examine accounts
;

for
for

their expenditure 5 to administer the fund for the civilization of the
Indians ; to examine and report to the Secretary of War claims aris-

ing out of the laws regulating trade with Indian tribes ; and to conduct the ordinary correspondence with the superintendents, agents, and
sub-agents.
By act of July 9, 1832 (4 Stats., 564), the President was authorized to
"
appoint a Commissioner of Indian Affairs, who shall, under the direc-

War, and agreeably to such regulations as the
time to time prescribe, have the. direction and
Indian affairs, and of all matters arising out of

tion of the Secretary of

President

may from

management of

all

Indian relations." The Secretary of War was directed to arrange or
" the said office the number of clerks
.appoint to
necessary therefor, so
as not to increase the number now employed," and, under the direction
of the President, to " cause to be discontinued the services of such
agents, sub -agents, interpreters, and mechanics, as may from time to
time become unnecessary, in consequence of the emigration of the Indians, or other causes." By this law the present Bureau of Indian Affairs was established after the plan upon which it had been operated
for eight years.

An act approved June 30, 1834* (4 Stats., 729), "to regulate trade
and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the
frontiers," re-enacted the licensed-trader law of 1790 with modifications,
and also greatly enlarged the powers of officers of the Government
over the Indian country, and over the Indians themselves. Section
10 authorized superintendents of Indian affairs, Indian agents, and
sub-agents to remove from the Indian country persons found therein
without authority of law, and section 11 provided that the military
*The act of June 5, 1850 (9 Stats., 437), provided that the laws of the United States
regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes east of the Rocky Mountains
should be extended over the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon. The act of
February 27, 1851 (9 Stats., 587), provided for the appointment of agents and extended the Indian intercourse laws over the Indians of New Mexico and Utah.
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power of the United States might be used to expel white settlers from
Indian lands. Section 19 is important enough to quote entire.
That it shall be the duty of the superintendents, agents, and subagents to endeavor
to procure the arrest and trial of all Indians accused of committing any crime, offense,
or misdemeanor, and all other persons who may have committed crimes or offenses
within any State or Territory, and have fled into the Indian country, either by demanding the same of the chiefs of the proper tribe or by such other means as the
President may authorize; and the President may direct the military force of the
United States to be employed in the apprehension of such Indians, and also in preventing or terminating hostilities between any of the Indian tribes.

Section 25 provided
That so much of the laws of the United States as provide for the punishment of
crimes committed within any place within the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the
United States shall be in force in the Indian country Provided, The same shall not
extend to crimes committed by one Indian against the person or property of another
Indian.
:

Another act "to provide for the organization of the Department of
Indian Affairs," dated June 30, 1834 (4 Stats., 735), provided as follows:
For releasing the governors of Florida, Arkansas, and Michigan Territory from obligation to perform the duties of superintendents of Indian affairs, and for the appointment of a superintendent of Indian
affairs for all the Indian country not within the bounds of any State
or Territory west of the Mississippi River, who should reside at St.
Louis.

The
to

duties of the superintendents of Indian affairs* were prescribed

be to

Exercise a general supervision and control over the official conduct and accounts
of all officers and persons employed by the Government in the Indian department,
under such regulations as shall be established by the President of the United States ;

and [they] may suspend such officers and persons from their office or employments,
communicated to the Secretary of War.

for reasons forthwith to be

The President was authorized, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, to appoint twelve Indian agents, as follows
:

Two agents for the western territory an agent for the Chickasaws ; an agent for
the eastern Cherokees; an agent for the Florida Indians; an agent for the Indians
in the State of Indiana; an agent at Chicago; an agent at Rock Island; an agent at
Prairie du Chien an agent for Michilimackinac.and the Sault Sainte Marie an agent
for the Saint' Peter's an agent for the upper Missouri.
;

;

;

;

Certain agencies named were to be discontinued at a fixed time, and
any Indian agency might be discontinued by the President whenever
he might judge it expedient, or he might transfer an agent from the
*NOTE. Most, though not all, Indian agencies were assigned to the several
superintendents, and Indian agents reported directly to the superintendents, or
through them to the Indian Office, and office instructions were promulgated in like
manner. This cumbersome method was simplified by the act of July 15, 1870, under

which the superintendences were discontinued and all agents came directly under
the supervision of the Indian Office, and reported directly to the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.
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place or tribe designated by law to such other place or tribe as the
public service might require.

Every Indian agent was required to reside and keep his agency
"within or near the territory or tribe" for which he might be agent,
and it was made " competent for the President to require any military
officer of the United States to execute the duties of Indian agent."
The President was authorized to appoint a competent number of subagents to be employed, and to reside wherever he might direct, not,
however, within the limits of any agency where an agent was appointed.
The Secretary of War was directed to establish the limits of each
agency and sub-agency either by tribes or by geographical boundaries,
and to prescribe the general duties of Indian agents and sub-agents
to be

To manage and superintend the intercourse with the Indians within
tive agencies agreeably to law; to obey all legal instructions given

their respecby the Sec-

retary of War, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or the superintendent of Indian
Affairs, and to carry into effect such regulations as may be prescribed by the President.

The appointment of interpreters, blacksmiths, farmers, mechanics,
and teachers was provided for.
The payment of all annuities or other treaty funds was to be made to
the chiefs of the tribes, or to such persons as the tribes might appoint.
The President was authorized to cause friendly Indians west of the
Mississippi River and north of the boundary of the western territory,

and the region upon Lake Superior and the head of the Mississippi, to
be furnished with useful domestic animals and implements of husbandry, and with goods, as he might think proper, not to cost in the
aggregate more than $5,000.
He was also authorized to cause such rations as he might think proper,
and could be spared from the army provisions without injury to the
service, to be issued to the Indians who might visit the military posts
or agencies of the United States on the frontiers, or in their respective
nations.

Finally, the President was authorized to prescribe such rules and
regulations as he might think fit for carrying into effect the various
provisions of the act, and of any other act relating to Indian affairs.

The Constitution did not give nor purport to give Congress power to
regulate the conduct of the members of the tribes within the country
set apart for their use, or granted to them in perpetual ownership, nor
to interfere with the several governments of the tribes. Hence, in the
early history of the regulation by the Federal Congress of commerce
with the Indian tribes no attempt was made to break down or interfere with the several tribal governments, or to control the conduct of
the tribes in their own country ; all efforts were directed solely to the

regulation of our commercial relations with the tribes, and had in
view mainly the interests of our own citizens and the protection and
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security of our frontiers. But as the population of the United States
increased and its settlements pressed hard upon the boundaries of the

Indian country a closer and more intimate communication between
whites and Indians became inevitable. It was dangerous to both. It
became necessary, therefore, in order to prevent the ''decline and final
extinction of the Indian tribes," to preserve peace on the frontiers, and
to protect the lives and property of the white settlers, for the Government to assume a relation to Indian tribes, and in some degree to
individual Indians, similar to that of guardian. Thus it came about
that by degrees the authority of executive officers over persons and
property in the Indian country was enlarged and increased, and naturally and almost necessarily the power of the Indian agent, through
whom the laws were usually executed, also grew, and in about the

same proportion. The designation of officers of the Army to perform
the duties of Indian agents, authorized in the "Indian intercourse act"
of 1834, still further tended to increase the agent's power, for the reason
that, accustomed to rigitl army discipline, army officers expected and
required a strict obedience to their orders, and when Indians resisted
they were often coerced by military power into submission.

Moreover, the Indians themselves in various treaties acknowledged
dependence on the United States for protection in their rights as

their

and as individuals.
has been shown how the United States, in the beginning, regarded
and treated the Indian tribes as independent nations, taking no step
toward governing them or providing them with a form of government;
tribes
It

how by

degrees, although acknowledging their autonomy, control

was

the Indian agent was given power
to secure the arrest and punishment of Indians even in their own
country. After 1834 some years elapsed before Congress deemed itnecessary to give the Government further, authority over the Indian.

taken of their

affairs, until, in 1834,

An act of March 3, 1847 (9 Stats., 203), provided that all annuities or
other moneys, and all goods stipulated by treaty to be paid or furnished
to any Indian tribe, should be paid, not to tribal chiefs according to the
law of 1834, but to the heads of families and other individuals entitled
thereto. As if to make their dependence on the United States complete, the civil liberties, if indeed they possessed any before, were taken
from the Indians by a clause in the act which declared that " all execu-

tory contracts made and entered into by any Indian for the payment
of money or goods shall be deemed and held to be null and void and
of no binding effect whatsoever." Having no power to make a contract,
the Indian occupied. the position in .the eyes of the law similar to that

His disabilites indeed were even greater than those of a
there was no class of executory contracts that he could
because
minor,
make that would not, under the law, be null and void. Thus the Indian by legislation was brought to the condition to which circumstances had already practically reduced him. He looked to his guardian,
of a minor.
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the national Government, even for his very subsistence. He came to
the agent for advice as to matters arising between him and his white
neighbors, and later on as to matters arising between him and others
of his tribe. He was a child, without rights, except such as his agent

allowed him to enjoy.
By act of March 3, 1849 (9 Stats., 395), "to establish the home department," etc., the Department of the Interior was organized and
authorized to- "exercise the supervisory and appellate powers now exercised by the Secretary of the War Department^ in relation to all the
acts of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs," etc. Thenceforward the
Secretary of the Interior became the head of the Indian department.

The act of 1834 gave no authority to agents or officers of United
States courts to take cognizance of offenses committed by Indians on
their respective reservations. The act of March 27, 1854 (10 Stats., 270),
however, provided for the punishment of Indians for the crimes of arson
and assault with intent to kill when said crimes were committed against
the property or persons of whites residing upon Indian reservations.
While gradually assuming the guardianship of the persons of the
Indians, the Government also acquired, through treaties and laws, the
full control and guardianship of their property, and became the holder
of large sums of money representing the funds of the various tribes,
and these funds, as well as annuities provided for by treaties, have been
"
expended under the direction of Congress for such objects as will best
and
improvement of the tribe entitled
promote the comfort, civilization,
to the same." See section 2 of the act of July 15, 1870 (16 Stats., 360.)
By the Indian appropriation act of May 27, 1878 (20 Stats., 86), authority was granted for the appointment of Indian police, to be "employed in maintaining peace and prohibiting illegal traffic in liquor on
the reservations." These police are appointed from among the Indians
of Indian Affairs upon the recommendation of the
Indian agent, and they are subject to the orders of the agent. Jails or
guardhouses have been provided on many reservations in which to conThe Indian agent was the sole judge of the
fine refractory Indians.
guilt of Indians charged with offenses on reservations, and the Indian
police force executed his judgments without question until April 10,
1883, when this Department promulgated a regulation providing for
the establishment of courts on the various Indian reservations, with
jurisdiction to try and pass judgment on Indians guilty of certain prescribed offenses, termed "Indian offenses." The judges of these courts
were termed "judges of the court of Indian offenses," and, like the
Indian police, were appointed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
from among the Indians upon the recommendations of the agents. While
the Indian police force and court of Indian offenses, composed, as they
are, of members of Indian tribes, ought to be, and on many reservations are, organizations through which the Indians, in a modified way,
govern themselves after the manner of the people of civilized nations,

by the Commissioner
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still they
may be, mid somot.imos aro, ineu'ly instruments in the hands
of the agent for Ihe enforcement of his power, which is now almost
absolute.

Besides the provisions of statute that have operated to giver the
Indian agent great power in the Indian country, the regulations of the
Indian department that have been from time to time prescribed, pursuant to law, and that have the force and effect of law, have further
extended and enlarged that power. For example, the agent is authorized in the "Regulations of the Indian Department" to prevent Indians
from leaving their reservation without a permit for that purpose, and
instructed not to allow the practice of bands of Indians of one reservation making or returning visits to other reservations for the purpose of
receiving or giving presents, and he has the power to use his Indian
police to prevent the infraction of these rules. The final judgments of
the courts of Indian offenses* are subject to modification and revocation by the Indian agent, who is given appellate jurisdiction.
The Indian agent, as shown by the foregoing, now has almost absolute power in the Indian country, and so far as the people over whom
he rules are concerned, he has none to contest his power. Appointed
at first in the capacity of a commercial agent or consul of the United
States in the country of an alien people, the Indian agent, under laws
enacted and regulations promulgated in pursuance thereof, has developed into an officer with power to direct the affairs of the Indians and
to transact their business in all details and in all relations. This is a
very curious chapter in our history. There is a striking contrast between "ministers plenipotentiary," appointed by the United States to
treat with powerful Indian nations, and an army officer, with troops
at his command, installed over a tribe of Indians to maintain among
them an absolute military despotism. Yet our policy of dealing with
them has swung from one of these extremes to the other in a strangely
vacillating way. Indeed, at present, the agent among the Five Civilized
Tribes performs rather the functions of a consul in a foreign nation
than those of an agent, while the Commission who have recently negotiated with the Cherokees for the cession of the Outlet, commonly called
the " Strip," have really treated with them as with an independent
nation and have performed the functions of, in one sense, ministers
plenipotentiary. On the other hand, the absolute military rule finds its
illustration in the present condition of things at San Carlos and in a
modified way at Pine Eidge.
The whole tendency of modern legislation in providing for the allots
inent of lands in severalty and the conferring of citizenship upon Indians has been toward greater freedom for the Indians and a more
*

The regulations relating to the courts of Indian offenses liave recently been re"
They are now called Indian courts," and the offenses are designated simply
"offenses/' and not "Indian offenses." For discussion of the matter see page 27

vised.
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Nothing but the sternest
in
from this more
Government
warrant
the
can
deviating
necessity
humane policy until it shall have accomplished its benign work of the
complete enfranchisement of these people.
careful respect for their individual rights.

LAW AND COUETS FOE INDIAN

EESEEYATIONS.

At its annual meeting in Boston on August 26,
Bar Association adopted the following resolution

1891, the National

:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this association that the Government should provide at the earliest possible moment for courts and a system of law in and for the
Indian reservations.

A committee of three

was appointed and instructed on behalf of the

association to take steps to " bring to the attention of the President
and Congress of the United States the expediency of legislation" such
as was contemplated by this resolution. According to their instruc-

Messrs. Hitchcock, Thayer, and Hornblower, composing the
committee, presented the matter to the President during the early part
of October, 1891, in a memorial without date, a copy of which was filed
in the Department and referred to this office.
tions,

The question

to which this resolution relates has for a number of
the
serious consideration of officers of the Government,
received
years
and I have personally given it much thought, with a view to recommending some action by Congress, if it should appear expedient to do so.

was

for the purpose of relieving the anomalous conditions that exon Indian reservations by reason of an absence of laws applicable
to Indians thereon that the Indian police were established by act of
Congress that later the courts of Indian offenses were organized under
the regulations of this Department; and that the Indian appropriation
act of March 3, 1885, gave to United States and Territorial courts jurisdiction of crimes committed by Indians on their reservations.
These laws and regulations have operated successfully in the promotion of peace and order on reservations, but they do not afford
a jurisdiction within which the Indian can enforce his contract or be
required to live up to his own civil obligations. It has therefore seemed
desirable that some provision shall be made by which the Indians in
the United States who have not become, or are not in process of becoming, citizens might be brought under the influence of some simple
system of courts and laws by which they might be instructed in the
methods of civil and orderly government, and be more rapidly and
suitably prepared for the citizenship in the United States which is
surely coming to them under the present policy of the Government.
But how this shall be done is the question which always presents itself.
The difference in the status of the various Indian reservations, and of
the temper and condition of the Indians occupying them, present serious
It

isted

;
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difficulties in

the

way

INDI.VN AFFAIRS.

of formulating a plan which shall be applicable

any considerable number of Indians.
We must begin by determining to what tribes such laws and courts
could not easily be made to apply by reason of their peculiar conditions
or surroundings. These may be divided into four classes, viz
First. Those Indians who maintain an advanced form of tribal govto

:

are (1) the Five Civilized Tribes, numbering
severally a republican form of government assimilating closely the governments of the several States (2) the New York
Indians, numbering 5,112, whose government is based on a constitution

ernment.
66,500,

Among these

who have

;

approved and ratified by the legislature of the State of New York; (3)
the 1,563 Osage Indians whose government is based on a constitution
approved by this Department; (4) the 8,120 Pueblo Indians of New
Mexico who live under their ancient form of local town governments,
and (5) the 3,000 Eastern Cherokees who have an organized form of
government, and also have individually been recognized as citizens of North Carolina.
Second. The Indians who, by taking allotments of land in severalty,
have become citizens of the United States and thereby have passed
under the jurisdiction and protection of the laws and courts of the

tribal

States and Territories in which they reside. They number about
30,738. Also those to whom allotments in severalty are about to be

made, numbering about 26,691, and about 25,636 more who are now "in
the act of receiving their allotments.
Third. The scattered bands or tribes of Indians not under the charge
of any Indian agent, estimated to number 25,664.

Fourth. The Indians who are not sufficiently enlightened to comprehend the system, or who are so situated as to make it improbable they
would be benefited by it. In this class are the Apaches, Yumas, and
Colorado Eiver Indians in Arizona, and the Blackfeet and Navajos,

aggregating 26,973.

A tabulation gives the following results

:

Total Indian population of the United States, exclusive of Alaska.. *24 6, 834
Deduct Indians to whom a system of laws can not easily be made to
apply as above described as follows
:

Number in class 1
Number .m class 2
Number in class 3
Number in class 4

85,

016

81,

344

25,

664

26,

973
218, 997

Leaving total number to

whom

a system of laws can beapplied. .

27,

837

These 27,837 Indians occupy many reservations in widely separated
parts of the United States. Most of these reservations have a population of less than 1,000 Indians and^only two of them have over 2,000.
*

From Annual Report Indian Bureau,

1891.

"RTCPORT

OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

27

The expense and labor of establishing separate judicial machinery for
so many small tribes would hardly be justified by the results.
For this reason I have been unable, after careful attention to the
subject, to formulate any plan that appeared to me to really meet the
case so as to warrant

me

in urging

upon Congress the adoption of a

into operation. Neither* have I been able thus far to indorse plans looking to this end which have been brought to my attention.
Therefore, after consideration of the question and consultation

law to put

it

with several Senators and others of long experience in Indian affairs
and Indian legislation, I have concluded that about all that can at
present be done to relieve the situation is the enlargement and extension of the jurisdiction of the Indian courts, so as to' place them on a

more

and effective basis.
with
this end in view I have revised and modified the regTherefore,
ulations under which the courts were established and have been operSome of the important changes proposed in the new regulations
ated.
are (1) The reservations are divided into districts, with a judge in each
district; (2) a court in bane, with a clerk who is required to keep a record, is provided for, and given jurisdiction over appeals from the several district judges, and exclusive jurisdiction over all civil matters
arising between Indians on the reservation, and over matters pertaining to administration upon the estates of deceased Indians (3) the
several judges are anthorized to perform the marriage ceremony between Indians; and (4) vagrancy is declared to be an offense punishable by the court.
efficient

:

;

The new regulations

to

which

I refer are as follows :

PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS COMMITTED

BY INDIANS.
The attention of Indian agents is specially directed to the fact that Indians are
subject under law to the jurisdiction of the State, Federal, or Territorial courts, according to the location of their reservations and to their status as to citizenship in
the United States as follows, viz
:

STATE AND TERRITORIAL COURTS.

Where the Indians of any tribe located upon a reservation within a State or Territory have had lands allotted and patented to them under any law or treaty of the
United States, they thereby become citizens and pass under the protection of the
Constitution of the United States, and are therefore entitled to the benefits of and
subject to the laws, both civil and criminal, of the State or Territory in which
they reside. When an Indian takes up his residence separate and apart from his
tribe and adopts habits of civilized life, he likewise becomes a citizen, entitled to
all the privileges and immunities and subject to all the burdens incident upon such
citizenship but his rights and interest in tribal or other property are not in any
manner impaired or otherwise affected. (See Sec. 6, act of Februarys, 1887; 24
;

Stats., 388, 390.)

Crimes and misdemeanors committed by Indians within a State and not within an
Indian reservation are punishable in the courts of such State and in accordance with

28
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State laws, whether the Indian charged with crime or misdemeanor be a citizen of
the United States or not.

FEDERAL AND 'TERRITORIAL COURTS.
Indians committing murder, manslaughter, rape, assault with intent to kill, arson,
burglary, or larceny against the person or property of another Indian or other person within an Indian reservation in a State are subject to the same laws, triable "in
the same courts and in the same manner and subject to the same penalties as are
other persons committing any of the above crimes within the exclusive jurisdic(Sec. 9, act of March 3, 1885, 23 Stats., 385; United
States v. Kagama, 118 U. S., 375.)
Indians, whether citizens of the United States or nof, committing any of the

all

tion of the United States."

crimes named in the foregoing regulation against the person or property of another
Indian or other person " within any Territory of the United States, and either
within or without an Indian reservation," are subject therefor to the laws of such
" in the same courts and
Territory relating to said crimes, and are triable therefor
in the same manner and subject to the same penalties as are all other persons
charged with the commission of said crimes respectively." (Ibid.)
In the Indian Territory criminal jurisdiction over crimes against the laws of the
United States is exercised by the Federal courts for the Indian Territory, the eastern district of Texas, and the western district of Arkansas. Civil jurisdiction over
all controversies, except cases over which the tribal courts have exclusive jurisdic(See act of
tion, is exercised by the United States court for the Indian Territory.
March 1, 1889, 25 Stats., 783; also section 533, Revised Statutes; also act of May 2,
1890, 26 Stats., 81, 93.)

In the Territory of Oklahoma the Territorial courts have the same criminal jurisdiction over Indians in that Territory as is exercised by co.urts of other Territories
over Indians residing therein, and in addition have jurisdiction over civil controbetween Indians and citizens of the United States and between Indians of
different tribes. (See act of May 2, 1890, 26 Stats., 81.)

versies

INDIAN COURTS.

Whenever it shall appear to the Commissioner of
1. Districting of reservation.
Indian Affairs that the best interests of the Indians on any Indian reservation will
be subserved thereby, such reservation shall be divided into three or more districts,
each of which shall be given a name by which it shall thereafter be designated and
known. As far as practicable the county lines established by the laws of the State
or Territory within which the reservation is located shall be observed in making the
division, provided that each district shall include, as nearly as can be, an equal
proportion of the total Indian population on the reservation. All mixed bloods and
white persons who are actually and lawfully members, whether by birth or adoption, of any tribe residing on the reservation shall be counted as Indians. Where
the lands of the reservation have not been surveyed, or where it is not practicable to
observe the State or Territory county lines on the reservation, the lines of the district shall be defined by such natural boundaries as will enable the Indians to readily ascertain the district in which they reside.
There shall be appointed by the Commissioner of Indian
2. Appointment of judges.
Affairs for each district a person from among the Indians of the reservation who
shall be styled "judge of the Indian court." The judges must be men of intelligence, integrity, and good moral character, and preference shall be given to Indians
who read and write English readily, wear citizens' dress, and engage in civilized
pursuits, and no person shall be eligible to such appointment who is a polygamist.
Each judge shall be appointed for the term of one year, subject, however, to
earlier removal from office for cause by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; but no
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judge shall be removed before the expiration of his term of office until the charges
against him, with proofs, shall have been presented in writing to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, and until he shall have been furnished a copy thereof and given
opportunity to reply in his own defense, which reply shall also be in writing and
be accompanied by such counter proofs as he may desire to submit.
Each judge shall reside within the district to which he may
3. District courts.
be assigned and shall keep an office open at some convenient point to be designated
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and he shall hold court at least one day in
;

each week for the purpose of investigating and trying any charge of offense or misdemeanor over which the judges of the Indian court have jurisdiction as provided
in these regulations: Provided, That appeals from his judgment or decision may be
taken to the Indian court in general term, at which ail the judges on the reservation shall sit together.
4. Offenses.
For the purpose of these regulations the following shall be deemed to
constitute offenses, and the judges of the Indian court shall severally have jurisdiction to try and punish for the same when committed within their respective dis-

tricts.

Dances,

(a)

etc.

Any Indian who

shall engage in the sun dance, scalp dance, or

war dance, or any other similar feast, so called, shall be deemed guilty of an offense,
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished for the first offense by the withholding of his rations for not exceeding ten days or by imprisonment for not exceeding
and for any subsequent offense under this clause he shall be punished by
withholding his rations for not less than ten nor more than thirty days, or by imprisonment for not less than ten nor more than thirty days.
Any Indian under the supervision of a
(6) Plural or polygamous marriages.
United States Indian agent who shall hereafter contract or enter into any plural or
polygamous marriage shall be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction
thereof shall pay a fine of not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars, or work
at hard labor for not less than twenty nor more than sixty days, or both, at the discretion of the court; and so long as the person shall continue in such unlawful relation he shall forfeit all right to receive rations from the Government.
(c) Practices of medicine men.
Any Indian who shall engage in the practices of
so-called medicine men, or who shall resort to any artifice or device to keep the Indians of the reservation from adopting and following civilized habits* and pursuits,
or shall adopt any means to prevent the attendance of children at school, or shall
use any arts of a conjurer to prevent Indians from abandoning their barbarous rites
and customs, shall be deemed to be guilty of an offense, and upon conviction thereof,
for the first offense shall be imprisoned for not less than ten nor more than thirty
days Provided, That for any subsequent conviction for such offense the maximum
term of imprisonment shall not exceed six months.
(d) Destroying property of other Indians.
Any Indian who shall willfully or
wantonly destroy or injure, or, with intent to destroy or injure or appropriate, shall
take and carry away any property of any other Indian or Indians, shall, without
reference to its value, be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction shall be
compelled to return the property to the owner or owners, or, in case the property
shall have been lost, injured, or destroyed, the estimated full value of the same;
and in addition he shall be imprisoned for not exceeding thirty days and the plea
that the person convicted or the owner of the property in question was at the time
a " mourner," and that thereby the taking, destroying, or injuring of the property
was justified by the customs or rites of the tribe, shall not be accepted as a suffiten days

;

:

;

cient defense.
(e) Immorality.
Any Indian who shall pay, or offer to pay, money or other thing
of value to any female Indian, or to her friends or relatives, or to any other person,
for the purpose of living or cohabiting with any such female Indian not his wife,
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deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction thereof shall forfeit all
right to Government rations for not exceeding ninety days, or be imprisoned for not
exceeding ninety days, or both, in the discretion of the court. And any Indian who
shall receive, or offer to receive, money or other valuable thing in consideration for
allowing, consenting to, or practicing such immorality, shall be punished in the
shall be

same manner as provided

for the

punishment of the party paying, or offering to pay,

said consideration.

(/) Intoxication and the introduction of intoxicants. Any Indian who shall beor who shall sell, exchange, give, barter, or dispose of any spirituous, vinous, fermented, or other intoxicating liquors to any other member of an

come intoxicated,

tribe, or who shall introduce, or attempt to introduce, under any pretense
whatever, any spirituous, vinous, fermented, or other intoxicating liquors on an
Indian reservation, shall be deemed guilty of an offense, and upon conviction
thereof shall be punishable by imprisonment for not less than thirty nor more than
ninety days, or by a fine of not less than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars,
or both, in the discretion of the court.
The judges of the Indian courts shall also have jurisdiction
5. Misdemeanors.
within their respective districts to try and punish any Indian belonging upon the
reservation for any misdemeanor committed thereon, as defined in the laws of the
State or Territory within which the reservation maybe located; and the punishment for such misdemeanors shall be such as may be prescribed by such State or
Territorial laws: Provided, That if an Indian who is subject to road duty shall refuse or neglect to work the roads the required number of days each year, or to furnish a proper substitute therefor, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and
shall be liable to a fine of one dollar and fifty cents for every day that he fails to
perform road duty, or to imprisonment for not more than five days And provided
further, That if an Indian refuses or neglects to adopt habits of industry, or to engage in civilized pursuits or employments, but habitually spends his time in idleness and loafing, he shall be deemed a vagrant and guilty of a misdemeanor, and
a fine of not more than five dolshall, upon the first conviction thereof, be liable to
conviclars, or to imprisonment for not more than ten days, and for any subsequent
tion thereof to a fine of not more than ten dollars, or to imprisonment for not more
than thirty days, in the discretion of the court.
The said judges shall have power also to solem6. Judges ta solemnize marriages.
nize marriages between Indians. They shall keep a record of all marriages solemnized by them, respectively, and shall issue certificates of marriage in duplicate, one
certificate to be delivered to the parties thereto and the duplicate to be forwarded
to the clerk of the court in general term, hereinafter provided for, to be kept among
the records of that court; and for each marriage solemnized the judge may charge a
fee not to exceed one dollar.
The judges of the Indian court shall sit together
7. Indian court in general term.
at some convenient place on the reservation, to be designated by the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, at least once in every month, at which sitting they shall constitute the Indian court in general term. A majority of the judges appointed for the
reservation shall constitute a quorum of the court and shall have power to try and
finally determine any suit or charge that may be properly brought before it; but no
judgment or decision by said court shall be valid unless it is concurred in by a
majority of all the judges appointed for the reservation, and in case of a failure of a
majority of the judges to agree in any cause, the same shall be continued, to be
again tried at a subsequent term of the court. The court in general term shall be
presided over by the senior judge in point of service on the reservation, and in case
there be no such senior judge, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall designate
one of the j udges to preside.

Indian

:

8.

Cleric

of court.

The judges of the court

thereafter, shall elect from

at the first general term,

among the Indians on

and annually

the reservation some person of
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good moral character who can read and write English readily, wears citizen's dress,
and engages in civilized pursuits, to be the clerk of the court in* general term. He
shall serve for one year, and it shall be his duty to receive and carefully preserve all
papers filed in any case submitted for adjudication by the court, keep a docket of
all cases and a proper record of the action taken by the court in each case, receive
and preserve the duplicate marriage certificates furnished him by the several judges
of the districts of the reservation as heretofore provided, and perform all other duties
usually required of clerks of courts of ordinary jurisdiction in the State or Territory
within which the reservation may be, except such duties as may require the possession of a seal.
9.

Jurisdiction of court in general term.

The court

in general term, organized as

above provided, shall have j urisdiction to try all appeals by persons convicted before any judge of any offense or misdemeanor, as the same are defined and prescribed
in these regulations, and to render final judgment therein.
The said court shall have the same probate jurisdiction over the administration
and settlement of estates of Indians belonging on the reservation as is exercised at
the time by the courts of probate, in the State or Territory within which the reservation may be, over the settlement or administration of estates of citizens of said
State or Territory Provided, That the probate jurisdiction of said court shall extend only to the disposition according to law of such property as members of the
tribe may have in their possession on the reservation at the time of their deaths,
:

and to the execution of wills affecting such property.
The said court shall have exclusive jurisdiction over all civil controversies arising
between Indians belonging on the reservation.
10. Practice, pleadings, etc.
The practice, pleadings, and forms of proceedings in
probate and civil causes shall conform as near as may be to the practice, pleadings,
and forms of proceedings existing at the time in like causes in the probate courts
and the courts of justices of the peace in the State or Territory within which the
reservation may be and the plaintiff shall be entitled to like remedies by attachment or other process against the property of the defendant, and for like causes, as
;

may

at the time be provided by the laws of said State or Territory.
Agents to compel attendance of witnesses and enforce orders of the court.

That the
orders of the court in general term and of the judges of the several districts may be
carried into full effect, the United States Indian agent for the agency under which
11.

the reservation may be is hereby authorized, empowered, and required to compel
the attendance of witnesses at any session of the court, or before any judge within
his proper district, and to enforce all orders that may be passed by said court, or a

majority thereof, or by any judge within his proper district; and for this purpose
he may use the Indian police of his agency.

WHAT

IS

AN INDIAN I

In close connection with the subject of Government control over the
Indians and methods of administration, an interesting question has
recently arisen, namely, What is an Indian? One would have supposed that this question would have been considered a hundred years

ago and been adjudicated long before this. Singularly enough, however, it has remained in abeyance, and the Government has gone on
legislating and administering law without carefully discriminating as
to those over whom it had a right to exercise such control. The question has arisen latterly in connection with the allotment of
lands, and
the specific case

is

the following:
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Black Tomahawk, a fall-blood Sioux Indian, and Mrs. Jane E. Waldron, a woman of mixed Sioux Indian and white blood, both claimed a
specific tract of land as their allotment under section 13 of the act of
March 2, 1889 (25 Stats., 888, 892), "to divide a portion of the reservation of the Sioux nation of Indians in Dakota into separate reservations," etc.

That section reads as follows

:

Any Indian receiving and entitled to rations and annuities at either of the agencies
mentioned in this act at the time the same shall take effect, but residing upon any
portion of said Great Reservation not included in either of the separate reservation^
herein established, may, at his option, within one year from the time when this act
shall take effect, and within one year after he has been notified of his said right of
option in such manner as the Secretary of the Interior shall direct, by recording his
election with the proper agent at the agency to which he belongs, have the allotment to which he would be otherwise entitled on one of said separate reservations
upon the land where such Indian may then reside, etc.

Under this provision it appears that Mrs. Jane E. Waldron, a quarter-blood Santee, established her residence on a tract of land near the
city of Pierre, S. Dak., on July 4, 1889, and Black Tomahawk established
his residence on the same tract between the dates of July 20 and 30,
1889 that on September 10, 1890, Mrs. Waldron recorded her selection
of the tract as her allotment at the Cheyenne Eiver Agency, and on
October 4 following Black Tomahawk recorded at the same agency his
;

selection of the tract as his allotment.

The

assistant attorney-general, to

whom the case was referred by you,

gave an opinion dated November

27, 1891, that Mrs. Waldron is not an
Indian, and was not at the date of the act referred to entitled to receive
rations and annuities at the Cheyenne Eiver Agency, on the ground that
the common-law rule " that the offspring of free persons follows the
condition of the father prevails in determining the status of children
born of a white man, a citizen of the United States, and an Indian

his wife;" * * *
"children of such parents are therefore
birth
not Indians, but citizens of the United States, and consequently
by
not entitled to allotments under the act of March 2, 1889." (Depart-

woman

ment Decisions, Vol.

13, p. 683.)

In that decision the Department concurred, by letter of December
14, 1891, but it subsequently suspended action under this decision and
recalled the case, and it is now held in the Department under readvisem<mt.
The question involved in this case is one of greatest importance
to a large number of persons who have been regarded and treated as
Indians and who regard themselves as members of Indian tribes with
rights of property as such. In fact, few, if any, cases are presented for
the consideration of this office affecting the lands and funds of Indian
tribes that do not in a greater or less degree involve this question. I have
therefore given much thought to the subject solely with a view to as-
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certaining what are the actual rights of half-breeds and mixed-bloods,
and who are Indians within the meaning of the laws of the United

and funds of the Indian tribes. I had the
on this subject to you in a special report of

States relating to the lands

honor to submit

March

my views

17, 1892, as follows, viz:

is the name given by Columbus and the early voyagers to the
I^irst. "Indians"
natives of America under the mistaken impression that the newly discovered country
was a part of India. This mistaken impression was due to the theory of Columbus,

by sailing westward the eastern 'part of India
would eventually be reached, and doubtless also to the swarthy complexion and other
physical likenesses of the American to the East Indians.
Second. As used at the present time the term " Indian" is generally understood to
mean a member of one of the several nations, tribes, or bands of native Americans.
These nations, tribes, or bands were treated by the English settlers and by the European countries under whose authority America was settled, and subsequently by the
United States which succeeded to the rights of all these countries, as distinct political
communities, at first independent, but now dependent upon our Government for protection in their rights. An Indian is one, therefore, who owes allegiance, primarily,
to one of these political communities; and secondarily, if at all, to the United States.
He is one who is practically identified with the native Americans, and is thereby in
his ordinary relations of life separated from all other people of the republic.
Third. On account of their ignorance, their savage condition, and their customs
and habits, the Indians were never deemed to have any right of property in the soil of
the portion of country over which the tribe or band had established by force of strength
the right to 'roam in search of game, etc., or which had been set apart for its use by
treaty with the United States, act of Congress, or Executive order, but only to have
the right to occupy said portion of country. The fee in the lands of the country
occupied and roamed over by the Indians was deemed to be first in the European
sovereigns or countries, but is now held to be in the Government of the United States.
The right of occupancy, however, was a valuable right, and one which the early settlers and the Government of the United States have always respected, and for the
relinquishment of which in certain portions of America valuable considerations have
been paid. This right has been treated as an incumbrance upon the fee, and grants
made of land to which the Indian right of occupancy had not been extinguished by
the Government have been made subject to this right. Each member of an Indian
tribe has been deemed to have an equal interest in the property of his tribe, whether
as frequently stated in history, that

be in the occupancy of lands or right in the lands or moneys. In a property sense,
therefore, an Indian is one who is by right of blood, inheritance, or adoption, entitled to receive the pro rata share of the common property of the tribe.
it

Fourth. In the early history of America many white men were adopted into Indian tribes, and in accordance with the customs of those tribes became recognized
by the authorities thereof as members and entitled to all the rights therein that the
members of the Indian blood were entitled to and enjoyed. After the relations between this Government and the Indian tribes assumed the form which has been
likened to that of guardian and ward, provision was made in many of the Indian
treaties for the regulation of such adoption of whites into Indian tribes as well as
for the regulation of adoption therein of Indians of different tribes, nations, or bands,
and in many cases the United States have been given the right to supervise and approve or disapprove such adoption thereafter made as the best interests of the Indian tribes would seem to demand.
Even as early as 1638 the English of Connecticut entered into a treaty with the
Quiimipiacs, a small baud located in the vicinity of the bay of New Haven, in which
the Indians covenanted to aflmit no other Indians among them without first having
leave from the English. See De Forrest's History of the Indians of Connecticut, pago

8397
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Tboso white men who were adopted into Indian tribes, as above stated,
162, ct scq.
in nearly all cases contracted marriages with members of the tribe in Avhich they
had become incorporated, and the issue of these marriages were always regarded by
the Indians as members of the tribe to which their Indian parent belonged by blood.
Of course the illegitimate issue of white men and Indian women would follow the
status of the Indian mother.
Fifth. Besides the cases of white persons adopted into Indian tribes, many white
men have gone among the Indians and, without becoming adopted, married members
of the tribe according to the Indian custom. While the authorities of the tribe in
these cases always deemed and treated the issue of such marriages as members of
the tribe, and while such issue would seem, in the light of the decision of the circuit
court for the northern district of Oregon in re Camille (6th Federal Reporter, 256),
not to be white persons in the sense in which that expression is used in the naturalization laws of the United States (section 2169, Revised Statutes), yet in the light of
the rule of common law as laid down in ex parte Reynolds (5th Dillon, 394) they are
citizens of the United States in the sense that the courts of the United States would
have jurisdiction to try and punish them for crimes committed by them in the Indian
country. They have, however, been uniformly treated by the executive of the Government as Indians in all respects; in other words, as having a right by inheritance
to receive a pro rata benefit from the property of the tribe to which their Indian
parent belonged, both lands and funds.
There appears to have been no adjudication of the rights of these persons, commonly known as half-breeds and mixed bloods, by the courts but, under date of
July 5, 1856, Attorney-General Gushing expressed the opinion (7th Opinion, 46) that
half-breeds (and in his opinion he seems to use the expressions half-breeds and
mixed-bloods interchangeably), should be treated by the executive as Indians in
all respects so long as they retain their tribal relations.
One of the most intelligent Indians known in the history of our dealings with the Indians was John Ross,
a Cherokee chief, who was a half-breed, yet he was always treated as an Indian,
and his descendants are now regarded and treated as Indians.
Sixth. Under the rule upon which a family is constructed among civilized nations
the predominant principle is descent through the father. The father is the head of
the family. When a man marries, his wife separates herself from her family and
kindred and takes up her abode with the husband, assumes his name, and becomes
subordinate, in a sense, to him. In many cases the eldest son becomes the heir,
and in all social and political arrangements the relationship through the father is
;

the dominant one.

Among the North American Indians, however, the line of descent in many tribes
(though not in all at the present day) is through the mother, and in many instances
the wife and not the husband is recognized as the head of the family. Often when
an Indian marries instead of taking his wife to his home he goes to hers and becomes absorbed in her family. But even among tribes having descent in the male
line there are notable survivals of " mother right," as it is called by some; for example, the Dakota mother-in-law (even among the Santees in 1871) can take her
(laughter from the husband and give her to another man.
This radical difference in tracing descent, establishing relationship, constituting
towns and communities, and determining inheritance must be taken into account in
construing any question like that under discussion.
In his history of the Indians of Connecticut, De Forrest recites that although a
chieftainship among these Indians was an hereditary office, the sons of the chief
would not inherit unless their mother was of noble blood. He says that this custom
was also in vogue among the Iroquois and the Indians of the Antilles, and doubtless
among most of the aborigines of America, and he cites the case of the sons of Mornojoshuck, the earliest grand sachem of the Nehantics, whose name has descended to
our times, who did not succeed to the chieftainship of their father because they
were not of pure royal blood, their mother not being noble.
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The old English common law, which makes the father the controlling factor and
determines relationship through him, does not seem applicable to the condition of
things such as is found among the American Indians, where the mother, and not the
father, is the chief factor.
Seventh. Status of Indian women married to citizens of the United States. Under date
of February 10, 1855, an act of Congress was approved (10 Stats., 604) which provides that " any woman Avho is now or may hereafter be married to a citizen of the
United States, and who might herself be lawfully naturalized, shall be deemed herself
a citizen." As the courts have declared that an Indian can not be naturalized under
our general naturalization law (6th Federal Reporter, 256), an Indian woman underthe
statute just quoted could not by marriage with a citizen of the United States become a citizen herself. By the act of August 9, 1888 (25 Stats., 392), Congress declared that any Indian woman (except a member of the Five Civilized Tribes) who
should thereafter marry a citizen of the United States should be deemed a citizen
herself by virtue of such marriage, but that in thus becoming a citizen she should
in no way forfeit any of her rights to an interest in the property of her tribe.
According to this an Indian woman married to a citizen of the United States prior
to August 9, 1888, not only did not become a citizen herself by reason of such marriage, but she did not lose her connection with her tribe nor cease to be an Indian
so that the law of descent among the Indians, which is often through the mother,
would seem to have included her offspring as members of her tribe.
Since the passage of that act, however, the effect of the marriage of an Indian
woman to a citizen of the United States upon the status and rights in her tribe of
her offspring by such marriage is totally different. Now, and hereafter, by her marriage to a citizen, she separates herself from her tribe and becomes identified with
the people of the United States as distinguished from the people of her tribe. Her
children will be citizens of the United States in all respects, and in.no respect can
they be deemed to be members of her tribe. They are Americans, not Indians. They
would therefore have no right to share in the property of the tribe, except such as
they might take by representation of the mother. As long as the mother remains a
member of the tribe her interest in the tribal property is only a personal interest,
and at her death reverts to the benefit of the tribe. This would seem right in view
of the fact that her children are also deemed to be members of the tribe and have
status and rights of their own therein. They belong to the tribe, and in case of her
death they are cared for and supported by it. But, as shown above,'when she separates herself from her tribe and becomes a citizen of the United States by intermarriage, her children will be citizens and will not have any status or rights of their
own by law in the mother's tribe. They could not take allotments or receive annuities in the absence of treaty provision to that effect, but they could inherit the
land allotted to the mother and the moneys payable to her. In such an instance I
think that justice would demand that the joint-tenancy feature of survivorship,
which is present in all Indian tenures, so long as tribal relation is in force, should
be deemed to be eliminated so far as regards her undivided as well as her divided
proportion of the tribal property, and her interest should be permitted to descend to
her children in case of her death before partition occurs and a settlement of tribal
matters is made. By this I mean that where an Indian woman has by virtue of the
act of August 9, 1888, become a citizenrof the United States and dies before allotment
of the lands of her tribe occurs, or before the final distribution of the tribal funds
takes place, such children (the issue of the marriage by virtue of which she became
a citizen of the United States) as may survive her should be allowed to take by
representation the allotment she would be entitled to receive if alive, and her pro
rata of the funds of the tribe but they should not be permitted to receive allotments in their own right or any pro rata of their own of said lands or funds.
Another provision is made in the act of August 9, 1888^ which I regard as significant, and that is where, in section 1, Congress declares "That no white man not
otherwise a member of any tribe of Indians who may hereafter marry an Indian
;

;
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a member of any Indian tribe in the United States or any of its Territories,
except the Five Civilized Tribes in the Indian Territory, shall by such marriage hereafter acquire any right to any tribal property, privilege, or interest whatever to
which any member of such tribe is entitled."
This is an evidence to my mind that Congress not only regarded mixed bloods of a
tribe as having rights in the tribal property, privileges, and interests in the tribe,
but it is implied also that the white father had, by his marriage with an Indian,
acquired certain rights, privileges, and interests in the tribe.
Eighth. In view of the peculiar relations of Indian tribes with the United States
it is a question whether a citizen of the United States can, by becoming a member
of one of the tribes without the consent of the Government, be said to have expatriated himself in the sense that he would if he had been naturalized into a foreign
nation but I do not think it can be denied that citizens of the United States who
have become incorporated into an Indian tribe with the consent of the United States
have expatriated themselves to the extent that they thereafter become entitled to
recognition as members of the Indian tribe into which they have been adopted, and
become entitled to an equal interest in the common property of the tribe. This
principle appears to be recognized by the court in the case of ex parte Reynolds,
above referred to. The issue of marriages between such white persons and Indians

woman,

;

of the tribe into which they have been adopted are therefore to all intents and purposes just as much members of the tribe as are the issue of marriages of Indian members of the tribe of the full blood, and just as much entitled to benefits from the
common property of the tribe.
Ninth. In dealing with Indian matters the Government has treated with Indian
nations, tribes, or bands as solid bodies politic, and, prior to 1871, so far as individuals composing them have been concerned, in the same manner as it would with any

The individuals of the
foreign power; that is, through the treaty -making power.
tribe or nation have not been known in our dealings with the tribe as for instance,
all persons recognized by the Indian authorities as members of the Sioux Nation,
full-bloods, half-breeds, mixed bloods, or whites, have been treated as the
Sioux Nation, and rights have vested under treaties and agreements in half-breeds,
mixed bloods, and whites that can not be taken away or ignored by the Government,
Where, by treaty or law, it has been required that three- fourths of an Indian tribe

whether

shall sign any subsequent agreement to give it validity, we have accepted the signatures of mixed bloods of the tribes as sufficient, and have treated said agreements
as valid for the purpose of the relinquishment of the rights of the tribe in lauds
owned, occupied, or claimed by it, and large sums of money have been appropriated
and paid to the Indians, including mixed bloods and whites, in consideration for the
relinquishment or cession of lands made thereunder. Also, where Congress has required a census to be taken of an Indian tribe (as in the case of the Chippewas, 25
Stats., 642), the roll of names submitted of those recognized by the Indians as members of their tribe, including half-breeds and mixed bloods, has been accepted by the
executive department of the Government without question as conforming to the

requirements of the statute.
These acts of the Government acceptance of their signatures to agreements relinquishing rights in lands and their enrollment as beneficiaries under an agreement
with an Indian tribe have fixed the status of mixed bloods as Indians in the sense
that they have an interest in the common property of the tribe to which they severally claim to belong. To decide at this time that such mixed bloods are not Indians,
so that they can not claim a right in the property of the tribe of which they claim and
are recognized to be members, would unsettle and endanger the titles to much of the
lands that have been relinquished by Indian tribes and patented to citizens of the

United States.
Tenth. Under the general allotment act, as well as under special acts and agreements, lands have been allotted and patented to the Indians by the Government,
recognizing as Indians full bloods, half-breeds and mixed bloods without distinction.
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Allotting agents have been instructed that where an Indian woman is married to a
white man she is to be regarded as the head of a family, and while her husband is
excluded from the direct benefits of the law, she and her children are to have its full
benefits.
is also worthy of consideration in this connection that the United
Government has been and is the trustee of vast sums of Indian money, and
that it has from time to time disbursed this money by paying it per capita to the
Indians, recognizing as Indians all who are borne upon the rolls and recognized by
the Indians themselves as members of their tribes, including half-breeds and mixed
bloods. If therefore these latter are not Indians and as such are not entitled to
share in the Indian money, it is a serious question whether the "real Indians" to
whom the money rightfully belongs have not an equitable claim against the United

Eleventh. It

States

States for misappropriation of their funds.
In view of these considerations it seems to me, with my present light, that in determining the rights and privileges of mixed bloods we must give to the term "In-

and not a technical or restrictive construction. It must be conand not in its ethnological significance. The law of descent
must be determined not after Roman or English precedents, but in accordance with
Indian usage and our American administrative sanction. Any other conclusions announced now as a binding rule, having retroactive consequences, would result in
invalidating treaties and agreements, disregarding vested rights, and introducing
dian" a

strued in

liberal

its historical

confusion into the entire Indian question.
Of course, when the Indians shall have become citizens of the United States by
taking allotments, or otherwise, the law of inheritance, where not fixed by specific
statutes, will be determined by the common law as applied to all other classes of
people.

EDUCATION.
During the past three years the work of education has been pushed
with great vigor and with ceaseless vigilance, and I think it safe to
say that this has been the best year of the three. Few people can have
any just conception of the enormous amount of labor and the perplexities involved in the development of an adequate school service for the
Indians; the schools are so far removed from the office, are scattered
over such an immense region of country, are surrounded by conditions
so wholly different, that it has been well nigh impossible to put into
execution any definite plan that should apply equally to all.

RESTRICTED COST OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS.
There has been unavoidable delay connected with the building of
schoolhouses and the development of proper plants for schools. I
have been met all the time with the very great difficulty of securing
enough money to erect suitable buildings. I have had occasion in former reports to show conclusively that the legal limitations fixed by
Congress heretofore have rendered it, in some cases, absolutely impossible to do the work that ought to be done.
For example, three years
ago the law restricted the cost of any school building on an Indian
reservation, including furnishing, to $10,000. Last yea.r, after a great
deal of persuasion, the limit was raised to $1,2,000, exclusive, of furnishing. Under this restriction I advertised, for instance, for bids for

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

38

the erection of a modest, cheap -school building, on the Navajo Reservation; received no bids, and was obliged to abandon the enterprise;
so that to-day, for 3,000 Navajo children of school age there are accommodations on the reservation for only about 100. I have urged
raising the limit of the cost of a building to $20,000, but so far

my

recommendations have not been adopted. The present law fixes it at
$15,000, which is still too small for the accomplishment of the purpose.

A very good illustration

is

furnished in the history of the school at

Dak., which was inaugurated by Congress prior to the
Pierre,
of
my administration, but which has been completed only
beginning
and
now in successful operation. It has accommodations
is
recently,
for about 175 pupils, and the plant has thus far cost $70,000.
Some addiS.

tional

improvements are still required in order to make it adequate
accommodation of that number of pupils. It will be seen from

for the

when the office is restricted to $15,000 for the erection
of a school building on a remote reservation it is sometimes tantamount to a prohibition of the work.
this that

The

limit of $600 placed upon the cost of a day-school building also
amounts, in many cases, to prohibition. Where I know that a suitable

building can not be erected for that sum I make no attempt to build one.
When discussing the question of the cost of Indian school buildings,

has frequently been suggested to me that inasmuch as these school
buildings are only temporary they should be plain and cheap. My
reply is that at best the buildings erected are plain to barrenness and
it

cheap in some instances to worthlessness. Any school building anywhere should be so built as to resist the elements and to be at least
Cheap workmanship means poor workmanship, and a cheap
fairly safe.
building means, of necessity, almost, a poor building. One large building which I have in mind I found, on my visit to the reservation, unsafe, and it is now rendered habitable only by dint of iron supports.

Another that

I recall is liable at

any time to

collapse.

Many

of these

buildings are exposed to very severe winds, and are apt, unless strongly
Even
built, to be destroyed by tornadoes and entail great loss of life.
at Carlisle, Pa., I was greatly distressed myself personally by the
furious wind that tested the strength of the school building during the

closing exercises. s Had it not been well constructed there would have
been fearful destruction of life.
Special pains need to be taken in construction to avoid danger from
fire.

During the past twelve months four school buildings (Fort Peck,

Mont., Klamath, Oregon, Winnebago, Nebr., and Fort Yuma, Cal.) have
been destroyed by fire, and several others are so poorly constructed and
so greatly exposed that I have been in constant dread lest they might
beburned, together with their inmates. One school building that I have

mind now is heated by sixty stoves, which are
fire, and it has a very inadequate water supply.

in

Then, again,

many

sixty opportunities for

schools in the extreme north, in the Dakotas,
in regions where the temperature

Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho, are
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oftentimes very low and trying, and where, consequently, it is necessary that the buildings should be well built in order to insure ordinary
comfort for the employe's and pupils.
But the great desideratum is sufficient room. Where 100 pupils with
is

the required employe" force are gathered together in one building, it is
absolutely essential, not simply on the ground of comfort but of health
and of life, that there should be sufficient sleeping space, in order that
the pupils may not be so crowded into sleeping roomsas to endanger
their health and their lives.
There ought to be, in connection with every large school, a well arranged hospital where the sick can be properly cared for, and where
those affected with contagious disease can be isolated from the others
so as to prevent the spread of the

same

disease.

When

these absolute requirements are taken into consideration it
will be evident to any person acquainted with the facts that the limit
fixed heretofore by the Government for the cost of boarding school
is an unreasonable one.
has been suggested to me that our fathers attended school in a
log schoolhouse, and that this is good enough for an Indian. This suggestion, however, is based upon an entire misapprehension of the situOur fathers had decent homes and attended the " log schoolation.
house" during a few hours of the day. The question here under discussion is not the erection of a day school in the midst of a well settled,
intelligent, religious community, but it is the question o the erection
of a boarding school, with all the necessary buildings, on an Indian
reservation with no civilization.

buildings
It

APPROPRIATIONS FOR SCHOOLS.
The Indian bill which became a law July 13, 1892, carries the gross
sum of $2,312,385 for Indian education for the year ending June 30,
1893. The amount appropriated for the same purpose by the last Congress was $2,291,650. The amount asked for by the Commissioner for
this year was $2,917,060, or $603,535 more than the sum appropriated.
This large cut in the estimates submitted by the Indian Office is a very
severe blow to the cause of Indian education. In the first place, it
renders it impossible to complete the full establishment of the several
training schools according to the plans of the Indian Office. It was
intended to complete, substantially, these large nonreservation schools,
so that they might enter at once upon the largest and most efficient
service which they are capable of rendering. The Indian bill not only
failed to

make

strictions of

suitable provision for their completion, but

such a nature as

will, in
the usefulness of these schools.

some

it

carries re-

cases, very seriously hinder

In the next place, the Indian Office asked for $200,000 for the erecenlargement, and repair of school buildings on Indian reserva-

tioD,

.
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During the last three years a large amount of work has been
done to render the Indian schools on the reservations decent and comThe sum absolutely
fortable, and some new schools have been built.
needed to carry on the work successfully during the coming year was
stated by the Commissioner in his communication to Congress to be
over $300,000, and it is safe to say that this entire amount could have
been very profitably expended in the improvement and enlargement of
the Indian school system. The amount allowed for this purpose, however, is only $100,000, or less than a third of that which was stated to
be necessary. This will of necessity prevent the establishment of new
schools where they are greatly needed and the enlargement and improvement of others where the facilities are very inadequate.
The general fund for which the Indian Office urgently asked, $1,300,000,
was placed at $1,075,000, or $225,000 less than what was earnestly requested. This cut checks at once the rapid and healthy expansion of
the school service, and confines the office to the carrying on of the
schools substantially as they were at the close of the last fiscal year
and it has made necessary a reduction in the amount allowed contract
tions.

schools.

A detailed statement of

the needs in this direction was made by the
the
enlargement of the capacity of schools alOffice, showing
new
schools
that have been established, those that
the
ready existing,
are in process of establishment, those that ought to be enlarged, and
places where new schools should be built, and on this careful figuring it
was estimated that not less than $315,000 increase of the general fund

Indian

should be granted. By refusing to do this Congress has made it impossible for the Indian Office to extend the work of education, and thus
has checked for the time the plans which were being so successfully
carried into execution.

Every

friend of Indian education

who

realizes that the future of this

interesting people depends so largely upon the proper industrial training of their children will regret the policy of Congress in refusing to
appropriate necessary funds for the enlargement and carrying out of

the work which

is being so successfully prosecuted.
Nevertheless there has been great progress, and when the schools in
process of establishment can be completed, which in several instances
will require considerable sums of money, a large majority of Indian
children will be provided for if the work can be carried forward a few

years longer in the same lines.
By limiting the expenditure at reservation boarding schools to $200
per capita Congress has jeopardized the very existence of some schools.
In most instances the per capita cost is much below $200, but there are
circumstances under which it will probably be found impossible to maintain an efficient school at that cost. The effort will be made, however,

and

if it

can not be done the fact

will

be reported.
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aspect might be regarded as a most generous contribution from the
public treasury for the benefit of these Indian children. There is no
doubt that in years to come, when the nearly 20,000 Indian children

now

enjoying the advantages thus provided by the people of the
United States out of the public treasury shall have finished their
education and established themselves in life^ and realize what has been
done for them, there will be thousands of them with hearts full of gratitude and ready to recognize fully their deep sense of obligation to the
people who have made such liberal provision for their education.

GENERAL SURVEY OF THE FIELD.

On my recommendation you have
New York

schools the children of the

discrimination against

admitted to the Government
Indians, so that hereafter the
to their det-

them which heretofore has worked

riment will no longer hinder their educational advancement.
The Indians of Michigan will have very soon a good school in operation for their benefit at

Mount

Pleasant.

Those in Wisconsin will be fairly well provided for when the two
schools under way at Oneida and Tomah are finished and in operation.
Considerable remains to be done for the Indians of Minnesota.
Plans are in successful operation for the development of a system of
schools that shall be,

when completed,

North and South Dakota.
A very greatly needed addition

will

fairly

adequate for the Sioux of

be made to the school

facilities

Montana when the industrial training school now in process of development at Fort Shaw is completed.
The Indians of Wyoming are rejoicing in the prospect of the speedy
of

completion of the great school at Shoshone.
Much progress has been made in the two schools at Lapwai and Fort
Hall for the Idaho Indians, and it is possible within two years to render the school facilities ample for all the Indians of that State.
The school at Carson, in Nevada, has more than met expectations,
but it ought to be enlarged to at least twice its present capacity. The

boarding school at Pyramid Lake, Nev., has been strengthened and
is now doing effective work.
In Washington there is still a lack of suitable educational facilities,
although the schools at Takama, near Tacoma, and elsewhere have
been enlarged and rendered more efficient. That near Tacoma is
particularly prosperous and encouraging.
In Oregon the school near Salem has

reached perhaps

its

full

development as to capacity and equipment, and has entered upon a new
career of usefulness. Improvements have been made at Siletz and

Klamath, and there is a better state of things generally regarding
education among the Indians in that State than heretofore.
Fort Gaston, in Hoopa Valley, California, has been converted into
an industrial school, and will open the 1st of September, or soon after.
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There has been great delay in building a new school at liound Valley,
but I am hoping now that it will be opened at an early day. That at
Perris is approaching completion, and the day schools among the
Mission Indians have closed their most successful year. The school
at Fort Yuma continues on its modest way, accomplishing good results
On the
for those degraded people, and yet leaving much to be desired.
whole, however, the outlook in California is very satisfactory.
Two of the most successful schools that have been inaugurated are

One is at Fort Mojave, where a most vigorous
and every way admirable work is being done under* distressingly hard
circumstances, and where a people heretofore given over to neglect and

to be found in Arizona.

almost hopeless degradation are now being stimulated in a high degree. -4t PhoBnix, the capital of the Territory, there is now in successful
operation a school that by its admirable management and striking results has captivated the people of Arizona and largely changed the
whole drift of public sentiment regarding the Indians.
Among the Moquis, as already stated, the school which had languished for years is now crowded to excess, and a people that were
forced two years ago to send their children to it are now eagerly on
the watch for an opportunity to fill any vacancy that may occur.
The school at Pima, on the reservation, has enjoyed a very successful year and has done excellent work.
Agent Grouse has succeeded in
awakening a very satisfactory spirit among his people, and large numbers of their children are now in schools in various parts of the country.
At last there is a prospect of a small boarding school for the 2,000
White Mountain Apaches, but under the limitations placed upon me
its development will necessarily be very slow and tedious and its completion deferred to some future time. The school at San Carlos has
been used during the year chiefly as a recruiting station. It has, however, done good work notwithstanding the exceptional difficulties that
have environed it.
Very little has been done for the Navajos, and I am not hopeful as
to the future of these people educationally. They are very conservaThey
tive, proud, haughty, distrustful, superstitious, and stubborn.
are scattered over an immense territory, are nomadic in their habits,
have thus far resisted all appeals to allow their children to be sent
away to school, and, as I have elsewhere stated, the restrictions put
upon the office by Congress have been such as to render it well-nigh
impossible to plant schools in their midst. That at Fort Defiance, the
only one on the reservation,-has done valuable work, but has been slimly
attended and has by no means met my expectations.
In New Mexico there is a large body of Pueblo Indians with hundreds of children of school age growing up in ignorance and heathenism. The two Government schools at Santa F6 and Albuquerque are

now thoroughly

established, fairly well equipped, and are doing very
satisfactory work. It has been found, however, almost impossible to
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secure the attendance of Pueblo children, as there has been a persistprevent the people from patronizing- these
schools, and recently some of the patrons have been induced by misrepresentations to appeal to the courts to have their children removed
from Albuquerque by a writ of habeas corpus. Both of these schools
ent, systematic effort to

had been established by act of Congress prior to my entrance upon my
duties, so that my work has been limited to their completion and successful administration. J have used all proper incentives and have
spared no labor to bring their advantages to the attention of the Pueblo
Indians and the people of New Mexico, and have striven most earnestly to fill them with Pueblo children. I have been thwarted in this,
however, and have been forced, most reluctantly, to fill the schools
with children drawn from Arizona and elsewhere instead of from the
New Mexico Pueblos.
In Utah there is at last in successful operation a school for the
Uintahs, and one is in process of establishment for the Indians at Ouray.
In the early fall both of these schools will, I hope, be in successful
operation.
'In Colorado the school at

Grand Junction, which languished so long,
has at last been made most efficient and is full of hope. We are now
in the midst of the conversion of the old military post of Fort Lewis
into an industrial school and have already in attendance about 50
pupils, half of them belonging to the Southern Utes.
In Oklahoma the Cheyenne school at Caddo Springs has been reconstructed and greatly improved. The Arapaho school at Darlington has
been enlarged and put in better condition a new school has been established at Seger Colony, to begin operations in September another is
building at Rainy Mountain, and will open about the 1st of January.
The Kiowa and Wichita schools have been improved and are in successful operation, and the long-promised and much-delayed school at Fort
The capacity of this
Sill for the Cornanches is now vigorously at work.
school should be increased during the next year. The three at Ponca,
Otoe, and Pawnee are in a better condition than ever before and are
among the most satisfactory reservation schools.
When the present improvements at Chilocco are completed, which
will be in the near future, we shall have there one of the finest indusIt has a body of more that 8,000 acres
trial institutions in the country.
of land, and is capable of being rendered largely, if not entirely, selfsupporting at no distant day.
The Osages have shown a lively interest in education, and nearly
every child of suitable age has been in school. These people are immensely rich, and support their own schools. They have been anxious
to give many of their children a liberal education, and if my recommendations had been approved many of them would to-day be pursuing higher courses of study. The interruption of this work has been a
great disappointment to me, to Agent Miles, and to the Indians.
$

;
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at Lawrence, Kans., has reached its highest point of pros500 pupils, and now challenges the closest criticism.
over
has
perity,
The school at Genoa, Nebr., is still in a transition state, but has done
exceptionally good industrial work and will soon have its plant fairly
well completed. It has enrolled about 400 pupils.
The little band of Indians in the heart of Iowa, at Tama, have wellnigh successfully resisted all efforts for their educational advancement.
The school at Carlisle, Pa., still maintains its preeminence, is now
admirably equipped, and has had an attendance during the past year
of about 800. It is prepared to do even greater service in the future
than it has rendered in the past.
School work among the Eastern Cherokees in North Carolina is just
now at a standstill. For particulars in regard to the unfortunate controversy which has arisen see Appendix, page 141.

The school

COMMENTS ON INDIAN EDUCATION.
summary review of the situation warrants me in saying
That the system of Government schools now in successful operation is every way creditable to the Government of the United States.
They are, within the measure of their possibilities, doing most excellent
work, and every year hastens the time when, by their aid, there will be
a new generation of English-speaking Indians, prepared to become
Americans.
2. Nothing should be allowed to hinder the development of these
This
1.

schools along the present lines of their activities and growth until they
shall be sufficient to furnish full educational facilities for all the Indian

children that can be induced to attend them.
necessarily large, but

The expense involved

is

well expended.
In the appendix, page 146, I present a table showing the per capita
cost of reform schools in various States.
comparison of this table
it is

money

A

with the allowances for the expenses of the Government Indian schools
will show that this work costs less than the work done in the reform
schools, and from my personal knowledge of that work I have no hesitancy in saying that on the whole the Indian work is equal or superior
to that done in the State institutions.
3. In view of the rapidity with which Indians are taking their lauds
and becoming nominally citizens of the United States, the work of education should be hastened with the view of bringing as large a number
as possible of prospective citizens under its influence in order to prepare them for the inevitable duties and responsibilities that await them.
Any delay at this juncture will be irreparable for the Indians and may
be disastrous to the communities in which they reside.
4. Thus far the operation of the civil-service rules has
been, on the
whole, satisfactory, and I see no reason to doubt the ultimate success
of the scheme. It has, however, developed this fact, that it is very difficult to

secure competent persons able to pass the requisite civil-serv-
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examination who are willing to accept positions offered them, by
reason of the small salaries, the numerous hardships, and the severity
of the labors involved.
5. 'One of the most difficult problems connected with the administration of the Indian schools is that of attendance. Congress has ree'nacted a law for compulsory attendance, but has provided no sufficient
force for carrying it into execution. In some cases it has been found
impracticable to use the Indian police for this purpose, and there is a
reluctance to resort to military force. I am watching with solicitude,
as well as interest, the development of the matter, and am not prepared
to say at present what the final outcome is to be. For correspondence
ice

on

this subject see appendix, page 150.
Another serious matter connected

with this subject is the health
the work progresses and greater care is used
in the scrutiny of those who enter school, it is found that there is an
alarming amount of disease among the children, and even under the
most painstaking care it develops itself, often rendering it impossible
6.

of Indian children.

As

The facts already show that the cornagainst the unhealthiness of eastern schools
were unfounded, because the same conditions manifest themselves in
the western schools near to or on reservations. Very great care is given
to this matter, and undoubtedly experience has led to a better sanitary
for

them

to

be kept in school.

pjaints heretofore

made

oversight of the pupils; but there have been epidemics of measles,
scarlet fever, diphtheria, sore eyes, and numerous isolated cases of sickness which have sadly interfered with the work of the schools and

have largely increased the
ents and their assistants.

care, anxiety,

and labor of the superintend-

The sad fact, is that there is avast amount of disease among the Indians
living on reservations, exposed as they are to the severities of the climate,
almost entirely ignorant of sanitary laws, and having wholly insufficient medical attendance. They are at the mercy of disease, and oftentimes their children are swept away by epidemics in alarming numbers.
As there are no health officers among them, and no complete record is
kept of disease and death, these matters do not often come to the surface, so that their real condition is known only to those immediately

concerned.

When, however,
their

names are

their children are taken into boarding schools, where
and a record kept of their condition, it very

enrolled

speedily becomes known if they are ill, and especially if they die. The
death of an Indian child in school is frequently seized upon by Indians
who are opposed to education as an excuse for refusing to send their
children to school, or as a pretext for demanding their release if already
there.
7. I am happy to call attention to the vast change in public sentiment observable during the last three years on the subject of Indian

I doubt if there is a question before the public in which
there is a more general concensus of opinion. Even the Western States

education.
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where the feeling against the Indian has been exceedshow a surprising and most gratifying change in public
Wherever a school is located, as at Pierre, S. Dak.,

Territories,

ingly bitter,
sentiment.

Genoa, Kebr., Lawrence, Kans., Albuquerque, N". Mex., Phoenix, Ariz.,
and Grand Junction, Colo., there is developed an extraordinary degree of
public interest and sympathy in the work. It is now universally conceded by every intelligent observer that the Indians can be educated,
that the Government schools are eminently successful, and that it is a
wise expenditure of money from the point of view of economy, philan-*
thropy, and justice to provide for them suitable educational facilities.
Among those who have been active in bringing about this improved

public sentiment are the Indian Eights Association, the Women's National Indian Association, the Mohonk Conference, the Boston Indian

Committee, the leading religious and secular newspapers of
number of prominent clergymen and other
men
who
have
taken a deep personal interest in the
public- spirited
(Jitizenship

the country, and a large
matter.

has been suggested to me that this public interest in the Indian
u
question is a fad," and should be treated as such. I can only say I
wish there were more such fads as this. It is participated in by a vast
It

number of the most

intelligent, upright, philanthropic, unselfish citizens of the United States, and represents on this great question an
advanced state of morality and intelligence which is highly creditable
to our Christian civilization, and marks very honorably the closing demust either fight Indians, feed them, or else
cade of the century.
educate them. To fight them is cruel, to feed them is wasteful, while
to educate them is humane, economic, and Christian.

We

8.

The rudimentary education supplied

in these

Government

institu-

tions, which are necessarily, as yet, on a low plane, ought to be supplemented in many cases by an enlarged course of study. Many Indians
of both sexes are showing marked capacity for scholarship and are
evincing an eager desire to acquire that broader culture which will fit

among their people. One young man thoroughly
worth, in many respects, more to his people than a considerable number with only a common-school training.
There is an especial call among the Indians for persons of their own
race who are competent physicians and lawyers. The Government

them

for leadership

educated

is

makes

at best a most unsatisfactory provision for the medical care of
these people, and I have felt that wherever a young man or woman
among them could be found who showed the requisite qualities for the

work
if

of physicians or nurses they should be encouraged and assisted,
necessary, by the Government, in the pursuit of that professional

training which should prepare

them for this important work.
more and more apparent that the Indians, unless they are prepared to defend themselves in the courts, will be
robbed of their property and denied their rights. I wish there were
Every year renders

it
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to-day a hundred young

among them, preparing

men

of the highest type, such as can be found
themselves, by the study of law, for the de-

fense of their people in their rights of person and property.

SCHOOL CONFERENCE.
December 23-24, 1891, at Lawrence, Kans., I held a conference with
the superintendent of Indian schools, the superintendents of the nonreservation schools, and the supervisors of education for the purpose
of discussing various matters pertaining to Indian school work.

NONRESERVATION BOARDING SCHOOLS.
TABLE

2.

Name

Location, attendance, capacity, etc., of nonreservation training schools during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1892.

of school.
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one at Phoenix, Ariz., was originally established at the abandoned military post of Fort McDowell, but was removed from there to Phoenix
when it was found that the post was an unsuitable place for a school.
It will thus be seen that these nonreservation schools had their ori-_
gin in 1879, and have had a steady growth ever since. They seem to
have found special favor in the eyes of Congress and have received
cordial support.
The Indian Office has

done very little directly toward multiplying
these schools, but has labored strenuously, during the past three years
In no single instance did I find
particularly, to improve their character.
one of these schools properly equipped. In all of them there was an
urgent need for better accommodations and better facilities for work.
If I had been allowed to carry out the plans which were in successful
operation during last year another year would have seen all these
schools well established and capable of performing good work. In several cases, however, I am sorry to say, the restrictions placed by law
upon their development have been such as not only to hinder their
growth, but also to seriously cripple their usefulness.
Two great considerations which may be urged in behalf of these nonreservation schools are:

That they bring the Indian pupils into more vital contact with
Most of the schools are situated in the midst of prosperous communities, where the pupils can have actual experience in the
advantages and privileges offered by civilization. What they see of
the busy life of commerce, manufactures, agriculture, and what they
(1)

civilization.

learn of the social conditions of the white people by mingling with
them, constitutes an important factor in their own education, and
serves to awaken in their minds a desire to participate in its benefits.

The "outing system" which has been in successful operation at
Carlisle, and is now beginning to be operative in several other schools,
while not fulfilling the expectations of its most earnest advocates in
inducing the Indians to permanently settle in white communities, has
served, nevertheless, a good purpose in giving to the pupils .an opportunity to work along with white people, and to associate with them
more intimately, and thus to learn, by actually performing the duties
involved in civilized pursuits, something of what it means to work- for
I do not hesitate to say that in these respects these
'themselves.
schools are doing for the promotion of civilization among the Indians
what can not, by any possibility, be done by the reservation schools.
(2) Another and*scarcely less important service rendered by these
schools is the opportunity which they afford for> the people of this
country to see what can actually be done for Indian youth under favor-

able circumstances.

The

old notion that an Indian can not be taught

or civilized, that he will not work, has been almost entirely driven
away from the public thought by what has been demonstrated in these
institutions of learning.

8397

I

A

4=

To

see is to believe.

A visit

to one of these

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

50

schools usually serves to remove forever from the mind of the visitor
the prejudice, however deep-seated, against the Indian as a natural
savage, and a necessarily inferior being.
The problem of industrial training in connection with these schools
The general idea of work is awakened in the
is not yet fully solved.
minds of all the pupils, and habits of industry are formed; but there
are numerous problems connected with industrial education that yet

await solution.
Thus far the idea that has been most insisted upon, and which has
been most fully carried out, has been that it is a great service to the
Indians to require them to perform some form of manual labor in order
that they may acquire a taste for work, and be willing to perform it as a
means of livelihood. It has been found practicable in many cases also
to teach trades so far as to impart a moderate degree of skill and to
make it possible for those who have been under training to follow their
trades, under favorable circumstances, after leaving school. Of course,
however, the one great drawback to this is that generally the trade

which has been learned by the boy or the girl is not found useful on returning to the reservation, either because there is no demand for the
labor or because the returned student has neither the capital nor the independence to establish himself in business. Doubtless many of these
pupils could find remunerative employment, if they were willing to
seek it, in white communities.
In some instances the work of the pupils in the school has been made
to yield a profitable return to the institution. This is particularly the
case in the matter of farming. In other cases, however, owing to the
youth of the pupils as well as to their lack of training and the necessity

of constant oversight, their labor is not remunerative to the school.
The great cost of any scientific industrial training of a high order will
necessarily hinder the carrying of such

work

in these schools very far.

an expensive luxury.
general remark ought to be made here as applicable not only to
these nonreservation schools but to the reservation schools, even in a
higher degree, namely The necessity of a much larger teaching force
than has been heretofore employed in these institutions. Indian chil-

Technical education

is

One

:

dren, taken from the camps, where they have had very little home training, require an amount of care and oversight that is little understood

by any who

are not actively engaged in the work. Mrs, Dorchester,
special agent, who has traveled so extensively and observed so carefully, has insisted with great earnestness and force upon the absolute

necessity of increasing the number of employes connected with these
Government schools if they are to do the work which they ought to

perform for their pupils.
responsibility and labor connected with the management of a
Indian
boarding school are simply enormous, and I Jmow of no
large
in
work where the exactions are so many or so
the
educational
place

The
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Those engaged in it are entitled to a fair compensation, to
support, and to sympathy.
The work already accomplished in these schools, although not what
could be desired, is, I am persuaded, considering the circumstances, al]
that could reasonably be expected.
severe.

RESERVATION BOARDING SCHOOLS.
TABLES.

Location, capacity,

and date of opening of Government
schools.

reservation boarding

52
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Location, capacity, and date of opening of Government reservation hoarding schools Continued.
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Supt. Dorchester, who has been continuously at work visiting Indian schools for more than three years, and has, perhaps, a broader
and more accurate knowledge of the entire question of Indian school
work than any other man on the continent, insists with great earnestness upon the value of the reservation schools in contradistinction to
those at a distance, and certainly great weight should attach to his
opinion.

.;

Without committing myself to the theory of reservation schools, I
have felt constrained to establish some new schools and to do whatever
could be done to render those which I found in existence efficient in
their work, and I have devoted a great deal of time and energy to securing that end. It is the uniform testimony, I believe, of all who are
acquainted with the facts that these schools are in much better condition, both as to their equipment, the personnel of their employes, and the
efficiency of their

work than they were three years

ago.

GOVERNMENT DAY SCHOOLS.
TABLE

4.

Location and capacity of Government day schools, June 30, 1892.

Arizona
San Carlos, White Mountain Apache

New Mexico

:

.

50

California:
65

Bishop*
Greenville* ...........

Hoopa Valley

100

...............

60

.

261

Mission, 8 schools
Round Valley, 2 schools

70

Ukiah*

45

Indian Territory:

Quapaw,
Iowa:

3 schools

118

30

Michigan
Baraga ...........................
L'Anse ....................

Laguna

40

30

30

North Carolina:
Eastern C herokee,
North Dakota:

50
30

.

Minnesota:
Birch Cooley

175

4 schools t

Devil's Lake,TurtleMountain,3 schools.

150

Standing Rock, 8 schools

340

Oklahoma:
etc.,

South Dakota

Oakland

'.

20

.

:

7 schools

Cheyenne River,

:

Crow Creek, etc.
Driving Hawk's Camp
White River

183

:

30

Nebraska:

Washington

414

:

Lummi

Santee

50

Neah Bay, Quillehute

Flandreau

80
30
458

;

Pine Ridge, 15 schools
Rosebud, 13 schools

Montana
Tongue River

60

Puyallup:

Ponca
Nevada:
Nevada

Jamestown*
Port Gamble*

-

Wisconsin
Green Bay, 7 schools

30
35

:

Wadsworth ....................
Walker River ................

.

La Pointe,

.

Mexico
Pueblo

Continued:
Continued

McCarty's
Santa Clara

Ponca,

SacandFox

New

Puehlo

310

7 schools

261

:

Total capacity .
number of schools
.

Cochita
*

30

Not on a reservation.

Total
1

3,

724
101

Carried on under contract.

The reservation day school is necessarily a very unsatisfactory agency
The chief point which is aimed at in

for the uplifting of the Indians.

Indian education is the teaching of the English language. Until the
Indians are able to communicate freely with white people in the English

54

REPORT OP THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

tongue they will, of necessity, remain largely an alien people* One of
the greatest hindrances heretofore to their progress has been their
prevalent use of Indian dialects. They are thus cut off from any satisfactory intercourse with their fellow-citizens they are deprived of any
;

what is said to them through
misunderstand
interpreters
oftentimes, and usually indeed, the purof
the
toward
Government
poses
them; are suspicious, reticent, and
literature ; understand very imperfectly
;

hard to reach.
In boarding schools, where they are separated from those who
habitually use the Indian dialect and are associated with those who
constantly use English, it is possible, by diligent effort, in the course
of a few years to create the habit of using English and of making it

them understand, ordinarily, what is said to them and
communicate in fairly intelligent English, orally and in writing,
their desires and ideas. At best the process is a slow and tedious
one, and oftentimes those that have been in attendance at boarding
schools leave them with a very imperfect knowledge of English, and
on their return to their homes they frequently discard its use entirely.
Of course the difficulties of teaching English and insuring its practical
use are vastly increased where the child attends school only for a few
hours a day and spends the rest of his time at home, hearing and using
nothing but Indian dialect.
Then, too, it should be remembered that all the traditions, prejudices,
and superstitions of the Indians are arrayed against the civilization that
is sought to be communicated to them through the means of the schools?
and these forces operate with tremendous effect to neutralize the influence of the day school where the pupils spend so short a time. The

practicable for
to

camp is so intense that the day school ordinarily makes
headway against it.

influence of the
little

Nevertheless, in spite of irregular attendance and all the hindrances
which I have named and others that need not be specified, the day schools
have, in some instances, accomplished a good work. I have not, how-

made any serious attempt to increase their number, except among
the Sioux, contenting myself chiefly with improving their condition so
far as possible.
ever,

By the act of Congress authorizing the expending of $30,000 for the
erection of thirty schoolhouses among the Sioux of the Dakotas it has
been possible to build schoolhouses suited to the purpose, and by the
use of other funds available, fairly comfortable accommodations have
been provided for some of the teachers. Dwellings for teachers are
absolutely necessary, living as they do in communities where they can
find no suitable boarding place among the Indians.
It is well nigh impossible to do much, if anything, in the way of industrial teaching in connection with the day school. However, the
experiment is being tried of combining with ordinary instruction in
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the rudiments of English some simple instruction in the common industries but, of course, comparatively little can be attempted or ac;

complished in that direction,

PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
TABLE

Public schools at which Indian pupils were placed under contract with the

5,

Indian Bureau during the fiscal year ending June 80, 1892.
California

Pupils.

:

Albioii school district, Carbon, Shasta
.

County
Helm school district, Warner, San Diego County
Round Valley school district, Inyo County

Minnesota

4,

. .

Richwood, Becker County

,

30
7
9
10
4

40

:

:

District No. 32, Seaton,

Utah

, .

:

School district No. 1, Fender, Thurston County
School district No. 6> Fender, Thurston Cmmty
School district No. 10, Plum Valley, Knox County
North Dakota:'
Township No. 1 St. John, Rolette County

Oregon

12

,

:

School district No,

Nebraska

9

>.

Lane County

4

:

4, Cedar City, Iron County
District No. 12, Portage, Box Elder County

District No.

Washington

39

:

District No.

Wisconsin
Ashland

6

,

1,

Klickitat County

15

,

:

district,

Round Lake
Total

Ashland County.
Hay ward, Sawyer County

district,

,

........

, .

10
17

212

Reference to the above table shows that during the past year conwere made by the Indian Bureau for the education of 212 Indian
pupils in the public schools of the West. The number thus provided for
during the year ending June 30, 1891, was 100, showing a very gratifying
increase. I hope that when this policy of the Government comes to be
understood there will be a very considerable number of pupils admitted to the public schools, and thus be brought into close contact with
the white children, with whom they are to be associated in the future.
What has already been done in this direction has apparently demonstrated the fact that there are no insuperable obstacles in the way of
the blending of Indian children with white children in the common
schools of the country. This is an exceedingly important point in itself, in view of the fact that thousands of Indians are now taking their
lands in severalty, and thus becoming citizens and entitled to the privileges of the common schools.
They are destined to be largely, and
in many cases wholly, dependent upon them for the training of their
tracts

children.
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CONTRACT SCHOOLS.

The following table shows the amount of money set apart by the
Indian Office during eight years to various individuals, churches, and
other organizations engaged in the work of Indian education.
TABLE

6.

Amounts

set

apart for various religions bodies for Indian education for each
of the fiscal years 1886 to 1893, inclusive.
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Notwithstanding my own personal views in this matter I have not
thought it wise to suddenly interrupt a policy which was the growth
of years and which had the sanction of Congress and of previous administrations. I did feel, however, that it was incumbent upon me to
arrest the progress of the plan so far as it could be done in order that
it should extend no further.
Accordingly I have refused to enter into
contract with any new schools (except the two specially authorized by
Congress), notwithstanding earnest requests have been made for that
purpose from different denominations.
It will be noticed by an examination of the table that the money devoted to this purpose has been, very unequally distributed among the
different denominations engaged in the work, and this has given rise
'to a good deal of jealousy and of criticism of the Indian Office.
There has been during the past year a great deal of public discussion
regarding the matter of contract schools, and there is a very general
consensus of opinion among the great masses of the people that the
work of education for the Indians should be carried on either by the
Government through its own agencies or by individuals and churches
at their own expense. The appropriation of public funds for sectarian
uses is almost universally condemned, and, while there has been no
,

Government regarding this matter,
there has been a very practical change in the attitude of the churches.
The Friends have given up their work among the Eastern Cherokees;

radical change in the policy of the

the Methodists have ceased to ask for any public money for their
schools; the Episcopalians have largely reduced the amounts asked for
their schools. *

The amount allowed for contract schools for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1893, is considerably less than that for the year ending June
This decrease arises from three causes: (1) The fact that a
30, 1892.
number of contract schools have been given up by the churches and
are hereafter to be controlled by the Government (2) the amount of
j

set apart for contract schools for next year has been based generally upon the average attendance for last year, which, in many cases,
was less than the number then contracted for; and (3), owing to the

money

large reduction by Congress in the estimates of the Indian Office for
educational purposes, it has been found absolutely necessary, in order
to keep the expenditures for the coming school year -within the limits
of the appropriation, to reduce somewhat the total set apart for con-

tract schools.
*

Since the above

was written the Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Congregationalists have voted
Government aid for their schools. For their official action see Appendix

to discontinue receiving

page

177.

'

'*'.
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TABLE

7*

Indian school attendance from 1877

Year.
M

to 1892, both

years inclusive.*

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

59

SCHOOL VISITORS.
In order to awaken a more lively personal interest on the part of the
Indians in the work of education I have authorized the appointment
of school visitors, with the hope that Indian parents who are dignified
by appointment and intrusted with the responsibility of visiting the
schools and personally supervising their work will themselves become
better acquainted with educational matters and be able to arouse a
,

more general interest among
(See Appendix page 183.)

their fellows in this important subject.

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT.

make special mention of the faithful, intelligent, and effiwork rendered by Superintendent and Mrs. Dorchester. They
have been indefatigable in toil, and during more than three years have
traveled very extensively, braving dangers, hardships, and fatigue, exposed to the intense heat of Arizona and the severe storms of the Dakotas.
They have been thoroughly painstaking, cautious in their
investigations, and particularly full in their reports upon what they
have seen. They have, of course, made a specialty of the matter of
inspecting schools, but they have not confined themselves alone to this.
I

desire to

cient

made a special study of the whole envilast year and of the New Mexico Indians
I commend especially his exhaustive report

Superintendent Dorchester has

ronment of the Dakotas

during the present year.
on that subject.
They have rendered valuable service, not only to the cause of education, but to the whole matter of Indian elevation and improvement.
Their very presence on reservations is helpful to all good influences and
deterrent to

all evil forces.

Under the system of supervision now in successful operation, the
schools are receiving a kind and amount of oversight which have never
been extended to them before, and by reason of this the quality of the
work done in them has greatly improved. When we compare the
supervision given to these Indian schools with that given in the cities
of the country, it is still very imperfect and inadequate; but, owing to
the fact that these schools are scattered over such an immense region
of territory,

it is

them that kind of

practically impossible to afford

supervision which their highest

efficiency requires.

PURCHASE OF LAND FOR SCHOOL

SITES.

An act of Congress approved February 16, 1891 (26 Stats., 764), provided for the establishment of three new Indian schools, one upon the
Pipestone Reservation in Minnesota, another in the county of Isabella,
Mich., and the third in Wisconsin, near some railroad by which the
Indian reservations of the State might be conveniently reached.
For
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these schools tracts of land not less than 200 acres each might be
selected, purchased, or condemned.
Pipestone, Minn. In pursuance of this legislation, the whole of the
Pipestone Beservation has been appropriated to school purposes, subject, however, to the rights of the Indians to enter and quarry stone
at any time. This is a tract of land one mile square, in sections 1 and
2, township 106 north, range 46 west, and sections 35 and 36, township
107 north, range 46 west, containing 648.40 acres, heretofore withdrawn
from sale and settlement and reserved for Indian purposes.
Upon application from the Indians for compensation for this appropriation of their land, the Assistant Attorney-General, on the 17th of
September, 1891, rendered an opinion that the Indians were not entitled to such compensation, for the reason that their rights to quarry
stone were not infringed upon and that they would not suffer any
damage from the construction of school buildings, and that, as the title
to the land was in the United States, it might be appropriated to that
use without consulting the Indians, if that use did not abridge or interfere with the exercise of the rights guaranteed them by the 8th article
of the Sioux treaty of April 19, 1858 (11 Stats., 743).
Mount Pleasant, Mich. Many propositions were submitted by several
towns for the location of the site for the school in Isabella County,
Mich. After careful consideration of all propositions and inspection of
the tracts oifered, the Secretary, on the 23d of October, 1891, selected
the land at Mount Pleasant, known as the Old Mission farm and the
"Mowry tract," being all the northeast quarter and the east forty
acres of the southeast quarter of section 9, township 14, range 4 west,
containing 200 acres. The land was valued at $8,400, of which the
Government paid $5,000, and the citizens of Mount Pleasant contributed
the remainder. Deeds for these tracts of land have been executed and
duly recorded, and the validity of title approved by the Attorney-General, as required by section 355 of the Eevised Statutes.
Tomah, Wis. Several towns in Wisconsin offered tracts to the Government for the Indian school, free of cost, and on the 19th of October,
1891, the Secretary of the Interior accepted 200 acres near Tom ah.
This tract consists of the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter
and the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of section 27, the
east half of the southeast quarter of section 28, and the northeast
quarter of the northeast quarter of section 33, all in township 18 north,
range 1 west, in Monroe County, Wis. The deed for this land was
executed November 25, 1891, and the validity of the title was passed
upon by the Acting Attorney -General January 25, 1892, and has been
.

duly recorded.

March 3, 1891, Conan
school for the
industrial
gress appropriated money
Mission Indians near the village of Perris, Cal., upon a tract of land of
not less than 80 acres to be donated for that purpose (26 Stats., 1012).
Perris, Gal.

By

the Indian appropriation act of
for establishing
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this legislation, lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, in block 17, of the
"Kiverside tract," being a subdivision of lot 11 of Rancho San Jacinto
Nuevo, San Diego County, Gal., containing 80 acres, were selected and
donated to the United States on the 4th of November, 1891, and the
deed of conveyance was approved by the Department of Justice, February 10, 1892, as to the validity of title, and has been duly recorded.

Under

THE INDIAN EXHIBIT AT THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION.
Arrangements for an Indian exhibit by this Bureau at the World's
Columbian Exposition in Chicago are beginning to take definite shape.
Insufficiency of appropriation makes it necessary that the office confine
its exhibit almost exclusively to a presentation of the educational work

now

in progress

among

Indians.

Accordingly a location has been assigned the office near La Rabid a,
between the lagoon and the lake, upon which is to be erected an Indian
industrial boarding school building, sufficiently large to accommodate
30 pupils and half a dozen teachers and employes. This building will
be occupied at various periods, ranging from two to four weeks, by delegations from different Indian boarding schools. Several Government
schools will be represented, and different religious societies engaged in
Indian school work have also been offered the use of the building for
specified periods.

Schools represented will exemplify at Chicago the methods which
they are accustomed to pursue in the training of Indian youth. Pupils
will recite in the school room, boys will work at their
trades, girls will
be employed in domestic affairs, and, so far as practicable, the usual
school routine will be carried out.

The building will be decorated with specimens of Indian manufacture and handiwork and witli scenes illustrative of Indian life and sur-

An attempt will be made as far as practicable to give some
presentation of the work accomplished in Indian schools generally
throughout the Indian country by specimens of compositions, examiroundings.

nation papers, articles made by the pupils, etc. An added attraction
will be the occasional presence of an Indian brass band.
Altogether it is expected that the exhibit will give a graphic and
impressive showing of what the Government is trying to do for Indians
in the way of education and civilization and of the capacity and readiness shown by the Indian to improve the opportunities thus offered
him.

This picture of the Indian citizen in embryo ought to be offset by
another view of the ndian as he appeared when America was discovered or as he is still found in places where advancing civilization has
I

made

little

impression upon his primitive manners and customs. This
made in close proximity to the Indian school building

exhibit will be
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exposition, under Prof. Putthis
with
Cooperating cordially
Bureau, he proposes to have
families
taken
of
Indians
from different tribes, who,
the
grounds
upon
in
will
their
native
pursue the avocations and inresiding
habitations,

by the anthropological department of the
nam.

dustries peculiar to their respective tribes.
If larger funds were available for the office exhibit, it would be possible to cover more ground and not to be restricted to presenting but

education ; but, even with the
confident that the Indian Office exhibit, taken in connection with that of the anthropological department,
will be one of the attractive, picturesque, and striking features of the

one line of Indian advancement,

meager sum allowed, $25,000,

1

viz,

am

and will very creditably present the progress which the
Indians are making and the efforts which the Government is putting
forth to prepare its former wards for the honor and privileges of citizenship now held out to them.
In order to bring Indian schools into line with the public schools of
the country in the celebration of Columbus day, on October 21, 1892,
the following instructions were issued on August 17, 1892, to Indian
agents and school superintendents
exposition,

:

Inclosed herewith you will find printed sheets which will acquaint you quite fully
with the arrangements which are being made among the public schools of this country for the appropriate celebration of Columbus day, October 21, 1892.

You will readily see the importance of having some similar celebration take place
in Indian schools, not only to give Indian pupils the historical information which
the observance of the day will necessarily impart, but also to bring Indian schools
into line with the practices and exercises of the public schools of this country.
You will please familiarize yourself with this entire matter and see that all the
schools, boarding as well as day schools, prepare some suitable programme for October 21 and carry it out on that day. The interest and enthusiasm of the children

in these proceedings should be thoroughly aroused and the day of the celebration
made to exert as inspiring an influence over them as possible.
You will also endeavor to interest adult Indians in the celebration, and particular

pains should be taken to have returned students take some part which will renew
to them the elevating influences of the school life from which they are now separated.
sheets, and on no account must
be neglected or allowed to fail of success, and preparation for it
should be begun in all the schools with the opening of the school year.

Each school must be furnished with these printed

this celebration

For similar patriotic occasions, such as Washington's birthday,
Fourth of July, etc., very creditable programmes have been prepared
and carried out in Indian schools. I have no doubt that on this occasion, also, the exercises in which the Indian youth will participate will
be praiseworthy and peculiarly interesting, and will show that although
Indian progress is far behind what it should have become after four
hundred years of contact with white civilization, yet a large proportion
of the Indian tribes have made great advance in the scale of intelligence and civilization since Columbus found them.
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HOSPITALS.
There still exists among Indian tribes the same urgent and pitiful
need for proper medical attendance and hospital service to which I referred in my last annual report. It is simply absurd to attempt, with
only one physician, to care for the wants of more than 5,000 Indians,
scattered over a territory almost as large as Connecticut, as at Pine
Ridge, for instance; or as at Navajo where the Government provides
one physician for 18,000 Indians scattered over a territory of 12,000
square miles.
Indian reservations have no hospitals and no place to which persons
suffering from acute diseases, severe accidents, contagious diseases, or
any other physical malady can be taken, and in which they can receive
the nursing and care and medical attendance which they sorely need,
and which ought to be furnished them in the name of humanity. Left
to themselves they suffer unnecessarily and miserably perish. I have
again and again urged this matter, and have submitted estimates for
appropriations, wnich might be used in the establishment of hospitals
among Indians, but thus far without success. Congress has withheld
appropriations, and I have been powerless to remedy a great evil, which
in my view amounts to a national disgrace.
It is also a source of regret and sorrow that there are no asylums or
almshouses for the blind, deaf, insane, the incurables, and the aged and
other helpless and destitute Indians. There is nothing for them but
neglect, pain and exposure until death ends their sufferings.

INDIAN LANDS OCCUPIED BY BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES.
Following its usual custom, the office during the past year has set
apart, with the consent of the Indians, specified tracts of land upon Indian reservations for the use of religious denominations and benevolent
societies so long as such tracts may be needed by them for religious and
educational purposes among the Indians.
The grants made during the year are as follows
Eosebud Reservation, S. Dak., not exceeding 20 acres to the Episcopal Church; also not exceeding 160 acres to the Catholic Church.
Santee Reservation, Nebr., not exceeding 480- acres to the American
:

Missionary Association.
Nez Percys Reservation, Idaho, not exceeding 20 acres to the Board
of Foreign Missions" of the Presbyterian Church.
Fort Berthold Reservation, N. Dak., not exceeding 160 acres to the
American Missionary Association.
Umatilla Reservation, Oregon, not exceeding 160 acres to the Catholic Church (relocation of previous
grant).
Cheyenne River Reservation, S. Dak., not to exceed 1 acre to the
Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
'
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ISTavajo Beservation, N".

Mex., not exceeding 640 acres to the Mission-

ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Kickapoo Eeservation, Okla., not exceeding 160 acres to the Society
of Friends.
etc., Eeservatiou, Okla., not exceeding 160 acres
Missionary Board of the Christian Church.
Sisseton Eeservation, S. Dak., not to exceed 240 acres (6 tracts of 40
acres each) to the Presbyterian Church.
In a few instances societies engaged in mission work on the Sioux
Eeservations have availed themselves of the clause in the Sioux act of
March 2, 1889 (25 Stats., 888), and purchased additional land with a
view of extending their work. The money so received is placed to the
credit of the permanent fund of the Sioux and used for their benefit.

Kiowa, Comanche,

to the

Home

ALLOTMENTS.
PROGRESS MADE.
The progress made in allotment work since the date of the last annual report is as follows
To the following Indians patents have been issued and delivered
:

:

Grand Roiide Indians in Oregon
Poncas in South Dakota
lowas in Oklahoma under the agreement
ruary 13, 1891 (26 Stats., 749)
Miami Indians, under act of March 2, 1889

265
167
ratified

by the act of Feb109
1

(25 Stats., 1013)

Wyandottes of Indian Territory
Ottawas of Indian Territory
Modocs of Indian Territory
The Papagoes on the San Xavier Reservation in Arizona

242
157

68

284

Patents have been issued but not yet delivered to the following
Indians
:

Cheyeunes and Arapahoes of Oklahoma, under agreement

ratified

March 3, 1891 (26 Stats., 989)
Citizen Band of Pottawatomies in Oklahoma, under agreement
fied by act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stats., 989)
Absentee Shawnees in Oklahoma, under the same act

by

act of

8, :V2

1

rati1,

363
561

Allotments have been approved by this office and the Department
and patents are now being prepared in the General Land Office for the
following Indians

:

Oneidas in Wisconsin (approved by this office last your)
Sac and Fox in Kansas and Nebraska
Sisseton and Wahpeton in South Dakota
Pottawatomies (Prairie Band) in Kansas

Allotments have also been approved by this
Department, so far as I am advised, as follows

office

1,

530

1,

338

76
115

but not by the

:

Eastern Shawnees in the Indian Territory
Senecas in the Indian Territory

,

48
302
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The following schedules of allotments have been received in this office,
but have not yet been acted upon
:

Sioux on Crow Creek Reservation,

S.

Dak

Apaches in New Mexico
Yanktou Sioux in South Dakota (revised under act of February 8, 1891)
Sioux on Devil's Lake Reservation, N. Dak

879
846

Jicarilla

.

1,

Tonka wa Indians in Oklahoma
Chippewas on the White Earth Reservation, Minn

129

844

70
236

Sioux occupying ceded lands in South Dakota, under Sioux act of

March

Work

is

1889 (25 Stats., 888)

2,

progressing in the

464
field as follows:

Lake Reservation, "N. Dak. allotments are being made
married women, who were not included in allotments reported.
Nez Percys Reservation in Idaho, nearly completed.
Siletz Reservation in Oregon will probably be completed early
Devil's

;

;

to

in

October.
Reservations attached to the Ponca Agency in Oklahoma.
Warm Springs Reservation in Oregon.

Yakama

Reservation in Washington.
in Arizona.
Reservation
Moqui

Pottawatomie and Kickapoo reservations in Kansas.
Iowa Reservation in Kansas and Nebraska.

Chippewa reservations in Minnesota.
Surveys have been executed on the Rosebud and Pine Ridge reservations in

South Dakota, but this

office

has not yet been furnished with

the plats and field notes.
Special Allotting Agent McKean has been instructed to make allotments on the Lower Brule Reservation, S. Dak., and the work will

progress as fast as public surveys will permit.
Surveys on the Mescalero Reservation in New Mexico, the Round
Valley Reservation in California, and Quinaielt and Makah reservations in

Washington, have been recommended.

Special Alloting Agents Bushee and Eddy report 828 allotments made
to date to Indians of the Uinatilla Reservation. The appropriation is
exhausted, and as Congress failed to provide for continuing the work,

the agents have been instructed to desist unless they are willing to
continue the work and look to Congress for payment of their salaries

and other expenditures.

I

am

not yet advised of their decision.

ALLOTMENTS TO NONRESERVATION INDIANS.
act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stats., 989), the Secretary of the Interior
authorized and directed to apply the balance of the sum carried upon
the books of the Treasury Department, under the title of homesteads
for Indians, in the employment of alloting agents, and payment of
their necessary expenses, to assist Indians who desire to take home-

By

is

steads under section 4 of the general allotment act approved February
8397 I A
5
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1887 (24 Stats., 388). Michael Piggott, of Illinois, lias been appointed
special agent for the prosecution of this work, and on August 10, 1891,
he was directed to begin in the vicinity of KedcMug, Cal. He has made
8,

and within the Roseburg (Oregon) land district 528
them to this office, and he is now similarly enand
Nevada.
in
California
gaged
Since my last annual report, the General Land Office has transmitted
to this office 142 applications from Indians for lands under the said
fourth section. These applications (with others heretofore transmitted
from the Land Office) will be considered by the special allotting agent
in this office, and if the applicants are found to be entitled thereto,
allotments will be made.
to Indians there

allotments and certified

CKEICERAL

REVIEW OF ALLOTMENT WORK.

With

reference to the general subject of allotments, I present the following cursory survey of the entire field
New Jjorfc. No allotments have been made and at present none are
:

contemplated by this office, as there is no law authorizing the same,
and in the present condition of the land titles it would be impracticable to attempt to allot the lands.
Michigan. The work of making allotments has been largely completed, so that very little laud remains in reservation.
Wisconsin.
majority of the Indians located upon the several Chippewa reservations were allotted lands some years ago under the
provisions of the treaty of September 30, 1854 (10 Stats., 1109). In
the opinion of this office, the lands on these reservations, beinfg
chiefly valuable for timber, are not subject to allotment under the

A

act of February 8, 1887. Owing to the investigation into alleged timber frauds on these reservations and the action of the Senate committee on Indian traderships during the Fiftieth Congress, the work
of making allotments under the treaty of 1854, above referred to, has

been suspended.
The Oneida Eeservation has been divided among the Indians of that
reservation pro rata.
N6 allotments have been

which

is

made upon

the

Menomonee Eeservatiou,

also heavily timbered.

The Stockbridge reservation contains
have been made on

11,800 acres.

No

allotments

pending legislation looking to the
between the several classes of Stock-

this reservation

adjustment of certain difficulties
bridge Indians.
If it should be decided that it

is

expedient to allot the timber lands

in Wisconsin, the work of making the allotments could be completed in
two to three years.

Minnesota.
of

The

January 14, 1889

several reservations are to be allotted under the act
(25 Stats., 642).

in the field is referred to on

page

80.

The work

of the commission

now
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There are some 400 Sac and Fox Indians, but as they are
by themselves, they are not within

located on lands bought and paid for
the provisions of the allotment law.

North Dakota. Allotments have been nearly completed on the
DeviPs Lake Reservation
Surveys of the Fort Berthold Reservation, preliminary to allotments,
have been commenced.
No steps have been taken looking to allotments 011 the Standing
.

Rock Reservation.
Negotiations are pending for the removal of the Turtle Mountain
Indians from their reservation, and until their final disposition is determined upon, no allotments will be made to them.
South Dakota. All the Sisseton and Wahpeton Indians located upon
the Lake Traverse Reservation have received their allotments and the
surplus lands have been opened to settlement.
The Yankton Indians have all received their allotments and nego'
tiations are pending for the cession of their surplus lands.

Allotments have been made in the field to the Indians located upon
Crow Creek Reservation, and the work of making allotments is now
in progress on the Lower Brule" Reservation.
Portions of the Pine Ridge and Rosebud reservations have been surveyed, and it is the intention to commence making allotments on those
two reservations early next year.
No steps have been taken looking to allotments on the Cheyenne River
the

Reservation.
Nebraska. Allotments have been completed on the Omaha Reservation, and they are in progress on the Iowa and the Sac and Fox

(These last two reservations are also partly in Kansas.)
Allotments have been made in the field to the Winnebago Indians,
but owing to complications growing out of outstanding patents issued
under the act of February 21, 1863 (12 Stats., 658), they have not yet
been approved by the Department.
The Niobrara or San tee Reservation has been allotted, and the surplus lands thrown open to settlement.
Montana. The former Gros Ventre Reservation, which extended
nearly across the northern portion of the State and embraced over
21,000,500 acres, has been reduced to three separate reservations,
known as the Fort Peck, Fort Belknap, and Blackfeet reserves, embracing about 4,000,000 acres. No action has been taken regarding
allotments on these reservations, as I have no information that the Indians thereon desire allotments, or that the character of the land is
such as will enable them to subsist upon individual tracts.
Inquiry is now being made as to the advisability of allotting the
lands of the Flathead Reservation.
The work of making allotments on the Crow Reservation has been
progressing at intervals for the last seven or eight years, but has not

reservations.
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A

system of irrigation is now under construction
yet been completed.
on that reservation, and it will probably be advisable to defer the completion of the allotments until it is known what lands will be brought
under water. Whenever it shall be deemed best the work can probably

be finished in one or, at most, two years.
No allotments have been made on the Tongue River or Northern
Cheyenne Reservation, as legislation is pending in Congress looking to
the enlargement of the reservation and the extinguishment of the claims
of certain settlers.

Wyoming.

Surveys have been executed on the

vation with the view to

pending negotiations
have been taken.

for

Wind

making allotments of lands

Eiver Reser-

in severalty, but

a reduction of the reservation no further steps

Idaho. No allotments have been made on the Coeur d'Aleue Reservation as the Indians haye thus far been opposed to them, although
they are doubtless fully qualified to own land in severalty.

None have been made on the Fort Hall Reservation, it being considered requisite that more extended facilities for irrigation should first
be provided.
None have been made to the Indians of the Lemhi Reservation as
their removal to the Fort Hall Reservation is considered advisable.
Allotments are nearly completed on the Nez Perce Reservation.
Washington. The lands of the small reservations attached to the
Puyallup and Tulalip agencies have nearly all been allotted in severalty under the provisions of existing treaties.
The work of making allotments on the Yakama Reservation is now in
progress.

About one-half of the Colville Reservation has been restored to the
public domain. No allotments have been made on this reservation as
the Indians are not considered sufficiently advanced to be benefited
by having their lands
With the exception

allotted.

of the Colville Reservation it is probable that
within the next two years all the Indians in Washington will have
received allotments.
Oregon. All the Indians on the Grande Ronde Reservation have received their allotments.
The work is nearly completed in the field on the Siletz Reservation.
It is also nearly completed on the Umatilla Reservation, but there
work has just been suspended for want of funds. Whenever an appropriation shall be made it can be completed in a few mouths.
The work is progressing on the Warm Springs Reservation.
The survey of the Klamath Reservation has recently been ordered.
No allotments have been made on any reservation, but
California.
will
soon
be
commenced on all except the Tule River Reservation.
they
to
the
character
of the land of that reservation, allotments seem
Owing
unadvisable.
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There are three small reservations, the Western Shoshone,
Negotiations referred to on page 74
are now in progress looking to the removal of the Indians from Walker
River to the Pyramid Lake Reservation. No allotment work has yet
been undertaken in Nevada.
Nevada.

Pyramid Lake, and Walker Elver.

Utah. The Ute Indians upon the TJintah and Uncompahgre reservations are not sufficiently advanced to warrant the allotment of their

lands in severalty.
Arizona. The only allotments which have been completed in this
Territory are those to the Papagoes on the San Xavier Reservation.
The work is in progress on the Moqui Reservation.
The Apaches on the White Mountain or San Carlos Reservation are

not qualified for allotments.
The character of the lands of the remaining reservations is such as
to render their allotment unadvisable, at least until further irrigation
facilities have been provided.
Colorado. No steps have been taken in regard to the allotment of the
lands of the Southern Utes, as legislation looking to their removal has

been pending in Congress for several years.
New Mexico. Allotments have been made in the field to the Jicarilla
Apaches, and surveys have been ordered on the Mescalero Apache Reservation.

The various villages of Pueblo Indians hold their lands
part by patent and they are not subject to allotment.

for the

most

A portion of the Navajo Reservation is also in this Territory.

Kansas. The only reservations now existing, except a portion of the
Iowa and Sac and Fox reservations referred to under Nebraska, are
those of the Prairie Band of Pottawatomies and the Kickapoos. These
Indians have bitterly opposed allotments, but 115 have been made to
the Pottawatomies and approved by the Department.
Oklahoma. Allotments have been completed to the Sac and Fox Indians, the Absentee Shawnees, the Citizen Pottawatomies, the lowas,
and the Cheyennes and Arapahoes.
They are in progress on the several reservations attached to the
Ponca Agency, and agreements have been completed, although not yet
ratified, by which the Kickapoos and Wichitas are to take their lands
in severalty.

The remaining reservations are those of the Osages, the Kaws, and the
Kiowas and Comanches, which tribes are probably as ready to receive
allotments as were the Cheyennes and Arapahoes. The reservation of
the Osages is exempted from the operation of the general allotment law.
Indian Territory. Allotments have been made on all of the reservations attached to the

Quapaw Agency, except that of the Quapaws.
lands
of
the
Five
Civilized Tribes are not subject to allotment.
JThe
From this brief resume I am led to the conclusion that the allotment
of land to all of the Indians to whom application of the severalty law
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would be

for their interest

can be made and completed within the next

three or four years, with the possible exception of the Sioux Indians,
of whom some now desire allotments and others strongly oppose them.

For a table showing allotments made to date, see Appendix, page 184.
have sent to agents a letter of inquiry in regard to the practical

I

by allotments. Some of their replies
Appendix, page 185. The letter is as follows

results thus far attained

printed in the

will

be

:

you to give me, at the earliest possible time, the result of your observaupon the practical working of the general allotment law, so far as it affects

I desire

tions

the Indians under your charge.
What proportion of the allottees reside upon their allotments?
What proportion manifest a disposition to cultivate their land?
Do any considerable number of the allottees appreciate their privileges and realize
their obligations as citizens?

IJaveany considerable number of the allottees exercised the right of franchise, and,
have they voted intelligently and free from bribery or other corrupting in-

if so,

fluences?

Do you observe any tendency among the allottees to a greater individual independence and a weakening of tribal ties ?
How many of the-allottees have leased their lands ? How many have applied to
you for permission to lease, and what is your judgment in regard to allowing them to
lease their lands ?

If white settlers are

more or less intermingled with

allottees, state the effect

unon

the latter.

You will also give your opinion as to what will be the general effect of the allotment system and citizenship upon the Indians under your charge and the reasons for
such opinion.
I would also be pleased to have any suggestions you may be disposed to make regarding any modifications of the system that may seem to you desirable.

INDIAN HOMESTEAD CONTESTS.
Many Indians,

seeing that the public lands are rapidly disappearing,

have sought to avail themselves of the privileges extended to them
under existing homestead and allotment laws in order to secure homes
for themselves and families.
By reason of these efforts, contests of
Indian entries are not infrequent.
As a general rule, the Indian is utterly ignorant of our system of
land titles, and of the method of procedure necessary for him to adopt
to acquire title to the land upon which he has lived and over which he
has roamed at will for a generation or more. If proper entry thereof is
made and contest is subsequently initiated, he is at a greater loss still
to know how to proceed with the defense, and is usually without the
necessary funds to pay the legal fees thereby incurred.
Believing that Congress should make an appropriation to pay the
expenses of the Indians in contest cases, this office on January 5, last,
submitted the draft of an item for this purpose for insertion in the
Indian appropriation bill for the present fiscal year, but no action on
the matter was taken by Congress.
The office, however, has made, and will continue to make, every endeavor possible to aid the Indian in such cases in the proper presentation of his defense before the local land officers.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

71

LEASING" INDIAN LANDS.
In the last annual report a
force on the

full

history of the grazing contracts in
given. I therefore deem

Crow Beservation, Mont., was

it unnecessary to repeat the history here.
tracts will not expire until June 30, 1894.
The third section of the act of Congress

These grazing leases or conapproved February

28, 1891

and unallotted
(26 Stats., 794), authorizes the leasing of both allotted
Said section is as follows
or tribal Indian lands.
:

That whenever it shall be made to appear to the Secretary of the Interior that, by
reason of age or other disability, any allottee under the provisions of said act or any
other aot or treaty can not personally and with benefit to himself occupy or improve
his allotment or any part thereof the same may be leased upon such terms, regulations, and conditions as shall be prescribed by such Secretary for a term not exceeding three years for farming or grazing, or ten years for mining purposes: Provided,
That where lands are occupied by Indians who have bought and paid for the same,
and which lands are not needed for farming and agricultural purposes and are not
desired for individual allotments, the same may be leased by authority of the council speaking for such Indians for a period not to exceed five years for grazing or ten
years for mining purposes, in such quantities and upon such terms and conditions
as the agent in charge of such reservation
of the Secretary of the Interior.

may recommend,

subject to the approval

ALLOTTED LANDS.
This office holds that the policy of the Government in the general
allotment act was to give the Indian a piece of land that he could call
his own, in which he would feel a personal interest, and from the cultivation of which by the labor of his own hands he might gain a subsistence and at the same time acquire the arts of civilization and learn
the means of self-support. To permit the indiscriminate leasing of these
allotments would defeat these purposes, and the law provides that be-

an allottee can be entitled to lease his land it must be made to ap"
pear to the Secretary of the Interior that, by reason of age or other
disability," the allottee can not personally and with benefit to himself
occupy or improve his allotment or any part of it. There are cases,
however, in which the allottee, "by reason of age or other disability,"
should be permitted to lease his allotment, and to meet these exceptional cases the amendment to the general allotment act authorizing
such leases was made.
Each application is considered individually, and it must be determined that the applicant clearly comes within the provisions of the law
before authority will be granted him to lease his allotment. Agents
are expressly directed that it is not intended to authorize the making
of any lease by an allottee who possesses the necessary physical and
mental qualifications to enable him to cultivate his allotment, either
personally or by hired help. An allottee is held to be one who has a
trust patent for his lands, or one whose allotment has been approved
by the Secretary of the Interior. The leases under the above law must
fore
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be executed in triplicate on blank forms furnished by this office, iii
the presence of two subscribing witnesses, and must be acknowledged
before the Indian agent.

But two leases of allotted lands made under the provisions of the
above law have been approved by the Department; one was approved
March 5 last, between John Prophet, an Eastern Shawnee allottee,
belonging to the Quapaw Agency, Indian Territory, and John T.
McElbaney, O. J. Summers, and B. F. Clark, all of Newton County,
Mo., and W. W. Martin, of Fort Scott, Kans. That lease grants to the
parties of the second part the right to conduct mining operations on
the allotted lands of John Prophet for the period often years. The other,
approved April 28, 1892, is between White Dog, of the Ponca subagency, Nebraska, and Jacob B. Nelson, for the period of three years
from April 11, 1892, at an annual rental of one-third of all the crops
raised on the leased premises.
Considerable correspondence has been had relative to leasing other
allotted lands, particularly those under th6 Sisseton, Yankton, Cheyenne and Arapaho, Sac and Fox, and Omaha and Winnebago agencies,
but no further leases have as yet been approved.

UNALLOTTED OR TRIBAL LANDS.
be observed that the above law provides for leasing tribal
where the lands in question are occupied
by Indians who have "bought and paid for the same." At the request
of this Office for instructions as to whether or not the Omaha Indians
It is to

or unallotted lands only in cases

cou!4 lawfully lease their unallotted lands for grazing purposes, the
Assistant Attorney- General for the Interior Department gave an opinion dated January 11, 1892, which covers the question as to what Indians can be held to have "bought and paid for" the lands which they
occupy. In that opinion he says
:

It is very clear that Congress intended by this act to confer upon the Indians and
upon the Department powers which they did not theretofore possess, and the provisions of this section are clear and unambiguous. The parties who may lease lands
are Indians who have " bought and paid for" the same. Congress was legislating
with reference to those Indians who have, under treaty or otherwise, become possessors and owners of certain specific tracts or bodies of lands by purchase or exchange

or surrender of other property, iu contradistinction to those Indians

who

are occu-

pying reservations created by Executive order or legislative enactment. The words
"
"
bought and paid for do not in my opinion imply that the consideration for the
lands mut have been cash in hand paid by the Indians, but rather that the words
were used in their ordinary and usual acceptation and signify a purchase either by
the payment of

money

or

by exchange of or surrender of other property

or posses-

sions.

This Office has authorized leasing of tribal lands only in cases where
the reservation lands were clearly occupied by Indians who had " bought
and paid for the same," within the meaning of the law as above conconstrued.
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Since the last annual report, the folio wing leases have been executed
under the provision of that law
Ponca Reservation. Two leases, each for one year from April 1, 1892
the east pasture, containing an estimated area of 33,000 acres, at 18
cents per acre, annual rental $5,940 the west pasture, containing an
estimated area of 33,000 acres, at 7 cents per acre, annual rental $2,475.
Otoe Reservation. Two leases, each for one year from April 1, 1892
the east pasture, containing an estimated area of 60,000 acres, at 5
cents per acre, annual rental $3,000; the west pasture, containing an
estimated area of 50,000 acres, at 6J cents per acre, annual rental
:-

;

;

;

$3,250.

Kaw Reservation. Three leases, each for one year from April 1, 1892
one containing an estimated area of 55,033.12 acres, at 4 cents per
acre, annual rental $2,201.32 the other two, containing a total estimated area of 24,000 acres, at 5 cents per acre, annual rental $1,200.
Osage Reservation. Thirty-two leases, each for one year from April
1, 1892, at the uniform price of 3J cents per acre, containing a total
estimated area of 801,423 acres, annual rental $28,048.20.
Kiowa and Comanclie Reservation. No leases have yet been approved
by the Secretary of the Interior, but five leases have been executed,
each for one year from April 1, 1892, at the uniform price of 6 cents
per acre, containing a total estimated area of 1,304,958 acres, annual
rental $78,297.48. Agent Day has also been authorized to advertise
for bids for grazing privileges for five additional ranges for one year
from September 1, 1892, for a total estimated area of about 500,000
;

;

acres.

Reservations, Nebr. Two leases for five years
25 cents per acre per annum, for a total
at
May 1, 1892,
area of 22,604.18 acres, at an annual rental of $5,651.13 twenty-five

Omaha and Winnebago

each, from

5

leases for one year each from May 1, 1892, at 25 cents per acre, for a
total area of 22,740.26 acres, at an annual rental of $5,685.39; one lease

one year from May 1, 1892, at 40 cents per acre per annum for
1,149 acres, at an annual rental of $459.60; one lease for one year from
May 1, 1892, embracing an area of 303.65 acres at $1 per acre and
for

47.90 acres, at 25 cents per acre,
at a total rental of $315.62.

making a

total area of 351.55 acres

Some

of the above leases have not yet been approved by the Secreof
the
Interior because of some slight informalities in the exetary
cution of the bonds accompanying the leases.

Fort Peck Reservation, Mont.

Two

leases for the purpose of quarry-

mining, and removing gravel, each

for the period of ten years from
one
embraces
an
area
of
57 ^ acres, the rental of which
11, 1892;
is $1,400; the other embraces an area of 24 ^
acres, the rental being
$639. These leases were approved by the Secretary of the Interior

ing,

July

July 22, 1892.
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Considerable correspondence has also been had respecting the leasing of the tribal lands on the Fort Berthold, San Carlos, Nez Perces, Klainath, Uintah, Fort Hall, and Lemhi Eeservations, but as yet no leases
thereon have been executed.

COMMISSIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS FOE REDUCTION OF
KESERVATIONS.
The Indian appropriation act approved March 3, 1891 (26 Stats., 1010),
contained the following provisions
To enable the Secretary of the Interior, in his discretion, to negotiate with any
:

Indians for the surrender of portions of their respective reservations, any agreeto subsequent ratification by Congress, $15,000,
or so much thereof as, may be necessary.

ment thus negotiated being subject

Under the provisions

of this act, the Secretary of the Interior apto negotiate, respectively, with the Indians
three
commissions
pointed
of the Shoshone or Wind Eiver Eeservation in Wyoming, the Pyra-

mid Lake Eeservation in Nevada, and the Navajo Eeservation in New
Mexico, Arizona, and Utah Territories, for the surrender of portions of
their lands.

Shoshone Reservation, Wyo. On October 2, 1891, an agreement was
concluded with the Shoshone and Arapaho tribes in Wyoming, which
was reported to the Department December 5, 1891, with certain objections thereto. It was transmitted to Congress by the President on

January 11 last.
This agreement having failed of ratification, Congress authorized, by
clause contained in the Indian appropriation act approved July 13,
1892, which will be found on page 720, the reopening of the negotiations
with these Indians. Draft of instructions has been prepared and submitted to the Department for the guidance of the commission to be appointed for the purpose indicated.
It is expected that the commission will be able to negotiate an agreement satisfactory and just both to the Indians and the Government.
Pyramid Lake Eeservation, Nev. An agreement was negotiated with
the Pah-Ute Indians residing upon the Pyramid Lake Eeservation in
Nevada on October 17, 1891, for the surrender of the southern portion
It was transmitted to
thereof, embracing the town of Wadsworth.
this Office October 30, 1891, and reported to the Department December
The President
5, 1891, with full explanations as to its provisions.

transmitted

it

on January 11, 1892.
agreement was not satisfactory to the Senate,

to Congress

It appears that this

and as the people of Nevada desire further reduction of the Pyramid
Lake Eeservation and the restoration to the public domain of the
entire Walker Eiver Eeservation in that State, this Office on July 9
last prepared and submitted to the Department draft of a bill in lieu
of the bill to ratify the said agreement, which draft was forwarded to
Congress and introduced in the Senate, where it is pending. This
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bill provided for vacating and restoring to the public domain
the entire Walker River Reservation and a greater portion of the Pyramid Lake Reservation than that ceded in the agreement. Should this
bill become a law it will be presented to the Indians of those reserva-

draft of a

tions for their acceptance.

Navajo Reservation, JV. Mex. On May 10 last the Navajo commismet at Fort Win gate, N. Mex., completed its organization, and
proceeded first to the Oarrizo Mountains the section of the Navajo
sion

Reservation designated as commonly supposed to contain gold, silver,
and other valuable mineral deposits for the purpose of determining
the presence or absence of these metals or their ores, so as to ascertain
what basis, if any, existed for opening negotiations with the Indians
for the surrender and cession of these mountains to the United States.
The commissioners report that the geological conditions were found
to be extremely unfavorable for the probable occurrence of ores of the
precious metals that sandstone forms the mass of mountains, which
are traversed here and there by dikes of eruptive rock of varying character j that in the vicinity of these dikes the sandstone has been
changed and altered, showing some small bodies of specular and allied
ores of iron, which, however, carry no appreciable values of the preciousmetals that small amounts of copper and pyrites of iron were found,
but not in workable bodies or in veins that could be traced that no
lead ores were found that it does not seem probable that any true fissure veins exist in the mountains referred to and that the geologists,
scientists, and prospectors who accompanied the commission concurred in the conclusion that there were no surface appearances of valuable mineral deposits, and that the region was barren of metallic
wealth and worthless for mining purposes. Inasmuch as no ores of the
precious metals were found to exist in that portion of the Navajo Res-

;

;

;

;

;

whose cession was thought to be desirable, no negotiations
were opened with the Indians.
Mission Indians, California. The report of this commission, appointed under the act of January 12, 1891 (26 Stats., 712), to which
reference was made in my last annual report, was approved by the Dement and the President on December 29, 1891.
The commission selected reservations for the Mission Indians which
it deemed sufficient for their necessities.
These selections involved
the exchange of certain lands claimed by the Southern Pacific Railroad
ervation,

Company and
certain tracts.

by certain private individuals also, the purchase of
The act under which the commission was appointed did

also

;

not authorize the purchase of lands or the exchange of those claimed
by private parties. Further legislation was therefore invoked, which
resulted in the passage of the act of July 1, 1892, which will be found
on page 711 of this report, authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to
carry into effect the recommendations of the commission and appropriating $5,000 for the purchase of lauds and improvements.
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Special Attorney

Frank D. Lewis has been instructed

to obtain the

relinquish men ts and deeds

of conveyance necessary to carry out the
and
arrangements
suggestions of the commission, and reports thus far
received from him indicate that he will be entirely successful.

When this matter shall have been completed, steps will be taken for
the issuance of patents for the several reservations, as authorized by
the act.
The work of making allotments on certain of these reservations will
be commenced at an early day, Miss Kate Foote having been appointed
a special agent for that purpose.
Colville Reservation, Wash.
The agreement negotiated by this comwhich
was
made in my last annual report, was
to
reference
mission,
transmitted to Congress at the beginning of the last session, accompanied by the draft of a bill to ratify the same, notwithstanding the
fact that certain of the provisions of the agreement were somewhat
unsatistactory.

In reporting upon the bill the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs
(Senate Report 664, Fifty-second Congress, first session) took the
ground that as this reservation was established by executive order, it
could be restored without the consent of the Indians.
Upon that ground Congress, instead of ratifying or rejecting the
agreement, passed an act vacating and restoring to the public domain
that portion of the reservation which the Indians had agreed to sell,
the lands so vacated and restored to be opened to settlement and entry
by proclamation of the President. The act provides that the net pro-

ceeds of the lands shall be set apart in the Treasury of the United
States, subject to further appropriation by Congress for public use,
but until so otherwise appropriated shall be subject to expenditure by
the Secretary of the Interior in the building of schoolhouses, the
maintenance of schools for the Indians, the payment of such part of
the local taxation as may be properly applied to the lands allotted

and in such other ways as he may deem proper for the
promotion of education, civilization, and self-support among said Indians. The act became a law without the approval of the President.
It is a matter of regret that this new position was not taken by Congress before the negotiations were authorized, instead of after the Indians had given their consent to the restoration of lands upon terms and
conditions which have been wholly ignored in the act. The Indians
were thus led to believe that their consent was necessary and that
they could dictate the terms, and may feel aggrieved because the negotiations have been repudiated and their rights denied.
Puyallup Reservation, Wash. The report of the Puyallup commission,
consisting of Charles D. Drake, George B. Kinkead, and B. F. Harness, appointed by the President under authority of a clause con.
tained in the Indian appropriation act approved August 19, 1890 (26
to such Indians,

Stats., 354), to

make

full

inquiry and investigation in reference to

all
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questions bearing upon the land of the Puyallup Eeservation, Wash.,
was transmitted to Congress during its last session.
Senate bill No. 3056, now pending, provides for giving the consent
of Congress to the removal by the legislature of the State of Washington of the restrictions upon the power of alienation of apportion of the
lands embraced within the Puyallup Indian Eeservajion, upon certain
conditions. The bill has been made a special order in the Senate at

next session.
Yankton Reservation, 8. Dak. 7 and Silctz Reservation, Oregon. Under
the provisions of a clause contained in the Indian appropriation act
approved July 13 1892, (seepage 720), a commission, consisting of J. C.
Adams, South Dakota, W. L. Brown, Chicago, and J. J. Cole, St. Louis,
has been appointed to negotiate with the Indians of the Yankton Eeservation, S. .Dak. also a commission, consisting of H. H. Harding, of
Missouri, and Eeuben P. Boise and William H. Odell, of Oregon, has
been appointed to negotiate with the Indians of the Siletz Eeservation,
Oregon. Their mission is to obtain from the Indians the surrender of
such surplus lands as they may choose to dispose of, any agreements
negotiated to be subject to ratification by Congress. These commissions have received their instructions, and it is expected that at an
early day they will enter upon the discharge of the duties assigned
them.
its

;

Round Valley Reservation, Col. The report of the Eound Valley Indian Commission appointed by the President for the purpose of carry"
ing into effect an act to provide for the reduction of the Eound Valley
Indian Eeservation, in the State of California, and for other purposes,"
was transmitted by this office to the Department, with certain recommendations, April 7, 1891, which, on July 8, 1891, were approved.
Under the provisions of the act the appraised value of improvements
made by certain settlers prior to 1873 was tendered those settlers and
refused by them. Inasmuch as they manifested a determination to stay,
a detachment of United States troops was sent to effect. their removal,

which was accomplished in April last.
Other settlers, who were owners of land and improvements on the
reservation by virtue of patents from the State of California, were required to give deeds to the United States for their lauds at the appraised valuation, and, after much difficulty, satisfactory deeds from
all such settlers have been obtained.
The reservation has been reduced to 43,560 acres, and surveys for allotments were recommended
to the Department April 16, 1892.
Turtle Mountain Reservation, N". Dak. These Indians constitute one
of the numerous bands of Chippewas and occupy a reservation of two
townships in the extreme northern part of North Dakota, bordering
on the international line. They have for many years claimed title to
a large tract of land in $orth Dakota, comprising about 9,500,000 acres,
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and have insisted with great earnestness that the Government should
pay them for it.
Their proximity to the British possessions has brought many Indians,
half-breeds, and whites of that country to the reservation, and their close
affiliation with them has been followed by an admixture of blood of natives and foreigners, which complicates the adjustment of their affairs.
The Indian appropriation act of August 19, 1890, provided that a commission should visit and negotiate with these Indians for the purpose of
settling their alleged claim and removing them from such surroundings.
Though the commission did not succeed in effecting those objects, their
visit was evidently productive of some good, as the Indians have since
manifested a decided disposition to renew negotiations.
The Indian appropriation act of July 13, 1892, again makes provision for a commission to negotiate with these Indians for the cession
and relinquishment to the United States of whatever right or interest
they may have in the lands claimed by them, and for their removal to
Instructions for the guidance of the
a more suitable reservation.
commissioners are now being prepared by this office.
The Cherokee Commission. Since my last annual report agreements
have been concluded by the Cherokee Commission with the Mexican
Kickapoos and the Tonkawas in Oklahoma and the Cherokees in
Indian Territory, which are now pending ratification by Congress.*
In the Indian appropriation act approved July 13, 1892, the appropriation of $15,000 was made to enable the Secretary of the Interior
to continue the Cherokee Commission, provided for by section 14 of
the act of March 2, 1889 (25 Stat., 1005), so that it might enter into
negotiations with such tribes in Oklahoma and the Indian Territory as
have not yet concluded agreements for cessions of land.

Mexican Kickapoo Reservation^ OMa. The Kickapoo agreement was
concluded in this city September 9, 1891, and provides that the Indians cede to the United States the lands embraced in their reservation in Oklahoma; that out of the reservation thus ceded a tract of
80 acres shall be allotted to each member of the tribe, native or
adopted, selections to be made within ninety days after ratification of
the agreement; and that $64,650 shall be distributed among the tribe
per capita, provided that if the number of allotments shall exceed 300
a deduction of $50 shall be made from that amount f<3r every allotment
in excess of 300.

I do not consider such a deduction to be fair, in view of the fact that
the money consideration agreed upon for the surplus land in the reservation will not amount to more than $28 per allotment; moreover no
provision

is

than 300.

I

*

made

am

for

an increase should the allotments number

also doubtful as to the

less

wisdom of making a per capita

Since the above was written an agreement has been concluded with the Kiowas,
Comanches, and Apaches for the eession of by far the larger portion of their res.erva,
tiou in Oklahoma,
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November

30,
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submitted the agreement as presented, with a draft of a bill to ratify it
without modification, and on January 11, 1892, it was transmitted to
Congress by the President.
Tonlmwa Reservation, OUa. The Tonkawa agreement was concluded
October 21, 1891. By it the Tonka was ceded their reservation of about
in severalty to the
90,710.89 acres to the United States. Allotments
members of this tribe, seventy in all, had been completed under the
amended general allotment act. The agreement confirmed these allotments, and, in part compensation for the lands ceded, provided for giving
similar allotments to children born to members of the tribe between
the date of the agreement and the date of its ratification by Congress.
provided for giving rights in the tribe to those members of other
Indian tribes who were residing on the reservation and had been
adopted by the Tonkawas; and also for the payment of $30,600 to the
Indians as further compensation for the relinquishment of their rights
in the reservation.
This agreement was discussed in my report to the Department of
December 8, 1891, with which I transmitted a draft of legislation looking to its ratification. This was transmitted by the President to ConIt also

gress January 6, 1892.
Cherokee Outlet. By far the most important agreement that has been

negotiated by the Cherokee Commission is that with the Cherokee Nation for the cession of its rights, title, and interest in the tract of coun-.
" Cherokee Outlet"
try known as the
(sometimes improperly called
"Cherokee Strip"). This agreement was negotiated with commission-

on the part of the Cherokee Nation December 19, 1891, and was
by an act of the Cherokee council approved January 4, 1892.
The negotiations were tedious and difficult because the tract of
country involved was large and the Cherokees placed a high value
upon it and were determined not to dispose of it at the price which the
Government deemed its full value. It was known to the Cherokees
that for some time would-be settlers on the lands of the outlet had
been encamped in the southern end of Kansas, and by every influence
at their command had been urging the Government to open the country
to settlement and to negotiate with the Cherokees afterward, and that
a bill for that purpose had been introduced in Congress.
But this
claim for their lands and the threat to forcibly open them to settlement implied in pending legislation in Congress, instead of intimidating the Indians and forcing them to conclude an agreement from fear
ers

ratified

of losing their land without a promise of adequate compensation,
only gave the lands greater value in their eyes and made them hold

more tenaciously to their determination not to sell for a lower rate than
the price which they had set. An agreement, however, was finally effected which is now under consideration by Congress.
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The consideration stipulated in the agreement for the cession of all
rights, title, and interest in and to the lands of the outlet is of six
kinds, viz:
First. The removal of all persons in the Cherokee IsTation not recognized by the authorities of that nation as citizens and not entitled to
be there under provision of law or treaty.
Second. The abrogation of article 15 of the treaty of 1866, which

provides for the settlement of friendly Indians in the Cherokee country east of the 96th meridian of longitude.
Third. The reaffirmation to the Cherokee Nation of the right of local
self- government.

Fourth. The statement of accounts between the United States and
the Cherokee Nation under various treaties since 1817.
Fifth. The allotment in the ceded country of 80 acres each to not
more than 70 members of the Cherokee Nation, to be paid for out of the

money

consideration provided to be paid.
The payment to the Cherokee Nation, "at such time and in

Sixth.

such manner as the Cherokee national council shall determine, the
sum of $8,595,736.12," over and above all other sums that have been
received by the Cherokees on account of lands of the outlet that have
been heretofore sold for the use of friendly tribes of Indians.

The concluding proviso
If this

to the

agreement

is

agreement shall not be ratified by Congress, and the appropriation of money
made on or before March 4, 1893, it shall be utterly void.

as herein provided for

My
this

report to you of February 6, 1892, discussed the provisions ot
agreement and submitted a draft of legislation for its ratification,

which was forwarded

The

to Congress

ratification of this

by the

President,

March

9,

agreement would make available

1892.

for public

settlement something over 6,000,000 acres of land, a part of which is
reported to be the best agricultural land in that section of the country.
From all parts of the United States inquiries have come to this office
as to the probability of the outlet being opened to settlement at an
early date and the office is informed that for over two years (ever
since the first settlements were permitted in Oklahoma), a large number of people have been waiting on the southern boundary of Kansas
for the opening of the lands of the outlet.
Chippewa Reservations, Minnesota. My annual report for 1890 referred
to the agreements negotiated with the Chippewas of Minnesota by the
Chippewa Commission under the act of January 14, 1889 (25 Stats.,
624), by which the Indians ceded to the United States all their land
except the White Earth and Ked Lake reservations, reserving the right
either to take allotments upon these ceded lands prior to their being
opened to settlement, or to remove thence to the White Earth reserve
and receive allotments there. Portions of the White Earth and Bed
5

Lake reserves were

also ceded.
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also contains the public notice given
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by the Department,

1890, cautioning white men from going upon any of the reserincluded
within the act prior to the formal opening of the lands
vations

March

5,

and settlement.
Not over 500 Indians have yet removed to White Earth,* and the work
remaining to be done is to remove thither such as are willing to go there
and to allot lands to thB others and to those at White Earth.
The commission commenced making allotments at White Earth Deto sale

of age, 80 acres,
9, 1891, allotting to each Indian, irrespective
according to the provisions of the general allotment law as amended.
They have submitted the first schedule containing 236 allotments. The
work of allotting land to these Indians has been greatly retarded by
the unwillingness of the Indians to accept allotments of only 80 acres
each, for the reason that their treaty of 1867 contemplated their receiving upon certain conditions as to cultivation, 160 acres each, and the

cember

Chippewa Commission assured them that they would have that amount.
A bill (Senate 3184) authorizing allotments of that size was introduced in Congress at its last session which it is hoped will become a
law. With that in view the Indians have recently expressed a willingness to take 80-acre allotments with the hope of receiving an additional eighty hereafter.

The Commission now consists of Darwin
Eockwell J. Flint, of Wisconsin.

S. Hall, of

Minnesota, and

DISPOSITION OF KESERYES OPENED TO SETTLEMENT.
The following schedule shows the disposition of the lands embraced
within the Cheyenne and Arapaho Keservation, Okla., and. the Sisseton and Wahpeton (Lake Traverse) Eeservation, in North Dakota and
South Dakota

:

CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO RESERVATION.
Acres.

Allotted

Opened

to settlement

3,

529,682.06
500, 562. 05
231, 828. 55

Reserved for school lands
Reserved for military, agency, and other Government and mission purposes
32,
SISSETON AND WAHPETON (LAKE TRAVERSE) RESERVATION.

343. 93

Acres.

.Allotted
'

Opened

to settlement

Reserved for school purposes
Reserved for church, school, agency,
*

the

A late report from Mr. Hall
work

of the Commission:

310,711.06
573, 872. 26
32, 840. 25"

etc.,

purposes

dated October

13, 1892,

1,

347. 01

contains the following as to

'

"We have alloted a good share of the White Earth Indians their land, fully half of
them, and the work is going on very satisfactorily. The survey was made many
years ago and is very old and vague now. Each Indian has to be shown his corners,
for they know nothing about descriptions of land, quarter sections or anything of
the kind. We have allotted now to over 1,300 Indians upon White Earth, and quite
a number have conte from Mille Lac this summer, though not as generally as we desired."

8397
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LOGGING BY INDIANS, AND TIMBER DEPREDATIONS ON
INDIAN RESERVATIONS.
Menomonee Reservation, Wis. The act of June 12, 1890, allows the
to cut and market not exceeding 20,000,000 feet of
their timber annually. During the winter and spring of 1891- 92, 83 of

Menomonee Indians

7

the leading Menomonee Indians entered into contracts with their agent,
Charles S. Kelsey, of Green Bay Agency, Wis., to bank 20,000,000 feet
at an average price for their labor of about $3.41 per thousand feet.

The contracts were approved by this office, and appear to haye been
and promptly filled by the Indians. Some of the contractors
received as high as $3,580.50 for the season's work, and some as low as

faithfully

$204.60, averaging about $822.61.

the agent reported that the logs would be ready for
and on January 26 he was authorized to insert the
advertisement
for three weeks in the daily edition of the
following
Oshkosh Northwestern, the Milwaukee Sentinel, and the Green Bay
Gazette

In January

last,

sale in a short time,

:

MENOMONEE INDIAN LOGS FOR

SALE.

Sealed proposals marked "Bids for Menomonee logs," addressed to the undersigned, will be received until 2 o'clock p. m. of Tuesday March 1, 1892.
There are to be sold not to exceed 20,000,000 feet of pine logs, now banked or to be
banked partly on the South Branch of the Oconto River and partly on the Wolf

River and tributaries, on the Menomonee Reservation in Wisconsin, in
in quantities nearly as follows
Not exceeding 4,586,800 feet on

five lots,

and

:

Wolf River, marked "U.

S. 1."

exceeding 4,433,000 feet below dam on South Branch, marked "U. S. 2."
exceeding 4,433,000 feet above dam on South Branch, marked "U. S. 3."
exceeding 2,591,600 feet on West Branch of Wolf River, marked "U. S. 6."
exceeding 3,955,600 feet on Little West Branch, marked "U. S. 5."
Separate bids will be considered for each lot.
The logs to be scaled by competent sworn sealers, whose work can be readily

Not
Not
Not
Not

tested.

Payment

for the logs

must be made within ten days

after notification of a con-

firmation of sale.

No

logs to be removed from the reservation until paid for.
bid, to be considered, must be accompanied by a certiiied check for five per
cent of the amount of the bid (or as near that per cent as practicable to ascertain)

Each

on some United States depository or solvent national bank, drawn to the order of
the undersigned as United States Indian Agent.
The bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders, in the office of the Green
Bay Agency, at Keshena, Wis., at 2 o'clock p. m. of March 1, 1892.
Awards will be made to the highest bidder or bidders, but no sale to be valid until confirmed by the honorable Commissioner of Indian Aifairs and the honorable
Secretary of the Interior, who reserve the right to reject any or all bids, if to do so
is believed to be for the best interests of the Indians.
Checks of parties whose bids are not accepted will be returned to them after sale
has been consummated. If parties whose bids are accepted fail to comply with the
requirements of the Indian Department in the purchase or payment for said logs as
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advertised, their checks will be forfeited, and the logs awarded to the next highest
bidder, or bidders, or resold as may be deemed for the best interest of the Indians.

CHARLES

S.

KELSEY,

United States Indian Agent.

In addition to the advertisement, the agent reported that the following circular had been printed and forwarded to all lumber firms which
were so located that the logs for sale could be advantageously handled

by them

;

All persons interested as prospective bidders in the sale of Menomonee Indian logs,
which is expected to take place early in March, 1892, are invited to inspect the

timber and test the scale.
At this date about half the logs are banked, and the roll- ways are free from snow,
so that intending buyers may judge the quality of the logs with reasonable assurance of correctness.
CHAS. S. KELSEY,
United States Indian Agent.
GEO. W. GANS,
Superintendent of Logging.

KESHENA, Wis., January

29, 1892.

[Jpon the agent's request, and before the advertisement was published, the date for opening the bids was changed from March 1 to
March 15, 1892, and the following bids were opened on that date
:

Bidders.
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Mr. Jennings promptly deposited the money for the logs, amounting
to f 211,600, and, so far as I have heard, the delivery of the logs was
accomplished in an entirely satisfactory manner.
The result to the Menoinonees of the season's logging may be stated

as follows

:

Gross receipts

Expenses

$211, 600. 00

:

Salary of superintendent
Salary of assistant superintendent

$1, 800.

00

497. 66

Foreman

297. 00
158. 66

Advertising
Scaling
Miscellaneous

1,

382. 25
275. 68
4,

Net proceeds

411. 25

207, 188. 75

Of which there was paid

to the

Menomonees

for their labor

Placed to their credit in the United States Treasury one-fifth of
net proceeds, to be used for their benefit at the discretion of
the Secretary of the Interior, as required by the act
Balance placed to the credit of the tribe to bear 5 per cent interest, such interest to be used for their benefit at the discretion
of the Secretary of the Interior, as required by the act

$68, 276. 88

27, 782.

38

Ill, 129. 49

207, 188. 75

This is a great improvement on the plan followed with these Indians
some years ago, of allowing them 'to market their dead and down time
ber only, and placing all the proceeds, except a small percentage for
stumpage, in the hands of the loggers; it was soon squandered, and
'the other members of the tribe received little or no benefit from it.
Now the workers receive fair wages and a sum is accumulating in the
United States Treasury to the credit of the whole tribe, which is only
Still some of the
just, since all have an equal interest in the timber.
claiming that the rate per thousand feet aland that they should be allowed to sell a
banking
than
the
20,000,000 per annum. Several efforts have
greater quantity
been made by them to have Congress change the act, but no final action
was taken by the last session of Congress upon any of the bills presented with that object in view.
.
Last September it was reported to this office that several of the Menomonee loggers had realized but little on the previous season's work
and were in needy circumstances, and that they had an opportunity to
The matter was
sell the butts and tops of the timber for shingle bolts.

Indians are not

lowed

for

satisfied,
is

too low,

called to the attention of their agent,
as follows*:

who

replied,

September

22, 1891,

considerable timber about all logging camps salable for making shingles
an incumbrance to the ground where it lies, and I would certainly favor
permission to sell such of it as would not. conflict with logging.

There

which

is

is
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office

:

I have considered your communication of the 29th ultimo, wherein you ask if the
tops and butts of pine trees cut for sale under the provisions of the act of June 12,
1890, can be made into shingle bolts and sold by the" Menomonees.
The act above referred to provides "that not exceeding twenty millions of feet of

timber shall be logged and sold in any one year." As the tops and butts are not
timber such as was contemplated by the act to be furnished and disposed of, I am
of opinion the same can be sold for fire wood or shingle bolts, and authority is hereby
granted for the disposition thereof under such regulations as you may prescribe.

On
ingly,

the 9th of October the agent

and told

was

notified

by

this office accord-

:

You will be allowed to use your own judgment in supervising the operations of
such of the Menomonees as may engage in the work, principally to see that they receive a fair price for the wood; that all necessary precautions are taken to prevent
fires from starting, and that they do not dispose of any timber which the law prohibits them from selling this year, in addition to what has already been sold.

Notwithstanding these .positive instructions, the Indians did not
confine their operations to the character of timber authorized. February 29, 1892, the agent reported to this office that they had cut down
standing trees contrary to law and were about to dispose of them, and
he asked to be advised whether it was his duty or the duty of the disattorney to seize the timber thus illegally cut.
the Attorney-General, under date of December 31, 1890, had given
it as his opinion in regard to a similar case on the Fond du Lac Eeservation, Minn., that it was the duty of the General Laud Office to

trict

As

matter to the Commissioner of that office
May 20, 1892, he replied that up to that time it had
been impossible to detail an agent to make the investigation, and that
the exigencies of the service and the condition of the appropriation
were such as to make it impossible to state when the matter could be
taken up, but that as the matter stood an offer to purchase should not
be entertained. The agent was promptly notified to this effect, and there
the matter rests, except that the office has recommended that an Indian
inspector be directed to make a thorough investigation and report the
exact status of the case.
I may add that the Menomonees have requested a renewal of authority to sell shingle bolts this summer, but in view of the foregoing I
did not recommend to the Department that their request be granted.
In my last report I stated that the Menomonees, during the year, had
cut and banked 2,769,560 feet of timber in excess of the quantity
allowed by law, which sold for $27,453.40. This amount, by direction
of the Department was deposited in the Treasury to the credit of the
United States, and so remained until the act of July 13, 1892, making
appropriations for the Indian service for the current fiscal year (see
for paying this sum to the Indians. Accordingly, on
page
) provided
August 2, $8,968.53 was placed to the agent's credit, to be paid to the

attend to

March

it,

I referred the

4, 1892.
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contracting Indians for their labor in banking the logs, and the balance
United States Treasury to the credit
of the tribe, as required by the act of June 12, 1890 (26 Stats., 146). It
will remain, for the present, in the
is

ascertained as follows

:

Gross proceeds
Less paid for logging, as above

$27, 453. 40
8, 968. 53
18, 484.

One-fifth for use at discretion of the Secretary of the Interior
for the benefit of the tribe

Residue to bear 5 per cent interest

3,

87

696. 97

14, 787.

90

18, 484.
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Fond du Lac Reservation, Minn. As mentioned in last year's report,
the matter of alleged depredations on the timber of the Fond du Lac
Eeservation, in the State of Minnesota, was referred by the Department
to the Commissioner of the General

Land

Office for investigation.

Au-

gust 4, 1891, he directed Mr. Ealph Ballin, late a special agent of the
General Land Office, to investigate the matter, and Special Agent
Eobert Pelham, jr., was detailed to assist him in the work.
They have completed their difficult work most exhaustively and inMr. Ballin has submitted two reports. In one he discusses
telligently.
the civil liabilities of the parties connected with the depredations and
in the other their criminal liability for participation in the wholesale

robbery of the Government shown to have been carried on at the Fond

du Lac Eeservation.

From these reports it appears that during the seasons of 1889-'90
and 189CM91, there was unlawfully cut and sold from the timber of the
reservation, under the superintendence and direction of the* Government farmer,
logs, for

J. S. Stack,

the large quantity of 16,275,792 feet of saw-

which Mr. Stack received the sum of $83,785.09. Besides this

timber a great many telegraph poles, railroad ties, cedar paving, and
posts were cut on the reservation, most of which were sold by Mr.
Stack to various parties throughout the country.
The plan of operation adopted by Mr. Stack in the conduct of the
logging was to employ Indians and white men to cut the timber and
bank it, with the understanding that after it was sold the party doing
the logging would receive his pay. All of the timber was sold by
Stack at $5 per thousand feet, and the loggers were paid $4 or less per
thousand feet, according to the several agreements between them and
Stack, except in one case, where the full price of $5 was paid to the
man who cut and banked the timber.
The difference in the price received by Mr. Stack and that paid by
him to the loggers, which amounts to a large sum, has never been
accounted for by him. and he is therefore civilly liable for the same, if
indeed he may not be held liable for the total sum received on account
of the timber sales made by him.
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The fact was clearly developed that the lumber dealers bought this
timber from Mr. Stack in good faith; all paid its full market value, and
the C. K. Nelson Lumber Company, of Cloquet, Minn., who purchased
by far the greater portion, took the precaution before buying of applying to Agent Leahy for information as to Mr. Stack's authority to sell
the timber, and was advised by him that Stack had full authority.
Mr. Ballin, therefore, says that he is of the opinion u that no purchaser
of any of the timber knew he was buying what Government Farmer
Stack had no right to cut and sell. * * * While the law holds that
innocent purchasers of unlawfully felled timber are liable to the United
States for its value, I believe that purchasers of timber unlawfully
felled by an officer in charge of a reservation who disposes of such timber without an effort at concealment covering a period of nearly two
years, and who pay him full market value therefor, do not incur this
" that none of the
purchasers who bought
liability f and he recommends
timber cut on the reservation by or through J. S. Stack, and purchased
from him or those who paid him stumpage, be held liable to the United
States on account of such purchase." He also recommends that suit
be brought against J. S. Stack to recover the value of the timber unlawfully cut from said reservation with his knowledge and consent.
I do not concur in Mr. Ballings opinion as to the freedom of the purchasers of this timber from civil liability ; for, as stated by the Acting
Commissioner of the General Land Office in his report of June 25,
1892, on the subject, the Government is not bound by the unlawful acts
of its officers or agents, and I am of the opinion that, under the law,
each and every purchaser is liable to the United States for the timber
bought by him, and could be proceeded against in civil suit for the recovery of the value of the same notwithstanding he may have paid
The cutting and selling of
full value therefor to a Government agent.
this timber by the farmer was a fraud, and this fraud taints and vitiates every transaction connected with it. The authority of the Government officers in such cases is fixed by law and purchasers are presumed to be advised as to the laws. The Government can therefore
recover from the purchasers the value of the timber; but I think the
Acting Commissioner of the General Land Office, which office by law
has sole jurisdiction over the subject, takes a most just view of the
j

case in his recommendation that no civil suits be brought against said
purchasers on account of the great injustice such action would work
upon them, in view of all the circumstances.

The papers in relation to these trespassers, with reports of the officers
Land Office, were referred to this office by the Department for its information and such action as might be deemed proper,
"in view of the criminating evidence against Indian Agent Leahy and
Government Farmer Stack." My recommendations with reference to
the connection those officers had with the transactions will soon be

of the General

submitted to you in a special report.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

88

The Acting' Commissioner of the General Land Office suggested "that
the attention of the Indian Office be called to the immense amount of
waste timber' left on the ground by the choppers in order that the
l

same may be disposed of for the benefit of the Indians."
This suggestion had been anticipated. June 6, 1892, the agent for
the La Pointe Agency submitted a lease entered into between Indians
of the Fond du Lac Indian Reservation and one Alford W. McDowell,
in which it was proposed to lease to Mr. McDowell a portion of the
Fond du Lac Reservation, upon which to establish a shingle and lath
mill to utilize the waste timber there. The agent and the farmer in
charge of the reservation, Mr. Roderick McLennan, who was appointed
to succeed Mr. Stack, both urgently recommended the approval of the
plan, so that the Indians could be permitted to engage in preparing
the timber described and to sell the same.
The plan of leasing the reservation could not be carried into effect

no authority of law under which such a
but
upon recommendation of the Department and
made;
this office, the President, July 14, 1892, granted authority for the Indians to engage in the business and for the erection of the mill, and
approved the regulations which had been formulated to govern- the
Indians in the work. Agent Leahy was notified accordingly, July 22,
1892, and was directed to inform Mr. McDowell thereof, if he thought
him the most suitable person in the vicinity of the reservation to whom
authority for the erection of the mill could be granted. He was also
directed to receive applications from other parties who might desire to
erect the mill and engage in the business, and to submit all applications
to this office. 3sTo reply has yet been received from the agent.
The regulations under which this business will be conducted are as
for the reason that there is

lease could be

follows, viz:

That no timber on the Fond du Lac Reservation shall be cnt for the purpose of
under any pretence whatever, except the "down and abandoned" timber, left
on the reservation by lumbermen or others who have heretofore logged on the said
reservation, and it shall be the duty of the farmer in charge thereof to see that no
other timber is cut and sold under these regulations.
2. The labor necessary to prepare said timber for market and for hauling same to
the mill shall be performed exclusively by the Indians entitled to be on the reservation provided, that if persons of sufficient knowledge and skill for foremen and
blacksmiths (if any shall be required in the conduct of the work) can not be found
among the Indians, white men for those positions may be employed with the consent
of the agent for the La Pointe Agency, and upon the recommendation of the farmer
1.

sale

;

Fond du Lac Reservation. The timber cut by the Indians under these regulations may be sold by them
such mill owner or mill owners as shall be authorized to establish shingle and

in charge of said
3.

to

lath mills on the reservation at such prices as shaft be approved of by the Indian
agent, and all money paid them by said mill owner or owners shall be paid and re-

ceipted for in the presence of the Government farmer, who shall, under the direction
of the agent, superintend the work of the Indians in the cutting and sale of the

timber.
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4. Ten per cent of the gross proceeds derived from the sale of timber taken from
the unallotted lands of the reservation shall be paid to the Indian agent, to go to
the stmnpage or poor fund of the tribe, from which the old, sick, and otherwise helpless may be supported.
5. No Indian shall have the right under these regulations, or shall be permitted by
the farmer in charge, to take timber from any tract or parcel of land on the reserva-

tion that has been allotted

sent of the party to
6.

The farmer

and patented to another Indian without the written con-

whom said

tract or parcel of land is patented.
Fond du Lac Reservation shall be required to

in charge of the

keep

a full and accurate account of the work of the Indians under these regulations, which
shall contain the names of the Indians engaged in the business, the quantity of timber cut and sold by each, and the value of the same; and he shall also be required
to submit from time to time to the agent a statement of the work, which. shall be
forwarded by the agent to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
7. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, with the approval of the Secretary of the
Interior, may, under suitable conditions and restrictions, authorize some responsible
men, or association of men, to erect a lath and shingle mill at a convenient point
within the reservation for the purpose of manufacturing the timber authorized to be
cut and sold under these regulations into shingles and laths; provided such man or
men shall be required to enter into a sufficient bond to be approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of the Interior, and conditioned for the
faithful observance of the rules and regulations prescribed, or that may be prescribed,
under the laws of the United States to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian
tribes, and the conditions and restrictions under which permission for the erection
of the mill may be granted.

Leech Lake and Lake Winnibigoshish Reservations, Minnesota. No24, 1891 the President authorized the approval of contracts for

vember

,

the sale of dead and

down timber between

certain Indians of the Leech

Lake andLake Winnibigoshish reservations, Minn., and J. B. Bassett
& Co. and the Pine Eiver Logging and Improvement Company, both
of Minneapolis, Minn., as follows, viz:
J. B. Bassett
thousand.

&

Co.,

with William and Peter Bonga, for 500,000

feet, at $4

per

O-pin-way-way-com-e-gok-quay, for 750,000 feet, at $4 per thousand.
Sho-cag-gee-shig, for 250,000 feet, at $4 per thousand.

The Pine River Logging and Improvement Company with Charles Losh,

for

1,000,000 feet, at $4.50 per thousand.
William Fairbanks, for 500,000 feet, at $4.50 per thousand.
John Tattle, for 500,000 feet, at $4 per thousand.

These contracts were approved by this office and the Department
November 27, 1891, and the agent for the White Earth Agency was directed December 2, 1891, to permit the proposed logging to be commenced, the contracting lumber companies having filed in this office
satisfactory bonds for the faithful observance of all laws and regulations for the government of trade and intercourse with Indian tribes,
and for the faithful performance of their obligations under their contracts.

Upon the informal receipt of information that the contracts above
referred to were being taken advantage of to cover extensive cuttings
of greeii standing timber on the reservations
this office on
mentioned,

90
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March 29, 1892, telegraphed to Dr. J. II. Walker, overseer on the Leech
Lake Eeservation, to make a thorough personal investigation of the
matter and report facts. Dr. Walker submitted several reports, from
which it appears that large quantities of timber have been unlawfully
cut on the reservations during the past winter. Copies of these reports were transmitted to the General Land Office. Meantime, March
31, 1892, the matter was submitted to the Department with a letter
from Mr. Edward E. Neal, of Grand Rapids, Minn., to Hon. H. L
Dawes, in which the charge was formally made that depredations were
being committed on the timber of these reservations, and it was recommended that the General Land Office be instructed to investigate the
charges with a view to putting a stop to the depredations and to bringing the guilty persons to punishment.
Special Agent J. O. Warriner has been detailed by the
to investigate the matter.

ISSUE OF STOCK CATTLE
Many

Land

Office

AND BEOOD MAEES TO INDIANS.

of the lands occupied by Indians being well suited for stock
has been made for several years to introduce and encour-

raising, effort

age that industry by issuing a few head of stock at a time to the most
deserving and industrious Indians, to be considered as their own property.

As might be expected, in spite of regulations and precautions, some
of this stock has been neglected and allowed to wander off with other
cattle, and has become lost to the owners; others have been sold, and
others slaughtered and eaten, either

by

their

owners or their Indian

neighbors. In many cases, however, reports have shown that the cattle
and their increase have been well cared for, and have been disposed of
only by permission from the agent; and it has been fully demonstrated
that, in time, under the care and instruction of agents and agency employes, cattle raising by Indians may be made an established paying

industry at many agencies, and that Indians may replace their herds
of almost worthless ponies by a sufficient number of good American
horses of their own raising to do their farm work.
The stock for breeding purposes now issued to Indians consists of
heifers or young cows with calves by their sides, bulls, brood mares,

and sheep.
The agencies at which deliveries of cattle and mares have been made,
or deliveries have been contracted for during the fiscal year 1892, are
Blackfeet, Crow, Fort Belkiiap, and Fort Peck.
South Dakota. Crow Creek and Lower Briile", and Pine Ridge, and Cheyenne River.
North Dakota. Devil's Lake, Fort Berthold, and Standing Rock.

Montana.

Nebraska.

Oklahoma.

Santee.

Cheyenne and Arapaho.
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issue of stock cattle to the Sioux Indians is provided for in

Article 17 of the agreement, approved

which reads

March

2,

1889 (25 Stats., 894),

:

^ * * And the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and directed to
purchase, from time to time, for the use of said Indians, such and so many American
breeding cows of good quality, not exceeding twenty-five thousand in number, and
bulls of like quality, not exceeding one thousand in number, as in his judgment can
under regulations furnished by him, cared
by said Indians.

be,

for

and preserved, with their increase,

In March last 10,000 cows and 400 bulls were contracted for to be
delivered during the following August. To secure the best results
from this issue of cattle, the following instructions, dated July 14, last,

were sent to the agents in charge of the Indians
to be issued

to

whom the

cattle are

:

As the first delivery of the first installment of the cows and bulls for your Indians,
under the provisions of Article 17 of the agreement, approved March 2, 1889 (25
Stats., 894), will be completed on or before the 15th of next month, you should make
preparations as soon as practicable for their issue to the Indians.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Under the provisions of this act it becomes your duty to select such Indians as
you have good reason to believe are prepared to take proper care of stock and can be
relied upon to take an interest in its preservation and its increase, and issue these
cattle to that class only, and in such number to each as his character and circumstances

You

may

warrant.

have each head branded before issue with a private mark, in addition to
this I. D. brand, to designate the Indian owner, and you will prepare a schedule
showing the names of all -to whom issues are made, the number given to each and
the private marks, so that the stock of each will be kept of record and can be readily
identified, and that two issues may not be made to the same person, and all the increase must be branded and recorded in the same manner at the proper time, one
copy of which schedule and record you will hold in the agency files and forward one
will

to this office.

Take the

and 369 of office regutime of making the issues, and
which are to the effect that
*
*
*
"No sales, barters, or bargains shall be made by any person other than
said Indians with each other of any of the personal property hereinbefore provided
for and any violation of this provision shall be deemed a misdemeanor and punished
by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding one. year,
or both in the discretion of the court."
You will explain to them fully that they are required to take proper care of their
cattle.
They are not to be neglected, allowed to run wild on the range, or to stray
off beyond the personal care of the owner, but they are to be either confined in a
suitable inclosure where they will have access to food and water, or they are to be
properly herded. In the winter they must be suitably housed, or sheltered from the
storms, and be supplied with an abundance of food and water. They should be instructed and induced to provide during the summer season an ample supply of hay
and other food for winter use. Whenever practicable, cows should be broken to
milk, and the Indians should be instructed as to the most intelligent preparation
aud economical use of the dairy products.
It is, of course, expected that in due time the Indians may be allowed to slaughter
for food a portion of the herd, and to sell others; the object of the issues being,
however, to preserve to them at all times a number not less than those issued. The
receipts of the Indians, as provided in sections 363

lations, which .you will fully explain to them at the
also call their attention to the provisions of the act,

;

:
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manner of slaughtering

or selling will be considered

when presented

to this office at

the proper time.

Whether

it

will be better to issue bulls to reliable Indians scattered over the res-

ervation, or hold them subject to the immediate care of your farmers and other employes, is a question which must be left to your own judgment.
You will also report to this office, from time to time, the condition of these issued
cattle;

how they

are being cared for,

how they

look, and whether they are as a

whole increasing or decreasing.
I

am strongly impressed with the belief that cattle-raising, if properly

managed,
that

will eventually

by many who

must be

finally

to the Indians, and
unsuitable
lands
for agriculture it
upon

be of very great benefit

are located

looked to as their main support.

IRRIGATION.
The Indian Appropriation Act

an
and use of irrigat-

for the current fiscal year contains

"
appropriation of $40,000 for construction, purchase,

ing machinery and appliances, on Indian reservations, in the discretion
of the Secretary of the Interior, and subject to his control." This
amount, with the unexpended balance of the appropriation of last year
for similar purposes on reservations in Arizona, Nevada, and Montana,
will make some $58,000 available for irrigation during the present fiscal
year. Agents have been instructed to report the irrigation needs of
their respective reservations, and while it is not likely that any extensive system can be undertaken on any reservation, I shall endeavor

from such information as I can obtain to recommend the expenditure
of the sum available according to the needs of the reservations so as
to secure the best results possible.
I am still of opinion that the money could

be expended to better adof
a
to superintend the
the
competent
engineer
appointment
vantage,
work were authorized by law. I also believe that the appropriation of
a much larger sum would be a measure of economy in the end, since it
if

would then be practicable to construct extensive systems which would
bring large areas of land under irrigation, thereby greatly enchancing
their value.

During the year a plant has been erected on the Fort Mojave School
Reservation at a cost of some $5,000, which the superintendent reports
like amount has also been expended for
to be entirely satisfactory.
the purchase of pumps for use on the Colorado River Reservation. Be-

A

tween $7,000 and $8,000 have ^een expended in repairs to dams,
and machinery on various reservations in Arizona, Nevada,
and Montana.
A system of irrigation on the Crow reservation, Montana, is now in
course of construction under the charge of Superintendent Graves. A
fund of $200,000 was provided for this purpose in the agreement with
the Crow Indians, concluded December lU, 1890. Last season was
occupied in making surveys, and doing other preliminary work.

ditches,
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By act approved February 10, 1891 (26 Stats., .745), Congress
granted to the Umatilla Irrigation Company, a corporation organized
and existing under the laws of the State of Oregon, a right-of-way
through the Umatilla Indian Reservation in that State for the construction and maintenance of a water ditch or canal for irrigation purand for constructing and maintaining reservoirs, dams, flumes,
and such other structures and devices as might be necessary for storing,
conveying, and distributing water. The grant was made upon certain
terms, conditions, and restrictions, with the provision that the Indians
should be compensated for the land so appropriated and used.
The ditch and necessary grounds therefor have been located, the
lands appropriated have been appraised, the consent of the Indians
obtained in proper manner, and payment made for all damages assessed.

poses,

It is believed that this

system of irrigation will benefit the Indians

of the reservation, and especially those in its immediate vicinity.
Senate bill No. 3048 of the last session of Congress, as amended and

passed by the Senate, provides for the granting of a right of way to the
Blue Mountain Irrigation and Improvement Company, a corporation
organized and existing under the laws of Oregon, through the southern
portion of the Umatilla Indian Eeservation, upon terms, conditions,
limitations, and restrictions similar to those contained in the act last
referred to. This bill is now pending before the House for consideraShould it become a law, and the system of irrigation
tion and action.
therein authorized be put into successful operation, the additional irrigation facilities afforded thereby will be of great value to the Indians.

EOADS.
The office has devised a system of rules and regulations for opening
and improving public highways on the reservations, by which it is
hoped that a better system of roads will be developed, and that it may
be brought into close relationship with the system of public highways
in the country immediately adjoining. (See Apendix page 196).
'

CASH PAYMENTS TO INDIANS.
The payments made to Indians during last year in fulfillment of treaty
stipulations, foi interest on funds held in trust for them, for lands they
relinquished to the Government, and for other legitimate indebtedness

them by the United States were much in excess of those for any previous year, and exceeded by $2,000,000 the payments made for the fisThe comparison is as follows
cal year 1890.
to

:

1892.

Fulfilling treaties, interest,

payment

for lands, etc
for them

Labor by Indians and purchases made
Total

r

:

j

I

$774, 268
642, 000

1,416,268

$2, 480,
930,
i

716
000

3,410,716
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The above

figures do not include

payments made

to the

Five

Civil-

ized Tribes.

The labor, care, and responsibility entailed on this office and its agents
by such payments is great. The amount paid to each person is usually
quite small, and the payment is sometimes attended with danger, because
the payees are upon reservations more or less difficult of access, and surrounded sometimes by a lawless white population. The official making
the payment is held to as strict account as a bank teller for the funds
he handles, yet he has limited facilities and few safeguards. I am
therefore specially gratified in being able to report that I know of no
injustice having been done any Indian, nor has any agent been a defaulter or 'the Government a loser to the slightest amount. The labor
connected with instructing agents how to make payments, explaining
matters to the Indians, and examining the accounts rendered for these
large payments was attended to by the regular clerical force of this
office without extra expense to the Government.
Although many Indians squander in a short time the funds paid
them, yet as a rule Indians are learning to make better use of their
money than formerly, and, like other people, they value most highly
that which comes to them as a result of their own labor and good
management. The $930,000 which they receiyed in that way last year,
as shown by the above table, was earned by them in the following

manner

:

Regular Indian employes at agencies
Regular Indian employe's at schools
Irregular Indian employe's at agencies
Irregular Indian employes at schools
-.

Additional farmers
Interpreters
Police

$98, 000
63,

000

40,

000

37,

000

12,

000

20,

000

118, 000

Judges of Indian courts
Hauling supplies
Produce, hay, and other supplies- purchased from Indians
Cutting and banking logs

12,

000

105, 000

280, 000
145, 000

930, 000

INDIAN EMPLOYES.
One of the chief complaints made by and for the Indians has been
the lack of profitable employment. Applications for employment in
some Government position, especially of those who have returned home
after attending nonreservation schools, have been very persistent.
moment's reflection will convince any thoughtful man, in the first
place, that it is impossible for the Government to provide employment

A

as blacksmiths, farmers, wagon-makers, shoemakers, etc., to any considerable number of young men. It is not the business of the Govern-

ment

to inaugurate large industrial enterprises simply for the sake of
giving employment to people who wish to work. Such a scheme is
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visionary. There are but few authorized positions in the Government
service on reservations, and most of them require the services of men
who are intelligent, capable, not only of performing the work required

but also of giving instructions to the Indians and of organizing anddirecting their labors. Although constant effort has been made to find
competent Indians for all these positions the office has not met with
very encouraging success. Many of the young men who have attended
the nonreservation schools have sufficient knowledge of farming or of
some of the trades to do fairly well under the direction of a skilled
workman, but they lack the requisite intelligence, skill, energy, experito fit them to fill successfully the places where
required. Doubtless this will correct itself in time, when
they have received a more thorough training than has yet been given
to them.

ence,

and independence

leadership

is

'I would not have it inferred from what I have just said that no Indians are employed by the Government.
very considerable number are so employed, both at the agencies and at the schools, as is
shown by the following tables

A

:

TABLE

19.

Positions authorized to Refilled by Indians at the various agencies during the
fiscal year

.

1892-93.

74 police officers

$13, 320

31 herders

850 police privates
63 interpreters

102, 000

3 tinners

19,

123judges
2 clerks

3

wagon-makers

2,200
1, 500

1

ferryman

2 assistant clerks
1

2 copyists
2 physicians

1 painter

12,300

^

7-issue clerks

460

4,

1,
2,

020
200

3 overseers

360

6 ox-drivers
1

760

22 assistant blacksmiths

4,

980

3,

960

1 toll-keeper
17 teamsters

4,

390

7 stablemen

2,

880

33 assistant farmers

7,

580

waterman
2 watchmen

10 additional farmers

3,

600

25 district farmers

1,

500

1,

560

5 harness-makers
3 assistant harness-makers

. .

1,

320

6 assistant millers

2,

000

1,

520

3 sawyers
1 assistant

sawyer
3 wheelwrights
2 assistant wheelwrights
6 butchers

210
1,

020
360

2,340

1,

2,

superintendent of work.

..

5,

1,

210
200
520
540
300
310

1,900
180
740
240
8, 540
13, 720

wood-chopper

61 apprentices
59 laborers

660

2 millers

150

1

1

100
100

240

1 janitor
1 off bearer

8,

5 farmers

1,
-.

1 mail-carrier

320

2 physician's assistants
17 blacksmiths

10 carpenters
19 assistant carpenters

$12 550
780
300

500

257, 940

Estimated

amount

be expended for irregular Indian
labor, based on expenditures
to

during the year 1891-'92
Total

40,

000

297,940
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From

the above table, it will be seen that there are 1,500 regular
agency positions authorized to be filled by Indians for the next fiscal
year and that the aggregate of salaries is over a quarter of a million
If to this be added the number of irregular employe's, it will
swell the total to be paid agency Indian employe's by the Government
to $297,940.
dollars.

TABLE

School positions filled by and salaries paid

10.

June
2 assistant engineers, at $120
1 assistant engineer

.

physician and teacher
6 cadet sergeants, at $80
30 cadet sergeants, at $60

$240
240
720

1

1,

1 dairy
1

60

farmer

300

1 assistant

farmer

240

2 assistant farmers, at $180
1 assistant farmer

360

. . .

60

1 carpenter
1 assistant carpenter
1

1

3
1

2
2
1

480
800
60

boy
Istableboy

night watchman
night watchman
night watchmen, at $300
night watchman
night watchmen, at $240
night watchmen, at $180
night watchman
herder

j

120

480
360

900

216
480
360

120

13 Indian assistants, at $180
13 Indian assistants, at $150
4 Indian assistants, at $200
49 Indian assistants, at $120
1

j

I

!

!

I

I

I

240

....

Indians for the year endina

to

*<">

30,

8
6
3

16
7

10

Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian

I

i

!

i

\

!

|

$2, 340

1,950
800

5,880
160

assistant
assistants, at $100
assistants, at $96

800
576
240

assistants, at $80
assistants, at $60

960

assistants, at $36
assistants, at $48

1 assistant
|

. . .

252

480

seamstress

360

3 assistant seamstresses, at $300
1 assistant seamstress

900
240

6 assistant seamstresses, at $180
4 assistant seamstresses, at $150
10 assistant seamstresses, at $120

1,080
600

6 assistant seamstresses, at $60
2 assistant seamstresses, at $48
2 shoemakers, at $300

1,200
360
96

eoa

shoemaker

240

1

2 herders, at $180

360

360

1

240

teamster
1 teamster
1 teamster
1 teamster
2 bakers, at $300 each

600
240
300

1

housekeeper

2 assistant teachers, at $120
10 assistant teachers, at $60.

240
.

600

.

1 teacher

480
360

1 assistant disciplinarian
1 assistant disciplinarian

2 firemen, at $360

180
240
720

1 firemen

120

1 assistant printer

6 assistant cooks, at $240
assistant cooks, at $180
J5
1 assistant

1,

cook

10 assistant cooks, at $120
1 assistant cook . . .

1,

300
200
100

.-

1 assistant

440
900

cook

160

4 assistant cooks, at $150
1 assistant cook

Indian
4 Indian
1 Indian
10 Indian

j

'

I

]

!

;

!

assistants, at $360

1,

assistant
assistants, at $240

2,

240

3 assistant bakers, at $60

180

Itailor

300

1

butcher

120

13 Indian apprentices, at $120.
2 Indian apprentices, at $90 .
29 Indian apprentices, at $60 .
1
1

|

2

80

480
440
300
400

150

120

2 bakers, at $150 each
2 assistant bakers, at $120

3

600

assistant

300

Ibaker

j

1

180

1

.

.

.

watchman
watchman

1,

740
300

240

watchmen, at $96.
watchmen, at $60 each

1 assistant industrial

1,560
180

teacher

288
120
.

400

3 assistant industrial teachers,
at $300

900

teacher.

180

j

j

|

i

1 assistant industrial
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DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRIES.
But the great desideratum in this matter is such ail entire change of
the industrial situation on reservations as will create work and offer
compensating employment to all who are willing to labor.
Where the lands have been allotted, the surplus sold, and a \vhite
community has been brought into immediate contact with the Indians,
as is the case, for instance, among the Omahas and Sissekms and more
recently among the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, it is believed that such
an entire change in the situation will be brought about in the course of

a comparatively short time that every competent Indian, man or wodesires employment can have it either at good wages workfor
white
ing
people or in remunerative return when working at their own
homes.
This is a matter that must of necessity be determined largely by

man who

by the gradual development of the knowledge of civways, and a desire for the benefits that grow from steady, continuous, intelligently directed personal effort.
One great result of educating the younger Indians is the creation in
their minds of a desire to work. When they are trained in a school,
such as Carlisle or Haskell, situated in a civilized community, the
pupils have constantly before them an object lesson of a very impressive character, which, quite as much as the school room does, serves to
awaken a desire for the comforts and privileges of civilization. They
realize the poverty of their reservation life and wish for something
Discontent is the mother of prog,
better. They become dissatisfied.
If the schools can give them a command of English, awaken
ress.
among them a universal dissatisfaction with their present state, show
them something better, inure them to industry, and teach them to use
tools and machinery, they will find employment and make for themindividual effort,
ilized

selves places in life.
The policy of allotting lands and the breaking up of the reservations
will, in many cases, solve the problem here presented in perhaps the

only satisfactory way in which it can be solved by the Government.
In other cases the solution does not lie, for the present certainly, in
allotments, but rather in the development of a system of industry
among the Indians themselves which shall facilitate, by judicious help,
the growth of their native industries. The Navajos, for instance,
estimated to number from 16,000 to 18,000, are almost wholly en-

gaged in pastoral pursuits, owning and successfully caring for large
numbers of sheep, goats, horses, and a few cattle. By some judicious
help in the development of water through some carefully planned
scheme of irrigation, such as is suggested on page 126, it is believed
that the reservation can be

made abundantly capable

of supporting in

comfort, if not in affluence, all the Navajo Indians entitled and desiring to reside upon it. In addition to the care of flocks and herds these
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people have shown a disposition to engage somewhat in agriculture,
and, as is well known, they are very skillful in the production of
blankets, which not only furnish them, with enough for their own use,

but provide them with the means of procuring other necessaries of life
by exchange or barter.
Among the Sioux, numbering, perhaps, 20,000, special effort has been
put forth by the office to stimulate the grazing industry. Most of that
vast region is unfit for agriculture, but large sections of it are specially

adapted to the grazing of cattle and horses, and during the present
year thousands of head -of stock cattle have been issued to them. This
has been more particularly referred to on page 91. I am of the opinion
that much can be done in the way of facilitating this industry by sinking at proper places artesian wells in order to secure an abundant
supply of water.
Among the Indians at Fort Hall particular attention is being given
by the office to the construction of an irrigating ditch, and efforts are
being made to induce them to become farmers. They take to it, however, very slowly, and not enough has been done, nor has a sufficient
time elapsed to warrant any very positive opinion as to the final outcome.
The progress now being made on the Crow Beservation in the development of a system of irrigation is referred to on page 92. I have
reason to believe, so far as my knowledge will warrant an opinion, that
the scheme is being worked out intelligently and that the prospects for
those people are full of hope.

Much has been accomplished during the year among the Pimas, who
have been for a long time self-supporting, raising as good wheat, perhaps, as is raised anywhere in the United States. A considerable
amount of work has been done by them under the supervision of the
agent in extending their system of irrigation, and special efforts are to
be made to induce them to enter more largely than heretofore into
fruit growing.
This industry is full of promise in that region because
of

its climate.

One of the most interesting people within the entire limits of the Indian
race are the Moquis, in Arizona. They number nearly 2,000, and in many
respects are among the most sluggish and backward of the tribes. They
live in villages perched upon their mesas, and when I visited them
nearly two years ago they were,

it seemed to me, retrograding rather
than advancing. The attempts at education which had been made by
the Government among them had been almost wholly futile, and the
school as I found it was a discredit both to them and to the Government. I secured a thoroughly competent Christian man, Mr. E. P. Collins, for superintendent, gave him the immediate oversight of all the
affairs pertaining to them, put into his hands the money to be expended
for their benefit, went with him personally and investigated the situa-
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and gave directions for a movement looking to a great improvement
The result is most gratifying; they are taking their
lands in the valleys, building homes, and show a wonderful spirit of progress. Probably more has been done by them in this direction within
the past two years than in any twenty years previous, and the school
that was so distressingly poor is now one of the best in the service,
doing for them a work of incalculable value.
Special pains have been taken to develop water for these interesting
people, and to make it possible for them to extend the range of their
agriculture. They have been furnished with wagons, harness, and
better horses than heretofore, and are now showing for the first time an
interest in the matter of transportation and are eager for work of that
kind. This is a signal illustration of what can be done with properly
directed efforts for even the most conservative of the tribes.
tion,

in their condition.

FIELD MATKONS.
Considerable attention has been given to the plan of employing field
matrons who shall instruct Indian women in the duties of the household assist and encourage them in bettering their homes, and taking
;

proper care of their children; and incite among Indians generally aspirations for improvement in their

'

life

morally, intellectually, socially,

and religiously. The work begun on a small scale in a few tribes by
means of a small appropriation has thus far been attended with reIt will be further exsults fully commensurate with my expectations.
tended during the current fiscal year by reason of a slight increase in
the appropriation, bringing it up to $5,000 a sum, however, entirely
inadequate if the work is to be prosecuted on any large scale.
There are, of course, some difficulties connected with the successful accomplishment of this work. Selections of field matrons must be made
with the greatest care, for they must be women of judgment, character, industry, sound health, free from family and other cares, so as to
be able to devote their entire time and strength to the work and ready
to subject themselves to the privations which must be borne, if any
tangible results are to be secured. Another difficulty is to provide the
field matron with the facilities needed for the accomplishment of her work
for instance, a home into which Indian women can be welcomed by her
and taught numberless ways of civilization and refinement. She must
also have some facilities for visiting Indians in their homes, which are
often widely separated. Moreover, there are many places in which the
work of a most faithful and competent field matron would meet with
very small results owing to the inability of the Indians to carry out the
instructions and suggestions given. Very limited applcation of civilized ways is possible in a tepee and among familieswho roam from one
place to another. Therefore, it is my policy to locate field matrons
among tribes who have received, or are about to receive, allotments in
;

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

101

are putting up houses and surrounding themselves with
some of the appliances of civilization, and who are more or less in the
vicinity of white settlements, so that the field matrons can come in at
several ty,

who

the transition period and save from failure and hopeless discouragement the Indian woman who begins to see that there is a better way
but does not know how to reach it. There are many such places from
which come urgent requests for field matrons, and I hope that an increase of appropriation for next year will enable me to heed such calls.
The duties of a field matron and the work that is expected of her are
set forth in detail in instructions issued to

on the 6th of July

last,

as follows

Indian agents by this

office

:

The position of field matron has been created in order that Indian women may be
influenced in their home life and duties, and may have done for them in their sphere
what farmers and mechanics are supposed to do for Indian men in their sphere.
The duties of a field matron, therefore, are to visit Indian women in their homes
and to give them counsel, encouragement, and help in the following lines
1. Care of a house, keeping it clean and in order, ventilated, properly warmed (not
overheated), and suitably furnished.
2. Cleanliness and hygienic conditions generally, including disposition of all
:

refuse.

Preparation and serving of food and regularity in meals.
Sewing, including cutting, making, and mending garments.
5. Laundry work.
6. Adorning the home, both inside and out, with pictures, curtains, home-made
rugs, flowers, grass plots and trees, construction and repair of walks, fences, and
3.

4.

drains.

In this connection there will be opportunity for the matron to give to the male
members of the family kindly admonitions as to the "chores" and heavier kinds of
work about the house which in civilized communities is generally done by men.
7. Keeping and care of domestic animals, such as cows, poultry, and swine
care
and use of milk, making of butter, cheese, and curds and keeping of bees.
;

Care of the sick.
Care of little children, and introducing among them the games and sports of
white children.
10. Proper observance of the Sabbath
organization of societies for promoting
" Lend a Hand "
literary, religious, moral, and social improvement, such as
clubs,
circles of " King's Daughters," or " Sons/ 7 Y. M. C. A., Christian Endeavor, and tem8.
9.

;

perance societies, etc.
Of course, it is impracticable to enumerate all the directions in which a field matron can lend her aid in ameliorating the condition of Indian women. Her own tact,
skill, and interest will suggest manifold ways of instructing them in civilized home
stimulating their intelligence, rousing ambition, and cultivating refinement.
Young girls, particularly those who have left school, should find in her a friend
and adviser, and her influence should be to them a safeguard against the sore temp,
tations which beset them. She should impress upon families the importance of
education and urge upon them to put and keep their children in school.

life,

Besides faithfully visiting Indian homes, the matron should have stated days or
parts of days each week when Indian women may come to her home for counsel or
for instruction in sewing or other domestic arts. which can
advantageously be taught
to several persons at one time.

The time actually devoted to the above outlined work by the field matron should
be not less than eight hours per day of five days in the week, and half a day on
Saturday.
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Tin; matron shall make reports of her work monthly to the agent, and quarterly,
through him, to this office upon blank herewith. On August 15 of each year she
shall make an annual report, to he forwarded by the agent to this office for publi-

cation.

ISSUE OF RATIONS.
Serious complaints have heretofore been made regarding the quality
of the beef issued, especially during the winter season. The practice
long obtained, grounded on the necessity of economizing to the utmost
degree, of purchasing beef on the hoof and receiving in the fall a sufcient supply to last through the winter. No adequate provision, however, was made for sheltering the cattle or for properly feeding them,
so that, as a natural result, when they were issued they had deterio-

rated in weight and very materially in quality; and just complaint
was made by the Indians on this account. Now beef is purchased at
such times and in such quantities as is most advantageous, and as a
result Indians are receiving full weight and good quality. While this
necessitates a larger expenditure of money,
Indians and promotes their contentment.

it

insures good faith to the

near at hand when the entire system of issuing
away with, but so long as it continues it should
be governed by business principles, dominated by strict justice.
The plan has been inaugurated among the Sioux Indians particuof making
larly, to whom the largest amount of supplies is furnished
cash payments instead of issuing goods and subsistence. It is believed
that the time has come when the issuing of supplies of various kinds
should be gradually discontinued, and that at no distant day it should
entirely cease. Whatever the Government owes to these people should
be paid in cash wherever they have sufficient intelligence to make proper
use of it, and then they should be left to the expenditure of this money
in whatever way seems to them best.
If they make a bad use of it they
should be allowed, as other people are, to suffer the consequences.
Another evil which has greatly hindered the progress of the Indians
has been the issuance of rations at some single central supply station,
necessitating the movement of large numbers of the tribe frequently,
and in some instances almost continuously, in order to receive their
supplies. Eecently by the judicious establishment of subissue stations
at convenient places and by issuing from them the supplies needed for
those living in their immediate vicinity, this evil has been very largely
removed.
^The old practice of turning living cattle loose to be chased by the
Indians and shot down on the prairie, in imitation of the old savage
method of buffalo hunting, has been almost wholly discontinued. Rigid
orders have been issued to stop it entirely, and I am happy to say that
I

hope the day

is

rations shall be done

in

most cases these orders are now

faithfully carried into execution.
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The following statement shows the amount of beef purchased for
The net beef is purissue to Indians from 1886 to 1893, inclusive.
that
the
increase in the beef
chased for schools. It will be noticed
required for school use, owing to increase in attendance of pupils, is
offset by the reduction in the issue of gross beef to Indians for their
home use. The amount of net beef purchased will doubtless be increased
somewhat in the future as schools are still further enlarged, but the pur-

chases of gross beef ought soon to diminish very considerably.

TABLE

11.

Beef purchased for the Indian

Tear.

service, by fiscal years
inclusive.

from 1886

to 1893,

104

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
he advised the Department that inasmuch as his

February

26, 1802,

own view

coincided with the decision of the court for the eastern dis-

trict of Texas respecting the introduction of malt liquors into the Indian country, it would be improper for him to "take any steps which
might render the marshal responsible on his bond."
On the same date Agent Bennett reported that the carload of beer
had been spirited away and taken into Texas and unloaded, and that
the empty car had been surrendered and was then in the custody of
the marshal for the Indian Territory, acting presumably under directions- of the court in which libel proceedings had been instituted.
Meantime, February 18, 1892, I submitted a draft of legislation for
the amendment of the law against the sale of liquors to Indians so as
to include in the prohibition all intoxicating liquors, of whatever character. This, in modified form, was adopted by Congress, and July 23,
1892, an act was approved amending section 2139 of the Kevised Statutes so as to prohibit " ardent spirits, ale, beer, wine, or intoxicating
liquor or liquors, of whatever kind," from being introduced into the Indian country under any pretense, and providing for the punishment of
persons guilty of intr6ducmg beer or other intoxicating drinks into the
Indian country or of selling them to Indians, the penalty for each
offense being not more than two years imprisonment and not more than
7

$300

fine.

The troubles and confusion brought about

in the Indian Territory
through the sale of intoxicants there have been reported by Agent
Bennett to be deplorable. In some places drunken carousals have been
so frequent as to make it unsafe for women and children to be out alone
on the streets. At one town in the Creek Nati on a prosecuting attorney
citizen of that nation, with others, became intoxicated on beer, and in
their drunken brawls killed a worthy citizen of the town, who had given
no cause for offense.
It is gratifying, however, to be able to report that this traffic can now
be stopped. There is now no doubt as to the character of liquors that
are prohibited by law from introduction into the Indian country and
sale to Indians, and it is expected that, with the cooperation of the
courts having jurisdiction over the Indian Territory, the agents of this
department will be able to prevent further trouble from the sale of beer

therein.

In other parts of the Indian country there appears to have been less
whisky drinking by the Indian than in former years, owing, doubtless, to
the activity of the Indian agents in detecting and securing the punish
inent of offenders against the law.
In this connection, however, I am constrained to note what seems to
be an unfortunate tendency in the other direction. While the office is
using every means in its power to suppress all liquor traffic among
Indians and to inculcate in them habits of total abstinence, those who
have been enlisted in the U. S. Army are allowed the same liberty in
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regard to obtaining liquor from the canteen and elsewhere as is accorded to white soldiers. This is to be regretted on many accounts.
It lowers the character of the Indian himself, makes his return home
with the habit of drink a source of evil to his tribe, and gives the
impression that enlistment in the Army means an opportunity to indulge in a practice which is strictly prohibited on the reservation.
This idea has already been disseminated among Indian pupils at
school by their correspondence with friends who have enlisted.

INDIAN TRADE.
No change has been made during the year in the policy hitherto pursued by me in regard to Indian trade, which has been fully set forth in
my previous reports. The recent act of Congress, by which clearer
and more stringent provisions have been added to the laws against the
introduction of intoxicating liquors into the Indian country, has already
been referred to on page 103. This legislation will be felt only by certain traders among the Five Civilized Tribes. The sale of beer as well as
other intoxicating compounds by licensed traders on reservations elsewhere has never been allowed.
As I have before stated, the distinguishing characteristics of Indian
trade have nearly disappeared, and the system of licensing traders
among Indians will cease as reservations are surrounded by white settlements, or as reservation walls are beaten down by allotments. This
state of affairs has already been reached among the Omahas and Santee Sioux in Nebraska, the Sac and Fox, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes
in Oklahoma, and the Sisseton Sioux in South Dakota.
The Omahas

have had no licensed trader for two years, and it is my purpose not
to renew existing licenses granted to traders among the other tribes
named. As such licenses a,re issued for only one year, those Indians
will soon be free from any such suggestion of their former condition of
wardship as distinguished from their present status of citizens.

EXHIBITION OF INDIANS.
During the past year numerous applications have been received asking for authority to take Indians from reservations for exhibition purposes. I have steadily refused to countenance in any way anything of
the " Wild West " character. Further consideration of the question has
only confirmed me in the views expressed hitherto, that it is unwise
for Indians to be allowed to appear before the public exhibiting their
savage characteristics. It tends to create in their minds the idea that
what the white man particularly admires is that which really is a mark
oT their degradation; it tends to foster a roaming spirit; it brings them,
almost of necessity, into contact with the low and degraded white man,
encourages vice, and begets false ideas of civilized life; it takes them
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from home, breaks up any habits that

may be

forming of ordinary

in-

dustry, and has a tendency to awaken a spirit of restlessness among
those that remain behind. The arguments advanced in favor of the

scheme, namely, that

it

enables them to earn

money and

to see the

world, are by no means conclusive to my mind. The truth is, and it
may as well be stated in all its baldness, that the reason for taking these
people and making an exhibit of their savagery is the money there is in
it for their employers.
This is all; other pleas are mere pretexts and
subterfuges, excuses designed to cover up the real reason.
I have, however, granted permission in several instances for Indians

few days expositions in cities near by the reservations,
where they could see and learn that which would be of profit to them.

to attend for a

EAILEOADS ACEOSS BESERVATIO^S.
GRANTS SINCE LAST ANNUAL REPORT.
During the past year Congress has made the following grants
construction of railways across Indian lands

for the

:

MENOMONEE RESERVATION, WISCONSIN.

6,

Marinctte and Western Railway. By act of Congress approved July
1892 (27 Stat., p. 83 and p. 714 of this report), the Marinette and

Western Eailway Company was granted right of way through the
Menomouee Indian Eeservation in Wisconsin, To maps of the definite
location of the right of way of the road have as yet been filed in this
office.

RED CLIFF RESERVATION, WISCONSIN*
Bayfield Harbor and Great Western Railway. On February 27, 1892,
the Bayfield Harbor and Great Western Eailway Company filed in this
office a map of definite location of a proposed right of way through the

Eed

Cliff Eeservation, in Wisconsin, in accordance with the provisions
of article 3 of the treaty of September 30, 1854 (10 Stats., 1109), between
the United States and the Chippewa Indians. An examination of the
map of definite location and the schedule of lands allotted to Indians

of that reservation showed that the proposed right of way passed exclusively through tracts that had been patented to individual members ot

Eed Cliff band. On May 3, 1892, United States Indian Agent
Leahy, of the La Pointe Agency, was instructed by this office to confer
with the interested patentees and ascertain their wishes relative to granting the company the desired right of way, and in the event of their acquiescence therein to conduct negotiations between them and the company
for the sale of the proposed right of way, in the nature of an easement
only, through the several tracts. These negotiations were somewhat
delayed by reason of the Bayfield, Lake Shore and Western Eailroad
the
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application for a right of way through the same patThe application of the latter
ented tracts in the same general direction
company was dated May 3, 1892, and was received by this office on the
9th of the same month. On the 18th of June, 1892, the facts relative to
the conflicting desires of the two companies for right of way through
the same patented tracts were submitted to the Department for its direction as to what further action should be taken respecting each company.
Under date of the 28th of the same month, the Secretary replied direct-

Company making

.

ing that the Bayfield Harbor and Great Western Eailway Company be
given the preference by reason of priority of survey and application
that the work of obtaining the consent of and deeds from the Indian
patentees be proceeded with in reference to that company, as theretofore ordered, and that the Bayfield, Lake Shore and Western Railroad
Company be informed that if it desires a right of way across said
reservation over the same, or nearly the same, route of the first-menj

tioned company, such right of way, if any is granted, will be entirely
subordinate to the right of way applied for by the Bayfield Harbor and

Great Western Eailway Company. On June 30, 1892, Agent Leahy
was accordingly again directed to proceed with the matter of negotiating with the individual patentees for right of

way

of the Bayfield

Harbor and Great Western Kail way Company through the reservation.
On July 22, 1892, Agent Leahy forwarded to this office the deeds for
right of way of all the patentees except for the N W. J of the S W. J of
section 25, township 51, range 4 west, which is owned by minor heirs.
He states that this deed will be executed by guardian and forwarded
as soon as an exemplified copy of the letters of guardianship can be
procured. This latter deed was forwarded by Agent Leahy on July
30, 1892,

but without the exemplified copy of the letters of guardian-

ship being attached.
INDIAN TERRITORY.

Denison and Northern Railway Company. By act of Congress approved July 30, 1892 (27 Stat., p. 336 and p. 723 of this report), the
Denison and Northern Railway Company, a corporation created under and by virtue of the laws of Texas, was granted a right of way
through the Indian Territory, beginning at a point to be selected by
said railway company on Eed Eiver, near Denison, in Grayson County,
in the State of Texas, and running thence by the most practicable
route through the Indian Territory in a northerly direction to the
southern boundary of the State of Kansas, at or near Coifeyville, in
said State, with a right to construct and operate a branch line of railway, beginning at a point about twenty miles north of Eed Elver, on
the main line; thence in a northwesterly direction to a point on the
western line of the Indian Territory at or near where it is crossed by
the Canadian Eiver. No maps of definite location of the line have
yet been filed for approval.
Hutchison and Southern Railroad. By act of Congress approved February

3,

1892 (27 Stat.,

2,

and p. 709 of this

report), the act granting the
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right of way to the Hutchison and Southern Railroad Company to construct and operate a railroad, telegraph, and telephone line from the city

of Anthony, in the State of Kansas, through the Indian Territory, to
some point in the county of Grayson, in the State of Texas, approved

1890 (20 Stats., 485), was amended, giving the company
extend its line of road* to the southern boundary of the
Indian Territory from its connection with the Santa Fe Railroad at or
near Guthrie, in the Territory of Oklahoma, to the southern boundary
of the Indian Territory, at or near a point north of Denison, Texas, and
also giving the company three years from the passage of the amendment
within which to construct the road.

September
power

full

26,

to

ACTION PENDING BEFORE CONGRESS.
INDIAN AND OKLAHOMA TERRITORIES.

Pan- American Transportation Company. Senate bill 2464. "A bill to
grant the I* an- American Transportation Company a right of way through
the Indian Territory, and for other purposes." Said bill was reported
on in office letter of May 28, 1892, to the Secretary of the Interior.
The Kansas City, Pittsburg and Fort Smith Raihvay. Senate bill
2601. "A bill to amend an act entitled <An act to grant the right
of way to the Pittsbnrg, Columbus and Fort Smith Railway Company through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes.'" The bill
seeks to change the corporate name of the company from the Pittsburg,
Columbus and Fort Smith Railway Company to The Kansas City,
Pittsburg and Fort Smith Railway Company, and to extend the time
within which the company may construct the first 100 miles of the road
to three years from the passage of the bill instead of three years from

June
on in

Said bill was reported
30, 1890, as provided in the original act.
office letter of
to
the
of the Interior.
Secretary
26, 1892,

May

A

Senate bill No. 3627. a
bill granting to the Gainesville, Oklahoma and Gulf Railway Company
a right of way through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes."
The bill was reported on in office letter of May 28, 1892, to the SecreGainesville,

Oklahoma and Gulf Railway.

tary of the Interior.

Kansas City and Pacific Railroad. Senate bill No. 3315. U A bill to
grant a right of way to the Kansas City and Pacific Railway Company
through the Indian Territory and the Territory of Oklahoma, and for
other purposes." The bill was reported on in office letter of June 29,
1892, to the Secretary of the Interior.

CROW CREEK RESERVATION.

Midland Pacific Railroad. Senate bill No. 443. "A bill granting to
the Midland Pacific Railroad Company the right of way through the
Crow Creek Indian Reservation, in the State of South Dakota." The
bill was- reported on in
the Interior.

office letter

of

May

25, 1892, to the Secretary of
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GREAT SIOUX RESERVATION.
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad. Senate
bill to amend section sixteen of chapter four hundred

bill

N o. 8464.

"

A

and five of an
act of Congress approved March second, eighteen hundred and eightyNation in Dakota, by exnine, relating to the reservation of the Sioux
tending the time within which the said company may construct its road
across the reservation." The bill was reported on in office letter of May
17, 1892, to

the Secretary of the Interior.
SISSETON

AND WAHPETON RESERVATION.

Watertown, Sioux City and Duluth Railway. Senate bill No. 2657.
right of way to the Watertown, Sioux City and Duluth
Railway Company through the Sisseton and Wahpetou Indian Reser-

"A bill granting

vation."

The

bill

was reported on

in office letter of

May 21, 1892, to the

Secretary of the Interior.

GRANTS REFERRED TO IN PREVIOUS ANNUAL EEPORTS.
INDIAN AND OKLAHOMA TERRITORIES.

Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway. By act of June 27, 1890
(26 Stats., 181), the Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska Railway Company

was authorized

to sell its entire line of road arid all its railway prop-

erty, rights, and franchises in the Indian and Oklahoma Territories, to
the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway Company. On January
official notice through M. A. Low, late presi7, 1892^ this office received
dent of the Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska Railway Company, of the
sale and transfer on March 10, 1891, of all the rights, franchises, railway, and property of said company in the Indian Territory and the
Territory of Oklahoma, to the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Rail-

way Company.

On February

16, 1892,

the latter company

filed in this

the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, maps of definite
location of the sixth, seventh, and eighth 25-mile sections and the ninth
section of 23.6 miles, which extends to the southern boundary of the
office, for

Indian Territory.

These maps were approved by the Secretary of the

February 19, 1892. The company has also paid to the Secreof
the
tary
Interior, for the benefit of the particular nations or tribes
whose
lands said road is located, the sum of $50 per mile for
through
the distance shown by said maps of definite location, amounting to
Interior

$4,930. This completes the payment to the Indians of $50 per mile for
right of way through the entire Indian Territory, the Chicago, Kansas
and Nebraska Railway Company having paid for right of way through

Indian lands up to the end of the fifth 25-mile section prior to the sale
and transfer of the road to the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway
Company. Two maps of station grounds have also been approved, one
on April 19, 1892, in the west half of section 27, township 7 north, range
7 west, and the other on July 12, 1892, in section 34, township 6 north,
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range 7 west. Under date of August 21, 1890 (see office letter July
2, 1892), the Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska Railway Company tendered a draft for the sum of $1,416.24 in payment of the annual tax
of $15 per mile for that portion of the road constructed through the
Cherokee outlet up to October 19, 1890. Under date of July 28, 1892,
the Chicago, Eock Island and Pacific Eailway Company tendered a draft
for $1,455.40 in payment of the annual tax on that part of the road which
extends through the Cherokee outlet lands from October 19, 1890, to
3une 30, 1892, and a draft for $588.02, in payment of annual tax on
that portion of the road which extends through the lands of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians from date of construction to April 19, 1892,
the date when the surplus lands on the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation were opened to public settlement.
Choctaw Coal and Railroad Company. Under date of March 6, 1891,
the company tendered a draft for $465 in payment of annual tax of
$15 per mile on that portion of the road constructed prior to June 30,
1890. The 'company has recently been called on to tender the full
amount of tax due up to June 30, 1892.
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway. There is now pending before
Congress a bill (Senate bill No. 3147) to authorize the Gulf, Colorado
and Santa Fe Eailway Company to purchase certain lands for station
purposes at Davis, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory. The bill was
reported on in office letter of June 29, 1892, to the Secretary of the
Interior.

Under date of February 10, 1891, the company tendered a draft for
$1,500 in payment of the annual tax on its road from June 12, 1889,
to June 11, 1890. Under date of July 25, 1892, the company was called
on to tender tlie full amount of annual tax to June 30, 1892.
The company on August 9, 1892, tendered a draft for $1,500 in payment of the annual tax on its road through Indian lands for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1892. In office letter of August 13, 1892, the
attention of the company was invited to the fact that it had not tendered payment of the annual tax from June 11, 1890, to June 30, 1891,
a period of one year and nineteen days.*
The Southern Kansas Railroad (leased to the Atcliisou, Topeka and
Santa Fe Eailway Company.) Under date of February 18, 1892, Messrs.
Britton & Gray filed in this office an agreement, dated January 18,
1892, entered into between the Cherokee Nation, by C. J. Harris, principal chief, and the Southern Kansas Eailroad Company for the sum
of $7,502 and payment of the costs of suit, in full settlement for all
compensation on account of land taken by said company for right of
way through the Cherokee Outlet. The matter of the payment by this
company for lands taken for right of way through the Cherokee Outlet
had been pending in the courts for a number of years. On January
19, 1892, the circuit court for the
*In response to this
ment of the annual tax

letter the

western district of Arkansas entered

company on September

for the period mentioned,

7,

1892,

tendered a draft for $1,578.08 in pay-
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judgment against the company for $7,502 and costs of suit, pursuant
to the above stipulation, and the "case was dismissed. Thus ended
the litigation growing out of granting said company a right of way
through the Cherokee Outlet lands that had been the source of much
annoyance both to the company and the Cherokee Nation.
Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway. Mention was made in the
last annual report of the fact that the payment for right of way of
the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway upon that portion of
the line within the Cherokee Nation was held in the United
States Treasury, to the credit of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
pending the decision of the court as to the amount of compensation to
be paid, the Nation having exercised the right to dissent from the
allowance provided for in the act. The Nation failed to perfect its
appeal to the court in accordance with the provisions of the act granting the right of way through the Indian Territory, and the attention of
the Department was invited to this fact in office letter of February 10,
1892, coupled with the recommendation that the amount due the Nation
and then held in the United States Treasury should be placed to the
credit of the Nation. In Department letter of February 13, 1892, authority was accordingly given, and the amount of $7,051.50 placed to
the credit of the Cherokee Nation.
Under date of August 9, 1892, the company, through Messrs. Britton
& Gray, attorneys, tendered a draft of $2,444.55 in payment of the
annual tax of $15 per mile on that portion of the road extending
through the Indian lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.

OTHER INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

Red Cliff Reservation, Wis. The deeds of relinquishnient for right of
way of the Bayfield Transfer Eailway Company through the above reservation have since my last annual report been approved by the Presiand the company has paid the compensation agreed upon for such

dent,

right of

way through the common

or tribal lands as well as through

the patented tracts.
Devil s Lake Reservation, N. Dak. My last annual report alludes to
the fact that the Jamestown and Northern Railway Company has
never paid for its right of way through the above reservation.
full history of this case is printed in House Executive Document No. 31, Forty-eighth Congress, second session, and Senate Executive Document No. 16, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, to which
attention is invited. On a number of occasions this office has recommended that Congress ratify the agreement entered into between the
company and the Indians on July 28 7 1883; but no final action has yet
been taken.
1

A

Fond du Lac Reservation, Minn. The Duluth and Winnipeg Railway
Company has paid the amount agreed upon as tribal damages, $1,298.15,
for right of

way

of

its line

through the above reservation.

112

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

My

last annual report gave a brief hisBlackfeet Reservation, Mont.
tory of the extension of the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway the Great Northern Railway Line through the above reservaMention was also made of the fact that the map of deft nite location
tion.

presented by the company for approval represented an area of land for
station purposes greater than the limit fixed in the agreement with the
Indians, and that the company had been called upon in office letter of
July 1, 1891, for an explanation of the matter. The company was again
called upon in office letter of December 23, 1891, to file a new map of
definite location through the reservation conformable with the agreement with the Indians. Up to date the company has neglected to do
this.

The company tendered February 26, 1892, a draft for $2,629.75 in payment in full for timber taken from the Reservation in the construction
of the road.*

Crow Reservation, Mont. The history of the application for right of
way of the Big Horn Southern Railway through the Crow Reservation
On January 14, 1891, the
will be found in my last annual report.
agent forwarded the report of the proceedings of the council held by
him with the Indians, in which the latter agreed upon the rate of compensation to be paid the tribe for right of way through the tribal lands.
The maps of definite location were retained at the agency pending
the negotiations to be had with the individual occupants for right of
the individual tracts. Under date of July 19, 1892, the
agent for warded the report of the proceedings of a council held by
him on July 18, 1892, with the individual occupants of tracts through
which the right of way of the road passes, according to the maps of
definite location, for the purpose of negotiating with them individually
The Indians, one and
for right of way through their separate tracts.
a
which
to
name
at
would
consent
to the passage
refused
price
they
all,
of the road through their respective tracts, and refused to negotiate
with the company for the desired right of way. They insisted that
the road should run "along the hills" where it would not pass through
any occupied tracts and where it would do little or no damage.
There is now pending before Congress a bill (Senate bill 3317) to
extend the time two years from December 20, 1892, within which the
company may construct the road.
YaJcama Reservation, Wash. Congress has not yet taken the necessary action to ratify the agreement made with the Indians of the
Takama Reservation granting to the Northern Pacific Railroad the right
of way through that reservation. This office has on numerous occasions recommended that the agreement be ratified and that the Indians
be paid the amount agreed upon.
full report of all the correspond-

way though

A

*
October 18, 1892, the company, through Thos. R. Benton, Esq., laud attorney,
tendered a draft for $5,540 in payment for right of way and station grounds which
amount has been credited to the company.
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ence had and all action taken in this case up to that time will be found
printed in Senate Executive Document No. 45, Fiftieth Congress, first
number of bills have been introduced in Congress at
session.

A

any final definite action having as yet been
Senate bill No. 2292, for the ratification of the agreement,
was introduced in Congress at its last session and is still pending.
Puyallup Reservation, Wash. On April 1, 1892, Mr. Allen introduced
a bill (Senate bill 2821) to ratify and confirm an agreement between
the Puyallup Indians and the Northern Pacific Railroad Company for
right of way through the Puyallup Indian Reservation, which agreement was assented to and approved by said Indians November 23,
1876. This office is not aware that any action whatever was taken on
different times without

reached.

the biU.

Nez Perces Reservation, Idaho. Under date of August 21, 1891,
Agent Bobbins submitted his report of the council proceedings with
the Indians of the above reservation for right of way of the Spokane
and Palouse Railway through the same. He also submitted a list of
the names of individual Indians who sustained damages by reason of
said right of way, and stated that the company had paid all the individual claims for damages, amounting to $3,876.06, and had deposited
with him the amount agreed upon as tribal damages $1,414 for land
taken and $195 for the destruction of a log stable and some fruit trees
belonging to the agency. On January 29, 1892, this office instructed
Agent Robbins to notify the company that they could proceed with the
construction of the road. On April 25, 1892, Mr. Dubois introduced
in the Senate (Senate bill 2999) a bill extending the time for the completion of the road through the reservation. The bill was reported on
favorably by this office in

office letter

of

May

7,

1892,

and

is

still

pending.

CONDITIONS TO BE COMPLIED WITH BY RAILROAD COMPANIES.
In the construction of railways through Indian lands a systematic
compliance by companies with the conditions expressed in the right-ofway acts will prevent much unnecessary delay. Each company should
file

in this office

A

copy of its articles of incorporation, duly certified to by the
under its corporate seal.
proper
2. Maps representing the definite location of the line.
In the absence
of any special provisions with regard to the length of line to be represented upon the maps of definite location, they should be so prepared
1.

officers

as to represent sections of 25 miles each. If the line passes through
surveyed land, they should show its location accurately according to
the sectional subdivisions of the survey and if through unsurveyed
land, it should be carefully indicated with regard to its general direction
and the natural objects, farms, etc., along the route. Each of these
j

397

i

A

8
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maps should bear the affidavit of the chief engineer, setting forth that
the survey of the route of the company's road from to
a
distance of
miles (giving termini and distance), was made by him
,

(or under his direction), as chief engineer, under authority of the company, on or between certain dates (giving the same), and that such survey is accurately represented on the map. The affidavit of the chief
engineer must be signed by him officially, and verified by the certificates
of the president of the company, attested by its secretary under its
corporate seal, setting forth that the person signing the affidavit was
either the chief engineer or was employed for the purpose of making
such survey, which was done under the authority of the company.
Further, that the line of route so surveyed and represented by the map
was adopted by the company by resolution of its board of directors of
a certain date (giving the date) as the definite location of the line of
to
a distance of
road from
miles (giving termin
and distance), and that the map has been prepared to be filed for the
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, in order that the company may
obtain the benefits of the act of Congress approved
(giving
,

date).
3. Separate plats of ground desired for station purposes, in addition
to right of way, should be filed, and such grounds should not be represented upon the maps of definite location, but should be marked by

station numbers or otherwise, so that their exact location can be determined upon the maps. Plats of station grounds should bear the same
affidavits and certificates as maps of definite location.
All maps presented for approval should be drawn on tracing linen,
the scale not less than 2,000 feet to the inch, and should be filed in duplicate.

These requirements follow, as far as practicable, the published regulations governing the practice of the General Land Office with regard to
railways over the public lands and they are of course subject to modification

by any special provisions in a right-of-way

act.

DEPREDATION CLAIMS.
Only ten depredation claims have been filed in this office since my
annual report, which makes the total number now on file 7,995,
aggregating in amount $25,672,559.82. The papers in 2,029 of these
claims during the last fiscal year have been transmitted to the Court of
Claims, pursuant to the act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stats., 851). These
added to the number so transmitted in the preceding year, 763, make a
total of 2,792, which, added to the 1,454 claims which were submitted to
Congress for its consideration, pursuant to the act of March 3, 1885 (23
Stats., 376), leaves 3,749 claims in the files of this office and subject to
its "care and custody" and the further orders of the court, as provided
last

by the

On

act of

March

3,

1891.

the 30th day of June, 1892, as I

am

informed by the clerk of the
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Court of Claims, there had been tiled in that court 7,748 petitions or
claims on account of Indian depredations. The similarity in number
between the claims on file here and in the court would indicate that
about

all

of the claims

but when

known

to this office

had been transferred to the

noticed that the papers in but 2,792 have been
called for or transmitted thereto, it is apparent that most of the claims
court

;

filed in

it is

the court have never been on

file

in this office/and it indicates

number of claims which will be prosecuted under said
act will largely exceed the number previously filed here.
Judgments under that act have been rendered in 240 cases by the
court, the aggregate amount of which is $479,068.62, distributed
among the different tribes as shown in the following table:
that the total

TABLE

12.

Tribe.

Judgments rendered against Indian

tribes

on account of depredations.

'
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It is gratifying to know that deserving claimants are at last to be
reimbursed for the losses and damages which they have suffered, and

that these particular claims are to be paid without injustice to the Indians or in violation of their treaty rights. But inasmuch as the large
mass of such claims still remains to be acted upon, I deem it my duty
again to invite attention to the provision contained in the act of March
1891, which practically constitutes a lien
tribes which have or may have money for the

3,

That provision is as follows

on the funds of Indian

payment of such

claims.

:

That the amount of any judgment so rendered against any tribe of Indians shall
be charged against the tribe by which, or by members of which, the court shall find
that the depredation was committed, and shall be deducted and paid in the following manner: First, from annuities due said tribe from the United States second,
if no annuities are due or available, then from any other funds due said tribe from
the United States, arising from the sale of their lands or otherwise third, if no such
funds are due or available, then from any appropriation for the benefit of said tribes
;

;

other than appropriations for their current and necessary support, subsistence, anp
education and, fourth, if no such annuities, fund, or appropriation shall be due or
available, then the amount of the judgment shall be paid from the Treasury of the
United States Provided, That any amount so paid from the Treasury of the United
States shall remain a charge against such tribe, and shall be deducted from any
annuity, fund, or appropriation hereinbefore designated which may hereafter become
due from the United States to such tribe.
;

:

When the bill (fl. E. 6457) " to provide for the adjudication and payment of claims arising from Indian depredations," which substantially
became the law of March 3, 1891, was referred to this office for " consideration and report," I suggested, by letter of February 28, 1890, a
number of changes or amendments, among them one proposing that
Section vi be amended so as to provide that the amounts of the judgments
Shall be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, unthe judgment of the Secretary of the Interior, it should be deducted from
or permanent funds in the hands of the United States belonging to
annuities
any

less, in

said tribe or tribes

when

ascertained, in

which

latter event

an account shall be kept

against such tribe or tribes, and such payments shall be charged against them and
deducted from any funds which may become due them, as the Secretary of the
Interior in his discretion shall direct.

In support of my recommendation of this amendment, I quoted the
language of Commissioner Atkins and Secretary Vilas, March 24, 1888,
as follows

:

The annuity funds of all the Indian tribes, except the five civilized tribes and the
Osages, are such that if taken from them for the payment of any claim, however
just, would subject them to conditions of such dependence and want as would tend
to drive them to acts of hostility and crime, and thereby necessitate additional ap*
*
If the Indians have no funds or annuities,
propriations for their support.
or if they have such funds which will not, all things considered, bear the draft of
such payments as may be justly charged against them, I think the payments should
be made out of moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated and an account
be kept of such payments under the head of the tribes or bands committing the depredations, to the end that such payments may be charged against any funds that may
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them

may be

The bill became a law without this suggested provision, and when
it was again referred to this office for report, prior to its going to the
President for his approval, I again, March 3, 1891, invited attention to
the omission of any provision lodging a discretion in the Secretary of
the Interior as to the payment of these judgments out of the annuities
or other funds of the Indians,

While

I dislike

very much

and

I said

:

to interpose an objection to prevent the consummation
by this office, nevertheless the omission of the clause in

of legislation so long urged
question is a matter of serious importance, and I deem it my duty to call attention
to it in order that it may receive consideration as to whether it is not sufficient to
warrant withholding approval of the bill.

The act, unamended, was approved on the 3d day of March, 1891,
and is the law to-day. I venture to repeat in part my discussion of
this subject in

my last

annual report:

Under the operation of the law contained in this section (Section vi) it is apparent
that a lien is constituted upon all funds which now are or may hereafter become due
to any Indians on any account whatever for the payment of these claims, except so

much

as maybe necessary "for their current and necessary support, subsistence,
and education." By an examination of the tables herewith presented, showing the
date of origin and the amount of the claims on file in this office, it will be seen that
many of them originated at so remote a period that the present generation of Indians can not possibly have any knowledge of or personal responsibility for them.

thus occurs that a great hardship is liable to be imposed upon the present generais making, comparatively speaking, satisfactory progress in civilization) by punishing children for crimes committed by their ancestors, and imposing
upon them, in their advanced and advancing condition, a burden which was
created by their fathers while yet in a state of savagery. If the law is permitted to
remain as it is it will work great hardship and will be a matter of very considerable discouragement to the present, if not to future, generations. Many of the Indians belonging to the different tribes which are chargeable with depredations
It

tion (which

and struggling to become self-supporting, and the collection ol these
amounts will unduly punish them for sins of which personally they are not guilty.
It certainly will provoke in many cases a spirit of antagonism and restlessness
that would be very hurtful primarily to the Indians themselves, and might
seriously impair the peaceable relations between them and the Government, in
which event the unlimited expense of reducing them to a state of peace would be
greater than the p lyment of these claims outright from the United States Treasury.
When the different tribes which have entered into treaties and agreements with
the United States bargained that the moneys to become flue them by reason of such
treaties or agreements should be held in trust by the Government and be paid to
them in the manner and form set forth in such agreements or treaties, it was not
contemplated by them that it would at some subsequent period enact a law, in the
consideration of which they could have no part, which would practically confiscate
these various moneys and divert their payment into an altogether different channel
from that originally intended and agreed upon.
In view of this situation, I would respectfully recommend that the act be amended
so as to leave it discretionary with the Secretary of the Interior to determine as to
whether or not the financial condition of any tribe against whom judgment may be
obtained in the Court of Claims on account of depredations committed by members
are poor
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of that tribe will justify the deduction from tribal moneys of the funds necessary
for the payment of such judgments.

So earnestly do I feel upon this subject and so firmly do I believe
that this law should be amended in this respect that I am impelled to
again invite your attention to the subject in the hope that legislation
soon be secured on the lines indicated, whereby justice may be
done to meritorious claimants without injustice being at the same time
done to the various tribes of Indians whose peace, prosperity, and civilization is made a charge in law and good morals upon the Government of the United States. The moral aspects of the question aside,
as a matter of public policy alone such legislation should be had, for

may

the reason that the dissatisfaction of the Indians when they find their
funds so unexpectedly diverted to the payment of these claims will be
so great that turbulence is liable to ensue and destruction of property
and loss of life may follow; and the final cost of reestablishing peace
and good order will exceed, in all probability, the amount of the claims
whose payment is likely to produce such disturbance. This condition
appears more probable from the fact that, as shown by the tables submitted in my last annual report, the greater number of claims are charged
against those tribes which are the most impatient of restraint and least
likely to submit, without the exercise of force, to anything which may
have the appearance to them of oppression or bad faith upon the part
of the Government. That the deduction and payment of these claims,
upon a judgment rendered in a suit to which they have not been made a
party fully, and have not had the opportunity of fully asserting their
rights and pleading their defenses, would have that appearance to their
" untutored minds n no one.will
dispute, especially when it is considered
that the funds which are now in the hands of the United States belonging to them are by treaty expressly held "in trust" for their benefit, and are the proceeds of their concessions or relinquishnients of
lands for the benefit of the white people of the United States. Had it
been conceived by these Indians that the proceeds of their sales of lands
would be confiscated in this manner, I apprehend that Oklahoma
would not now exist as a Territory, and the Great Sioux Reservation
would still occupy a large part of the Dakotas.
It is true that the original act of Congress approved May 19, 179G
(1 Stat., 472), guaranteeing indemnification to sufferers by Indian depredations, made it lawful or permitted that the amounts of the same
should be paid from the "annual stipend" of such Indians; but in the
act of July 15,1870 (16 Stats., 360), the diversion of annuities and
other funds to the payment of claims of this character was prohibited,
and it was enacted that
no claims

for Indian depredations shall hereafter be paid until Congress shall

make

special appropriation therefor.

This was the law until the 3d day of March, 1891, and under it, and in
view of the protection it afforded to the funds of the Indians, treaties
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have been negotiated and lands acquired which could never have been
effected, in my opinion, had the law been otherwise, or as it now stands
in the statute. For the United States to thus provide that
no claims for Indian depredations shall hereafter be paid until Congress shall make
special appropriation therefor

and then incur a debt to the Indians and afterwards divert the money thus
due them to the payment of the claims of its own people without Indian
consent or even appraisal, would quite naturally appear to an uncivilized mind as a breach of good faith, which would justify hostility to
a Government so apparently perfidious.
In view of these considerations, I would again respectfully recom-

mend

that you urge upon the attention of Congress the necessity for
this law so as to divest it of its arbitrary and confiscatory
character, by vesting in the Secretary of the Interior such a proper

amending

was lodged in the President of the United States by the
act of May 19, 1796, and as is contained in the special legislation of

discretion as

28, 1892.
It also appears to me that the status of the Indians with respect to
their rights and privileges as litigants in these suits is not as well de-

July

and carefully protected in the law as it should be, if the recent
decision of the Court of Claims in the case of Lewis J. F. Jaeger vs.
The United States and The Yuma Tribe of Indians, be accepted as confined

In that case the Assistant Attorney -General, charged by the
clusive.
fourth section of said act with the defense of the interests of the United
States and the Indians in these cases, filed a suggestion as follows:
And now comes the Attorney-General, appearing specially on behalf of the defendant Indians for the purpose of this motion only, arid objects to the jurisdiction of the
court over the defendant Indians for the following reasons, to wit:
(1) No service of petition, summons, process, or notice of any kind in this action
has been made upon the defendant Indians, or upon any Indian or Indians, agent, or
representative of said tribe, band, or nation.
(2) Neither said defendant Indians nor any representative, attorney, or agent of
said tribe, band, or nation has appeared in said action, or consented to the adjudication thereof, or to the jurisdiction of said court, or has had any notice or knowledge

whatever of the pendency of these proceedings.

Subsequently he followed up the matter by

filing

two motions as

fol-

lows:
1. And now comes the Attorney-General, appearing on behalf of the United States,
and moves the court to cause a notice of the pendency of this action to be given to

the defendant Indians, as required by law.
2. And now comes the Attorney-General, appearing on behalf of the United States,
and moves the court that the further prosecution of this action be stayed, in order
that the Attorney-General may give notice of the pendency thereof to the defendant
Indians, as provided by law.

After elaborate argument of the questions at issue, the court overruled and dismissed said suggestion and motions, and in passing its
opinion upon the same held, inter aliaj as follows
By the terms of this statute (the act of March 3, 1891) the defendants placed them:

selves in the legal position of being responsible for the torts of the Indians.

*

*

*
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The defendants are the sovereign guardian of the Indians, protecting them in their
rights against the claims ami encroachments of the citizen, and it is to he presumed
that in any proceeding the effect of which is to impair or injure their rights the
defendants will he vigilant in the protection of every possible right which they may
have. *
If the Yuraa Indians have funds in the control and custody of the United States,
the United States have a perfect legal right to deal with it as they see fit, and the
reference of a question to this court affecting the integrity of that fund does not
confer upon the Indians the legal rights of a suitor.
The statute taken as a whole has some peculiar provisions as to the Indians; hut

V*

as the fourth section provides that the service of the petition shall he upon the Attorney-General, that he shall appear and defend the interests of the Government
and the Indians, and shall tile the proper papers on which to defend the interests of
both; that a failure upon his part to do so will not prevent the claimant from pro-

ceeding under such rules as may be- prescribed by the court. Considering that the
Indians are peculiar in their relations to the United States in not having incident to
them the common-law rights of suitors, that their standing in courts is purely
statutory and within the discretion of the United States, we are of opinion that
the Indians are not defendants in the proceedings in the sense of being distinct from
the United States entitled to notice, and therefore the first motion that notice be
served on the Indians is overruled.

This decision that the United States, as "the sovereign guardian of
the Indians/' have " placed themselves in the legal position of being
responsible for the torts of the Indians," while at the same time "if
the * * * Indians have funds in the control and custody of the
United States, the United States have a perfect legal right to deal with
as they see fit, and the reference of a question to this court affecting
the integrity of that fund does not confer upon the Indians the legal
rights of a suitor," leaves the Indian but small ground to stand upon
law under which
and defend his rights in the courts under this act.
a guardian, "responsible for the torts" of his ward, can appropriate
it

A

the funds of that ward to the payment of the damages due by such
tort without said ward being made a party to the transaction or having any
voice in the same presents a condition which calls for further legislation at the earliest opportunity. Under this act the Indians are made
the principal defendants in these cases, and in any event where identified are ultimately liable for the payment of the judgments, the United

States being only a guarantor, while under this decision it would seem
that, in the opinion of the court, they are not sufficiently involved as
to render service upon and defense by them necessary to the integrity
of these judicial proceedings.
of the Indians should not, in
rule at

but

if

acter,

common law

as to

The peculiar character

of the wardship

opinion, alter the application of the
and guardian in respect to these suits;

my

ward

does, then the law should be so

changed as to fit that charand the Indian given every right which is now enjoyed by the
'it

man necessary to the proper defense of his property interests.
Section 4 of said act provides that

white

It shall be the duty of the Attorney-General of the United States to appear and
defend the interests of the Government and of the Indians in the suit.
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the Indians

arid calculated to fully protect their rights; but it should be remembered that the interests of the Government and the Indians are identii.
e., only when
and
that
become
of
the
claim
the
they
antagonistic
validity
contesting
afterwards when each seeks to onerate the other with the payment of

cal only during the preliminary stages of the contest

the same.
It is manifest, therefore, that the duties imposed upon the AttorneyGeneral are incongruous, and practically impossible of performance
with justice to both parties. The Indian, not being " defendant in the
proceedings, in the sense of being distinct from the United States/' can
defend his rights only as subsidiary to those of the United States and
with their consent. He has no independent right under this construction of the statute to defend his interests in the litigation by counsel
of his own selection and by processes of his own choice under the rules
of the court, notwithstanding the provisions contained in said section

that

Any Indian or Indians interested in the proceedings may appear and defend by
attorney employed by such Indian or Indians with the approval of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, if he or they shall choose to do so.

Judgment may be taken by the claimants, with the consent of the
Attorney-General for the United States, and although the Indians may
have their special counsel employed under this provision, such counsel
can not by right interfere and contest the same, for the reason that his
client is not a party to the suit " in the sense of being distinct from the
United States." The effect of this law upon the relations existing between the United States and the Indians is very far-reaching and final
in respect to closing all inquiry in the future as to the existence, justice,
and legality of the claim, not only as between the Government and the
claimant, but as between the Government and the Indians, and it is
thus of the highest importance that the respective liability of the two
defendants should be determined upon the fullest and fairest adjudication possible to be devised. To secure this, I think it is essential at
the outset that the Indian should not be deprived of his "day in court"
by imposing upon him the service of an attorney who can not, however
willing and however able he may be, possibly do justice to his cause.
I doubt, however, the propriety of permitting each tribe of Indians
to enter into separate and specific contracts with attorneys to represent them in these cases, for a number of reasons. The principal reason,
and probably the only one necessary to be mentioned, is the expense
of such an arrangement and the fact that there is no money set apart
for such purposes except in the case of the Sioux Indians in South
Dakota and Nebraska, for whose benefit in this respect an appropriation was made in the act approved July 13, 1892, as follows
:

The Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to pay out of the common funds
belonging to any band or tribe of Indians residing in South Dakota and the band of
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Santee Sioux of Nebraska the sum of not to exceed one thousand dollars per year for
each tribe or baud hi accordance with the provisions of any contract made by said
tribes or bauds with any person for services as attorney of such tribe or band, said
contract to be first approved by the Secretary of the Interior.

A

better plan, it seems to me, would be an amendment to the law so
as to authorize the employment of an attorney or attorneys by the United
States, who should give their whole time to the one purpose of defend-

ing the Indians against these various claims. This method, I think,
would simplify the work and entail an expense quite insignificant as

compared with the probable cost of securing attorneys by contract.*
With these considerations in view, on March 22, last, I submitted the
draft of a proposed item to be inserted in the Indian appropriation
bill, providing for the employment by the United States of such attorney or attorneys, the item being as follows

:

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, authorized to expend not exceeding the sum of $10,000 from the balance on hand of the appropriation made
by act of Congress of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat., 1009), for the investigation of Indian depredation claims, in the employment of an attorney and such assistants as
may be needed, and in paying the necessary expenses in preparing defenses in behalf of Indians whose funds are sought to be charged for depredations.

The desired legislation was not secured, and I therefore again present
the subject, in the hop that some action may be had by Congress defining the rights of the Indians in these relations as clearly and satisfactorily as their liabilities have previously been declared in the act of

March

3,

1891.

OHEEOKEE FBEEDMEN, DELA WAKES, AND SHAWNEES.
Since the last annual report a supplemental schedule has been made of
9 Delaware and 44 Shawnee Indians who have been found entitled to
-

share in the per capita distribution of the $75,000 appropriated by the act
of October 19, 1888 (25 Stats., 608), out of the funds of the Cherokee Nation for distribution among its Freedmen, Delawares, and Shawnees.

The

cases of a number of claimants to share in that $75,000 on the
of
plea
being Cherokee Freedmen are now being considered by this
and
when the evidence has been fully examined a second supOffice,

plemental schedule of such Cherokee Freedmen as shall be found enfund will be made up and submitted for the
approval of the Department.

titled to participate in the

OHIPPEWA AND MUNSEE RESERVATIONS IN KANSAS.
In

annual report I gave at some length the status of the
and
Munsee Indians and their lands. I can not too strongly
Chippewa
and
renew
the recommendations therein made for legislation by
urge
Congress in their behalf, which were as follows

my last

:

In view of this condition of their affairs and the fact that under the general allotment act of February 8, 1887, they were made citizens of the United States, I respect*

For correspondence on this subject see appendix, page

197.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

123

fully recommend that Congress be asked to grant authority to issue patents in fee to
the allottees of the several tracts, or their assigns, and that such lands as are vacant
or abandoned, including their school and mission lands and the tract on which the

schoolhouse was located, be appraised and sold by the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, the net proceeds arising from the sale to be funded for the use and benefit of those members of said tribes born since the allotments were made ; or who
never received an allotment.

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEES IN NORTH CAROLINA.
As stated in my annual report for 1890, the title of the Eastern Cherokees to their lands in North Carolina has not proved sufficient to prevent encroachment thereon by white people, and suit has been instituted by the Government in order that a title in fee may be executed
in favor of the Indians. I am informally advised by the AttorneyGeneral, who has jurisdiction over the matter, that the suit is still pending in the United States court in North Carolina. Meantime, their
lands in Swain and Jackson counties have been sold by the county
commissioners for the payment of taxes due and unpaid upon their
lands in those counties.
In order to pay these taxes and other expenses and to redeem the
lands sold, authority was obtained from the President last February,
on the application of the Indian council, to sell the poplar, walnut, and
other timber on the " Cathcart tract," about whose title there was no
dispute, and proposals for bids for the timber thereon were invited to
be opened in June last. This, however, failed to accomplish the end
desired, and Congress was asked to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to pay these and future taxes out of the funds of the Indians now
in the Treasury of the Uuited States.
This was done by act of August
4, 1892, and steps will be taken at once to redeem the lands ^old.

ISABELLA RESERVATION, MICHIGAN.
This reservation has been without the superintendence of an Indian
agent for about four years. All, or nearly all, of the lauds were allotted several years ago under the provisions of the treaties of August
The latter treaty provided for the classi2, 1855, and October 18, 1864.
fication of these Indians into two classes.
Those having sufficient inand
education
to
telligence
prudently manage their business affairs
were classified as " competents," and those who were uneducated or un-

manage their affairs were classed
as "not so competent."
Prior to July, 1869, and during the years 1870, 1871, 1875, and 1883
numerous lists of selections of land were submitted to this office. Many
of them were approved and subsequently canceled, some of the allotqualified in other respects to prudently

ments having been canceled after the issue of patents

therefor.

The
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cancellations were principally on the ground of fraud or mistake, and
they have been a fruitful cause of trouble, both to the Department and
the Indians, because such cancellations by the Department prove to be
invalid and of no effect. As the allottees, have but recently learned
the fact, the difficulties arising from this cause may be said to be just
1

commencing
Another difficulty
.

arises from the attempt of the State of Michigan to
tax the lands allotted to the " not so competents." Patents to Indians of
this class contain a trust clause providing against their alienation in any
manner except by consent of the United States. In view of the Federal
question involved, the United States district attorney for Michigan has
been instructed to defend the allottees in certain cases which have

gone to the courts.
These Indians are few in number, are living in a well-settled and
civilized community, and are rapidly becoming merged into the general population of the State and losing their identity as Indians.

KOOTENAI INDIANS IN NORTHERN IDAHO.
The Kootenais of Northern Idaho, numbering about 225, have been
the subject of special attention by this office for the last year or two.
They were in a destitute condition. The whites looking to and engaging
in mining operations trespassed upon the lands claimed and occupied
by them, and

it

was feared that a

conflict

would follow resulting

in

both white people and Indians. At first it was deemed
best to endeavor to locate them upon lands in severalty in Idaho, under
the provisions of the general allotment act, and steps were taken in
that direction. But on July 14, 1891, Agent Rouan, of the Flathead
Agency, reported that they had requested permission to be allowed to
remove to and settle upon the Flathead Reservation in Montana, alleging that it was hopeless for them peaceably to retain the lands where
they then resided, and that the Kootenais at Flathead had extended
loss of life to

to

them a cordial invitation to share their reservation lands.
The matter was submitted to the Department August 27,

on October

1891, and
1891, the Secretary authorized that instructions be
Ronan to use every proper means to induce the uonreser-

17,

given Agent
vation Kootenais to remove to and settle upon the Flathead Reservation; also, that should they remove, $5,000 of the funds for the relief
of destitute Indians be applied to the purpose of supplying them with
food and other necessaries of

lite.

Accordingly, Agent Ronan held a council with them for the purpose
of determining the time and manner of their removal. Owing to the
cold weather then prevailing April 14, 1892, was fixed as the date on
which to undertake the journey.
On the 19th of May last the agent reported that a portion of them
had been removed to the Flathead Reservation; that some, claiming to
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be Canadian Indians, had moved across the international boundary line
into

Canada; and that eight

families

who had improved and

cultivated

and have the same

allotted to

certain lands desired to remain there

them, which will be done. The disposition of the Kootenais may, therefore, be considered settled.

THE NEW YOKK INDIANS.
Only two matters of special interest relating to the New York Indians
have occurred during the year.
They have a claim against the United States, arising out of the provisions of the treaty of January 15, 1838 (7 Stats., 550), for the value of
1,824,000 acres of laud in Kansas, lands of which they never became
seized as promised by said treaty, and which were subsequently sold or
otherwise dispo sed of by the United States. With the credits and offsets
the claim amounts to $1,048,295.92. It has been presented to the Court
of Claims for a finding of facts upon which to go to Congress for payment,
and I am unofficially informed that that court has found the facts to be
as claimed by the Indians, and that the account under the treaty aforesaid (without deciding that the United States are or are not responsible
for any portion thereof) shows a balance in fiivor of the Indians of
$1,971,295.92. The matter is now before Congress for its action.
For awhile the Seneca Nation of Indians located on the Allegany
Keservatiou were much exercised over the provision of House bill No.
4850, introduced in the last session of Congress, relative to the leasing
Said bill provided for the
of lands within the Allegauy Reservation.

renewal, for ninety-nine years, of leases authorized by the act approved
September 30, 1890. To the ninety-nine years renewal feature the In7

dians strenuously objected; but April 25, 1892, Agent Ferrin reported
that the difference between the whites and the Indians, as to the period
of renewal, had been adjusted to the mutual satisfaction of both parties.

THE NAVAJO SITUATION.
The relations between the Navajo Indians of New Mexico and Arizona and their white neighbors have been much strained for some time.
The Navajos, on account of a lack of water and grass upon their reservation, have been forced to go beyond its boundaries to sustain their
flocks

and herds.

A few have
title to

their

settled upon the public domain with a view of securing
homes under existing land laws. Whites have sought

the use of the public lauds in the vicinity of the reservation mainly
for grazing purposes, and the interests of the two races have thus conflicted.

have occurred between them, resulting now and
both to Indians and whites.
has endeavored to maintain peace and harmony among the

Difficulties

then in the loss of

The

office

life

.
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Indians and whites, and to return the nonreservation Navajos to their
reservation; but the want of a water supply and grazing facilities
thereon have hindered their return thither.
On July 30, 1892, I made to the Department the following recom-

mendations pertaining to the Navajo Eeservation, and suggested that
the President be requested to give the necessary instructions to carry
the same into effect:
First.

That the Navajo Reservation be divided under the direction of the general

commanding the Department of Arizona, into as many districts as he may in his
judgment deem expedient, for the purpose of making a survey and contour map
thereof, with a view to establishing a system of irrigation and developing a water
supply thereon, sufficient for the needs of all the Navajos, together with their flocks

and herds.
Second. That as
said

commanding

many

officers of

proper rank, the number to be designated by the
Army, and one assigned to each of

general, be detailed from the

such districts, to make a preliminary topographical survey thereof, and to prepare
from the results of such survey a contour or topographical map, all upon the same
scale and of similar character, so that a proper and correct map can be made of that
large reservation.
Third. That the survey be made also with a view to establishing and maintaining
a system of irrigation and developing a stock water supply sufficient for the Navajo

and that the irrigating ditches, or corrals, dams,
and the lands to be irrigated therefrom, be indicated on the proposed maps, together with the available and suitable
places for artesian wells, bore wells to be worked by windmills, points in canyons or
mountains where storage reservoirs may be constructed, or where springs or other
Indians

in all,

some 16,000 or 18,000

laterals, etc., necessary for irrigation purposes,

sources of water supply may be developed.
Fourth. That an estimate of the cost of constructing the proposed ditches, dams,
flumes, etc., necessary for irrigation purposes, be submitted in detail;
that an estimate of the annual cost of maintaining and repairing the same be also
submitted; and that the estimate of the cost of each artesian well, bore well, storage
reservoir, etc., including machinery and appliances be also submitted.
Fifth. That a full and complete report be made upon the question of the feasibility
of constructing and maintaining a proper system of irrigation upon the Navajo Reservation, and of providing a suitable supply of water to meet the Avants of all the
laterals,

now there and of those to be removed thither, the report to contain also
any other information or plans necessary to put into successful operation the system
Navajos

proposed.

These investigations and estimates are desired by this office in order
that the whole Navajo matter, with full information and data, may be
presented to Congress at its next session, with request for the appropriations necessary to put into execution the system of irrigation and
water supply indicated.
If this plan can be carried out, I am of opinion that
aid in the solution of this vexed question.

NOKTHEKN CHEYENNES
is

IN

it

will materially

MONTANA.

The condition of affairs among the Northern Cheyennes in Montana
somewhat disturbed owing to the encroachments by white settlers

upon their reservation, and also upon certain nonreservation lands long
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claimed and occupied by a certain portion of the tribe. On February
submitted to the Department a full report as to the
6, last, this office
unsettled condition of affairs there, and recommended that Congress
should be strongly urged to enact such legislation as would put the
Indians in complete possession of their entire reservation, authorizing
the purchase of the lands of those settlers who had acquired rights
thereon prior to the setting of the same aside for the Indians by executive order dated October 1, 1884, and the removal of all other white
settlers therefrom, and the change of its eastern boundary line so as
to enlarge the reservation.
The draft of a bill for this

purpose which accompanied the report is
Should it become a law I hope its execution will lead to peace and harmony among the Indians and give

now pending

before the Senate.

justice to all parties concerned.

AND EOSEBUD BOUNDARY AND SETTLEMENT OF LOWEE BEULfiS ON EOSEBUD EESEEVE.

PINE EIDGE

clause in the Indian appropriation act, approved March 3, 1891
(26 Stats., pp. 1009, 1010), provision was made as follows in regard to
the boundary line between the Pine Eidge and Eosebud reservations

By a

and the removal of Lower
For

this sum, or so

much

Brule'

thereof as

Sioux to Eosebud

may

:

be necessary to enable the Secretary of

by negotiation, to adjust all differences between the Indians on the
Pine Ridge and Rosebud reservations, in South Dakota, in reference to the boundary
lines of said reservations, their rations, annuities, and interest in the principal and
interest of the permanent fund, and to make such an arrangement with the Indians
drawing rations on the Rosebud Reservation as will be satisfactory to them, by which
those of the Lower Brul6 Indians who desire to do so may take lands in severalty
upon the Rosebud Reservation south of the White River, six thousand dollars.
the Interior,

Although the commissioners appointed by you to conduct the proposed negotiations did not settle the boundary dispute between the
Pine Eidge and Eosebud Indians, they paved the way for a satisfactory adjustment of the matter and a final settlement of the controversy was reached through councils held between representative delegations from the two agencies at the Pine Eidge Agency, in February
last, under the direct supervision of Special Agent Cooper and Agents
;

Brown and Wright.
The agreement leaves the boundary line at Black Pipe Creek, as defined by the Sioux act of March 2, 1889 (25 Stats., 888), and provides
that all of the Eosebud Indians residing west of that line, who elect
so to do, may be transferred to Pine Eidge and become incorporated
with the Indians of that agency. The list of Indians to be transferred
could not well be made until the annual census was taken. As soon
as the transfers are made, the Pine Eidge and Eosebud Indians will
receive a per capita payment from the $3,000,000 Sioux fund, such as
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has already been made to the Standing Bock, Cheyenne Eiver, Crow
Creek, and Santee Indians. The boundary dispute has prevented an
earlier

payment.
In March last the Indians of the Eosebud Agency made a formal
proposition, agreeing to allow such Lower Brule Indians as desired to do
so to settle and take lands in severalty upon the Eosebud Eeservation
as contemplated in the act above quoted, the Lower Brules so transferred to cede and relinquish to the Eosebud Indians all their right,
This propotitle, and interest in and to the Lower Brule Eeservation.
sition was submitted to the Lower Brule Indians with the understanding that it must receive the consent of three-fourths of the male adult
Indians occupying or interested in the Lower Brule Eeservation in order
to make it binding upon the tribe. It failed to secure a three-fourths
vote, and consequently was rendered null and void, and all parties interested were so notified. The failure was due mainly to the condition
imposed that the Lower Bruits who desired transfer should cede their
share of the Lower Brule Eeservation to the Eosebud Indians.
Eecently, Agent Wright, of the Eosebud Agency, reported that the
leading Indians of his agency were now in favor of allowing the Lower
Brules to settle upon their reservation without any such u land consideration," provided three-fourths of their people (the Eosebud Indians)
agree to it. Agent Wright has been directed to obtain, if practicable,

the formal consent of the Eosebud Indians to such arrangement, and it
is to be hoped that this matter may be finally settled at an early date.*

SIOUX DEPEEDATION CLAIMS.
the act of March

3, 1891 (26 Stats., 1002), Congress appropriated
of friendly Sioux and of other legal residents
losses
pay
the Sioux Eeservation for property destroyed of appropriated by

By

$100,000 to

on

The claims
presented numbered 745. They were carefully examined by Special
Agent James H. Cooper, who paid out in settlement thereof $97,646.85.
The aggregate sums stated by the Indians as representing their losses
greatly exceeded the appropriation.
disaffected Indians during the Sioux troubles in 1891.

UPPEE AND MIDDLE BANDS OF SPOKANES.
Congress, by act of July 13, 1892 (Public, No. 119), accepted, ratified,
and confirmed the agreement concluded with the Upper and Middle
Bands of Spokane Indians March 18, 1887, and for the purpose of car-

rying

it

into effect appropriated the

ment of the consideration
*

sum

of $30,000 as the first install-

($95,000) mentioned in said agreement.

Since the date of this report tlie Eosebud Indians have refused to receive the
Bride's, and the Indians have been in formed that that action is considered

Lo\vi
final
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Montgomery Hardman, of Spokane, Washington, has been appointed
remove these Indians to the Cceur d'Alene Reservation

special agent to
in

Idaho, as provided in the agreement.
at an early day.

Instructions will be given

him

SHEBITS IN UTAH.
The

March

1891 (26 Stats., 989), appropriated $10,000 for the
of
the Shebits tribe of Indians in Washington
temporary support
and
to
enable them to become self supporting, etc.
County, Utah,
These Indians, about 200 in number, have been removed to and located
act of

3,

upon lands selected for them along Santa Clara River between the settlements of Santa Clara and Gruulocktown, in Washington County,
Utah.
Certain improvements located upon this tract were purchased for
them, and they have received some instruction in the pursuit of agriculture and given a start toward self-support.
general description of the entire tract of country intended for
allotment to them has been filed with the register and receiver of the
proper local land office, and the attention of the local land officers lias
been invited to the circular issued by the Department May 31, 1884,
relating to lands occupied by Indian inhabitants.
When the public survey comes to be extended over these lands they
will be allotted to the Indians under the general allotment act.
Arrangements have been made for giving them a day school.

A

SAC AND FOX INDIANS IN IOWA.
By

the 8th section of the act of Congress ratifying the agreement

made with the Sac and Fox Indians

in Indian Territory, approved
February 13, 1891 (26 Stats., 749), the sum of $100,000 was appropriated to be paid to the Sac and Fox Indians in Iowa, per capita, or in

such manner as said Indians should direct, etc.
Out of this appropriation, upon the written request of these Indians,
$10,285 has been expended during the past year in the purchase of a
tract containing 187 acres, known as the John Fife farm, located in
Tama County, Iowa, south of the Iowa River, being section 31, township
83 north, range 15 west. This tract gives these Indians an outlet from
their present holdings to the public road. They have also purchased
out of the same appropriation two other tracts of land in Tama County,
located in sections 4, 5, and 8, township 82 north, range 15 west. For
one tract containing 280 acres, known as the u Bedford tract," they
paid $9,800; for the other tract containing 240 acres, known as the
"Close tract," they paid $7,680.
8397

I

A

9
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INDIAN FINANCES.
The following table shows all moneys appropriated by Congress for
the Indian service for the fiscal years 1885 to 1893. These amounts,
except the appropriations for 1893, are taken from the Digests of Appropriations published for those years, respectively, by the Treasury
Department:
TABLE

13.

Appropriations made by Congress for the Indian service for the fiscal years
1885 to 1893.

1885-'89.
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of Indian tribes (treaty obligations),"
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be noticed that the amount

appropriated for the fiscal year 1885 is $2,680,160.04. and for the fiscal
year 1893, $3,141,889.77. This increase for 1893 of $460,000 is to be

accounted for by several agreements made with Indians in the last few
years, which provide for an annual payment of certain sums for a certain number of years. The appropriation of $3,141,889.77 includes the
following sums appropriated on account of agreements negotiated since
1885:

Agreement with
Cceur d'Ale'ne Indians
Fort Hall Indians
Indians at Blackfeet Agency
Indians at Fort Belknap Agency
Indians at Fort Peck Agency
Indians at Fort Berthold Agency

$11, 500
6,

115, 000

80,

000
000

3,

600

165,

lowas in Oklahoma
Sioux (schools)
Sisseton and

000

150, 000

150, 000

Wahpeton

55,

Chippewas in Minnesota

90,

Total

200
000

826,300

Funds appropriated under the head

of "Miscellaneous support" are
for Indians who have no treaty or agreement funds, or whose funds
under treaty or agreement are insufficient. The amount appropriated

under this head was $1,282,978.81; for the fiscal year 1893 it is
$685,500, or a decrease of nearly 50 per cent. Of the above $685,500,
the sum of $390,000 is given for the support of the Indians at the Cheyin 1885

enne and Arapaho, Kiowa, San Carlos, Jicarilla, and Mescalero Apache
agencies, and the balance is divided among the Indians of thirty agen.
cies scattered over the whole of the United States.
For "general and miscellaneous expenses of the Indian service,"
$925,484.79 were appropriated for 1885, and $1,350,647.53 for 1893, The
above sum of $1,350,647.53 includes $263,000 which is reimbursable
from the sale hereafter of lands belonging to Indians, and is made up
of the following items

:

Aiding Indian allottees
Allotments under act of February 8, 1887
Relief of Chippewas in Minnesota
Sale and allotment of Umatilla Reservation
Total

It also includes the following

$15, 000
40, 000
200, 000
8,

000

263,000

sums

:

Pay of farmers
$75, 000
Negotiating with Indians for cessions of lands to be restored to the
public domain
31, 500
Increase in appropriation for police over 1885
64, 600
171, 100

=

434,600
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None

of the items making
priations made for 1885.

up

this $434,600 are included in appro-

For the support of schools, the amount appropriated in 1885 was
and for the fiscal year 1893 it is $2,312,385, an increase of
increase from year to year in the
$1,319,185. The table shows a steady
appropriations for education. I only regret that so slight an increase
$993,200,

was gran ted by Congress
for the

for the fiscal year 1893 over the

preceding year.

The agregate is as

follows

:

Total appropriations for the fiscal year 1885
Total appropriations for the fiscal year 1893

$6, 198, 719.
8, 352,

Excess of appropriation of 1893 over 1885

is

amount given

67

916. 24

2, 154, 196.

But it should be considered that the above increase
more than accounted for by the following items

57

of $2,154,196.57

:

$1, 319, 185. 66

Increase in school appropriations
New agreements ratified since 1885

826, 300. 00

Payment of depredation claims

478, 252. 62

Reimbursable items from sales of lands

263,000.00

Total

,

2,886,738.28

In addition to amounts annually appropriated for the Indian service,
the Government holds in trust funds belonging to various. Indian tribes,
and the annual interest accruing therefrom is paid over to those tribes,
or

is expended for their benefit.
The interest on the principal of the trust funds belonging

to the

Five

Civilized Tribes is placed semiannually with the United States assistant treasurer at St. Louis, Mo., to the credit of the treasurer of each

nation, respectively, and its expenditure is entirely under the control
of the nation and its council.

The

tribes possessing trust funds

and the amounts thereof are as

lows:

TABLE

14.

Trust Funds of Five Civilized Tribes.

Tribes.

fol-
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TABLE

15.

Trust funds of tribes other than Five Civilized Tribes.

Tribes.
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quent conference with you, you expressed the desire that I would "adThere was thus
minister the office on strictly business principles."
laid upon me a duty of the highest possible character. The Indian
Office has been in a constant state of flux, owing to frequent changes

and short terms of the commissioners.

Since 1832, a period of sixty

years, there have been twenty-five commissioners, with an average
term of service of less than two and one-half years. It is simply impossible that a great

bureau like this should be most

efficiently

managed

A

commissioner
with such frequent changes in its controlling officer.
in
and
a
half
two
learn
his
duties
than
little
more
can
years.
For many years the office was under the ban of public opinion, and
there was a widespread conviction that it was dominated by false ideas
and was not managed on business principles nor in such a way as to
satisfy a high public sentiment, an opinion which was not wholly without foundation. One of our most distinguished public men said to me
that while he was a member of Congress, whenever he had any constituents clamoring for office for whom he could make provision nowhere
He added, howelse he always unloaded them on the Indian Office.
ever, that he had afterwards come to feel how utterly indefensible such
a procedure was. It is no uncommon thing to have men urged upon
me for positions who are utterly incompetent and whose only claim for
consideration is their own personal necessities or the political services
they have rendered. The opportunities and temptations for fraud and
dishonesty have necessarily been many, and they have not all gone unimproved. Undoubtedly persons have attempted to find employment
in the service from low or bad motives, and many have failed to comprehend the responsibility resting upon them to perform efficient, honest, and faithful work.
From my three years' experience, however, I am fully convinced that
the popular opinion regarding the demerits of the Indian service is
greatly exaggerated. I have found very many persons who were actuated by the highest motives and who were possessed of large capacity,
and who have devoted themselves with great fidelity to the performance

have striven very earnestly and have done everything in
improve the service and to fulfill the trust committed to
me by you and the President, and I do not think that I arrogate anything to myself when I say that I have been in a large degree successI think it
ful, so far as I have had authority and the power to work.
can be confidently asserted without fear of contradiction that the Indian
service is to-day, on the whole, a very upright one, and that there is
little in it which is open to serious criticism.
I have not been entirely satisfied, however, with the results thus far
attained. I have met with unexpected obstacles and difficulties, some
of which have paralyzed my most earnest efforts others have hindered
the accomplishment of my purposes, and others have made it very trying even to make an attempt at reform or improvement. Many times
of duty.

I

my power

to

;
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I have been so utterly disheartened as to feel tempted to abandon the
work, and am free to say that I have continued to discharge the duties

devolved upon me, under the limitations, restrictions, criticisms, and
disappointments which I have encountered, only from a stern sense of
duty. The attractions of the office are few, its labors heavy, its limitations very great, and I do not think any man would continue in it for
any considerable length of time and really endeavor to discharge the
duties conscientiously in accordance with a fcigh standard who was not
impelled thereto by a devotion to duty and an earnest desire to fulfill,
to the best of his ability, the solemn trust imposed upon him.
There is, perhaps, no bureau in the Government that has a larger
number of business questions to deal with questions of land, of law,
of finance, of interpretation of treaties, the maintaining of an extensive
school system, etc. It exercises supervision over 250,000 people widely
scattered over a vast region of country. There are more than three
hundred separate appropriations on its books, and it disburses enorof money. The office in Washington is so well organized
that no breath of suspicion ought to attach to the integrity of its methods, and its books and proceedings are always open to anyone who has

mous sums

the right to inquire into

its

work.

INCREASE IN WOEK OF THE INDIAN BUEEAU.
The work of this office increases both in quantity and in perplexity
The quantity is exhibited by the following facts
From July 1, 1885, to June 30, 1888, the letters received numbered
101,992, while from July 1, 1889, to June 30, 1892, the number of letters
received amounted to 130,475, an increase of 28,483 or nearly 28 per
of details.

:

cent.

From July
office

was

1, 1885, to
67,151, while

was

June

30, 1888, the

from July

number of letters sent by the

1889, to June 30, 1892, tli,e number
Many of these letters it should be

1,

91,705, an increase of 24,554.
said are voluminous documents, requiring great research and care in
their preparation, and the mere figures fail to represent adequately the

increase in the work.

There are several reasons for this increase. One is the rapid and
enormous development of the educational system. The appropriation
from the public treasury for this purpose for the fiscal year just closed
is nearly a million dollars greater than it was three years ago.
This has
thrown upon the office a vast increase of business. The planning and
erecting of schoolhouses, the appointment of teachers, the keeping of
records, and the proper administration of this extensive school system,
carried on as it is ftnder such perplexing difficulties, involves an amount
of labor that few people have any conception of except those actually
engaged in it.

An

approximate idea of the increase of work

in the educational divi-

13G
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shown by the .fact that the number of pages of letters sent out by
that division for the three years 1886, 1887, and 1888, was 13,059, while
the number sent out by the same division for the three years ending
June 30, 1892, amounted to 23,050, almost double.
Another reason for the increase of business is the breaking up of ression is

ervations and the allotment of lands. During the past three years more
than 24,000,000 acres of Indian lands have been restored to the public

domain, and the amount of

office

tions for commissions, examining

work involved

in preparing instruc-

their accounts,

and reporting upon

their labors, as well as in allotting lands, has been very great. During
the first three years of the last administration 4,125 individual allot-

ments of lands were made to Indians, while during the three years of
the present administration 12,273 allotments have been made, or nearly
three times as many. This work involves the closest attention to details in order that each Indian may receive a patent for the exact piece
of land to which he

is entitled.

ADDITIONAL CLERICAL FORCE NEEDED.
There are other reasons for this increase of business which I need not
enumerate. The fact is that the work thrown upon this office at present is greater than it can properly attend to. The time of the Commissioner is unavoidably largely taken up with personal interviews with
people who call to see him on business and with the consideration of a
multitude of things that completely engross his time, thought, and energies to such an extent that he can not give to the details of the work
of the office that careful attention which is in a high degree necessary.
Under the present law the Assistant Commissioner performs the duties
of a chief clerk. Aside from such work his duties are so numerous and
exhausting that he should be relieved entirely of this extra work which
now practically devolves upon both him and the Commissioner. The
office needs and ought to have a chief clerk who can attend to all this
work, thus not only relieving the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner, which, perhaps, is a minor matter, but also, which is
the main thing, facilitating the work of the office and insuring greater

I>art of the

accuracy, thoroughness, and efficiency.
There is also needed an addition to the force of clerks. Some of
those who are now here are simply overwhelmed with work, and are
not only suffering from it but are in danger of permanent disability by

reason of the anxiety and burden of their duties.
I asked, and you cordially approved
it, that the last Congress should
allow this office a chief clerk, and also an additional clerk, and I was
strongly in hopes that this reasonable and urgent request might be
granted. I was greatly disappointed, therefore, whe not only was the
request denied, and both the chief clerk and additional clerk withheld,
but Congress took away from the office four clerks whom it already had,
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so that the office is
it

would have

now

six clerks short of the force

which

I
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had hoped

for the

ensuing year.
ask your attention to this matter, as it is one which involves the efficiency of the service in the Indian Office, and I feel very
sure, if the facts as I have here stated them, corroborated and enforced by many other facts which I could adduce, were fully understood
by Congress, they would not withhold from the office the clerical force
absolutely necessary for the proper performance of the duties devolvI earnestly

ing upon

it.

CRITICISMS

ON THE INDIAN BUEEAU.

It is only fair to the office to ask your attention to the fact that notwithstanding the vast number of cases, many of them matters of the
gravest importance, which have been acted upon by this office during
the last three years, it has been a rare circumstance indeed when any
valid objection or just criticism has been passed upon its action. Most
of the business which has been transacted here has passed unchallenged.
Some of the ablest clerks in the office, experts in their various positions, have been there from twelve to twenty years, and if called upon
would testify that there has been no violent breaking with the past,
but a careful regard for law and regulation and a faithful observance
of precedent, except where deviation has been necessitated by new
conditions. But meanwhile the office has been aggressive. The amount
of business transacted has been largely increased, great progress has
been made in many vital directions, and it is safe to say that its efficient
activity was never greater than to-day.
That imperfections and abuses should grow up in a great Bureau like
this, having to do its work through 3,000 employes so widely scattered,
is not to be wondered at.
It is worthy of remark, however, that the
criticisms most frequently point to abuses that occurred many years
ago, to evils that are incident to the very anomalous condition of things,
or to circumstances over which the Office has no control.
The most earnest efforts have been put forth to elevate the personnel
of the service, to renovate and improve the school system, and to institute reforms of every practicable character.
The Commissioner of
Indian Affairs has absolutely nothing to do with the appointment of
Indian agents, but has not hesitated to ask for the removal of those
who have shown themselves unworthy or incompetent for their work.
One of the greatest reforms ever introduced into the Indian service
was in extending the rules of the civil service over a large portion of
it, on his recommendation.
Any Commissioner who tries to administer this office honestly and
fearlessly in the interest of the Indians; who attempts to maintain a
fair state of discipline

among

3,000

employe's;

to insist that agents

shall discharge their duties faithfully; that evil-doers shall be punished and the weak and innocent shall be protected; that inconipe-
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unfaithful agents and employes shall be discharged that spoilsshall not corrupt the service; that the land-grabber shall loose his
clutches on Indian lands; that cattlemen shall not fatten their herds on

teiit or

;

men

Indian grass; that traders shall deal honestly; that contractors shall
their contracts; that public moneys shall not be misappropriated;
that attorneys shall not despoil the Indians; that gamblers shall not
rob them nor whisky sellers debauch them; that they shall not be lured
to vagabondage by "wild west" shows; who insists that the Government shall be just and keep its faith, and shall build schoolhouses to
educate all Indian children Avho tries to defeat the schemes of powerful lobbyists urging hurtful legislation; who demands that the adult
Indians shall keep their agreements, give up their savagery, send their
children to school, and go to work to earn an honest living the Commissioner who insists on progress and improvement, will be reminded
very frequently of the Utopian nature of his ideas. He will stir up opposition on every side. Criticisim and abuse are the inevitable results
of an honest endeavor to rightly administer the business of the Indian
I believe it can be done, however, if a man is willing to pay the
Office.
The work of the present administration ought to make the next
price.
administration easier.
tultill

;

When my attention was first directed to the average length of term
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (two and one-half years), I wondered at

its brevity after a service of three years and two months and
an experience of what is involved, I wonder that the average term of
service has been so long.
One very encouraging fact in my experience is that I have had the
cordial support of the great religious weeklies, of most of the powerful seculiar dailies of all shades of political opinions, and of hosts of
men and women, whose good opinion I value more* than gold. This,
together with a consciousness of an honest effort to render a helpful
service to an abused people, has been a great solace to me amid the
cares and criticism incident to my work.
I have taken a great deal of pains to investigate any and all com;

plaints and criticisms coming to my knowledge in regard to the treatment of the Indians. In some cases such criticisms and complaints

proved to be entirely without foundation, and in others they were
found to be based either upon a misapprehension of the facts tir of the
law in the case.

Undoubtedly there have been cases in which there has been a tardiness on the part of the Government in fulfilling its obligations, as well
as faults of administration, through which the Indians have suffered
loss or inconvenience and disappointment.
In very many cases, however, the Indians themselves have misunderstood their relations, misinterpreted their rights, and have often themselves been grossly to
for a failure to perform their part of the stipulated agreement.

blame
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So far as possible I have insisted upon the literal fulfillment of all
the obligations of the Government to its wards, and during the past
three years a number of important agreements which had been long
pending have been ratified by Congress, and their conditions have
either been complied with or are in process of fulfillment.

So

far as I

know, there is now no matter of any great consequence pending which
the Indians have a right to complain of as a failure on the part of the

Government

to

fulfill its

obligations.

In the purchase of subsistence and other supplies I have personally
taken great care to see to it that only articles of merit were bought,
and a great improvement in the quality of the dry goods, hardware,
and agricultural implements especially has resulted. I believe it is
now generally conceded by all of those cognizant of the facts that the
Indian Department aims to buy only articles of excellent merit and at
a reasonable price. Very critical oversight is extended to the delivery
of these goods, so that the Indians to whom they properly belong shall
receive the full quantity and quality of supplies to which they are enThere has been during the past year very little complaint in this
titled.
particular.

CONCLUSION.
From this brief summary of the work of the office for the year it will
be seen that every branch of the work has received due attention that
the forces at the control of the Commissioner have been used to the
utmost to secure the highest possible degree of efficiency that very
considerable progress has been made in many directions, and that the
present state of Indian administration is, on the whole, encouraging,
and hopeful.
At the same time I am constrained to point out what seem to me
dangers connected with the present situation among the Indians, which
very properly may be denominated "the Indian crisis:"
First. There is danger that citizenship will be thrust upon the Indians before they are prepared for it, and that they will thus become
the prey of evil forces which are now held in check but will then be let
loose upon them.
Second. There is danger that the scheme of education which has
grown up in the past and has been moulded and brought into shape,
energized, and greatly enlarged within the last three years, may be
checked in its beneficent work.
Third. There is danger that the efforts to purify the Indian service,
;

;

out of politics, and place it upon the firm basis of justice and of
business methods, will be thwarted by those who are interested in
keeping to the old system and of using the Indian service for personal,

lift it

and other mercenary ends.
Fourth. There is danger that the Christian people of this country in
the present transition stage of the work, will fail to appreciate the hn-

political
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portance of distinctively missionary work for tliese people by virtue of
which they may be weaned from their superstitions and gross errors
and be led to the practical acceptance of those fundamental truths
which all thoughtful Christian men regard as essential to their welfare.
Therefore it behooves the friends of the Indians to consider with
great care the Indian question as it presents itself to-day, with the
view of correcting whatever detects there may be in the existing system, and then of maintaining the system and carrying into successful
execution the present policy of the Government.
In reviewing the past three years and looking forward to the future,

venture to suggest the following as my mature conclusions
First. The present policy of dealing with the Indians, which is all
summed up in the one word citizenship, should be accepted as final,
and should be carried into execution as rapidly as practicable. The one
great thought which should dominate Indian administration is that the
end is in sight, and that everything reasonable should be done to
hasten the winding up of the affairs of the Indian Bureau. It ought
not, under wise management, to take many years to complete this work
Second. Whoever is chosen as Commissioner of Indian Affairs should
be selected with particular reference to his administrative qualities
his ability, and his willingness to assume the responsibilities of the
position, with a single eye to the accomplishment of the above result
He should have a salary equal to that paid to other bureau officers in
the Interior Department; should have larger discretion in the disI

:

charge of his duties and greater authority in the selection of agents,
appointments of commissions, and other matters that pertain so largely
to the efficiency of his administration.
He should, furthermore, have
a sufficient force of clerks to enable him to transact the business with

promptness and thoroughness.
Third. It should be understood, proclaimed, and acted upon that
hereafter the sole test for appointment and continuance in service of
any employe shall be that of fitness. No man should be selected for
any position who is not competent to discharge its duties; no one
should be continued in the service who has proven himself unfit, and
no one should be dismissed so long as he is fully competent for the discharge of his duties.

Very

respectfully,

T. J.

MORGAN,
Commissioner.
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LETTER TO SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR IN REGARD TO EDUCATIONAL DIFFICULTIES AMONG THE EASTERN CHEROKEES.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
Washington, November 3, 1892.
Relative to the school lands and property formerly occupied by the Society of Friends in western North Carolina, about which there is now some
controversy touching the right of Mr. H. W. Spray to the possession of the
same, I have the honor to state that, as shown by the accompanying plat, two
tracts of land are involved, which are more fully described as follows
(1) By the Indian appropriation act of July 4, 1884, Congress appropriated
$4,000 for the erection of a boarding house, the purchase of tools and agricultural implements, and other necessary articles to establish an industrial train' ng
school among the Eastern Band of Cherokees in North Carolina. (23 Stats., 92.)
By an act of the Cherokee council approved August 4, 1884, N. J. Smith, the
principal chief, was authorized and empowered to deed to the General Government a certain tract of land, in whole or in part, lying along Lufty River and
extending to the street next to the town lot of N. J. Smith, and bounded on the
one side by the Long Blanket tract and on the other side by the land of Clay,
said land to be for.the location of certain Government buildings (boarding school
and shop) for the use of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. And as the
said Indians were
desirous and anxious to have said school building erected as
contemplated by said act of Congress, and their council having empowered the
chief to execute a deed to the Government, as required
by section 355 of the Revised Statutes, preparatory to the erection of public buildings, Chief N. J. Smith
did, 01 the 25th day of August, 1884, for and in behalf of said Indians, convey to
the United States a portion of the land lying in North Carolina" conveyed by
William Johnston and wife, October 9, 1876, to the said Indians, to be held in
common, described as follows

SIR

:

:

:

Beginning at the northwest corner of town lot No. 2, being a portion of lot No. 33. in Temple's
survey, in Cherokee. Yellow Hill Township. Qualla Boundary. State of North Carolina, and
extending N. 58 30' W., 16 poles, to the street adjoining town lot No 5, owned by N. J. Smith
thence N. 31 30' E., 17 poles, to the land farmed by Clay, alias John Lossy thence S. 58 30' E.,
1*5 poles
thence S. 31 30' W., 17 poles, to the point of beginning, containing 1.70 acres, more or
:

;

:

less, etc.

This deed was acknowledged before W. A. Gibson, clerk of the superior
same day, and is of record in this office in volume 7, Miscellaneous
Deeds, pages 18 to 21, and is recorded in Swain County, in register of deeds'
office, in Book D, No. 4, pages 531 to 534, October 22, 1884.
And by virtue of the same authority, the said N. J. Smith did, on the 24th
day of March, 1885, for and in behalf of said Indians, convey to the United States
a portion of the land conveyed by said Johnston and wife to the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians by said deed of October 9, 1876, described as follows

court, the

.

:

Beginning at the northwest corner of lot No. 1, being a portion of lot No. 33, in Temple's survey,
in Cherokee, Yellow Hill Township, Qualla Boundary, North Carolina, and extending N. 58 30,
W., 8 poles, to the corner of the lot owned by the United States thence N. 31 30' E., 17 poles,
along the line of the lot owned by the United States to the land farmed by Clay, alias John
Lossy; thence S.58 30' E., 8 poles; thence S.31 30' W., 17 poles, to the point of beginning, containing seventeen-twentieth acre, more or less (.85 acre)
;

.

This deed was acknowledged the same day before William T. S. Curtis, a notary
public of the District of Columbia; on the 31st day of March, 1885, reacknowledged before John E. Beall, a commissioner of deeds for North Carolina, in the
District of Columbia, and is recorded in the register of deeds' office, Swain
County, N. C., in Book E, No. 5, pages 278 to 282, May 26, 1885, and in this office
in Miscellaneous Record, volume 1, pages 488 to 491.
These deeds have not been submitted to the Attorney-General for his written
opinion as to their validity, Acting Secretary Muldrow deciding it not to be nee-
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have they been approved by the President, as required by the terms
Johnston deed. From the plats accompanying these deeds it appears that
the beginning- is not in the northwest corner, as stated in the text of the deeds.
In a certificate of H. W. Spray, made January 26, 1886, relative to the purchase of these tracts of lands for the Eastern Cherokee training house at Cherokee, Qualla Boundary, Swain County, N. C., he avers that with funds furnished
by the executive Indian committee of Western Yearly Meeting of Friends of
Indiana, he caused to be purchased said lots and had them conveyed by deeds to
the United States, to carry out the purpose of Congress in making the appropriation in 1884 that said buildings had since been put upon said land that
the first parcel of land purchased is described in deed of August 25, 1884, the
other in deed dated March 24, 1885 that the sale was made at the nominal sum
of $1 for each, with the understanding that he cancel claims resting upon said
that the claims upon the first lot, which was unimproved, amounted to
lots
$22.50 the second lot was owned by a company, who had placed upon it a twostory unfinished building, containing lumber, all of which was valued at $100,
making the combined claims $122.50, which covered all claims upon said lands.
By the deficiency act of September 30, 1890, Congress appropriated $122.50 to
reimburse B. C. Hobbs for these expenditures in the purchase of said tracts of

ossary, nor
of the

;

;

;

;

:

land.

(26 Stats., 524.)
31, 1881, Dr. J. D.
behalf of "the North Carolina

On May

Garner and Barnabas C. Hobbs, acting for and
and Western Yearly Meeting of the Society of
Friends, entered into a contract with the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians,
through N. J. Smith, principal chief, andComan Saunooke, second chief thereof,
by which it was provided that said society
Will establish among the East Cherokees at points which said chiefs and headmen may desig* * * and other common
schools, as funds at their comnate, one school of higher grade
mand will justify * * * also make it an object to give instruction in agriculture, garden(2)

on

;

and in good housekeeping, and also in the obligations of sound Christian morality, with a
view to prepare tbe Indian youth to become good citizens and successessful business men and
women, and they do this because of the Christian love and friendship which they have for these
* * * The chiefs and headmen of the East Cherokees, on their
part, in order to enapeople.
ble them to do this work, agree to place to their use the annual interest of the trust funds held
to add to it such
by the General Government for that object, the Friends above named agreeing
additional funds as they may be able to raise for the same purpose. * * * This agreement
shall stand good for ten years or more, unless by mutual consent it shall be dissolved.
It appears from the alleged copy of a deed which is filed in this office by the
Friends as Exhibit D to their letter without date, signed by N. E. Hubbard,
president, and I. N. Hadley, secretary, that on October 14, 1884, Henry Smith
and James Osawi conveyed to the principal chief of said Eastern Band of Cherokees a two-thirds interest in the undivided northern part of that tract of land
known as the JLong Blanket lot, numbered 35, containing 48 acres, more or less,
and more fully described by metes and bounds, as follows
Two-thirds interest in the undivided northern part of that tract of la"nd known as the Long
Blanket lot, numbered 35, and set apart described, and platted in the Yellow Hill Town plat in
the survey and award made by the circuit court of western district of North Carolina at its
November term in 1874, in the case of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians against William
H. Thomas et al,, and in the Qualla boundary, lying in Swain and Jackson Counties, in North
Carolina, said Long Blanket lot lying in Swain County and being a parcel of land owned and
held jointly by Long Blanket heirs and their assigns, beginning at an elm tree on the bank of
Oconee Lufty River, at the foot of Main street, in the town of Cherokee, and running thence
S. 14 west along and down said river 69 poles to a sycamore stump, an old corner, thence N. 85

ing,

:

.

W. 88 poles to a stake, thence N. 10 E. 113 poles to a stake, thence S. 87 E. 21 poles to a large
forked pine, thence S. 58 E. 80 poles to the beginning, containing 48 acres, be the same more
or less.

To be held by Indians^" for school purposes and the uplands for such town and
council purposes as said band by its council may determine." This " two- thirds
interest" appears to be the lands adjacent to those now held by the United States
for educational purposes, as shown by the plat attached hereto and marked
thereon number 35.
It is not disclosed by the papers, nor is it otherwise made known, whether
Smith and Osawi were, as alleged, the heirs of Long Blanket and, as such, had
a right to convey; nor is it shown that such conveyance was approved by the
council of said Indians, except as maybe inferred from the following paper,
which was acknowledged October 24, 1884, before the clerk of the superior court
of Swain County, N. C.
JAMBS OSAWI and HENRY SMITH now appear before this council and state that they have no
claim or title to any interest in the lot number 35. known as the Long Blanket tract of land,
north of the branch separating the school lands from the part south.
:

Interlined and interpreted to the council before signing.

HENRY SMITH.
JAMES Yousow.

Witness

:

THOMAS C. BROWN,
JAMES BLYTHE,
H.

W. SPRAY.
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Nor is it stated that said conveyance was ever recorded in said county, as required by the laws of North Carolina, a copy of which is submitted by Agent
Leatherwood, in manuscript, as follows
SBC. I. That section one thousand two hundred and forty -five of the code be stricken out, and
:

the following inserted in lieu thereof: No conveyance of land, nor contract to convey, or lease of
land for more than three years, shall be valid to pass any property as against creditors or purchasers, for a valuable consideration, from the donor, bargainer or lessor, but from the registration thereof within the county where the land lieth, Provided, however, That the provisions of
this act shall not apply to contracts, leases, or deeds already executed, until the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six, Provided further. No purchase from any such
bargainer, donor, or lessor shall avail or pass title as against any unregistered deed executed
prior to the first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five, when the person or persons holding such, or claiming under such unregistered deed, shall be in actual possession and enjoyment of such land either in person or by his, her, or their tenants, at the time of
the execution of such record deed or when the person or persons claiming under or taking such
ing under such deed actual or constructive notice
tion two hereof shall be acknowledged by the grantor, lessor, or the person executing the same
or their signatures proved on oath by one or more witnesses in manner prescribed by law, and
all deeds so executed and registered shall be valid and pass title and estates without livery of
seizin attornment or other ceremony whatever.
" award "
which title to the above-described land was confirmed

Under the

by

shall hold and
to the heirs of Long Blanket, it was provided that said Indians
possess their several tracts as their separate property, with the quality of being
inheritable, but without the power of alienation except from one Indian to
another, and then only with the assent of their council."
' ;

In pursuance of the agreement or contract executed May 31, 1881, first above
mentioned, between Dr. J. D. Garner and Barnabas C. Hobbs, acting for and on
behalf of the North Carolina and Western Yearly Meeting of the Society of
Friends, and N. J. Smith, principal chief, and Coman Saunooke, second chief of
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, said society caused a boys' dormitory, a
schoolhouse, barn, and other buildings and improvements to be placed upon the
lands above referred to, known as the Long Blanket tract and through Jeptha
D. Garner and Barnabas C. Hobbs entered into a contract September 27, 1881,
with the then Commissioner of Indian Affairs for conducting the schools provided for during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883 and this contract was renewed from year to year by and between the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and
the reprassntatives of said society covering a period terminating June 30, 1892.
In executing these contracts said society entered into an arrangement with or
employed H. W. Spray to conduct such schools, and they were so maintained
for the period stipulated, when the said society withdrew from their undertaking
after first* transferring to Mr. Spray their personal property.
On October 14, 1891, the said Indians in council assembled enacted as follows
;

;

:

Whereas the contract with the Society of Friends for the conduct and management of our
educational work has expired;
Be it enacted by the East Band of CheroJcees in council assembled, That we d hereby grant unto
H. W. Spray the use of our school buildings and school property for the condirct and management of our educational work, and a needed portion of the interest of our trust funds, such
permissi 11 an privilege to be and to continue until definite arrangement shall have been made
>

i

and entered into for the future control of this work.

The only relation Mr. Spray ever held to the educational interests of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians was as an employe of said society, which society
was under contract with this office to maintain said schools as above stated. He
never had any relations directly with this office. Upon the expiration of that
contract and the requirement of said society, which was with the close of the
fiscal year 1892, Mr. Spray was holding and still continues to hold possession of
the buildings and premises, notwithstanding the efforts that had been made by
the representatives of the Society of Friends to dislodge him therefrom.
In the Indian appropriation act approved July 13, 1892, a provision was contained as follows
The superintendent
:

of the Indian training school at Cherokee, North Carolina, shall, in addition to his duties as superintendent, perform the duties heretofore required of the agent at
said Cherokee Agency, and receive in addition to his salary as superintendent $200 par annum,
which sum is hereby appropriated for the purpose, and shall give bond as other Indians agents,
and that the office of agent be, and the same is hereby, abolished at that place; in all, $89,000
and all provisions of law fixing compensation for Indian agents in excess of that herein provided are hereby repealed.
;

Under this provision of law Mr. Andrew Spencer was appointed as superintendent, and the policy of the Department was to continue said schools through
his agency, but Mr. Sprav remaining in possession at the time of the withdrawal
of said society, continued" to hold the buildings and now refuses to vacate them
on the demand

of

Mr. Spencer.
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On August 5, 1892, Mr. Spencer was instructed by telegram to notify Spray
re am
to vacate school premises at once: take charge of school immediately
temporarily such employes as needed to run school notify Spray that no further
with him for purchase of property till he has surrennegotiations will be held
dered the school * * *;" and on August 8, 1892, the office received the follow' l

;

;

ing telegraphic answer from Mr. Spencer
Instructions followed. Spray resisted. Served written notice to leave Eastern Cherokee
country. It will require force to remove him from Territory or buildings. He says it is a biuff
on your part; about three-fourths of the Indians are with him. Ely the says it is a fight to the
:

end.

On August 9, 1892, I addressed a letter to Mr. Spencer instructing him to
" serve
written notice on Mr. Spray, demanding him to surrender school into
your hands. Notify him also that he must not expect this office to reimburse
him directly or indirectly for any expenses incurred by him without authority
for the management of the school * * * ;" and on August 22, 1892, a further
instruction was sent Mr. Spencer, as follows
You will serve written notice upon Mr. Spray that he is retaining unlawfully the Government school building and is interfering with and thwarting the purposes of the Government to
open and maintain a free school for the benefit of the Eastern Cherokees of North Carolina.
You will demand of him that he will surrender the school and all Government property by the
15th of September. If he has any proposition to submit to you in writing regarding the sale of
his property, you may consider the same and forward it to this office with your recommendations, provided it is submitted to you prior to September 15. and provided that Mr. Spray has
surrendered to you full control of 'the school. Otherwise you are directed to have no further
correspondence with him or negotiations of any character regarding the sale of his property.
Accordingly, on August 25, 1892, Superintendent Spencer served a written
notice upon said Spray, demanding the surrender of the schools and Government
property, as above directed, and in reply thereto received, under date of Sept3mber 12, 1892, the following communication
:

:

am willing to dispose of my personal property for cash

or negotiable paper, but will
not give possession of same until carefully listed, estimates fixed and approved by the Indian
I would expect the Go\ ernment to take all my property, furniture, stock, implements,
Office.
crops, etc., in order that I might not be detained in tihis country contrary to my wishes.
Second. For the length of time I have conducted the school, since July 1, and until disposition
of property, I desire that the Government pay me the per capita allowance per pupil.
Third. The possession of the buildings and payment for improvements are matters which
must be adjusted with the council. I am willing to surrender my rights to the premises at any
time the council desires that I should do so. By buildings I mean not only those occupied by
the training school, but also those used in the day schools. Any property to which the office
has an unquestioned title I am ready to deliver at once.
First. I

On August

23, 1892,

Mr. Spray stated as follows in a letter

to this office

:

have at no time refused to give Mr. Spencer possession of any property, buildings or otherwise, to which he could establish a legal'title. I have and do insist that the property rights of
the Indians and myself should be duly respected. I believe the Indians have taken action in
this matter with a full understanding of its possible results.
I

On August 26, 1892, after serving said notice Superintendent Spencer informal
this office by letter that he had seen Mr. Spray and said to him that he was " led
to believe from his letter that he was willing to turn over to him (Spencer) the
Government property held by him. I supposed he meant this building (girls'
dormitory) and the shop. I asked him if he was willing to turn that over. He
replied That depends on what the Indian say I have a lease of these buildings
from them, and will not surrender them unless they direct me to.' I said,
'

;

Well, then, you claim that the Government has no property here which they
can establish a legal claim to ? That is the way it is.' "
On September 16, 1892, Mr. Spencer reported to this office the receipt by him
of a letter from Mr. Spray, as follows:
'

Replying to your notice of the 15th instant, I call your attention to the fact that all the personal
property used in the conduct and management of the school belongs to me individually Of this
I decline to give you possession until we have listed the same and
agreed upon estimates, and
the estimates are approved by the Indian Office. The buildings of which you speak, girls' dormitory, the shop, and the schoolhouses in which the day schools are usually conducted, I hold
under and by authority of the chief and council of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. Of
these I respectfully decline to give you possession, except by and with the consent of said chief
and Council.

On September

15, 1892,

as follows:

Superintendent Spencer was instructed by this

office

If Mr. Spray has not surrendered the
buildings to you at the time you receive this letter,
will make demand upon him for their immediate and unconditional surrender and vou
will conduct no negotiations with him until you shall have been
put in possession of the buildYou will say to him that if this surrender is not made immediately
ings.
upon demand no further negotiations will be held with him. This condition has been
before imposed and must be
complied with preparatory to any transfer to the Government of personal property owfledand
*
*
*
held by Mr. Spray
This office has no contract with Mr. Spray for a school at Eastern

you

Cuerok

during tne

fiscal

year

1893,

or any portion thereof; does not recognize his rignt to op-
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erate a school does not recognize the fact that he has been carrying on any school will not pay
him for any expenses he may have incurred since June 30, 1892, from which time up to the
present he has been acting without authority from this office; and will recognize no claim for
compensation or expenses for the care of any pupils since the date above named. This office
recognizes no rights that Mr. Spray may claim to have in any land or buildings among the
Cherokees, either at the training school or at the day schools. As to the adjustment with the
council of any matters relating to the possession of buildings and payment for improvements,
Mr. Spray need not concern himself. The thing for him to do, and the only thing for him to
do, is to give you immediate possession of the buildings. As soon as you have appraised the
personal property which you wish to purchase from Mr. Spray, you will submit a copy of the
list to this office for its information, in order that a sufficient sum of money may be remitted
to you for the piirpose of making payment.
;

;

On September 21, 1892, Superintendent Spencer replied as follows:
Pursuant to your letter of the 15th instant, I went to Cherokee yesterday, read to Mr. Spray
the first and second paragraphs of your letter, and demanded of him the possession indicated.
Such possession he refused to give, saying at the same time that he was willing to sell, but
that the property must first be listed. In other words, that if we wanted to buy his property
he would sell it to us as a favor, but that we must take it on his own terms or not take it at
all.
I doubt if the Government wishes to buy his property at all now. Certainly, I think it
would have been the utmost folly for it to have bought it without the assurance that it was to
need it in the school.
This terminates the correspondence between this office and Mr. Spray touching his surrender of this property. It will be observed that he (Spray) is unlawfully retaining possession of the same and resisting the demands of the Government for his dispossession therefrom. Whatever rights said Indians might
have had to grant to him the possession of the property within the bounds of
the Long Blanket tract before mentioned, they had DO rights of property whatever as to that tract before described which was paid for by and deeded to the
United States, and upon which the girls' dormitory, boarding school and shop
are located, and which are the ones, it is undsrstoo 1, that Mr. Spray is now in
the actual occupation of, and from which it is the desire of this office that he
should be speedily removed.
On March 1, 1891, the civil-service law was extended to cover certain branches
of the Indian service, among them that of superintendent of Indian schools, the
position now filled by Mr. Spencer in addition to performing the duties heretofore required of the agent at the Cherokee Agency, as provided for in the act of
July 13, 1892, and pursuant to said civil-service law, Mr. Spencer was appointed.
There is thus no possibility whatever for Mr. Spray being appointed to or employed in the position of superintendent of the school for the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians, as he has not passed the civil-service examination and is
not eligible to such position.
This whole matter is therefore respectfully submitted to you with the recommendation that it be referred to the Attorney-General of the United States for
his consideration, and with the request that he direct the United States district
attorney for the western district of North Carolina to take such steps as may be
necessary for placinarMr. Spencer in possession of the property above referred to.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. MORGAN,
Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED IN
PUTTING INDIAN CHILDREN IN SCHOOL.
FORT HALL, IDAHO.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
FORT HALL INDIAN AGENCY,
Ross Fork, Idaho, March 6, 189S.
Acting- upon the instructions contained in your communication of January 16 last (Education, 972, 1892), will say that I have followed out your instructions to the letter; and even went further than ordered, inasmuch as I have,
after my police have failed, gone in person and taken quite a number of school
children by force, which required considerable force, as I have been pounced
upon on more than one occasion, where a test of strength followed. In one of
these encounters I would certainlv have been worsted, if not entirely used up,
only for the prompt assistance of Joe Rainy, a half-breed policeman. As it was
my clothes were torn, and it became necessary for me to choke a so-called chief
into subjection. We, however, placed his children in school. But things are
assuming a more serious aspect every day.
On the 27th ultimo I was informed by some of my Shoshone friends that five
of the Bannack policemen had at a Bannack council promised the other members of the tribe that they would make no further effort to get Bannack school
children. On learning these facts I called up the aforesaid five policemen and
demanded that each of ttfem should procure at least one Bannack school child
by the following Saturday, and named as a penalty for their failure to do so their
discharge from the force. Accordingly they were discharged yesterday, as they
had made no effort to get the children. One of their number, who bears the
" War
title of
Chief," requested me to write and tell you that no moreBannacks
would act as policemen.
The Indians became quite excited and four of the Shoshone policemen resigned, whose places were taken by other members of the tribe, not, however,
until I agreed that I would not insist on their taking Bannack children. I
offered to place five members of the Bannack tribe on the force who would promise to get Bannack school children none volunteered, and thus the matter stands
to-day.
There are only twelve or fourteen full-blood Bannack children in the school,
while there is at least three times that number suitable in their camps. The
opposition does not all come from the Bannacks, however, as there are quite a
number of Shoshones who are equally as bittor in their opposition to the school.
Among them is a man who, I was told yesterday, has said he would "fix" me if
I attempted to take his children, which means he would kill me. I am also reliably informed that others are indulging freely in like threats.
There are two Shoshone chiefs who have stood by me manfully and who deserve great credit for their untiring efforts to fill the school in the face of the
taunts, jeers, and threats of many of the head men of both tribes. With a single exception, I have also been supported by the civilized and partially educated
half-breeds here.
As matters now stand there are but two alternatives. Troops must be sent at
once, or it must be admitted that the Bannacks with a few of their Shoshone followers are on top. I am not an alarmist and the last man to call for such help did
I not fully realize the fact that the time is at hand when this wild and lawless
element should be made to realize that they will not be allowed to oppose and
sneer at orders given them by the United States Government. I think that one
full company of infantry would be sufficient if they could be gotten here inside
of twenty days, or before the snow is out of the surrounding hills. I believe
further that their presence would be sufficient to accomplish the desired result
without resorting to harsh measures.
While here some eighteen months since you told tnese people emphatically
that they must send their children to school; that troops would be called, if
necessary, to carry out your orders. Your letter of January 11 last reiterated
what you had formerly told them.
backdown now would be a very serious
thing to all parties interested.
Very respectfully,

SIR

:

;

A

S. G.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

FISHER,

U. S. Indian Aqent*
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Fort Hall Agency,

May

7,

1892.

have the honor to report that, in accordance with your instructions of
April 11, I have made investigation of affairs at thaPort Hall training school.
First. The plant at the school is in good condition and when the repairs and
improvements now making are completed the material conditions will be very
favorable to good service.
SIR: 1

*******

Fully appreciating the necessity of increasing the attendance, I have cooperated with Agent Fisher in his efforts to induce the Fort Hall Indians to put
their children in school.
Having carefully considered the situation and advised with Agent Fisher, I
proceeded in accordance with your general instructions to special agents to
I patiently explained the policy
call the Indians together in general council.
of the Government as to the education of their children pointed out the advantages to their children and met their objections in such a manner as to remove
them if possible. In addition to this, I went to the settlements on distant portions of the reservation, visited them in their homes, and exhausted argument
in my efforts to secure their children for the school.
In every case I met positive refusal, accompanied with more or less of insolence.
Yesterday I went with Agent Fisher to the Blackfoot settlement to get
children, and being positively refused, the police were ordered to gather the
children up; upon which they all refused to obey orders and each and all resigned.
When we went to the camp many of the worst Indians armed themselves and
threatened to attack the police in case they attempted to take the children by
force. Members of the tribe refused to serve as policemen unless assured that they
will not be required to take school children by force. These same men are fearless when ordered to arrest even desperate criminals. It is not physical courage
that they lack, but the moral courage to take the children against the protest of
the parents and the sinister threats of the much feared medicine man, whose
influence is always and strongly against the white man's innovations, more particularly the school.
Religious fanaticism is very general, as evidenced by the persistent dancing,
the peculiar ceremonies, and the unusual amount of paint and charms displayed.
The medicine men predicted during the winter that great floods would destroy
the whites, and curiously enough there have been unprecedented rains this spring,
which has so emboldened the most fanatical that they are prepared to resist any
efforts to stop the dances, extend farming operations, or to put their children in
the school. The coming of the Indians' Messiah, according to the revelations of
the medicine men, is conditioned upon the firm resistance to white man's ways.
While I am of the opinion that only a few of the whole number would resort to
violence, yet a great majority are dominated by the medicine men. Many of
those whose children are in school seek to take them out, and no runaway is permitted to return to the school.
I am well satisfied that Agent Fisher discharged his whole duty in regard to
filling the school going to extreme lengths, involving himself in personal encounter. He impresses me as a conscientious officer, lacking neither energy nor
interest in executing the Department orders.
There are at least one hundred and perhaps one hundred and twenty-five children in the camp that should be in the school; but so long as these people are in
their present mood and under the influence of some dozen nonprogressive medicine men and would-be chiefs, Fort Hall school can not be recruited from this
reservation. They openly declare their intention of taking their children from
the school at the usual vacation time, and if this be done it will be almost impossible to get them back to school again.
In compliance with your request that I submit such recommendations as the
conditions seem to warrant, I submit the following as the result of patient inquiry and close observation during the three weeks I have been on this reserva;

tion:
First.

There are a few nonprogressive disturbers among these Indians, well
agent and agency employes, who should be arrested and removed
from the reservation for a time, being allowed to return only on assurance of
good behavior.
Second. The children of proper school age and in proper physical and mental

known

to the

-condition should be

promptly placed in school before the Indians scatter out

among the mountains.
Third. To attempt this with the Indian police will
shed.

result in failure

and blood-
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Fourth. The simple presence of a sufficiently formidable military force at some
point on the railroad in the vicinity of the agency would enable the agent to
put the children in school and secure the disturbers referred to above without
calling upon the military for any active service.
This opinion is based upon the fact that these people have a dread of conflict
with the soldiers. They pretend to believe that the Government officers inspectors, special agents, school supervisors, and the agent are paid so much per
child for putting children in the school. They say if "Washington" wished
to put the children in school he would send soldiers. I am of the opinion that
but only the presence to bring these
it would require the presence of soldiers
people into subjection. I make this recommendation reluctantly, but not the
less earnestly, believing that it will forever settle such questions among these
people and prepare the way for successfully carrying out the broader and more
comprehensive plan for establishing them in the ways of progress and civilization.

As already suggested, proper action should be taken before they go off to the
mountains for the summer.
My general report on this agency will be of a character to support the above
recommendations.
Very

respectfully,
J.

A. LEONARD,

United States Special Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, June 15, 1892.
addressed you a communication inclosing a letter
from S. G. Fisher, United States Indian agent at Fort Hall, Idaho, and recommended that his request for a company of troops be complied with. On May 17
I received from you a communication dated the 16th, inclosing a letter from the
President dated the 9th, in which the President says

SIR:

On March

11, 1892, I

:

extreme measures in these cases, and hope that this matter can be
successfully managed by the agent and his police. Of course, if the resistance to the authority
I

do not

like to resort to

of the agent continues I will reconsider the question.

Some time since I directed Special Agent Leonard, a man in whose judgment
have very great confidence, to proceed to Fort Hall, canvass the entire situation, and make to this office such recommendations as the circumstances seemed

I

to require.
I inclose his report, dated Fort Hall, May 7, and beg leave to ask your attention to the situation as he finds it, and to his earnest recommendation that a
company of soldiers be stationed near the agency for the moral effect which their
presence will have upon these Indians. The statement of facts made by Agent
Leonard, it seems to me, warrants fully his recommendation, and 1 have the honor
to ask very earnestly that this matter be again laid before the President with
the request that he order a company of soldiers to proceed at an early day and
take station near the agency at Ross Fork, and that the commanding officer be
instructed to cooperate with Agent Fisher in maintaining his authority in filling the school with children.
I dislike very much myself to resort to force, but when I know that these people are making so little progress and show such a determined effort to keep their
'children away from the only agency now available to promote their intelligence
and prosperity, I would be unfaithful to my trust if I did not urge the use of all
available means in benalf of these people.
You will observe that by your liberal indorsements this office has been able
to put this school at Fort Hall into a most excellent condition, and it is now prepared to accommodate 200 pupils and to afford them not only a comfortable support, but the best of industrial instruction. One hundred of the children for
whom the school has been specially developed are now kept away from it by their
parents, who are under the influence of ignorant medicine men, who see in the
growth of the school and extension of its influence a certain destruction of their
own evil influence over this degraded people. Surely we can not allow this state
of things to continue.
I do not believe that it will be necessary at all for the soldiers to lift a finger, and
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that all that is needed is their simple presence in order that the Indians may
understand that the orders of the agent appointed over them by the Government must be obeyed when he directs them to put their children in school where
they can be fitted for intelligent citizenship.
Asking that the report of Agent Leonard bs returned to the files of this office
when no longer required, I am,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J.

MORGAN,
Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

TULALIP, WASHINGTON.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Seattle,

Wash., October 11, 1892.

have the honor to report that in company with Agent Thornton, of
Tulalip Agency, I visited the Lummi Indian Reservation, under authority of your
office letter dated August 22, 1892, for the purpose of transferring the 13 Indian
pupils, recommended under date of June 16, 1892, from the Lummi day school to
the Salem Indian training school. On Monday, October 10, we endeavored to
collect the pupils for transfer, but found that the Indians fiercely opposed it,
and that the pupils had taken to the woods. During my visit to this school
in June last, the pupils and most of the Indians were willing for the transfer to
be made. In fact had the pupils been transferred at that time, at least twenty
would have gone without opposition.
The cause of the present difficulty seems to be the result of the efforts of one
J. B. Boulet, a Catholic priest, who makes periodical visits to the Lummi and
Swinomish reservations. He had visited the Lummi Indians a few days previous
to our arrival and there is no doubt gave them explicit instructions to resist
this transfer to the utmost. While the Indians are silent on this subject, the
teacher, Mr. Evans, informed Agent Thornton and myself that he heard Mr.
Boulet say that he had instructed the Indians to stand firm in this matter, and
SIR

:

I

not allow their children to be transferred.
Mr. Boulet also censured Mr. Evans, who is a Catholic, for favoring the transfer and attempted to intimidate him by intimating that he would forfeit his
position and that Mr. Boulet would soon have a teacher there who would follow
his instructions.

There is no doubt that Mr. Boulet has worked upon the religious sympathies and parental feelings of these Indians until they are determined to oppose
this transfer to the utmost. The Lummi Indians were so intimidated by the
leading Indians that they were utterly inefficient in the matter, and the children ordered transferred were so secreted in the dense forests and undergrowth
of the reservation that it was impossible to find any of them.
Of the Indians leading this opposition Thomas Jefferson is the principal. He
The other is Henry Kwina. It is my
is, in my estimation, a dangerous man.
opinion that they should be removed from the reservation and turned over to
the military for insubordination and contempt. With the removal of these two
leaders and the presence in Whatcom of a file of soldiers I think this transfer of
pupils could be accomplished.

I would recommend that J. B. Boulet, Catholic priest, be debarred from the
privilege of entering upon any portion of the several reservations embraced in
the Tulalip Agency.
I do not know whether the Lummi Indians can be classed as citizens or not.
Most of them have patents for their allotments but do not pay taxes.
I would say that Agent Thornton used his utmost powers to accomplish this
transfer.
He assures me that he is anxious to have the supremacy of the
Government maintained at Lummi. I have furnished him with the main points
contained in this letter, and he will report on the matter at once.

Yours, respectfully,

WILLIAM
Hon. T.

T.

LEEKE,

Supervisor* of Education.
J.

MORGAN,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Tulalip Agency, October 14, 1892.
attention is hereby respectfully called to the following statement
of facts as regards the attitude of the Lummi Indians in relation to the transfer
of children from the Lummi to the Salem school*
In June, 1892, Supervisor Leeke and myself went to Lummi to select pupils for
proposed transfer, and at that time the names of thirteen children were duly
submitted, all of whom were not only willing, but anxious to be sent to Salem,
and consent was given freely by the parents of eight of the selected pupils to
their being transferred after the parents and children were fully informed in
every particular concerning the Salem school.
large number of pupils not selected by the supervisor were also anxious to
be sent to Salem in jact, so popular was the idea with the children at Lummi
that the day school teacher feared his school would be depopulated. Since the
selection was made, and up to a month past, the chosen children frequently inquired of their teacher when they were to be taken, and were impatient on account of the delay.
About September 1, 1892, an entire change was noticed in the disposition of
both children and parents as regards the transfer to the Salem school, and on
inquiry it was found that J. B. Boulet, of New Whatcom, the Catholic priest in
charge of the Lummi Mission, had strongly advised the Indians not to permit
the Government to take their children from a school where they were under
Catholic influence to one which is nonsectarian, and further told tnemthat " the
object of the Commissioner in ordering such transfer of children was to bring them
under Protestant influence, and thereby make Protestants of them ;" also to break
up all Catholic schools, as well as schools where there are Catholic teachers (as
This priest told the Indians to stand firm, to refuse abis the case at Lummi).
solutely to allow their children to be taken from Lummi, and if they did so the
Commissioner would be powerless in the matter, and unable to enforce his orders.
In connection with the attitude of J. B. Boulet in the premises, I beg leave
" New
to call your attention to the inclosed clipping, dated July 5, 1892, from the
York Catholic News." and am advised that in the next issue of said paper, on or
about the 22d instant, a further communication will appear from the same source.
The action of J. B. Boulet. as well as his letter inclosed herewith, brough forth
a remonstrance from the Lummi teacher, who, though a Roman Catholic, in no
way permits his religion to interfere with his duty as a Government employe,
and by such he incurred the displeasure of his spiritual adviser, who informed
him that "on the change of administration about to take place he would see to
it that the teacher of the Lummi school was one who would be in sympathy
with the church and would further its interests and desire as regards the education of its children."
As a result of the outrageous and treasonable interference of this foreign missionary the supervisor of education, William T. Lseke, ana I were unable to get
a single pupil for the Salem school from Lummi when there on the 9th instant,
and I found the condition of affairs as regards transfer of children to be as follows There was but one of the pupils previously recommended for transfer in
the schoolhouse when Mr. Leeke began to talk to parents and children on the
subject, and in a short time this one disappeared and could not be found.
When we desired to see the selected pupils it was not possible to find one of
them, and at that point I requested assistance from the judges and police to get
the children, and effort was made to obtain special police for the emergency.
The judges refused absolutely to help us and did all in their power to hinder us
in our work. The police, though seemingly willing to do as they were told, had
evidently been intimidated and were of no service, and it was impossible to get
an Indian to act as special policeman.
Being unable to accomplish anything I addressed the judges, police, and people
and patiently and clearly explained the situation to them, the character and
conduct of the Salem school, the object and desires of the Government as regards the transfer, the benefits to be derived from such and, in short, used every
effort to gain their confidence and consent and get their assistance but they were
obdurate, sullen, and not to be moved one iota from their position. I then told
them they were doing a most serious thing in 'refusing to obey the orders of
the Government; that I would be obliged to report their action to the Commissioner, and that it was possible he might send soldiers to make them obey and respect the commands of the United States and its officials, but all to no avail, as
they were no more amenable to threats of force than to reason and argument.

SIR

:

Your

A

;

1

:

;
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Henry Quinagh, former chief of the Lummis, a man of great influence with the
habits and
people, using no English, and with more sympathy with old Indian
customs than with white civilization, a devout but narrow-minded Catholic, is
completely under the control of the priest and is simply his mouthpiece. What
the priest commands he does, and such advice as he in turn gives his people they
follow implicity. J. B. Boulet is primarily the cause of the present difficulty,
and through Henry Quinagh he has been able to put the Lummi Indians in a
defiant attitude toward the Government. The influence of Henry Quinagh is
detrimental, as he is opposed to the civilizing policy of the Indian Office, and he
is too old and too bigoted for a possible change of opinion or attitude.
Thomas Jefferson, a policeman recently discharged for neglect of duty and insubordination, ambitious, unprincipled and bright, though uneducated, is also a
man of influence with the people, is a devout Catholic, and opposed to the transHe is an unmanageable, dangerous Indian, feared by the othfer of children.
ers and by the Government employes. On the slighest pretext he interferes
with the conduct of the Lummi school, going so far as to enter the schoolroom
and intimidate the teacher. He likewise interferes with the court, and his evil
influence and presence is an actual source of trouble and a possible source of danger. He openly defies us as representatives of the Government before all the
people and dared us to take his children to the Salem school.
In view of the above facts I have the honor to respectfully and strongly rec-

ommend
(1)

:

That

J.

B. Boulet be denied the right to set foot on any reservation of this

agency.
(2)

That a detatchment

of

United States troops be sent to Lummi to assist me
Department and in upholding the dignity of

in carrying out the orders of the
the United States.

(3) That Henry Quinagh and Thomas Jefferson be sent to a military prison for
such time as all circumstances of the case warrant.
In connection with, and as further reason for the several recommendations
above made, I would state as regards the first that so long as J. B. Boulet is in
a position to incite the Indians to disobedience there can be no harmony in the
relations of this office with such Indians, nor can I enforce the orders of the Indian Office when said orders are supposed by J. B. Boulet to be antagonistic to
the interests and influence of the Roman Catholic Church.
As to the second, I am of the opinion that the situation requires strong measures to make the Lummis respect the Government of the United States, and if
they are not at this time forced to obey the order of the Indian Office in regard
to the transfer of children, the representative of the Government, as such, will
be unable to command respect. His orders and advice will but be treated with
open contempt, and the progress of the civilization of all the Indians connected
with this agency will bo greatly retarded if indeed it does not receive a blow
fatal to the desire of the Government of an eventual complete emancipation and
civilization of these people. Should the Lummi Indians at this juncture succeed in evading the law and order of the Indian Office, it will in no time be
known to every Indian connected with this agency, and should they care to refuse to send children to the Tulalip school, which they are quite likely to do, it
will be impossible for me to fill said school.
The presence of Quinagh and Jefferson is a menace to all on the Lummi Reservation. After the attitude assumed by them toward the representatives of the
Government, an example should be made of them for the general good of the
Indians and in the interest of law and order, obedience and civilization. I am
of the opinion that it is neither safe nor advisable for either of these Indians to
be at large, and it being impossible for me to imprison them at Lummi or Tulalip, I would earnestly request that my recommendation in this matter particularly be followed as soon as practicable.
In the event of sending United States troops to Wtyatcom, or the Indians in
question to prison, I would request that I be advised of the action of the Department in sufficient time for me to send the Tulalip police to Lummi and thereby
prevent the escape of said Indians and children from the reservation.
Henry Quinagh, Thomas Jefferson, and a number of the parents of the school
children hold patents to their land on the reservation, but in no instance have,
they been taxed.
I would call your attention to the report of Supervisor Leeke, dated October
12 1892, on the subject-matter of this communication.

Very respectfully,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

C. C. THORNTON,
U. S. Indian Agent.

Washington, D. G.
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MORE OF MORGAN'S WORK.

NEW WHATCOM, WASH., July 5, 1892.
EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC NEWS
The Lummi Indians, whom I visit every six weeks or so, have a large day school, averaging
more than eighty boys and girls, and taught by a capable Catholic teacher. An inspector vis
:

ited said school last week, and said that in July 15 of the largest pupils of this school would be
taken away and sent to an Oregon Indian industrial training school, which is far from being in
the odor of sanctity. Morals are said to be very. low in that school; too much freedom among
the sexes and followed by many breaches against chastity. Graduates of this school are genIndians, being all good practical Cath
erally proud, haughty polished heathens. The
olics, are not willing to let their children go to their inevitable perdition. They are threatened
know
what to do. I think the Governand
do
not
with force to take their children away,
they
ment, or rather Preacher Morgan, wants to excite these peaceful and industrious Indians to rethis
much-coveted
reservation to the surrounding
sistance in order to have a pretext to open

Lummi

greedy whites.
Last fall a drunken white man was supposed to be killed by an Indian from his reservation.
The Indian was tried, but could not be convicted. When the Indian was allowed his freedom
the whites tried to kill him, and he had to leave his home to save his life. He tried to come
home lately, but he was again hunted by the whites and had again to flee for life. In the meantime I understand that a numerously signed petition was sent to the Indian authorities in
Washington, D. C., to either prevent the Indians from leaving their reservation, or to drive
them away from it. So if Morgan can manage to have the Indians resist this brutal order of
taking away the children by force from their parents, it will be a plausible pretext to either
exile or exterminate these good, peaceable Indians. I can not see how any power on earth can
have a right to take away children from their parents when they have a good school where they
can be made to become good Christians and useful members of society. But I suppose these
poor Indians have no rights that Morgan should respect. He has might and brute force on his
side, and that is all he requires.
Consequently I do not see how consistent Catholics can so stultify themselves as to cast their
votes to continue Morgan's brutal, bigoted rule for four years more. If the rascals are not
ignominiously turned out from power this fall there will not be an Indian child left in a Catholic school four years hence.
Then, Mr. Editor, agitate the Indian school question in season and out of season in your able
paper, till every Catholic is obliged for very shame to cast out the incubus represented by
Morgan and his clique. Write one of your forcible editorials on the above subject and urgently
request all Catholic papers to spread it broadcast over the land (before the November elections)
Yours, most respectfully,
Rev. J. B. BOULET.
.

NAVAJO, ARIZONA.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Navajo Agency, N. Hex., November #, 1892.
SIR: Referring- to my telegram dated Round Rock, October 30, 1892, I herewith submit the following- particulars regarding my recent trouble with the
Navajoes:
Being desirous to fill my agency school with Navajo children, and considering the fact that that part of the" reservation lying in tne vicinity of Round
Rock had not contributed any children to the school, it appeared to be the best
and most proper district to visit. In company with Chee, who owns a large
store at Round Rock, seven police, my interpreter, and the industrial teacher,
we arrived at Tse-a-lee, a point about 50 miles north of the agency. Here I
divided my force into three parties, sending two police into the Carrizo Mountain district. My interpreter and a judge of the court of Indian offenses, with a
guide to point out the hogans. left for Canon de Chelly; while myself with the
remainder of the party proceeded to Round Rock.
From my Carrizo Mountain division it appears that Black Horse had learned
that I was at Round Rock for the purpose of procuring twenty-five or thirty
children, which had been promised me by the friendly Navajoes of this vicinity.
He immediately collected his band of outlaws and proceeded to Round Rock to
oppose me in my intentions. After he arrived I went into council with him and
his followers. In this council I made him every fair and honorable promise as
to the treatment and attention which would be given these children. I also reminded him and his people what had been done by the Government for the Navajo Indians, and how he and his faction by their conduct were abusing the
confidence that had been placed in them by the Government in its greatness in
granting them full pardon for all past offenses, when from starvation they were
compelled to surrender as prisoners of war in 1862 and 1863. I spoke at length
on what was being done in the way of education of their children, and for their
own advancement, and assured them to what their opposition would lead and
the punishment that would surely follow if they disregarded my instructions
and the wish of the Department. But he was obstinate, and demanded that the
children be turned over to him, and refused to compromise in any way.
^

157

APPENDIX.

The result was that after he had threatened to kill me and my followers if I
didn't comply with certain very unreasonable demands, such as "closing down
" to
the school," " to make no further arrests on the reservation,"
wipe out the
entire Indian work, wanted nothing to do with the Government, agent or anyone else, wanted no houses built nor any tools, implements, in fact no trader's
" to abandon the
store on the reservation," and even
agency entirely," and would
prevent any Navajoes in his district or any other portion of the reservation from
sending- children to school, he worked on his followers to such an extent that they
1

1

me and very viciously overpowered me and removed me from the
building in which the council was held. Here they continued their violence on
my person. The trader Ghee and his clerk, Mr. Hubbell, succeeded in tearing
me away from them and getting- me on the inside of the trader's store ag-ain.
The doors and windows were immediately barricaded and all possible preparations were made for a defense in case of an attack on the building-. The wildest excitement prevailed among Black Horse's band on the outside. In our
then present condition, with only a handful of men, and no more than 50 rounds
of ammunition for two Winchester rifles, two revolvers, then add to this their
crazed and defiant yells of "kill the ag-ent," "kill all of the d
," "don't leave
one to tell the tale," with such like threats, had a tendency to place a very unsatisfactory and alarming- phase to our situation. Had it not been for a policeman making good his escape on the first outbreak and reporting to Lieut.
Brown, who was then stationed at Tse-a-lee, a point about 25 miles south of us,
and the impossibility which a hard continuous rain made for setting the building*
on fire from the outside, there would not have been the slightest chance for one
of us escaping with our lives. The Indians were frantic, and chided themselves
for not having killed me and the rest of the party when they had the opportunity.
were subjected to this very uncertain suspense for nearly thirty-six hours,
with the Indians continuing their threats throughout the entire time. I was
compelled to make all sor.ts of promises to this gang of thieves and murderers
in order to partially pacify them.
Our condition was very critical at the arrival of Lieut. Brown and his ten men,
who had delayed for the report of a courier which he had dispatched us to learn
whether or not our condition was alarming and needed assistance. The arrival
Black Horse then requested that no troops
of his party had the desired effect.
be sent in his section, but Lieut. Brown told him he could not say as to what
would be done in this matter by Gen. McCook, but gave him to understand that
the. offense of which he and his followers were guilty was a very grave one, that
of assaulting a United States officer.
So the trouble was settled for the present, having suffered, no further personal
injury than a broken nose and a bruised body for myself and dangerous head
wounds inflicted by clubs on the person of one of my most faithful policemen.
However, the most vital point in connection was my entire forfeiture of the
purpose intended to this renegade Indian and his band of followers. In the procuring of these thirty-four children I had the support of all the best and leadingIndians, among them being Chee, Char-lot-si, Isch-ble-clan-ny, and Be-kud-dy,
all the above-named Indians being Government officers at this agency.
If I am
not supported in this matter, and compelled to leave this rebuke go unpunished,
it will indefinitely retard the school work among the Navajoes.
And now, in view of the perilous condition of affairs at Round Rock, and the
danger which both life and property is subjected to, I have recommended to the
post commander at Fort Wingate that a detachment of ten or fifteen men,
equipped with subsistence sufficient at least to hold them over the winter, be
stationed at Round Rock and have further requested that at least one company
be stationed at this agency for protection. Desiring to exhaust all reasonable
means before going to extremes, I have sent a messenger to Black Horse and
those implicated in this fracas, requesting that they come to the agency. If
they refuse to come, I then respectfully recommend their removal from the
reservation and confinement in some milititfy prison some distance from the
Navajo country.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVID L. SHIPLEY,
United States Indian Agent.
rushed on
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PUEBLOS,

NEW

MEXICO.

THE BUREAU OF CATHOLIC INDIAN MISSIONS,
Washington, D. C.. May 9, 1891.
SIR Referring to your letter of the 31st of March last relative to the renewal of
this bureau's contract for conducting St. Catherine's Industrial School, Santa Fe,
N. Mex., in which you propound certain interrogatories in reference to the same,
I have the honor to file herewith copy of a letter, dated the 16th ultimo, from
:

Most Rev. J. B. Salpointe, Archbishop of Santa Fe, under whose immediate
charge the school is, wherein are given answers to each of your interrogatories,
which, in the opinion of this bureau, are satisfactory and make it incumbent upon
you to sign the contract in question.

Very

respectfully,

P. L. CHAPPELLE,
Vice-JP'resident.

Hon. T.

J.

MORGAN,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

SANTA FE, N. Mex., April 16, 1891.
SIR Your favor of the 8th inst., inclosing copy of a
letter addressed to you by Commissioner Morgan in regard to St. Catherine's
School, I received in due course. In compliance with your request, I herewith
addressed to you by the honorable Commissioner.
reply to the interrogatories
" When I visited the institution
last fall, I found that there was
Query No. 1.
an entire lack of facilities for industrial training such as is required by the con"
Will you tell me whether this defect has been remedied? If so, how ?
tract.
Answer. In the first place, I beg leave to say that when Mr. Morgan visited
St. Catherine's School, we had no contract with the Government to oblige us to
conduct the institution in any particular manner. Still, when the Commissioner
made his visit, there was at St. Catherine's a carpenter, John Dixon, alias Juan
Pancho, a native from the Cochito Pueblo, who had spent a number of years at
Carlisle, speaks good English, and knows his trade well enough to teach it.
The man has been replaced since January 1 of this year by Juan Domingo Archuleta, one of our pupils, who has been working at the trade for three years in

VERY REVEREND DEAR

:

the institution.

There was also at the same time Frank Ortiz as farmer, but actually working
as teamster, the season not allowing any agriculture as -yet. Now, instead of
one farmer for the benefit of the Indians I have two, namely, Marion Valery
and Paul Bobin, both experienced gardeners and farmers, who, sines the beginning of last month, are in charge of the "Villa Pinteresca," my country
place, and ready to teach any number of Indians I may send to them. I expended
a large amount of money on said property last year in order to secure water for
irrigating purposes and to make it a model farm. There our St. Catherine's puThis year they ousrht to be there
pils were trained at gardening last summer.
already, but having no contract with the Government for the school and no means
of our own to start the work with reasonable hope of success, we had to wait for
better chances. As you know, the farm lies about three miles north of St. Catherine's, and the distance makes it necessary to have there a supplementary house
for lodging, feeding, and schooling eight or ten boys at a time, those to be replaced by others week after week. This was practical last year, but required an
expense that, under the present circumstances, I felt unable to assume.
In regard to tailoring work, as far as sewing and mending are concerned, it
has been going on in the institution for such of the boys as have desired to apply

themselves to it.
All this could have boen explained and shown to Mr. Morgan had he asked for
Had he visitad the workshops adjoining the institution he
it, but he did not.
would have seen that there are also ample facilities for blacksmithing and weaving, if we had the means to have those trades taught now as they were when we
had a contract for the school. Has now Mr. Morgan any right to find fault with
St. Catherine's for not teaching a number of trades, when he is the man who
prevented it by refusing to sign the contract as it was before ?
Query No. 2. "At that time the matron of the institution spoke no English, but
only Spanish, which was the common language of communication with the pupils.
Among themselves the pupils spoke little or no English. Will you tell
me what has been done in regard to this ? "
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Answer. At that time the matron of the institution was Mrs. King, the one
received Mr. Morgan at St. Catherine's, and she speaks no other language
but the English. The honorable Commissioner does not tell the truth here, and
in proof of it I have only to say that, on his own recommendation, the same lady
has been since appointed to the Santa Clara Pueblo school as Government teacher.
"Among themselves the pupils spoke little or no English." This is a gratuitous assertion on the part of Commissioner Morgan, because he had no opportunity of ascertaining what kind of language the pupils spoke among themselves.
As the Commissioner had not announced his visit, it happened that when he made
his appearance at St. Catherine's the pupils were enjoying a vacation day, and
that one-half of their number at least had been permitted to go to a feast at the
Tesuque Pueblo, about 9 miles distant. There were twenty-five or thirty around
the house, and those could have been gathered in a very short time by the ringing of the bell, but the Commissioner was in a great hurry and contented himHe
self with going hastily through the different rooms of the main building.
found two of the pupils studying in one of the class rooms, and asked of them to
read a few sentences from the book they had in their hands, put them some indifferent questions, and that is all he saw of the pupils of St. Catherine's.
Among themselves and out of the surveilance of their directors or teachers,
boys of the same tribe may use occasionally their native language, and this is
very natural, as Mr. Morgan can suppose it but the fact is, that either in the
schoolroom or anywhere else, when under the eyes of their instructors, they do
not use any but the English language. As to their proficiency in the use of this

who

;

tongue, it is recognized that when they are once started they progress as much
as children of any other nationality. In proof of it I would refer to the testimony of Mr. McKean, a special Government agent for Indian depredation claims,
who about four weeks ago. in company with a Government land agent, whose
name I can not recall now, spent one morning in St. Catherine's classrooms,
and manifested his astonishment at the standing of the pupils in the different
grades. The same, if necessary, can be certified to by the president of St.
Michael's College, this city, and many other competent persons who assisted at
a public examination of the pupils of St. Catherine's on the llth of March last.
You must have received copy of the Santa Fe Sun, expressing an opinion about
the said examination. Those who spoke of what they have seen can tell the
truth. Mr. Morgan speaks of what he has not seen, and this is the reason why
what he says is not true.
Query No. 3. "There were no facilities for heating the dining room, which was
consequently cold, cheerless, and unhealthy. What has been done to remedy
this?"

Answer. There were, as there have always been, facilities for heating the
dining room but the case is that this room receives heat enough from the adjoining kitchen without requiring any special heating apparatus in it. Otherwise the room is far from being cheerless and unhealthy, owing to its exposure
to the morning sun, and nobody, up to this date, has complained about it.
Indeed thus far, although epidemic diseases were not wanting in several parts of
the country, the inmates of St. Catherine's have enjoyed the blessing of good
health, as can be certified by Drs. Long will and Sloan, who are the physicians
of the institution.
No. 4. "Your attention is invited to the fact that the Government school at
Santa Fe, established by act of Congress prior to the present administration, is
now complete, in successful operation, and prepared to accommodate comfortably and properly train all the pupils now at St. Catherine's."
Answer. To this communication made to you by Mr. Morgan, I would beg leave
to answer by some questions, viz
(1) Does the honorable Commissioner think
that when a contract was given by the Government to the Bureau of Catholic
Indian Missions for conducting St. Catherine's Institution this contract was subject to the establishment of a Government school at Santa Fe ? No condition of
the kind was expressed in said contract, and really at that time, although the
sum of $25,000 had been appropriated by Congress for the building of an Indian
school at Santa Fe, nobody knew whether or not such institution could be established, owing to the difficulty of finding for it a location such as was required by
the Government. (2) Was the Government school intended for the Pueblo Indians ? If so, it was not only a mistake but a wrong calculation, because the
Pueblo Indians, being Catholics, do not want any but Catholic schools for the
education of their children. (3) Now, after five years of hard work, among difficulties of all kinds to get pupils, after incurring the expense of putting up large
and commodious .buildings for our institution, and when this institution is working successfully and is patronized by the Indians themselves, is it just and right
;
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should be broken up by the Indian Commissioner solely for the purpose
Government school ?
" The Government school at Santa Fe is now complete," says Mr. Morgan. I
think it is. "In successful operation." This can be said and believed in Washnot believed here in Santa
ington, but for your information I will say that this is
diffiFe, and for many reasons: (1) It is known here that it is only with great
and there a few pupils,
culty that the managers of that school can procure here
who, when brought here, take the first opportunity to run away. (2) That the
found
pupils are not taken care of properly at night, as some of them have been
in and put out of bad houses by Deputy Sheriff Perfecto Gonzales. (3) It is only
a couple of weeks ago that one of the officers of the Government school informed
me that all their efforts to get pupils from the pueblos were of no avail. He
told us that they had actually only thirty or thirty-two pupils, counting men,
women, and children of three Indian families they have as pupils and ten
Apaches who were sent to the school by superior authority. Really, if Mr. Morgan knows how things go on now in the Santa Fe Government school he is very
indulgent, to say the least, in saying that it is now in successful operation.
In closing, the Commissioner plainly states that he will be unwilling to sign a
new contract for St. Catherine's School until after the Government school is
Then he goes on to say:
filled.
If those in charge of St. Catherine School, instead of opposing the Government school, will,
in connection with the priests in the pueblos, cooperate with the Government heartily, there
will be no difficulty whatever in filling the Government school to its utmost capacity and also

that

it

of securing- pupils for the

filling St. Catherine's.

These few words involve two different things (1) That those in charge of St.
Catherine's and the priests in the pueblos are opposing the Government school
at Santa Fe, and (2) that if they repent and work for the filling of the Government school at the expense of St. Catherine's, then the Commissioner will be
benevolent enough to sign a contract in behalf of this last one.
To the first, I have to say that neither those in charge of St. Catherine's nor
the priests in the pueblos have made any direct opposition to the Government
school. Had they done so, the Government institution would not have a single
pupil from the pueblos, except those who are there now for the sake of a livelihood, like the three Indian families I have spoken of who are there as pupils
do not attack we are the attacked in
and with a salary at the same time.
the war Mr. Morgan is waging against the religion of our Pueblo Indians, and
what we are doing is only to protect the rights of thosa Indians as regards their
faith and that of their children.
The Government teachers are daily canvassing the pueblos with the Indian
agent, trying to get pupils through intimidation, telling the Indians that they
must not expect protection from the Government if they do not send their children to the Santa Fe Government school. In fact, under this pretext, the
agent has already refused to act for the Indians of Taos, San Juan, and San
Ildefonso, in the difficulties they haye with their neighbors for the quiet possession of their lands. As an example of the dealings of the Government
officers here with the Indians, I subjoin a letter just received by Father Antonio, the superintendent of St. Catherine's School, from the Santo Domingo In:

1

We

;

dians.

Harassed and frightened by the menaces of these men, speaking in the name
Government, the Indians come to us and ask if really they will be punished
for not sending their children to schools which they consider as opposed to their
religious convictions. Of course our answer is that the Government has neither
the right nor the intention to interfere with their religion, and that they must
pay no attention to the threats of subalterns, whose position depends upon the
success they may have in the proselytizing work committed to their care. Is
that opposing the Government institutions ? Not directly, indeed, but on acof the

count of the religious principles therein taught, which principles are in opposition to the religion the Indians have professed for over two centuries and which
they earnestly wish to be the religion of their children.
Second. If those in charge of St. Catherine's and the priests in the Pueblos
were willing to work, collecting pupils for the Santa Fe Government school, this
being filled to its utmost, Commissioner Morgan would be inclined to sign a contract for St. Catherine's. In other words, if we were willing to give to Mr.
Morgan what we have got at the price of several years of hard work, he would
have the kindness to give us a chance to commence again. Evidently, the Commissioner is not aware of the motives by which we are actuated in our action in
regard to the Indians. He ignores the fact that it is through conviction that we
work for their interest, either material or spiritual, and that no promise, no
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matter how advantageous

it may be, will induce us to fail to our conscience and
duty.
In my opinion, as long as the Santa Fe Government school is intended for the
education of the Pueblo Indians, it will be a failure. The Catholic Indians do
not want it, and it is only by dint of money and menaces that some may be induced to avail themselves of it. If the Commissioner really desires the education of the Indians, why does he not try to get pupils from the Moquis, the
Navajoes, and other tribes which have no schools, instead of turning his efforts
towards tho destruction of institutions already established and in successful
operation in the Pueblos? It maybe that the intentions of Mr. Morgan are
right, but, taking things as they are, his action in regard to our schools looks,
in the opinion of all fair-minded people, as a religious persecution.
It is difficult, I know, to collect pupils from the tribes I have just mentioned,
but it is not impossible. It is only a question of time and persevering efforts,
just as it has been for us to get pupils from the Pueblos for St. Catherine's and
for Bernalillo.

Yours, truly,

Very Rev.

J. B. SALPOINTE,
Archbishop of Santa F6.

A. STEPHAN,
Bureau Catholic Indian Missions, Washington, D. C.

J.

Director

[Translation.]

SANTO DOMINGO, April w, 1891.
To-day, without expecting him, Agent Segura arrived here, accompanied by
a Mr. McCarthy, and immediately ordered me to call a meeting of all the May ores of the Pueblo.
He declared to us that he came here to prove to us that we were obliged to send our children
to Santa F6 to the Government school.
We then told him we had a school here, and that we had some children at the bishop's school
in Santa Fe\ Segura then became angry and said that that school was established by the
bishop and not by the Government, and he told us that as we did not wish ta comply with his
orders that he was going to abandon us, and that he would not. do anything for us in whatever
circumstances we might need his services. He then left, very much displeased.
Now we don't know what to think of that, and we desire to get some instruction from you.
In case the agent's threats prove to be effective, and in case that we should have need of his
services, to whom should we apply for assistance in our grievances ?
Waiting for a prompt answer,

MY DEAR SIR

Your

:

friends,

Josfc

And
Eev. Father ANTONIO.

ATENCIO CAL.ABASA, Governor,
the Mayores.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, July 31, 1891.
the 9th of May, 189J, Rev. P. L. Chappelle, vice president of
the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions, transmitted to this office your communication of April 16, 1891, addressed to Very Rev. J. A. Stephan, director Bureau
Catholic Indian Missions.
I have read and re-read this communication, and beg leave to ask that you
will re-read the office copy of the same, which undoubtedly you retained.
lean
hardly bring myself to the conclusion that you intended to write just such a
letter, or that you will, on reviewing it, still insist upon the positions there taken

DEAR

SIR:

On

by you.
Let me in all kindliness ask your attention to the misapprehension which runs
through the entire communication regarding myself and my motives.
On page 2 you accuse me of telling an untruth, having reference to the statement which I made that the " matron of the institution spoke no English, but
only Spanish." I understood from Mrs. King, who made the statement to me in
the hotel in Santa Fe, that she, Mrs. King, was seamstress, if I remember rightly,
and that the person to whom she alluded as speaking no English was matron. I
still think I was correctly informed.
On page 3, with reference to my statement that the " pupils speak little or no
"
"
English you say, This is a gratuitous assertion on the part of Commissioner
Morgan." I reply that the statement was made upon the testimony of Mrs,
King, whose word I had no reason whatever to doubt.
8397 I A
11

162

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

On page 4 you dispute my statement point blank with reference to facilities
for heating the dining room. I asked Father Jouvenceau what facilities he had
for heating the dining room and he replied, "None," and I certainly saw none in

the room. Your statement that the room can be heated from the adjoining
kitchen I do not regard as meeting the criticism at all.
do not attack; we are the attacked in the war Mr,
On page 6 you assert, "
Morgan is waging against the religion of our Pueblo Indians.'' And elsewhere
in your communication you assume apparently that the object of the Government in establishing national schools among the Pueblos is to destroy the Catholic faith of the Indians, and therefore I, in carrying out that policy, am bent

We

upon religious persecution.

I certainly would have
I hardly know how to reply to a statement of this kind.
supposed that you understood that the public-school system of the country is designed primarily for the preparation of children for the duties of citizenship,
and it is no part of the work of the public-school system to propagate any particular creed. If the work done in these public schools interferes with the faith
of any of the pupils, whether Protestant or Catholic, it is incidental and constitutes no part of the work of these institutions.
To reiterate what I have already said, the object of the Government and of
those charged with the administration of Indian education by means of public
schools is not in any sense to interfere with the religious belief of the pupils for
whom the school is established, and your, assumption that in carrying out the
work of establishing Government schools and rendering the whole Government
system efficient I am aiming at the destruction of the faith of Catholics is entirely without foundation and without reason.
Let us now ask your attention especially to the statement made by you on
page 5, namely
Was the Government school (at Santa F6) intended for Pueblo Indians ? If so, it was not
only a mistake but a wrong calculation, because Pueblo Indians, being Catholics, do not want
.

:

any but Catholic schools for the education of their children.
This presents in very striking words the whote matter of controversy between
you, as the representative of the Roman Catholic Church, and the Commissioner
You assume that
of Indian Affairs, as the representative of the Government.
the Pueblo Indians are Catholics, and that they do not wish any but Catholic
schools, and that the establishment of a Government school among them is not
only distasteful to them but does them great wrong.
Father Jouvenceau, when here the other day, in answer to my question as to
whether he had used any influence against the Government school, replied in
substance, "No, Mr. Commissioner, not directly; I have simply said, when I
have visited the Pueblos, to the Indians, You are Catholics and mine is a
"
Catholic school, and you ought to send your children to my school.
This same doctrine, if I correctly interpret it, runs through the whole of your
'

'

communication on which I am now commenting.
It would seem from this that you can not find it consistent with your position
to cooperate with the Government in the establishing and maintenance of Government schools for the Pueblo Indians. On the other hand, you seem to feel
that it is obligatory upon you, as a good Catholic and as an archbishop charged
with the spiritual welfare of these Pueblo Indians, to oppose, in the interests of
religion, any and all efforts towards the establishment and maintenance of Government schools within your diocese.
I will not at the present time argue with you as to your rights and privileges
and duty as a churchman to use your influence with your own parishioners in advising and controlling them with reference to the education of their children.
I will not even raise the point how far you are at liberty as an American citizen to oppose, directly or indirectly, the work of the United States Government
when it is attempting to establish for thess people a system of school which
shall prepare them in future for the duties of citizenship. I ask your attention in
passing, however, to the fact that the training which these people have had in the
past has utterly failed to fit them for the demands made upon them by the exigencies of modern life, and that unless something is done speedily in the way of
improving the education of the young, especially in giving them an industrial
training, they must continue, as they have long been, in a semilethargic condition, making little progress in civilization, and more and more threatened with
disaster from the stronger civilization that is surging about them.
I come farther now to a point to which I wish to ask your very special consideration, and it is this: If the St. Catherine's school and the other schools that have
been carried on under contract with the Government are strictly Catholic
schools, designed for the propagation of the Catholic faith, I do not quite see
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on what ground you can ask that they be supported by public funds. I do not
believe that it is the work of the National Government, under any conceivable
circumstances, to support out of public moneys an institution, of whatever nature,
which has for its limited aim the propagation of any sectarian creed And if your
schools are designed for that, and if you appeal to the Indians to patronize them,
and to patronize them exclusively on the ground that they are distinctively
Catholic, and that they are in so far antagonistic to the Government schools,
then I think you ought in consistency to appeal to your own people for charitable
contributions for the sustaining of these schools as missionary enterprises, and
that you should withdraw at once all claim upon the Government for public funds
for the carrying on of this church work.
But I go farther, and I submit that in so far as you are receiving from the public Treasury public moneys for the support of distinctly, mission or church schools,
having for their specific aim the propagation of your particular creed, you are
debarred from any active opposition, direct or indirect, to the broader work attempted for these Indians by the Government. If the schools that you are maintaining at Government expense are to be used as agencies against the Government which supports them, and for the hindrance of the workfof the Government
in its own schools, then I think that any fair-minded man would say that the Government, simply in self-defense, will be obliged to withdraw from those schools
every dollar contributed for their support. It certainly is asking a great deal
to solicit aid from the Government for mission work, and it goes entirely beyond
the bounds of reason when the institutions thus supported are turned as agencies
against the Government to hinder or prevent the work in which it is engaged.
I submit to you these propositions
First. The Government of the United States has entered upon the work of esstablishing and maintaining a system of Government schools for the education
of the Indians, and these schools are being pushed with energy and the Government is committed to their defense.
Second. That the Government not only has the right to do this but is under
strong obligations to do it.
Third. That the Government will protect these institutions against any unwarranted interferencs with their work and it can not be expected that.the Government will quietly allow the enemies of these national institutions to interfere
with their work without interposing an objection and, if necessary, a protecting
arm.
Fourth. It is not to be expected that the Government will
pay out of the nationalJTreasury for the establishing and maintaining of institutions of any kind
in the Indian country, when it is boldly avowed by those having these institutions in charge that they have the exclusive right to that work, and that they
look with disfavor upon the work of the Government in national schools, and
that they are to determine (1) the legitimate work of the Government institutions, and (2) what means they will regard as fair for interfering with the op.

:

eration of these national institutions.
On July 7 I went out of my way somewhat to address you a kindly letter, asking your attention to some of these points, and requesting from you a statement
of your views in order that I might find, if possible, some common ground on
which we could stand in the prosecution of the work of education of the Pueblo
Indians. To this communication I have received no reply.
On July 6 I forwarded to the Indian agent at Santa Fe,*Jose Segura, contracts
in quintuplicate for 50 pupils for the year to come at St. Catherine's school.
Under date of July 14 the agent returned these contracts to me with the statement
:

presented the contract

made in

quintuplicate for St. Catherine's Industrial Boarding School
to Bishop Salpointe, who has control of the school above mentioned, and he said he could not
sign the contract for the reason of so small an average being allowed: that he would communicate with the honorable Commissioner direct and further explain why the average allowed as
per the contract is not sufficient.
I

On July 17 Father Antonio Jouvenceau filed in this office a communication asking for 100 pupils for the year to come, in which he stated
Fourth. That the authorities of St. Catherine's school will use no unfair means to weaken
:

the legitimate efficiency of the

Dawes

Institute.

The above statement, quoted from the communication of Father Jouvenceau,
is not at all satisfactory to me.
If he is to define what is meant by "unfair
means," and especially if he is to define what he regards as the "legitimate
efficiency of the Dawes Institute," in the line of your statement that the Dawes
Institute has no right to exist, because you assume it to be antagonistic to the
faith of the Indians, then of course it could not be otherwise than that there

-
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should be constant friction between the St. Catherine's school and the Dawes Institute, and between those engaged in the Government service and those engaged in the service of your church schools.
I wish to ask your attention once more to the almost entire lack of proper faThe evidence on this, subcilities for industrial education at St. Catherine's.
mitted by inspectors and special agents, confirmed by the observation of the Assistant Commissioner and myself, is conclusive. And besides this, in a conference between the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the vice-president and
secretary of the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions it was admitted that the
facilities for industrial training had not been good, and that the bureau had not
fulfilled its contract with the Government in that respect.
I have written this not with the view of provoking controversy, not with the
view of stirring up feeling, not with the view of embarrassing you, but with the
view of laying before you' fully the merits of the case as they appear to me, in
order that if contract is made for the education of pupils at Government expense
in St. Catherine's School at Santa Fe, it may be known distinctly what the views
of the office are regarding the relation of that school and the Government school
at Santa Fe.
With this statement I am prepared to say that if I can have your personal assurance that St. Catherine's School is prepared to take proper care of 100 pupils,
and to provide them with satisfactory industrial training, and that none but
English-speaking employes will be kept in its service, and if I can have from
you any satisfactory statement in reference to the attitude that you will assume
toward the Government schools, I will grant to the superintendent of St. Catherine's, or to the officer immediately in charge of the school, a contract for 100
pupils.

In conclusion, allow me te ask your attention to this fact that the Government
school at Carlisle, where a considerable number of Pueblo youth have been
educated, was established in 1879 that the Government school at Albuquerque
for the special benefit of the Pueblos was established in 1884, although the
school was not conducted by the Government until a later period (1886); that
Dawes' Institute at Santa Fe, also specially instituted for the Pueblos, was
created by law before I entered upon my position, and that consequently I am
in no wise responsible for the effort of the Government to establish and maintain Government institutions for thesi people. Any opposition therefore to
tfiese schools on your part, or on the part of others, is not opposition to me nor
to the present administration of the Indian Office, nor to the present administration of the Government but it is in opposition to the established polioy of the
United States, and must be regarded as such.
Respectfully,
T. J. MORGAN, Commissioner.
Rev. J. B. SALPOINTE,
Archbishop of Santa Fe, Santa Fe, N.Mex.
;

;

ARCHEPISCOPAL RESIDENCE,
Santa Fe, N. Mex., May 31, 1891.
have the pleasure to communicate to you the opinion of an
official of the Government, Mr. Shields, assistant prosecuting attorney of the
State, as to whether or not the Indians of the pueblos of New Mexico are obliged

MY DEAR SIRS

:

I

to send their children to the Government schools. The aforesaid attorney writes
to the Secretary of the Interior in substance as follows
:

I am of the opinion that until Congress takes some action upon this parno one can oblige the Indians to give preference to other schools, that they
may take advantage of the Government schools for the education of their children.
That is to say, that the Indians of the pueblos of Now Mexico are free to choose
among the schools that are given them, the ones that suit them the best for the
education of their children, and that the resistance that they ma$e to those who
through threats and promises wished to take their children to their schools has
been a just resistance; and for this I give them my congratulations.
They have used their rights as fathers of families and as Christians. They
have shown that the instruction they seek for their children is the instructions
that is given in the Catholic schools.
Your attentive servant in the Lord,
J. B. SALPOINTE,
Archbishop of Santa Fe.
To the governor, tlie principal men, and neighbors of the Pueblo of Ildefonso.

HONORABLE

SIR:

ticular subject,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, August 15, 1892.
SiR: I am in receipt of your favor of July 19. You inform me in that that you
will return to Santa Fe about the middle of August. As that time is now at
hand, I write you.
In reference to the school at Isleta, you say that when you called upon me in
New York I informed you that I would not give you a contract for that school,
and " that without giving you any reason for such refusal." In reply to this let
me ask your attention to the fact, which may have escaped your knowledge, however, that the offics had already given official notification of the annulment of
the contract for the school at Isleta and the reasons for its action.
Now as to the grave matter of the removal of pupils from the Government
school at Albuqurque on a writ of habeas corpus, you say
I did not instigate the legal proceedings to which you refer, but before I left Santa F6 I
learned that some Indians of Isleta intended to sue for writs of habeas corpus, as Mr. Creager
:

was, so they said, detaining illegally their children against their will. If such be the case, I
cannot see any wrong done in instituting such proceedings or in the court granting the writ.

From this appears, first, that you knew of the proposed effort to remove the
children from the school by process of law; and second, that the action meets
with your fullest approval.
Now, I do not think it necessary at this time to do anything more than to
state very clearly the matter as it presents itself to my mind.
(1) It is well known that the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico have been declared by the courts of the Territory to be citizens of the United States, and,
although this office holds that they are not strictly such, the question is still an
unsettled one, and it is possible that if the matter was carried into the courts it
might be determined that the United States is not authorized to compel the
attendance of their children at school. Whatever their political status is, however, they are Indians and are greatly in need of the kind of training that shall
fit them to coniDete with the white civilization by which they are surrounded
and the necessity for this training increases year by year. They are not likely
to get this training from the public schools of New Mexico, .vhich are as yet in
their infancy, because of their lack of knowledge of the English language and
their want of appreciation of the value of education, the public prejudice against
them, and the poverty of the Territory. For these reasons, therefore, it is very
desirable that they should have the advantages of the education provided for
them by the Government.
Now if they are citizens and claim exemption from Government control because they are citizens, and refuse to allow their children to be sent to the Government schools for this reason and withdraw them on the ground that they
alone will determine whether they will send them to school or not, then of
course it would seem to follow that they have no claims whatever upon the
Government for the education of their children. In other words, if they refuse
to accept of the great boon of education freely and generously offered to them
by the Government and deny that the Government has any control over
them on the ground that they are citizens, then of course they are estopped
from demanding of the Government that it shall pay the expense of the education of their children when they send them to private or contract schools.
(2) The law expressly authorizes compulsory attendance, but I have not been
willing to attempt to enforce that law with reference to the Pueblo Indians, because I felt that it was, on the whole, preferable that it should be largely a matter of choice with them.
(3) The Government has established two large schools, one at Albuquerque
and one at Santa Fe. for the special benefit of the Pueblo Indians. When I
came into the office I found both of these schools already authorize^ and one in
successful operation. My work, therefore, has been to more thoroughly equip
them and to see to it that the Indians had all the benefit that could be derived
from them. The Government is thus offering gratuitously the inestimable advantages of these training schools to the Pueblo Indians, hoping thereby to prepare them for that citizenship the practical duties of which will no doubt speedily
devolve upon them. It is every way desirable that they should bs encouraged
to avail themselves of the privileges offered by these two schools.
(4) Both these schools have met with very serious opposition in their endeavors to procure pupils from the pueblos. This opposition has been both
direct and indirect, and has come very largely from the priests in the pueblos,
and especially from the head of the Catholic school at Santa Fe. This school,
under your special direction, draws its support mainly, if not entirely, from the
Treasury of the United States.
;

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

166

(5) In previous correspondence I have urged upon Archbishop Salpointe the
considerations that there are more pupils in need of an. education among the
Pueblo Indians than can possibly be accommodated at both the Government
schools and the contract schools, and have asked that the opposition to the Government schools on the part of the priests might cease and that there may be
harmonious coSperation between the contract schools under your direction, and
all those interested in Catholic instruction, and the Government schools.
I have insisted that it was not proper for you, representing the Catholic Church,
to expect that the Government would contribute largely from the public Treasury to the support of distinctly Catholic schools while those connected with
them were actively engaged in the effort to interfere with the work of the Gov-

ernment schools.

now

(6) It

transpires that the priest at Isleta called his people together,

made

most serious charges, which I believe to be false, against the school at Albuquerque, and not only advised them to remove their children but threatened
them that if they did not do it he would visit upon them his direst ecclesiastical
penalties. Influenced by his directions, they accepted the proffered services of
Mr. Marron, a Catholic attorney, and appealed to the court to restore them their
children. I did not care to contest the" matter in the courts, and allowed them
to be taken.

This action, under the circumstances, I feel was not only entirely unwarranted,
but, if allowed to stand, will necessarily work great damage to the Pueblo Indians.
It will not necessarily injure the school at Albuquerque, because it will be a comparatively easy matter to fill that school full to its utmost capacity with children drawn from the Pimas and elsewhere. It will, however, work to the great
disadvantage of the Pueblo Indians by taking from them the training that they
could receive at this well-conducted Government institution.
I hardly expect, in view of the spirit in which your letter seems to have been
written, that you will accept of the suggestion which 1 am about to make, and
It is that those children who
yet I offer it in all sincerity and earnestness
have been removed from the school at Albuquerque be at once returned to the
school, and I respectfully request you to use your authority to see that it shall
:

be done at once.

Very

respectfully,

T. J.

MORGAN,
Commissioner.

Rt. Rev. P. L. CHAPPELKE,
Coadjutor Bishop of Santa Fe, Santa Fe, N. Mex.

KEAM'S CANON, ARIZONA.
REAM'S CANON, ARIZONA, September
SIR

l,

1892.

you have already been informed, I dismissed school on the 9th of July
for vacation, allowing 102 children to go home, on the distinct promise of each
parent that his child should be brought back to school on the 27th day of August. On the 27th 78 of them arrived on the 30th I brought in 7, whose mothers
objected for trivial reasons to having them return, and 3 others came in who
were simply tardy for good reasons, not intending to retain their children, so
that now we have 88 in school.
All the children now retained (14) are in Oreiba, and are the children of the
hostile party. My policemen say that their parents talk very badly, and say
that their children shall not come to school. I have been very particular to
find, if possible, any dissatisfaction with the school, as a school, or any complaints
which might arise from any wrongs or mismanagement in the school, but have
not been able to find even the slightest trace of any complaint against the school
:

A.S

;

as such.
I believe that these men are doing this for the sole purpose of showing their
opposition to the Government, as the reports seem to indicate that the children

themselves want to come back, and that they will not give them up without
trouble.

The other Indians report that they have sent two men to Fort Wingate to see
their old medicine man, and see how soon he is going to return home with those
soldiers, as he sent them word he would do when the other prisoners were sent
home They seem to have implicit faith in anything which this old fellow may
tell them.
There is a possibility that the school could be filled from others, but
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these children have been in school now a year ancl a half, and the money thus
far spent on them would be lost, as well as the disarrangement of the classes.
But by far the greatest loss would be the effect (Hi the whole tribe.

When the honorable Commissioner was here with Gen. McCook, they both told
these Indians that their children must be educated and that was backed up with
force, and those who have been 'the best friends to the Government since then
are those who believed that the Government meant just what those two officers
told them, and if these men are now allowed to defy the Government in this way,
AltoI have little hopes of getting' others in the place of the ones held out.
gether it involves too much for my presumptive authority, and I most respectfully
refer the matter to your office.
Very

respectfully,

RALPH

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

P. COLLINS,
Superintendent.

Washington, D. C.

INDIAN RESERVATIONS IN

NEW

YORK.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, October

1,

1892.

SIR I have the honor to acknowledge receipt, by your reference of the 24th ultimo of a communication from the Executive Mansion of September 21, forwarding for your reading a letter received by the President through the Attorney-General from Rev. H. Gabriels, bishop of Ogdensburg, addressed to Mr. E.
O'Brien, of Washington. D. C., dated September 2, 1892, wherein he complains
of a great wrong being "done to our Catholic Indians of the St. Francis Regis
"
Reservation in the State of New York." He states that although these children are Stafa Indians, agents of the United States Indian Department bring
their children to the Franklin Institute in Pennsylvania to educate them at the
expense of the General Government, which has nothing "to do With them that
perversion from
they will be there brought up as Protestants," and that this
" and he
their religion seems to be the principal aim of Mr. Morgan;
asks, "is
it possible that the present Administration wishes to go on record as a proselyting power among unprotected Indians, and this with money unlawfully used for
the purpose ? "
In compliance with your directions for " report upon the facts, and particularly the circumstances under which the pupils were taken, whether by consent
of parents or otherwise," I, on the same date, wrote to the superintendent of the
Lincoln Intitution (the school evidently meant by the Franklin Institute named
in the letter of Bishop Gabriels) for a full report of all the facts and especially
as to whether any children were taken away from the reservation without the
consent of their parents. I inclose herewith a copy.of the reply of Mrs. Mary
McHenry Cox, the superintendent, which is full and complete, and shows that
the children were taken at the urgent solicitation of their parents and those interested in their welfare, with a full knowledge of the character of the school.
I am also in receipt by the same mail of a letter dated Philadelphia, Pa., September 29, 1892, from Alexander Ransom, one of the pupils taken into the school
in 1884, and who has two sisters and a brother there now, confirming the statements made in the report of Mrs. Cox, to which letter particular attention is
:

;

invited.

Some

New York

Indians were allowed to be taken into the Lincoln
shown by the reply made by Mrs. Cox; but subsequently
it was held that inasmuch as these New York Indians are self-supporting and
have schools provided for them by the State of New York, no other children
of these

Institution in 1884, as

would b3 allowed to be gathered from there and placed in schools at the expense
of the United States Government
as the appropriations for Indian education
were not adequate to provide for a very large number of pupils of the Indian
population wholly dependent upon the United States Government for school
accommodations and facilities. Commissioner Morgan, however, has given
this matter very careful consideration and has strongly urged that the children
of these New York Indians be admitted, as they desire and have requested, to the
privileges of the schools supported in whole or in part by the United States and
located conveniently to them. He has insisted that, although the State of New
York does provide a system of common schools for her Indians, the education
[given in these day schools on reservations, while of value, is not sufficient, arid
;

.

i
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the need of systematic industrial training and of the social and home training
which can be given only in the boarding schools, is manifest. He has recently
visited at least a portion of the reservation in the State of New York, and has
been strengthened thereby in his convictions upon the subject. Prominent
individuals of New York State and elsswhere interested in the welfare of these
Indians have likewise urged this matter upon the Department, and after full
consideration thereof, the Commissioner was informed by Department letter of
May 2, 1892, of the Secretary's concurrence in his conclusions "that it would be
wise to give the New York Indian youth the chance they and their friends so
very greatly desire, since the conditions upon which the former authority for
this purpose was declined have greatly changed."
Permission was accordingly given to the superintendent of the Lincoln Institution in Philadelphia, to the Hampton Institute of Virginia, contract
schools, and to the United States Industrial Training School at Carlisle, Pa., to
take children from among thess New York Indians to those schools. This office
has not inquired, nor has it heretofore been informed whether the Indians of the
St. Regis Reservation, all or any portion of them, belong to the Catholic Church
Since the question of their religion has not entered into the consideration of
the subject at all, it seems hardly worth while to notice the allegation that the
children taken into these schools "will be brought up as Protestants," and that
" this
perversion from their religion seems to be the principal aim of Mr. Morgan;" and in view of the facts contained in this report and the accompanying
papers, it does not seem necessary to make any further answer to the question
which the bishop propounds, namely
Is it possible that the present Administration wishes to go on record as a proselyting power
among unprotected Indians, and this with money unlawfully used for the purpose ?
The Carlisle school is a Government training school, and the pupils therein
are permitted and urged to attend the church to which they or their parents
belong or adhere. The Catholics go to the Catholic Church, and are carried
thither by school conveyance; and so with others belonging to other churches.
The Hampton Institute and the Lincoln Institution are contract schools, provided for by special provisions made by Congress in the Indian appropriation
act. It is not known to this office that the Lincoln Institution is engaged in
making Protestants of all the pupils cared for in it, and it will be seen that the
directress of that school wholly and fully denies that such is the purpose of that
school, and the facts presented seem to fully support her statements. That contract school certainly is not more open to the charge of seeking to enroll its pupils as members of the communion to which its representatives belong, than
other contract schools. If, however, it should be claimed and insisted that contract schools are conducted with that as their ulterior purpose, I do not think
that the bishop has any room to complain, for it is shown by the records of this
office that from and including the year 1886 to the present year, the total amount
of Government funds covered by contracts made with various church denominations and others for the education of Indian children is $3,767,951, of which
the contracts with the Catholics covered $2,366,416, or nearly two-thirds of the
whole sum. The papers referred by you are herewith returned.
,

.

:

Very respectfully,
R. V. BELT,
Acting Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

LINCOLN INSTITUTION, INDIAN DEPARTMENT,
324 SOUTH ELEVENTH STREET,
Philadelphia, September 23, 1892.

DEAR SIR: Yours of September 24, inclosing letters from Private Secretary
E. W. Halford and the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Ogdensburg in reference to the Mohawk Indians now pupils of our school, was received. On January 29, 1884, Hon.
H. Price, then Commissioner on Indian Affairs, wrote us, saying that a Mr.
Thomas P. Wilson, connected with the Department of Justice in Washington,
had visited the St. Regis Reservation and was so shocked with the total ignorance and poverty of the Indians there, that he made a strong appeal to the
Secretary of the Interior to allow them to be sent to school. Mr. Price asked if
we would receive some of these people. Again, Mr. Price writes on date of 5th
" Can
of March, 1884
you receive six girls from St. Regis at the usual rate ?"
We replied we would. On March 18, 1884, Mr. Wilson aforesaid arrived at our
school with seven girls from St. Regis, with authority from Commissioner Price
:
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admit them. The question of religion was never asked by us, nor do I
think by Mr. Wilson. The parents of these children were so much pleased at
the education they were receiving that they wrote urging upon us and the Commissioner to be allowed to send more children.
In August of the same year we received authority from the Department to colMr. Cox
lect as many more of these Mowhawks as we desired to fill our quota.
and myself went to St. Regis and brought back seven girls and seventeen boys,
made it distinctly underwith the full and free consent of their parents.
stood that our school was a Protestant one. The priest at that time, I believe,
tried to influence the parents not to send them. Alexander Ransom, a boy of
Then he decided
22, hesitated for two days about coming to a Protestant school.
to come, as did his sister and cousin. Every one of the parents were distinctly
told all about our school and its rules, especially in regard to the religious training. One of the girls, Emma La Fort, was the daughter of a Methodist minister,
for us to

1

We

an Indian.
Eleven of these girls have returned home, and thirteen of the boys, twentyfour in all. Alexander Ransom, the young man who hesitated to come on account of the school being a Protestant one, was discharged May^ 14, 1890, having learned the trade ol harness making is married to a white woman, an
Episcopalian, is supporting his wife and child well, and lives In this city. He
was here last Sunday with his little child, and thanked us for bringing his sisters
here to school, and said he would never take his wife back to St. Regis to see
the poverty and ignorance there. He is a member of the Episcopal Church.
John Thomas has been discharged this year, is a journeyman shoemaker, and
intends remaining in this city. I do not know whether he is a Roman Catholic
or Protestant. In regard to the twenty-four who have returned to St. Regis,
every one of them now attend the Roman Catholic Church. We have newer attempted to proselyte them. The difference in religion is never alluded to. While
in the school they must adhere to its rules. Religious discussions are not permitted. Pi-otestaats send their children to Roman Catholic schools to be educated. Why should Indian parents not be allowed the same rights ?
In regard to the pupils received this year from St. Regis, the question of religion was never asked. Many of them were the brothers, sisters, and cousins of
those who had been at our school before. The remark of Bishop Gabriels about
Commissioner Morgan is extremely unjust. I do not think Gen. Morgan knew
whether the St. Regis Indians were Romanists or Protestants. The question
of religion I know never influenced him in his public duties, and I think it very
unfair and unwise for our Roman Catholic friends to make such assertions that
can be so easily refuted. I visited St. Regis myself this summer, and Thomas
Ransom, a strong Roman Catholic, the chief clerk, said there are at least fifty
more children whose parents want to send them to Lincoln Institution. Other
schools had sent agents there to collect children, but could get none; the parents
wished them to go where the other children had been.
About four years ago, all the St. Regis chiefs and prominent men sent a petition
to the House of Representatives, through the member from their district, asking
that their children might be sent to Lincoln Institution to school. The attention
of the House was called to the fact that not one of these men could write'; all made
their mark. I shall write myself to Bishop Gabriels, and call his attention to
the fact that theso pupils come here for secular education, not for the purpose
of proselyting, as can be proved by the returned pupils, who can testify that religious differences were never alluded to, and their returning at once to the
Romanist communion proves this assertion to be true.
I inclose you copy of a letter received by us March 18, 1886, from the two principal
chiefs of the tribe, Alexander Chubb and Thomas Ransom, both very strong
Roman Catholics. Ransom collected all the children received by us this year.
Another man, a Roman Catholic, came to see me, and pleaded for us to receive
his son. Our number was full, but we could not resist his earnest request, and
brought his boy on, and will support him ourselves until we have a vacancy.
The St. Regis Indians are no more Stats Indians than the Sioux who live in
Dakota. Mr. Lewis, who collected them, is not an agent of the United States,
but was admitted some years ago into the Mohawk tribe, so is an Indian himself.
I inclose you a letter from one of the Mohawk girls. Alexander Ransom has
just
been here and says he will write you himself, and will get his father, who is one
;

men of the tribe, to write also.
Trusting this explanation will be satisfactory,
Yours, respectfully,

of the chief

I

remain,

MARY MCHENRY

Cox,

Directoress of Lincoln Institittion.

Hon. R. V. BELT, Acting Commissioner.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA., September 29, 1892.
September 24, also one from Bishop Gabriels. She has also read me her reply. I am the son of one of the headmen of my tribe. I came
to Lincoln Institution August 29, 1884, with Mrs. Cox and 24 other Mohawk Indians. I was told,
as was also all the parents of the children, that Lincoln Institution was a Protestant school. I
hesitated about coming, but my father and I decided it was best for me to get a good education,
as all our people were ignorant: so I came and also my sister and cousin. I most earnestly protest against any interference of any bishop or priest with the Mohawk Indians in regard to
their being educated. I want to have all who can come to Lincoln Institution to do so. It is a
first-class school, and I never knew of any one trying to influence any of the children against
the Roman Catholic Church. I became an Episcopalian, because after I could read English I
understood more and preferred that church. I trust you will not be influenced by any one to
send my people's children back. I have two sisters and one brother who came on this July. I
know my father would be grieved for them to be sent back, so would all the parents of other
children. Hoping my letter will receive due consideration, I remain,
Most respectfully yours,
ALEXANDER RANSOM.

DEAR

SIR: Mrs.

Cox has showed me your

letter of

Hon. R. V. BELT,
Acting Commissioner.

LINCOLN INSTITUTION, INDIAN DEPARTMENT,
324

SOUTH ELEVENTH STREET,

Philadelphia, September 27, 1892.

MY DEAR MRS. Cox

:

came to Lincoln Institution on August 29, 1884, and have been there
I came with the consent of my parents
they know the Lincoln was a
I couldn't neither read, write, or speak English when I come. I can do
I

ever since, eight years.
Protestant institute.
all now and for several years past.
During the eight years I have been in this school no one had ever attempted in any way to influence me against the Rome Catholic Church. I have, of course, been under the rules and
The children from St. Regis who have returned home every one of
teachings of the school.
them now attend the Rome Catholic Church. I paid a visit during my vacation this year to
my home, and was grieved to find that my people had not advanced one bit in education since
1 had been away. I do not recall one boy or girl, man or woman, that I saw, when at home,
except those who had been educated at Lincoln Institiition, that could read or write or speak
English. Ourpeopleare very poor and will never be able to do better themselves unless they are
educated. I am a dressmaker and hope before long to be able to support myself. I must stay
in Philadelphia, for if I return home I shall be as poor as the rest of my people. I brought on
with me 14 children, 5 girls, 9 boys, September 1st of this year. The parents of all these children knew that Lincoln was a Protestant school and gave their consent to their children coming then.
;

From MARY LAURENT.

Mohawk,

St.

Regis Reservation.

HOGANSBURG, FRANKLIN COUNTY, N. Y., March 24, 1886.
"We the chiefs and clerk of the St. Regis Indian tribe feel grateful for your
kind sympathy in educating our dear children who are now attending Lincoln Institution in

MY DEAR MADAM:

your

We

city.

By

the chiefs

can not consistently withhold our gratitude for so great a kindness you have manifested
to their minds. Trusting that you may continue educating our dear children, which has never
occurred so before that we can think of in days that's gone by.
Hoping you will not soon forget our gratitude for your kindness, all we ask is to have you
continue in so doing it.
Very truly yours,

ALEXANDER (his xmark) CHUBB
THOMAS (his x mark) RANSOM.

IN GENERAL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, November 30, 1892.
15th of June last I laid before you the facts in reference to the
resistance offered by the Indians at Port Hall Reservation to the agent, who was
endeavoring to secure children for the Government reservation boarding school,
and asked that a small body of soldiers might be sent there to strengthen his
hands and maintain his authority in the discharge of his duty. On the 21st
you replied, declining to lay the matter before the President, and saying that
"It will be best, I think, for you not to apply for a military force in the future.

SIR

:

On the

You will have to strengthen your police force, in which I will assist
you to the utmost extent, and thus enforce the law."
Acting in obedience to your command, I have endeavored to carry out your
orders regarding the enforcement of the compulsory laws by means of the Indian
police, and have refrained from even alluding to the matter of employing troops.
A few weeks since, D. L. Shipley, agent for the Navajoes, went out onto the
reservation to bring in children for the reservation school at Fort Defiance, the
parents of whom had consented to their going, when he was met by an armed
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force of savages, overpowered,
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wounded, threatened with death, and forced to

made a humiliating promise that he would make no further effort to secure children for the agency school. On November 2 Agent Shipley made a report of
his experience to the commanding officer at Fort Wingate, N. Mex. In his re"
1

In the procuring of these thirty children I had the support of all
port he says
the best and leading Indians, and if I am compelled to leave this rebuke go unanswered for we might just as well appoint old Black Horse as agent and Commissioner and move out."
He adds:
:

This Indian has run everything his own way ever since he has been old enough to run any
thing, and is of the worst and lowest type of mean Indians. Nothing is too bad or mean for
him to do if it will further his desires in any way. The friendly Indians are very much afraid
of him and his outlaw gang, and are strong in the opinion that he should be brought to sure

and immediate justice.
And now, in view of the perilous condition of affairs at Round Rock and the danger which
both life and property is subjected to, I would most heartily recommend that a detachment of
10 or 15 men, equipped with subsistence and rations sufficient at least to hold them over the
winter, be stationed at Ghee's store at Round Reck and further request that a garrison of at
least one company be stationed at this agency for protection. Immediately after this protection is given I shall send word to Black Horse and his band to report to this agency. If he re;

fuses I will then

recommend that

at least 200 or 300 soldiers be placed at

Black Horse and his entire band and bring them to justice.

my disposal

to arrest

This request was forwarded to Gen. McCook, commanding the department of
Arizona, at Los Angeles, Cal., and on November 10 Gen. McCook wrote to the
Adjutant-General of the Army. Among other things he said
I would not recommend the employment of United States troops in forcing from their par:

ents Indian children, except under the conditions of war.
The placing of buildings and teachers in them does not make a school. There can be no school
without pupils, and they must be in the school with the full consent of the parents or relatives
in order that success may attend the effort.

On

the 25th of

November

this

communication was indorsed as follows

:

[First indorsement.]

WAR

DEPARTMENT, November 25,

1892.

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior for his information.
In submitting this report, the Major-General Commanding the Army remarks as follows: " I
beg leave to renew most urgently the objections heretofore presented against the use of troops
for the purpose of separating Indian children from their parents, in order that they may be
placed in school, or for any other purpose. No good, but only harm can result from any attempt by force to accomplish even so beneficent a purpose as the education of children, and
such attempt may at any time bring on a destructive war with any tribe of Indians.
L. A. GRANT,
Acting Secretary of War.

the 28th it was referred to me by your order.
am thus put in the position of being called upon to take official notice of the matter and to lay before you somewhat in detail my views in reference to the whole
question. I do it somewhat reluctantly, from the knowledge that my views will
probably not meet with your approval but I am constrained to do it in justice

On
I

;

myself and to the policy pursued during the present administration in regard
Indian schools.
First, however, without expressing any opinion as to the wisdom of the specific measures proposed by Agent Shipley, it should be noted that in the case
referred to in the above quoted indorsements it was not proposed to force
Navajo children from their parents. The parents had consented to put their
children in the agency school upon their reservation, and they were prevented
from doing so by the terrorizing influence of a lawless party of Indians, contrary to the wishes of the leading Indians of the tribe.
Allow me now to state some points of a general nature, which will throw light
upon this matter and which are essential to a clear understanding of the situato
to

tion.
I need

only refer to the long and weary history of our dealings with the Indians, stretching through decades marked by Indian wars, vast expenditure of
public treasure, sacrifice of life, destruction of homes, interruption of immigration, retarding of the settling of the West, and great destruction of Indian life.
During 1869 Gen. Grant inaugurated what has come to'be known as the " peace
policy," under which it was proposed to treat Indians more kindly and considerately, and, if possible, to win them to civilized ways and to root out forever
the antagonism which had separated them from us. Thoss who- had for so long
hung like a dark storm cloud over our western frontier, ready at any time to
launch the thunderbolts of war upon peaceful settlements, we re to be, if possible,
converted into friends and fellow-citizens.
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In 1876, as a means to this end, Congress entered upon the work of establishing
and maintaining at public expense schools for the education of young Indians
and their preparation for citizenship by the appropriation of $20,000. Without
this benevolent and
a,ny very definite plan of operation or systematic direction
wise scheme had, on the whole, a steady growth, until by 1885 the appropriation
for schools had nearly reached the sum of $1,000,000. Boarding and day schools
had been established on the reservations, and training schools at Carlisle, Pa.,
Chemawa, Oregon, and elsewhere, were also in operation, and considerable progress had been made in gathering pupils into them.
"
"

In 1887 what is known as the Dawes land in severalty bill became a law,
providing for the allotment of land in severalty to Indians and conferring upon
Under the operation
all allottees and others the boon of American citizenship.
of this law thousands of Indians have already become citizens, and others are in
process of becoming such. Many of these newly enfranchised men participated
in the last Presidential election, and it is now said that the electoral vote of
North Dakota hinges upon the question of the legality of Indian votes.
The conferring of citizenship, with all of its rights, privileges, and obligations,
upon so large a body of those who have heretofore been alien to us, and out of
sympathy with us, is an experiment fraug'ht with possibilities of evil, and it has
rendered the matter of education for the younger Indians one of urgency and
especial concern to those communities like Oklahoma, South Dakota, and elsewhere, where so large a number of Indians are suddenly thrust into the body
politic and intrusted with what, in some cases, will prove to be the balance of
power in determining not only State elections, but, in a remote contingency, a
national contest.
During the present administration the public school system has been everywhere rapidly improved. Old schools have been enlarged new schools, on and
The schools have been taken largely
off reservations, have been established.
out of politics. The superintendents, teachers, matrons, and physicians have
been placed under the operation of the civil service rules, and the attendance of
Indian children increased by nearly 4,000. There has been added to the annual
appropriations for Indian education during that time nearly a million dollars,
so that the total sum appropriated for this purpose out of the public Treasury for
;

fiscal year exceeds $2,250,000.
This advance of the public schools has been resisted at every point. It has
been only by your support and the vigilant personal superintendence of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, aided by the zeal of Indian agents, the unwearied
efforts of Superintendent Dorchester, and the hearty cooperation of school supervisors, special agents, and superintendents, all working towards the common
purpose, under the direction of one impulse, seeking simply to bring the largest
possible number of young Indians under the civilizing and' ennobling influences
of schools, that the marked! success which characterizes the operations of the
present administration has been achieved.
The work has been assailed at every point, through the newspapers, on the
floor of Congress, in the lobbies, on the streets, by secret correspondence, on
the reservations, everywhere. Schools have baen denounced as hotbeds of corruption, places in which it was unfit for Indian fathers to place their daughters,
and Indians have been warned that if their children were sent to these public
schools, they would surely go to perdition. Parents have been influenced to take
their children out of school by writ of habeas corpus, and others have been encouraged to resist, even to violence, any effort on the part of the Government to put
their children into school. A spirit of distrust of the Government, of hatred of
its policy, has been engendered in the minds of Indians, so that in some places
it has become increasingly difficult to induce them to put their children into

the current

these institutions of learning.
In some instances they have preferred to keep their children at home, half
clad, half fed, uncared for when sick, and to allow them to miserably die for
lack of proper medical attention, rather than to see them put into Government
schools, where they could have comfortable clothing, abundant food, careful
attention during sickness, and where they could be associated with intelligent
and refined ladies and gentlemen, subjected to a mild but wholesome discipline,
trained intellectually, developed morally, and taught useful industries by which
they might earn for themselves an honest living and become good citizens and
be rendered able to support their aged parents and to contribute something to
the public welfare.
These boarding schools, as at present conducted by the Government, are
models of their kind, worthy of the most implicit confidence and are designed
simply for the moral and intellectual uplifting of the Indians, and they ought
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regarded by them as a priceless boon. The advantages which they offer to
their children should be accepted heartily as beyond all price, and this, I am
persuaded, many now holding aloof would do if left to themselves. I am thoroughly convinced, after an experience now of more than three years, that if
there had been active cooperation on the part of all the friends of the Indians in
this beneficent work, all schools to-day would be filled with pupils, and the Indians would be clamoring for additional accommodations for those not yet provided for. Instead of this, however, the enemies of these schools, with a persistence that has been to me astonishing, and with methods that have been
striking for their ingenuity, have sought, in season and out, to thwart the efforts of the Government in its benign purpose.
Of course, this is not the only hostile force that has resisted this reform. The
Indians themselves, in many cases, notably the Shoshones, Bannacks, Pueblos,
Moquis, Navajoes, Apaches, Sac and Fox in Iowa, Cheyeunes and Arapahoes,
where the office has met the greatest resistance, are, for the most part, ignorant, superstitious, and very conservative. Not having had the advantages of
education for themselves, the Indian parents are unable to appreciate the immense value such a training would be to their children, and being tenaciously
wedded to their old customs, they are unwilling to have their children placed in
institutions where they would learn ways and imbibe principles of life wholly
" medicine men "
at variance with those of their parents. The so-called
among
the Indians, who rule by force of pretence and who see in the spirit of enlightenment among their people the prophecy of their own downfall, have thrown themselves against this new movement and have had their influence.
Other men, from what I believe to be misinformation and false philosophy,
7Q joined in this assault, and have sought
actuated by inscrutable motives, have
sought
both to excite the Indians and to prejudice the public mind against the work of
the Government schools. A new school is about to be opened at Ferris, Cal.
One Charles F. Lummis, who had assisted the Catholics atlsleta in taking their
children by force from the excellent training school at Albuquerque, has recently published in the Los Angeles' Times a slanderous attack upon the entire
Government system of schools, and, singularly enough, a typewritten copy of
this assault is forwarded to this office in connection with the papers sent by
Gen. McCook, who thus, apparently, gives it his personal and official indorseto be

ment.
This, then, is the situation The Government of the United States, through a
period of sixteen years, has established and built up a costly system of public
education, designed to train the rising generation of young Indians for citizenship. It is expending for this purpose two and one-quarter million dollars.
In 1890 Congress enacted the following law
:

:

That hereafter the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, subject to the direction of the Secretary
of the Interior, is hereby authorized and directed to make and enforce by proper means such
rules and regulations as will secure the attendance of Indian children of suitable age and
health at schools established and maintained for their benefit.

Under that, rules and regulations prepared by this office, designed to carry
into effect this law, were approved by the Department, and this office has taken
great pains to discharge the grave responsibilities thus laid upon it. It has

argued with the Indians, has pleaded with them has offered every inducement
in its power to cause them voluntarily to put their children into school
has,
wherever it has seemed wise, resorted to mild punishment by the withholding of
rations or supplies, and where necessary has directed agents to use their Indian
police as truant officers in compelling attendance.
Results have not been unsuccessful. The total enrollment in the Government
schools for the last year exceeded 13,000, and the total enrollment for the year
ending June 30, 1892, in all the schools, Government and contract, was little
less than 20,000, which is an increase of nearly 4,000 pupils achieved during the
;

;

present administration.
The beneficial influences of these institutions of learning upon Indians is more
and more apparent. Superintendent Dorchester and others, who are most familiar with the entire Indian country, bear unmistakable and emphatic testimony to their wide- reach ing and elevating' results. George D. Day, agent for
the Kiowas and Comanches, who have just ceded their lands to the United
States, said to me two days ago that he was very much impressed with the influence of education upon the Indians under his control and with the almost
uniform success and high standing of returned students. His testimony was
confirmed by Quanah Parker, a chief of the Comanches, who was present at
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the interview. The Cherokee commission, which has just negotiated a cessior*
of lands from the Pawnees, says:
The Pawnee schools are well attended, and the older and uneducated Indians are manifesting:
an interest therein, not common to Indians generally, in that they defer to the judgment of
their educated and English-speaking young men. In our councils they would submit matters
to their judgment and be guided by them.
Miss Alice Fletcher, who has just completed allotting lands to the Nez Perces r
says that her work was not only greatly aided by the returned students, but
would probably have been wholly unsuccessful without their help. I might
easily multiply these testimonies, but do not think it necessary. The Superintendent of Indian Schools has discussed the question somewhat fully in his report on pages 508 and following, in the report of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs for 1891. Special Agent J. A. Leonard, who has had fifteen years' experience in public-school work in Ohio, largely as superintendent of schools, and
who has been traveling among Indians for a year and a half in the discharge of
his official duties, says, as to the Government schools, that in personnel of employes, organization, course of study, discipline, and general management, they
compare favorably with the public schools of Ohio, and that his personal observation of the influence of these schools upon the Indians is that it is excellent in

every way.
After twenty-five years of experience in educational work, with exceptional
that the
opportunities for studying the question, I have no hesitation in saying
"
of government education for Indians has in it the
promise and
present scheme
"
potency of accomplishing for these people all that its most zealous friends have
claimed for it.
But we are now confronted with a crisis. The agent at Fort Hall, in endeavoring to put the children under his control into the home school, was resisted by
violence, his police refused to obey his orders, he was obliged to defend himself
by force, and was compelled to desist his efforts to obtain his children. His appeal to have his authority upheld by the mere presence of a band of soldiers was
denied him.
The efforts of the office to transfer, with the hearty consent of their parents,
children from the Government day school among the Lummi Indians to the admirable training school at Chemawa, Oregon, was thwarted by the interference of
a priest, J. B. Boulet, who peremptorily commanded the Indians not to allow
their children to go to perdition, and, if necessary, to resist all efforts of the
Government to send their children to that school.
The Navajo agent, attempting: to put into the Government school at the
agency, children whose parents had consented that they should go, is overpowered, beaten, and threatened with death and forced to the humiliating promise
that he will make no further efforts in this direction. 'Returning to his agancy,
powerless and despised by the Indians, his request for support in the exercise
of his authority and in the enforcement of a righteous law of Congress is denied
him.
Some of the Oreiba Indians, among the most degraded in the entire circle of
Indians, after having be3n allowed to take their children from school at the
close of the year in June, with the solemn promise of returning them in September, refuse to do so, and openly defy the superintendent in his efforts to regain them.
The agent of the Southern Utes, after having in vain attempted by argument
and persuasion to secure children from them for the large boarding school established at Fort Lewis, on the immediate borders of the reservation, tried to
accomplish the result by the cooperation of his Indian police force, but was met
only with taunts and gibes. When this office ordered the removal of the captain
of the police from the position which he disgraces, a United States Senator came
personally to the office and with solemn warning asked for the suspension of the
order on the ground that if carried into execution it would certainly lead to
trouble. Under this state of things, I could do nothing less than revoke the
order and acknowledge thereby that the Government has ceased to have any
power over its Indian police and is unable either to compel obedience from them
or to discharge them from its force.
I would not needlessly, not lightly interfere with the rights of Indian parents.
But I do not believe that Indians like the Bannacks and Shpshones at Fort Hall,
the Southern Utes in Colorado, the Apaches or the Navajos of Arizona people who, for the most part speak no English, live in squalor and degradation,
make little progress from year to year, who are a perpetual source of expense to
the Government and a constant menaee 1o thousands of their white neighbors. a
hindrance to civilization' and a clog on our progress have any right to forcibly
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keep their children out of school to grow up like themselves, a race of barbarians and semisavages. We owe it to those children to prevent, forcibly if need
All that is needed
be, so great and appalling a calamity from befalling- them.
but a mere show of force, to convince them that the
is, not violence nor force,
Government is in earnest in the matter, and that the authority of its authorized
agents is to be respected. This, I believe, to be dictated by every honorable,
patriotic, philanthropic, and humanitarian consideration
I beg leave, therefore, to submit to you that I regard this matter as one Of
extreme difficulty, perplexity, and embarrassment. I have endeavored hoti*
estly, carefully to carry out the law of Congress regarding compulsory eduCa^
tion, and to bring under the civilizing influences of these great institutions of
learning the largest number of Indian children possible. I have exhausted all
the means at my control. Some of the Indians are, as you will see, in a state of
open rebellion against the Government. Their agents are powerless this office
is helpless.
I can do no more than simply state the facts to you for your infor;

mation.

Very

respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. J.

MORGAN,
Commissioner.

P. S. Since writing the above, I have read the report of Inspector Junkin,
dated November 21, in regard to the Fort Hall Agency, referred to me by you,
from which I quote the following:
This agency is very well managed. The agent is a careful and honorable man, and he and
his employes work together harmoniously. No complaints were entered against him by any
of the employes.

The Indians are tractable and obedient, except on the question of sending children to school
Compulsory attendance is the only method on this reservation and some others that I have

visited that will cause a general gathering of the children in school.
I hatre read the Acting Commissioner's letter to Agent Fisher, of May 18, 1892, and the acletter from President Harrison, of May 9, 1892, wherein the President deprecates
that " this matand
children for
a "resort to extreme measures " in

companying

school,
hopes
collecting
ter can be successfully managed by the agent and his police force." This correspondence was
the result of a report of Agent Fisher, of March 6, 1892, wherein he reports the rough treatment
he received in his endeavors to secure children.
Mr. Secretary, I can only emphasize my reports from Uintah and Ouray Agency on the question of school attendance; and I am satisfied that my views will apply to quite a number of
agencies.
I do not believe that the schools on the reservations can be filled by the ordinary methods of
moral suasion, threats of withholding rations, etc. The President, yourself, and many others
desire the schools filled peaceably and quietly. But when all the ordinary methods are exhausted, resort must be had to other measures.
The Indians pay no attention to the treaty clause wherein they agree to send children to
school. They refer to the violations of the treaty by the whites. They regard themselves as
nations, and ask that all obligations beneficial to them be observed, but are not willing to observe those binding on them.
The question of filling the schools with Indian children is not one for argument. The schools
were created in accordance with treaty stipulations, and the children are to be furnished by
the Indians. The agents are willing, but they can not secure police forces that will carry into
effect their orders.
The Indians absolutely refuse in a great majority of cases to send their
children to school. They frequently treat with contempt the appeals made to them, and laugh
at threats to withhold rations and annuities. They know that the agent and his police force,
even if he could get willing men, can not gather in the children, and they will not believe that
the Government will use any other measures.
The half-breeds are usually very willing to go to school. The parents seldom object. This is
doubtless the result of the training of the white parents. The trouble is almost entirely with
the full-bloods. And on this agency the Bannacks are the most recalcitrant.
My opinion pardon me, Mr. Secretary, for expressing it of the Indian educational question
is that the only certain method of filling the schools with children is to use troops, and they
should be used effectively. Winter is the best time for the troops to be out, for then the parents and their children could not scatter over the country and live on berries and roots. If the
"
backbone of the rebellion " is once broken and the Indians convinced that the Government is
in earnest, I believe that the Indians would be reduced to submission and that very little trouble would be encountered in the future. The plan is at least worthy of trial on one reserva.
tion, and this agency or the Uintah and Ouray Agency would be a good place to test the matter.
This is so closely in accord with
own views on the subject that I respect-

my

fully

ask that Inspector Junkin's report receive special consideration.

Very

respectfully,

T.

J.
,-

The hoaorable SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

MORGAN,
Commissioner.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENTS IN REGARD TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.
DEPARTMENT OP THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, November 29, 1802.
S. Indian Atfents :
Your attention is called to the attendance at school of children of school age
belonging to your agency. It is the earnest wish of this office that every
healthy child between 5 and 18 shall be enrolled in school, and shall, if possible,

To U>

attend regularly.

The

year ending June 30, 1892, indicate a gratifying
in school attendance. 'The enrollment increased from 17,926 during the
preceding year to 19,793 and the average attendance increased from 13,588 to
I am anxious that the enrollment during the present fiscal year shall
15,111.
present even a greater per cent of increase than during the past year, and that
statistics for the fiscal

growth

;

the regularity of attendance may be decidedly improved.
In a very few cases the agent can now say " Every child of school age and suitable health belonging to my agency is enrolled in some school." This may be
the case in your agency. If so, your energies should now be directed to holding
what you have already gained, and to securing in addition greater regularity of
attendance. If the children of your agency are not all enrolled, then your plain
duty is to do your utmost to secure a complete enrollment.
First, the reservation Government schools should be filled. After this, if any
children remain (as will generally be the case), pupils should be sent away to fill
the non reservation Government schools. Of these there are now twenty, with
a Capacity of nearly 5,000, all of which it is expected will be in operation at an
early day. They have been established at a large expense for land, buildings,
water supply, furnishings, and equipment for advanced educational instruction
as well as industrial training on farm and in shops they are maintained at
large expense for employe force, supplies, etc.; they should be filled with pupils,
and the reservation schools are the sources of supply.
To carry out the wishes of the Indian Office as above outlined, persistent,
patient, well-directed effort will be needed from every agent throughout the
year. Firmness, coupled with prudence, must be the watchword. Repeated
failures should not be allowed to induce discouragement, but should rather spur
on the agent to renewed and increased effort. Wisdom and tact must be used.
If individual Indians prove incorrigible, their cases should be reported to this
office for instructions, with recommendations in regard to the withholding of
rations, annuities, etc. The police force should certainly be used, if necessary,
to return runaway children to school, and it m,ay be used in securing original
enrollment of children but care should be exercised not to provoke the Indians
:

;

;

to

open

hostilities.

While the "school age"

is fixed at from 5 to 18, it is not intended that those
passed the maximum figure shall be excluded from the Government
schools; on the contrary, they should bo retained as long as they desire or can
be indi;ced to remain, or as long a they can receive further benefit from connection with the school, Children under the age of 5 may be received into the
Government schools if facilities are at hand for their instruction in kindergarten methods.
great difficulty in filling the nonreservation schools lies in the objections of
parents to separation from their children. This must be overcome, if possible,
by kindness, by persuasion, and by holding out the advantages, both to the child
and the parent, to be derived from a course of training at the industrial school.
In a few instances, I am sorry to say, the difficulty has been increased by the indifference or active opposition of agency and school employes. I need hardly
say that the office wishes and expects the hearty cooperation of every employe.
You are instructed to enter immediately upon the work as indicated above.
Please take a personal interest in this matter. I trust you will find time from
your arduous and multifarious duties to give to this subject the time and attention
which it demands, and thereby secure to these little 'wards of the Government
such an education as shall prepare them to assume the duties of life and the

who have

A

responsibilities of citizenship.
Your attention is invited to the|law of Congress July 13, 1892, [27, Stat., 143J.
That hereafter the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, subject to the direction of the Secretary
of the Interior, is hereby authorized and directed to make and enforce by proper means such
rules and regulations as will secure the attendance of Indian children of suitable age and
health at schools established and maintained for their benefit.
Also, to paragraphs 21, 22-, 23, and 24, revised rules for Indian schools.

Very

respectfully,

T. J.

MORGAN,

Commissioner*
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ACTION OF RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS AGAINST RECEIVING
GOVERNMENT AID FOR SECTARIAN SCHOOLS.
ACTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OP THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
[At Portland, Oregon,

May

23, 1892.]

The

special committee on Indian schools (minutes, 1891, page 54) presented
report, which was accepted, and the recommendations appended were adopted.
The report is as follows

its

:

The committee on Indian

schools appointed by the last general assembly beg

leave to report.

Your committee was instructed "to inquire into the facts and suggest to the
next general assembly what action, if any, should be taken."
As to the facts, there are at present two kinds of schools among the Indians
Government schools and contract schools. The Government schools, as their
name imports, are founded, supported, and controlled exclusively by the Government. They are of three classes, industrial training schools, boarding
schools, and day schools. The industrial schools, additional to the ordinary
branches of an English education, teach their pupils some trade, handicraft, or
industrial art by which they are fitted for the avocations of civilized life. Nineteen of these are now in full and successful operation. The largest, with capacity
accommodation

of 1,000 pupils, is located in Carlisle, Pa.: the others,
600, are located chiefly in the far West.
They
contain altogether some 5,000 Indian youth.
Scattered at irregular intervals over the reservations are large numbers of

for the

with capacities ranging from 75 to

boarding and day schools, whose names sufficiently indicate their general character. They embrace altogether some 9,000 pupils, 6,000 in the boarding and
3,000 in the day schools. For more thorough supervision, the entire Indian
country is divided into four school districts. Over each is a superintendent,
whose duty is to visit, inspect, and ascertain the exact condition of any school
in his district and report the facts fully to the Indian Bureau for their information and guidance.
It is the policy of the Government to give a thorough English education, and
to instruct in the duties and responsibilities of American citizenship, thus doing
for the children of the Indians precisely what the common schools are doing for
the children of foreigners who are crowding to our shores assimilating and
Americanizing them. Unsectarianfrom the beginning, they have recently been
made nonpartisan by the introduction of the civil-service rules. Since their
first establishment, as they have been continually perfecting themselves from
the lessons of an ever-enlarging experience, they have been steadily growing in
the confidence of the Government and Congress. No better evidence of this can
be found than the constantly increasing appropriations for their support from
year to year. In 1877 the appropriation for Indian schools was $20,000 in 1892
it is $2,291.650
from $20,000 to more than $2,250,000 since their establishment.
The Government schools, in the judgment of your committee, have now
reached a position as to numbers, equipments, and methods of instruction and
discipline, and general efficiency, where the whole work of common-school education among the Indians may be safely and wisely intrusted to them. Addi'tional to these Government schools, and often side by side with them, are the
"contract schools." They are so called because the Government entered into a
contract with certain religious societies for their joint support and control.
They were founded originally by the different churches as "mission schools,"
and were of course sectarian. The Government schools at first encountered the
most strenuous opposition, could receive only the most meager appropriation,
and, with the means provided, could accomplish almost nothing. Finding the
mission schools at hand, often in the very locality they wished to occupy, instead
of founding new schools, they resolved to subsidize the mission schools, and so
the experiment of " contract schools" was entered upon. By the terms of the
"contract school " the Government was to appropriate a certain amount of the
public money, and was to be admitted to a certain measure of control, on condition that the sectarian schools should cease to be sectarian so far forth as to
avoid the appearance of sectarianism. The plan was essentially a vicious one,
and could never have been designed to be permanent. Under its operation friction was inevitable, and an ever-increasing antagonism, defeating the chief end
pf both parties, was sure to arise.
Whatever seeming necessities may have ex;

8397 I
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isted for its adoption at first, and whatever temporary advantages may have bsen
received by it in the experimental stages of Indian education, the time has now
for a complete severance befully com 3, in the judgment of your committee,
tween Government and sectarian schools.
One of the overtures from the presbytery of Chester, referred to your committee, calls attention to the disproportionately large appropriations to Roman
Catholic schools. The total amount appropriated to all contract schools was, in
For the present year, 1892, it was $611,570. Of this last amount
1886, $228,259.

the Roman Catholics received $394,756, and all others $216,814. The Presbyterian received $44,310 the Congregational, $29,146 the Episcopalian. $23,220 the
Methodist, $13,980 while the Roman Catholics alone received nearly $400,000
of the little more than $600,000 appropriated.
This enormous disproportion can not be attributed to any undue favoritism on
the part of Congress or to any superiority in the Catholic over the Protestant
schools. It arises from the fact that the Catholic Church is administratively
one and can bring its united influence to bear for its own advancement. There
is a Catholic Indian bureau established in Washington which concentrates in
itself the whole power of the papal hierarchy and wields the entire strength of
the papal church. With a united papacy there is at the same time a divided
Protestanism. Its unity is no less real than that of the papacy, but it has no
common organ, no federal head, no council or bureau to represent it. In the
absence of such, each particular denomination acts apart and in seeming rivalry
with ail the rest, each seeking to advance its own special interests. Of course,
the divided weakness of Protestantism is overborne by the united strength of
:

;

;

;

Romanism.

When the Presbyterian or the Methodist asks for an appropriation for his
school, he asks only for a small section of Protestantism separated from, if not
in actual antagonism with, all other sections. Were there a Protestant bureau
in Washington or anywhere else, speaking in the name of all and representing
the real unity of Protestant Christians, the present state of things could never
have arisen, and having arisen could not be maintained for an hour.
Instead, however, of seeking after palliations and readjustments of a system essentially vicious, it were better, in the judgment of your committee, to abolish the
system altogether. The appropriation of public money for the support of sectarian schools is contrary to the whole genius of our institutions. It is at war with
the fundamental principle on which all rest, the separation of church and state. It
Earnest
is expressly prohibited by the constitutions of twenty-one of the States.
efforts are now making to procure such an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States as will prohibit it in all the States. The only regret is that it
does not extend the prohibition to the GeneraiKjOvernment itself. The committee recommend the following action
.Resolved, 1, That in the judgment of this assembly all public money expended
upon the education of the Indians ought to be expended by Government officers
:

upon Government schools.
Resolved, 2, That in the judgment

of this assembly the practice of appropriating public money for the support of sectarian schools among the Indians, as is
now done in the contract schools, ought at once to cease.
Resolved, 3, That this assembly heartily approves of all proper efforts to secure
the constitutional prohibition of all appropriations of public money to sectarian
schools either by the State or by the General Government.
Resolved, 4, That the committee on Indian schools be discharged.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Jos. T. SMITH, Chairman.

ACTION OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME
MISSION SOCIETY.
[At Philadelphia,

May

27, 1892.]

Resolved, That the following memorial be adopted, and that the corresponding secretary communicate the same to the Congress of the United States
:
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tlie honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States assembled in the first session of the Fifty-second Congress:
The American Baptist Home Mission Society, gathered in its sixtieth anniversary meeting and in a special calebration of the centenary of the ratification
of the first amendment to the Constitution of the United States, proclaimed by
the President December 30, 1791, respectfully petition your honorable bodies
for the passage and the submission to the States for ratification of the resolution
already introduced into both Houses of Congress, and known as the proposed
sixteenth amendment to the Constitution. We urge, however, such modification of the proposed amendment as that it shall read as follows
No State shall pass any law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof: and neither shall Congress nor any State nor any municipality within any
State use its property or credit, or any money raised by taxation, or authorize or permit it to
be used, for the purpose of founding, maintaining, or aiding by appropriations, payment for
services, expenses, or otherwise, any church, religious denomination, or religious society, or
any institution, society, or undertaking which is wholly or in part under sectarian or ecclesi-

To

;

1

,

:

astical control.

We

submit this memorial with special gratitude to Almighty God, that in the
forefront of our denominational principles have always stood the principles of
the absoluto independence of the personal conscience, and of the total separation
of the practical administration of the functions of the State from the practical
Christendom very slowly
administration of the functions of the church.
emerged from the darkness that claimed the right to enforce religious conformity by law, into which it had been plunged by the ill-mated union of church and
state under the Emperor Constantine. Even the Reformed churches defended
the right of the sovereign to impose his own religion upon his subjects. Only a
few great thinkers were groping here and there toward the light, and, with more
or less vagueness and inconsistency, confusing toleration with freedom, were advancing the cause of mental and spiritual liberty. But it is the unquestionable
honor of our religious ancestry that, seeing clearly the imperial dignity of the
human conscience, as Christ had made it free, under His own sole and supreme
Lordship. k, constantly and cojsitently contended that the right of the stat^ shall
pertain to civil things only. At last the opportunity and the man conjoined,
and in the midst of the colonial religious establishments of the New World, in
the colony of the Providence Plantations, Roger Williams founded the firstcivil
society of all history which confined its authority and its activity to civil matters only, thus planting the seed which has grown into the American principle of a free church in a free state.

We urge ths passage of this proposed amendment also, in view of the special
event we are celebrating. For it was a later group of our religious ancestors
who. as the committee of the united Baptist churches of Virginia, in an address
written by the Rev. John Leland, declared to President Washington that " our
religious rights are not sufficiently guaranteed by the new Constitution." And
it was as the direct result of this address that the resolution which became the
first amendment was introduced into Congress by Mr. Madison, of Virginia.
Under the educating influence of the righteous principle for which once our
fathers stood alone, thus enacted as a supreme law, the State religious establishments then existing were one by one abolished and state and church was each
left free for the performance of its own special and proper functions.
At the
close of the century we may affirm the satisfactory solution of what Mr. Chief
Justice Story had declared an unsolved problem, namely
Whether any free government can be permanent where the public worship of God and the
:

support of religion constitute

no part of the policy or duty of the state in any assignable

shape.

Had our

population remained homogeneous there would have arisen no need
than the Constitution as it is now, on behalf of the state
against the meddlesomeness of ecclesiasticism, and on behalf of the church
against attempted interference from the state. But the incorporation into the
body politic of an increasing number qf citizens bred in the stite-church or
church-state ideas of Europe, and not accepting at once their principles of freedom and the separation of function which have been for the century the glory
of our American institutions, has introduced current and
prospective problems
into both our political and ecclesiastical life which call for new and more adequate safeguards for our political freedom and our religious equality.
It is a fact that, either in defiance or in forgetfulness of the prohibition by the
Constitution, and of every necessary inference from the same, many religious

for other protection
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have become, or are seeking to become, pensioned upon the bounty of
It is conceivable and not outside the limit of probability that the
state-church principle may become the principle of the majority of voters in
one or more of the States of the Union, and either be embodied in the organic
sects

a State.

these States or in the administration of the public policy. The proposed
of the Constitution, would avert these dangers.
therefore respectfully urge the speedy passage of the proposed amendment.
do this in the name of the freedom of the state. History is proof that the
meddling of ecclesiastics with civil government has embittered political dissensions, has added religious fanaticism to partisan rancor, has divided societies,
has engendered civil and international wars, has made princes the tools of prelr
ates, and has endangered the very existence of the state.
urge our plea inthe name of religion. History is proof that the state is no fitting instrument
for the propagation of religion. The true weapons of religion are spiritual, not
cainal; truth, not the sword; persuasion, not force. The hand of the state on
religion has induced hypocrisy, formality, a church palsied and corrupt. The
clamor by the church for a share in the public purse has diverted in many wrong
directions the very energy which the church has needed for her legitimate
Oar own American experience has clearly shown that
spiritual enterprises.
religion is never so prosperous, so aggressive in her proper fields, so filled with
that self-reliance and self-sacrifice which is the very genius of her true life, as
when, freed from all the temptation and demands of an entangling alliance with
the state, under the protection of equal and defended liberty for all, she is let
alone to work out her own career.
Because we believe that the state will best secure the needed influence of religion in the character of its citizens, and in ethical principles embodied in legislation, when the state leaves religion wholly free, we memorialize you to set
further and sufficient barriers against any ecclesiastical interference with the

law

of

amendment, made a part

We
We

We

affairs of state.

Because we believe, in the language of President Washington, addressed to
who complained of the omission of God from the Constitution, that "religion is a matter which belongs to the churches and not to the stats," we urge
you to set these further and sufficient barriers against any attempted propagation of religion by the state.
Ths memorial was enthusiastically adopted by a rising vote.
those

ACTION OF BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
[At Baltimore, Md., October

19, 1892.]

Resolved, That, in tbe judgment of tbis board, subsidies from the Treasury of
the United States in aid of Indian education ought neither to be sought nor to
be accepted by this church, and that the board of managers be, and hereby is, requested to act from this time forth in accordance with this judgment.
Resolved, That the effort now making to secure a sixteenth amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, making it unlawful for any State to pledge its
credit or to appropriate money raised by taxation for the purpose of founding or
maintaining any institution, society, or undertaking which may be wholly or in
part under ecclesiastical control, has the cordial sympathy and approval of this

board.

ACTION OF THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION (CONGREGATIONAL).
[At

its

annual meeting in Hartford, Conn., October

26, 1892.]

The

resolutions presented with the report, after discussion, were adopted, as
follows:

Whereas the system known as "contract schools" in connection with Indian work is open to
very serious abuse; and
Whereas Government schools have now reached a position as to equipment, methods, and
general efficiency, where the common-school education amont? the Indians may be safely and
wisely intrusted to them; therefore
Resolved (1), That public money expended upon the education of Indians ought'to be expended
exclusively by Government officers upon Government schools.
Resolved (2), That the practice of appropriating public money for the support of sectarian
schools among the Indians ought henceforth to cease.
Resolved, (3) That it is wise for the A. M. A. to join in the purpose expressed by other great
ecclesiastical bodies: the Methodist General Conference, convened at Omaha, May 9, 1892; the
Presbyterian General Assembly, which met at Portland, Oregon, May 23, 1892; and the Episcopal
Convention at Baltimore, Md., October 19, 1892; to decline to seek or accept any subsidy from
the Government, and that henceforth this society act in conformity with this purpose.
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following resolution, offered by Rev. R. R. Meredith, D. D. was unani-

mously adopted by a rising vote

:

That the representatives of the Congregational churches here assembled in the
American Missionary Association, pledge themselves to do all in their power to increase their
contributions at least 12 per cent to meet the deficiency arising from our refusal, on principle,
to accept a Government appropriation for Indian work, and recommend the same to all Congregational churches throughout the land.
Resolved,

ACTION OF RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES ON THE MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL
LEAGUE FOR THE PROTECTION OF AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS.

The memorial is as follows:
Whereas there has been introduced into the Fifty-second Congress, in both
the Senate and House of Representatives of the National Government, and referred to the Judiciary Committee in both Houses, the following proposed form
of the sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, accompanied by numerous petitions for its passage from all parts of the Union, namely:
No State shall pass any law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof, or use its property or credit, or any money raised by taxation, or authorize
either to be used, for the purpose of founding, maintaining or aiding, by appropriation, payment for services, expenses, or otherwise, any church, religious demoninaiion, or religious
society, or any institution, society, or undertaking which is wholly, or in part, under sectarian
or ecclesiastical control.

Whereas the laws of twenty-one States already contain provisions against
the violation of religious freedom and the sectarian appropriation of the public
moneys, and only a national provision can set the question at rest and
Whereas we believe that the American free common school system ought to
be sacredly guarded from sectarian encroachments that religious controversies
ought to be eliminated from political questions, and that the separation of
church and state ought to be perpetuated for the safety of both our civil and religious liberties therefore resolved
;

;

;

ACTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
[At Portland, Oregon, May, 1892.]

That

this General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church appeals to
the Fifty-second Congress to pass, and submit to the several States for their
action, the proposed form of the sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the
United States as a peaceful measure of safety that will avert impending peril:
Resolved,

Neither Congress nor any State shall pass any law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or use its property or credit, or any money raised by taxation, or authorize either to be used, for the purpose of founding, maintaining or aiding, by appropriation, payment for services, expenses or otherwise, any .church, religious denomination
or religious society, or any institution, society or undertaking" which is wholly, or in part, under
sectarian or ecclesiastical control.

WM. HENRY ROBERTS,
Stated Clerk.

ACTION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH.
[In session at

Omaha, Nebr., on May

9,

1892.]

Adopted by unanimous vote.
Resolved, That this General Conference

of the Methodist Episcopal Church
appeals to the Fifty-second Congress to pass and submit to the several States for
their action the proposed form of sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, as a peaceful measure of safety that will avert impending
peril.

In addition to the above the following was also passed unanimously:
Whereas the appropriation of public funds for sectarian purposes by the
National Government is not only wrong in principle but in violation of both the
letter and spirit of the Constitution of the United States
Therefore,
Resolved, That this General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church
requests the missionary societies working under its sanction or control to decline either to make a petition to or receive from the National Government any
moneys for educational work among the Indians.
:

JOHN H. VINCENT,

D. S.

MONROE,

Secretary.

President.
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ACTION OF THE WOMAN'S HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
[In annual session, at

Grand Rapids, Mich., October

28, 1892.]

Adopted by unanimous vote.
Resolved, That the Woman's Home Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church oordially approves the action of the General Conference requesting
all benevolent societies of our church neither to appeal for nor accept from the
National Government any moneys for Indian schools, not only because of its loyalty to the highest legislative and judicial body of the church, but because of its
belief in the American principle of the absolute separation of church and state.
1

ACTION OF THE GENERAL, CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST PROTESTANT
CHURCH.
[Held at Westminster, Md., May, 1892.]

Whereas we

believe that the entira separation of the administration of national and State politics from sectarian and ecclesiastical influence is necessary
for the preservation of our common-school system and other American institutions

;

and

Whereas a large number

of the States have guarded by statutory enactments
their public funds from sectarian control and
Whereas there has been introduced into the Fifty-second Congress, accompanied by petitions from all sections of the country, a proposed sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which amendment is now before
the Judiciary Committee in both Houses of Congress, in form following, viz
;

:

(Proposed amendment follows.)
Resolved. That this General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church
appeals to the Fifty-second Congress in favor of the passage of the proposed
amendment and its submission to the several States for their adoption.
ResoTbed, That the president and secretary of this body certify this action for
presentation to Congress.
J. F.

COWAN,

Secretary.

ACTION OF THE GENERAL, ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF NORTH AMERICA.
[In session at Allegheny, Pa.,

On

the memorial of

May

25 to

June

1, 1892.]

"The

National League for the Protection of American
Institutions," we recommend the adoption of the following paper, which, with
the change of one word, was unanimously agreed to by the recent General
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church
(Quotation of action of the Methodist Conference followed.)
To this we would add the following
Resolved, That we protest against all Government appropriations for the denominational Indian schools and for other sectarian purposes, as unconstitutional, and petition Congress to refuse all applications for such appropriations.
I certify the above to be a correct copy of the action taken by the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church of North America, at its meeting
held in Allegheny, Pa., May 25 to June 1 1892, on the memorial of the National
League for the Protection of American Institutions."
:

:

; '

,

WILLIAM
PlTTSBURG, PA., June

J.

REID, Principal

Clerk.

24, 1892.

ACTION OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY.
[At

its

sixty-eighth anniversary, held in Philadelphia,

May

30, 1892.]

Taken by unanimous vote.
Resolved, That the American Baptist Publication Society heartily approves the
amendment and would urge its passage and commends the work of the " National League for the Protection of American Institutions " to the regard and
;

cooperation of our people.
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CIRCULAR LETTER REGARDING APPOINTMENT OF INDIAN SCHOOL
VISITORS.

DEPARTMENT OP THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, March 12, 1892.
To U.

Indian Agents :
very desirable that the Indians should become personally interested in
the management and prosperity of the schools established among them for their
benefit, and that they should feel some responsibility for the character and suc8.

It is

cess of these institutions.
It has occurred to me that both objects might be attained by selecting suitable
Indians to act as school visitors. For such positions the men selected should be
persons of good repute in their tribe should, if practicable, use English with
a fair degree of fluency should wear citizen's clothes should be engaged in
civilized pursuits should be, in short, progressive Indians.
They might be
lequired to visit the schools at least once a month, and while there should be
;

;

;

;

all the various departments and treated with courtesy and respect by the persons in charge, and -be asked to make brief addresses to the

shown through
pupils.

They might also be instructed to counsel with the Indians regarding the education of their children, and be encouraged to make statements to the agent, to
be forwarded by him to the Indian Office, as to their wishes or the wishes of
other Indians regarding the conduct of the schools.
For this service, which, of course, must be without pay, they would receive
the honorable distinction of being United States officers, evidenced by a commission from this office and would be recognized and respected accordingly.
It would be well to select as visitors for the day schools not to exceed three of
the patrons of each, or persons residing within the respective school districts,
and not to exceed five persons from the reservation at large for each boarding
school.
Please give these suggestions consideration and inform me whether they
strike you as being feasible and desirable, and if they do. submit to me for appointment the nominations of suitable persons, giving names, ages, and full description of their habits and character.
The selection of persons for nomination as visitors should be made with great
care, so as to enlist in support of the educational and industrial advancement of
the Indians the sympathy and active cooperation of the most influential men
among the progressive Indians.
Very

respectfully,

T.

J,

MORGAN,
Commissioner.

Commission for School

Visitor.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
189Washington, D. <?.,
This is to certify that reposing trust in the integrity, sobriety, intelligence,
and discretion of and in recognition of his progress in the ways Oc
civilized life. I do hereby appointhim a visitor to the
school on the
- agency, from the - - day of reservation, under the charge of ,
]89-, and he is to be recognized and respected accordingly.
This appointment will expire June 30, 189 -, unless this commission be sooner
revoked by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
,

.

,

Commissioner.
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Table showing allotments madeto Indiansfrom February 8, 1887,

to

November 30,

1892.

No. of

Remarks.

allot-

Tribe.

ments.

On reservations under
ment

act

the general allot-

of Feb.

8, 1887.

Cheyenne and Arapaho, Oklahoma

3,

Patents issued as amended by act of Mar.

321

3,

1891 (26 Stats. 989).

Crow, Montana
Devil's Lake, South Dakota
Eastern Shawnee, Indian Territory ..
Grand Ronde, Oregon
-.
Jicarilla Apache, New Mexico
Modocs, Indian Territory
Nez Perce, Idaho
Oneida, Wisconsin..
Ottawa, Indian Territory
Papago, Arizona
Pottawatomie, Prairie Ban 1, Kansas
Ponca, South Dakota
Sac and Fox, Kansas and Nebraska ..
Seneca, Indian Territory
Sioux, Yankton. South Dakota

744
1,132
84
2G9
846
68

!

I

Schedules not yet examined.
Schedules under examination.
36 patents delivered 48 not yet issued.
265 patents issued.
Schedules not yet examined.
Patents issued.
Schedules not yet examined.
1,5:20 patents issued.
Patents issued.
284 patents issued.
Patents being prepared.
Patents issued.
Patents being prepared.
Do.
1.484 patents issued; a schedule of 1,129
;

i

1,908
1,530
157
291
115

167
76
302
1,484

ments revised under act

Sisseton and

Wahpeton, North and

South Dakota.
Tonkawa. Oklahoma
Winnebago. Nebraska
Wyandotte, Indian Territory

1,724

28,

allot1891,

Schedules not yet examined.
Awaiting approval of Department.

70
952
242

Total

of Feb.

awaits action of this office.
386 patents issued; 1,338 being prepared.

241

patents issued.

15,482

On reservations under special acts oj Congress and agreements ratified by Congress sin$e Feb.

8, 1887.

Absentee Shawnee, Oklahoma.. .
Citizen Pottawatomie,

Crow

563

Creek, South Dakota

3,

3,

1891

(26

1891 (26

879

Schedules not yet examined; act of March

236

Schedules not yet examined; act of Jan.

155
167
548
464

Patents issued; .act Feb. 13, 1891 (26 Stat., 747).
Patents issued; act Mar. 2. 1889 (25 Stat., 1013).
Patents issued; act Mar. 2, 1889 (25 Stat., 888).
Patents issued act Feb. 13, 1891 (26 Stat., 749).
Schedules not yet examined; act of Mar. 2,

66

9

159

168
28,

1882.

Disapproved by the Department, June

approved

to be transmitted for approval

162
..

Awaiting action by this ofiice
M ade by special allotting agent, Michael
Piggott, awaiting action by this office.
Total number of allotments made
to Indians outside of Indian
reservations.

;

1889 (25 Stat., 888).

the public domain outside of any Indian reservation under section 4 of the
general allotment act.

Approved by the Department, June

14,

1889 (26 Stat.. 642).

4,550

Transmitted to Department for approval Feb. 12, 1889.
Transmitted to Department for approval May 8, 1890.

2,

1889 (25 Stat., 838).

On

al lotments

patents issued; act of March

Stat., 989).
...

Total

Ready

patents issued; act of March

Stat,, 989).
1,36-j

Chippewa, White Earth Reservation,
Mir
tinnesota.
Iowa. Oklahoma
_.
Peoria, Indian Territory
Ponca, Nebraska
Sac and Fox, Oklahoma
Sioux, occupying ceded lands in South
Dakota.
Western Miami, Indian Territory..

Total

561

Oklahoma.

357
5
718

1,242

!

Patents issued; act Mar.

2,

1889 (25 Stat., 1013).
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REPORTS OF AGEtfTS IN REGARD TO OPERATION OF GENERAL
ALLOTMENT LAW.

^

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Quapaw Agency, Ind. T., August 20, 1892.
SIR Replying to your letter under date of August 12, 1892, asking for my
views and opinion relative to the practical working of the general allotment law
so far as it applies to the Indians of this agency, I have the honor to state that
I have eight tribes under my charge, seven of which have taken their lands in
severalty under the general allotment act.
Four-fifths of the families, or perhaps more, reside upon some allotment selected for a member of the family, usually that of the father or mother. It is
fair to say that almost all the adult male members manifest a disposition to cultivate their lands, or have it done for them, or improved by some means. At
least one-half of the adult members appreciate their advantages and realize
:

their obligations as citizens.
The Peorias, Miamis, Eastern Shawnees, Modocs, and Ottawas have almost
abandoned their tribal relations, and pay but little attention to their chiefs and
old tribal customs.
Replying to your question 5, as to leasing of lands, I must state that I do not
know how many leases the Peorias have for mining purposes. I suppose about
This leasing was done about the time I took charge of this agency. There
25.
I have reis only one mining lease on the Eastern Shawnee Reservation.
ceived five applications for agricultural leases since receiving the instructions
from your office giving definite instructions and the law applicable to Indian allottees.
There are many white men on this agency, under an old system of labor
contracts which has been the practice here for many years, and from which I
consider the Indians have been greatly benefited. They still have much land

unimproved.
Concerning the general effect of the allotment system and its effect on the
Indians, I must state from the foregoing that its effect is both good and elevating in every way and further, that this system, together with the policy of
education now being pursued by your office, will soon develop these Indians into
a full state of citizenship, completely solving the Indian problem so far as these
Indians are concerned. Great development and progress has been made by the Indians since taking their allotments, together with the improvement and progress
in the schools that has been made during the last two years in this agency, there
being at least four times as much land in cultivation as there was three years ago.
In conclusion, I beg leave to make the following suggestions
That the amended allotment act providing 80 acres per capita to the Indians
is a good law, and equalizes the members of the whole tribe, which is in the
strictest accord with the Indian idea of distribution.
It is also very favorable
to the married women, since they hold their married relations so loosely.
A
woman may be a wife to-day and to-morrow an outcast and disinherited under
;

:

the Indian customs.
I wish to add further in relation to a bill now pending before Congress (Senate bill 3030) that the Seneca Indians should have the 160 acres of land provided
for them, and the Quapaws should have the 200 acres asked for by them in said
bill for the reasons that they have plenty of land and it belongs to them.
The section authorizing the sale of 40 acres of each allottee I think is a good
provision, as it will stimulate the Indian to a higher degree of citizenship and
make him to feel his responsibilities. The Modocs, however, should be made an
exception in this provision, for the reason that they have only about 48 acres
each.
In answering your question, "What is your opinion in allowing the Indians
to lease their lands'?" will say that I favor the leasing clause, for the reason that
four-fifths of the land belongs to women and minor children, which allotment
would necessarily remain unimproved but for the leasing clause.
I also wish to state that there should be reserved at least 320 acres for the
Quapaw boarding school. Also I wish to state that it is very necessary to continue the two boarding schools of this agency until such time as education is
otherwise sufficiently provided for.

Very respectfully,
Hon. T.

T. J. MOORE,
U. S. Indian Agent
J.

MORGAN,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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SIR

:

I

stant in

OMAHA AND WINNEBAGO AGENCY, NEBR., August 17,
have the honor and pleasure of replying to office letter of the 12th inrelation to the working of the allotment laws as to the Omaha and Win-

nebago Indians.

"

The proportion of the a Htees who reside upon their allotments is very large,
would say at least 90 per cent as to the Omahas, and 80 per cenb of the Winnebagoes; but this statement without an explanation would be very misleading.
The Missouri River is the boundary of the reservation on the east, and all
the timber of the reservation is on the eastern third; the soil is good, but the
contour of this section of the reservation is quite rough, with, however, many
'small valleys of tine farming land.
When the allotment was made all of the Indians were living on this section,
and the special agent allotted almost every family 40 or 80 acres in this part of
the reservation, and every house that had been built for an allottee, up to the
time I took charge was also here, and as a result while they are living on their
allotted lands they are only occupying but a small proportion of what has been
allotted to them, and by far the least valuable portion for agricultural purposes,
many having little if any land where they live that is tit for cultivation. This is
more especially true of the Winnebagoes.
"
1

I

As to the proportion who manifest disposition to cultivate their land," a
very large proportion manifest this disposition but in a degree but few who
do not cultivate at least a small portion of their allotted lands, and each year
adds a few to the number who take hold of farming in a businesslike way.
Of those who "appreciate and realize their privileges and obligations as citizens," but very few have any just conception of citizenship.
They regard it as
something they did not want and which has been forced upon them but they
are very free to exercise the right of franchise, from 70 to 80 per cent of those
entitled voting at the last elections.
To say that this vote had been cast intelligently, free from bribery or other
corrupting influences, would be very far from the truth, quite a considerable
proportion regarding their vote as a proper merchantable article, to be disposed
of in the best market, and the history of the first elections held on the reservations but tended to confirm them in this opinion. Thanks to the new election
law in this State, this great evil is now in a large measure done away with.
Some weakening in the tribal ties, tending to a greater individuality and independence, can te noted but even this is largely with the young the tribal
ties are very strong, the traditions and former habits of life have a great hold
on them, which will take much time, with the best directed efforts, to overcome.
Of the Indians under my charge at least 90 per cent have leased all or part of
their allotted lands; three or four have applied to me for permission to lease
since authority has been given me to consider such applications. My judgment
in regard to allowing them to lease their lands is, that leases made in strict compliance with the law of February 28, 1891, and the Department instructions under
that law, will be of the greatest advantage to these people, and that the present
condition of the larger -portion of the reservation being now held under void
leases in direct violation of law, is doing more to retard the progress of this
people to a higher and better condition than all other causes combined.
Day by day I am more and more confirmed in this opinion, seeing as I do those
who had been assisted by the Government, who had started in and made good
progress, farms well opened, and who would have in a short time, if they had
continued, had a home worthy of the name, lease all their land for a little cash
in hand, and the prospect that they would receive enough rental to enable them
to eke out an existence in idleness.
The pressure which is brought to bear on those who hold the most desirable
lands, in the vicinity of the towns, is very great, and if the present condition continues, in a very short time, little if any of these lands will be in the hands of allottees.
Companies are formed whose sole business is in dealing in these leases.
They have large interests at stake they have the towns adjoining the reservation
all working with them to the same end, that these lands may be gotten from the
Indians, from under the control of the Government, to be occupied by the whites.
The Indians are being feasted, cajoled, and incited to discontent all to the same
end, that this very valuable tract of land may be under the control of and occupied
by the whites. The companies engaged in the leasing business, the county authorities, and most of those occupying these lands deny the authority of the Government over the allotted lands and defy the power of the Department to disturb
them; and so long as these conditions exist little good can be done.
A good class of white settlers, intermingled with allottees, is, in my opinion,
;

;

;

;

;

;
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great advantage to the latter. My reason for this opinion is that I notice
allottees on the border of the reservation who are doing" well than elsewhere, and with legal leases of the land which come under the provisions of the
law the same conditions would exist all over the reservation.
My opinion of the general effect of the allotment system and citizenship on
the Indians under my charge is as follows
The allotment systsm is accomplishing great good in its tendency to weaken the tribal ties, teaching the advantages of individual ownership of property and the right to protect and enjoy
it.
This is true of this people but in a limited degree, and time and the bestdirected efforts will be required before the condition hoped for will be reached.
Full citizenship with the right of franchise was, in my opinion, a mistake.
These people were not ready for it, and the evil and demoralizing effect of
bartering in votes will outweigh all possible good.
I would suggest and recommend that the law allowing the leasing of allotted
]ands be so modified as to allow the lease for the term of five years, as much better rates could then be obtained.
I would also call attention to the following condition and suggest that a remedy
be applied Deaths are constantly occurring of allottees who have no estate except their allotment. The heirs will not take the case into court and have the
legal status of the property settled. With the Winnebagoes this would often be
a very intricate question on account of the lax marriage relations, and we have
now many cases of disputed ownership of land, and year by year the number must
increase and time will add much to the difficulties of settlem nt. I consider this
a very important question, but do not feel that I am able to suggest just what
the remtdy should be.
In conclusion, I would emphasize the importance of Department regaining
control of the allotted lands of this reservation at the earliest possible day that
those ''who have the necessary physical and mental qualifications to enable them
to cultivate their own land " be not encouraged and assisted to exist in idleness,
and that those who can have their allotment lawfully leased shall receive a just
and equitable rental. It will require all the power of the Government to accomplish this desired result, but its importance can not be overestimated.
of

more

:

:

;

Very

respectfully,.

ROBERT H. ASHLEY,
The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS,

U. S. Indian Agent.

Washington, D. G.

SIR

:

sult of

SANTEE AGENCY, NEBR., August 05, 1892.
am in receipt of office letter, dated August 13, 1892, requesting the remy observations as to the practical effect of allotting lands in severalty
I

and investing the allottees with citizenship, so far as the Indians under
charge are concerned.

What

my

proportion of the allottees reside upon their allotments? A.
About 95 per cent of adult Indians.
Q. 2. What proportion manifest a disposition to Cultivate their land ? A. All
those who live upon their allotments.
Q. 3. Do any considerable number of the allottees appreciate their privileges
and realize their obligations as citizens? A. A considerable number do appreciate their privileges as citizens quite as well as the majority of white voters.
Their sense of the obligations of citizenship is limited by clannish ideas, but
with healthy treatment they will outgrow this.
Q. 4. Have any considerable number exercised the right of suffrage; and, if
so, have they voted intelligently and free from bribery or other corrupting influences? A. Probably 75 per cent of those having the right of franchise have
exercised it, and 25 per cent have done so intelligently.
Q. 5. Do you observe any tendency among the allottees to a greater individual
independence and a weakening of ttibal ties? A. Yes. Separate allotments
tend to create individual independence by creating individual property rights
which do not depend upon the favor of the chief, thus weakening tribal ties.
This furnishes a basis of political organization other than the family and clan.
This individualizing is not without its dangers until other and higher restraining and directing influences come to take the place of tribal customs.
Q. 6. If white settlers are more or less intermingled with allottees, state
the effect upon the latter. A. There is less friction than would be expected genQ.

1.
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eraliy; there is a neighborly helpfulness, and the Indians have been stimulated
by the example of their white neighbors. Everything depends, however, upon
the kind of white people who settle among them.
Q. 7.
many of the allottees have leased their lands?
many have applied to you for permission to lease, and what is your judgment in regard to allowing them to lease their lands '? A. Only one has leased his land legally. I
have had probably a dozen applications for permission to lease. I have no means
of knowing positively how many have illegally leased their lands but I believe
the number amounts to at least twenty individuals, the lands so leased being
"
mostly children's lands." It would seem probable tome that it might give the
Indian more idea as to the value of land to see others making use of it, and be
also a source of income for himself, and it certainly would be a source of gratification to the whites to see the land in use instead of lying idle.
judgment is
that it would be best to allow him to lease such lands as he can make no use of,
according to the customs and laws of the State, subject to the approval of the
agent in charge.
Q. 8. You will also give your opinion as to what will be the general effect of

How

How

;

My

the allotment system and citizenship among the Indians under your charge with
the reason for such opinion. A. The general effect of the allotment system and
citizenship depend altogether upon the moral condition of the case. These new
If no moral forces are generlegal and political conditions are opportunities.
ated within the man to enable him to use these opportunities they are simply
What he must have is enlarged ideas by education,
pitfalls and snares to him.
a truer and broader knowledge of moral relations, the cultivation of the sense of
individual responsibility and training in political and -civil duties.
The improvement of Indians in this transition state must be measured very
differently from those under the reservation system. The latter accept the authority and direction of the agent in charge. The former having no common
mast 3t' but each responsible to himself may be making progress when he se3ms
to be hopelessly floundering. The Indian as the white must learn through his
failures and all we can do is to make him see and take advantage of them and
thus lead him to ultimate success.
I have no suggestions to make relative to the allotment system except that as
noted in answer to question 7.

Very

respectful ly^

JAMES

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

E. HELMS,
U. S. Indian Agent.

Washington, D. C.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,

CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO INDIAN AGENCY,
Darlington, Okla., August 20, 1892.
SIR: Replying to office letter, bearing date the 12th instant, instructing me to
give the results of my observations upon the practical working of the allotment
laws so far as they affect the Indians under my charge, I have the honor to report that the special agents, appointed to allot'lands in several ty to the Indians
under my charge, practically completed their labors the first week in April.
That on the 19th of same month the surplus lands were opened to white settlement. That in obedience to instructions contained in office letter dated April
20, 1892, I instructed the Indians to report at headquarters in their respective
districts Cantonment, Seger Colony, and agency the morning of the 7th day
of May for the purpose of enrollment preparatory to payment of the balance of
the second sum of $250,000, provided by article VII of the agreement approved
March 3, 1891. That said enrollment and annuity rolls were completed and payment commenced on the 7th day of June. That notwithstanding I instructed the
Indians of the Seger Colony and Cantonment districts to remain at home and
care for their crops, stock, and improve their allotments until notified of the
date when payment would be made to them, they, within a few days, started for
the agency, and by the 20th of May all of the Indians, except a few at Cantonment and on the Upper Washita River, who are not yet ready to accept payment, were congregated in the immediate vicinity of the agency, and with the
exception of some of the Arapahoes remained until about June 30, at which date
the payment was practically completed.
Relative to results from the practical working of the allotment laws, the matter is in embryo, and very little practical results so far attained.
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About 50 per cent of the Indians reside upon their allotments.
In addition to thirty-five families engaged to some extent in farming before
allotments were completed, one hundred and thirteen have improved their allotments by breaking from 3 to 40 acres of prairie, constructing fences, building
houses, digging wells, etc.
The Indians as a class do not comprehend citizenship are not fit for it, and
as yet have not received benefits from their changed condition realizable to
them.
I

Relative to a greater individual independence and a weakening of tribal ties,
observe a strong tendency in this direction, more particularly in individual in-

dependence of action.
There has been no lease of allotments through this office. I am informed two
individual leases have been made. Albert Curtis, half-breed, leasing about 1 acre
of land for brickyard purposes, and Benny Keith, half-breed, 4 or 5 acres adjoining the town of El Reno, on which the party has erected a very good house. On
July 8 I transmitted application of Tom Whiteshirt to lease the allotments of
his wife and two children. On July 12 application of Rosa Romero to lease her
allotment, and also recommended the leasing of allotments of her brother George,
aged 13 years, and Ella, aged 10 years, to which no reply has been received.
Many applications have been made by Indians to lease their lands, but when
the compensation has been stated to them they refuse to consider it. Owing to
the short period (three years for agricultural purposes) for which a lease can be
made under the present law, responsible white men say they can not afford to
fence, break the land, build suitable houses, sheds, dig a well, and make other
improvements necessary for a home, for three years' use of the land.
Very few settlers are intermingled with the allottees. Many of the settlers
after filing returned to Kansas, Texas, and elsewhere to harvest crops and are
now returning to their claims. The Indians with whom I have conversed express a desire for friendly associations with their white neighbors.
Relative to what will be the general effect of the allotment system and citizenship upon the Indians under my charge, the short period of time since they were
brought under this condition and the fact that they have not been subjected to
the laws of the Territory to any considerable extent precludes the giving of an
intelligent opinion as to what will be the general effect. I believe, however, it
will eventually work greatly to their advantage as a people. If it is decided
they are citizens, and their personal property including improvements upon
their allotments subject to taxation, it will tend to discourage industry and civilization for a time.

I recommend the leasing of Indian allotments in excess of what
they can
properly utilize, and for a period of five years for agricultural purposes.

Very

respectfully

,-

CHARLES
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

F.

ASHLEY,

U. 8. Indian Agent.

Washington, D. C.

SAC AND Fox AGENCY, OKLAHOMA, September 3, 1892.
SIR: In reply to office letter, dated August 12, 1892, relative to the practical
working of the allotment laws so far as they affect the Indians under my charge,
I have the honor to say as to the proportion now
residing on their allotments,
say by families: The Sacs and Foxes about one-half, the lo was about one-fourth,
Citizen Pottawatomies about three-fourths, Absentee Shawnees about threefourths. Of the latter about one- third have moved into the Creek
country, which
I do not take into account in the above
report, as the movement may be only
temporary.
I have the honor to
report that the Mo-ko-ho-ko band of Sac and Fox, or
Kansas Sacs, consisting of about one- fourth of the tribe, selected their allotments all contiguous and have fenced it all under one common fence, putting
gates on section lines. They live in groups, breaking and cultivating land without regard to individual ownership.
Big Jim's band of Upper Shawnees, consisting of one- third of the tribe, have
never signified acceptance of allotments which were made to them arbitrarily,
but in such manner as to cover their improvements so far as practicable.
They still occupy and farm their land as they did prior to the allotment.
Thus it will be seen that these two bands avoid as much as possible the true
intent and meaning of the allotment laws.
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There is a general disposition or desjre on the part of Indians to have their
allotments improved and cultivated, but at least half of them would like to lease
their lands to white men and have the lessees do the improving
Many of the
allottees realize their obligations and appreciate their privileges as citizens, yet
a large majority are slow to appreciate and regret that such obligations are upon
them. Still they know that new conditions must take the place of old, and it is
only a question of time when they will accept the inevitable. It is easy to observe among the allottees, especially those who have settled upon and improved
their allotments, a weakening of tribal relations, an abandonment of old forms
and customs, and a growing individual independence.
The?'e has been great clamor among the allottees for permission to lease their
lands, and I have been informed that a number of leases have been made by Indians to real estate men and speculators of contiguous allotments, which they
propose to sublease for pasture and stock purposes. They claim that these leases
are legal because the Indian is a citizen.
There have been no leases made by authority. I understand that the leasing
of allotments is in direct opposition to the policy of the Government, and in my
judgment leasing should be discouraged, except in cases provided by law.
The individual should be induced to fence his land, to cultivate a reasonable
amount, so much as he could properly care for, and use the balance for meadow
pasture and stock purposes. The leasing of allotments in this country, where
land is so plenty and cheap, can not be profitable. The class of men that would
take land for a share of the crops are a poor class of farmers and would soon impoverish the land. Good farmers, that could make a lease profitable, can not
afford to become lessees, but would naturally purchase and seek homes of their
own. The average Indian is not competent to make leases and look after his
own interests, as it would require much care and watchfulness to protect him
against imposition.
I have had white men come to me and ask me to approve written contracts
that they had made with Indians, wherein they had leased valuable allotted land
for a term of from seven to ten years at 10 cents an acre per annum. There have
been many contracts presented to me in like manner, and not one where the
My opinion is" that
compensation for the Indian was worthy of consideration.
"
the leasing of allotments should be discouraged. If the
gates are open they
will nearly all want to lease their land, get what they can out of it, squander
their profits, and lead a loafing, vagabond life. This matter of leasing allotments is a serious question for consideration, as there is undoubtedly two sides
to it. While to permit leases would be a benefit to some it is my judgment that
it would be detrimental to a large majority.
The intermingling of allottees and becoming subject to the laws of the land,
and having the example of thrift and industry of the white settlers must of necessity have a beneficial influence upon the Indian, and will, if no serious mistakes occur, fin ally result in thorough civilization.
There is no doubt but what the allotment system, the breaking up of tribal
relations, and compulsory education are potent means of civilizing the Indian,
evidence of which is manifest among the Indians of this agency, especially
the Sac and Fox, which tribe shows a remarkable improvement in the past
two years, and are manifesting much interest in the education of their children,
having appropriated $13,000 of their own money to erect additional school buildings and many of them have made substantial and valuable, improvements on
their allotments, built good houses and are living comfortably, whereas two
years ago they were living in tepees and wickiups.
I am of the opinion that the responsibilities of citizenship are being prematurely forced upon some of the tribes under this agency. I refer more particularly to fne Sac and Fox and lowas that two years ago were largely blanket Indians. They are in many respects much like children, and it was understood
by them they were to have twenty-five years to prepare for citizenship, which
would seem to me a proper time.
I look upon this as a critical period in the lives of these Indians.
Being subject to the machinations of dishonest white men and surrounded with temptations and easy access to saloons, the lax construction and enforcement of the
liquor law by Territorial officers, 'etc., yet I think so far their conduct is as good
as could be expected.
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL L. PATRICK,
U. S. Indian Ayent.
1

.

;

.
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APPENDIX.
SISSETON AGENCY,

S.

DAK., August,

1892.

Referring to your communication dated August 12, 1892, 1 have the honor
to briefly give my views in compliance therewith.
The result of my observations upon the practical working of the general allotment law since I took charge of this agency is favorable to the system, though
some changes might be made that would encourage the allottee and harm no one.
Nearly all the adult male allottees reside'with their families on their allotments. "The older ones have their patches of corn and. potatoes, while the young
men are manifesting a disposition to farm more extensively, many of them, however, preferring to raise stock (horses being their choice) to cultivating the soil.
Not less than two -thirds of the allotments are to minors and old people who
can not make use of them, and with the facilities within the reach of the balance 160 acres is all they can handle for a few years, in consequence of which
thousands of acres must necessarily remain in a wild state for an indefinite time,
the owners receiving no benefit whatever until some practical law is enacted
permitting the parents or guardians to lease these lands for a longer period than
three years, as no sane man cares to take land to cultivate or to make the necessary improvements for the protection of stock in this extreme climate for so
short a term and for these reasons but few applications for leases have been
made, and these upon learning the law became disheartened and abandoned the

SIR

:

;

project.

Most of tbe allottees who have come under my notice appreciate their privileges and realize their obligations as citizens; but being citizens and subject to
the laws of the State, they do not like to recognize that an agent has any authority. But most of them are willing to listen to advice and in many cases
profit by it where they have differences, knowing that a lawsuit would be expensive. In the past few weeks a number of separations of young married men
and women have been amicably settled at the agent's office, peace and harmony
now prevailing at their homes. Some of these were caused by jealousy, others
by strong drink.
"None of these allottees have yet exercised the right of franchise, but there is
a manifest growing pride among them in anticipation of the privileges of voting
this fall. And I believe they will be as free from bribery and corrupt influences
as their white neighbor s.
Tribal ties are fast becoming extinct, and only on our national holiday and
when called together by the agent do we see any considerable number of tepees
in a group.

have not learned of any trouble existing between the white settlers and alon this reservation, and believe the intermingling of whites and Indian
farmers will have a good effect.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I

lottees

D. T.

HiNDMAN,

U.

Hon. T.

J.

IS.

Indian Ayent.

MORGAN,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

YANKTON AGENCY,
SIR

:

have the honor

I

12, 1892,

to

S.

DAK., September 14, 1892.
your letter dated August
observations upon the practical

acknowledge the recsipt

desiring me to report the result of my
of the general allotment law so far as

workings

of

it affects

agency.
The following specific questions being propounded,

them, which

I

do as follows

I

the Indians at this

am

asked to reply to

:

What proportion of the allottees reside upon their allotments? A. Prac^(1)
tically all of the Indians reside upon some part of their allotments at least a
portion of the year. Those who have comfortable houses reside on meir allotments almost constantly

;

many who have no houses on their allotments stay
summer months, returning to the timber

there, living in lodges during the

lands on Missouri bottoms the remainder of the year.
(2) What proportion of the allottees manifest a disposition to cultivate their
lands? A. All of the Indians seem to wish to have a farm; eventhose who are
employed in shops, etc., seem to expect to cultivate some part of their lands in
crop. This has been carried to excess in some cases by the father or head of
the family endeavoring to cultivate a small
patch on the allotments of each
member of the family.
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(3) Do any considerable number of the allottees appreciate their privilege
and realize their obligations as citizens'? A. These. Indians have not yet
been educated to citizenship, local authorities claiming that as long as the reservation remains intact they can exercise no jurisdiction over the Indians, and
so the county authorities will establish no voting or election precincts at which
the Indians can vote.
(4) Have any considerable number exercised the right of suffrage, and if so
have they voted intelligently and free from bribery or other corrupting influences? A. None have voted.
(5) Do you observe any tendency among the allottees to a greater individual
independence and a weakening of tribal ties? A. I observe a tendency to be independent of the chiefs or headmen of the tribe, but no special weakening of

their tribal

ties.

?
How many have apand whatisyour judgment in regard to allowEig them to lease their allotments ? A. None have leased several have applied,
but have declined to do so after being shown the regulations and contract in relation to the same. In my judgment, if it is the desire of the Government that
the Indians become practical, thrifty farmers, the leasing of land should be dis-

(6)

How many

lied to

of

the allottees have leased their lands

you for permission

to lease,

;

couraged.
The ultimate effect upon the Indians of the allotment system and the final extinguishment of the reservation will depend largely upon the character of the
people with whom they may necessarily associate in the future. Should the
people who settle on the ceded lands, which is intermixed considerably with
Indian allotments, be people of steady habits and law-abiding the Indian will
probably follow in their tracks and do well. If, however, the settlers are dissolute and have no regard for the rights of others, or should intoxicating liquors
be introduced and sold freely to them, we may soon expect them to follow the
trail of the buffalo and be known no more forever.

Very
Hon. T.

respectfully,

J.

E. W. FOSTER,
U. S. Indian Agent.

MORGAN,

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

PUYALLUP AGENCY, TACOMA, WASH.,
SIR

have the honor

to

August

30, 1892.

acknowledge the receipt

of office letter of the 12th
instant, making certain inquiries about the practical effects of the allotments of
land in severally with the accompanying privileges of citizenship, etc.
I will answer the several questions in detail.
First. "What proportion of the allottees reside upon their allotments? Some
:

I

have died, but counting those who have died as living on their allotments who
did so up to the time of their death, I find that on the Puyallup Reservation 160
live on their allotments and 7 off.
Nisqually Reservation, 28 live on their allotm ents and 2 off. Squakson, 14 live on
their allotments and 9 off. Skokomish, 45
live on their allotments and 1 off. Chehalis, 32 live on their allotments and 3 off.
This does not mean exactly that they live there all the time, but that it is the
'only home they have, and that they are there more than any other one place.
Second. What proportion manifest a disposition to cultivate their land? Of
those living on the Puyallup Reservation, 141 do and 25 do not. The Chehalis
Reservation, 25 do and 10 do not, Nisqually, 27 do and 3 do not. Squakson, 6do
and 17 do not. Skokomish, 37 do and 9 do not. This does not mean that all of
these gain their living from their land, but that they cultivate some, even if it
is but a small garden patch.
Third. "Do any considerable number of the allottees appreciate their privi"
leges and realize their obligations as citizens ?
Probably three-fourths of them
all appreciate their privileges
enough to vote and pay personal taxes, but very
few realize their obligations as citizens to that extent that they understand they
have anything to do for the public good.
Fourth. " Have any considerable number of the allottees exercised the right of
suffrage, and if so have they voted intelligently and free from bribery or other
"
As said before, at least three-fourths, if not four- fifths
corrupting influences ?
have voted. But very few voted independently, free from influence of some kind.
I should judge that about one-third of those
voting are influenced by what would
be considered corrupt influences that is bribery either direct or indirect, or the
;
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hope or expectation

of

immediate personal gain, entirely independent

public benefit.

of

any

Fifth. "Do you observe any tendency among the allottees to a greater indi"
There is not very much
vidual independence and a weakening of tribal ties ?
difference in this, as the tribal ties were very much broken be fore, and the
weak and ignorant follow the lead of the strong and intelligent now as they did
1

before.
"
Six.

How many of the allottees have leased their lands ? " About twenty on
the Puyallup Reservation and one on the Skokomish have leased a part or all of
the agricultural land for a longer or shorter time, generally from one to two years.
This does not include the contracts to sell which have incorporated in them a
form of lease and where the parties did not take possession but where they rented
it bona fide to use and cultivate the land.
Seventh. " How many have applied to you for permission to lease, and what
On the Puis your judgment in regard to allowing them to lease their land?"
yallup Reservation 13 have applied to me for permission to lease their land. In
cases where they are so situated that they can not cultivate the whole of their
land, I think it is best that they be allowed to lease at least apart of their land,
but where they can do it themselves it is better not. In almost all the instances
that have come to my knowledge where they have wished to lease, it has been
best for them to do so.
Lastly. You desire my opinion as to the general effect of the allotment system and citizenship upon the Indians under my charge, with the reasons for
those opinions; also suggestions regarding any modifications that would be
advisable concerning the system. In reply to this I will say That my observation leads me to the conclusion that the allotment of lands in several ty is every
way desirable. It gives them a home and provides them a way in which their individual labor will result in their own personal advancement.
As for citizenship,! think they are not ready for it, and it will result in harm
for them instead of good. As I said before, a very large proportion of them
must follow the lead of some one; they are not intelligent enough, nor
have they sufficient moral tone to act independently and for their own best
good. They mistake the freedom of citizenship for personal license to indulge in
any wanton acts they choose. There is among almost all of these Indians a
universal and inveterate tendency to the use of intoxicating liquors. By their
being citizens the laws forbidding the sale of intoxicating liquor to Indians becomes null and void, and no restraint upon the Indian indulging in the use of
strong drink can be exercised. Then, in his family relations, as it is not the
duty of any one to prevent it or see that it is punished, they drift right back
into the old-time custom of putting away one woman and taking another without
due form of law. They also drift back into the exercise of the old customs of
Indian doctoring, medicine men, necromancy, etc., and there is no way to
stop it.
Last of all, but not least of all, they are no longer under any obligation of any
kind to send their children to school. They take them out on the slightest pretext, send them irregularly if at all, and the discipline and efficiency of the schools
are in a great measure destroyed
Being very small taxpayers, if at all, the county
^officers do not feel inclined to spend much money in bringing criminals to justice,
unless it affects a white man, when they are punished with undue severity. Being generally very poor they are unable to maintain their rights and pay the
expenses in any civil causes, so that they are left practically without much law.
In short their case seems to be much worse in nearly every respect and better in
scarcely any. It is very much like giving a fourteen-year-old boy his freedom
when he still needs his father's watchfulness and care.
Suggestions. The present defect in the land- in-several ty business is that in the
descent of title upon the death of the original grantees the right to the land
gets so divided and subdivided that no one has sufficient preponderance of
property in the land to make it to his interest to improve it. After a few subsequent deaths of the heirs the title becomes so interminably mixed that it is
next to impossible to clear it up. Not being alienable there can nothing be
done. There being no records of deaths, marriages, etc., and often in oase of
collateral heirs the issue of polygamous marriages to take into consideration,
it is very difficult to determine who the real heirs are and then
impossible tfo
segregate their individual interests. Under our State laws it costs from $50 to
$100 to settle an estate, and the fees must be paid in advance, and while there
are a large number in probate none as yet have been settled, and they are getting worse every day. I can not see any very satisfactory cure. The only thing- 1
:

.
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can suggest is for a law to be passed allowing the heirs to sell to each other.
This would have its drawbacks, but I can suggest nothing better.
Regarding citizenship I can see no cure. The law having once given it to
them, the right can not be taken away from them. But if nothing can be done
some legislation might be enacted which would prevent more from being done.
It seems tome that instead of making citizens of Indians by merely allo ting them
a piece of land whether they use it or not, the law should provide that such of
them who cultivate and reside upon their land for the t3rm of twenty-five years
might then, in the event of their being at that time able to read and write, be
admitted into the full rights of citizenship. This would give them twenty-five
years of preparation besides requiring an educational test, without which no person should be allowed to assist in governing our country. It would also eliminate
all those who, having the land allotted to them, should not improve and make a
good use of it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWIN EELLS,
U.

Hon. T.

J.

IS.

Indian Agent.

MORGAN,

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

TULALIP AGENCY,

Washington, August 24, 1892.

SIR In reply to office letter bearing date August 12, 1892, I have the honor
to submit the following, to wit
(1) Eight- tenths of the allottees reside upon their allotments.
:

:

Eight-tenths manifest a disposition to cultivate their land.
A considerable number of the allottees appreciate their privileges in the
ownership of land in severalty but few, however, realize their obligations as
(2)
(3)

;

citizens.

None of the allottees have exercised the right of suffrage, though effort
being made to so inform them that they may do so intelligently and con-

(4)
is

scientiously.
(5) There is certainly a tendency among the allottees to a greater individual
independence and a weakening of tribal ties.
In my
(6) No allottees have leased their land though several have applied.
opinion they should be allowed to lease their holdings as the Indians have in
many instances neither the necessary knowledge nor money to enable them to
improve their heavily timbered tracts. However, the duration of the lease, as
provided in amended allotment act of 1877, is too short to allow a white man tot
derive any benefit from leasing Indian land, and the whites in Washington will
not so lease it. Given a lease of seven years a white man could not only put an
Indian's land in good shape for said Indian to farm same, but would have a sufficient occupancy to repay him for time, labor, and money expended.
(7) The effect of the allotment system, as far as the title to a separate tract of
land goes, is most beneficial and incites the Indian to greater industry, makes
him more independent, and tends greatly to weaken the tribal relation but the
attendant privilege of citizenship these Indians are not prepared for, and they
abuse same. Whenever they find that they are citizens by virtue of their title
to land and can therefor vote and drink, they will vote and drink the first without understanding or honor, and the second to excess and to their serious detriment if not to their extinction.
I would therefore suggest the striking out of that clause of' section 6 of the
Allotment act of 1887, conferring citizenship on allottees for the reason that these
Indians are not sufficiently civilized to make good use of the liberty thereby conveyed and would urge that steps be taken to remove the restriction against the
cutting of standing timber from the land of allottees that such allottees be able
to better improve and cultivate their farms.
In connection with said last suggestion, I would most respectfully call attention to that portion of my annual report for 1891, under the head of Indian lands,
which fully sets forth the condition of the allotments on four of the reservations
under this agency.
;

;

Very

respectfully,

C. C. THORNTON,
U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D.

(7
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GREEN BAY AGENCY,

Wis.,
Weshena, September 7, 1892.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.:
SIR Referring to office letter of the 12th August last relating to condition
and circumstances of Indian allottees at this agency, I would respectfully state
the only allotments at this agency under the general law are to the Oneida
Indians. A part of the Stockbridge Reservation was allotted under special act
of 1871. but has not been perfected.
The Oneida allotment under the general law by Special Agent Banna C. Lamb
has not yet been approved, though apparently acceptable to most of the people.
Many of these Indians were engaged in farming for years before this said allotting survey was commenced, so that a large number of improved farms had to
bs divided and assigned to different persons in order to adjust right numbers of
acres to each individual.
I should think that something more than half the allottees were located upon
the premises allotted to them. Those engaged in farming before the allotment
have continued in s uch occupation but I think that the number of farmers has
not been largely increased since the completion of the allotments. The Indian,
does not acquire energy for anew purpose by any sudden effort; the idea of benefits to be obtained by habits of continuous industry is developed slowly.
Under the head of appreciating privileges and realizing obligations, I think
that the Indians here have not experienced any advanced privileges other than
:

;

the exclusive right to possession of their allotted premises. The obligation to
refrain from trespassing on the premises of a neighbor does not seem to be well
established in all cases.
The right of suffrage has not been practically recognized as yet.
part of
the Oneida Reservation is situated in Brown County and a part in the county of

A

Outagamie; the board of supervisors of each county have declined to acknowledge citizenship in this people by refraining to organize towns or establish precincts for voting .purpo/ies on the reservation. I understand that some portion
of this tribe will claim the right to vote at the coming elections; and presumptively they will be influenced, like other newly-made citizens, by the character

the advisors who obtain their confidence. There is little precsptible difference in tribal relations at the present time.
No leases of allotted premises are reported at this office, but quite a number
ot them would like to lease their land to white people, all seeming to understand
that white men will accomplish much more than Indians under like conditions.
Concerning the effect of allotment system and citizenship upon Indians here,
I would express the opinion that for the Oneida Indians the allotment will prove
advantageous in advancing their condition both, mentally and financially by
stimulating individual enterprise in the management of this property and by
citizenship inspiring interest in the management of public affairs..
For the Stockbridge Indians I do not discover that permanent improvement
has resulted from the allotment and citizenship conferred upon them about
eighteen years ago. Nearly all can read, and I think they have comprehension
of their duties; but so many of them prefer the association with liquor-drinking
elements in neighboring towns that moral stamina and individual enterprise are
at a low ebb.
A part of the Menomonees would undoubtedly improve their condition if lands
were allotted in several ty, but the large number would not be improved by such
action immediately. It 'is probable that there would be a struggle to secure
allotments in the timber bslt, more for the money value in timber than to make
of

permanent farm homes.

The only modification of the allotment act I would suggest would be to have
discretionary authority somewhere to shorten the pariod of probation to less
than twenty-five years.
Very

respectfully,

CHAS.
Hon. THOMAS

J.

MORGAN,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington,

S.

KELSEY,

U. S. Indian Agent.
I).

C.
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INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO INDIAN AGENTS IN REGARD TO ROADS
UPON INDIAN RESERVATIONS.
It is important that Indians be instructed in the duty and labor of opening
and repairing roads, and building bridges for their common benefit and the

1

general welfare.
All roads existing or required to be opened on Indian reservations or school
tracts for general use by the Indians, and for purposes of the Indian service
(except such as may exist under charter or other authority requiring them to
be in condition for travel), should be kept in good repair.
Where new roads are to be opened or old ones are straightened or otherwise
necessarily changed, they should be laid out and constructed, as far as may be
practicable, upon the lines dividing the allotments or tracts occupied by individual Indians; and those roads likely to form a continuation and part of public
highways existing outside of reservations should be laid out and constructed in
the general direction most necessary and convenient for the public interest.
The whole reservation shall be districted, the districts for this purpose to coincide, as nearly as practicable, with those prescribed for the purposes of the
Indian courts. The agent shall appoint a "supervisor of roads " for each district, who will be selected from the most industrious, capable, intelligent, and
progressive Indians residing therein, and who will be charged with the duty of
the supervision of the roads and bridges within his district.
When a farmer, additional farmer, or other person employed for instructing
Indians in industrial pursuits, is stationed in any road district, he will be expected to see that the work necessary to keep the roads in condition for travel
is not neglected
and the supervisor of roads for that district shall make his
reports to the agent through him.
Each supervisor of roads, as soon as practicable after his appointment, shall
and submit to the agent an alphabetical list of all persons liable to road
Erepare
ibor residing within his district, such lists to be revised yearly and the revised list to be filed with the agent on or before the 1st day of January of each
;

year.
All able-bodied male Indians belonging on the reservation, between the ages
of 21 and 45 years, including persons permitted to reside there by reason of
marriage t:> Indian women, or for any other reason, except employes of the Government, missionaries, ministers of the gospel, and persons regularly employed
in school work, will be required to perform, without compensation therefor,

such number of days of lab. r in each year, not less than two nor more than five,
as may be required for opening and repairing the roads: provided, when great
damage is done to the roads by sudden storms, etc., such greater number of days
labor may te required of those persons liable for road labor as the emergency

may demand.
The supervisor

shall call upon those in his district liable to road labor to perform their respective duties at such times as will least interfere with their own
work upon their allotments or elsewhere, and shall give each person not
Erivate
jss than two days' notice.
Every person so notified shall be required to appear at the place and hour designated by the supervisor, with such tools and implements as said supervisor
may direct, and shall perform, under the personal direction of the -super visor,
or of some one appointed by him, eight hours' faithful labor for each day's work

assessed to him.

Any person required to perform labor on the roads of his district may be allowed, if he desire to do so, to furnish at his own expense a competent and suitable substitute to perform such labor in lieu of his own personal service.
Any person furnishing, when required to do so, teams, tools, or other implements for work on the roads will be allowed proper deduction therefor from the
number of days of personal labor assessed to him.
Any Indian who refuses, or without good and sufficient cause fails to perform
the work assessed to him, shall be reported to the agent by the supervisor having
charge of the district in which he is liable to perform such labor, and by the
agent to the judge of the Indian court having jurisdiction over such district, if
such court exists, and shall be subject to the punishment provided in the regulations relating to the establishment and jurisdiction of Indian courts. If no
such court exists the agent shall himself take steps to oblige the delinquent to
perform the proper amount of work, or to punish him, according to the nature of
the offense, in such manner as may be within the scope of his authority. Any
person other than an Indian refusing or failing to perform the road duty assessed to him shall be liable to removal from the reservation.
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Persons held as prisoners under charge of the agent may be required when
.practicable and in the discretion of the agent to perform labor necessary for opening and repairing roads on the reservation.
It shall be the duty of each supervisor to submit to the agent an annual report
showing:

The total number of days' work done under his supervision during the year.
The locality in which such work was done, and th.3 nature of the work.
each Indian or other per(3) The number of days' labor actually performed by
son, whose name appears on the roll of those liable to road labor, and whether
such work was performed by the individual in person or by a substitute.
that work be done dur(4) The points in the district where it is most desirable
ing the next year and the nature and extent of the work required.
The agent shall make an annual report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
(1)

(2)

based upon the several supervisors' reports submittedto him, and upon his personal observation and knowledge of the work accomplished during the year in
the way of road improvement and building.

CORRESPONDENCE

IN

REGARD TO EMPLOYMENT OF ATTORNEYS
FOR INDIANS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, August

5, 189%.

am

in receipt of your communication of the 23d ultimo, inclosing a
letter dated July 16, 1892, addressed to you by Senator Pettigrew,and six blank
forms, relative to the employment of Mr. F. M. Goodykoontz, as attorney to
represent the Pine Ridge Sioux Indians and protect their interests in the Court
of Claims under the act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stats., 851), and requesting that
with
you be instructed "as to the proper method of procedure in compliance
"
the Senator's request, as contained in his letter transmitting said papers to you.
On March 3, 1891, an act of Congress was approved (26 Stats., 851), conferring
upon the Court of Claims jurisdiction and authority to inquire into and finally
adjudicate, in the manner provided in said act

SIR

:

I

First. All claims for property of citizens ol the United States taken or destroyed by Indians
belonging to any band, tribe or nation, in amity with the United States, without just cause or
provocation on the part of the owner or agent in charge, and not returned or paid for.
Second. Such jurisdiction shall also extend to all cases which have been examined and allowed
by the Interior Department, and also to such cases as were authorized to be examined under the
act of Congress making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian
Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for the'year ending
June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-six, and for other purposes, approved March third,
eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and under subsequent acts, subject, however, to the limita-

tions hereinafter provided.
Third. All just offsets and counter claims to
may be before such court for determination.

any claim

of either of the preceding classes

which

The judgments authorized by this act to be rendered bind the Government,
and also the tribe of Indians committing the depredations when they can be
identified, and are payable ultimately out of funds which now are or may hereafter become due on any account to such tribe, except those arising from "appropriations for their current and necessary support, snbsist?nce, and education." If they have no funds, the judgments are made payable, primarily, out
of the Treasury of the United States, such payments to remain a charge against,
and to be deducted from, any money hereafter becoming due the tribe.
It will be seen that this provision is very broad and far-reaching in its effects.
It constitutes a lien upon the funds of the Indians, from which there is no escape.
That this is unjust to the Indians I entertain no doubt but it is the law nevertheless. In my annual report for 1891, page 117 et seg., in reference to this sub;

ject, I stated as follows:

Uder the operation of the law contained in this section (section VI), it is apparent that a
upon all f unds which now are or may hereafter become due to any Indians
on any account whatever, for the payment of these claims, except so much as may be necessary
for their current and necessary support, subsistence, and education." By an examination of
the tables herewith presented, showing the date of origin and the amount of the claims on tile
in this office, it will be seen that many of them originated at so remote a period that the present generation of Indians can not possibly have any knowledge of or personal responsibility
for them. It thus occurs that a great hardship is liable to be imposed upon the present generlien is constituted
1

ation (which is making, comparatively speaking, satisfactory progress in civilization), by punishing children for crimes committed by their ancestors, and imposing upon them, in their ad-
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vanced and advancing condition, a burden which was created by their fathers while yet in a
state of savagery, if the law is permitted to remain as it is it will work great hardship and
will be a matter of very considerable discouragement to the present, if not to future generations. Many of the Indians belonging to the different tribes which are chargeable with depredations are poor and struggling to become self-supporting, and the collection of these amounts
It certainly will
will unduly punish them for sins of which, personally, they are not guilty
provoke, in many cases, a spirit of antagonism and restlessness that would be very hurtful
primarily to the Indians themselves, and might seriously impair the peaceable relations between them and the Government, in which event the unlimited expense of reducing them to a
state of peace would be far greater than the payment of these claims outright from the Treasury of the United States.
When the different tribes which have entered into treaties and agreements with the United
States bargained that the moneys to become due them by reason of such treaties or agreements
should be held in trust by the Government and be paid to them in the manner and form set
forth in such agreements or treaties, it was not contemplated by them that it would, at some
subsequent period, enact a law, in the consideration of which they could have no part, which
would practically confiscate these various moneys and divert their payment into an altogether
different channel from that originally intended and agreed upon.
In view of this situation, I would respectfully recommend that the act be amended so as to
leave it discretionary with the Secretary of the Interior to determine as to whether or not
the financial condition of any tribe, against whom judgment may be obtained in the Court of
Claims on account of depredations committed by members of that tribe, will justify the deduction from tribal moneys of the funds necessary for the payment of such judgments.

The fourth section of said act of March 3, 1891, provided that " It shall be the
duty of the Attorney-General of the United States to appear and defend the
interests of the Government and of the Indians in the suit." Apparently, this
seems to provide for an adequate defense for the interests of the Indians, but
when it is remembered that their interests and those of the United States are
not identical, except in the early stages of the litigation that is to say, while
contesting the validity of the claim only and become antagonistic as soon as
that validity is established, and when the remaining question becomes that as to
which is liable for the payment of the claim, the Attorney-General, however
able and however friendly to the interests of the Indians he may be, can not.
in my opinion, at that time represent the Indians with that degree of effectiveness that another attorney representing them solely could do and their interests, both present and prospective, as I have shownj in the results of these suits,
are so great that they should be protected at every stage of such judicial proceedings by the employment of every means of defense available therefor and
by the services of the most vigilant and skillful counsel procurable.
I have given this subject much anxious thought in my desire to secure either
legislation or practice which would inure to the benefit of the Indians, and I
must confess that I am still considerably preplexed by the problem presented.
The said act also in the same section provided that " any Indian or Indians interested in the proceedings may appear and defend by an attorney employed by
such Indian or Indians with the approval of the Commissioner of tndian Affairs,
if he or they shall choose so to do, "but made no provision whatever for the
payment of such attorney, and in the absence of authority to make payment for
services rendered it has been difficult to determine upon the method by which
any attorney may be employed under this provision.
On the 22d of March Jast I had this matter before me and addressed a letter
to the honorable Secretary of the Interior, suggesting that an item similar to
the following be inserted in the sundry civil bill then pending in Congress
;

:

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, authorized to expend not exceeding the
sum of ten thousand dollars from the balance on hand of the appropriation made by act of
Congressof March 3, 1891 (26 Stat., page 1009), forthe investigation of Indian depredation claims,
in the employment of an attorney and such assistants as may be needed, and in paying the necessary expenses in preparing defenses in behalf of Indians whose funds are sought to be charged
for depredations.

That letter was forwarded by the honorable Secretary to the President of the
Senate, March 25, 1892, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations and
printed as Senate Executive Document No. 65, Fifty-second Congress, first session, and stated inter alia as follows :
I am very strongly impressed with the necessity that the Indians should have the best possi
ble counsel, in order that injirstice may not be done them, and I have be^n at a loss to know by
what method the counsel could be procured or authorized. So far as I now see, the two principal ways of doing it are, first, to allow each band or tribe of Indians to enter into contract
with an attorney and have that contract approved by this office. This, however, is open to very
serious objections, among which may be stated that there is no money set apart for the payment of such attorneys; it would throw upon the office the necessity of deciding as to the respective merits of different attorneys who desire to do the work; it would probably result in
the authorization of a large number of attorneys, and inasmuch as the claims already aggregate
more than $20,000,000, the ultimate attorney fees on the most moderate baseis of percentage
would amount to an enormous sum, which must be paid eventually by the Indians or by the Government of the United States.
1 have been rather appalled by these considerations, and have been very slow to approve any
contract between any tribe and an attorney, or to give encouragement to this method. An-
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Other plan which seems to me more desirable is the amendment of the law authorizing the employment of an able attorney, with possibly one assistant, at such salary as may seem best, and.
they should give their whole time to the one purpose of defending the Indians against these
various claims. This method would simplify the work, would render it, I think, more effective
than the other, and wouLd, of course, entail an expense quite insignificant as compared with
the possible cost of the employment of attorneys by contract.
I therefore take the liberty to invite your attention to the fact that there is a balance of
about $22,000 on the books of this office from the appropriations made by Congress for "investigating Indian depredation claims," part of which is used and required under the last section of
the act of March 3, 1891, for the completion of such business as was pending at that date in the
depredation division of this office, for making transfers and records of the safne, and keeping
custody of the papers, etc., as stated in said act; and inasmuch as the above-mentioned sum of
$22,000 is more than is required for these purposes, I respectfully recommend that an amendment be submitted to Congress, to be attached to the sundry civil bill, authorizing the Department to expend a sum not exceeding $10,000 from the above balance of $22,000 in the employment
of an attorney and such assistants as may be needed, and in paying the necessary expenses in
preparing defenses in behalf of the Indians whose funds are sought to be charged for depredations.

The amendment thus proposed

to the sundry civil bill

was not incorporated

therein, and. therefore the plan I had decided upon as being probably the best
for securing the results desired is no longer available. Contracts between Indian
tribes and various attorneys have been submitted to me for approval from time
to time under said provision contained in section 4 of the act before referred to
and where the tribes had funds to their credit and the fees charged were not
excessive and the contracts were otherwise properly drawn in such a way as to
thoroughly protect the interests of the Indians they have been approved ; but
where the Indians had no funds to their credit out of which such payments could
be made I have not deemed it wise, if, indeed, legal, to approve such contracts,
however essential I might consider it that the Indians should have special counsel to represent them in the Court of Claims and as Congress has not made the
provision recommended in my letter of March 22, 1892, above referred to, for the
employment of one attorney, with assistants, to defend the interests of all the
Indians, but has left the law as it was before, authorizing- separate tribes or individual Indians to enter into contract with the approval of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, I must adhere to this position in the future.
I can readily perceive how in some respects the services of attorneys employed by each tribe, separately from the others might be more advantageous
to the Indians than if one attorney, with assistants, were selected to represent
the whole. As, for instance, such attorneys would find the plea of an alibi (which
I imagine will be the principal defense which the Indians may desire to set up,
independently of any defense which they may share in common with the United
States) of advantage to their respective clients, which it would not be if one
attorney defended all the tribes. I am therefore disposed to give my approval under the law to proper contracts, safely guarded, to such reputable and
competent attorneys selected by such Indians as have the necessary funds to pay
1

;

;

them. But this office will not undertake to suggest to the Indians the name of
any attorney or to influence them in any selection they may make in any way.
The Indian appropriation act, approved July 13, 1892, contains the following

clause:

The Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to pay out of the common funds belonging to
any band or tribe of Indians residing in South Dakota and the band of Santee Sioux of Nebraska
the sum of not to exceed $1,000 per year for each tribe or band, in accordance with the provisions of any contract made by said tribes or bands with any person for services as attorney of
such tribe or baud, said contract to be first approved by the Secretary of the Interior.

Under this provision it is entirely competent for the Indians in your charge
to enter into contract, within its terms, with any attorney or attorneys for their
services in this respect, and lawful authority is created for paying the fees
agreed upon. And in this connection it may be proper to say that a contract,
similar to that submitted herewith, between the Santee Sioux and Mr. Goodykoontz, was approved by this office August 3, 1892, "upon the express condition
that the compensation to be paid thereunder, taken together with all other
sums to be paid under any contract with the Sioux bands and the Northern
Cheyennes, shall not exceed in the aggregate the sum of $4,000 per annum."
You will therefore assemble the Indians in your charge in council and cause
this matter to be submitted to them and brought to their understanding fully ;
and should they desire the services of Mr. Goodykoontz as their attorney the
contract may be signed in quadruplicate and forwarded to this office, as in other
cases, for its consideration.
Very

respectfully,

T. J.

MORGAN,
Commissioner.

.Capt.

GEORGE LEROY BROWN, U.

S. A.,

Acting U. S. Indian Agent, Pine Ridge Agency, S. Dak.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington. November 19, 1892.
SIR: On March 3, 1891, an act of Congress was approved (26 Stats., 851)
conferring upon the Court of Claims jurisdiction and authority to inquire into
and finally adjudicate, in the manner provided in said act
First. All claims for property of citizens of the United States taken or destroyed by Indians
belonging to any band, tribe, or nation in amity with the United States, without just cause or
provocation on the part of the owner or agent in charge, and not returned or paid for.
Second. Such jurisdiction shall also extend to all cases which have been examined and
allowed by the Interior Department, and also to such cases as were authorized to be examined
under the act of Congress making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of
the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for
the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-six, and for other purposes, approved March third, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and under subsequent acts, subject,
however, to the limitations hereinafter provide^.
Third. All just offsets and counter claims to any claim of either of the preceding classes
which may be before such court for determination.

The judgments authorized by this act to be rendered bind the Government and
committing the depredations when they can be identified, and are payable ultimately out of funds which now are or may hereafter
also the tribe of Indians

become due on any account to such tribe, except those'arising from "appropriations for their current and necessary support, subsistence, and education." If
they have no funds, the judgments are made payable, primarily, out of the
Treasury of the United States, such payments to remain a charge against and
to be deducted from any money hereafter becoming due the tribe.

The fourth section of said act provided that " it shall be the duty of the Attorney-General of the United States to appear and defend the interests of the
Government and of the Indians in the suit," and also in the same section provided that " any Indian or Indians interested in the proceedings may appear and
defend by an attorney employed by such Indian or Indians with the approval of
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, if he or they shall choose so to do.
It is not desired by the office to embarrass the collection of any proper and
just charge against the Indians on this account, when the righteousness of the
same shall have been conclusively shown. But in view of the experience of this
Bureau in the adjustment of these claims in the past where many of them were
found to be grossly exaggerated in amount, and in some instances totally false
in fact, it is the subject of anxious solicitude to this Department, lest their
vested funds shall become impaired or exhausted in this manner, thereby retarding their advancement in civilization, and possibly remanding them to a
condition of dependence upon the national Government for support. The full
and adequate protection of their interests in the defense of these suits is thus a
matter in which this office is deeply concerned.
I would therefore respectfully recommend that, as the Attorney-General has
been engaged for more than a year in defending these suits, not only for the
United States but for the Indians, and has thereby acquired a full understanding of the conditions and the necessities of the situation, he be requested to
state whether or not, in his opinion, the employment of special attorneys by Indian tribes, under the provisions of this law, are desirable and would be of substantial benefit to such Indians
and, if so, any suggestions from him relative to the
manner of their employment and how they should be compensated, whether by
annual salary or otherwise, would be appreciated, as well as any other or further
suggestions upon the subject which he may be pleased to make.
;

Very

respectfully,

T. J.

MORGAN,
Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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CIRCULAR LETTER REGARDING ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN OFFICIAL
FAVORS IN THE INDIAN SERVICE BY POLITICAL OR OTHER
OUTSIDE INFLUENCE.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, I). C., August 8, 1812.
To Agents and School Superintendents :
Officers and employes of the Indian service are more or less in the habit of
soliciting the help of members of Congress, governors, and other United States
and State officials, who are supposed to have large influence, to procure official
favors from this office, such as inciease of salary, transfers, leaves of absence,
This custom is to be deplored for many reasons
etc.
(1) It lays an unnecessary burden upon members of Congress and others who
are thus appealed to, calling upon them to interest themselves in matters which
can be of but little concern to them.
(2) It unnecessarily complicates the work of this Office, in some cases requiring the writing of half a dozen letters, where in the regular course, one would
:

suffice.
(3) Often the requests preferred can not be complied with because they are
contrary to law, or compliance would be prejudicial to the best interests of the
service. Refusal is often embarrassing to the Commissioner, as well as those who
make the requests, unless accompanied by a full explanation of all the circum-

stances.

This custom is a reflection upon the administration of the Indian service.
an assumption that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs is unwilling to do
what ought to be done in any particular case on its merits, and that he needs to
be spurred or forced to perform his duty by outside influence. Therefore
(5) It logically follows that requests of this nature coming to the Indian Office
from outside parties prejudice the cases of the persons upon whose behalf the
requests are made. If their requests are reasonable, they do not need this outside influence if they are unreasonable, they ought not to be granted. This
point I desire to make very emphatic.
A careful record of employes is kept in the Indian Office, and the Commissioner
is ready to recognize merit, efficiency, and fidelity, wherever found, and reward
it where it is practicable.
He is also ready to comply with reasonable requests,
if it can be done within the limits of the law and regulations of the Indian
Office,
and if it will result in the promotion of the good of the service.
In connection with the above I desire to say further, that communications of
an official character requiring action or attention on the part of the Indian
Office should be addressed simply to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and to
no one except the Commissioner. If, for any reasons, communications pertaining to the administration of affairs at an Indian agency or school should be addressed to members of Congress or other officials, copies of the same should be
forwarded at once to the Commissioner, giving the reasons why the originals
were sent elsewhere than to the Indian Office.
Persons desiring to enter the classified Indian service should ba instructed to
apply directly to the Civil Service Commission for information and papers, and
those desiring to enter the unclassified service should be instructed to make application directly to the agent, or school superintendent, or to the Indian Office,
and they should understand that preference will be given to those who make
their applications as above indicated instead of through intermediate persons.
Agents and school superintendents will see that copies of this circular are conspicuously posted in their offices, and that the attention of employes of the In(4).

It is

;

dian service is specifically, and,
Respectfully,

if

necessary, repeatedly called to its contents.

T. J.

MORGAN,
Commissioner.
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REPORT OF COLORADO RIVER AGENCY.
COLORADO RIVER AGENCY,
1898.
Parker, Ariz.,
SIR: In compliance with regulations and instructions from your office, I have
the honor to submit the following report of affairs at this agency and of the
Indians under my charge for the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of June, 1892:
The agency is situated 200 miles above Ifuma, Ariz.,
Reservation and the agency.
and about 87 miles below Needles, Cal., on the Arizona side of the Colorado
River, and about 1 mile from the river bank. The reservation extends along
the river for 55 miles. The agency is located near the upper end of the reservation, and is so isolated from civilization that perhaps not more than ten white
persons visit it in the course of a year. The United Statss mail arrives and
departs twice each week it is carried on horseback from Yuma. The steamboats run when they can get a quantity of freight, consequently we are sometimes three months without means of transportation, only by means of a small
boat. The river is the only practicable route by which to reach the agency.
The weather is quite warm during four months in the year the balance of the
year the climate is delightful.
The Mojaves on the reservation. Have all been quiet and peaceable and industrious when they could find anything to do. There are no Indians more worthy
and deserving give them only half a chance, and they will succeed. They have
full confidence in their ability to thrive as soon as the system of irrigation, now
under course of construction, is completed. For years they have been eking
out a miserable existence, planting little patches here and there after the overflow of the river, only raising a little wheat, corn, and melons, which they consumed as fast as it matured, leaving nothing for them to live on through the
winter but mesquit and screw beans, reserving the screw beans for the last, to
pucker up their stomachs.
In the kindness and wisdom of your Department a sufficient approIrrigation.
priation has been granted to purchase a sixty horse-power boiler and two vacuum
pumps, warranted to throw 2,000 gallons of water per minute into the ditch.
The Mojares are in ecstacy over their prospects and are already boasting as to
who will raise the most wheat and the largest pumpkins. An analysis of the
sediment which the Colorado River carries in large quantities shows that the
value of the fertilizing elements contained in it is amply sufficient to counterbalance the cost of pumping. The sediment is heavily charged with phosphates
and nitrates, which, addetl to the soil as it is, will make it wonderfully productive.
From two to three crops can be raised each year on the same land. About
10 act'es for each family will be amply sufficient and all they can cultivate sucThe pumps will no doubt be in successful working order by the first
cessfully.
of October, and then the Mojaves will proceed to put in a large acreage of wheat,
which they will harvest in April or May. As soon as the pumps are in successful operation many of the Mojaves at Needles and some of the Hualapais will no
doubt return here, as there is land enough for them all, and no reason why they
should not all be placed here.
Improvements. During the year a new schoolhouse has been completed at an
expensa of $3.985. It is 40 by 80, two stories high, built of adobes, 10 by 20 on
first story and 8 by 16 second story.
On the first floor there is a 10-foot hallway,
,

;

;

;
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two class rooms, and dining room, besides two additional buildings used for
kitchen and bathrooms. On the second floor there are two large and well-ventilated dormitories, two rooms for superintendent and matron, besides hall and
storeroom. The building will accommodate 100 pupils. A farm of 10 acres has
been cleared for the school, or industrial farm, which will be a valuable adjunct
to the school, and with an industrial teacher to teach the Indian boys the art of
farming they will go out of school prepared to make homes for themselves.
Shade trees have been set out around the new school building. Many repairs
have been made to the old school and agency buildings. A new bake-oven has
been constructed, and a large amount of work done in cleaning and repairing the
irrigating ditch.
The Indian police
of

work

Have been efficient in their duty, besides doing a large amount
assisting in repairing buildings, hauling material, and, in fact, they are

hardly ever

idle.
Sanitary condition.

The sanitary condition of the school has been good. The
children have been remarkably healthy, with the exception of one week, when
they were all down with a mild form of grippe, but they all speedily recovered,
with no bad effects. There have been but few of the camp Indians who have
died. A few old people and several infants are all that I have to report. There
is very little syphilis now on the reservation, but occasionally a case comes from
Needles for treatment.
I have not known of one single case where intoxicating liquors have
Morals.
been used on the reservation. The Mojaves at Needles are in the habit of using
liquors to quite an extent, but on the reservation they are directly opposed to
There have been several men separated from their wives, but in several cases
it.
I have succeeded in bringing about a reconciliation, and they are living together
as happy as ever. They cremate their dead, but they have entirely ceased burning property of value.
Like all other Indians, the Mojaves have their own idea of religion.
Keligion.
They believe that when a Mojave dies and is not cremated he turns into an owl.
They are very superstitious, but still many of their superstitions are being overcome, and I can see considerable improvement in this line. They have almost
entirely given up their belief in their medicine men.
While school is in session, service is held every Sunday morning by reading
from the Bible and singing hymns. Usually a number of the camp Indians
gather around and listen to the service and sometimes go away singing the hymns.
I have had some correspondence with Rev. Theo. Hartwig, of the Lutheran
Synod of Wisconsin, in regard to establishing a mission on the reserve, and I
expect the matter will be accomplished during the coming year.
Indian court of offenses. There is no court of offenses at this agency, and I do not
deem it advisable, as the Mojaves are all law-abiding and peaceable. What few
cases arise are always easily adjusted by the agent. I find that it would be quito
impossible to give satisfaction through an Indian court, as a Majove is sure to
be partial to his friend. The agent can hear both sides of the case and decide
which is right, and when justice is done they are always satisfied.
Employes. The employes have all done their duty well, with the exception of
one or two disturbing elements. Everything has passed harmoniously; the exceptions have been weeded out. All are now living like one family, as it were.
The school. It has been a success so far as it could be without the outdoor industrial teaching. There is not much trouble in filling the school with children,
but it is hard to keep the girls after they arrive at the age of 14 or 15. They
are almost sure to get married at that age. During the year the school was
visited by Dr. and Mrs. Dorchester, who gave some good advice and advanced
new ideas, which were duly appreciated by the scholars and the employes.
During the month of June the weather is extremely hot and the school employes
get run down. The children become tired, dull, and sleepy. Therefore there
is little benefit derived in running the school during that month.
The supplies for the school and agency received during the year
Supplies.
have been fresh and good, fully up to the samples. With the irrigating problem
settled, there is no reason why this agency and school should not in a short time
become nearly self-sustaining so far as subsistence is concerned.
Fiscal year 1893.
The coming year will no doubt be an eventful one for the Mojaves. They have been waiting for twenty years for the Government to furnish
water for them to irrigate their rich lands with. I have labored hard to bring
about these ends. I will take pride in seeing them build a uniform lot of houses
along the ditch and assist them on the highway to prosperity and self-support.
With this accomplished, I will feel that I have done an immense amount of good
for a worthy and long-neglected people.
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The Hualapais, Chimehuevas, and Mojaves at the Needles can be brought here
and made self-sustaining- as soon as the irrigating- pumps are in successful operation. This reservation was originally set apart for these tribes, but as there
was no means of irrigation, they could not live here. There has been no means
of taking the census of these tribes, so their number can only be approximatsd.
The Chimehuevas have been dying off fast for the past two years, and there is
only a remnant of them left, perhaps not over 100. The last estimate of the
number of Hualapais was 700. and the Mojaves at Needles 667. I have no reason
to believe they have decreased very much from these figures.
Recommendations. I think it will be well to inaugurate a day school before long
in the settlement, as there are quite a number of the Indians that prefer to have
their childi en at home. An Indian trader will soon be needed; one that can
handle the produce of the Indians, such as wheat, beans, peanuts, barley, com,
and othef things that can be produced. There should ba a suitable house built
for the agent apart from the employes' quarters. As it is, there are scarcely rooms
enough lor the agency and school employes. I am satisfied that th-3 coming year
will demonstrate that a large number of Indians can be successfully accommodated on this res jrvation.
A careful census, taken in the fore part of July, shows an inCensus Report.
crease of thirty-six over the census of 1891. There were 18 births reported and
23 deaths during th3 fisi-al year ending June 30, 1892. The increase is accounted
for by Mojaves "re turning to the reservation from the Needles and other places.
The following is the summary of the census
:

Males above
age
Females above 1 1 years of age
the ages
between
School children

224
222
133

18 years of

of 6

and 16 years

579

Total

Males on reservation
Females on reservation

.

_ .

--_-

Total

Very respectfully submitted,

_ .

340
320

.._ 660

GEORGE A. ALLEN,
U.

6'.

Indian Agent.

*
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF COLORADO RIVER SCHOOL.
COLORADO RIVER AGENCY, ARIZ., July
1892.
SIR: In compliance with the requirements of the Indian Office, I herewith submit my second
annual report of the Government boarding school at the above-named agency.
The past year has been one of many changes for the better, and seems the beginning of an
era of prosperity greater than the Mojave Indians have ever experienced. Owing to want of
supplies school was not opened until October 8, at which time the pupils first occupied the
new and pleasant dormitories, soon afterwards occupying the dining room and kitchen. Being
compelled to wait for desks and seats the school rooms could not be used until February 14;
on that day the first service, Sunday school, was held in the new building. The greatest number enrolled during the year was 81, 51 boys and 30 girls, this number being in attendance on
the last day of the school year. None were withdrawn or ran away during the year. None
died and there was no sickness, except grippe, which affected no more than one or two at a time.
Average attendance was 75; percentage of attendance. 98.
During May and June the boys cleared 5 acres of mesquite land and made a beginning of a
school farm. The boys have done all the outdoor work that could be found for them to do.
They also do most of the hard work indoors, such as scrubbing and cleaning, making their
own beds, and caring for their own rooms.
The boys and girls have made and baked all the bread without help from anyone, and very
seldom have poor bread.
The girls have done good work in every department. In the sewing room they have been
good and efficient help; in the dining room, kitchen, and laundry, they have taken an active
part and done their share of the work.
Kindergarten work was introduced into the school this year, and the girls and younger boys
have done some good work and shown an aptness to learn which, under proper instruction,
will bring forth good results.
The morals of the school children have been good; I think
above the average of agency schools.
No children have ever been sent from this tribe to training schools, but it is proposed now
to send some of the older boys to the new school at Phoenix.
few have volunteered to go,
and it is hoped that their example will induce others to go.
,

A
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A marked improvement in the schoolroom work has been made and the pupils show that
they are brighter, more interested, and more in earnest than ever before. Much attention has
been given to vocal music, drawing, writing, and calisthenics. In all of these the children
take great interest. The marching and calisthenic exercises have been great aids in disciplining the school and are greatly enjoyed by pupils and teachers.
The prospects for the coming year are very bright, and there is good reason for believing
that much better progress will be made in this school than ever before.
Respectfully submitted.

GEO. A. ALLEN,

U. S.

A. B. HOLMES,
Superintendent.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF NAVAJO AGENCY.
NAVAJO AGENCY, N. MEX., Augustus, 1892.
SIR: In accordance with previous instructions from the Indian Office, I have
the honor to submit my second annual report Of the affairs of this agency.
The population of this tribe is estimated at 16,485 it is very diffiPopulation.
cult to obtain an accurate count as contemplated by law. From inquiry, and
from information from the chief men of the tribe, I am sure that it will vary
but little from the above figures. To take a complete census of these Indians it
would require the services of fifteen men for three months.
The agency is located on the extreme end of the south line of the
Location.
reservation, and few Indians from the north or northwest portion of the reservation come to the agency. I have, in a former report, recommended that the
agency be removed to a more favorable and suitable point about 25 miles north
of the'present site, where there is a fine body of rich land, plenty of grass, and
a running stream of good water. This place supports a large number of Indians.
I will further add that if the agency was established at this point it would afford
greater convenience for the Indians to visit the agency from all parts of the
;

reservation.

The Navajoes indulge in dancing, which has assumed the shape of harmless
amusement and free from the- barbarism that accompanied them a few years
ago. While their dances are weird and uncivilized, yet it seems best to toleratQ
them until they are supplanted by more enlightened amusement.
It may be correctly estimated that at least one-fourth of the Navajoes live off
the reservation. These Irjdians are a source of annoyance and trouble to the
agent, and to ranchmen and other white persons who live and have their herds
near the reservation. Complaints are frequently made to me by whites, of Navajoes killing and driving off their stock or riding their horses to some remote
place and then turning them loose. This is to a certain extent true. It is also
true that the Indians lose horses by the same methods by reckless white men.
This condition of affairs has caused bitter feeling on the part of the whites against
the Indians, and has produced an unfriendly feeling on the part of the Indian toward the whites.
Crime.
Some depredations resulting in the loss of life have occurred during
the year. On June 24 last, near Tuba City, a man by the name of Smith commenced to shoot some sheep of an Indian's and in retaliation the Indian shot 3
head of Smith's cattle, when Smith opened fire upon the Indian, the Indian returning same with deadly effect.
About July 5, near the trader's store on the San Juan River, an Indian was
shot and killed by an Indian. This killing was accidental.
On August 6, the sheriff of Apache County, Ariz., attempted to arrest a Navajo Indian, near Navajo Springs, on the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, for stealing cattle and horses. The Indian understood English and had been previously
notified that the sheriff was on his trail. The Indian picked up an ax and defied
arrest, and advanced towards the men, when a cowboy, whom the sheriff had deputized to assist in making the arrest, shot and. instantly killed the Indian.
One cause of the Indians being off the reservation may
Indians off reservation.
be traced to traders who establish stores along the borders and invite the Indians to trade with them, and telling them they have as much right on the public domain as the whites.
Another reason is that many of the Navajoes never have lived on the reservation, having squatted on the public land upon their return from Fort Sumner
twenty-four years ago, and have constructed stone houses and fenced the land,
and they claim that their rights are equal, under the land laws of the United
States, to those of white settlers.
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During the past year I have used every possible means of persuasion to induce
the Navajoes to return to and live upon the reserve; some of whom have acted
upon my advice.
These Indians are increasing steadily in numbers and not diminishing, as people suppose. They raise a small quantity of corn, wheat, pumpkins, and melons,
but their chief subsistence is from their sheep. They are very fond of mutton
as an article of diet, and their wool clip twice a year brings them a respectable
sum of money. This is very fortunate for the Navajoes, as the Government issues
them no rations, and an issue in goods so paltry that this year it will amount to
less than 12 cents per capita.
One great trouble at present encountered by these Indians is the scarcity of
grass on the reserve for their flocks and herds. It keeps many on the move constantly, and the result is that hundreds are now living off the reservation where
the grass is better and their sheep, cattle, and horses have a chance to keep
from

starvinsr.

A most serious obstacle which has confronted agents heretofore
supply.
on this reserve is how to improve and increase the supply of water, so that the Indians would not be compelled to move from mountain to valley in quest of water
Their roving disposition
sufficient for their herds as well as their families.
stimulates their negligence in making to any marked extent substantial watering pteces that they should. Some trouble has existed on account of some who
want to control certain springs, excluding others who desire to water their stock.
In the San Juan district the Indians have made considerable headway in farming, having raised about 250 bushels wheat, and cut about 30 tons alfalfa. By an
expenditure of $300 or $400 in the improvement of an old ditch several hundred
acres of good land could be brought in to cultivation, as at present the water can
be used for only a small portion of land. If this could be done it would aid very
much in keeping the Indians now occupying the land and would help to increase
the number, besides having a tendency to make permanent homes.
Health.
The Indians on this reserve have been comparatively free from contagious diseases; only two cases of measles have been reported, which were contracted off the reservation. The diseases which prevail among these people are
acute bronchitis, tonsilitis, pneumonia, conjunctivitis, and acute rheumatism.
The agency physician's record shows medicine furnished to 891 Indians, and
it is no uncommon thing for them to come 50 to 60 miles for medicine. The indifference manifested by them in their medicine dances is evidence that they
are beginning to lose faith in their medicine men, and a great many of the oldtirrie customs are not so sacredly observed as they were a few years past.
Social traits.
The social disposition of the Navajoes is noticeable to every one
who meets them, and it is a characteristic seen in but few Indians. This" trait
in their composition opens the avenues for their advancement in the essentials
which make it possible to make a white man out of an Indian. I believe with
the progress some of them are making in the building of houses instead of
hogans and fencing their fields that the climax will soon be reached when it will
be more difficult to go backward than forward. Between forty and fifty new
houses have been erected during the year, containing from one to two rooms.
Whiksy. There have been several indictments of white persons during the
year for selling whisky to Indians. One case has been prosecuted successfully.
It is very difficult to prove anything by Indian witnesses who are in the habit of
securing liquor of any kind from the whites or Mexicans.
Saw Mill. The sawmill is doing good work since the engine has been placed
in position, and will saw the logs about as fast as the logging team can get the
logs to the mill the mill for the past year has sawed about 90,000 feet of lumber,
and with the increased capacity of the engine will reach 150,000 feet for the comWater

;

ing year.
Police.

The

police force consists of 1 captain, 1 lieutenant,

and 14 privates.

Considering the extent of this reserve, the scattered condition of the Indians,
and the numerous interests to be protected, this force is too small. They have
been quite busy during the past year in guarding the reservation against trespassers, preserving order in the camps, and executing orders of the agent.
The court of Indian offenses is composed of 3 judges and meets once a month or
more frequently if necessary. The court has done good work and relieved me
of considerable business, which, in the majority of cases, can be as well if not
better performed by them than by the agent. I can not call to mind a single
case of theirs that I have had to reverse.
Commission.
During May last this agency was visited by the Navajo commission to treat w'ith these Indians for the cession of the Carrizo Mountains. At
first thn Indians were opposed to the measure, but when they came to fully

83971 A
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understand all the features and benefits that were likely to accrue to them by
the sale the opposition disappeared.
The principal missionary work at this agency is conducted by
Missionary.
the Rev. Mr. Riggin, of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Improvements. During the months of May and June I had a flume constructed
about 1,500 feet in length, so as to carry the water out of Bonita Creek to the
school farm, but was unable to get the work completed in time to save the crops.
This labor was performed by the school boys, with the assistance of industrial
teacher and farmer. With a small outlay in labor the work can be completed, and
will furnish all the water necessary for irrigation at this place.
The new laundry building is about completed; the building is 51 by 63 feet, two
The lower apartments embrace
stories high, being covered with iron roofing.
dining room, kitchen, and laundry, also a good cellar 4 employes' rooms, and
sewing room on second floor. Much of this work I have done with Indian labor
and at about half the cost that such a structure would have cost to erect in the
States. A large part of the lumber was sawed at the agency sawmill.
Education.
The Navajo Indian boarding school has been in session for ten
months of the year, the average attendance for that time being 65. One great
objection to be contended with at this school is the fact that the parents are not
willing to send their children, fearing that the Government will take them to
nonreservation schools, as was done two years ago, when 30 children were
hurried away and taken to Grand 'Junction without the consent or even knowledge of the parents. Nearly one -half ran away and returned to the reservation
and told very pitiful stories of the hardships they endured. All this has had a
tendency to discourage them and make it difficult for me to get all the children
I must say, however, that there is a better feeling prevailthat I would like.
ing with these people than there was a year ago.
The field matron work at this agency is carried on by Mary E. Raymond.
In closing, permit me to state that the Navajoes show steady advancement in
civilization the progress they have made is in the right direction are well
disposed, and are more industrious and provident from year to year. In fact,
their condition in general is better than ever before. I see no reason why, with
proper encouragement, they should not become a happy and contented people.
The annual statistical report is herewith inclosed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

;

;
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DAVID L. SHIPLEY,
United States Indian Agent.

REPORT OF FIELD MATRON AT NAVAJO AGENCY.
ON THE SAN JUAN RIVER, N. MEX.
SIB: The work of a field matron among the Navajoes is somewhat peculiar. All of the In15
this
live
in
contain no stoves and only enough
within
miles
of
which
dians
place
"hogans,"
cooking utensils for the most primitive cooking. About 20 miles down the river (west) a few
of the Indians have houses. Five of them asked us to send to Durango for chairs, mirrors,
doors, and windows for their houses. We did so, and at their request gave them pictures for
their walls. We have not yet seen their houses, but have promised to visit them this month
or next.
"
Owing to the entire lack of the necessary things to work with in the "hogans we have given
the instruction in cooking and laundry work in our own house. We have now in Durango,
and
their
corn
wheat in and a
a
Indians
to
for
mill
for
the
the
grind
waiting
freight wagon,
large kettle for the laundry work. Before winter we shall have an adobe oven for the baking.
The Navajoes could make adobe ovens for themselves, and we will try to induce them to do so.
Our object in having fine blankets woven is to prove the practicability of blanket weaving as
an industry. We are told that the best weavers live near the agency. The women on this side
of the reservation do not understand how to set the colors of "Diamond dyes," which they use.
and they weave mostly the coarse blankets and sell them for a little more than the wool would
bring. In connection with the weaving we will introduce spinning wheels and teach the proper
use of dyes.
The missionary society which employs Mrs. Eldridge, my coworker, has not yet appropriated funds for a school here, and as we have been busy with field matron work six days of
every week the society seems inclined to leave out school for the present. I have given a number of lessons in English and numbers in exchange for lessons in Navajo. We have shown
photographs of Indian schools including Grant Institute, White's Institute, Haskell and Carlisle, and as far as 1 know have told of the ones who after leaving school secured lucrative positions. We have represented to them the benefit it would be to their children to understand
the English language. They listen respectfully but do not commit themselves. I hope the
time will come when we will have enough influence over the parents to induce many of them
to send their children to school.
There is no physician for the Navajoes nearer than the agency, so we have had much to do for
the sick. The Indians come to us for medicines from 40 miles away. We use only simple rem-
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and our efforts have been greatly blessed. Last Saturday we went to see a very sick
whose father came for us. He brought a horse for one of us to ride. We spent several
hours thea-e to administer the medicine ourselves. Yesterday (Sunday) I went again. To-day
the father came to report and get medicine, and to-morrow we will go again to see the child.
The distance to its home is 12 miles.
To-day we have had 39 Indian visitors 6 of them came for medicine and 7 for help about
sewing. One was a young man who lives near Fort Defiance. He said he was at the Fort Defiance and Albuquerque schools five years. He has been out of school four years. He talked
English fairly well and I secured quite a list of Navajo words and sentences from him. We
reach a larger number of Indians the days when we stay at home than when we go to them,
because they are so scattered and move about so much.
The statistics for the time during which I have been field matron December 8, 1891, to
August 15, 1892 are as follows:
Number of Indians who have been instructed in
edies
child

;

200
83
20

Cleanliness and hygienic conditions

Baking, etc
Sewing, etc

--

-

Laundry work..

Number of pictures, etc., for wall decoration
Number of times goat's milk was used for bread
...:
Care of sick
Number of cases in which medicine was administered
Number of Indian visitors received at my house
Respectfully submitted,

45
38
153
183
3,940

MARY

E.

RAYMOND.
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REPORT OF MOQUI SUBAGENCY.
NAVAJO AGENCY, N. MEX., August 25, 1892.
SIR In compliance with request from your office, I have the honor of submitting herewith my second annual report of the Moqui-Pueblo Subagency.
:

In considering- the Moqui there are some special hereditary peculiarities
characteristic to this tribe of Indians, to which, in my estimation, may largely
be attributed their slow progress toward civilization in its liberal sense. They
are timid, contracted, and prejudiced, and cling with avidity to their old customs. They appear to be easygoing and contented or, perhaps, discouraged
for, as their history shows, they have always been underlings, as compared with
;

neighboring tribes. Continued misfortune appears to have always accompanied
them. At no time would their sparse population permit of their entering a conthe result was ever the same deflict with an enemy with any hope of success
crease in number, weakening of strength, and defeat. For these reasons they
have been compelled to seek out habitations least likely to molestation at the
hands of their neighbors. As a consequence, we find their dwellings ensconced
in and among the high cliffs. Not so much because in this location they could
make a stronger fight against an enemy as perhaps their desire to evade a conflict through cowardice.
Stamina, will power, and grit are requisites to advancement, and without a more or less fusion of these traits of character into a
people progress in civilization is slow, and it is a much lamented fact that this
tribe of Indians is very weak in all these essentials.
Until about a year ago the Moquis were considerably troubled by the Navajoes,
who in their arrogant way were ready to take advantage of their weaker natured neighbors, and in consequence fed their herds and flocks on Moqui fields
and even appropriated their crops. However, about one year ago, with the
cooperation of Special Agent Parker, I issued a decree prohibiting the Navajoes
from entering within a radius of 15 miles of the village of Me-shung-ne-vi.
Since this time a marked improvement is noticeable among the Moquis. They
have more ground under cultivation, their granaries are filled, and, with the security this enactment affords them, they feel safe in exchanging their cliff dwellings for the more convenient homes in the valley.
Farming. Under the supervision of General 'Mechanic Stauffer, the model
farm was located in July, 1891. During the year past most of this land has been
fenced and a portion plowed and planted in wheat. Net being able to plant the
wheat until November, it missed the fall rains, and in consequence did not yield
a desired crop. Considerable improvement in the way of buildings has been
made on this farm. A second farm has also been laid out, fenced, plowed, and
sown in wheat during- the past year. This latter place has been assigned to an
Indian, who is now building himself a comfortable house.
Houses,
In addition to this work, 22 houses have been completed in different
parts of the reservation, 100 well under completion, besides having located and
;
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staked out a number of farms. This only leaves sufficient lumber for the erection of about 5 or 6 more houses. Quite a number of other Indians express a
desire to erect dwelling's and otherwise improve their lands if the Government
will furnish them with the necessary lumber and material.
Water supply. While the crop yield from this land is quite good, the result
would be much more satisfactory if there was sufficient water with which to irrigate the lard. The Moquis have the advantage over the Navajoes, of a much lower
altitude, with a consequent longer summer season, which will allow most any
kind of grain or vegetables sufficient time in which to mature. And were it
not for the poor 'soil, in some instances, and lack of rains or streams from which
to irrigate, there is no reason why the Moqui Reservation should not become a
model farming land. However, if the present supply of water were properly utilized in irrigation the crop yield would be greatly increased.
Education.
A feature in connection with the Moqui Reservation worthy of
special mention is the school at Ream's Canon. Under the excellent management of Superintendent R. P. Collins, with the hearty cooperation of assistants,
much good is being accomplished. There is an average attendance of something
over 100 pupils, who are instructed in the common branches and mechanical industries. Under a course of proper training these children prove quite apt and
susceptible to their teachings. They are good in habits, carefuljaf property intrusted to them, quiet and unassuming, hence easily governed.
It appears to me that if any marked degree of advancement toward modern
civilization is to be made with this people, it must be accomplished through a
system of school work. It is the early impressions, imbued within any child,
that largely makes the man. So, in dealing with these people, we should be
governed by the demands which our practical experience shows us will most
readily and~surely bring about the desired result of making more liberal minded
men and women. This may be accomplished by remodeling the government of
the schools, enlarging their facilities, and broadening their intentions.
A
great deal may be accomplished in this connection toward breaking up and destroying their crude forms of worship, superstition, etc., and thus gradually
supplant them with a knowledge of true Christian principles.

Very obediently, your

servant,

DAVID
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

L. SHIPLEY,
U. 8. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF PIMA AGENCY.
PIMA AGENCY, Sacaton, Ariz., Auqust 1, 1892.
the honor to submitsto you this my third annual report of the affairs
of this agency.
I have been at my post, of duty during the entire year
in fact,
the service has had all my time for three years. As some of the products of our
labor I respectfully cite the following to manifest what seems progress
(1) These Indians have more faith in good American teaching and training;
this truth is evident from the fact that we have more than four hundred children in the schools.
(2) These Indians are clearing land and making their fields larger wherever
there is a possibility of getting water for irrigating purposes.
(3) A great number of them have a garden this year, and it is the first they
have ever had.
(4) The labor of quite a large number of our Indians has been sought and obtained by white people who live n^ai- the reservation, thus proving that Indian
labor is becoming profitable. Last week Attorney-General Wilson employed
about half a dozen young men (school boys) to bale hay for him they did the
work without assistance, but of course they had training previously. Gen.
Wilson boarded them and paid each $1.25 per day for the service, and he thinks
that it was a profitable investment.
(5) To those who have little or no faith in the results of an Indian boarding
school on an Indian reservation. I proudly cite them to such splendid examples
as Carl Schurz, ."John Manol, or Fred Emerson, who arc I'ima boys, and who received their training chiefly on this reservation in the schools and by private
instruction by Rev. C. H. Cook, the Presbyterian missionary.
SIR

:

I b.ave

;

:

;
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(6) Another agreeable sign of progress is the increasing- inclination to accumulate property e. </., Antonio Azui has more than 500 head of cattle and about
;

$1,500 in cash.
Reservations.
There are four reservations belonging to the Pimas, Papagpes,
and Maricopas of this agency, aggregating 453,797 acres, which is land sufficient
to give each Indian 50 acres.
By careful estimate I conclude that about threetenths of this land is good land and fit for agricultural purposes, so that there
are about 15 acres for each person.
The Pima or Gila River Reservation. This is the largest reserve, and it is situated
on the Gila River. It is about 45 miles long and 14 miles wide. The valley
proper averages perhaps 2 miles in width, and this is the richest land I have
ever seen. The great difficulty to make it productive and fruitful is that of

getting water for irrigation.
The reservation on the Gila River is occupied by the Pima and Papago Indians, although it was set off to the Pimas and Maricopas only. No Maricopas
are living on the reservation at present.
The Salt River Reservation. This is generally known as the Pima and Maricopa
reservation, because only those tribes live there. The reserve is on the north
side of the Salt River, near the nourishing towns of Phoenix, Tempe, and Mesa,
and it is becoming valuable because of its nearness to those places as well as the
additional fact that the largest canal in the Territory passes entirely across it.
By personal investigation I find that about 7,000 acres of good land here can be
irrigated with water taken from the Arizona Canal, which is on Indian land for
15 miles of its length. This part of the reservation is in size about 8 by 12 miles.
On the south side of the river, on sections 25 and 26, township 3 north, and range
6 east, there are 103 Maricopa Indians and a few Pimas these Indians get water
from the "Utah Ditch," which, I am told, they helped to make. I think that on
that part of the reservation on the north side of the river there is twice as much
good land as those Indians will ever need, and I think that it would be judicious
if the Government would buy, say, one-half of this land, and
expend the funds
thus realized in the purchase of water rights in the Arizona Canal for those
Indian farmers; as it is, they will never do anything with it, and they are too
poor and ignorant to make irrigating dams. In this they must have help if ever
they are to get the benefits. The land is, as you know, entirely worthless without water.
The San Xavier Papago Reservation. This reservation is about 8 miles south of
the old city of Tucson, the first capital of the Territory. It includes the valley
of the Santa Cruz for 8 miles.
I think about 9,000 acres or one- third of the reservation is good land. This part of the reserve is naturally more valuable than
any other piece of land I have seen in the Territory, because the water of the
Santa Cruz River rises to the surface and flows almost 2 miles before leaving the
Indian land. Here is also fully a thousand acres of the finest grazing land and
more than seven thousand acres of the largest mesquite timber in the Territory.
Those 360 Papago allottees are really wealthy.
As I view it, it was a mistake in giving so much good land to such a small
number of Indians. It was given to those Papagoes who happened to be there
when the reservation was allotted. When I insisted that the land be given to
other Papagoes as well, the allotting agent said that he had no authority to
allot the land to any except those whom he found there.
The Indians there
are doing very well under the direction and assistance of Parmer Berger, who,
in addition to his help in farming, also does a great deal of repairing for them.
He furnishes his own blacksmith and capenter tools in doing these repairs and
Government is charged nothing for the use. Those Papagoes all wear citizen's
dress in full. They have gardens in which they produce squashes, melons,
chili, onions, beans.
They bury their dead in an American way when a coffin
can be had. The most of them attend the Catholic church services which are
held in the old chapel, San Xavier.
Gila Bend Reservation.
This Papago reservation is located on the Gila River
about 40 miles below the junction of the Gila and Salt Rivers, or 65 miles west
of the agency.
It is a Congressional township, two-thirds of which, I think, is
good farming land. On account of the many irrigating enterprises in the vicinJLty above it, and the nearness to the railroad town, Gila Bend, this land is becoming valuable very fast.
The Indians there have helped to make one of the canals in which they now
have an interest, although they have not yet used any of the water in irrigation,
because they have no land cleared and leveled. Several attempts have been
made by whites to claim and settle a portion of the reservation. Two companies are now ready to enter the reserve one of these has already made a
;

1

;
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temporary ditch entirely through the Indian land. My intention is to induce
the wandering- Papagoes of the southern part of this Territory to locate there and
make permanent homes for themselves.
Education.
(1) The Phoenix Indian Industrial School.
When all the favorable features are considered, this place seems to be the
best suited for the essential civilizing and training' processes of the Indian children of this warm climate. The Indian parent gets a useful object lesson every
time he visits the school, and the parent who makes these observations does not
"
try to compel his child to adopt the
savage system" of doing when he returns
to the reservation, if he ever does". The wants of the child increase as he is
and
and
he soon learns that there are more opportunities to
civilized
educated,
make a good living off of the reservation than there is afforded on it. The thriving
and intelligent American farmers are already finding out the fact that it" pays "
to employ educated Indians to work on the farm, in the orchards, and vineyards.
This school has a splendid 160-acre tract of highly improved land and here
the Indian boy is taught when and how to plant, and when and how to cultivate
and irrigate. I think that it would not be an overestimate to say that at least
95 per cent of our Indian boys and girls must return to the farm to make their
living. Granting that this is true, it seems that the chief attention should be
given in training' the children in that which they must do when they become
citizens. I admit at once that such fine schools as Carlisle, Hampton, Haskell,
and Genoa are doing good work for the Indian children who expect to stay there
or in those States, but I do not believe that anyone would question the fact that
a boy who had been skillfully trained in any one of those institutions would
make a success in farming in Arizona. The preparation of the soil or seed bed,
the planting, the time of planting, the cultivation, irrigation, and harvesting
are all different; the essential agricultural training there, it seems, would be
;

him here, solely because of climatic differences.
The Albuquerque Training School.
During the past year this school has become very unpopular among the Pimas
on account of the unusual number of deaths which occurred there. I think that
of little use to
2)

it was a mistake to take the children in time of winter from a place of comparative low altitude and very warm climate to a place so high and cold as Albuquerque. The Pima Reservation is from 1,200 to 1,400 feet above the sea level,
while Albuquerque is about 5,000 feet, or almost a mile high. Becoming acclimated was too severe upon them, and the result was that quite a large numb -r
became sick and died. As far as I am able to judge, the Albuquerque school is
managed by very capable people, and it would be unjust to censure anyone, unless it be the eagerness to secure the children regardless of the season
but the
Indian parent can not understand this, and he stubbornly refuses to send his
child away where he may never see him again. Supervisor D. S. Keck is an unusually active and judicious man, yet he failed recently to get any children foa
the school after working twelve hours a day for more than a week; and he had,
too, the cooperation of the employes here as well as myself.
(3) The Tucson Indian Training School (Presbyterian).
This school has been doing excellent work during the past year, although I
;

think

it

was overcrowded.

The school farm (50 acres) is small, yet very productive, and our Pima and
Papago boys are making fair progress in learning the American plan of farmSuperintendent Billmanhas been experimenting a little he has been trying to train both the child and the parent. He rented about 140 acres of good
land adjoining the school farm in the Santa Cruz valley, taught these parents,
about 20, to^ prepare the soil properly, bought the seed for them, and by patience, persistence, and fortitude he succeeded in getting them to raise a fair
crop of barley in addition to the training it gave them. The superintendent
says that he does not wish to repeat the test because of the great sacrifice on the
whole.
(4) The Pima Boarding School (at agency).
The literary work of the school has been done very well, and the industrial
work was fairly done. During the school year at five different times children
were taken from the, Pima boarding school, so that about one-half the number
of children in attendance were transferred to other schools. This was done in
obedience to the requests of the Indian Office, yet it crippled the schools here
nen tnes e facts are taken into consideration, it is well to say that
very much.
our teachers did excellent work. The farm and garden were not the success
they would have been if we had been able to get the water necessary to irrigate
ing.

;

W
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them properly.

So much time was spent in makinga canal, almost

2J5
miles

long-,

leveling- the land so that it could te irrigated and cultivated, that only 30
acres of the farm was planted ; we succeeded, however, in making- the farm produce hay sufficient for the stock of the agency and school.
had a garden of 2 acres, but it was a partial failure because water could not

and

We

be secured at the proper time. Some vegetables, such as onions, lettuce, beans,
cabbage, beets, melons, squashes, etc., grew in the garden, yet I can not say
that it was a success. The potatoes were of no account whatever.
The farmer and teamster both worked hard to get the ditch completed, yet
they were not able to get it finished before the planting season arrived, and we
were compelled to take water from an old ditch made and owned by the Indians
that is, our farmers took the water only when the Indian farmers did not want it
the result was a failure to plant the whole farm.
Dr. Dorchester and wife made us a short visit and gave us some fruitful suggestions as well as encouragement. I find it is more difficult to govern white
employes than Indians. I know by experience that I must be on the alert constantly to preserve and promote" peace among the white employes. Mrs. Dorchester style dmy employes as a mutual admiration society." Itseems thatshe
did not know of the petty jealousies that were then rankling in the breasts of
a few of them. Except in one case only I have not thought it prudent to annoy
you with these little troubles.
The Indian police. I have no complaint to make against my Indian policemen,
except when it is necessary to resort to force to comply with the orders of myself or the court of Indian offenses.
Very frequently the policeman is sent two
or three times before the runaway pupil can be secured. I do not believe they
disrespect the agent, but it seems that they are afraid of becoming unpopular
;

among

their people.

Indian police are not good officers to arrest murderers if those who are guilty
are Indians of their own tribe t Should it become necessary to compel children to attend schools four or five hundred miles from the reserve, I feel sure
that these Indian policemen would never be the effective means. I think that
they think more of the good will of their people than they do of the positions
they hold.
Post traders,
There are seven trading posts on the Pima or Gila River Reservation. The chief business of the trader is the purchase of wheat, for which the
Indian accepts, usually, goods which he needs and desires. There are two
other stores without the reservation but located within a rod of the line, and
other stores on the line of the railroads at Casa Grande, Maricopa, and Tempe,
all of which make competition to secure the trade of the Indians.
The Indians
have advanced sufficiently in civilization to take advantage of these conditions.
Merchants who have located at railroad stations near the reservation can afford to pay more for wheat than the post trader, who must pay the cost of the
transportation to the railroad. The tendency of Indians who sell to merchants
who are located near saloons is to exchange a portion of the money for liquor,
and the manifested effects are similar to those of our white brethren, who dissipate likewise. There are no trading posts on any of the other three reservations of this agency.
Keport of the Superintendent of the Pima Boarding School.
SIR: I hereby submit my annual report for the school year 1891-'92. The term began SepThis large number, and
7, 1891, and during the first week the enrollment reached 84.
the widely separated communities from which it came, shows that the Pimas are beginning to
realize the value of education, and they are desirous of availing themselves of its advantages
when schools are afforded near their homes. At present there are about 75 per cent of the
school population of the Pimas, either in the school here or in attendance at some one of the
various industrial training schools. I have been told that fully 35 per cent of this population
are not available because of the many youthful marriages.
So successfully has the educational policy of the Government toward these Indians been
carried out, that in every village on the reservation may be found a number of young men and
women who can converse in English to a limited extent, and have had sufficient industrial
training to be helpful to their people. The present condition of the Pimas is such that great
attention should be given to moral and industrial training. They are, perhaps, as conscientious in their conduct as other people are, but their standard of right and wrong, especially in
their social relations, is very low.
Moral training. Moral training was made a prominent feature of the morning exercises. By
appropriate talks and stories an effort was made to teach the cardinal virtues and to create in
the mind of the rising generation sounder ideas on the domestic relations and on the subject
of social purity than at present prevails among them. There are evidences that considerable
advancement has been made by the Pimas in recent years.
Industrial training. A system of education that would leave out of view the industrial ti aining of the Indian would be deficient in one of its most vital features. He should be put in pos-
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session of such trades as will enable him to produce from the soil a more abundant and a more
regular supply of food than he now gets, to build for himself a more comfortable house and
fill it with the necessary furniture, and to supply himself with the numberless little conveniencies of civilized life of which he is in a great measure now ignorant.
It is not meant that his literary training should be neglected, for both may be carried on
synchronically, and, with his intellect awakened and stimulated in the schoolroom he would
become ambitious to succeed in the shop and on the farm. One of the difficulties in the accomplishment of this ideal is the fact that the Pima has his home in a semitropical climate and is
the possessor of a soil so fruitful that but little labor is required to satisfy his bodily wants.
Added to the above we may mention his lack of ambition in life, which is the accumulated result of his past centuries of ignorance and paganism.
The Pima boarding school. The school is situated at Sacaton (Pima Agency), near the geographical center of the reservation, and it is of easy access to all parts of the tribe.
The school building is too near the shops and offices for that degree of quietness that is necessary to secure the best results from the literary work. The inconvenience arising from this
source is not sufficiently great to justify a removal for this cause alone. A partial remedy
would be to surround the school premises with a high, close fence.
Enrollment. The total enrollment for the year was as follows
:
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Music. Music as a science was taught to a limited extent, and many new songs were taught
the school. The children learned quite a number of songs from the Gospel Hymns as a part of
the morning exercises, and in the special exercises and entertainments other beautiful songs
were sung.
The English language. The aim was to make the use of the English language general among
the pupils, and to this end teachers and employe's were required to insist upon its use at all
times. This regulation and the regular school-room work were the means relied upon to produce the result.
found that after a few weeks the children from the ques (Indian houses)
could understand some English, 'and they could make their wants known to a limited extent.
One of the difficulties we have to contend with in teaching English is the frequent meeting of
our pupils and their parents and friends. These meetings occur more or less every day, and,
in my judgment, the tendency is to keep the pupil in contact with the tribal life from which we
are trying to lead them. In these interviews, however, there is a compensation to the older
Indians in that they are brought into direct contact with civilization, and that by observation
they have learned to have confidence in and respect for the intentions of the Government
toward them. Another obstacle is the fact that in acquiring the English language they must
at the same time acquire many of the new ideas belonging to civilized life. This will disappear
with their advancement. Another hindrance to learning English here, and indeed to our
school work in general, is the frequent drafts made upon us for pupils for other schools. During the past year demands were made upon us for pupils five different times. Each time our
best were called for and secured, until 55 of our boys and girls had been sent away. This hinders the progress in English by depriving our weaker pupils of the benefit of contact with
those who speak English more fluently. When these obstacles and injuries are considered, it
is fair to say that the children made commendable progress.
The school buildings. The buildings belonging to the school are one two-story building, used,
on the second floor for dormitories for the boys and girls, living room for the farmer and his
wife the assistant matron; sleeping room for one employe", and the sewing room. On the
first floor are the bath rooms for girls and boys, laundry, kitchen, dining-rooms for mess and
school, superintendent's office, two living rooms for the superintendent, and one small room
used at present for a school room for the advanced grade, but designed for a storeroom for
the boys' clothing. There is also a schoolhouse containing three rooms, a carpenter shop,
and a hospital. These buildings are all adobe, and are in a good state of preservation. The
hospital was built during the year, and is designed for both sexes; it is well lighted and
ventilated, and otherwise admirably adapted to hospital purposes.
Duing the year many needed improvements were added to the buijdings, among which I
enumerate: Wash sinks for boys and girls; hat racks for boys; a rear stairway leading to the
girls' sleeping rooms, which adds greatly to their safety in case of fire, and affords the only
passageway from their sleeping rooms to an inclosed court or play ground. A strong high
fence, tipped with barbed wire, incloses this play ground.
The boys of the school are afforded the same liberties, for they, too, can leave their dormitories whenever it becomes necessary but the stairways for them are on the front of the building and lead to places without the inclosed court, so the rear doors of the girls' dormitories
and the front doors of the boys' dormitories may remain unlocked during the night, and the
children can leave the room when it is necessary.
The rooms used for bathrooms and laundry are not well suited for the uses made of them;
they are too small and otherwise inconvenient. I would suggest that a building be erected
just east of the present laundry and bathrooms, to be used for a laundry on one side and bathrooms and lavatory for girls on the other, and that it be connected with the agency system of
waterworks, and that in the building the probable future enlargement of the school be con-

We

;

sidered.

Very

respectfully,

JOHN. W. STEWART,
Superintendent.

Indian transportation. From the agency to the nearest railroad station Casa
is 15 miles.
Over this sandy road these Indians transport, with their
own teams, at the rats 61 20 cents per 100 pounds. At this rate they can make
from $2 to $3 per day. They also haul to the agency the most of the building
material, and fully three-fourths of the number of buildings here have been
made during
incumbency. In the months of February and March it is sometimes difficult to employ Indian freighters, because their ponies are too weak to
do the work on account of the ^ant of sufficient food which the Indian fails to

Grande

my

provide.
The census. The census of- the Papagoes never has been taken, and all statistics, including that of the decennial census of 1890. have been
only an estimate.
I believe that I have made the most successful
for I employed, at my
attempt,
"
own expense, six educated Indians, who went into the Papago country " thoroughly equipped to take the census. After working persistently one week they
returned to the agency with fewer than a thousand names. In a few villages the
petty chiefs and allies run these Indian enumerators out of the village before a
name was obtained. These chiefs think that the Government is trying to get
their names and location with the view of arresting them for theft and other
misdemeanors, of which many are doubtless guilty. Hence, in regard to the
statistics of the Papago Indians, except the allottees at San
Xavier, I am compelled to submit you an estimate only. I would surely be glad to do better were
I able.
I shall submit a very accurate census of ttie
Papago allottees who are
located on the reservation at San Xavier, 8 miles south of
Tucson, Ariz.
^
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In conclusion, permit me to say, with due deference to all concerned, that we
have been on the alert to do that which seemed fitting and judicious to help
this people and, in regard to the progress made, we bide the judgment as
others see us. I thank the officers of the Department for the uniform courtesy
manifested to me throughout the year, and as I yet have the honor to subscribe
;

myself,

Very

respectfully, yours,

CORNELIUS W. GROUSE,
U. 8. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SAN CARLOS AGENCY.
SAN CARLOS AGENCY,

ARIZ.,
Awjust %k, 1892.
SIR In compliance with the requirement of the Indian Office, I have the honor
to submit herewith my annual report of this agency, together with the accompanying statistical statements.
I entered upon my duties as acting agent November 25, 1891, relieving Capt.
John L. Bullis, Twenty-fourth Infantry. Having been the commanding officer
of the adjoining military post of San Carlos for several years prior to date mentioned, my experience in that capacity had rendered me fairly familiar with the
Indian affairs of the reservation, which knowledge enabled me to go right to
work. As soon as practicable, however, after assuming my charge and attending
to the more pressing needs and demands upon my attention I visited the different
Indian settlements pertaining to this agency, including Fort Apache, in order
to become thoroughly acquainted with the actual condition of the Indians.
The first thing which I found to require immediate attention at San Carlos
was a spirit of dissatisfaction, bordering upon defiance of authority, among the
Mojave and Yuma Indians located in near proximity to the agency, who were
displeased with orders they had received to remove to a more distant part of the
eastern portion of the reserve, where a tract of land had been surveyed and
designated for their occupancy and use, in consequence of reports that a considerable portion of the lands hitherto occupied by them had been washed away
by the extraordinary high water of the Gila River in the preceding spring,
which had destroyed their dams and injured irrigating ditches. Upon careful
personal investigation I found that the destruction of land, etc., had not been
nearly so extensive as reported that a little intelligently directed hard work
would restore matters and enable these in the locality the'n occupied to raise a
very fair crop this year; while removal to the new land, where the virgin soil
required breaking, the work of excavating extensive ditches, construction of
flumes, etc., would involve great expense and it would besides be impossible to
get the ground ready for this year's cultivation, and the loss of an entire crop
would have been severely felt. Moreover, there was still another and, in my
opinion, serious objection to the projected change of location in question, whichwas the proximity of the tract to be occupied to the small town of Maxey (adjoining the post of Fort Thomas). In view of all these considerations I deemed
it best to leave the Indians named where they were, and to require them to go to
work to repair damages, wiiich they did. The discontent among them disappeared at once, and the result the gather ing of a good crop proved that the
course adopted was correct. In reality very little land had been injuriously affected by the floods referred to. Had I been as familiar with the land occupied
by the Yumas and Mojaves as I am now, at least 200 acres more would have been
cultivated by these Indians making in the aggregate more than they tilled before the high water. This can all be irrigated without additional expense, and
will be brought under cultivation next year, an enlargement of the ditch only
being needed to render it fully available.
^
The condition of the Indians of this reservation, especially those pertaining
to
San
the
is
Carlos
immediately
Agency,
improving, not rapidly but steadily,
and in speaking of improvement I include therein the changes for the better in
their habits and disposition. The good crop gathered this year has been of
much advantage besides the direct material benefit derived therefrom by the
Indians, it has shown them that industry pays, and will no doubt act as an in:

;

;

;

centive to greater efforts in the future.
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From my experience with the people under my charge I have found them industriously inclined, not many among" them, in view of the life to which they
were accustomed in the past, being- actually lazy. Under proper guidance and
with good example before them, they are generally ready and willing to work.
MoI have also found them on the whole orderly, gcod natured, and tractable.
rose characters are rare. Generally hot tempered and excitable which particularly applies to the Apaches they require to be kept under strict control in
but they are intelligent and fair-minded
their present state of civilization
enough to understand and appreciate just treatment in all ordinary matters.
The children are usually bright and apt, and not a few of them anxious to acquire all the knowledge possible, though the great majority of them, the same
as the parents, are averse to leaving the Indian reservation for the purpose of
;

attending schools.
With few exceptions all the Indians are more or less engaged in agricultural
pursuits, farming in a small way. The Indian farmers instruct and guide them
in these matters, and under such supervision labor has been exacted under the
requirements of law from the able-bodied persons; which number, by the way,
has been materially reduced by the enlistment of over one hundred young men
for the Army, and the work has generally been willingly done, particularly by
the Ton to Apaches, in some instances even considerable zeal being displayed.
I am able to say that the old habits of savagery are rapidly passing away and
making room for more civilized ways and manners. Fewer of the men dress in
the Indian garb than formerly, and the males also do more work than they used
in fact, nearly all the hard labor, such as building dams, excavating ditches,
'to
etc., has lately been exclusively done by the men, work of that character on the
part of women having been discouraged by me.
Polygamy, though still existing in numerous instances, is confined to alliances
contracted heretofore, the Indian regulations relative to plural marriages being
now strictly enforced. Too early marriages, i. e., of girls of tender years, are
no longer allowed neither is the purchase of females by men for purpose of
cohabitation, as formerly practiced, permitted, and the ill usage of wives by
husbands is punished whenever reported or discovered. The women have been
given to understand that they have some rights, which has resulted in their
better treatment by the men.
Improvement in beef issue. Brutality in the butchering of the beef cattle has been
done away with; women are not allowed near the slaughter-house while the
butchering is in progress, and the animals' intestines are not permitted to be
given to the Indians, but are destroyed.
Medicinemen. The practices of "medicine" men are discouraged by me in
every way, and their influence is rapidly diminishing in consequence. Very
many of the Indians when sick now regularly call upon the agency physicians
for treatment, and the latter, both here and at Fort Apache, pay periodical
visits to the more distant parts of the reservation to attend the sick.
In this
connection I will mention that the sanitary condition of the Indians in general
is good.
Intoxication.
The indulgence in intoxicants among the Indians has been re"
pressed as much as possible, but still prevails to a considerable extent, tis-win,"
from
made
corn, being the beverage used. A marked diminution in the habit
has, however, taken place, due no doubt to the vigorous measures to stop it which
have been adopted and rigidly enforced. Many " old-time " tis-win drunkards
it has been noticed have become steady, good workers.
So far as I have been
able to ascertain by exercising constant vigilance only very few efforts were
made during the year to introduce liquor on the reservation from the outside.
Several soldiers of the garrison of San Carlos were discovered to be engaged in.
the traffic, and these were duly arrested and turned over to the civil authorities
and are now awaiting trial.
" Tis-win "
drinking is reported to be still extensively indulged in by the White
Mountain Indians of Fort Apache, where the remoteness of the camps from observation renders it difficult to exercise control and use corrective measures.
Crime. Further evidence of the Indians' improved condition and disposition is
that since my incumbency as agent only one case of "crime against whites " has
been reported as having been committed by reservation Indians. The instance
mentioned is that of a Mojave Indian, now awaiting trial by civil court, who is
accused of having branded cattle illegally.
"
Kenegade. In May of this year,
Kid," a San Carlos Apache Indian improperly styled a "renegade" being in part a fugitive from justice, he having escaped from the civil authorities in November, '89, while en route to the peni;

;
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tentiary, and having been at large since, made an incursion into the reservation
and committed several depredations against Indians. He also killed a woman
of his tribe, outraged the latter's daughter, and still another young Indian woman
of the White Mountain Tribe. Unfortunately, this criminal again eluded the vigorous pursuit and efforts to apprehend him instituted by the military authorities
and Indian police. Attempts to capture him were also made by the reservation
ferret
Indians, although I believe he has friends among the latter. Efforts to
"
these out are now hi progress with the view of apprehending the "Kid on his
From the most reliable information, it is believed that the
ilfext advent.
mountainous region of Sonora affords him habitually a secure refuge and hiding
place.

Grazing. When I entered upon my duties as agent I found that under the
Department's sanction and upon certain conditions relative to paying for
the privilege several thousand head of cattle belonging to the Sierra Bonita
Land and Stock Company, which were in danger of starvation from the effect of
the then prevailing drought, had been allowed to graze upon the Indian lands.
The cattle in question had been followed by other herds which came in from the
reservation without authority, in fact the cattle came in from all directions, and
these <^acroachments soon assumed such proportions that under the Department's
instructions measures were adopted and carried out to remove the cattle from
the reservation as soon as such removal could be safely effected without endangering the animals' condition. It required all the energy and perseverance of
the Indian service here, and in some instances the active aid of the military, to
bring this removal about. Many of the cattle had been grazing on the Indian
pastures for years without interference, and their owners in some instances
seemed to look upon this, if not as an absolute right as a very natural consequence and sort of prerogative, because their lands adjoined those of the Indian
In my opinion a number of these ranges were located with the
reservation.
view of such grazing on the Indian lands.
At present trespassing stock is kept off the reservation as far as possible, but
it requires not only constant vigilance, but the diligent efforts of the employes
of this agency, the Indian police, and the cooperation of the Indians (acting as
a "posse") to prevent encroachments. In one case where in flagrant violation of
law, and after repeated warnings had been given, a herd of cattle was driven
across the reservation from the eastern boundary as far as Fort Apache the matter was laid before the United States attorney for this territory for the purpose
of prosecution, of which fact due report was made to the Indian Office at the

time.
In the case of Sierra Bonita Cattle Company the grazing tax was, under authority of the Department, collected partly in cash and partly in horses (mares
with foal and some stallions), the latter for issue to the deserving Indians. Grazing tax was also imposed upon the other trespassing stock, and has in most cases
been paid, there having so far been collected $2,517.50, of which sum $1,062.50
were deposited June 30, 1892, and the balance ($1 ,455) is in my hands. In some
instances it has as yet been impossible to secure payment of said grazing tax.
Farming. As already stated the Indians of the reservations are mostly engaged
in farming, cultivating by families or in aggregations of small numbers, fields
adjacent to their habitations. In nearly all cases irrigation is necessary to produce crops. By good work in the fields and upon the dams and ditches favored
by good weather, fair success has attended this year's efforts, as will be seren
from the statistical exhibit, the yield of grain having been greater than for years
In this connection I invite attention to the fact that a large percentage
past.
of the able-bodied male population has been withdrawn from here by enlistment
in the Army, thus imposing much more field labor on a smaller number of the
men. By changing the day of weekly-ration issue from Thursday to Saturday,
as I did immediately after taking charge, the Indians were enabled to do more
work, as they gained fully one day per week.
Baskets, In addition to agriculture and stock raising on a small scale there is
only one other industry pursued here not counting the usual Indian bead work*
and that is the manufacture of baskets of wicker and vegetable fibre, the making
of which is confined to the women.
Thesa baskets are excellently made, and,
being in great demand, bring good prices. They are often of tasteful shapes
and designs, the usual forms being those of Mexican ollas and of bowls of large
and small dimensions. The process of making this basket work, in which some
of the women attain great skill, is very laborious and tedious.
Education.
The agency boarding school has been in successful operation during
the year, all the children in attendance having made gratifying progress. More
,*"
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buildings are needed to afford necessary facilities for the accommodation of a
larger number of pupils which can be secured. Plans for the required additional
school-house have already been forwarded other plans and specifications, with
estimates, are now in course of preparation, with the view of securing structures
which, when erected, will complete the establishment, and will greatly increase
the school's capacity.
An epidemic of whooping cough among the pupils in May necessitated the
temporary dismissal to their homes of a number of the children before the commencement of the annual vacation. The disease, fortunately, was of mild chaf acter, and has now entirely disappeared.
Finding the school building in a most dilapidated, and in certain respects actually unsafe, condition, when I took charge in last November, I applied for and
obtained authority to make repairs, which have been completed, except some
minor interior ones, for which an application is now pending. The exterior of
"
"
all the structures has been durably
rough-cast and substantial brick chimneys have replaced the tumble-down, dangerous adobe ones; besides which the
two-story teachers' dwelling, which was deemed unsafe, has been so strengthened
by application of buck-staves, etc., as to render it safe. The entire establishment now not only presents a sightly appearance but has been made habitable
for years to come.
Grist mill.
The agency grist mill, wrecked by high water early in 1891, was
completely restored by March 2, 1892 a new engine and pump house was built,
and since date specified an average of about 2, 600 pounds wheat has been ground
into flour during five days of each week.
Water supply. In last July the steam pump used with the school and agency
water system broke down from actual wear and tear, having been originally inadequate to the demands made upon it. Since then water has been supplied by
hauling it in wagons. Application for a new pump one of adequate capacitywas duly made and is now pending, and I hope will be furnished at an early
;

1

;

date.
Improvements. Among the improvements made was the construction of a shelter house for the two large iron tanks of the water system, which stood exposed
to the weather. Another was the completion of a stone shed, with store rooms
at each end, which was left unfinished by my predecessor. As now arranged it
furnishes good stabling for the agency animals, for which no provision had been
made. Good, large American horses have been purchased and replaced the condemned worn out mules I found at the agency. The agency buildings, includ-

ing the offices and subsistence store-rooms, quarters of employes, the adjoining
meat house, the grain store-house, in the front part of which the agent's (very
inadequate) quarters are situated, and the corral all constructed of adobe and
sadly in need of repairs which structures, in fact, in a number of places, had
never been completed, have all been thoroughly repaired. The outside of the
buildings has been "rough-cast," gable ends of walls built up, roofs reshingled,
repaired, and added to wherever needed brick chimneys have replaced the
dangerous adobe ones, floors have been repaired and new ones, as well as ceilings, put in where required, so that the whole is now in serviceable, habitable
condition and, moreover, presents a good appearance. Both the agency and
school buildings, being " rough-cast" on the outside, are now uniform in color.
Substantial adobe cottages of two rooms have been built for each of the four
farmers belonging immediately to this agency. The work was done by the
farmers and Indians at small expense. Besides furnishing long-needed quarters
for deserving employes, the construction of the cottages was to instruct the Indians, and, from what I learn, has proved a good lesson.. The agency lime kiln,
which was in a ruinous condition, has been repaired, and is ready for burning
;

,

lime.

The agency sawmill,

situated on Natanes Plateau, and nearly 60 miles
was not in operation when I became agent, from need of rewhich
I
set
about making, when a lack of funds in the Department necespairs,
sitated the sawyer's discharge on December 31, 1891. A special report will be
Mill.

distant from here,

rendered in relation to the running of the mill in the future.
Police.
The Indian police, which I organized at this agency and have used for
disciplinary purposes, in place of the army Indian scouts, since January 16, 1892,
has rendered very efficient service. My only regret in this connection is that
the number is limited by the amount of funds at the Department's disposal, and
that no provision is made to supply forage for the men's horses.
Court of Indian offenses. I have also found the court of Indian offenses, organized
January 5, 1892, a very valuable factor in maintaining good order among the
Indians. Its decisions have been remarkablv sensible, fair, and just.
Coal lands. Intrusion upon the so-called "coal fields " in the southern
part of

'
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the reservation has caused considerable trouble and work to this agency. As
the matter has been placed before the Department in special reports and steps
are now in progress to bring about a satisfactory adjustment of the difficulty, I
defer further mention of the subject.
Separate agency for White Mountain Apaches. For reasons heretofore set forth at
length, especially in my letters of July 25 and August 3, 1892, I respectfully
reiterate the recommendation that a separate agency be established at or near
Fort Apache for the White Mountain Apache Indians.
Tillable land.
With reference to the tillable area of the reservation, I would
state that there is a considerable ^acreage of such land still available along both
the Gila and San Carlos rivers, all of which I hope to get under cultivation next
spring. Then there is in "Ash Creek Valley," from 25 to 35 miles distant from
this agency, which I have repeatedly visited, a vast extent of what I believe can
te made cultivable land thousands of acres by the construction of storage
reservoirs for the waters of Ash Creek, to be utilized in irrigating said land,
which is fertile and upon which wild barley matures every year, it is said, in
many places. This valley is wide, extends for miles along the foot of the pinecovered Natanes Plateau, and is the coveted grazing region of the cattlemen
living along the border of the reservation. In my opinion a careful survey of
the locality named with the view of constructing reservoirs for irrigating purposes would be advisable. If found practicable, as I have no doubt from my
own observation it would be, probably 7,000 or 8,000 acres of good land could be
obtained at no great expense. The location is a very favorable one for communication to the south, and being on an average not more than 10 or 12 miles from
the agency sawmill this would then become a really useful factor in making
needed improvements. The locality would, in fact, be available for settlement
by the White Mountain Apaches as well as the Indians nearer by. For all these
reasons I have the honor to recommend that the survey be authorized.
Irrigation.
Believing that the establishment of extensive vegetable gardens on
favorable soil, to be cultivated by Indians under the direction and supervision
of the respective farmers of the Indian service, would be of great utility in fur"
nishing needed instruction, I recommend that four aermotors" be supplied to
this agency, to be used for irrigating purposes in such gardens. I shall make
this recommendation, with necessary estimate, in a special report on the subject.
I also respectfully recommend the purchase of a good-sized aermotor and pump
for irrigating the garden of the agency boarding school.
I wish further to recommend, in respect to matters inattention to which has
occasioned some vexation and confusion, that deaths of Indian children at nonreservation schools be promptly reported to the agent concerned also that the
names of Indian children taken from the reservation to nonreservation schools,
be continued the same as borne upon the descriptive lists accompanying them
on departure.
In conclusion, I beg to submit that, in my opinion, fair progress has been made
among the Indians directly belonging to the San Carlos Agency. I will also
mention that, with one exception, good and satisfactory services have been
rendered by the agency employes. In the excepted case the employe was discharged by direction of the Indian Office.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

1

LEWIS JOHNSON,

Captain 24th Infantry, Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, U. S. Army,
Acting Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SAN CARLOS

SCHOOL,.

SAN CARLOS,

Aaiz., July 1. 1892.
SIR: I arrived at San Carlos October 31, 1891, and immediately assumed the duties of superintendent of the school. I found Supervisor D. S. Keck in charge. He gave me a most hearty
welcome, and took great pleasure in showing me around and instructing me in the duties of

my

office.

I found the buildings in a very dilapidated condition. They were ornamented with broken
window glass, broken sash, broken doors, and large openings in the floors. Supervisor Keck
had been at work several days laying pipe to convey water to the kitchen. 1 assisted him to
complete it. Before this the water had to be carried 350 feet. The school was without a
matron and industrial teacher. I could not move in any direction without seeing urgent work
staring me full in the face. I decided to attack it at the most vulnerable point. When I came
to look around for tools. I could only find an old saw and hatchet, and they had a very antediluvian appearance. They were in perfect keeping with the buildings and surroundings. It
was remarkable how perfectly everything harmonized. I went to the agent (Capt. Bullis) and
asked for an outiit for a carpenter shop. He told me to go to the storerooln and select all I
needed. I did so. In a short tinle I was fairly well equipped for the battle.
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With the assistance of employe^ and
I went to work determined to bring order out of chaos.
the hearty cooperation of the agents I have succeeded. Capt. Bullis resigned a short time
after my arrival at San Carlos. He was ever ready to do all in his power to promote the best
interests of the school and make it pleasant for employes and pupils. Capt. Lewis Johnson,
of the Twenty-fourth Infantry, succeeded him. His administration up to this time has been a
marked success. While he rules with a firm hand, justice and humanity always leave their
lasting impress on his every act.
Through his efforts our buildings are in a better condition to-day than they have been for
and the school is in a prosperous condition but we need more room. There are many
children in the camps of school age who must remain there because we have not the room to
need a new schoolhouse of four rooms and new quarters for employes.
take them in.
Had we these the present schoolhouse and residence of the employe's could be used for dormitories, and one of the buildings now used for a dormitory could be utilized as laundry and bathyears,

;

We

room; both are much needed. With the above additions and changes we could accommodate
comfortably 100 pupils. We also need a larger water supply; the present is not sufficient to
meet the necessary demands of the school.
Last spring we planted a large amount of garden seeds; they germinated quickly and for
a short time grew rapidly. Our only means of irrigation was hauling water in a tank, or drawing it out of a well by hand. We did both. It proved a failure. Next season we hope and
fully expect to have our garden under the ditch. With an abundant supply of water we can
grow all the vegetables the school can consume.
Our school has been filled with new pupils four times during the fiscal year. We have but
one in school who was here when I took charge, The others have been transferred to bonded
schools. We have on our school register at this date 58 names, 38 boys and 20 girls. They
have been in school from three to six months.
The progress they have made in the above time is phenomenal. I have never seen white
children make as great advancement in the same period. If the same pace can be kept up for
five years these boys and girls will go out into the world well equipped to compete with their
white brothers and sisters in the battle of life. To the teachers who have been associated with
me is largely due the credit for the success of our school.
The health of the children has been remarkably good not a death during my administra;

tion.

were transferred from this to industrial training schools. On
October 30, 29
boys were taken by Prof. Lemmon to Teller Institute, Grand
Junction, Colo.; November 11,3413 girls and 21 boys transferred to Santa Fe, N. Mex.
December 17, 48 28 girls and 20 boys transferred to Albuquerque, N. Mex. on the same date
10 boys transferred to Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kans. January 24, 58 17 girls and 41 boystransferred to Grant Institute. Genoa, Nebr., making a total of 76 girls and 103 boys.
All except the first were transferred by Supervisor D. S. Keck. The first party was examined
by Doctor Johnson two days before my arrival at San Carlos. The second, third, and fourth parties were examined by Doctor Wells under my direction and in my presence. He made a very
careful examination, and at my request reexamined three large girls, about whom I had some
doubt as to their soundness. The fifth party was examined by Doctor Kaufman. He also
made a careful examination of each child. I am of the opinion that the most expert physicians
can not always detect the hereditary germs of disease that lie dormant in many children that
*e brought from the camps into school. Nature has hidden them beyond the penetration of
the most experienced eye.
They await the conditions necessary to rapid development. Sudden climatic changes, such
as they undergo by being transferred from a warm to a cold climate during the winter season,
may be just what is needed to develop the latent disease or the comforts of civilization,
warm rooms, impure air, etc., to which they are not accustomed, may do it. It is remarkable,
when we consider the sudden changed conditions of life, that so few sicken and die. I believe
it would be much better, and more humane, when children are transferred from reservation to
other schools, to take them where the climate is similar to the one where they were born and
reared. I know that it would be much more satisfactory to the Indians in general.
Through reports made by those not thoroughly familiar with the Indians on this reservation,
a wrong impression has gone forth in regard to them. They are called the most bloodthirsty
and treacherous of all the trioes under our Government, and the children are reported as being
among the dullest. My experience with them has convinced me beyond all doubt that they are
just the opposite. I am quite familiar with Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Otoes, Pawnees, and
Poncas. I do not hesitate to say. these children, in natural ability, are superior to those belonging to either of the above tribes and they are much easier to govern. My teachers have
no difficulty in maintaining perfect discipline in the school room. It is very seldom I have to
resort to corporal punishment, and then of a very mild character.
There is much in the nature of the Apache that is manly and noble, and when put on his honor
by those who have always been honorable with him, he seldom deceives or g}ves cause for regret. I have found no necessity for making a walking arsenal of myself, as one of my predecessors did. I feel just as safe here as among the most civilized people of the East. The doors
of our residence are never locked, and during the warm season stand wide open every night.
We have never been molested.
The Indians are friendly and sociable. Many of them visit the school and are proud of the
progress made by their children; but notwithstanding this, they seriously object to their being
transferred to other schools. It is only natural they should. Nowhere have I seen exhibited a
stronger affection on the part of parents for the child. They feel that separation is death to
Let us deal gently with these poor,
all the ties that bind them together, and often it is true.
ignorant people, for they are all children and should be treated as such.
During the latter part of the year a shoa and harness shop was established at the school. A
regular detail of boys was made, who worked one half of each working day at the above trades.
The progress made is most satisfactory. The other boys have been taught to garden, care for
stock, milk cows, repair buildings, paint, whitewash, etc. The girls have been instructed in
sewing, darning, laundering, kitchen and dining room work, and general care of dormitories.
179 children
18 girls and 11

During the year

;

:

;

;

;

RECAPITULATION.
Total number pupils enrolled during year
Total number transferred
Present enrollment.
Yearly average attendance

Extending

my

thanks to the Department for

most respectfully yours,

The COMMISSIONER or INDIAN AFFAIRS.

its

:

237
179
58
57

courteous consideration and treatment,

I

am

THOS. L. HOGTJE,
Superintendent.
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REPORT OF MISSION AGENCY.
MISSION AGENCY,

Colton, September

7,

1892.

have the honor to submit herewith my fourth annual report of the
condition of the Indians under my charge at the Mission Tule River (consolidated) Agency.
SIR

:

I

Allotments.
The work of allotting land in severally to the Indians, which is to
follow the report of the Mission Indian Commission, has not yet begun, and I
have no official knowledge of the report of said commission. The allotments
being the event which we expect will mark progress in the Indian's upward
course we anxiously wait for it.
Their progress, while seemingly slow, may be much more rapid
Industry.
than that which our ancestors made during the similar period through which
we know they passed. This progress is best evidenced by more continuous labor
both at home and when given employ mentlDy their white neighbors. Their custom
has boen to work well for a few days and then lie idle until all their earnings
were spent. This is very annoying to the employer who needs to harvest his
crops. The good results of continuous labor as an educator is illustrated at the
Morongo Reservation, near Banning, where a large part of the able-bodied have
constant employment at from $1.50 to $1.75 per day. They are employed in
orchard and vineyard and their employers speak well of their services and of the
noticeable improvement in the habit of regular industry. These people havs
raised more crops this year than ever before, have improved their homes and
to keep their children in school, dress better,
grounds, have made more effort
and give less attention to the " medicine " man and feasts.
Will Pablo. The evil influences of Will Pablo, of which I so often complained,
His influence having reached the Senate an inspector
still go on unpunished.
was sent here to investigate his complaints, but, although invited repeatedly,
Pablo absented himself entirely until the inspector was called away, much to
my regret.
The Morongo Indian lands, which I have rented for grain, will this year net
them about $2,000, which, in addition to the $3,300 already deposited to their
credit, will be a generous help to them after allotment.
The day school here has been better attended the past year and
Schools.
Of the other day schools I can report that all the
its condition is satisfactory.
teachers employed last year remain and are worthy, self-sacrificing women whose
influence is already quite apparent. Their schools show marked improvement
noticeable to an outsider in the fact that the children who two years ago could
not be induced to speak a word on the street now take a pride in so doing in a
respectful manner. This has come about through the united efforts of supervisor and teachers.
Voters.
I will not speak definitely of the nineteen reservations in my^ charge,
as there is little new to report. All are anxiously awaiting the allotment of
land and there is little encouragement for effort until that is done. Recently an
order from the State authorities to enroll all as voters who demand it has caused
them to think that their rights are being respected. I am told that the more
advanced are registering, although the majority are unfit for the franchise. I
hope they may be stimulated to fit themselves before assuming its duties.
The most formidable obstacle to their advancement is their love for
Liquor.
the white man's strong drink, and as long as public sentiment and the courts feel
that it is no crime to sell liquor to an Indian it is very difficult to prevent it.
While a portion are good citizens, never drink and make trouble, having no notoriety, others waste everything in debauchery and give a bad name to all Indians.
As agent, my only hope is to lead them through the schools and help them
to an education in letters and in such arts as will make their labor of cash value
in the community in which they must live. Their principal competition must be
the laboring man. This being so it will be seen at once that occupation and education must go hand in hand or they will not reap the benefits of education, and
an educated idler is more dangerous in the community than an ignorant one.
My hope, therefore, is that our schools will be of that class which will fit them
for such occupation as will be within their reach.
^

8397
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Day

Seven of the eight day schoolson reservations have been re-

school buildings.

built or repaired with rooms added to enable the teacher to live comfortably the
eighth will be rebuilt as soon as an allotting agent indicates a proper location.
Ferris school.
The event of the year for the Mission Indians is the building of
two plain substantial school buildings 80 by 100 and 70 by 90 feet at Ferris, San
Diego County, 20 miles southeast from Colton and Riverside, on the line of the
Santa Fe Railroad. As reported last year the citizens of Ferris, a new and thriving ssttlement, gave the United States Government 80 acres of choice land to induce the location of the Industrial and Training School. The buildings are
nearly completed and the school will open in October under the superintendence
of Mr. M. H. Savage, who comes to his work with intelligent enthusiasm, and
everything promises success in this enterprise, which I believe marks an era of
prosperity for the Indian race, and a desire on the part of the American people
to be just to a much despised and abused race. Oar Congressman, Hon. W. W.
Bowers, has recently visited the school buildings and approves the whole work,
and promises his hearty support in the future, saying such buildings, and the
plan for a practical education, are a credit to the country and its promoters.
Inclosed please find statistics accompanying annual report.
Very respectfully,
;

HORATIO N. RUST,

U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF ROUND VALLEY AGENCY.
ROUND VALLEY AGENCY,
Covelo. AuQitst 30, 1892.

submit the following report of affairs at this agency for
the fiscal year ending June 30 last.
The census recently completed gives the number of Indians upon the reserva-

SIR

:

I respectfully

tion as follows, viz

Concows

:

.

_

Clear Lake, Little Lake, Redwood, Potter Valley

Ukie and Wylackie
Pitt River and Nome Lackie

.

144
120
257
48
280
289
198
223
85

Males
Females
Males over 18 years of age
Females over 14 years of age
School children between 6 and 16 years of age
Of the above tribes of Indians there are more living off the reservation than
there are-living upon it.
Land.
All of the swamp-land claimants but one have received their money and
moved with their stock to new homes in other parts of the valley. The cattlemen on the range land refused to accept their money until troops were sent here
last March for the purpose of removing their stock.
So soon, however, as the
troops started for the valley they came forward and accepted the money and
moved their stock beyond the limits of the reduced reservation.

But until the reservation is properly fenced the feed will be principally consumed by outside stock, and the reservation stock will fare but little better than
previously did. I would suggest that a good barbed-wire fence bo built around
the exterior boundary as soon as possible.
The duty of carrying out the provisions of the act of October 1, 1890, providing for a reduction of the reservation, and the instructions of the Department
thereunder, has been particularly difficult. None of the parties, some of whom
represent the lowest type of civilization, wanted to surrender their holdings
within the reserve, and consequently have been very bitter and abusive, riding
up and down the road past headquarters, calling me a thief, a robber, etc., and
cursing me with the most vile oaths. They called what they ternied indignation meetings, in Covelo, and passed resolutions condemning me for interesting
myself in behalf of the Indians and protecting their rights. These parties went
BO far as to hang and burn me in effigy in the streets of Covelo. Notwithstanding all of this bitterness, I have succeeded in removing all of the stockmen or

it
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swamp-land claimants but one, whose deed is now before the Department, and
I trust it will prove satisfactory.
The valley land has not been subdivided, and no allotments have been made.
As has often been reported before, no allotments have been made
Agriculture"
on this reservation, and most of the farming- done here is on a community farm,
although this year quite a number of the Indians, as shown by the statistics
herewith, have raised good crops of vegetables and grain. This year's crop is
estimated as follows

Reservation

:

:

tons..
...bushels.-

Hay.._

Wheat

do
pounds. _

Oats
Hops.
Indians

:

tons-.

Hay
Wheat

bushels - -

do
do
do
do
do
do

Barley

Corn
Potatoes

=

Onions
Beans
Other vegetables
Melons

_

number L.
.._

Pumpkins
Stock.

400
4,500
1,000
20, 000

June

30, last,

there were on hand

Property of the Government
Horses
Mules

:

80
20
375

_
.

Cattle

Owned by

Indians

:

Horses
Mules

_

Cattle

*.:

Hogs
Chickens

123
785
750
903
540
12
225
50
4, 730
2,189
1,

:

25
2
188
580
784

During the first of the year I rebuilt the sawmill from the ground up,
and have since manufactured about 200,000 feet of lumber and 100,000 shingles.
The good timber being about exhausted, the mill will have to be moved before
another season.
Schools.
There have been in session ten months during the past year two day
schools, with an average attendance of 46 pupils.
Six Indians have been employed in the carpenter, blacksmith,
Apprentices.
and harness shops, and some of them are becoming very useful.
As has been frequently reported, the buildings at this agency are
Buildings.
nearly all worthless. I rebuilt the sawmill, built a new hop-house 48 feet wide
by 84 feet long, and have nearly completed the new boarding-school building,
which is 35 feet by 97 feet, with an |_ 30 by 18 feet. This will be one of the
handsomest and best constructed school buildings in the county.
Crimes.
As before reported, no court of Indian offenses has been established
at this agency, nor is there any necessity for one.
Last May I reported to the United States district attorney three liquor cases,
and indictments were found by the United States grand jury in each case, but
the parties have not yet been tried.
For nearly two years J. F. Merriam and wife have occupied
Missionary efforts.
this field as representatives of the American Baptist Home Mission
Society of
New York and the Woman's Baptist Home Missionary Society of Chicago. * * *
Mills.

Very

respectfully,

THEO.

F.

U.

The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS.

WILLSEY,

JS.

Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF HOOPA VALLEY AGENCY.
HOOPA VALLEY AGENCY,

August

15, 1892.

In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to submit the following as my second annual report of the affairs of this agency

SIR

:

:

HOOPAS.
During the past year the Hoopa Indians have as a rule pursued their peaceful
avocations, and are steadily advancing in civilization, while the spirit of manhood which prompts one to be self-supporting through his own exertions is gradually manifesting itself among them.
As will be seen from statistics forwarded herewith, the death rate
Sanitary.
among them has been great, and the census roll shows a decrease during the

This is owing, to some extent, to the epidemic of la grippe which prevailed
here during the past winter. This was very severe. I think not five of those on
the reservation escaped. All but one who succumbed to its ravages were old
people, who had less confidence in the agency physician than in their native
customs. While this may have shortened the lives of a few of them, it resulted
in good to the many, as all those who followed the instructions of the physician
recovered, thus doing much to break down their own system of medical treatment and strengthen their faith in the physician.
One evidence of the steady advancement of these Indians is that I hear
Feuds.
much less of their old feuds and long-standing troubles. According to their old
laws these must be remembered from generation to generation until some one
Often thosa who claim damis willing to pay something to somebody to settle.
ages know little or nothing of the origin of the demand, relying on the memory
of some older relative. These demands are weakening, and the younger men
are learning to look upon these old laws and customs as a relic of the past. During the past year there has been little trouble among them, nor has there been
any insubordination or willful disturbance of the peace of the community.
Farming. The year past was a fairly good year for crops. A great majority of
the Indians who are able bodied have cultivated a piece of land, many of them
showing a commendable spirit of industry and enterprise. The past year has
no doubt been the best ever known for them financially, as their crops of oats
and hay found ready sale for the military post here. In addition to this, they
earned quite a large amount in cutting wood for the post and in finishing the
Hoopa Valley wagon road.
Eemoval of the troops. Near the close of the fiscal year the military post was
abandoned. The prospect is that during the coining year many of the Indians
will miss a large portion of their incomes.
During this coming year they will no
doubt have harder times than for a few years past, but I am convinced that after
they have adjusted their affairs to the new order of things, they will live as
well and enjoy life much better. I believe the removal of the troops will eventually prove'of much benefit, and now think it should have been done years ago.
The only school ever conducted at this agency is a day school. While
Schools.
a few have manifested an indifferent interest in this school, I regret to say that
As soon as it was underit has not been the success that I hoped to make it.
stood that the contemplated boarding school was to be established, many availed
themselves of this fact to absent themselves from the day school, saying they
would rather wait until the new school opened thai would be so much better.
Now, as the time approaches for the opening of the boarding school, many
of those who a year ago were loudest in their demands for such a school are
shrewdest in manufacturing some reason why they ought not to send their
children to it. Notwithstanding this I am confident it will prove at least a
moderate success, resulting in great good to these people.
Wagon roads. During the year much labor has been done by the Indians to improve the few miles of wagon roads on the reservation. The rainy season each
year is very detrimental to roads. I found many portions in almost a dangerous
condition, many places where the grade passes over a spur of the mountains
being washed out until the road hail more tlie appearance of a ditch than of a
highway. In other places the rocks and bowlders rendered travel uncertain or
dangerous. For this I could attach no blame to my predecessor, as the season
just passed had been the worst known for thirty yeais, the washouts, landBy constant effort I have succeeded
slides, etc., being far beyond the average.
in reducing the roads to a condition that reflects credit upon these Indians and
year.

;
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brings them up to the standard of the county roads around us. This, too, with
no expense to the Government except a small amount of subsistence to those
Indians who performed the labor.
Police.
The police force consists of only two privates. I am glad to say that
the Indians are learning to look upon them as a portion of the management of
When I first
affairs and to understand the proper functions of a policeman.
explained the matter to them they looked upon it with disfavor, thinking it a
disgrace to be called a policsman. Nearly all of them object to receiving orders
from an Indian, even when it comes in a form of a request.
Gambling and intoxication. These have been the prevailing vices here as elsewhere. Prom all I can learn they are rather diminishing than increasing.
The gambling is confined mostly to a few who gamble among themselves.
Thus the money lost and won is still among them. I have never known of one
going to the extreme of impoverishing himself, as often happens among halfcivilized people.

The liquor which they obtain is usually supplied by parties outside the reservation, either white men or half-breed citizens, who purchase it by the bottle
and sell it to the Indians at a good profit. I have done all that circumstances
permitted to break up this traffic, and have been assisted by all my employes.
Either the advice to the Indians, coupled with the example of sober men, who
are employes of the agency, or fear of detection on the part of the outside
parties seems to have some influence for good. For months past there have
been very few instances of intemperance. The Indian is a great imitator, and
if the white men by whom he is surrounded are drinking men he naturally
wants to drink himself. Realizing this, my employes are all pledged to total
abstinence before I engage them.
Agency buildings and Indian houses. Many of the agency buildings are in a dilapidated condition, and have been too few in numb3r. Since the abandonment of
the post, however, this deficiency has been somewhat supplied, as there are
some buildings not needed for school purposes which can be utilized for agency
purposes. During the year one wing of the main barn and stable at the agency
has baen rebuilt by the employes.
The great majority of the Indians have comfortable houses. Few have been
built since I came here, from the fact that I have had nearly all I could do to
complete those erected and reported by my predecessor. Many so reported
were simply shells without floors, dcors, or windows. Most of these are now
in condition to be occupied.
Teams, etc. The number of work animals is entirely inadequate to perform the
work required. While there are many horses owned by the Indians, few of
them are broken to harness or fit for work, and are used only for riding consequently most of the Indians depend upon the agency teams to do their farming. The result is that the agency teams are overworked and some of the crops
are so late that the yield is poor.
are now in the midst of harvesting, and
grain is wasting in the field for want of teams. Not only are the work animals
too few in number, but those we have are getting too old. Of the mules only
one team can be called even second class, while the horses are little better.
few of the Indians ai^e realizing the situation, and, as one of them remarked a
few days since, " Maybe Indians w^ll have more sense by and by and have horses
that will work."
t
saddle horse purchased a few years since for the use ot the agent, and the
animal
ever
allowed
the agent here, has been in the harness much of the
only
past year. I would very much like the use of a good span of horses suitable for
driving, though I would content myself with -three or four more teams of young
mules suitable for farm work.
The only portion of the native dress retained among these Indians
Dress, etc.
is the caps of the women.
No doubt this is owing partly to the fact that while
hats have been furnished for the men, no covering for the female head has ever
been sent here. Then their manner of carrying their children or other burdens
makes their native caps far more convenient. These caps are basket work made
close fitting, many of them quite handsome and becoming.
Mission work. For years there has been no religious work to
speak of on the
reservation, not even a sermon preached. Lately the home missionary of the
Presbyterian Church has visited the agency. I am in hopes his visit will result
in the establishment of a mission here.
In conclusion, I desire to say that the results of the past year are to me
very
better feeling is manifesting itself, and I believe I have the confiencouraging.
dence of most of the Indians. Few communities of white people can be found in
;

We

A

A

A
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Western portion of our country in which there is less disturbance and misunderstandings than has been among these people during the past year.
this

THE LOWER KLAMATH TRIBE.
This tribe occupies a strip of country recently annexed to the reservation,
extending from the mouth of the Trinity River along the Klamath River to the
Pacific Ocean. The census roll, the first ever taken by the agent so far as I can
learn, shows they slightly outnumber the Hoopas. Though speaking a different language, they are nearly allied to the Hoopas, and have many customs and
characteristics in common with them.
A few of them have taken land under the allotment act, and one or two have
homesteaded their claims. Little help has been extended them by the Government, yet many of them are living in comfortable houses and are well advanced
in civilization. As a rule, they are more independent and self-reliant than the
Hoopa Indians, being good workers, and, as we say in this Western country, many
of them are good rustlers.
Quite a number of stock ranches and mining claims owned by white settlers
afford them an opportunity to earn wages during certain portions of the year.
Many of them spend a large part of the summer among the farmers nearest the
coast, and during the fall of the year scores of them may be found in camps near
Arcata, where they find work in digging potatoes, one of the principal crops.
Farmers often say they could not secure this crop were it not for these Indians.
Most of this work is done by contract, and men, women, and children work together, the men doing the digging while trhe women and children sack the
potatoes. A salmon cannery at the mouth of the Klamath also affords them
much work during the canning season.
Many of these Indians show considerable skill in erecting their houses, often
riving the lumber from the redwood timber which abounds in the lower end of
their territory.

In one thing they excel

that

is,

in manufacturing canoes.

All the canoes

owned in Hoopa Valley or on the Klamath River, far above the reservation,
are made by these Indians, nor were they long in discovering the better models
You can see canoes-made by them
of the boats used by the canning company.

from a redwood log as finely shaped as a yawl boat, and they have learned to
run them by sail.
The few among these Indians who have turned their attention to farming show
much thrift and enterprise. Though, owing to the fact that but a small portion
of their territory is suitable for farming, a large majority of them depend upon
wages for a living.
Of course these Indians, in common with the Hoopas and all others in this
country, still subsist to quite an extent upon their native foods, the fish from
the rivers forming a large share of this. As a rule the Lower Klamaths are a
quiet, peaceable tribe, naturally more inclined to industry than the tribes
around them.
During the past year there has been some clashing between them and a certain class of white settlers. So far as I have been able to judge in the cases the
whites have usually been in the wrong, perhaps more from the fact that they
have failed to recognize that the Indian is entitled to all the privileges they enjoy themselves than from any intention to wrong him as an Indian. At present
I think all are at peace and on comparatively good terms, looking anxiously

A

for final settlement of the land question along the Lower Klamath River.
few of the white settlers have shown a commendable spirit of justice, doing
much to protect the rights of the Indians and quiet minor difficulties.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

ISAAC A. BEERS,
U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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REPORT OF AGENT IN COLORADO.
REPORT OF SOUTHERN UTE AGENCY.
SOUTHERN UTE AGENCY, Ignacio, Colo., September 12,1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following-, my fourth annual report, on the
Southern Ute Agency

affairs of the

:

of Indians, located on their reservation in the southwest
corner of the State of Colorado, consists of 986 individuals of all ages, being au
increase of eight since last report.

The Southern Ute tribe

Males over 18 years ol age.__
Females over 14 years of age
Children between the ages of 6 and 16

_

-

males

98,

females 121

293
331
219

Births during the year, 28 deaths, 20.
They are divided into three bands, viz, Moaches, 266; Capotas, 183; and Weeminuchees, 537.
The Moaches and Capotas occupy, for the most part, the eastern end of the reservation in which the agency is located and where the greater part of their farming
operations are carried on, while the Weeminuchees with few exceptions occupy
the western portion, or that most distant from the agency.
The condition, in general is that of a nomadic race, having, with the exception of those who are engaged in farming, no settled place of abode, living in
tents which are moved from place to place to suit the whim of the owner or for
the purpose of finding better grazing for his ponies, sheep, and goats. Even
most of the farmers proceed on the approach of cold weather to seek a winter
range at lower altitude for their stock, going south and west for this purpose.
Some of the latter, however, remain on their farms during the entire year, afew
feeding their stock during the winter season. Their disposition is generally
peaceful, although they pre ready to resent injustice and encroachments upon
;

their rights.

Although the blanket still remains an important parfTof the costume of the
always accompanied with at least part of the dress of the white man,
and in many individual instances is entirely dispensed with as an article of raitribe, it is

ment.
Use of intoxicants. One of the most difficult things to prevent is the introduction
of intoxicating liquors among them, partly owing to the shape of their reservation, which gives a boundary line of 250 miles to a reservation. containing 1,650
square miles yet I am glad to be able to state that comparatively little drunkenness prevails among them. So close a watch is kept for offenses of this kind that
;

has a deterrent effect, although no convictions have as yet been obtained.
The past season has been unfavorable for agriculture. The snow
Agriculture.
fall of last winter was very light and spring found the ground lacking in the
it

moisture necessary to germinate the seed
The spring was also cold and late
and the entire season has been almost rainless. The days of the summer have
been very hot, with strong, drying winds prevailing, while the nights have been
cold. The necessity of -irrigation has been constant from seedtime to the maturity of the crops. The ditches have been taxed to their utmost capacity except when it was necessary to discontinue their use for the purpose of their
enlargement and repairing. In this locality, in the most favorable season, agriculture without irrigation is impracticable, and when it becomes necessary to irrigate in order to bring crops out of the ground the white farmer often fails, and
that the Indian succeeded under such circumstances in producing crops at all is
.

certainly to his credit.
The principal crops consist" of oats, wheat, and barley. A number of
Crops.
very promising fields of alfalfa have been established. Potatoes, corn, melons,
squashes, pumpkins, etc., are raised, mostly for their own consumption, as well
as garden vegetables of various kinds. An estimate of the number of bushels of
vegetables as well as of corn produced must necessarily be more or less inexact,
as they are mostly gathered for immediate use.
The lesson taught by the extremely severe winter of 1890-'91, during which
the mortality among range stock of all kinds was so great, has produced an increased desire for the preservation of hay and pasture land, and their greatest
progress has been made in that direction. Considerable tracts have been fenced
for this purpose and old fences have been repaired and strengthened by the addition of another strand of wire. More hay has been saved by the Indians than
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ever before, and more pasture land preserved from the untimely encroachments
of stock.
Education.

It is a source of gratification to me that my suggestion regarding
the suitableness of the abandoned military post at Fort Lewis for school purposes
was followed up and that a nourishing school is now in operation at that point.
Sixteen children of the Southern Utes were secured for the school by Supervisor
Keck during- his visit last spring. All the assistance which could be was gladly
given by myself and the agency employes. I have reason to think that more
might have been obtained but for the meddling of certain persons not connected
with the service. No favorable opportunity is lost by myself or the employes to
speak a good word for the school, explain the benefits of education, and encourage the Indians to permit their children to attend.
I can not learn that any missionary work has ever been atMissionary work.
tempted among these Indians. During the past year representatives of different churches have looked over the ground with a view to the establishment of a
mission, but so far as I know nothing definite has been decided upon. There is

room

for

Courts.

much good work in this direction.
No courts of Indian offenses have been established.

the Indians which would call for

Disputes between

action are very rare and it has not been
deemed best to encourage them. Such a court will no doubt be found useful and
should be provided on the allotmentof lands in severalty, but probably not much
before.
Road work. As the use of vehicles by Indians increases, the necessity for construction and repairs of roads begins to be apparent to them, and considerable
labor has been expended by them in the way of grading and smoothing rough
places and in temporary bridges over irrigating ditches, etc., but no general
work in the way of establishing permanent roads has been attempted.
Industries.
The Southern Utes appear to be most naturally attracted to stockraising as a pursuit, and nearly all own horses. Many have flocks of sheep and
goats which furnish them some meat, while the pelts and skins not needed in their
domestic economy are sold. Of their wool they manufacture almost nothing
differing in this respect greatly from some other tribes, their neighbors, the Navajos in particular but it is carefully sheared and sold.
Some few of them have become possessed of small herds of cattle, and within
the past year a number of the best farmers and those most able and willing to
care for them in winter at home, have had issued to them, individually, a few
each of the stock cattle purchased some years since for the tribe.
portion of
the men devote considerable time to the pursuit of wild game.
The favorite occupation of the women is working in beads, with which they
ornament purses, moccasins, and articles of personal adornment. Much of this
work is purchased by tourists and others. Other arts and trades are almost units

A

known

to

them.

The idea of receiving land in severalty does not favorably impress
the great majority of the tribe. The arrangement made between them and the
commission of 1888 for their removal to Utah, subject to the approval of Congress, they still consider unsettled, and are very much inclined to the opinion
that they are unjustly dealt with. While this impression prevails among them
and until they can be convinced that they are to remain here permanently they
will oppose the plan. The same cause has a strong tendency to discourage the
tribe in general from engaging in agricultural pursuits, and stands in the way
of real and permanent progress.
The sanitary condition of the tribe is fairly good no epidemic disease
Sanitary.
has prevailed among them. A slight increase in venereal disease is reported.
This may be accounted for by their proximity to Mexican neighbors, among
whom are included many women of easy virtue.
Improvements. The agency buildings, though some of them are old, are for the
most part in a good state of preservation, but need painting. It is the intention
to proceed with this work in the near future.
new slaughterhouse was erected
during the past spring and is found to be a great convenience, as by means of it
the beef is allowed to properly cool before being hauled to the issue house for
Allotments.

;

A

cutting'.

The change from yearly to weekly delivery of beef cattle by the contractor has
resulted in great benefit. The quality of the beef furnished is now uniformly
good in winter as well as in summer, and there is no chance for loss by shrinkage from exposure and starvation, as under the old system.
Very

respectfully,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

CHAS. A. BARTHOLOMEW,
United States Indian Agent.
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BEPOBTS OF AGENTS IN IDAHO.
REPORT OF FORT HALL AGENCY.
FORT HALL INDIAN AGENCY,
Ross Fork, Idaho, Aug. 24, 1892.
In compliance with instructions I have the honor to submit this, my third
annual report
A revision of the census just completed shows the number of deaths
Census.
the presduring- the last fiscal year to have exceeded the births by 28, leavingent population of the reservation as follows

SIR

:

:

:

Bannacks
Male
Female
:

'

:

218
224

442

Shoshones
Male-Female.
:

-.

-

453
425
878

Total

--- 1,320

Included in the above there is 160 children of school age who should attend
the Fort Hall Indian Industrial Training School, about only one-half of which
can be induced by persuasion to do so. United States troops would be required
to place and hold the- remainder there.
Unfortunately for the school, the death rate of the children who have heretofore attended school has been far in excess of those who have been permitted to
This is certainly not the fault of the sanitary
live in tents with their parents.
condition of the school, but it is a great drawback in filling the school, as some
of the most progressive Indians on the reservation not only hesitate to send their
own children, but will not try to induce others to take advantage of the benefits
provided for them. These Indians are so badly blinded by superstition that it is
impossible to reason with them. There was a squaw came to the office yesterdav, formerly agency interpreter, and one of the most intelligent squaws we
have, who informed me that the cause of the deaths of so many school children
was because they burned the children's hair after cutting it. She wanted me to
promise her that neither the hair nor old clothing belonging to the children
should be burned.
The school is excellently equipped and amply capacious for the care of all
children of school age on the reservation. For further particulars see report of
bonded superintendent.
The only material advancement made in this line during the year
Agriculture.
has been at the Blackfoot River settlement, at which point the Department
purchased 500 miner's inches of water for irrigating purposes, at an expense of
1,500, and also had 100 acres of new land broken and put into wheat, oats, tame
grasses, etc., all of which promises a good yield.
This land was allotted to ten industrious Indians, who were unable to procure
land covered by water elsewhere, and having been helped and encouraged by an
additional farmer, constantly on the ground, have made fair progress in clearing, and in some instances plowing and seeding, additional land, fencing, etc.
Fencing there has been only temporary, as the land is unsurveyed at that
place. However, the work of surveying all the tillable land on the reservation
is now in progress and will be completed during the next few months, after
which all fences will conform to subdivisions.
The greatest improvement made here on the part of the Government during
the last fiscal year was in furnishing two more additional farmers, with suitable
buildings at the Indian settlements for their use and occupancy.
The promised canal for supplying water for irrigating all farming land lying
between Blackfoot River and the town of Pocatello some 60,000 acres has not
been constructed, notwithstanding a right of way was granted the Idaho Canal
Company over a year ago. No work is being done, and I see no immediate prospect of its completion. Until this water is supplied, or water procured from
some other source, there can be but little progress made in allotting land or
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farming, as all the present available water is now appropriated. Allotments of
land in several ty can not be made, or reasonably insisted upon, until such time
as each family can be provided with land enough covered by water to make
them a comfortable home.
Indian police. The police force, which consists of one captain and fourteen privates, is fairly efficient and reliable, with the exception that they can not be induced to use force in putting children in school, and are loth to inform on or arrest
an Indian "medicine man."
Crime. No crime of a more serious nature than stealing w.omen and horses
has been perpetrated during the year, one Indian having served a nine months'
sentence and another now awaiting trial for the last-named offense.
There has been less trouble from whisky drinking this year than last, owing
to the severe punishment given to both the white man who sold the liquor as
well as the Indian drinking it.
The court of Indian offenses still maintains its dignity, inquiring carefully into
and investigating fully every case brought before it and rendering its decisions
impartially. I seldom have occasion to censure the court or overrule its decrees.
About one-half the cases tried are for promiscuous cohabitation, an evil which it
seems impossible to break up.
Missionary work. The Connecticut Indian Association now have the most commodious and best building at the agency. Miss Frost, the missionary in charge,
has had several years 'experience with these Indians, and is universally liked and
respected by both the Indians and whites. She has worked faithfully in the
discharge of her duties, not only to Christianize the Indians, but to assist and
comfort the sick and needy, besides giving a home, including clothing and education, to several little Indian girls. But we must all admit that Christianizing
Indians is a question of time. Old superstitions are not easily rooted out, and
it is the coming generation to which we must look for the result of their self-

denying labors.

The association employ a practical farmer, who thoroughly understands
gardening and fruit raising, and who is ever read} to teach the Indians in that
line of husbandry. It is the intention of the association to use a portion of their
7

land for the cultivation of all the different varieties of fruit trees suitable to
this climate, which they propose to issue to the Indians.
Employes. The employes are faithful, temperate, and trustworthy, doing their
allotted work cheerfully and thoroughly.
Hay. For several years the Warbonnet Cattle Company have purchased the
Indians' hay to feed their stock in consideration of which they have had the
privilege of winter pasturage. This company has moved their stock to Montana, and I have been unable as yet to find a purchaser for the present crop. As
the Indians have been receiving from $8,000 to $12,000 annually from this source,
a failure to find a buyer will entail a great loss to them, some of whom I fear
will suffer for the necessaries of life before spring.
I understand these Indians now have to their credit some $200,000.
Conclusion.
I would recommend that one-half that amount, or more if necessary, be expended
This water, I think, should not be purin providing water for irrigation.
chased from year to year as is now the case, but the Government should own
and control its own canals and water. This could be done either by purchase
or construction, whichever way proved to be the cheaper.
The bulk of the remaining funds could be profitably invested in horned stock,
not to be divided pro rata at present, but held and looked after in common by
the Government until such time as the Indians would be prepared to receive
and properly care for the same.
;

Very

respectfully,
S. G. FISHER,
United States Indian Aycnt.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT FORT HALL AGENCY.
FORT HALL, IDAHO, August 20,

1892.

SIR: In compliance with instructions it is my pleasure to submit the following as the sanitary report for the fiscal year ending June 3i), 1892:
Cases treated during the year: males, 722: females, 351. The number of deaths reported to the
physician was 15; but there were many not reported to the physician. Some were reported to the
agent and some not reported at all and an accurate record oi' births is impossible, as the Indiana
are scattered and somewhat superstitious upon giving information of that character.
;
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The general sanitary condition of these Indians is very fair, when we take into consideration
the fact that so many are victims of syphilis, scrofula, and consumption, and where so much
immorality and lewdness exist as among these Indians there must of necessity be a great deal
of venereal disease. This, with its concomitant sequels, which prevail among them, due to their
utter disregard of all sanitary laws and their use oftentimes of improper and imperfectly prepared food,;can not fail to produce sequels and debilitated constitutions. A poison so potent, so
subtle as syphilis is well calculated to make inroads upon the constitution. Especially is this
true among the Indians, as their filthy habits and superstitious ideas of remedial agents and
the utter imposibility of inducing many of them to undergo constitutional treatment, as well
as their lax ideas of the marriage relation, all tends to keep the disease continually on the
The prevailing diseases are rheumatism, conjunctivitis, eczema, scabies, and some pneumonia and pleurisy, but there being no hospital, practice in their camps is very difficult and of
uncerta in effect. The medicine can not be wisely administered and the diet is unsuitable, and
with utter lack of care and judgment on the part of the attendants makes it very unsatisfactory; and until there are suitable provisions made for the care ol the sick the mortality will be
much higher than it would otherwise be.
The native medicine men here have quite a following, but I can correctly state the number
who call on the agency physician is fast increasing. When I first came it was a very rare
thing to induce an Indian to take internal treatment, but it is quite common now for them to
Calls to their camps to see their sick at first were
request something to take internally.
very rare, but now quite common, which calls I respond to promptly, notwithstanding it is
treat them in their camps for reasons above stated.
to
to
uncertain
and
try
very discouraging
Quite a number of school children have died during the last year from various diseases,

but principally consumption. I am not able to state whether it is simply a coincident or
change of living that tends to promote the results but the practice of enervating sweats, the
cages for which you can see scattered all over the reservation, and of immediately jumping
into cold water undoubtedly leads to pneumonia, especially where there is any predisposition
to it. This is the recognized procedure, no matter what the ailment may be, that the native
medicine men apply, and I know no way to convince them of the fatal results in many cases
by this treatment.
Yours, very respectfully,
M. A. MILLER,
Agency Physician.
S. G. FISHER, Agent.
;
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NEZ PERC

AGENCY, IDAHO,

August 31, 1892.
In compliance with instructions contained in your circular letter of June
23, 1892, I have the honor to submit my third annual report of this agency for
the year ending June 30, 1892.
Owing to the many years of successive failure in raising crops the
Agriculture.
Indians have become heartily discouraged, and the progress or rdvancement
made by them in this industry has been very slow. Nothing more could be expected of them when from year to year they have been compelled to contend
with the many failures in raising their crops. This year is included with the
preceding years of failure.
The hay yield this year would not average more than a half ton to the acre,
and the yield of wheat and oats averaged not more than 7 or 8 bushels to the
acre. This small amount of hay, wheat, and oats raised they were compelled
to feed to their stock during the cold -and severe months of last winter. They
were compelled to buy the seed oats, and wheat which they planted this spring.
From a tract of land of about 10 acres, which I sowed to hay for the purposes of
subsistence for the agency horses, I was able to cut the insignificant amount of
about 1 ton. These successive years of failure in raising crops is due to the hot
scorching winds with which this section of the country is invariably visited

SIR

:

1

each summer.

While the Indians have made no great showing in the way of advancement
or progress in this great industry, nevertheless it can be noticed, in some instances, that many steps forward have been taken by them. Consideration must
be given the fact that they do not till or farm any large tract of land, but confine themselves mostly to the valleys and low lands, where only small tracts can
be found that are tillable. When they have each received their allotment, and
have placed such improvements as will enable them to live upon and cultivate
the same, then, and not till then, will rapid and progressive strides be made by
them in this industry, their chief revenue of support.
Court of Indian offenses. This court convenes once a week,* and is presided over
by three judges (Indian), who are chosen among the members of the tribe.
The court has not had during this year any serious offenses to deal with, and
only such have arisen as the judges of the court could equitably dispense with
without my aid. The offenses or misdemeanors brought before this court during the past year are thirty-five in number, and are classified as follows Thirty
:
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cases of gambling and drinking, one of child stealing, two of adultery, and two of
fighting.
The offenses principally committed, it seems, are gambling and drinking.
These offenses have been committed principally by yftung men, who in part
constitute the renegade element of the tribe. They, in order to carry on these
wrongdoings, seek out some secluded spot or retreat and there indulge in same.
The judges of court, however, are ever vigilant and on the alert, and have been
successful in entrapping and bringing these wrongdoers to justice, through the
valuable aid rendered them in this respect by the Indian police.
Crimes.
Only in one instance has a crime been perpetrated by a member of
this tribe of such a nature as to be brought before the civil courts. That instance was in the case of a young man who was taken before the civil courts upon
a charge of larceny, to which he pleaded guilty, and received a sentence of nine
months in the county jail of Ada County, Idaho. Other crimes, however, have
been committed, and of such a nature as to render the Indians who have been
connected with the perpetration of the same nonpunishable (that is, as far as the
civil courts are concerned), but who in a measure are greatly to blame for the

same.

Of this class of crimes whisky-selling by white men is the most serious. I was
able during the past year to convict two white men of this crime, each of whom
received a thirteen months' sentence in the penitentiary. There are two other
cases of this crime; one of the offenders is now under bonds to appear before the
United States grand jury at Boise City, Idaho. The other case has long stood
under suspicion, while convicting evidence has been slowly accumulating
against him, and as soon as sufficient he will also receive his deserts.
Schools.
Two Government schools have been in operation upon this reservation during the past year. The Fort Lapwai industrial school, under a bonded
superintendent, Mr. Edward McConville, is located about 4 miles south of this
agency, upon one of the most desirable spots within the bounds of this reservation.
Under the management of Superintendent McConville this school has
been made a decided success in every particular. As it has been my pleasure to
pay only an occasional visit to this school, I do not feel at liberty to even attempt to describe in detail the success and promotion of the school in all its
branches of industry, etc., as I would only do the subject an injustice. I therefore respectfully refer you to Superintendent McConville's report upon the affairs of his school.*
The Nez Perce Agency boarding school has been in operation and under my
charge for the two years last past, and in relation to it I can truthfully say that
its success has been unquestionable.
Its success has been due principally to the
efficiency of the employe force. The capacity of the school is 60 scholars, and it
is of primary grade.
The average attendance during the past ten months was 53
scholars. The sanitary condition of the school has been very good, and this also
has been a characteristic feature in aiding the success of the school. In the two
years that this school has been in operation only four deaths have occurred
three from natural causes and one from accidental drowning.
'

;

Mr. Robert Larimer, who has been superintendent of this agency boarding
school for the past ten months, has prepared a report upon the minor affairs of
the school, and the same I transmit herewith, and ask that it be published as
part of this report.
While Superintendent Larimer has ably set forth in his report the location
of the school, its buildings, and the efficiency of each employe connected with
the respective departments of the school, he has failed to bear upon one of the
most essential features that makes a school of this kind a success. This essential feature is harmony.
To state that harmony has not existed in this school
* *
is an easy matter, howsoever disagreeable it might be to do so.
Through late orders received from you this agency boarding school will be
made a department of the Fort Lapwai industrial school, in the near future.
This is now the middle of the fourth year that the work of allotting
Allotments.
lands in severaltj to the Indians of this trib3 has been going on. The whole
number of allotments made up to date is 1,900. The Indians have come forward
and taken their allotment cheerfully and without hesitancy, with but one excep*

tion.
Needs,

*

*

The Indians are in great need of a portable sawmill, to go from place
to place among them to saw the lumber that they, in a great many instances,
are now compelled to haul many miles in order to place the slightest improvement upon their allotted lands. There are two stationary sawmills on this res*For Superintendent McConville's report

see page

.
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ervation, one located at this agency and the other at Kamiah, a settlement of
the Indians some 65 miles distant from the agency. These mills lend but little
aid to those Indians who live upward of 40 miles from either place in putting
such improvements as dwelling houses, good barns, etc. upon th^ir lands. Until
a portable sawmill is furnished this reservation the Indians who live so far away
will be very slow in improving their land. As this portable sawmill will be of
great benefit and aid to these Indians, I respectfully urge and recommend the
,

furnishing of the same.

Improvements. Two new ferryboats have been built upon this reservation this
year. One of them, which is at this agency, was constructed by the Government, while the other, which is in the North Fork section of this reservation,
was constructed by the Indians living in that section, and the bulk of the expense
in building same was shouldered by them. For such a display of enterprise and
thrift the Indians of the North Fork are to be highly commended. These ferryboats have been a long-felt want, and as they are now constructed and in operation the Indians will be materially aided in bringing their produce to market.
The school building at this agency received a new coat of paint, was rekalsomined and plastered, and new banisters made and old ones repaired, also a
meat house constructed during the year, all of which has made things more
handy and comfortable in and about the school.
Ten thousand acres of fencing has been built by the Indians, most of
Fencing.
which has been built from the barb wire furnished them by the Government.
Those Indians who live near and have access to the timber have built their
fences mostly of rails and poles. The 90,000 pounds of barb wire issued to the Indians this spring was all issued and strung upon their fences within the short
space of time of two months. There are quite a number of the Indians who have
their posts all set in the ground, and are now waiting for the coming year's supply of barb wire to finish their fencing.
Made soldiers Fifteen Indians of this tribe, consisting .mostly of young men,
were mustered into the regular Army during the past year. They enlisted as
cavalrymen, and as they are all good horsemen it has proven a great help to
them in mastering the difficult tactics exacted in the cavalry service. The reports received about these Indian soldiers have been satisfactory and in some instances quite complimentary. The strong military discipline which they have
to undergo they have willingly acceded to, which is quite surprising, as they
have heretofore always lived a free and roving life. The older members of the
tribe did not take very kindly to making soldiers out of the younger members,
and some brought what influence they had to strongly bear against it. Several
other young men of the tribe would have enlisted if physical disability had not

prevented them from doing so.
Census.
The census recently completed shows the population of this tribe to be
1,828, of which there are
Males, 879, females, 949 number of children of school
:

;

age, 307

;

males, 158, females, 149.

Conclusion.
The harmony, good will, and peace that has existed between the
Indians and myself since assuming the duties of Indian agent, still remain unshaken, notwithstanding the fact that some Christian white people have done
everything in their power to create a breach in the same. These Indians have
reached such a standard in Christianity that they know right from wrong. They
are alive to the fact, and their verdict is that I have left nothing undone which
would materially aid or benefit them. Placed here as I am to use my own judgment in promoting the general welfare and advancement of the Indians, and as
it is their verdict that I have done
so, I do feel and can say that I have done my
duty and am satisfied.
The employe force at this* agency is efficient in every respect. The work devolving upon them has been done promptly, neatly, and always with a willing
spirit.
They have always been kind and courteous to one another.
While some parts of this report may show that there has been a breach in
harmony, heretofore existing, I must say in reporting thus, I have followed your
instructions "to make a clear and concise statement of the affairs of this Agency,
whether good or bad."
Thanking you for the many courtesies you have so kindly extended me,
I remain your obedient servant,
WARREN D. BOBBINS,
U. S. Indian Agent
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF NEZ PERCE AGENCY BOARDING SCHOOL.
AGENCY BOARDING SCHOOL,

Nez Perct Agency, Idaho, August 27,
SIR: I have the honor to
Location. The Nez Perce"

submit

1892.

my annual report,

as follows:
Agency boarding school property is situated on Lapwai Creek, near
its confluence with the Clearwater River, adjacent to and south of the agency.
At the time of
my taking charge, September 1, 1891, it consisted of about 8 acres of inclosed ground, a school
building, laundry, meat house, storehouse, ice house, root cellar, shop, chicken house, woodshed, barn, and other outhouses.
The Lapwai Creek traverses the eastern boundry of the school grounds and the ditch that
furnishes water powea- for the agency mill the west boundary. From the latter water is obtained for irrigating the school garden.
School Farm About 5 acres of the grounds are cultivated. The cultivated portion is situated
in rear of the buildings and is planted this year with alfalfa, oats, roots, and vegetables, such as
potatoes, onions, cabbages, corn, carrots, parsnips, beets, pumpkins, melons, cucumbers, etc.
The prospective yield is, of potatoes, 100 bushels; onions, 30 bushels; cabbage, 200 heads; corn,
10 bushels; carrots, l^tons; parsnips, one-half ton; beets, 2 tons; pumpkins, 100: melons, 50;
cucumbers, 5 bushels.
The uncultivated portion is situated in front of the buildings, and consists of an upper and
lower bottom. The lower bottom, which is provided with a natural growth of shade trees, is
assigned to the girls of the school for a playground. The upper bottom, an open space bordered with a row of locust trees of about twenty-one years growth, is assigned to the boys.
These grounds are cosy and inviting and furnish a pleasant retreat for the children during play
hours.
Buildings. The school building Is
by 36 feet, three stories high, with kitchen annex about
20 by 30 feet, one story high, with attic. The main entrance, hall and stairways are in the center of the building. On the first floor of the main building are the dining room and 1 schoolroom. On the second floor, one schoolroom, sewing room, and employes' quarters. In the
third story are the dormitories, both of equal dimensions, similar in arrangement, and separated from each other by the stairways one is occupied by the boys of the school, the other by
the girls. The attic over the kitchen is used as a storeroom.
The laundry is a substantial building about 32 by 16 feet and one story high. It is divided
into three compartments a wash room, ironing room, and bathroom. The storehouse, woodshed, shop, chicken house, ice house, root cellar, and other outhouses are built of rough material, but answer the purposes intended. The barn is in good condition, and furnishes room
for all the stock now on hand and for their feed. All of the buildings are frame.
Improvements. The improvements made during the year are: Repairs of the school building, laundry, and ice house, a hospital, meat house, conduit, and pasture. The repairs of the
school building consisted of mending the porches, floors, and plastering, painting the entire
outside, painting and varnishing the woodwork inside, calcimining and papering" the rooms
occupied by the employe's. Brick for the construction of two additional flues have been purchased and delivered. Also, a force pump was purchased and placed in position for extinguishing fires and for other purposes. It is supplied with 150 feet of hose. The laundry was painted
on the outside. The ice house was relined, floored, and filled with ice. The hospital is a reconstruction of an old building formerly used as a laundry. It contains five small rooms, ceiled
throughout. The old meat house was removed and a new one built in its stead.
The conduit is a water way connecting the mill ditch with the Lapwai Creek. It was constructed by the industrial teacher for the purpose of carrying the slops away from the kitchen
and laundry and for irrigating a part of the garden. This is a convenient and healthful im;

provement.
The pasture comprises about 300 acres of hill land, fenced with posts and three wires, with a
board at top on the line next the public road. The pasturage furnished is more than sufficient
for the stock now on hand. The school stock consists of ten milch cows and eight calves. The
calves are all lesc than six months old. The entire property is estimated to be worth $30,000.
Enrollment. Thirty-six pupils were enrolled during the month of September, but the school
did not reach its full capacity until December. The highest number enrolled during the year
was 63. There were four deaths during the year, three from la grippe and one by drowning.
The school was organized into two grades; each grade into three classes. The usual day and
evening sessions were held, and outdoor drill a part of the time also a Sunday service or Sabbath school, and when the weather permitted the children attended the Indian church. From
the beginning to the end of the school the pupils made rapid progress in their studies and a
marked improvement in general deportment. The discipline was of the best. The teachers of
the respective grades worked industriously for the advancement of their pupils, and were
highly praised by all visitors for their work. The distinguished visitors during the year were
Special Agents Parker, Miller, and Leonard, Supervisor Leeke, Superintendent McConville,
and the chief of the Crows.
The teacher of the primary grade, Mrs. Cooper, has a special aptitude for primary work. She
is firm, kind and patient, and has a special faculty of imparting knowledge to young pupils.
The teacher of the second grade, Miss Goodin, has been in the Indian service about eight years,
and the department is, no doubt, already familiar with her methods of teaching. The em-ploy 6s in the other departments of the school did faithful service.
Under the supervision of the matron, the children, their clothing, the building throughout,
and its furnishings were kept clean, healthful, and neat.
The outdoor exercises were conducted with tact and skill by the industrial teacher. He is
commended for kindness and patience in the management of the boys of the school. The cook
was invariably prompt and regular in the preparation of meals, and kept the table?? plentifully
supplied with wholesome food. The kitchen and furnishings were always kept clean and neat.
The seamstress manufactured during the year 85 aprons, 96 dresses, 9 skirts, 173 towels, 50 collars, 56 garters, 84 suits underwear,[60 waists, a number of sheets and pillow cases, besides doing a vast amount of mending, always made necessary where there aro so many small children.
The laundress performed her duties promptly and efficiently. She had more than an ordinary amount of work to do in her department on account of the children being young and requiring more freauent changes of clothing than older ones. Being a good nurse, she also frequently assisted in taking care of the sick. The Indian assistants deserve some commendation
for their services. The assistant matron is an unusually active, industrious girl, and did a
large share of the work in her department. She was always prompt, and very proficient in
the management of children placed under her charge. The two other assistants alternating
;
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between the kitchen and laundry did faithful and efficient work in either department. All of
them are commended for steadiness and good behavior.
By order of the Indian Office this school is transferred to and henceforth made a department
of the Lapwai training school. As the present force o employe's at that school is sufficient to
carry without strain the added burden, those belonging to this school are rendered supernumerary, and excepting those transferred to other schools, will be relieved from service, not
because of incompeteucy or misconduct on their part, but because the department has no
further need of their services. As superintendent of the school I surrender my charge with
the best grace possible, and with a consciousness of having performed my duty to the best of
my ability and as well as my inexperience would allow.
I thank you for a continuance in service and hope to merit the confidence so placed.
Very respectfully,

ROBERT LARIMER,

Superintendent and Principal, Teacher.

The COMMISSIONER or INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF LEMHI AGENCY.
LEMHI AGENCY, IDAHO, August

10, 1892.

SIR: In compliance with circular letter of June 23, 1892, 1 have the honor to
herewith submit my first annual report, with accompanying statistics, of the
condition of the Indians and affairs at this agency.
I entered upon my official duties April 1, 1892, and therefore, having been in
office but a short period, am not prepared to render so elaborate a report as I
should desire.
Census.
According to the census taken in June, 1892, the total population of
Indians upon this reservation is 513.

Males".-..
Females
Males over 18 years of age
Females over 14 years of age
Children b}tween ages- of 6 and 16
School children between ages of 6 and 18

234,
*

279
162
180
72
80

Of this number (school children) at least 30 are unfittsd for school, as

some are afflicted with hereditary diseases. Many of the girls between the ages
and the young men when arriving at the
of 14 and 18 are wives and mothers
age of 17 enter matrimony, or at least begin to think of it.
The number of Indians engaged in farming is 49, which is no inAgriculture.
crease from that reported last year. Some new ones have been induced to en*
gage in farming, but an equal number have abandoned agricultural pursuits.
The statistics accompanying this report show the number of acres upon reservation tillable as 3,000. This is an approximate estimate, and there is certainly
that amount which can be tilled, but the expense of bringing water upon at least
one-third of it would be so enormous that the cultivation of it is impracticable.
I find these Indians much averse to farming, or any other pursuit
involving
;

labor.

Indians sold during the year some 80,000 pounds of oats at the average price
cents per cwt. I think that agents should be authorized to purchase grain
needed for feed of Government stock from Indians instead of purchasing it by
contract, and in many instances paying a great deal more than it could be bought
for from Indians.
All other produce raised by Indians was used for their own
subsistence and that of their stock. They own some 2,800 head of ponies, to
which all the hay raised by them is fed.
The agency farmer's efforts are uniting in endeavoring to prevail upon Indians to adopt agricultural pursuits, and I hope, with his able assistance, to be
prepared to report (if I am in the position so to do) a year hence a much larger
acreage of land under cultivation.
Court of Indian offenses.
There never has been such a court established at this
agency. The Indians do not seem to favor it. They say that they very seldom
have any disputes or troubles, and that in trivial matters they are willing to
abide by the agent's decision, while in matters of greater moment they will take
their chances in the white man's court.
Education.
There is but one school at this agency, a Government boarding
school, managed by the following employes: Superintendent and principal teacher,
matron and seamstress, cook and laundress, industrial teacher, and 2 female
India i assistants. I requested, and have been granted for the current fiscal
year, a female white assistant in the place of 1 Indian assistant, as the present
force, with the increased attendance, is entirely insufficient to properly fulfill
the arduous duties required of them.
of 85
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The school, on account of discord among- employes, was maintained but seven
and one-half months of the year, the average attendance during- this time being
The attendance was increased during the last month of the year to 30
18i.
which is almost all the dormitories will healthfully accommodate. In fact, according to the agency physician's last quarterly report, the air space in the girls'
dormitory is not sufficient for the number at present occupying it. Consequently
I would respectfully recommend that an addition be built to the building now
occupied as girls' dormitory and superintendent's residence.
The school farm consists of 20 acres, in timothy and clover, which was seeded
down one year ago; consequently no hay was cut during the year just closed.
We shall cut during the coming year about 25 tons, which will be an ample supply for the subsistence of the school cattle through the winter. The remainder
of the farm, 3 acres, is used as a garden, upon which were raised 150 bushels of
potatoes, 50 bushels of turnips, and an abundance of other vegetables, such as
beets, cabbage, lettuce, radishes, and onions.
The school herd of cattle consisted of 30 head, 9 of which were cows, 16 steers,
and 5 heifers. With the authority of the Indian Office I sold the entire herd
on the 20thof June at auction, realizing therefor $450, which sum is to Le used in
purchasing for the school 8 well-bred milch cows.
For further particulars concerning the school you are respectfully referred to
;

the report of the school superintsndent.
Missionary work. The Lemhi Indian Reservation seems to be sally neglected
in this respect.
circuit minister holds services in the agency school building
once a month. His congregation consists of employes and school children, the
Indians rarely attending.
Industries.
In addition to agricultural pursuits, a number of Indians have been
employed in cutting and hauling wood," of which 100 cords were furnished by
them at this agency also in furnishing Government supplies from Red Rock,
Mont., to the agency, a distance of 75 miles. They transported during the year
34,238 pounds, for which they were paid $342.38.
The attention of some 30 Indians is almost entirely occupied in herding and
properly caring for their ponies, while a few of the more independent Indians
make a good living at such work as herding, tending stock, and farming for

A

;

neighboring citizens.
Allotments.
There have been no allotments made here, but the Indian farmers
have each taken their land separately and fenced it. In some, instances two or
more enter partnership and cultivate one piece of land together. I do not
think that the allotting of land upon this reservation will be practicable until
more Indians have been induced to adopt agricultural pursuits. Moreover the
land fit for cultivation is very limited in extent, and much of it poor in quality.
This reservation is strictly a grazing country, eleven-twelfths of it
Pasturage.
consisting of mountains, foothills, and rolling country, upon which the feed in
favorable years grows in abundance. The horses owned by Indians do not appear to make an impression upon the grass in the mountains during the summer
season. I believe that if cattle were issued to these Indians they would be
assisted to the desired state of self-support more quickly and at less expense
than by any other means.
Acting upon instructions received from the Indian Office in the month Of May,
I caused to be removed all trespassing stock found upon the reservation.
To
keep such cattle outside of the boundaries would require a great deal more
assistance than we can possibly obtain. Ten herders, with twice that number
of saddle horses, might, by constantly patrolling the range, keep this reservation
free of trespassing cattle. It will be easy to realize this when it is taken into
consideration that the boundary is some 60 miles in length and accessible at all
points. The stockmen in this neighborhood own small herds, with which they
can not afford to keep a herder consequently their cattle graze upon the range at
their pleasure and recognize no reservation boundary monuments.
The accompanying statistics show 585 rods of fence erected during
Fencing.
the year the greater part of tnis was built to replace worthless, worn-out
;

;

fencing.

The building occupied as dining room, kitchen, and boys' dormiBuildings.
tory was originally several log cabins with dirt roof and now placed together as
one building. It is in the best repair possible for a structure of that description,
but yet hardly fit for occupation. If it is the intention of the Department to
maintain school at this agency for any length of time, it will be necessary to
have this building replaced by a new one.
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One fi ame building was erected during the year, viz, laundry and bathroom,
which has proved a great convenience to school employes.
Indian police. The Indian police force consists of a captain and five privates. I
can not but report unfavorably upon the efficiency and general deport ment of
the Indian police at this agency. Since my advent they have been more of an
aggravation than an a^; sistance to me. I have been obliged to make frequent

changes in members of the force but withal I do not believe that its efficiency
has been materially advanced.
The police have never been required to serve at the agency on duty. The
special agent who was in charge when I arrived here compelled one policeman
to be on duty at all times. I determined to keep this order enforced, though
the police did not look upon it favorably. After complying with orders for
about three weeks the entire force, with one exception, waited upon me and demanded that they should not be required to* remain at the agency during the
night, threatening to resign if so required. As I had provided comfortable
quarters for them and they bad no reasonable excuse for .refusing to obey this
order, I accepted their resignations. In the course of a week I procuied a new
force but I am sorry to be obliged to report that they have not proved any
more efficient than the former members. Though, as they were selected from
the most advanced and intelligent Indians, I can not adopt any other course than
to retain them and endeavor to convince them of what their duties consist.
Crimes.
Five Indians have been punished by confinement in the agency j'ail
for petty crimes one for rape, one for fighting, and three for drunkenness and
;

;

fighting.
Unlawful sale of liquor. This unlawful traffic is carried on to a more or less extent at the small towns in this vicinity. It is almost impossible to convict the
guilty parties, as the Indians who obtain liquor can not be induced to testify

against them.

am

sorry to say that the advancement towards civilization
is small, but in my opinion it must necessarily ba so as
long as tribal relations are preserved.
The health of the Indians upon this reservation has been generally
Sanitary.
number are
good, there having been no contagious diseases among them.
afflicted with syphilis and other inherited diseases, which slowly but surely kill
their victims. One of the greatest difficulties is to break down the Indians' faith
in the medicine men, and to establish their confidence in the agency physician.
He labors under disadvantages. When he has a patient under treatment, and
leaves medicine to be administered to the sick one, in many instances it is destroyed, and upon his next visit the physician knows not whether it has been
administered or not. However, I think the agency physician is gradually gaining the confidence of the Indians and supplanting the medicine men.
This would show a
I found recorded 16 deaths and 13 births during the year.
decrease of 3 in the population from that of last year whereas census taken in
This discrepancy is,accounted for by the fact that
June shows an increase of 21
a number of well-known Indians had been heretofore overlooked and never been
placed upon the census roll.
Polygamy. There are twelve Indians now living in polygamy. They are all
old men who have deen living in that state for years. The young men do not
attempt to take more than one wife. I believe it best not to interfere with these
old polygamous Indians, as it would cause a great deal of confusion were I to undertake to break up these families and leave but one wife to each Indian.
Employes. The force of agency employes consisted during the year just closed
of a physician, clerk, additional farmer, blacksmith, and a carpenter. The blacksmith and carpenter have been combined in one, for the coming year, at a slightly
increased salary. All of these employes have been faithful and efficient, and are
ever willing to perform any service whatever demanded of them.
Conclusion.
In conclusion I wish to thank the Indian Office for the courteous
treatment which I have invariably received at its hands.
Your obedient servant,
Advancement.

I

made during the year

A

;

.

GEO. H. MONK,
U. S. Indian Agent.
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IN IDAHO.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF LEMHI BOARDING SCHOOL.
LEMHI AGENCY, IDAHO, August

31, 1802.

SIR: In compliance with instructions for Indian schools, I respectfully submit the following
report
As the history of this school has been given, and you have had reports of Inspector Gardner
and Special Agent Leonard during the past year, my report will be chiefly confined to the last
two quarters.
You are aware of the circumstances under which I took chai'ge. The condition of affairs was
aoout what might be expected when we know there was no superintendent or matron for some
time before the children were sent home. We took things as we found them, and went to work
cleaning, renovating, and painting, to make the rooms habitilble. Most of the bedding we found
in the dormitories was entirely unfit for future use, but with the new supply and what we gathered from agency employes we were able to get things quite comfortable and respectable for
opening school by February 5.
We soon had nearly all the old scholars back, but having no agent here at the time we could
not prevail on the Indians to give us aojr new ones. When Special Agent Leonard arrived they
knew he was "Power," and with his eloquence and firmness he soon induced them to bring in
14 new scholars, which made 29 to begin the last quarter with. There was one more brought in,
making 11 boys and 19 girls a very bright, interesting school. We are very much in hopes to
have the number of boys increased, as we can accommodate more boys than girls.
These Indians differ from some other tribes they will educate their girls in preference to their
boys. An addition to the girls' department is very much needed, as they are badly crowded; 40
children could then be accommodated. The boys' department, dining room and kitchen are by
no means what they should be.
The health has been very good except those who needed medical treatment when entering
school, and one girl who is going with consumption. I have classified the school according to
can work up to it nicely, if the same scholars are returned. A class
the course of study, and
"
mtered school last quarter is now ready to take up the second year's work.
which entered
den of about 2 acres has been well cultivated and promises an abundance of all kinds
A gardt
jtables raised in this altitude, such as potatoes, rutabagas, carrots, beets, onions, cabof vegetables
bage, etc. We have had a quantity of lettuce, peas, and radishes, which the children enjoy very
much. It is said to be the best garden in this part of the valley. From a meadow of 20 acres,
seeded last year, we cut about 20 tons of hay, and will be able to cut much more another year.
Stock. You are aware the school herd was sold in June. If the steers and dry cows could
have been turned into beef at the price paid by the Government the school might have realized
much more, as the 13 steers and 2 dry cows (aver age -weight, 1,800) would have brought about
the same as the entire herd, thus leaving us 7 cows with calves and 8 head of young stock. If
the school is expected to do anything toward self-support it must be done by stock-raising. I
am positive expenses might be greatly reduced if rightly managed in this way.
At the time the herd was sold we were getting plenty of milk for the school and making all
the butter needed, and had expected to pack considerable through vacation. The purchase of
the new herd is not yet completed. I trust we may be successful in securing good cows.
Industries. The boys have rendered good service in cultivating the garden and caring for the
stock, but had no industrial teacher till May 1.
The girls have been instructed in all kinds of household work, making rugs, sewing, etc., and
have helped to cut and make over two hundred pieces in one quarter. The matron and cook
speak highly of their willingness and ability to learn and perform their various duties.
I never saw children more happy, contented, and willing to take up civilized customs. It
seems to me now is the time they should be pushed forward and parents made to feel there is
a compulsory law that, if need be, will be enforced; then I think there would be but little trouble
in keeping the school filled, and when school opened they would have their children here instead of away visiting or hunting.
When Indians think there is no power higher than their chief, and he very little interested
in civilization, it makes it hard for all concerned. In the past the reins may have been left a
molest the garden or chickenlittle loose, judging from their children; but they do not now
"
houses; no more strips torn from curtains for "hair ribbons; are quiet in the dormitory and
to
and
at
an
effort
make
details; in fact, are easily conthe
English,
at
tables;
speak
prompt
:

:

trolled.
Missions.

There are no missionaries among these Indians as in other places where we have
and the need here. We have Sunday school every
we make as interesting and profitable as we can with the help we have, and
which
Sunday,
with music, singing, catechisms, papers, etc.
Through the assistance of Miss Sparhawk and others, we have established a reading room and
have been well supplied with papers, periodicals, pictures, cards, etc., for which we are truly
been.

We now realize what good was done

thankful.

The vacation was varied this year, the children going home and (some of them) coming back
twice during the two months, thus giving us a "double dose," and I think all agree it has
to no advantage. I do not believe any change in the vacation will remedy the evil. It
has been simply a matter of indifference on the part of the Indians but with a reasonable degree of firmness I think this indifference may be overcome. They certainly have no reason to
complain, as their children have' been well supplied with provisions and clothing. With chickens and eggs the bill of fare would be quite complete.
We certainly have reason to feel encouraged, as our attendance the last quarter was perfectnot a runaway. We send them home once a month to spend the day with their parents, but all
return in the evening in time for supper. The employes have rendered good service and harmony has prevailed. In conclusion, let me say that the needs of this school are not so many as
they are important. I would respectfully suggest, if these Indians are to remain here, we have
new school buildings erected a short distance from the agency.
Thanking the agent and Indian office for all past favors,
I am yours, respectfully,

worked

;

J.
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H. WELCH.

Superintendent.
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KEPOETS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.
REPORT OP QUAPAW AGENCY.
QUAPAW AGENCY, IND. T., August 30, 1892.
SIR I have the honor to submit herewith my third annual report of affairs at
this agency for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
The names of the eight tribes embraced in this agency, the area of
Population.
each reservation, the number of each tribe, the number of school children, together with other data which I am required by law to submit, as ascertained by
a recent census, is embodied in the following table
:

:

Tribes.
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now done by white men; in fact, this agency now presents
the appearance of a white man's country. While the Indian population is 1.327, a reasonable estimate will place the white at 1,500. So far as the
Indians of this agency are conceined this system of renting has proved to be a
great bsnefit to them. Many of the Indians were too poor to cultivate and improve their claims or allotments. By and in consideration of erecting a house
and barn, fencing and breaking from 30 to 200 acr.es of raw land, and having
all that he can raise thereon for three or five years, at which time the white
renter leaves the Indian in possession of a farm that will yield him a support,
the Indian can now rent this farm and receive one-thiid of all the crops raised
thereon, or do what I am pleased to report many of them have done, take possession themselves and continue the improvements, until now they have farms
that are a credit to any country. I very heartily approve the leasing clause of
the act approved February 28. 1891 since any allottee of reasonable intelligence and with but little money can have his allotment prepared for agricultural
purposes, yet it requires both skill and capital to develop mineral lands; there*fore it is my judgment that more latitude should be allowed allottees for mining
than for agricultural purposes.
Law and order. Except the drinking and the introducing of liquor and its attendant evils, crime in this agency has been almost unknown during the present
year. Several of these whisky men have been punished, and three are now
under bonds, while others are sure to be soon brought to justice. The United
States courts have jurisdiction overall crimes committed in this agency, except
those of minor importance, and they are under the jurisdiction of this agent and
the court of Indian offenses. Life and property are just as secure here as in any
Contracts are made and debts are collected under the laws of the
of the States.
State of Arkansas.
Police and Indian court of offenses.
My police force consists of one captain and six
service. The
privates. They are men of good character and have done valuable
court consists of three progressive Indians who do not take one drop of intoxicants, and whose decisions are seldom if ever complained of, since they administer the law in justice but always in mercy to their fellow-men. The amount
of costs saved the tribes of this agency by the police and this court is certainly
very great. Each of the six police privates has a day of the week assigned to
him to be present at the agency, ready for any duty that may be assigned to
him. The court convenes at the agency every second Monday morning. To the
police and this court I am indebted for the absence of crime here.
Agency employes. I am pleased to report that there has been no want of harmony between myself and these employes or between them and the Indians. An
efficient and experienced force of employes is an absolute necessity to the successful work of an agent, both with the Department and in the advancement of
the Indians under his charge.
The agency residence is beautifully located in the edge of the
Ag<picy residence.
prairie on the Shawnee Reservation 4 miles west of Seneca, Newton County, Mo.
The Seneca, Shawnee, and Wyandotte boarding school is 4 miles southwest of
the agency, in the Wyandotte Reservation, and the Quapaw boarding school is
12 miles northwest of the agency, in the Quapaw Reservation. The Friends'
church house is 2 miles north of here in the Modoc country. The agent's^ residence, office, commissary, barn, and carpenter shop, the clerk's, physician's,
and carpenter's residences are also located here. These houses are in very good
condition and the location is healthy.
With the exception of chronic diseases, the health of the Indians
Sanitary.
under my charge has been very good during the past year. There have been
no epidemics among any of the tribes except la grippe, and the school children
have received motherly care and attention at the hands of the agency physician
and the matrons. The physician's report is herewith transmitted, to which I

most

of the farming- is

very

much

;

invite your attention.
Allotments, Quapaws. As before stated, all the tribes except the Quapaws have
taken their lands in several ty, and even the Quapaws have selected their claims
and are doing all they can to improve them. The effect is all for the better.
Each person now has a home which he can truly call his own. and in which I
am glad to say they nearly all take a deep interest. The allotment act is a long
leap in the line of progress. It is casting off tribal relations to become citizens
The Quapaws have a bill before Congress giving them
of the United States.
200 acres each, as has been given to their neighbors on the south and west of
them. There are now 217 Quapaws and they hold a fee simple title to a reservation of 56,685 acres, for which they have paid their money. What they ask
for is certainly reasonable and in all justice it should be granted to them.
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The missionary work at this agency is carried on by the Friends
Missionary work.
the Methodists, the Baptists, and the Catholics. The Methodist Episcopal, and
the Methodist Episcopal South each own a church edifice on the Wyandotte
Reservation. Rev. Mr. Browning- of the Methodist Episcopal Church has conducted two protracted meetings in which much good work was done, and has
"
proved himself to be a worker that needeth not to be reproved."
The Baptists are nowbuildinga nice church edifice in the town of Miami, and
the Catholics are contemplating building one on the Quapaw Reserve. The
Friends' worthy missionary to the Ottawas has submitted * report of the work
done during the year by the Friends' missions which I herewith submit:
OTTAWA MISSION,

IND. T.,
Eighth month 31, 1892.
of
ESTEEMED FRIEND: Relative to the work, etc., of the Religious Society Friends within the
limits of Quapaw Agency, allow me to submit the following statistical report:

Number of church edifices..
Number of church dwellings
Numberof church members (Indians, 268; whites,
Number of meetings holden on first day (Sunday)
Number of ministers
-.
Number of missionaries
Amount paid on church buildings, and repairs
Amount paid to missionaries for support
-

Hoping that the above
T. J.

will be satisfactory, I

----

136)

404
289

.-

-

am, thy

-

.-.
.'...

$1,405
2,300

friend, sincerely,

ROBERT K.

X^UIGGIN.

MOORE,

Esq.,
United States Indian Agent.

Modoc day school. This school is located 2 miles north of the agency in the Modoc
Reservation. Mr. B. N. O. Walker was the teacher, and it is but just to say
that he acquired for himself great credit for the able manner in which he conducted this school through the term. He received $48 per month for his servThe schoolhouse is in good condition, and the Modocs were well pleased
ices.

with their school.
Peoria day school.
This school is situated in the Peoria country, 8 miles northof the agency, and was well conducted by Mr. A. J. Peery, who is a Peoria

west

Notwithstanding the long, cold winter this school had an average InHi during the ten months. Mr. Peery received $48 per
month for his work. The patrons were well satisfied with the school. The
schoolhouse needs a new roof otherwise it is in good condition.
Miami day school. This school is located in the Miami country and is about 22
miles northwest of the agency. Owing to the distance at which their parents
live from this school, the Indian attendance was but an average of 6, but the
white attendance was large, and for which their parents, after the third quarter,
paid 50 cents per month. Mr. David Havens received $48 per month as teacher
of this school. He is a good teacher and gave universal satisfaction to his patrons and myself. Under the tutelage of Mr. Havens the pupils advanced rapidly,
and the patrons unanimously requested that he be retained for another year.
The new buildings referred to in my last annual report are
Seneca, etc., school.
now all completed, and there is accommodation for 130 pupils. The enrollment
during' the year was 130 and the average attendance was 110. Only one death,
that of a little boy, has occurred. The locating of the new buildings on the hill
above the old site not only makes the school more healthful, but also much
more imposing and attractive. A new farm has also been opened in connection
with the school. With the exception of a new barn to take the place of the one
destroyed by fire last October, and which I hope to erect during the present
year, I believe that this is one of the largest and best reservation boarding
schools in the service. This school is in excellent condition, and I ask for it
your assistance and continued support.
Quapaw boarding school. This school is in good condition and is doing a grand
work. The attendance has been greater than ever before in the history of this
school. The enrollment was 183 and the average attendance was 1141
The
superintendent and the employes, as a rule, realize that it is to their honor to
push this school to the front, and it is truly gratifying to me that I can report
that they are doing so. The moral tone of the pupils has been raised, and the
material progress has been excellent. One death, that of a little boy, has occurred at this school. The new buildings referred to in my last annual report
are now completed also a dormitory, for the erection of which the Quapaw
tribe donated $1,000. Other improvements have also been made. There is now
accommodation for 90 pupils at this school.
Close.
In conclusion, I would say that the past year has been one of hard work,
and the progress has been of a gratifying nature. New buildings have been
Indian.

dian attendance of

;

.

;
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erected and the schools are on a solid basis. Inclosed you will find statistics
relative to the schools and the agency. All of which is most respectfully submitted, and thanking you for the generous and prompt attention you have given
my recommendations during the past year,
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
T. J. MOORE,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT QUAPAW AGENCY.
SIR: The following
the past year.

is

what

I

QUAPAW AGENCY, August 29, 1892.
have to say concerning the sanitary status of this agency for

There have been about twenty-five births and nearly the same number of deaths. It is often
get accurate reports from remote parts of the agency.
Decrease of Modocs. The -Modocs of this agency are gradually decreasing. Many of them are
discouraged, dissatisfied, and are constantly begging to be allowed to return to their native
land, thinking that by the change they might regain their health.
The recent steps taken by the Department in suspending the day school of this tribe, will, in
my opinion, result in much good to those of school age. I believe when these children are
placed in the boarding schools, the benefit will be rapid, decided, but hardly permanent. If the
Modoc children had been placed in the boarding schools as fast as they reached school age since
they came here in 1873, very many who now fill premature graves would have been living. As
The time is not far
it is hardly one is free from scrofula or some form of pulmonary trouble.
distant when the Modocs will be extinct, so far as this agency is concerned, and it is useless to
try to prevent it. A strict regard for cleanliness will prolong and comfort their lives, but will
never eradicate the diseases.
Boarding schools. The health of the boarding schools has been very good considering the poor
hospital accommodations. A small hospital erected at each school would cost but little and be
of great advantage to the sick. These are especially needed during epidemics and at the beginning of the schools, when the children come in from their long summer vacation contaminated with lice, itch, and other skin diseases that require isolation for their speedy cure.
JOHN S. LiNDLEY,
Agency Physician.
difficult to

T.

J.

MOORE,
United States Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF QUAPAW BOARDING SCHOOL.
QUAPAW BOARDING SCHOOL,

June so,

1892.

SIR: In compliance with instructions, from your office, I hereby submit the following report
of Quapaw boarding school for the fiscal year 1892.
I found everything in good condition,
I took charge of the institution on February 16, 1892.
the discipline excellent, the scholars making good advancement educationally, the enrollment
I find from the record that the average attendance for the first
95, and the attendance about 82.
quarter was 127, for the second quarter 149, and for the third quarter 88. During the first, second, and third quarters the enrollment was made by my predecessor, Prof. Hall, and the attendance was based upon it. The enrollment for the fourth quarter was tmder my own supervision
and reached 104, with an average attendance of 93 and a fraction.
The new buildings referred to in Prof. Hall's report of 1891 as being under contract have all
been completed. We now have an excellent system of waterworks, good, comfortable quarters
for the girls, and a large, commodious barn under last year's contracts. Since I have taken
charge, and during the last fiscal year, a very neat hennery and good comfortable quarters for
the small boys have been erected. The school would be in good condition for buildings were
we permitted to erect a very much needed four-room school building, with a dormitory above
for the big boys, and a milk and vegetable cellar, with a building above for a commissary and
ice-house combined, estimates of which will be submitted and we hope the buildings authorized.
The boys have been taught to perform all the duties pertaining to general husbandry, and the
girls all those pertaining to housekeeping. They have at all times performed those duties in a
very satisfactory manner and with great credit to themselves.
We have an excellent garden, and hope to have vegetables sufficient for our needs, although
the extremely wet weather of early spring injured it greatly. Our small fruit is in excellent condition. Our strawberries were especially fine, and for about three weeks the children's table
was abundantly supplied. We have planted this season 150 acres of corn and 20 acres of millet.
The wet weather of early spring and the extreme drought of summer have injured the crop very
much, but we will harvest plenty to supply our school.
All holidays were appropriately observed. The health of the school has been excellent, one
death only occurring during Prof. Hall's term and none during my own. We have held chapel
exercises each night, and continued Sunday school work upon every Sabbath, and believe some
germs of truth have been sown which will in their own time bear fruit.
My employe's have been faithful and efficient. We have had three resignations during the
year, and in each case the place has been filled by the best appointee obtainable.
Agent Moore and Supervisor Richardson have each at all times given the school gi'eat help
and encouragement by frequent and timely visits, valuable suggestions, and loyal support.

247

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.
me great pleasure

It gives

SC

to

acknowledge their courtesies and kindness both to myself and the

>

In conclusion I would say, the school is in excellent condition, is doing good work. We have
carefully regraded our school, prepared a new course of study, and look forward with renewed
hope and increased enthusiasm toward the new year fast approaching.

^

Very respectfully,
Hon. T.

J.

MOORE,

U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OF SENECA, SHAWNEE, AND WYANDOTTE
BOARDING SCHOOL.
QUAPAW AGENCY, IND. T., August 29, 1892.
SIR: In compliance with "Rules for Indian Schools," I respectfully submit the following
short report of the Seneca, etc., boarding school for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892:
Attendance. Despite the impediments of changes in superintendents and matrons, and other
drawbacks "the school has been prosperous. The average attendance for the year has been 110,
while the enrollment reached 155. The Indian police were used in some instances to compel
attendance, but only after all other efforts proved futile.
The industrial work embraced harness and shoe making, farming, care of stock, and general
choring for boys, while the girls were carefully taught cooking, baking, sewing, laundry work,
housekeeping, etc.
The educational progress has been very encouraging. A kindergarten department has been
added for the smaller pupils. The discipline and deportment of pupils has been uniformly
eood. The teachers have shown much tact and faithfulness in their work and deserve commendation for
Health.

results.

Health of school generally has been good. No epidemic this year. But one death ocof a- little boy with an apoplectic stroke. The agency physician has been prompt

curredthat

in giving attention to all sick children.
Nine new buildings were erected during the year, at a cost to the Government of about $15,000,
which now provide ample accommodation for at least 150 pupils. The new barn accidentally
caught fire last November, a few months after erected, and was totally destroyed, and with it
all of farming tools, together with wagons and one horse.
Thanking you for past courtesies,
I

am, very respectfully,

Ma}. T.

J.

H. HALL, Superintendent.

MOORE,

U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF UNION AGENCY.
UNION AGENCY,
Muskogee, Ind. T., September 26, 1892.
SIR I have the honor to submit this, my fourth annual report.
The jurisdiction of this agency extends over the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole Nations, comprising- an area of more than 30,000 square
miles, and having- a total population of about 200,000 souls, divided as follows
:

:

Cherokees by blood, intermarried whites, adopted freedmen,
Delawares, and Shawnees
Indians, adopted whites, and freedmen
Chickasaws
Choctaws
.
Creeks
Seminoles

26,256

:

6,800
14,397
15,000
3,000

Total citizen population
65,453
noncitizen population is composed of Government employes, licensed
traders, railroad employes, farm laborers, mechanics, miners, cattlemen, and
claimants to citizenship in the several tribes, numbering about 130,000. The
greater portion of the noncitizens have complied with the laws governing their
residence within the limits of the several nations and are a law-abiding and
desirable class to have among the Indians. They have invested their capital
and expended their energies to improve the opportunities afforded by broad and
productive fields awaiting cultivation, and mineral wealth yet undeveloped,
setting examples of thrift which many of the Indians have not failed to follow
..

The

and

profit by,

LAND.

The five nations comprising this agency own in the aggregate nearly 20,000,000
acres of land, over 65 per cent of which is susceptible of profitable cultivation. All of the best land and much of that less valuable is occupied and used
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as farms, pastures, or stock ranges, not over 10 per cent of which is devoted to
agricultural purposes at this time, although the acreage of the farms is increasing, and there is a growing sentiment in favor of a reduction in the size of the
large pastures now under fence in the several nations, but more particularly in
the Creek country. Cotton and corn have heretofore been the staple agricultural products of the Territory at large, while considerable wheat, oats, and
small grains have been raised in the Cherokee Nation but during the present
year there has been a marked increase in the acreage of small grain throughout
the other nations. Fruit-growing and truck -gardening is receiving increased
attention, as the congregating of people in towns affords a market for such
produce, and this is proving to~be a profitable business. The lands are rich and
productive and adapted to all kinds of grain, fruit, and vegetables the climate
is good and rainfall usually sufficient to reward labor with an abundant harvest.
mills and home
Facilities for marketing the various products are increasing
markets offer extra inducements and encouragement for improving the advantages offered by this naturally fertile and productive soil.
Improvements and farms in this country are made and the land cultivated
principally by white men noncitizens under permits and contracts with Indian
citizens (principally intermarried whites or negroes) securing to the noncitizen
the use of the land for a term of years in consideration of the improvements
;

;

;

made by him.

This term of use generally covers from three to twenty years,
often a fraitful source of controversies, and from these contracts innumerable complications arise. To this system of land-leasing may be traced much of
the trouble with intruders in the Chickasaw Nation, where it is principally followed. It is also practiced in the Cherokee Nation and to a lesser degree in
the other nations.
The Indian laws governing the occupancy of land vary among the different

and

is

Nations, some of them having no law other than the ipse dixit of the district
judge for the time being, whose rulings are largely influenced by his disposition or interest, as the case maybe. There is no system of recording settlements
"
upon land, and such attempts as have been made to enact laws defining a "claim
are insufficent to protect the settler and are not generally enforced, and much
confusion is the result. In the Creek Nation hundreds of thousands of acres
have been fenced and are controlled by a few men and used for cattle pastures.
An acreage tax is imposed by law upon these la"ge pastures, though seldom paid,
and in the Cherokee Nation the tax is levied upon the cattle; but in neither case
does the nation receive the just compensation that the laws contemplate.
The people are not blind to the disadvantages of the present system of land
tenure, and are casting about for a better. Their study and discussions will surely
bear fruit at an early day in legislation favoring an individualization of the
lands, as being more equitable, secure, and better calculated to encourage to the
fullest extent the development of one of the most fertile bodies of land upon
which the sun shim s.
This en tire country abounds in mineral wealth. Valuable coal mines have
been in operation in theChoi'taw Nation for twenty years past, and the coal mined
there is the best in quality of any west of Pennsylvania. Coal-mining is also
carried on in the Chickasaw Nation. The Cherokee Nation provides much of the
coal for home consumption, and the Creek Nation has mines which are expected
when developed to be a profitable source of revenue. More than a million tons
of coal are mined annually within the limits of this agency, all of which finds a
ready market at home and in the surrounding States.
-

GOVERNMENT.
As has been stated in former reports, each of the five nations comprising this
agency has its own government, with legislative, judicial, and executive departments. Under treaty provisions these several nations are guaranteed the right
of self-government and full jurisdiction over the person and property of the
members of the respective tribes, and in the government thereof may make
and enforce such laws as are not incompatible with the Constitution of the United
States and the laws made in pursuance thereof. The United States court in the
Indian Territory has jurisdiction in all civil cases, except those over which the
tribal courts have exclusive jurisdiction, and in minor crimes and misdemeanors
wherein both parties to the controversy are not members of the same tribe of
The United States courts for the eastern district of Texas and the
Indians.
western district of Arkansas also have jurisdiction in criminal cases; while
this agency has always taken an active part in the suppression of the liquor
traffic, gambling, intrusion, and kindred evils. Thus we have among these In-
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dian people a most complex judicial system, not conducive in any degree to
the best intere sts of those whoare directly concerned. Controversies often arise
over which none of the above-mentioned courts can or will assume jurisdiction,
owing to an apparent conflict of authority, and this agency and its officers have
at times been hindered in the discharge of official duties by the action of these
courts. Indian courts have bean balked in the enforcement of their laws against
their own citizens. Indian executive officers have been forced to defend damage
suits brought in the United States court by noncitizens who have connived with
individual citizens to escape the operation of Indian laws and again the conflicts of opinions and the diversity in the rulings of the several United States
courts upon questions of law governing affairs in the Indian country have proven
to be not only a sarious annoyance but a positive injury, notably so in the matter of the introduction and sale of lager beer within the limits of this agency.
A few of these entanglements, in my opinion exist, withoutcause. Many more
would not exist were the exclusive original jurisdiction, both civil and criminal,
vested in one United States court for the Indian Territory; and to this end
Congress ought to take early action. Yet perfection in the judicial system can
not be reached until the rights and privileges of all citizens and noncitizens
alike are protected by a comman law to which all are alike amenable. This
will only be when the Indians recognize in statehood the highest form of selfgovernment attainable by a civilized and enlightenei people; when they discard the idea that the Federal Government is a foreign power, to which their
interests can not be intrusted without a surrender of the right of self-government guaranteed in their treaties; when they throw off their yoke of guardianship which they have long since outgrown, and in the halls of State and of Congress, through thair own representatives, take a part in the enactment of the
laws governing their interests.
These Indians can not of their own volition pass from thair condition of dependency, to which the General Government has subjected them so long, to the
state of citizenship, the privileges of which they are entitled to receive and the
responsibilities of which they are able to discharge. It therefore devolves
upon Congress to furnish such legislative assistance as is needed to accomplish
the transition, and laws enacted to that end should, so far as practicable, be a
building up of the laws of the country, conforming as nearly as possible thereto,
and having in view a protection of the- rights and equities acquired by their
white brethren under the tribal laws.
Although these Indian nations claim to be independent, with rights and
powers of self-government which can not be interfered with by the United States,
their frequent appeals to the Federal Government for protection and assistance
in enforcing their own laws is an acknowledgment of their dependency as subjects of the United States Government. Their condition and their interests demand that they receive the same rights and privileges other subjects of the
General Government enjoy. They should not longer be subjected to departmental restraint, but should be allowed to assume responsibilities of citizenship
as rapidly as possible. Any legislation to that end should be gradual but persistent, keeping the purpose constantly in view.
There are many conditions now existing which must ba changed, many treaty
provisions adjusted, before this can be accomplished. As in law the wa 'd upon
reaching his majority expects and should receive from his guai'dian a full accounting under. the obligations assumed for him during his minority, so should
these Indian wards of the Government, having attained their majority, witness
the fulfillment of all treaty stipulations, and ba held to an accountability for all
obligations assumed by them. Until this has baen done, measures looking to
the accomplishment of what has become the fixed policy of the Government
the absorption of the Indian into national citizenship must be largely speculative and theoretical. I believe that
my obstacles opposed to further advancement will have been surmounted in the proper discharge of treaty obligations upon the part of the United States Government. Tha Government should
early take the initiative in this matter, and should refusato longer act as guardian, a position it assumed from force of circumstances which no longer exist.
Laws should be enacted placing these responsibilities where they belong upon
each individual and which will at thesama time secure to them the surest protection of the several rights to which they are entitled.
The influence of many of the leading Indians is not on tha side of tribal advancement: fearing loss of power now wielded to the advancement of their own
interest. In others, less advanced and less intelligent, a feeling of apathy exists
Bince they are fairly prosperous, their prosperity being of a character that
;

m
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comes rather

in spite of the drawbacks and the obstacles of a communistic holding of their commonwealth than from any effort of their own or their chosen
authorities to advance their interests. This class looks forward to a change
with distrust and prefers not to encounter the uncertainties, unaccustomed as
they are to bear the responsibilities of conducting their own affairs and proThis fear of failure and loss deters them from
tecting- their own interests.
taking a stand in favor of the dissolution of their tribal governments and the
taking of their
1

LAND

IN SEVERALTY.

There is, however, with the above exceptions, an increasing sentiment among
the body of the Indians in favor of a division of their lands per capita, and much
of ithis sentiment is open and outspoken, and in the Cherokee Nation this was
the principal plank in the platform upon which one of the political parties conducted its last canvass. It is true this party was defeated, but its defeat was
not a judgmont of the majority upon the question of individualization of lands.
My first report bearing upon this subject, made to you in 1889, was assailed upon
all sides; was criticized as an unreliable and untruthful statement of facts in the
interests of the b >omer, etc. There was at that time a strong- undercurrent of
feeling among- the class of dependent full bloods and others who understood full
well that their individual interests in the common domain were daily decreasing
from natural causes, such as increasing membership of the several tribes, and
absorption by railroad highways and other corporate interests. They were not
blind to the fact that the more progressive among- their principal men and adopted
whites were fast monopolizing all the best land for agricultural and grazing- purposes to the exclusion of the less energetic or advanced. They did not fail to note
that the legislation of their councils was, in many instances, in favor of this land
monopoly which had grown up under their eyes. They were thinking for themselves, but being fairly prosperous and able to secure enough land for their immediate and everyday wants, were indifferent as to the future. But this undercurrent of thought has increased and spread, has led to a discussion of the whole
subject-matter, and has assumed a definite form in political platforms and in the
deliberations of some of the Indian councils. The growth of this sentiment in
the face of strong discouragement and open opposition offered by the parties on
whom they have here to fore, leaned for advice and support, and whose self-interests are better subserved by the maintenance of the present communistic form
of land tenure, is due to careful thought and independent individual reasoning,
and is indicative of a degree of enlightenment and progress that assures ultimate success, and the ability of these people to protect their own several and individual interests under a more equitable form of ownership.
Their advancement upon this subject is further evidenced by the fact that the
relinquishment of their tribal autonomy and the adoption of state or territorial
government involved in the individualization of lands, is looked upon with decreasing disfavor, and with very many is no longer an obstacle in the way of
Individ uali/ation of their lands.
I believe that I can truthfully say that the humblest citizen of these five nations realizes that a change is necessary any is almost at hand, and in all probability the step taken by the last Creek council in the discussion of a bill to
authorize "homesteads for citizens of the Muskogee Nation," will be followed
by further action at its meeting in October next. Numerous gatherings of the
Indians have been held in different parts of the nation during the past summer,
protesting against the monopolizing of lands for pasturage by a few as against
the interest of the many and will bear fruit in legislation for their relief, and
the initiatory action taken by their last council would indicate that such legislation would be a further advance in the right direction. The same pressure
from much the same causes will at an early day compel similar action by the
councils of the other nations comprising this agency.
In the consideration of the question of allotment many complications present
themselves, and to the uncertainty as to the final settlement of these complications and apprehension of their unfavorable effect upon the Indian interest, can
be traced one great obstacle to a change in the land tenure. The consideration
of this question of a division of lands has embraced within its scope the possible*
and probable change in the form of tribal government; a settlement with the
various corporate intsrests now operating within their limits, under the sanction of tribal laws the attitude of the Pedsral Government relative to joint obligations assumed in treaty provisions the basis of an adjustment of the many
vexatious questions which have grown to enormous proportions through dila1

:
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tory and vascillating Congressional as well as Indian legislation. These questions have all been dragged into the discussion, doubtless not without profit
when the end shall have been attained, but they have delayed action.
As before stated, very many of these people look with complacency upon a
state or territorial form of government and recognize the necessity of protecting,
in legislation looking toward a division of their lands, the property rights,
legally acquired by licensed traders and other corporate interests which have
grown up among them, under provisions of the Indian and intercourse laws.
These interests are principally centered in towns, comparatively few in number, with populations ranging from 500 to 3,500, where trading points of no little
importance have been built up, affording good and profitable home markets for
the products of the field and the mine, and the handiwork of the artisan, and
which have also been prominent factors in the forces of education and civilizing
influences that have brought these people to-day to a point where they are prepared to intelligently grapple with the responsibilities that the individualization of their lands would bring.
These towns with their stores and shops have been practical schools wherein
many Indian youths have been initiated into the mysteries of merchandising
and finance or have gained a knowledge of trades and mechanical arts which enables them to skillfully and successfully meet the competition to which they are
being subjected. Large sums of money have been invested in improvements in
very many of these, towns by men who have no tribal rights, original or acquired.
In the several nations in which they are located costly and substantial buildings
have been erected which are a credit to the towns and greatly enhance the value
of the surrounding country. With public spirited generosity they have contributed liberally to any fund required to build up the community or advance its
interests, and by the payment of annual taxes to the Indian nations they have
contributed toward the support of the Indian schools and the Indian governments.
For the better protection of these varied interests some form of municipal
government is urgently needed. These towns should be incorporated and the
men who have invested money in good substantial buildings, costing, as many of
them do, from $5,000 to $20.000, should be able to secure a title to the land upon
which they are erected. By an almost imperceptible reduction in the per capita
amount due each individual under a division of the land a surplus could be created
and set apart under such laws as would make the incorporation of these towns
possible and under which the noncitizens could for a reasonable and fair compensation secure titles to the land upon which their buildings have been erected.
The lands thus set apart would be scarcely missed in the final division, and the
proceeds from the sale of the same would provide the nations an available fund
for general purposes, and one of the greatest difficulties in the division of their
lands would thereby be removed.
Congress should at an early day pass an act that will enable the Indians to
avail themselves of a Government survey of their lands. It should thoroughly
investigate the intruder and citizenship questions, remove such intruders as are
found to be liable under the treaties, and dictate, if necessary, a settlement with
such others as have acquired rights which seem to be a barrier to their removal.
If, in the settlement of these questions an apparent expenditure of a considerable
sum of money by the nations is necessary, it should be made, as it would not be
an expenditure but an investment that would not be without profit. The Government should also guarantee the prompt payment of all trust funds and other
moneys due the Indians upon the acceptance of their lands in severalty.
These Indian nations a e the worst taxed people on the American continent.
The average per capita tax paid by every man, woman, and child who is a citizen of the nations exceeds $10 per annum. This is an indisputable fact that
argues strongly in favor of some change whereby the poorer and the middle
classes may be "protected against such imposition. The poor full-blood Indian
with an acre patch of " Tom Fuller " corn and the owner of but one range pony
pays the same tax to support his government as does the intermarried white
who farms thousands of acres of land and pastures tens of thousands of cattle.
A very few full bloods have secured homes upon first-class soil; the great maBut the half-breed and
jority "of 1hem live upon discarded and worthless lands.
his white Ijrother invariably (and it is not to their discredit) select the best
bottom lands for their farms. Thus the Indians, who it is supposed are being
protected under present forms of government, are in reality being shrewdly
despoiled of their landed inheritance.
So strongly has this matter of individualization of the Indian lands grown dur-
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ing the past year or so that there is now on foot an organization among- the Indians themselves, whereby they hope by a presentation of the facts to so educate their fellows as to cause them to ask for their lands in saveralty. This association is being formed to operate upon legitimate lines by a special attention
to the education of the Indians in this regard, and I am advisei will soon issue its prospectus and its missionary tracts, intending to do its laudable work by
a proper presentation of the subject-matter through newspaper discussions, circulars, public addresses, etc., under the auspices of local or district clubs.
The present position this most important subject hasattaiaedhas been reached
through the combined operation of many forces. The earnest efforts of Christian missionaries commenced in days of savagery and superstition and continued
with increasing zeal up to the present time: the elevating influence of education, for which large sums are expended annually by the several nations; the
newspapers and other public prints having a large circulation and generally
read by the Indian population; constant contact with and gradual adoption of
the customs of the Anglo-Saxon race and a keener and ever growing perception
of the insufficiency of tribal laws for the full protection of the Indian interests.
The influx of thousands of intruders upon their public domain and a monopoly
of their best lands by a few of their own citizens, have inspired a desire for a
broader field of action where they may throw off the yoke of guardianship, assert their independence and obtain the higher rewards which come from intelligent, faithful effort, and have forced upon them a recognition of the fact that
release from their present entanglements and the preservation of their landed
estates can only come through the acceptance of their lands in severalty, together with all that change implies.
.

INTRUDERS.

The following upon the subject of intruders is an extract from agency letter,
dated June 1, 1892, addressed to Hon. C. H.Platt, chairman Senate Subcommittee on Indian Affairs, in reply to his request for specific information upon certain
points relative to the condition of the five civilized tribes of Indians, and is
inserted here because it was written after careful consideration and a studied
effort to render to him a comprehensive statement, clearly and fully covering the
subject without being too diffuse:
The intruder seems to flourish principally in the Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations,
there being no intruders at this time among the Seminoles and very few among the Creeks.
The Seminoles are seldom troubled with intruders, for when thus afflicted, upon complaint of

the principal chief, I investigate the matter, and the offenders either respect the rights of the
Indians or are given time to remove, failing to do which an Indian police lands them in Texas
or Oklahoma. In such cases the Seminoles, as a matter of necessity, pay the expenses of the
Indian police making the removal. In the other nations no such expense fund is available,
and I must obtain authority for the expenses from the Department before proceeding against

an

intruder.
In the Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw nations the intruder question is the most vexatious of all the complications which have arisen among these people, and the situation is constantly becoming more difficult to grasp. The want of any law to punish intrusion has
encouraged this numerous class in their encroachments upon the Indian lands and in their disregard for Indian rights or the laws of the Indian country. All efforts thus far made to have
Congress provide a penalty for this class of lawlessness have been futile. Section 2148, Revised
Statutes United States, is a dead letter and can not be enforced. Many persons who have
been removed as intruders have returned even after a second removal. Congress ought to
amend section 2148, Revised Statutes, so as to provide a penalty of imprisonment and fine, not
a judgment of debt which the courts are unable to collect. Then when removals are made the
parties could be kept out or punished as they ought to be for again intruding.
There are three classes of those denominated intruders, divided into, first, noncitizens who
are refugees from justice in the States, many under assumed names to hide their identity, who
had no regard for the laws of the States from which they fled and have none for the Indian laws
nor rights, but who engage in whisky peddling, gambling, and various sharp practices to gain
a dollar or two. This class is now comparatively small and is not increasing in numbers, because their natural inclination leads to crime and their arrest and imprisonment soon follows.
The advent of the United States court in this Territory has made their business and residence
insecure and many of this class have sought more promising fields in the West.
The second class is composed of those noncitizens whose inclination is to observe and obey
the laws of the country where they live, but who have been forced into the intruder class by
the acts of the Indians themselves. There are many of this class In the Chickasaw Nation
and few in the other nations. The greater part of the agricultural development of this country
has been the work of "permitted" noncitizens who, under contracts with individual Indian
citizens, have broken out a stipulated acreage of land, erected fences, houses, and outbuildings,
and in return for their money and labor thus expended under such contracts enjoy the use of
these improvements and land for a term of from three to twenty or more years. Although
this kind of contract is a violation of the laws, that fact is many times unknown to the noncitizen at the time of making the contract. Often the Indian citizen procures a permit for his
leaser for the first year, during which year the noncitizen makes about all of the contracted
improvements at a cost of hundreds of dollars. In many instances dissensions then arise and
the Indian refuses to have the permit renewed, and the noncitizen is placed on the intruder
list and his removal demanded. In such cases this agency holds that the Indian ought inequity
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noncitizen should be removed, because
to pay the noncitizen for his investments before such
"
at the time of making such improvements he was permitted" by the Indians and his residence
country his labors and investments
among them legal. While thus a legal resident of the
under contract with the Indian citizen have enhanced the value of the Indian's holdings; these
values can not be removed with the noncitizen, and it is certainly equitable that he should receive compensation therefor.
In this second class I also include many noncitizens whose Indian landlords will not allow
noncitizens in their employ to have a permit. For instance, one man in the Chickasaw Nation,
an intermarried citizen who has more than a hundred noncitizens on his farms, told me his
men did not have and never had a permit; that he would not allow one of them to pay the permit tax that if they were removed he would move them back; that if these men were intruders
he was responsible himself to his nation for it. This man and others like him are responsible,
but the laws of the nation are not enforced against them.
In all cases where a noncitizen becomes an intruder through violation of his contract with an
Indian citizen it is held that the United States court in the Indian Territory has full jurisdiction, and can give to the Indian the possession of his farm, or the noncitizen may secure compensation for his services, as may be finally determined by the court.
The third class of intruders, and the one most productive of trouble in these nations, is that
composed of so-called claimants to citizenship.
This class is most numerous in the Cherokee Nation, though the Choctaws have one case,
that of the Glen-Tucker ft al., which has been pending in the Department for years, and which
The Chickasaws have
it is currently stated involves the rights of five or six hundred persons.
a few cases, which have arisen principally from the fact that Choctaws are allowed joint oca
half
dozen
or so cases, none of
have
that
The
Creeks
in
nation.
cupancy with the Chickasaws
which are causing any appreciable degree of trouble. It is among the Cherokees that this large
in that nation.
to
the
situation
I
refer
and
thus
its
full
class has developed
particularly
strength,
This class may be subdivided into two subclasses the first, those who are there under the protecthe
who
not
the
those
are
second,
tion of the Interior Department;
recognized by
Department as
having any legal, moral, or equitable standing in the nation.
who
Cherokee
Nation
those
entered
the
The first class includes
prior to August 11,
persons
This class, the Department, holds,
1886, in good faith, believing they had rights there by blood.
of
made
them.
in
the
shall be protected
by
improvements
possession
The second class are those who have entered the nation since August 11, 1886, some of whom
have never made any attempt to establish their claims to citizenship, and in some instances
have not even filed their application. Of this class the Department holds that they can have
no right to enter into possession or into the use of any of the property of the nation. The Department directs me that all this class are liable to removal by me pursuant to section 2147,
Revised Statutes, but while this section gives the legal right so to do, no provision is made for
the necessary expense of removal, hence no steps have been taken to carry out this authority.
Both these classes have taken possession of large tracts of land and made many and valuable improvements, and are engaged in farming, stock-raising, merchandising, and various
other pursuits. Nearly all of these two classes belong to the Cherokee Citizenship Association
and pay regular tribute thereto for such protection as they are afforded by it. Many of these
so-called claimants are doubtless intruders, pure and simple, and their removal without compensation for improvement would not be unjust. They are trespassers and not entitled to consideration for so-called rights. It is due to their presence that so much distrust exists on the
part of the Cherokees toward the legitimate claimant for citizenship.
But there is a class known as the rejected claimant to citizenship, who, believing they had
Cherokee blood and were thus entitled to citizenship, endeavored to prove their rights and
have made many of their improvements in good faith. This is the class generally recognized
as under Department protection. The failure to adjust these claijns in a manner just and
equitable alike to the claimant and the Cherokees and the difficulty in so doing is, in my judgment, the greatest stumbling block in the way to advancement on the part of the Indians in
the direction desired by the General Government, viz, to the taking of the lands in severalty
and ultimate statehood.
For the sake of argument I assume, as does the Department of the Interior under decision
of the United States Supreme Court, that these persons are not entitled to Cherokee citizenship; that the action of the Cherokee authorities in rejecting their claims is final and defines
their status as that of intruders, and that under existing treaties the United States, through
its proper authorities, is in honor bound to relieve the nation of their presence.
If, then, they have no claim for citizenship and the rights, privileges, and immunities arising therefrom, there is left for consideration naught but such property rights as they may
have acquired during their residence in the nation, and when we consider the circumstances
under which these rights of property were obtained I think it is fair to assume also that these
rejected claimants are entitled to a full and fair compensation for any and ail improvements
they may be compelled to leave behind them, and that the Cherokee people should assist them
in a spirit of brotherly love in securing to them a just remuneration in proportion to the enhanced value of their holdings, and should properly realize the fact that they leave behind
them their homes, upon which in many instances they have expended their all; that their residence in the nation has contributed largely to the development of the natural resources of the
country, and that by their energy, thrift, and capital the value thereof has been enhanced
many fold. Many ineffectual attempts have been made in the past to settle this vexed question, several propositions advanced by the Department have been rejected by the Cherokees,
and in many instances there has been an evident desire on the part of the authorities to profit
by the misfortunes of those who, despite the finding of the Cherokee courts and citizenship,
may be their brothers. This should not be. This feeling should not exist. The Cherokee Nation, rich in money, land, and resources, with a justifiable pride in all matters but this, should
not and need not seek to take advantage of their fellow-man's misfortunes.
This question in
opinion may and ought to be settled in a business way. just as any corporation or copartnership would be wound up and settled. In the cases of these improvements
it must be admitted the Cherokee Nation owns the land, and has furnished much of the material, such as rails, logs, and other timber and stone for the improvements. The claimant has
furnished the labor and the money to break the land, build the houses and fences, and to make
other improvements. The Cherokee Nation has not received any benefit from these improvements; the claimant has. The Cherokee Nation can easily pay to these claimants every dollar's worth of value on the improvements, against which there should be an offset of all revenue
derived from the place by the claimant. Generally speaking, these accounts would very nearly
balance, and if the Cherokee Nation does thereby invest some thousands of dollars, it would
soon be returned from the sale of these places to its citizens.
;
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The following statistical showing of the schools now in operation within the
limits of this agency in my opinion reflects credit upon the several nations and
their officials having their educational matters in charge, and to a large degree
accounts for their present advanced state of enlightenment. Their educational
matters are almost entirely within the jurisdiction of the several nations, and,
as will be seen, large sums of money are appropriated and annually expended in
the prosecution of the work of educating their young men and women; better

accommodations and more approved methods of teaching are being provided,
and the result is apparent in the higher standard of efficiency reached by the
schools of the country.
The following schedule shows the number and class of schools in the Cherokee
Nation, the number of tsachers, aggregats and average attendance in the several departments, cost of their several school buildings, total value of school
property, annual cost of conducting the same, including current expenses for
teachers and other employes, books, stationery, and general school supplies.
The salaries paid to teachers ara exceedingly liberal, for which they are enabled to and do secure a high grade of talent in trained instructors, and carefully
selected and approved methods of teaching are followed in the various depart-

ments.
Cherokee schools.
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structure and of modern style and convenience, representing, with their fixschools are kept open
tures, a cost to the nation of $50,000. The neighborhood
ten months each year, and $S p:r month psr capita, paid by the nation for the
board of scholars in attendance.
The annual expense incurred by the Chickasaw Nation in the operation of its
schools, as shown by the superintendent of public instruction for the year 1892,
is as follows
:

Harley

Institute

Bloomfield Seminary

-

..

Wapanucka Academy
Collins' Institute

Orphans Home and Manual Labor School
19 neignborhood schools, including teachers. .
19 neighborhood trustees at $25 each
4 academy trustees at $50 each
1 Orphan Home trustee
^
Salary superintendent
Total

-

._

$9,444.44
10,249.00
8, 860. 00
5,600.00
11,860.00
46,990.00
457. 00
200. 00
120. 00
750. 00
94,548.44

The average attendance during the year is given at 228 for academies, 468 for
neighborhood schools, making a total of 796. In addition to the facilities thus
provided at home an appropriation of $15 per month is made for any child who,
having completed certain studies, desires to attend first-class schools in any of
the States, and about 50 boys and girls are thus furnished tuition each year.
The Chickasaws continue to refuse to make any provision whatever for schooling their freedmen, who are in the same deplorable state as heretofore reported
a state which is disgraceful alike to the Chickasaw and the United States Gov;

ernments.
Choctaw schools. There is a growing desire among the Choctaws to provide for
their youth educational facilities unsurpased by any of the adjoining States, and
to that end liberal appropriations are annually made by their council.
The Choctaw school system is under the supervision of a superintendent and
three district trustees. The superintendent has immediate supervision over the
academies and high schools, and the district trustees, respectively, have charge
of the primary schools in the three districts into which the nation is divided.
There are 123 neighborhood schools in which the elementary" principles of an
English education are taught and for the operation of which during the past year
there was appropriated by the nation the sum of $59,400.
In addition, the Choctaws have seven academies or schools of the higher
grade, to wit, New Hope Seminary, T. D. Ainsworth, principal, for females,
capacity, 100 pupils; Tushka-luso Institute, Henry Nail, principal, for Choctaw freedmen, male and female, capacity 30 students; Tush-ka-hom-ma Female
Institute, Peter Hudson, principal, capacity 100 pupils; Jones Academy, A. T.
Dwight, principal, capacity 100 boys; Spencer Academy, H. A. Cald well, prinAll of the above-named are institutions of learning
cipal, capacity, 100 boys.
in which the higher branches of an English education are taught and for each
of which an annual appropriation of $10,000 is made by the nation.
Wheelock Orphan Seminary, an ungraded school, of which R. C. Robe is
superintendent, affords a home and school for 50 orphan girls, and is conducted
at an annual expense of $5,600.
Armstrong Orphan Home, C. J. Ralston, superintendent, shelters and educates 70 orphan boys at a cost of $7,000 annually.
The principals ol New Hope Seminary, Jones Academy, and Tush-ka-Hom-ma
Female Seminary are Choctaws; the principal of Tush-ka-Lu-sp Institute is a
Choctaw freedman; the principal of Spencer Academy is a white man, as are
also the principals of the two orphans' homes. From two to three teachers are
employed in each institute; the salaries paid are liberal and the ability of the
teachers is attested by the excellent attainments of the several schools. I have
no statistics showing the attendance during the pa?t year, but a general interest
throughout the nation is manifested in the work, and there is an apparent desire on the part of the parents to avail themselves of the opportunities afforded
for the education of their children, and the attendance has been usually good.
The estimated value of the Choctaw national school property is $300,000, and,
as is shown above, the nation expends $122,000 annually in educational and
charitable work.
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Creek schools. My efforts to obtain information regarding the Creek schools
have been unavailing. The board of education has been repeatedly appealed to,
and has as repeatedly promised and failed to furnish me a statistical showing.
As I desire this report based upon facts, and am unable to obtain the data for
an extended account of the schools of this nation, I can only say in general
terms that the Creeks are largely increasing their school facilities, and have
erected a number of large buildings and established advanced schools during

the past year.

Seminole schools. The Seminoles have lately contracted for another new school
building, to cost, with fixtures, $60,000, which, when completed and put in operation, will afford ample facilities for the educational requirements of their nation.

They now appropriate annually the sum of $17,000, which will not be more than
meet the expense entailed in the operation of their school system
when fully equipped.
Their new high school at Mikasukey, recently erected at a cost of $57,000,

sufficient to

was opened

last

October and closed

its first

term June

28,

with an enrollment

of

100 pupils in regular attendance, at a cost of $7,500 for the term. This school
will accommodate 125 pupils, together with teachers and other employes necessary for its successful operation. It is an attractive and commodious building

modern architectural design and finish, sanitary requirements having received proper consideration in its construction.
There is also a girl's boarding school at Sasakwa with a capacity of 38 pupils,
conducted at an annual expense to the nation of $2,000 also one at We-wo-ka
for girls, whire the nation supplies the buildings and grounds and the Presbyterians the support of 30 pupils. The superintendents, matrons, and teachers in
the higher schools, to the number of fifteen or twenty, are furnished by the mission boards of the Baptist and Presbyterian societies.
Th'e rudiments of an English education are taught in five district schools having an enrollment of 150, with an average attendance of 120.
The Seminoles recognize the value of an education, and by liberal appropriations judiciously expended have placed its attainment within the reach of every
one of their young men and women, or will have done so when the work nowprojected shall have reached completion.
Other schools. In addition to the facilities thus afforded by the national schools
for the acquirement of an education by the Indian youth of this agency, the various denominations engaged in missionary work within its limits have erected
institutions of learning which are conducted with marked success.
For the following statistics'relative to the educational work being done under
the auspices of the American Baptist Home Missionary Society I am indebted
to Prof. A. C. Bacone, president of Indian University at Muskogee, a chartered
institution, the Five Civilized Tribes being represented on its board by their
executives and others. Its buildings, fixtures, and improvements are valued at
$30,000, and during the past year had an enrollment of 114 pupils, of whom 8
were in preparation for the ministry and 15 for teaching. Since its organization
in 1880 663 students, representing 10 Indian .tribes, have enjoyed its advantages
and are now prominent among their people as missionaries, teachers, and leaders.
The courses of study have been arranged to meet present requirements,
and embrace preparatory, academic, and collegiate grades. The academic
grade, in which are the greater proportion of the students, affords a thorough
English education, together with the advantages of a commercial and normal
studies. The girls receive special instruction in domestic duties, that they may
be able to care for their own homes and improve the home life.
This society also has a preparatory school, " The Cherokee Academy,'' located
at Tahlequah, with two teachers and 107 students; another, "The Atoka Baptist Academy," located at Atoka, in the Choctaw Nation, having a farm in connection with the school, with a corps of five teachers and 130 pupils another,
"The Seminole Academy," of which mention was made in connection with the
Seminole schools. Provision has also been made by this society for the educat ion
of the freedmen by the establishment of schools at Kulli-Inla in the Choctaw
Nation and at Berwyn in the Chick asaw Nation. These preparatory schcols
are graded and have primary, intermediate, and academic departments.
I regret my inability to make a statistical report relative to the work being
done by the other denominational schools in this agency, the data necessary to
such a report not having been furnished me. Their work has attained to a high
standard of excellence and their facilities are expanding in a measure commensurate with the increasing demands made upon them, and the results are discernible in the substantial progress in civilization, which is nowhere more
marked than among the Indians of the Five Civilized Tribes.
of

;
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LICENSED TRADERS.
Trade with the Indians of this agency is to a great extent within the jurisdiction of the several nations and salf-regulating. The indorsement of the Indian
national authorities, as a rule, is sufficient to secure from the Indian Bureau the
license required by law local competition here regulates the prices, and the
several courts having jurisdiction within the limits of the agency restrain, in a
measure, the introduction and sale of proscribed goods.
The law requires all noncitizens, trading with Indians, to conduct their business under a license from the Indian Bureau, and subject to its rules and reguThese rules and regulations are based upon the law, and the restrictions
lations.
imposed have been amply demonstrated in the past to have been wise and just,
and protective alike to the Indians and traders, and in the strict enforcement of
the penalties attendant upon their violation is found the only sure, speedy, and
effective relief from such evils as it was foreseen would arise from unrestricted
trade.
Accepting your ruling and instructions as my guide, I have advised all persons,
merchants, hotel-keepers, lawyers, physicians, peddlers, etc., engaged in business within the limits of this agency and who have no right of citizenship, original or acquired, that they are classified as traders and will be required to secure
a license from the Indian Bureau. This requirement is readily met by the better
class of merchants, who consider their license to trade as the evidence of their
compliance with law, and a protection for the valuable improvements made by
;

them under such

authority.

There were 139 licenses granted within this agency during the fiscal year of
There were (aside from the saloons) as many more persons who should
have secured licenses. Of this latter class the majority are good citizens, who
respect the law and are proper persons to reside in the Indian country, but
are small dealers, with investments ranging from $200 to $500, who can not
readily secure the required bond of $10,000. In addition to this class are the
lawyers, who, a few excepted, decline to secure licenses. My report in this matter is to be found in agency letter dated August 12, 1891, in which I transmitted
a memorial from the Muskogee bar, setting forth the grounds upon which the
lawyers claimed to be exempt from taxation by the Creek Nation and exempt
from the operation of the law requiring them to secure licenses. In this letter I
asked for instructions from the Department, which I have not, as yet, received.
The tax levied by the several nations upon licensed traders varies from onequarter of 1 per cent to li per cent per annum upon ail goods introduced for sale
within their respective limits. So far as I am advised, traders are satisfied w ith
the tax laws now in force, and the per centum tax appears to be in keeping with
" the amount of
compensation in each case to
treaty stipulations, which provide
1892.

be assessed by the proper authorities of said tribe, subject to the approval of
the United States agent therefor."
There appears* within the past year to have been, on the part of the Indian
authorities, an increased effort to enforce their laws fairly, making their collections without discrimination or favor. As a consequence the traders pay the
taxes more promptly and cheerfully. As testing the force of the law requiring
traders in the Five Civilized Tribes to secure a license, the result of the Department's failure to remove the saloon men trading in this country without licenses
from the Indian Bureau has not been a vindication of the course of those traders who have complied with law, expecting thereby to receive the support and
protection of the Department, and has had a tendency to create a feeling of indifference in the matter of securing licanses for the future, and will serve as an
argument in favor of the opinion ad vane ad by many, that the requirement is a
mere matter of form, so far as traders with the Indians of this agency are concerned.

PAYMENTS.
During the fiscal year of 1892 there was placed to

sums

of

money

my

credit for disbursement

as follows:

To the late Delaware tribe of Indians
To the Shawnees
To the Cherokee Freedmen, Delawares, and Shawnees
To the Creeks
Miscellaneous

I

A

5,771.58
00
990.00
11, 542 26

17, 980.

.

Total

8397

$487, 830. 80

524,114.64
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Numerous pension checks and bounty and back-pay checks have been disbursed through this agency.
In addition to the payment of these amounts to the several annuitants and
others entitled, I have examined and considered the evidence presented by
something over 300 claimants who have applied for enrollment upon the schedule of Cherokee Freedmen entitled to participate in the distribution of the
$75,000 fund appropriated by act of Congress of October 19, 1888, and upon which
I reported to you in February last and await your instruction as to their enrollment and payment.

INDIAN POLICE.

The Indian

police force of this agency is made up of 1 captain, 2 lieutenants,
Especial care has been exercised in their selection
with a view to obtaining men whose influence in their respective localities is on
the side of morality and advancement as conservators of the peac<^, and to have
an ever i*eady force for the suppression of crime and of the whisky traffic and
kindred evils. These Indian policemen are the most active and efficient body
of officers now operating within the limits of this agency.
During the year just past their powers have been constantly put to the severest
tests.
Many localities heretofore exemplary for the quiet and order observed
were under the baneful influences of the saloons in their unrestricted sale of
lager beer turned into veritable pandemoniums, where, but for the vigilance of
these Indian police, women could not have walked the public streets without being subjected to the insults and exposures of the drunken vagabonds who were
incited to disturbances of the peace and to crimes by the intoxicating liquors
sold throughout the length and breadth of this agency.
The rapidly increasing population of this country forms numerous new communities, and towns spring up and demand polica protection. These demands
are constant and urgent, and in order to meet them I am frequently constrained
to make changes in the personnel of the force, thus being often compelled to
drop good men in localities where they have, by much hard work, secured a desirable state of peace and order and replace them with untried and inexperienced men in another locality, because the pay of the Indian police is so insignificant that a desirable person, qualified to properly discharge the duties of an
Indian policeman with intelligence and acceptability, is not warranted in leaving his home to go to other fields where his services are more in demand.
Under the complex judicial system or systems now in operation within this
agency an Indian policeman, to perform his duty acceptably, must not only be a
moral man and be courageous and faithful, but he must be a man of considerable
discretion. This character of man is far from being a rarity among the Indians
of this agency, yet it is not always possible to find in every locality one of this
high character who is willing or can afford to make the personal sacrifice of
time and business interests necessary to the discharge of the duties of an Indian
policeman at the pay allowed, $10 a month. Deputy United States marshals and
all other peace officers are much better paid and their standard of
morality and
efficiency is not, as a rule, up to that of these Indian police. Any Indian with
sufficient intelligence to render proper service as an Indian policeman regards
the difference in pay as a discrimination against the Indian, whether Congress
so intends or not. In each preceding report I. have recommended a liberal increase of pay to these faithful officers, and it has had your indorsement heretofore. I renew this recommendation, and beg to insist that these men ought
to be paid at least $50 a month.
Besides, they should be properly armed with the best grade of Winchester
rifles and Colt's revolvers.
The weapons with which -they are supposed to be
furnished (for none of them will carry the guns now on hand at this agency) are
not only worthless, but a source of immediate danger to those who might use
them. The police at this agency require weapons for efficient service, not for
show, and they ought to have the best obtainable, or at least something better
than the discarded rifles and " pot metal " pistols now on hand at this agency.
This country has from its earliest history been a rendezvous for outlaws and rob"
bers, several bands of which have been "extinguished by tlie persistent efforts
of the Indian police. At this time the Dalton gang of train robbers and murderers is operating within this agency, and being well organized, with improved
weapons for offense and defense, and staying close together, it would bo but suicide for the police force of this agency to seek their capture unless better armed
than they now are, If these men were furnished better firearms and ammuni,5 sergeants,

^

and 35 privates.
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tion, and authority given for their necessary expenses, the Dal tons and all other
bands of outlaws would be either captured, driven from the country, or extewni-

nated.

The number of Indian police allowed this agency should also be increased, so
that many places now unprotected from crime and the introduction and sale of
intoxicating liquors could be supplied with these conservators of the peace. So
long as the present status of affairs continues in this country the services of Indian police will continue to be in demand.
^INTOXICATING LIQUORS.

The most f ruitful source of degradation and crime among the Indians (as elsewhere) is the evil of intemperance. Recognizing this fact, Congress early in
the history of the Indian Territory enacted laws making it a crime to introduce
or to sell liquor to an Indian and prohibiting the manufacture of intoxicating
liquors upon an Indian reservation. These laws were strictly enforced for many
years, and protected the Indians from their worst enemy, rendering their education and progress to their present high standard possible. It is true that
liquors of various kinds have always been introduced and sold in the Indian Territory, have been manufactured here as well, and Indians have had no difficulty
in purchasing, all the liquor for which they had money to pay at either Fort
Smith, Paris, Denison, or any other place even at Washington City, under the
eyes of the lawmaking power. But these violations of the law were committed
with more or less secrecy, often under the cover of night, and with the knowledge of a criminal act. Many eminent jurists had passed upon these laws relating to the sale of liquors to an Indian under charge of an Indian agent, yet
from none of their opinions rendered during a period of nearly sixty years could
the whisky peddler or the beer vender or the saloon keeper receive any encouragement to conduct his business without a dread of the lawful consequences.. It
remained for the honorable judge of the United States court for the eastern
distict of Texas, Hon. David M. Bryant, to render an opinion which let down
the bars and opened up to the breweries the most profitable field they have ever
delighted in debauching, and these, human vultures were eager to improve the
opportunity.
Under the impetus which Judge Bryant's decision gave, the nefarious traffic
was inaugurated by the establishment of numerous lager-beer dives all over the
Chickasaw Nation in the months of July and August, 1891. Preparations were
being made to open other saloons in other portions of this agency, but I was
given the prompt support of the Department, and for a time was able to suppress the traffic. Acting under your instructions, I closed the saloons then
open and placed the property seized in the custody of the United States marshal
of the Indian Territory.
None of the parties were convicted, nor was any of
their property libeled, as provided in section 2140 Revised Statutes, and the
breweries took fresh encouragement, resulting in the opening of beer saloons in
every village in the agency, almost without exception. "The Indian and Federal
laws were openly, flagrantly, and defiantly violated, drunkenness and its train
of evils held full sway, the saloon flourished, trade was paralyzed, and for a time
it seemed that the only protection which could come to the communities thus
accursed rested in the law of self-protection. Report after report was sent to
the Department the United States court in the Indian Territory tried its hand
at its control, yet the traffic continued to increase.
It was not until the United States court at Fort Smith, by direction of his honor,
Judge Isaac C. Parker, entered the field for the punishment of offenders that
the beer venders were brought to realize that perhaps, after all, they were not
to be allowed to violate the laws with impunity.
In an unassailable opinion delivered by Judge Parker to a jur-y before whom one of these cases was being
tried, he held that the sale of beer was clearly proscribed by the Federal statutes, and from that moment the beer men took alarm and began to beg for mercy
something they had not shown to a suffering people.
During the months of uncertainty, when crime and debauchery were rampant,
Congress was dillydallying with the sections of the Revised Statutes and trying
to patch them up to meet the situation.
When Judge Parker rendered his decision and the situation within the jurisdiction of his court had changed, few
persons here desired further legislation by Congress, fearing that the matter
might then be made worse than it would be if Judge Parker were allowed to enforce the law as he interpreted it to be. The amendment to the law as made by
Congress has had the effect to cripple the Indian police of this agency in the
;

260

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

good work they were able to do under the old law, and thereby it has been a
detriment instead of a benefit to this service.
It has been my opinion heretofore, and is yet, that the Interior Department
has ample power to crush out this or any similar evil which may be established
within this Indian reservation. Holding such opinion, I necessarily felt very
keenly the responsibility for the pnevalence of this unlawful traffic, and earnestly
sought to enlist your cooperation, by asking- for the removal of these saloons
and their keepers from the Indian Territory. Not infrequently I found it impossible to reconcile the existence of the saloons, without your interference,
with the ruling of the Department to which, by your instructions I had given
notice, that traders among the five civilized tribes must secure licenses
Eublic
:om the Indian Bureau that merchants, lawyers, physicians, hotel-keepers, and
all persons doing business within the limits of the agency who had no original
nor acquired right are classed as traders. Respectable business men, engaged
in necessary and moral lines of trade, who for years had complied with this
ruling as to licenses to trade with the Indians of this 'agency, were compelled to
see the money of the country diverted from its legitimate channels to swell the
profits of the saloon men, who defiantly refused to comply with any of the laws
of the country. The Department had, and still has, the authority to remove
from this country all persons who trade here without a license issued by you, and
the licensed traders of the agency who had conscientiously complied with the
law were justly aggrieved that they were not afforded relief from those who
defied all laws and morals.
Since Judge Parker's decision and action, and assisted to some extent by the
amended law of the last Congress, the many dives have closed their doors, and
the condition has changed to what it was before the unfortunate encouragement
held out by the opinion rendered by the honorable judge of the United States
courts at Paris, Tex.

THE CHOCTAW TROUBLES.
Delay in forwarding this report has been partly due to the demand upon my
time made in response to the request of Gov. W. 1ST. Jones, principal chief of the
Choctaw Nation, who applied to me for assistance in suppressing an apparent
rebellion among the Choctaws. This delay has enabled me to incorporate herein
a reference to the matter which otherwise would have been omitted from these
pages.

At this time a settlement of the difficulties is in progress, and I hope to be
able to assist the Choctaw authorities in bringing about such a settlement as
will restore the confidence of the people that they may peaceably return to their
homes and follow their usual avocations without, as at this time, being in constant dread that an assassin will take their lives. Pending this settlement I do
not consider it advisable to enter into the detail of the troubles, hence the brevity hereof.
The Choctaw people are divided into two almost equal factions. One party
"
Eagles"),
style themselves the Progressives (their opponents call them the
the other party style themselves the Nationals (their opponents call them the
"
canas
their
had
the
the
Progressives
Buzzards"). During
pressnt campaign
didate for principal chief Hon. W. N. Jones, the present governor; the Nationals had as their candidate Hon. J. B. Jackson, the present national secretary.
The election was held in August, and the incidents thereof, as well as the campaign leading up to that period, were the most exciting the Choctaw people
ever experienced. Both parties secured reports of the results of the voting at
the various precincts scattered throughout the seventeen counties of the nation.
These reports varied from each other to such an extent that both sides, basing
their claims upon the reports obtained by their respective friends, assert that
their candidate has the majority and is therefore elected. Each side accuses
the other of fraud, with voting noncitizens, "doctoring" the poll books, etc.
The more such assertions were harped upon, the more bitter became the feelings of the people, and it is charged upon either side that the leaders of both
factions called secret meetings of their followers at which meetings it was
resolved that certain of their respective opponents must be removed. I do not
credit this report upon either side, but mention it here to show the moving
cause which culminated in the outbreak of September 11.
On that day a party of Nationals killed four of the Progressive party, those
killed being officers of the Nation. This party of Nationals then proceeded to
McAlester with the avowed intention of killing other members of the Progres-
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Sunday, September

member of
men they

12, where they told what they had done and intended doing- to another
The latter was terribly shocked at the recital, told the
thei?' party.

About 10 o'clock that mornreceived a telegram asking me to come to McAlester on a
special train with Indian police. This I was not able to do, but telegraphed
an order to my captain of Indian police directing him to proceed to McAlester
with a force of men. Soon afterward I received a telegram from Governor Jones
asking me to meet him at South McAlester that night as there was trouble amongthe Choctaw people. My captain of police went to McAlester with aforceof men,
and as soon as he had obtained knowledge of the situation telegraphed me to
come there at once. I went to McAlester that night and found an excited condition of affairs. I then learned the facts as to the killing of the four men, and
was informed that those who had done the deed were camped about two miles west
of the town of McAlester. Early next morning I went over to South McAlester
to meet Governor Jones incompliance with his telegram of the day before. There
I found about fifty men heavily armed, who, despite the protests of the United
States officials, had fortified in the United States court-house the night before.
Governor Jones had become alarmed for his own safety and had not come to South
McAlester, but telegraphed me to come to Caddo, his home. As all of these parties were citizens of the Choctaw Nation I deemed it proper to confer with the
governor before attempting the arrest of the offenders, and I went to Caddo on
a freight train, leaving the captain of police in charge of the men who had responded to my orders. On arriving at Caddo that afternoon, I met Governor Jones
and several of his advisors, and after a conference with them, and upon a written
demand of the governor for my assistance with the Indian police and the United
States soldiers, I wired you as to the situation and asked that the military be made
available for service should I require their assistance. At 2 o'clock next morning Governor Jones and a party of thirty men took the train for South McAlester, while I went to McAlester, which latter place was about midway between
the two camps. Soon after* daylight next morning (Tuesday) I drove out to the
camp, or near the place where the National forces, had been congregating, and
had a conference with representative men, who assured me they were willing to
avoid further bloodshed, and would meet in a peace conference if such an arrangement could be made with Governor Jones. I then drove to South McAlester, where I arranged with Governor^Jones and three of his party to meet three
of the opposite party in conference at McAlester at 1 o'clock p. m.
It was agreed by both parties that neither of them would make an attack upon
the other during this conference, and I had a force of Indian police to see that,
this agreement was lived up to, as each side feared treachery upon the part of
the other. At this conference an agreement was entered into and duly signed
by all present, including Governor Jones, each representative present pledging
himself and his people to abide by and live up to the same. According to this
agreement the national men who committed the murders were to surrender
within twenty-four hours, which was done, thirteen of them voluntarily placing
themselves in the custody of the officers on the following day, and four others
coming in as soon as they received word as to the pledge made for them by their
friends. At the same time it was agreed that the armed bodies of men then as^embled should disband and not gather together again, but would let the law
'take its course, and that all their differences should be settled by the laws of
the nation. The national forces disbanded and went to their homes, and Governor Jones went to Hartshorne, where about a hundred of his party had armsd
themselves for the purpose of disbanding them. When he got there some of
the friends of the murdered men declared that the National men had not surrendered the proper persons, but had turned over several innocent men in order
to shield the guilty ones. The governor was so much impressed with this statement that he did not disband his men, but brought them to South McAlester
and joined them with his other force there. This gave him a force of over two
hundred men, some of whom were so eager for a fight with the Nationals that
had done a grievous wrong and that they must stop.
ing (Sunday,

it

was

12) I

cfifficult

to restrain

them from

acts of violence.

The governor

said his

party was dissatisfied over the agreements made, and under the leadership of
Hon. Green McCurtain, National treasurer, demanded possession of the prisoners then held in custody ai a camp west of McAlester. I told this party 'that
they would have to observe the agreement which had been entered into, and
that when the proper officer came after the prisoners they would be delivered to
him. Another conference was agreed upon, and I left for McAlester to arrange
for the same. There I found that all of the National men had gone home, and
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was impossible to have another conference until representatives of that party
could be reached by wire.
That afternoon (Thursday) the Progressives became restless, and some fortytwo of them rode through McAlester toward the prisoner's camp. One of my
Indian police halted them and told them I had ordered a guard placed about the
camp, and that no person should go to the camp without my permission. The
party halted for a moment and then acted as though determined to take the
prisoners at any cost. This was the signal for the Indian police and guard to
prepare for the conflict, which they did by forming a line of defense and by
seeking points of advantage behind the rocks and trees near the camp. At this
display of strength, and feeling that the policemen were too well fortified to be
dislodged by the little band of forty-two, the party retired.
At that time I was at South McAlester in consultation with the Progressive
forces, and as soon as I learned that a party of them had gone toward the camp
I hastily drove over there.
I met the party of forty- two, who were very much excited because the Indian
police would not let them have the prisoners. I had a talk with them and with
Governor Jones and Mr. McCurtain, and while the body of the men went to
South McAlester, the two named and a few others went on to McAlester with
me to have a conference. This conference was more or less stormy, and it
seemed that all efforts to prevent further trouble would be unavailing and that
As I had pledged my honor to the
I would be forced to call for military aid.
prisoners that if they would surrender they should not be taken in charge by
any mob, but should be turned over to the proper officer of the nation when
he came- with proper" warrants, I became, as it appeared to me, personally responsible for carrying out that part of the agreement. I knew that I had but
twenty men upon whom to depend as against over two hundred of the opposing
faction, yet I told my policemen that the prisoners could only be taken from us
over our dead bodies, and we prepared for what seemed an inevitable conflict.
I thought to avoid this by conveying the prisoners out of the nation on a freight
train during the night should the emergency arise, and I sent out runners to
keep me posted should there be any hostile movement. I read to those present
the act of^Congress of June, 1888, relative to the interference of any Indian with
an 'agent or policeman in the discharge of his duty,*and assured them that while
they might forcibly take the, prisoners, it would only be at the loss of many lives
upon both sides, and even then they would have to answer for the deed before
the United States court, which I had no doubt would take pleasure in breaking
their necks. When thus confronted they were willing' to reason, and a friendly
conference was again had.
The next morning I went over to South McAlester and asked Governor Jones
to send the sheriff of Gaines County, the county where the murders were committed, with proper warrants, and the prisoners would be delivered to him.
This was done, and at 4 o'clock on that afternoon (Friday) sixteen men were surrendered to Sheriff Perry, who safely conveyed them to the Gaines County jail,
where they now await trial for their crimes. Another one of the prisoners
being a Chickasaw freedman, and therefore a noncitizen of the Choctaw Nation
and not amenable to their laws, was turned over to a deputy marshal of the
United Sates court at Fort Smith, and he is now in jail at th'at place. There was
considerable excitement pending the delivery of the prisoners at one time about
one hundred and fifty of the Progressives charged toward the prisoners' camp,
coming on foot and on horseback at full speed for a mile or so. They stopped,
however, about a half mile from the camp, which was very fortunate for them
as well as others. Soon after the surrender of the prisoners to Sheriff Perry
the armed forces began to disband and by next morning they had all dispersed.
During this time, however, armed bodies were being gathered by both factions in various neighborhoods, and these have not all disbanded as yet, though
the largest party of which I have present information is about twenty in number. One hundred and twenty-five National men were gathered at Antlers,
on the Frisco Railway, just north of Paris, Tex., and these were not diabanded
until last Sunday, 18th. Other smaller bauds have since been dispersed, and I.
hope to succeed in securing the peaceable settlement of these troubles.
Both parties have expressed themselves that it would be necessary for me to
attend the ensuing session of the Choctaw council, which meets Monday, the
3d of October, and that I have some Indian police and United States soldiers
there to prevent another outbreak. This I have arranged to do, and at this
writing I have a .troop of United States cavalry camped within the Choctaw Nation, and which f snail order to Tushkahomma to-morrow.
it

-
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at Antlers on the 21st instant, at which
was agreed that the only possible settlement of the political controversy,
which would restore peace to the people of the Choctaw country must come
through the intercession of this agency. In accordance with the purposes of
ihat agreement a proposition in the following language was made by Mr. J. B.
Jackson to Governor Jones, under date of the 22d.
Believing that no decision of our council, however just it may be, will be satisfactory to all

The National party held a convention

it

I very respectfully submit to you the
following proposition:
Under an agreement entered into at McAlester, September 13, 1892, United States Indian agent,
Dr. Leo E. Bennett, is to be present at council during the counting of votes with a detachment
of United States troops. This agreement, as I understand it, is for the preservation of peace,
and could not possibly settle any misunderstanding regarding the legality of any votes or pre-

our people and restore confidence in our Government,

cincts.

Realizing the fact that the United States Indian agent of the Union Agency is a United States
placed here by the United States Government for our interest and protection, and having the utmost confidence in the honesty and integrity of Dr. Leo E. Bennett, our present agent,
I propose to you that all disputes and misunderstandings that may arise during the counting
of the votes shall be referred to him for settlement.
officer,

To this proposition Governor Jones stated that he was not prepared to respond without consideration as to whether such a settlement of the differences
between the parties would be recognized as legal under the Choctaw laws that
he would take the matter under advisement until the 3d of Optober, when he
would give a definite answer. He assured me that so far as the proposition was
concerned he saw no other objection than that it might not be legal, and as governor of the nation he could not consent to it unless it was within the laws of
the nation.
I have advised both parties that while personally willing to do everything
within my power to amicably settle their differences for them, I could not and
would not consent to sit in judgment in this matter unless it was agreed that
either party, if aggrieved, should have the right to appeal to the Department,
nor could I assume the responsibility in this manner without first consulting
you. I have accordingly just addressed to you a letter on the subject.
While I am gratified that the troubles of the late outbreak were so amicably
settled, T am not withovit considerable apprehension that the worst is not yet
Each one thinks his
past, as both parties believe they are right in the matter.
candidate is elected, and they are willing to fight and die for this belief if neces;

sary.

The Choctaw Indians are well armed with Winchester rifles and with Colt's
revolvers and have an abundance of ammunition. I will be at the council and
endeavor to do all I can to induce these factions to lay aside their differences
and to settle their affairs in their courts. I do not think there will be any outbreak so long as I keep a troop of cavalry in their Country, but I desire to return
these soldiers as soon as it is safe to do so. Unless the people can be reconciled,
and whichever side is defeated will accept such defeat, there are likely to be
many secret assassinations. In fact, this is the greatest dread which now possesses the Choctaws themselves, and of itself is a moving cause to arouse them
to other or further acts of violence.
Agency buildings. The buildings formerly used in this service were sold in
October, 1891, to the Creek Nation, and an excellent school has been established
there. The Government does not now own any agency buildings within the five
tribes.
Conclusion.
It is a matter of regret to me that I have been constrained to prepare this report under many difficulties, and that it is not possible for me to
more fully present some of the matters contained therein, as I should like to

have done.

I desire to acknowledge my indebtedness to you and to the Indian Office and
Department for the uniform courtesy and consideration which has encouraged
me in the administration of the affairs of this agency, and for which, I am sin-

cerely grateful.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient eervant,
LEO E. BENNETT,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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REPORT OF SAC AND FOX AGENCY.
TAMA, IOWA, August 25,

189S.

I herewith submit my annual report from this agency for fiscal year 1892:
'Location.
The Indian land, which is owned by the Indians in tribal form, purchased with their own money from time to time, and held in trust for their use
and benefit by the governor of Iowa, is located about 2| miles west of the town
of Tama, Tama County, Iowa, and about 4 miles from Toledo, the county seat of
Tama County. The agent's headquarters and post-office are at Tama. The
drive from the agent's office to the Indian villages is over a very pretty road,
and can be made in from fifteen to thirty minuses, according to the condition of
the roads.
The Indians own about 1,250 acres of land. (This has been given as 1,450, but
it is a mistake, as I can only find a record of former number.)
About two-thirds
of their present landed possessions is unfit for cultivation, as the Iowa River
flows directly through it from west to east the other third, or perhaps in the
neighborhood of 500 acres, is very good farm land, though at present a good
many acres would have to be cleared of underbrush before a plow could be put in
This year the Indians have taken the necessary steps for the purchase of
it.
about 1,700 acres of land, all but 520 acres adjoining their present land, and all
of it but a few acres (which had to ba purchased in order to get the other land)
being splendid farm and grazing lands. The money for the purchase of this
land came from the proceeds of the sale by United States of their interest in the
Sac and Fox land in Oklahoma.
The Milwaukee and Northwestern railways cross their present land consequently numerous eyes are attracted to their condition of backwardness and
uncivilized manners and customs, and many unfavorable comments drop from
the lips of those unacquainted with their history, customs, traditions, and beliefs.
Houses.
There is only one Government building on the land, a two-story frame
with a one-story addition, erected for a schoolhouse, but now utilized as a residence for the agency farmer, the addition being used for a council room, where
most of the large councils are held and the important business affairs, which
require the presence of a majority of the chiefs, council men, and headmen, are
transacted. Here, also, the annual annuity payment, about $42 per capita, is
made. There are three more frame houses on the land, one in which John
Mclntosh, the official intsrpreter, resides another belongs to Joseph Tesson,
former interpreter, and the other to Peter Soldier, a progressive Indian. Both
Mclntosh and Tesson are Civilized, own land aside from the tribal land, and

SIR

:

;

;

;

have adopted many

of the white man's ways, methods, and customs.
Peter
Soldier has also adopted some of the white man's ways. There are about forty
Indian houses on the land, some fifteen of which have been newly erected or rebuilt this year.
few years ago nearly all their houses were built of poles,
bark, and rushes, but they are now built, as a rule, entirely of boards, which is
a great improvement over the old style, and I believe that they will continue to
improve in the matter of building houses until nearly all of them will be living
in frame houses. The houses are erected by placing four large posts, one at
each corner and one or two posts in the center, on which rests the ridge pole.
The sides and roof are boarded up. One or two have doors, but usually a
blanket is hung up for e, door; no windows, a board being hung on hinges on
each side to let the light and air in. They are of various sizes, according to
the number of persons in the family or families to be housed. Along- each side
of the interior a platform, about 3 feet high and 10 feet wide, extends the whole
length, upon which they sleep and eat and under which is stored the family
possessions, wood, etc. The yards are inclosed with a wire fence and are
usually kept quite clean. The cooking is done over open fires at each end of
the house and their home life is not materially changed from years ago, except
that they used modern cooking utensils, dishes, knives, and forks the only sign
of advancement to be detected in their homes. The women around the house
show more signs of a desire for progress than the men and yet I take it as an
encouraging sign that the men have a desire for something better, more comfortable and durable, when the better grade of houses which they are now
building is considered. It is evident that there is some progiess in that line
being slowly created in their minds.

A

;
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Dress.
In the matter of dress the men are more advanced than the women,
probably from the fact that they can buy their clothing ready made, while the
women have to manufacture their own clothing, and as they have never had
much opportunity to study the mysteries of a white woman's wardrobe, their
clothing is somewhat crude, though highly original in style. They wear an
upper garment, somewhat similar to a man's loose-fitting shirt a plain skirt
which reaches to their ankles, and a blanket or shawl. A few of the women
wear shoes and stockings instead of the leggings and moccasins. They wear many
beads and trinkets, and on dance and feast days some of their dresses are
" dreams " of bead and ribbon work. Their
millinery bill cuts no figure in their
wardrobe expenses. This year there has been a considerable advance among
the men in dress, and quite a goodly number have adopted the dress of civilized
people, although they generally cling to the blanket instead of a coat, though
quite a number wear a white man's suit entire. On gala occasions, however,
all return to their feathers, paint, and leggings.
I am sorry to say that in an agricultural way we have not proAgriculture.
gressed as well as we had planned or anticipated, due, mainly, to the exceptionThe farmer and quite a number of the Indians
ally wet and backward spring.
had arranged to break up considerable new land, and we all felt quite pleased
and encouraged at the apparent indication of activity in that direction, but our
hopes and plans were rudely shattered by the rain, which fell nearly every day
until the latter part of June. The river was out of its banks and much of the
land either under water or too wet for working. The Indians could not get settled in their summer houses until the waters subsided, which also retarded their
work. When it was possible to work the season was so far advanced that it was
impossible to do more than plow and plant the ground that had been cultivated
last year.
There was some breaking done, but very little. A portion of the
ground was planted so late that it will not yield much of a crop unless frost
;

holds

off until late in

the

fall.

to work, and some who had
never farmed before were induced to begin. If the fall is late they will have
a fail' crop, plenty for home consumption, but little to sell. Atleast fifteen new
wagons were purchased during the year and some plows, harness, etc., and the
Indians generally gave signs of activity and a desire to cultivate the ground.
Two years ago there were only eight wagons among the Indians, now there
are about thirty, all of which has been purchased of local dealers with their
own money. I firmly believe that if we had a propitious spring I should have
been able to truthfully report a very much advanced state" of affairs over last
year, even considering our peculiar disadvantages and drawbacks. If they
secure the additional land as contemplated, even though they may rent a portion of it for a year or two, I think they will take a decided start for the better
in an agricultural way, and that in a year or two very satisfactory progress can
be reported along that line among the Indians of Iowa. The farmer, industrial
teacher, and myself did all we could to help them this spring, but fate, the
elements, and lay of our land were against us. Everything considered, however,
I think the Indians have done remarkably well this year, even though it does
not show up to great advantage on paper.
School s
In this department I am able to report a little more advancement.
School was in session ten months (having been closed in July, 1891, and January, 1892), with Mr. W. S. Stoops as teacher. The average attendance was about
nine scholars. Under the very unfavorable circumstances,, conditions, and surroundings I consider this quite a good record, and it shows that we have done
some work. The drawbacks to school are numerous and some of them, under
the present rulings, almost insurmountable. The school is located about 2 miles
from the main village, with a river intervening. There is no public bridge
over the river, and when it is not low enough to ford the Indians have to cross
on a railroad bridge, necessitating about a mile extra travel. This alohe is a
serious barrier to the children attending school regularly. During the fail and
winter many of the families go away on hunting and trapping expeditions,
which takes the children out of school if they are scholars. The parents are
not in favor of education as a rule, and will not make their children go to school,
nor ever will unless they are compelled to do so. If the Department will take
some decisive steps that will open their eyes and give them to understand that
the children must be educated whether the parents desire it or not, I believe
the. vexed question can be solved, but in that manner and no other.
And such
steps will have to be taken before any great progress in the way of education
can ever be reported from this agency. I am pleased to state, however, that
some such action is under contemplation by the Indian Department, and if they

The Indians exhibited an unusual willingness
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are undertaken and successfully carried out the report on educational work next
year will be much more satisfactory and encouraging. With the pupils who
have attended school, mostly boys, the teacher has accomplished good results.
The Indians learn quite readily and have retentive memories, and take to figures and reading quite rapidly.
We had hopes of securing the erection of a boarding school here, but it seems
that Congress did not deem it advisable, and so I presume that the matter is
practically dead for the present. If we can not have the boarding school and the
Department decides to inaugurate new steps here looking toward an increased
school attendance, the Government building should be added to and room made
for

more

scholars.

one who has given this school question very careful and
diligent study, thought, and investigation that, unless the parents are compelled to send their children to school, it will be many years before any great
educational results can be reported from this agency. The question has been
discussed and dinged into their ears for so many years without any decisive action being taken, that they have come to look upon the efforts put forth in that
direction as a matter for talk but not action, and have ceased to have any anxiety
about it. They certainly do not intend that their children shall go to school, if
they can help it at least they do not intend to encourage it. Our conditions
are such that we can not compel attendance at present; if I could, I would have
had the school filled long ago. My desire and will is good enough, but my power
lacking, and our school facilities not adequate for compulsory methods. I'have,
during the past two years, talked, talked, talked (repeat this at will and then
you will not have it too much) to the Indians on the school question discussed
tried to show them, practically and in every other -way,
it in all its phases
the benefits of education, plead with them, persuaded, threatened as far as I
dared, in fact I have turned every stone and used every leverage that I could
possibly command, and still they will not make their children go to school.
They say they do not prevent their children from going, but that they will not
insist upon their going which is about the same thing. I do not believe that
they intend that they shall go and I most truly hope that steps will be taken
which will materially change the minds of the Indians and condition of things
generally on the school question.
The 1st of February, by personal order of the Commissioner, the school was
moved from the Government -building to the Mission building, which added at
least a mile additional travel. The move was made in hopes of having an increased attendance, on account of more commodious and convenient accommodations. Whether the move has had the desired result I can not definitely say,
but I think it doubtful.
The missionary, Miss Anna Skea, in charge of the Presbyterian
Missionary.
Mission building, has labored faithfully during- the past year for the advancement of the women and children, trying to elevate and better their condition,
and has, no doubt, accomplished some good but the field is so large that the efforts of one person, no matter how efficient, faithful, or earnest, makes but a small
showing in the aggregate. Miss Skea thinks that the Indians are materially
advancing each year, and talks quite encouragingly of the work done in their
behalf. She is, probably, as competent a judge of the progress and advancement
of the Indians as any living person, as she has worked among them for the past
ten years. If the Indians are not advancing it is not the fault of the Home Board
of the Presbyterian Church Society, as they have certainly done their duty towards helping these unfortunate people, and this in the face of very discouraging conditions and surroundings.
General.
In a general way I believe I can truthfully say that some progress
has been made. I am confident that each employe at the agency has, during the
year, one everything in his power to aid arid encourage the Indians to adopt
ways, customs, and habits which will tend towards making them more comfortable and independent. Mr. Stoops, the teacher, has been a faithful, efficient,
and industrious helper, both in and out of the schoolroom, ever ready and willing to lend a helping hand for the purpose of aiding in advancing these people.
He is earnest in his desire to work for their good an honorable gentleman and
a most pleasant and harmonious subordinate.
more fitting person for the
place could not have been selected for the work. Mr. Albert Cory, the farmer,
has also been a faithful employe, working earnestly along the prescribed lines
for the elevation and benefit of the Indians. He has, perhaps, the most trying
and difficult position to satisfactorily fill, as each Indian has a burning desire to
claim him as his or her special helper and wants as much, of his time as possible.
It is quite evident to

;

;

;

;

;
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Mr. Cory has attended to the work, considering the very meager equipment
which he has, in a satisfactory and intelligent manner. He is patient, kind,
and always ready and willing to help them by practical illustration or advica,
and has given especial attention to the comfort of the old people. He is ably
aided in his work of illustration and advice by his estimable wife, who is a
general favorite among the Indian women and children. John Mclntosh, the
interpreter, is always on hand for business, and to his advice and wise counsel I
credit much of the help and success of the past two years. He is an honest man
and has a great desire to see his people progress.
Between the agent and his subordinates and between the employes themselves there has not a single cloud arisen, even as small as a gnat's eye, nor a
cross word passed between us. I give my instructions and they endeavor to
carry them out as near to the letter and spirit as possible. Each one knows his
work. We have no clashing, gossip, or back talk, nothing but harmony, and all
work toward the common end the advancement of these Indians towards a
higher state of manhood and womanhood.
In December last Commissioner Morgan made this agency a personal visit of
two days' duration, and brought several gleams of sunshine with him. The situation here was thoroughly investigated by him and carefully discussed between
himself and the agent, and an effort made to at least partially solve the problem. He held two important councils with the Indians, and I am pleased to say
made a decided impression upon them to the effect that he was their friend and
interested in their welfare. He told them many plain truths and urged them to
accept the advice of those wbo were laboring in their behalf and impressed them
generally for the better. Officially and personally I enjoyed his visit very much,
and believe it was the very best possible step he could have taken for thoroughly
posting himself as to the conditions, surroundings, and facts regarding these Indians in connection with the formulating of plans for their future management
and advancement.
In April, under direction of the Department, I paid to these Indians the sum
of $30,000, per capita $75.56, the same being a portion of the amount due them
from the sale of the Sac and Pox land in Oklahoma. They paid their debts, as
a rule, and laid in a considerable amount of provisions for the summer, purchased other supplies and necessities, and spent some money very foolishly,
though not as much in this manner as I expected. They were more than pleased
with this payment, as it was the first practical evidence that they had received
to prove conclusively that they were not to be cheated out of their entire interest and rights in said lands, and also that the 'new administration" was
laboring for their benefit. It was a great help to them, and with the balance
of said funds largely invested in good lands, it will place them on a substantial
basis and afford each Indian an opportunity for providing himself with a good
living. They have already taken the necessary steps for investing about $5,800
in good lands, about 1,700 acres. The balance will be used to purchase lumber,
wire, agricultural implements, wagons, American horses, etc., for the general
benefit of the people of the tribe. The most of the older Indians, the headmen
generally, were willing to invest the bulk of the* remaining funds in lands, but
some of the young men objected, as they desired the money divided per capita.
I told them very plainly that as long as I was ag^nt this would never be done
that the money must be invested in land or in some other way which would afford a revenue for them, and also be safe from fire, water, or spendthrifts that
the growing generation and those to follow were entitled to some benefit from
this money, and that it must be invested so as to be of use to them in years to
*ome. After this was definitely understood, a very large majority were very
willing to invest in land, and seemed desirous of securing good land. The land
purchased, except a few acres, is all first class, and was purchased, considering
the recent advancement in the price of lands in this State, at a very reasonable
price. They selected their own lands, thoroughly inspected them, and then in
open council decided as regards the purchase. If everything was satisfactory
the necessary papers were made and forwarded to the Department for approval.
If the price was not satisfactory to them they looked elsewhere.
I found, as
usual in such cases, a disposition to put up the price on the Indians but all the
land purchased is well worth the price paid.
In numerous minor ways I can see that these people are absorbing civilized
ways in spite of their desire to be "left as God created them ;" and to just such
an extent I feel encouraged. Progress is necessarily slow because of the peculiar conditions and location of this agency, and yet, as some people say who have
known the Indians for many years, it is'" truly wonderful," the evidences of a
k

;

;
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bettered condition and feeling- among- these Indians. The local people are taking- more of an interest in their progress than ever before, which I think will materially aid in helping shape a policy of advancement. It is only within a very
few years that the Indian Department and its representatives have taken a determined stand in behalf of these Indians and worked practically, energetically,
and earnestly for the betterment of the condition and welfare of these particular Indians. Prior to that time the management of them and interest in them
was conducted on rather a slipshod policy. It always looked to me as if the De"
partment was particularly earnest in its desire to please the Indians by letting
them alone," and let them remain as uncivilized people forever and ever. But
that condition is a thing- of the past, and the present Commissioner and all
others connected with Indian affairs are determined, as far as possible, to aid
the local representatives in their labor for the advancement of these people. I
can assure you that the Government representatives at this end of the line are
here "for that purpose."
Intoxication.
After the special payment was made, in the spring- there was considerable intoxication among certain members of the tribe. I desire to state, however,
that there are comparatively few of thess Indians who drink intoxicants. I do
not think that over fifteen are addicted to drink. The older men, chiefs, councilinen, and headmen are, as a rule, very desirous of keeping their people free
from the habit of! intoxication. Those who drink at all are young men. I had
been instructed by the Indian Department that a special agent from the Department of Justice would be here to aid me in detecting liquor sellers, hence I did
not interfere with the matter of intoxication for a time in order to give the
special agent an opportunity to work up his cases. But as matters kept growing worse in that direction. 1 had to put forth a restraining hand. I arrested several Indians, in town and at the Indian villages, from time to time, and had them
placed in jail. This course soon checked the desire of some of them for the
ardent, but not all. Thsre are still a few cases of intoxication at the Indian villages in the night time, which I can not, with my pres3nt surroundings, prevent.
But the head chief told me recently "that I had scared a number of the young
men so that they had quit drinking and he thought that I would cure nearly all
of them if I kept on."
Taken all around we have a very harmonious existence, and have but little
trouble in our everyday life. The Indians are a peaceable lot, attending strictly
to their own business, and treat me in the kindest manner and with the greatest
respect. I do not know of anlndian to-day at this agency who is not friendly
to me. There have been some cas^s of anger because I could not always comply with their demands and requests, but by kindness, firmness, and consideration I have won them all over until I consider that they are all my friends at
least they all act in such a manner as to lead me to so believe. They are also
are a harmonious and friendly lot of people, even
friendly to my employes.
if we are not the most industrious and progressive.
On July 4 a drunken white man " smashed " an Indian's nose just for fun. I
had the white man arrested, and he paid $15 for his "mash." This is the only
case of the kind I have had, and I imagine they will not be any more frequent in
the future. I am very particular to see that the Indians are protected in their
rights and not abused or insulted in any way, and I think the people of this vicinity understand that I will stand no foolishness in this respect.
There is a race track at the Indian village, which in the summer time has
usually been the resort of a lot of Sabbath breake-rs, who run horses with the Indians or with whites, and indulge in much profanity and lewd talk. This spring
I published in all the local papers the following notice
,

;

We

:

racing or aiding and abetting the same, either with the
Indians or other white persons on Indian lands on the Sabbath day, will be prosecuted under the
laws of Iowa.

Any white person engaging in horse

W.

R. LESSER,
U. 8.

Indian Agent.

So far I have not heard of any racing on Sunday, nor do I anticipate that the
practice will be indulged in again.
The women are modest, intelligent, and industrious, and would progress in
civilized ways, no doubt, more rapidly than the men, provided they had a better
opportunity for being educated in tha ways and customs of the white women's
home life. I am satisfied that a strong, capable woman, who had the nerve to
go among them, could accomplish much good by instructing' them in the methods of cooking, making clothing, a.nd care of themselves. If I could have my
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way such a position would be created at this agency and a suitable person appointed at once to fill it.
In the spring one of the most intelligent Indians was accidentally drowned.
Later his nephew committed suicide on account of grief, so it was said, over his
uncle's demise*. Everything considered, the general health of these people has
been good during the past /ear. Some of the Indians now consult white physicians and a greater number call at the mission for medicine.
The census, taken June 30, gave the following result
:

Total

.

. ,
Males above 18 years
Females above 14 years
Number of school age (between 6 and 16)
.-_
:
Births
.
Deaths

392
101
126

.

102
10
8

covers ^he desired ground. I have given the absolute
and truthful, without coloring, and have refrained, as far as possible,
from making recommendations, as this is not the prop3r place, as I understand
For our year's work, though we can not report any
it, for such suggestions.
u momentous reforms "
"
"
great good accomplished or
inaugurated, we feel that
we have strengthened our position in the confidence of these people and that we
have scattered seeds by the wayside by our everyday labors and example, which
will blossom in the years to come and that the fruit will be seen and appreciated
I believe this report

facts, plain

I realize that there are many things which might be bettered, if
possible, for the welfare of these people, but the conditions and surroundings are such as to make it impossible, or, rather impracticable.
I feel in my heart that the years of 1892-'93 are going to bring forth changes
and advances among these Indians which will aid them very much in numerous
ways and also demonstrate to the public that there is a determination in the minds
and hearts of those who have charge of the affairs of the Indians at Washington

in the future.
it

were

and here that these people must be lifted from their present degrading and unprofitable life to one of higher aims and knowledge. That is our desire, the
goal for which

we

are laboring.

Assuring all who chance to read this report that we shall not let up, in the
most trifling way, in our labors to improve the condition of the Indians of the
Sac and Fox, Iowa, Agency, but will strive even more faithfully in the future, if
it is possible to do FO, and thanking all who have aided and encouraged us
by
their acts of kindness and interest, both in the Indian Department and out, during the past year, I am,

Yours

respectfully,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

W.

R. LESSER,

United States Indian Agent.

EEPOET OF AGENT IN KANSAS.
REPORT OF POTTAWATOMIE AND GREAT NEMAHA AGENCY.
POTTAWATOMIE AND GREAT NEMAHA AGENCY,
Hoiit, Kans., August 29, 189S.
SIR I have the honor to submit the following report of the affairs of this
agency and the Indian tribes located therein for the fiscal year ending June 30.
1892, as directed in circular dated June 23 last.
The names of the tribes embraced in the agency, the number of
Population.
each, together with the number of those of certain ages, including those of school
age, as ascertained by a recent census, is embodied in the following table, viz
:

:
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disposed of, were actually afraid to have it known that they had done so. Up
to this date but ten heads of families of the Prairie band and one of the Kickapoos have voluntarily asked for allotments, and an organized opposition has existed in both tribes, which has greatly retarded the success that should have
been obtained from that constant argument and persuasion that has been exerted on every individual of mature age of both tribes.
Notwithstanding all this opposition, as well as frequent threats of violence,
the alloting agent has succeeded in alloting to 236 members of the Prairie band
and 65 members of the Kickapoos. Many of the allottees of both tribes have
fenced their selections, and are developing an unlooked-for aptitude for business
in the care of their property. A large majority of the allottees of both tribes
are full-bloods, and embraces some of the most influential and intelligent members of the tribe. A list of 115 allotments made to the Prairie band was submitted to the Department for consideration the 17th of March last, and was approved by the honorable Secretary of the Interior under date of June 6 last. This
action has not only assured the allottees that they will be protected by the Government and encouraged to improve their selections, but has also convinced the
opposition that their efforts to prevent the work are useless.
Allotments were made to the entire tribe of Iowa Indians, numbering 159 persons, by myself, under instructions from the Office of Indian Affairs. Nearly all
of these people had made their selections some years ago, and fenced them. The
difficulty, therefore, in this case was not in inducing them to make selections,
but in accomplishing an equitable division of the land. Many of the more grasping and energetic among them, having fenced a larger proportion of the finest
lands than they were entitled to, thus forcing, or attempting to force, less aggressive members into the brush and hill lands for selections. Upon examination of the survey completed a year ago, it was also ascertained that the reservation actually contained but 11,400 acres, instead of 16,000 acres as heretofore
reported. This quantity was found insufficient for the whole number really entitled to allotments, one person, who desired to be transferred from the lowas
in Oklahoma, and several infants (new born) being without land, as the entire
acreage was consumed by the 159 allotments, in which they are not included.
My difficulties in performing this work were rendered greater by the unjustifiable interference of an outside party or parties, whose misrepresentation of facts
to the Department and other sources conveyed the idea that they desired to stop
the work. Since this was completed all of the ill-feeling engendered by equalizing the allotments in point of value, as far as possible, seems to have passed
away, and I believe that the tribe realizes that they were treated justly.
Allotments were made to the Sac and Fox of Missouri Indians during the
previous fiscal year, but the tribe has requested that selections be permitted
for eight infants born since allotments were closed. As there are about 2,000
acres of surplus lands from which these selections could be made, to which
these infants are undoubtedly entitled, I have recommend 3d that their request
be complied with, and hope that the matter may receive early and favorable
consideration.
Allotments were made to theChippewa and Christian Indians under article 1
of their treaty of June 9, 1860.
Members of the tribe born since the accomplishment of allotments under this treaty are unprovided with land, and the only
source from which even a limited provision can be made for them is from a
small quantity of lands heretofore reserved for school purposes.
Of the 14,160 acres of inclosed lands in the reservaAgriculture and stock-raising.
tion of the Prairie band but 4,950 have been placed in cultivation, and considerable of this was not planted this season, or cultivated after planting, on
account of excessive rainfall during the months of March, April, and May.
Although all the growing corn was planted between May 15 and June 15, a
large proportion of it is looking well and promises a moderate yield. The recent survey of this reservation fully develops the truth of the claim heretofore
made that a large portion of it was suitable only for grazing purposes, and it tnerefore seems advisable that such land be kept for grazing until the wild grass is
destroyed, when some kind of tame grasses can be substituted. At least one-half
of the reservation, however, consists of excellent farm land and produces corn,
oats, potatoes, flax, and nearly all kinds of garden vegetables in abundant yields,
should the seasons be at all favorable wheat yields only tolerably well.
The reservation of the Kickapoo Indians is located 35 miles north of that of
the Prairie band, and is of much richer soil. Although it is rolling, and in
some parts rough, good crops including wheat are obtained wherever it can be
cultivated. The Kickapoos, especially of the allottee class, are arranging for
;
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breaking- and cultivating their lands, and I am of the opinion that but few years
will elapse before the larger part of the reservation will be in cultivation.
Their crops have been fairly well cultivated, and the yield will be sufficient for
subsistence for themselves and stock, with a small surplus to sell.
The reservation of the Iowa and Sac and Fox of Missouri Indians consists of
the best farming lands, not only in the agency, but in this section of country.
It has been stated to me by a member of the Sac and Pox of Missouri tribe that
he has in a favorable season raised as high as 80 bushels of corn to the acre, and
that 30 bushels of wheat was an ordinary yield. While the Iowa Reservation is
rougher and more uneven the highest points produce large yields, not only of
wheat and corn, but of all other crops raised in Kansas and Nebraska. Out of
8,013 acres in the Sac and Fox of Missouri Reservation over 6,000 are in qultivaThe entire Iowa Restion, and the remainder is fenced and used for pasturage.
ervation is fenced in tracts, and there is no part of it used for grazing that can
possibly be cultivated. Excepting intemperate habits there is no reason why
the individuals of these tribes should not be successful as farmers and stockraisers. Their holdings are generally improved by comfortable houses, outhouses, and in s,ome cases by bearing orchards. They have had long experience
in farming, are good judges of stock, and have had abundant opportunity to become acquainted with the business methods of the whites, of whom the lowas esWhile there
pecially are nearly the equals in natural intelligence and education
are some bright and energetic men among the Sac and Fox of Missouri Indians
a number of them are indisposed to Iabor 4 and devote to unworthy purposes the
time that should be given to the care of their premises.
The reservation of the Chippewa and Christian Indians is inferior in soil and
in other respects to other reservations in the agency, but has good water arid
timber advantages. The Indians have established many comfortable and attractive homes, and with the aid of a small annuity not only live well, but in
several cases are accumulating property. They are largely intermarried with
whites, and have formed such intimate relations with this class that it is likely
they will be practically absorbed by it in a few years.
All of the tribes raise cattle, horses, hogs, and poultry some more- largely
than others on account of more extensive and better grazing facilities. The
Prairie Band own a large number of ponies and mixed American horses from
which they derive a considerable income. They are gradually learning the advantages to be derived from the ownership of cattle, and many of them are
securing cows when they can jdo so. The othor tribes have sufficient horses to
perform farm work, and for driving and riding purposes, but not many for sale;
they also realize the importance of cattle as a factor in obtaining prosperity,
and are all increasing them as fast as could be expected.
Grazing and hay. In the early part of April arrangements were made to graze
cattle on the Pottawatomie and Kickapoo reservations at such price and in such
quantities as would have insured considerable returns for the Indians. It was
claimed at the time, however, that this course would operate against allotments
and admitted by members of both tribes that the time had arrived when the
practice be discontinued, therefore it was quite a relief when I was intructed, under date of April 15 last, not to permit cattle to enter upon the reservations.
The arrangements referred to were for grazing cattle from other parts of the
State of Kansas, and were subject to the action of your office, hence there was
no difficulty in keeping them from the reservations. But there are a comparatively large number of catlle belonging to farmers living on the borders of these
reservations that can not be so easily controlled. After the receipt of this order
I at once ordered the removal of the farmers' cattle, and had about succeeded
when, on the 18th day of June, the order of April] 5 was suspended by telegram.
This placed the whole matter upon the basis existing prior to order of April 15,
and when I commenced to ascertain numbers and ownership of cattle with a
view to collect for them the telegram was modified by letter of June 20 and
subsequent ones. Under instructions contained therein it was deemed best to
remove all cattle as rapidly as possible, and I disposed of the matter finally, more
especially as the Indians were unwilUng for the farmers' cattle to graze after
permission for herds was refused. I have succeeded in making collections for
a few bunches of said cattle, and may perhaps collect for a few more, but I have
no hope, under the circumstances related, of making any considerable collections.
selections of land.
No hay has been sold except by allottees from their
"
"
Early in the spring I was informed that the Murphy family, who have for
some years endeavored to obtain enrollment with the Sac and Fox of Missouri
Indians, had driven stock upon the pasture lands of those Indians, and virtually
.
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taken possession of them, to the exclusion of the rightful owners. As they had
no shadow of right to the use of these lands I removed the stock, but it was again
driven on the reservation, and when I attempted to remove it, under orders of
the honorable Secretary of the Interior, I was served with an injunction, issued
by Judge Dundy. of the Unitsd States district court for the district of Nebraska,
prohibiting the removal of the cattle, and they have since remained there, and
probably will do so until the close of the grazing season. I have attempted several times to have a hearing of this matter in order to ascertain the nature of
and test the merits of the claim of the " Murphys " to this land, but have been
unable to do so. Neither bas the judge required a bond, to protect the Indians
peculiar
against loss, to be given, as requested by me. This matter bears a very
"
aspect, and seems to have been entered upon to give the "Murphys possession
of the grazing land during this season.
Gambling and use of intoxicants. I have used every agency at my command to
cast discredit and odium upon the practice of these evils and believe that they
have been reduced throughout the agency during the year. They exist in the
most advanced and cultivated communities in Christendom, and it should not be
expected that any marked change in this respect can.be effected in the inclination of the Indian except through implanting in him the principle of moral perception and the acquisition of property. The absence of herders on the Pottawatomie and Kickapoo reservations has undoubtedly prevented much of the
horse racing, drinking, and gambling for which this class was responsible last
year.

Crimes against Indians. None have been committed except through the sale of
whisky and through stock running on reservations. As far as my observation
extends the relations between the Indians and their white neighbors yearly
become kinder and more trustful.
While there are a number of members of Christian churches in the
Religion.
Prairie Band, the Kickapoo, and the Sac and Fox of Missouri tribe of Indians,
a considerable number practice their old religious forms, of which dancing is
the principal one. These all believe in the Creator, and that happiness hereafter depends upon a virtuous life, while a life of vice will result in future condemnation. From the best information I can get these dances have recently
been utilized for the organization of opposition to allotments. While a strong
demonstration is made to hold these people to their old beliefs and customs, defections in this, as in other matters, are constantly taking place, and the time
is not far distant when at least a partial emancipation from their dark superstitions may be expected, and this result will be materiallv hastened by the in-

creased influence of those attaching themselves to Christian churches.
Schools and buildings.
Boarding schools are maintained for the Prairie Band,
Kicka^oos, and Iowa and Sac and Fox of Missouri Indians, andaday school for the
Chippewa and Christian Indians, on their respective reservations, except in the
case of the Iowa and Sac and Fox of Missouri, for whom the school is consolidated
and located on the reservation of the first named Indians. Children from all the
tribes attend the Haskell Institute, at Lawrence, Kans., and it is now expected that
this attendance will be largely increased at the commencement of the next school
session at that place.
During the year the boarding house at Pottawatomie school was repaired,
renovated, and painted and other improvements made about the premises.
The boarding house, or doimitory, accommodates only 30 children, and has
been for many y ars a source of constant annoyance and trouble in connection with attendance. Persons not acquainted with the facts concerning this
building, and in some cases officers who had opportunities of knowing them, have
severely criticised the agent, the school employes, and the Indians for the small
attendance, when there were about 125 children of school age on the reservation.
At the close of the school eession. June 30 last, 40 children were at the school, of
whom 16 were new pupils obtained during the year. Several of the children
were required to sleep in temporary beds, made nightly on the floor of the playroom, after other accomm tiations had been crowded to their utmost capacity.
Happily these and attendant difficulties will disappear upon the comple ion of
the new dormitory for this school, now in course ol erection. This building will
accommodate 80 or more pupils, besides furnishing first-class accommodations for
all necessary employes.
It will be substantial and modern in all its details, and
will cost, including a steam heating apparatus of sufficient power to heat every
part of the building, $17,250. When this building is completed a separation of
agency and school employes can be effected, which will doubtless conduce^to the
success of the school, and the adult Indians will have less access to the children,
^

;

.8397 I

A

18

REPORT OF AGENT

274

IN KANSAS.

which can be made the means of establishing better discipline and securing
greater attention to study.
A new schoolhouse is now being erected at the Iowa and Sac and Fox of Missouri school, at which there is a commodious dormitory. During the past year
the dormitory was painted thoroughly, 500 feet of sidewalks were built, a system of waterworks for which there was urgent need was established, and several sheds for stock of various kinds was built from other dilapidated buildings.
The attendance at this school up to October last was not satisfactory, and at that
date I visited nearly every family in both the Iowa and Sac and Fox of Missouri
tribes, and informed them that it must be increased or their annuities would be
withheld. This had the desired effect, and the attendance has since been about
what it should be. I also insisted that the children should remain at the school
during Saturday and Sunday, instead of returning to their homes, as had been
the custom for years previously, and this change also aided in holding the increased attendance.
No improvements whatever were made at Kickapoo school, yet for the number
of children of school age on the reservation the average attendance was good
and the supplies and stock were well cared for. Good crops are now growing on
the school farm, and considerable sales of cattle were made both this year and
last from the school herd. In connection with this matter it is only just to say
that during the service of Mr. D. Van Valkenburg as superintendent and principal teacher the school surroundings and the farm had a neat and businesslike
appearance and that he was influential in the proper control of the Indians.
The superintendent and principal teachers of the Pottawatomie and Kickapoo
schools resigned June 30 last, and have made no reports of the schools. Report
for Iowa and Fox of Missouri school is herewith submitted.
I shall continue to foster and advance the educational interests of the Indians in every direction in which I am permitted to act. Under existing regulations my legitimate duties seemed confined to erecting buildings, making improvements, disbursing for indebtedness thus incurred, keeping the schools full
as far as possible, and protecting the school property, of course, for all of which
I am under bond.
The fact that all appointments of school employes are practically taken out of my hands will affect my interest in the work to no degree, and
I sincerely desire that the system may prove entirely successful.
The location of the five reservations in the agency on widely separated tracts
brings the Indians naturally in contact with a large number of white people,
with many of whom they have business relations about which there is frequently
misunderstanding, which greatly increases my work. The acceptance of allotments by a large proportion of people in the agency naturally creates new interests and factions, all of which must be protected and satisfied.
With constantly increasing work the force of agency employes remains the
same, and this, to accomplish the work, all must not only understand their
duties, but have the inclination and principle to properly perform them. This
has not been the case for the greater part of this year, and I regret to say that
I have been hampered and antagonized by several employes who have lately been
discharged, by your order. I have been courteously treated by the Department,
and allowed all the funds and supplies required for both agency and school pur-

Here with forwarded please find
asked for in your circular.
Very

statistical information

(agency and school)

respectfully,
J.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

A. SCOTT,

United States Indian Agent,

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF IOWA AND SAC AND Fox OF MISSOURI
BOARDING SCHOOL.
POTTAWATOMIE AND GREAT NEMAHA AGENCY,
White Cloud, Kans. June 30, 1892.
SIR: Please allow me to respectfully submit the following as my annual report concerning
this school for the fiscal year now closing:
The condition of the plant here has been greatly improved during the year. The dormitory
has been extensively repaired and painted. Several hundred feet of walks have been built,
also a corn crib, sheds for the cattle, and about one hundred and sixty rods of fence. A windAll these improvements were immill has been erected and a system of waterworks put in.
peratively needed and have greatly bettered the general condition of the school.
,
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Sixty pupils were enrolled during the year, and the average attendance since September 1st
has been 44^ Since October 19 compulsory rules in regard to attendance have been enforced with
way favorable results. The pupils have not only made more rapid improvement in
and out of the school-room than heretofore, but have really been better contented than they
were when allowed to go and come irregularly. Most of the Indian parents are beginning to
manifest considerable interest and pride in the advancement of their children, and neither the
rules relating to attendance nor any others have been seriously, objected to except by one
squaw-map who has given me considerable trouble,in various ways.
The health of pupils and employes has been good during the entire year, there having been
no case of serious sickness. An epidemic of whooping cough in a mild form commenced about
three weeks ago; but as yet none have suffered seriously with it, or seem likely to do so.
In the schoolroom excellent progress, I think, has been made. Interest and a sense of pride
in making progress have greatly increased. As illustrating this I may be allowed to mention
that my most advanced class in arithmetic since commencing the subject of common fractions
a few weeks ago, has been so interested in it that most of the class have voluntarily spent
much of their leisure time out of recitation and study* hours in getting extra lessons. And
these are pupils who had not mastered the first three rules of arithmetic a year and a half ago,
and whom, for awhile, it was nearly impossible to interest in anything. The younger pupils
have, however, with a few exceptions, made the most rapid advancement. I have not been
able to grade accurately to get each pupil into classes exclusively in one grade, I mean nor
to adhere strictly to the official course of study, but have done both as nearly as I could. Having had an average attendance of nearly fifty pupils (of all grades), and having had to crowd
them into a schoolroom designed for only about half that number, and to teach them without
assistance, I have found that I could not make a programme quite as elaborate as that contemplated by the course of study and still give an effective amount of attention to each class.
As a new school building and an additional teacher are now promised in time for next year's
work, these difficulties are, however, practically matters of the past.
Special attention has been given to music, and with very favorable results. A little newspaper recently established and edited by two pupils appointedeach week has also been enjoyed
and turned to account in language work.
Industrial work is assigned systematically by the superintendent and the matron and careful attention is given to it by all the employe's. The larger boys assist the farmer and industrial teacher in every branch of his work, and do some of the heavier work in the laundry. Durd 55 cords oj
of wood for the stoves. The smaller boys do the light
ing this year they also prepared
.,._,
chores about the house and yard and help i-n the garden.
The girls are trained in all the details of housekeeping and in making and mending clothing
for themselves and the boys. There is almost no protest or complaint about the work, and I
believe that it is at least as willingly and as well done as it would be by average white children
.

in every

of the same ages.

by the Presbyterian Board of Education?
During the past season the farm and garden produced

600 bushels of corn, 150 bushels of potatoes, 45 bushels of turnips, 50 bushels of apples, 10 bushels of onions, 43 tons of hay some
cabbage and melons, cucumbers for one barrel of pickles, an abundance of early vegetables,
and all the beef, pork and lard used by the school. This season a larger garden is receiving
increased attention. It has for several weeks past supplied an abundance of early vegetables

and if the season proves favorable we expect to put away enough potatoes, cabbage, turnips'
squash, dried corn, cucumber pickles, tomato catsups, etc., to liberally supply the school durintr
the coming year.
I have already mentioned that a new school building and an additional teacher (to be here in
time for next year's work) have been allowed. Additional to these the most pressing needs of
the school are a few milk cows, another team, and a new barn of moderate dimensions The
laundry and the school siipplies should also be removed from the dormitory cellar, and a bath
room should be provided. A part of these things have been requested and all are greatly needed
but good work can now be done with or without them.
In closing I desire to commend the work done by the other employes of the school and to
thank you for the unfailing interest in it you have shown and the constant assistance vou have
rendered me in conducting it. My acknowledgments are also due to J. W. Richardson supersor of this district, for much assistance received from him.

Very respectfully,

FRANK

F.

AVEBY,

Superintendent and principal teacher.

'

United States Indian Agent.

EEPOET OF AGEOT IN MINNESOTA.
REPORT OF WHITE EARTH AGENCY.
WHITE EARTH AGENCY, MINN., August 25, 1893.
SIR: In compliance with instructions contained in circular letter of June
23,
1892, I have the honor to submit herewith my fourth and last annual report of
the condition of affairs at this agency, with the
statistics
for
the
accompanying
fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
Since my taking charge of this agency there has been considerAgriculture
able progress made by the Indians in the
way of improving and increasing the
size of their farms and in building houses, barns, and
granaries for themselves
and stock. Yet their progress has not been such as it should have been or what
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mierht justly have been expected of them, owing to certain influences, which in
a measure tended to confuse the Indian mind, and which always lead to more or
less counciling dancing and neglect of work, although this was discouraged
by the agent and his employes in every possible way.
The following statement of the numbar of acres under cultivation and estimate
of crops raised by the Indians of the White Earth Reservation is respectfully
submitted:
1

1

1

,

,

Kind

of crop.
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from one who graduated at Carlisle School in February last. One who had never
attended any school but this before going there. He says
"I have had a splendid time, but probably would not have thought so if I had failed to graduate. I have found the school to be as good as you said it is. I hope you are getting along with
your school nicely, I have always felt as though I was ungrateful for leaving your school after
you had given me such good instruction. You can say this about your school, when anyone
attempts to run it down, that you have advanced at least one scholar enough so that he could go
to Carlisle and graduate in less than five months. I passed a good examination when I came
here, much better than I expected to."
We had a number of scholars at the close of the school year who were equally as far advanced
as the Carlisle scholar when he left here.
I would further, respectfully, call attention to the statement made in a communication by
the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs during'the last quarter of the fiscal year just
" Thatsohool
has been inclosed, in which he states, referring to White Earth Boarding School,
spected by Supervisor Ansley and I am gratified to say that he makes a report which is entirely
office
as
the
to
this
to
condition
of
the
school."
The
enrollment has not quite
satisfactory
equaled that of last year owing to the opening of the Catholic school here which had a contract
from Government for 100 scholars. This together with the demand for scholars abroad has had
a tendency to diminish the number attending this school, thus making it difficult to maintain
the attendance of the previous year.
It is a gratification to rne to report that the agent, Maj. B. P. Shuler, has at all times sustained the school by making use of every effort possible for him to command. All the grades
of the school being represented made it necessary to divide it into a corresponding number of
classes, which so increased the work of the teachers that it would have been found more than
convenient to have had an additional teacher, which would have resulted in a benefit to the
scholars in attendance.
ter received

:

Number of

,
135
pupils enrolled during the year
98
Average attendance during the year.
50
Advanced to a higher grade during the year
The entire series of text books adopted by the Department for Ii:dian schools are used.
A garden, comprising about 7 acres of land, is being cu.tivated by the beys and from present
indications a bountiful supply of vegetables will be produced for use during the coming school
year. All visitors pronounce it a model garden. Certainly there are none which can surpass
in its cultivation, and great pleasure in its being seen by those
The boys take
it.
great pride
"
"
coming from civilization.
In addition to the cultivation of the garden the boys are required to take care of the stock and
do the necessary work about the school. The girls are instructed in general housework, sewing,
making, and mending garments, knitting, chrocheting, etc. A spirit of harmony has prevailed
.-.

among

the employe's.
respectfully,

Very

S.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

M. HUME,

Superintendent White Earth Government School.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF RED LAKE BOARDING

SCHOOL,.

RED LAKE RESERVATION, WHITE EARTH AGENCY,

July

l,

1892.

In compliance with instructions, 1 respectfully submit the annual report of the Red
Lake Boarding School. In view of the fullness of the report of last year, this will be brief.
Crops consist of a planting of 25 bushels of potatoes and a prospective yield of 250 to 300 bushels
corn, 50 bushels squash, 500 turnips, 50 bushels beets, 25 cabbage, 500 and various other
kinds of vegetables in small quantities.
Additions, repairs, and improvements. In December last an excellent fire escape was added to
the boarding house, leading from the boys' dormitory, on the third floor, to the ground. During
February the agent purchased a very useful and commodious range. During the spring recess considerable painting and whitewashing was accomplished. The sewer has recently been
thoroughly cleansed and repaired, shade trees set out, and the playgrounds enlarged and kept

SIR

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

Employes. An improvement in the efficiency of the employes is hoped for, but can not be made
from among the people on this reservation. So long as it is necessary to employ incompetent
help the results of incompetency ought to be expected, and nothing more required of those in
charge. Considering the environments and domestic practices of the people, I consider that
the employe's have done admirably during the past year. The present cook (one of the best
ever employed at the building) was educated by us in this school.
Industries and discipline. Industriousness is the be'st mode of discipline, hence we endeavor to
keep both employe's and children occupied. Among the special features may be mentioned the
of block patch work for three quilts (out of bits of cloth made from manufactures) by
girls 10 years of age or under.
The employe's as a rule have rendered ready obedience. The children have been orderly and
easily managed, and very prompt in the performance of the labor required of them. A very
noticeable improvement in the attitude of the parents towards the school has quite generally
prevailed, which has resulted very beneficially in the maintenance of regular attendance. A ttendance of the children during most of the year has been good, and for the fourth quarter almost perfect. We have usually had as many children as the school facilities could comfortably
accommodate. The second quarter was seriously interfered with by the order of the Depart-

making

to remove children to the Carlisle school. Whole number of different pupils enrolled for
the year, 62; average attendance, 4]
During the past quarter 55 were enrolled 34 boys, 21
girls
average, 49. Number attended the whole quarter, 32 not absent, 44.
Accidents and deaths have not occurred during the two years and four months of my connection
with the school. The health of the children has been good. All cases of infectious or contagious
diseases have been isolated in so far as facilities would permit.
Clothing of the children has been entirely sufficient and satisfactory to all parties concerned.
In this connection I emphatically state that not a single child has been neglected, all reports to
the contrary which your office may have received notwithstanding.

ment

.

;

;
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in a healthy condition,
Sanitary. The buildings and surroundings have been at all times kept
being washed twice, and sometimes of tener, each week, and swept throughout from three to
six times daily.
In general the past year is considered, by those best acquainted with the facts, to have been
one of the most prosperous since the organization of the school. Nothing has occurred to mar
the harmony or good will among any of the employes. <The school has been very materially
assisted in the making of repairs and additions by both agent and overseer. The people and
parents especially frequently express satisfaction with the school.

Very respectfully,

H-E.Wn.soN,
Superintendent.

Maj. B. P. SHULBB,
U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN MONTANA.
REPORT OF BLACKPEET AGENCY.
BLACKFEET AGENCY, MONT., August 81,

1892.

second annual report
Stock-raising and agriculture.
Although the Indians of this reserve have been
considered behind many other tribes in civilized pursuits, I will say that they
now display greater interest in their work than ever before. Since early spring
they have (outside of ration days) kept themselves away from the agency at
work putting in their spring crops then, after they were through with that,
they went, as you might say, in a body to the mountains in order to get poles,
They have since
posts, and logs for fencing corrals, stables, cattle-sheds, etc.
spring made more improvements for the protection of their stock than ever
heretofore, and some of their sheds, built with logs and poles, would do credit
to a white man. The possession of cattle and the realization that the proper
care and. protection of this stock will eventually make them self -supporting and.
really, rich, seems to be the great inducement for the exertion displayed. -Then
the pride of ownership makes the man out of the Indian as much so as it does of
his civilized brother. Since the 1st of August everybody upon the reserve has
been hard at work putting up hay, and this work will be kept up for the next
month. As grass near the mountains continues green until late in the season, L
do not fear but that they will all get the necessary amount to fully protect themselves from any loss in stock during the coming winter. These people are willing and anxious to work in haying. In regard to plowing and endeavoring to
raise crops, they have worked better this year and seemed willing to try again,
but, really, they have made so many failures that it is no wonder they do not
take to farming. This country is not an agricultural section one-year crops
are a failure because of drought and another year they suffer from frost, and so
it goes that if you are favored you may have one crop in three.
The season of
1890 the crops were a complete failure from drought. In 1891 a very fair crop was
This season (1892) crops are the next thing to a failure the spring
raised.
months were so very cold and backward that nothing would grow. We had
snow on the 22d June then July 28 and 29 the frost was so heavy that in many
On the ground where they were
places the potatoes were entirely ruined.
planted hardly a vestige of them can to-day be seen. These people will have to
place their whole dependence upon raising stock for their future livelihood but
this is as it should be
they are natural herdsmen, and this being a grazing
country the conditions are well blended. I have faith in their ultimate success.
There were 40 new mowing machines and 40 horse rakes issued this summer.
With this additional machinery it is a much easier task than heretofore in getting the necessary amount of hay.
In the month of June I put the farmer out to go over the reservation for the
purpose of branding the increase of cattle belonging to the Indians; 1,489 calves
were branded. This will again have to be gone through with about the middle
of October, when the whole number of increase for the year will be known.
This second branding will cover calves which were too small to brand in the
summer branding and those that may have come between spring and fall. You
can see that while these Indians are not doing much in their farming operations
I find enough to keep the farmers busy in assisting them in the care necessary
in raising cattle. This industry will have to" be closely watched, and that duty
will have to be given to the farmers to perform. The statistical report herewith does not include the cattle. 1.575 head, issued to the Indians in the past
month of July, but shows their holdings at the end of last June, 6,827 head.

SIR

:

I

have the honor

to

submit herewith

my

:

;

;

;

;

;

;
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latter number includes 1,450 head which were under control of a white man
in 1891, and not enumerated then, as it was uncertain whether he would leave
them on the reserve. This man has since died, and the stock, having- been bequeathed to his Indian family living- here, is now numbered in the Indian holding's.

Whisky. The whisky traffic with these Indians has been a source of gain to a
number of vagabonds upon the borders of this reserve. In the past two years I
have made as strong- a fight against this class as possible. My 1891 report shows

that I had then sent three white men to States prison for selling whisky to Indians. Following is a resume of my action the past year in endeavoring to break
up this traffic. In October, 1891, I caused warrants to be issued for the arrest
of the following named men for furnishing whisky to Indians and mixed bloods:
A. N. Dean, F. X. Bertrand, Charles- Rhodes, and Baptiste Beauen. Through
lack of intelligence and energy of the deputy United States marshal, Rhodes and
Beauen eluded arrest and got over into Canada. The witnesses against Dean
were two mixed bloods. They were paid to leave the reserve and also went over
into Canada. I sent four of our police after them to induce them to return, but

These two witnesses are still over there consequently Dean escaped
failed.
pros2cution. Bertrand, the fourth, was convicted in the United States circuit
court in December and sentenced to thirty days in States prison. This conviction
was found for selling whisky to a mixed blood, and was very beneficial for the
welfaie of this agency, for the reason that a number of the illicit traders, on account of some South Dakota court decision, had tried to make themselves believe
that they could not be convicted for furnishing whisky to half-breeds.
December 14, one Frank Pias, a Mexican, married to a Piegan woman and
living upon this reserve with his Indian family, was brought in by our police for
furnishing four bottles of whisky to one Yellow Plume. He was bound over for
the action of the United States grand jury. Indictment was found and should
have been tried in May term of court, but*by reason of Yellow Plume being sick
he could not put in an appearance as prosecuting witness, and Pias was allowed
to go out upon bonds until fall term of court. Since then Yellow Plume has
died, and, he being the principal witness, this case will be a failure, although
Pias was in jail from December 14 until about May 20. Pias returned to the
reservation, but I told him he could not reside here, as he had no claim here
after having been found selling whisky to Indians. On March 21 I found that
one William McGee had furnished two bottles of whisky to two half-breeds, this
having occurred the day before. I had complaint made and warrant issued and
placed in the hands of a deputy United States marshal. McGee either learned
that there was a warrant out for him or his guilty soul told him that he was in
danger, and he struck out for Canada, where he now is. I am pretty well satisfied if I can get rid of this class by running them into Canada, as they are not
likely to return to this section while I am agent.
With all of my efforts there are a few Indians who occasionally get whisky,
but no general drunks occur, as in the past. By the suppression of whisky
among these people we can with confidence look for advancement; but allow
them to get whisky, then there is no work or anything thought of but more
whisky. All of these whisky men, with the one exception of Frank Pias, are
and have been those residing on Birch Creek, a small place known as Robare,
just over the creek off the reserve. I can not tell whether I am the greater thorn
to them or they to me, as most of my trouble arises at that place, all by reason
of that curse, whisky.
Police.
The force consists of 19 men (1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, and
16 privates). These men are taken from different districts of the reserve, and
a detail of four, changed every Saturday, is kept at the agency. They are good,
efficient workers, and of great assistance to the agent and the common welfare
The very small number of offenses before our Indian court,
of their people.
and two of these being outside Indians, shows distinctly that our police keep
good order and peace upon the reserve. The majority of the eleven cases named
;

were for drunkenness.
There are three judges, and I have all cases brought before them, as
Judges.
I consider that they show good judgment in their decisions and give satisfaction
to the people, outside of the man that suffers. On the 30th June I dropped two
judges and filled their places with younger and more energetic men.
Lands.
These people are becoming more independent of each other and scattering out over the best sections of the reserve. Two years ago you found them
huddled together in small set: lements and living in communities. As fast as
one of them gets a wagon and harness he becomes independent of his neighbor,
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and begins working- towards making a home for himself by staking put a large
body of land and claiming it for himself and family. He is then in shape to
build a home. These people should and must, each and every one of them, have
a wagon and harness. They have cattle and horses. I will ask, how are they to
make a home, build stables, sheds, fences, and put up hay for the protection of
their stock, without a wagon and harness ? Could any white man get along
without these; and without them the Indian has to linger by his more fortunate
neighbor, probably some old chief, who in this way still controls the man and

certainly does not influence him in the line of progress. They are all anxious
to have land, and plenty of it, which they can call their own.
They are given to jumping each other's claims and I have a good many complaints of this nature to settle by going upon the ground and getting an agreement between them in regard to their lines. It would be a great benefit to all
concerned if these lands could be surveyed and allotted to each individual.
large number favor and are anxious for allotment, then others are opposed to
be sold, which they are adverse to, sayit, believing the residue of lands would
ing that all the lands upon the reserve will be required, as their stock interests
grow, for a common grazing ground for their herds. Put each man upon an
equal footing and the influence of the chiefs and medicine men will disappear :
every new wagon and isolated cabin is a great factor in destroying the influence
and old-time rule of these men. This reserve is capable of supporting vast
herds upon the very best of grazing lands, which can not be utilized for any other
purpose.
Railway. The Pacific extension of the Great Northern Road through this reserve has at no time caused any trouble with the Indians. Through passenger
service was put on August 17, 1892. The station for this agency is Blackfoot,
13 miles northwest from agency.
The schools upon this reservation are the Agency Boarding School
Education.
and the Holy Family Industrial School, the former under the management of
the Indian Bureau and the latter under contract with the Department for the
board, clothing, and maintenance of 100 Indian children. The agency school is
some 18 miles from the agency and 2| miles from Durham on the Great Northern Railway, and 8 miles from Blackfoot Station. The buildings are new, having been occupied only since the 26th January, last. The capacity is or was intended for 75, although 100 can be accommodated. It has never been filled.

A

School now opening for the coming year, it will be filled to the full capacity,
I believe that we will make for the coming year a favorable report of the

and

work done.
The Holy Family

Industrial School is some 5 miles north of the agency, on
Medicine River, on the road from here to Blackfoot Station. The school is
under the management of Rev. Father Bougis, S. J. and a corps of sisters. They
have, during the past year, kept the number of pupils up to the requirements of
their con tract and have done good work. The children under their care have at
all times shown that they were well cared for, and their advancement has been
good. The Indians do not take kindly to the education of their children, although
I think I can see a change more favorable towards schools, particularly among the
men. Most of the trouble about school children comes from the women.
This agency has some 40 children at the Carlisle, Pa., school, and the number
in our two schools here is 200, and upon the opening of the Fort Shaw, Mont.,
Indian school, I am expected to send not less than 30 there there are some 15
from this reservation at other schools this will make 285 school children provided for. For fuller information in regard to the agency boarding school I
refer you to the report of Superintendent Charles H. Robinson, herewith.
Last April I had constructed by voluntary Indian labor under the direcBridges.
tion of the agency carpenter, two abutments and three piers of a bridge across
Two Medicine River, on the road from agency to Blackfoot Station. This bridge
will be 180 feet long when completed, and will do away with the six or eight
weeks' obstruction to wagon travel every spring and fall when the river is on
the rise or freezing. The stringers and lumber needed for the structure I was
unable to get out in the spring, as deep snow in the mountains interfered with
logging operations and prevented me from getting sawmill started. The mill
is now running and I hope to have the bridge finished some time before winter
sets in.
Bolts, rods, and washers for the ironwork it will be necessary to purchase in open market, as they are not furnished with the regular Indian supplies.
An estimate for $84.49 for this purpose, sent to the Indian office last April, received no action. After the considerable amount of faithful work done by the
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Indians on this bridge I hope the Department will see its way clear to make this
small but necessary expenditure.
The health of the Indians has been good. No epidemics have preSanitary.
vailed. The report of Z. T. Daniel, M. D., agency physician, is inclosed.
Census.
Total number 1889. Males, 900; females, 989; males above ISyears, 435;
females above 14 years, 582; school children between 5 and 1(5 years, 483; males,
280; females, 20li. This census shows a decrease of (>4 since last year, accounted
for as follows: The deaths exceeded the births by 11; and I have finally succeeded
in sending back to Canada a number of Northern-blood Indians, who, on the
claim of kinship, etc., have been for some years hangers-on among their more
fortunate brethren on this side of the international boundary line.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE STEELL,

United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN, BLACKFEET AGENCY.
PIEGAN, MONT., September 1, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit this my fifth annual report, since my connection with the
service, and the first from this agency.
I arrived here from the Cheyenne River Agency, S. Dak., March 9, last, and at once entered
upon duty. I find that these Indians are afflicted with the same diseases as the Sioux consumption, scrofula, neuralgia, rheumatism, etc., being the causes of by far the largest percentage of
their deaths. Nearly every death from disease is either due to tuberculosis of the lungs, or to
some other form of that malady. Since writing my last report I have had no occasion to modify
of that disease among Indians, and I invite attention to my last report
my views on the causes
as offering a solution of the question of tuberculosis among them.
The native medicine men have a stronger hold upon these Indians than do those among the
Sioux; it is very common for the friends of the sick to avail themselves of the efforts of both
the agency physician and their own doctors.
I think I have noticed that the Blackfeet are a more intelligent people than the Sioux. They
are brighter, happier, more cheerful, more kindly disposed toward the whites. They have f ewe"r
skin diseases and those of excrementitious origin. Their belief in soap is in advance of some
other tribes, and their personal cleanliness is not far from what it ought to be; in this direction
these Indians are on the up-grade.
The census just completed shows deaths from all causes 81, births 70. As there is no system
of reporting deaths, it is impossible to render a clear idea of all causes, but it can be safely assumed that they are attributable to fatal diseases such as consumption and scrofula. There
has been no epidemic during the year; no homicide nor suicide. The total number of cases
treated is approximated at 600.
The sanitary reports for October, November, December, 1891, and January and February,
The agency was without a physician from De1892, do not appear in the file of office reports.
cember 10, 1891 to March 9. 1892, but medicines were dispensed to the Indians by the agent and
clerk during that interim. The health of the pupils in the schools has been very good, no death
having occurred in either, I believe.
The service is to be congratulated on the revision and enlargement of the medical and surgical nomenclature, and the extension of the medical supply list. As limited appropriations do
not warrant a perpetual medical service, still there is marked improvement within the last four
:

years.

Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,
Z. T.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DANIEL, M.

D.,

Agency Physician,

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF BLACKFEET BOARDING SCHOOL.

BLACKFEET BOARDING SCHOOL,
Blackfeet Agency, Mont., June 30, 189$.
1
SIR: Complying with the requirements of the service I have the honor to submit the annua
of
the
Blackfeet
School
for
the
year ending June 30, 1892.
Boarding
report
New building. Previous to the occupation of the new buildings the school had been badly
housed and equipped, and all of the surrounding conditions had been of the most unfavorable
kind. Laboring under siich disadvantages, I believe the school since its beginning had done
as well as could reasonably be expected of it. The new buildings were occupied January 26.
The furnishings and equipment had not arrived. The naked buildings were all, except a few
We were without cook and laundress. Soon new
indispensable things from the old school.
pupils began to ai'rive to be cleaned, clothed, and led. The new equipment also began to come
and had to be put up. For about a month myself, the matron, the teacher, and the seamstress
constituted all the reliable help, and all had to labor to the limit of human endurance. Then
came a cook and laundress and we were also able to get a mess cook. The agent also detailed
a white employe to help us and we were able to catch our breaths.
Location. The school is located 18 miles northwest of the agency, 8 miles west of Blackfoot station on the Great Northern Railway, and 12 miles east of the base of the main chain of the Rocky
Mountains. It is in the lovely valley of Willow Creek, a fine stream of good water heading in
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the foothills. The scenery is charming and tlie location lacks nothing but shelter. It Is fully
exposed to the mountain blasts. There are patches of land on the creek bottom that are tillaGrass is abundant and of excellent
ble; irf^st of the land^ however, is fit for grazing only.

The elevaticru is 4.540 feet, latitude 48 33', longitude 113 2'. The rainfall is deficient.
Summer frosts are to be expected. On June 22 the ridges were white with snow; that night
be grown if the frost does not
ice formed. By irrigation vegetables and some small grain
There is a patch of warm, sheltered, and very fertile ground within 2 miles which
kill them.
is supplied with water from underneath. This should be utilized to the fullest extent. Timber
suitable for all purposes except sawing is found in the foothills, 8.7 miles distant over a road

quality.

may

that a moderate amount of labor would render practicable for heavy loads during a greater
Limestone is abundant. Saw timpart of the year. Building stone and sand are available.
ber is found at a distance of 13 miles. This is the native home of the sheep. Within 20 miles he
is still found in a state of nature. Indeed, all the wants of a self-supporting pastoral people are

found here.

These conditions indicate the lines upon which the school should be conshould teach the pupils to make the most of their surroundings. They have been
the
against
sheep. They know little of his value, n9thing of his care. It will take
prejudiced
considerable'time to remove this prejudice. They are clever with their hands, and home-made
woolen cloth is among the possibilities of their future. The school should teach the processes of its manufacture.
The school is entirely isolated; but one habitation is in sight. This isolation has many advantages with some disadvantages. By some means of prompt communication with the agency
the disadvantagtes would be ameliorated, and if a good policeman were stationed at the school
they would be almost entirely obviated.
Agricultural work. The main work of the boys, besides the preparation of the wood, has necessarily been garden and farm work. Last year, under Superintendent Bartlett. were raised
20,000 pounds of potatoes, besides turnips, cabbage, and other vegetables. This spring we have
broken and fenced 19 acres and put 15 acres into crop. The weather conditions, however, have
been exceptionably xmfavorable, and the present indications for a crop are not nattering.
Some of the boys are getting to be fair axmen for Indians, The chopping of the wood is the
work they most dread; the wood pile is a terror to them. They rather like the care of stock.
I strongly recommend that a horse-power rotary saw be furnished the school.
Industrial work. The girls have been taught sewing, mending, cooking, and general housework. Under the direction of the matron and seamstress they have assisted in the manufacture
of the following articles:
Line of instruction.

ducted.

It

Suits of underwear

40
70

"

Aprons.

:

..34

Skirts ...
Shirts.

6
70
60

;

Sheets
Pillowcases
Curtains
Roller towels
Hand towels

Washcloths
Nightgowns
Sunbonnets
Linsey gowns
Gingham gowns
Table aprons

2

50
18
_-..
"..

:

1

48
21
23
27
67
15

School. The scholastic work that the school has done can be fairly judged by the following facts.
Pure-blooded Indian children who come into school at 6 or 7 years of age at 10 or 11 speak,
and write English fairly well.
The present classification of the school is as follows:

read,
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Size of buildings. The capacity of the buildings is nearly as follows: The kitchen and dining
will admit of 100 pupils, the two school rooms of 30 each, the sitting rooms of 65, the dormitories using single beds 65, using double beds 85.
Clothing. The clothing f tarnished by the Department is not adapted to this locality. The temperature is subject to sudden and great fluctuations; on a warm day a cold mountain blast may
swoop down upon us chilling to the very marrow; hence woolen clothing should be worn the
year round. The past winter the children had one very poor, part wool suit which went to rags
in less than three months. I was obliged to put them into duck again during the worst part of
the year. For this latitude I wo uld recommend as follows: Shoes fastening with a buckle;
trousers, gray kersey, all wool; shirts, heavy flannel, double breasted; blouses, indigo blue
flannel, lined, and modeled from the regulation army blouse; no vests; caps for everyday
wear; hats for Sunday; underwear.
The clothing should be in such supply that all can be washed.
Attendance. The average attendance has been as follows
First quarter
12.8
Second quarter
36.6
Third quarter
_
53.25
Fourth quarter
59.1

room

:

The cost per pupil for the items of subsistence, clothing, light/and fuel has been $83.
The school is yet to be made. Its equipment is but partial. It wants lockers, cupboards, tables,

benches, screens, storm doors, wainscoting, walks, drains, ditches, fences, outbuildings, fire
protection, water supply, bath room, lavatories, laundry, and many other things.
General. In the effort to civilize the Indian the reservation schools should be a very important
factor. Properly equipped and administered they surely can do much more than the nonreservation schools. They can keep their pupils in touch with their surroundings, and do not turn
them out with a kind of knowledge they can not use, educated but helpless. But the difficulties
attending their efficient administration are very great, perhaps insurmountable. They begin
at the fountain, head, Congress, and permeate every fiber of the service all the way down. It is
a condition of affairs that seems to be without remedy. Some improvement is perhaps all that
can be expected. As it now is what little is done to-day wi.l be undone to-morrow. A capable
man who has conscience and clear ideas as to ends and means will remain in the service only
from a sense of duty. His ideal is impossible of realization or even of approximation. His courage will be crushed and his soul disgusted by finding his efforts continually thwarted by conditions he is powerless to remedy. The result need not be told.
Respectfully submitted.
CHARLES H. ROBINSON, Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OP CROW AGENCY.
CROW AGENCY, MONT., August %%,
In compliance with instructions contained in your circular letter of June
23, 1892, I have the honor to Submit this my fourth annual report of affairs at
this agency for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892
Location.
The Crow Indian Agency is located on the west bank of the Little
Big Horn River, about 50 miles south from Custer Station on the line of the
Northern Pacific Railroad, and about 11 miles south of the military post of Fort
Custer. The Custer battle ground is 2 miles southeast from the ag'ency, the
Custer monument being in plain view from the agency parade ground.
Census.
careful census taken during the month of June shows but a very
slight decrease in the number of the Crow Indians for the past year. Since the
first payment of the semiannual cash annuity funds for the ceded portion of their
reservation under treaty of December 8, 1890, a marked increase in the number
of births has been reported, the cause being apparent.
I regret being unable to
furnish the Department complete statistics as to the number of marriages among
these people and have endeavored to have them report so as to keep an office
record. But the Crows attach very little importance to the marriage ceremony,
feeling much surprised when questioned in regard to it. The following is a
summary of the census
SIR

:

:

A

:

Males over 18 years ._
Females over 14 years
School children between 5 and 18 years
Males and females under 5 years
Total

___

___

_

666
826
554
156

2,202

Farming. There has been a marked improvement in the method of farming by
the Crow tribe of Indians during this year. Also in the manner of caring for their

farming implements, almost every Indian farmer having a shed made from brush
wherein to store his wagons, machines, plows, and tools from the weather when
not in use. The Crows are nearly all supplied with the necessary machinery and
other farming implements required for all purposes, and my annual estimate for
the coming year will show quite a decrease in all articles needed for this industry.
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is very encouraging to the Indian agriculturist on this reservation. Although a late and cold spring, all crops put in have given excellent
results for the time and labor bestowed attending to them. There was an
abundance of rain, in fact too much in the spring, retarding planting of seeds
until rather late. My statistical report, forwarded herewith, exhibits the following estimated yield, which is made from close observation of each district,
being as close to the actual amount as possible, none of the crops being har-

The present year

vested

:

Bushels.

Wheat
Corn

500
750
800

1

-----

Turnips

47

Beans
Oats
Potatoes
Onions

10,725
11,000
95
400

Other vegetables __'
Also thousands of melons and pumpkins.
The Indians are still busily engaged in putting up hay, and from present indications will almost double the amount put up last year. There being up to
date 3,450 tons cut and saved, this is a low estimate, and if disposed of to the
military and other contractors would command at the least $10 per ton, amount-

ing to $34,5CO. Two-thirds of the present tonnage will be disposed of in this
way. Under instructions from the honorable Commissioner of August 11, 1892,
I am compelling all Indians who have teams to work on the irrigating ditches
to retain enough of their hay on hand to feed their stock until the grass becomes
available next year. In this way no delay will be occasioned to Superintendent
Graves for want of teams.
Walter H. Graves, superintendent of irrigation for this reservation,
Irrigation.
arrived on July 4 of this year, but did not get rightly started into work ditching
until the middle of August, when he started; to work on the survey covering
the line of ditch between the agency and the FortCuster military reserve, a distance of 11 miles. This will take under irrigation a large body of fine agricultural land. Rapid progress is being made; there are about 50 Indian teams at
work, which can be increased in number as rapidly as desired. The Indians are
very much pleased in being able to have this labor to perform. They do as good
work as white men and take pride in the doing of it. The ditch will take in a
large number of allotments, all of them being meadow land, giving a certain assurance of a magnificent crop of hay to the owners for the coming season. I
consider that farming under the favorable condition made so by irrigation will
advance those Indians in the direction of civilization with more certainty than
any other mode of life, and in this section there will always be sufficient profit
to satisfy the Indian for moderate labor.
Stock.
The Indian stock is in fine condition and the increase for the past year
was far ahead of all anticipation on my part, showing a marked improvement in
the care taken by the Indian owners of cattle. A great factor in the good results thus obtained was the permission granted those Indians by the honorable
Commissioner, allowing them to dispose of their marketable steers and dry,
barren cows to the contractor for beef, receiving a reasonable price for the same
and giving them an object in looking after the increase of their herds, doing
away to a large extent with the temptation possessed by the Crows, in common
with all other Indians, of eating the young calves. In July I made an issue of
1,000 head of stock cattle to the most deserving Indians who had none issued to
them during former issues. There is quite a growing and laudable desire
among some of them to become possessors of small herds, quite a few having as
high as 75, and several 200 head. The tribe own at the present time 6, 000 head,
individually, and 3,500 head in common, a total of 9,500, besides 8,000 head of
ponies.
Round-up. Our spring round-up of agency and Indian stock has been made.
The same has proven very satisfactory. The season proving favorable, a large
calf

crop was found, over 1,700 being "branded, and

I

expect to brand about 700

more during the fall round-up, which will take place during the latter part of
September. To obtain good results the stock should receive care, and cattle
can not be protected without horses in ample numbers. Owing to this cause
the scarcity of sufficient saddle horses owned by the Government it becomes a
hard matter for me to properly work the range clean, especially where the
country is so large and the cattle owned by the individual Indians so scattered as
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they are on this reservation. A white employe is required to take charge of each
Indian party at the different points where the several round-ups start in, in order
to see that the calves are properly branded, tallied, and given to the rightful
owners, a record being kept of the same for tile in the office. To do this work,
which is very important, seven white employes have to lie detailed. There are
only fourteen head of horses with which to do the riding-, which allows but two
head to each man, when he should have at the very least four head. All cattlemen, with far less cattle to look after than the Government, and less territory
to ride over, never think of allowing less than seven and as high as ten horses
to the man: consequently, when our horses are played out theirs are us fresh as
when started. It is an utter impossibility to keep a good horse long and have
to use him as I am compelled to do for want of a sufficient number to do this
work, and I would urge the necessity of having at the very lowest calculation
twenty head more of horses, in order to save those on hand from becoming
worthless from overwork.
Beef issue. During the past two years a very radical change has been made in
the method of slaughtering and issuing beef at this agency. The beef is killed
in a humane manner by the use of a thin, long, and exceedingly sharp lance, the
animals first being corralled in a small pen covered with hoards on t:>p. upon
which the butcher takes his position, standing directly above the animal and
striking it immediately behind the horns, severing the spinal cord and killing
it without pain and almost instantly.
Women and children are kept away from
the pen, so far as is possible, and when noticed approaching, as they occasionally
do, they are ordered back. In the slaughter house excellent facilities have been
made for suspending the animal during the butchering, and the floor is so arranged that water can be kept running both over and under the same during
the cutting up and issuing, so that perfect cleanliness is the rule. The practice
of issuing the offal was discontinued long ago.
The beef is invariably issued to
the men, unless in case of extreme exigency, and I can not recall an instance
several
months
where
women
have
received
beef. Immediately upon
during
drawing his ration every Indian is'required to leave the vicinity of the slaughterhouse. I have taken considerable time and pains in renovating and improving
the slaughter-house and everything connected therewith. I consider it as near
to being perfect for the business as any to be found in the service. I am greatly
indebted to the Department for many valuable suggestions and aid rendered in
making this part of the agency work (killing and issuing beef) a credit instead
of a disgrace to the service.
Agency buildings. During the' past year most of the agency buildings have been
thoroughly repaired and painted as far as our paint would allow. The employes'
mess house was raised from a story and half to a two-story building, Increasing
its accommodations, which were badly needed, and adding to its general appearAn addition was made to the office 19 by 31 feet. This was built for
ance.
a council room, such being necessary during cold and stormy weather, wherein
the Indians could state their grievances on ration day, the office proper being
too small for large gatherings. The agency school building, a brick structure
70 by 40, with L, two stories high, was completed and received from the contractor
during the year. Since the completion of this building it has enabled the superintendent and myself to conduct the school with more pleasure and better
results than formerly, as the old building was never lit for the purpose intended
for it, and is to-day a very poor excuse, being very poorly constructed and badly
ventilated yet for want of more room I am compelled to use it for the boys' dormitory and quarters for the industrial teacher. On the 2d of February, 1892. I
forwarded a communication calling the attention of the honorable Commissioner
to the necessity for another building of the same dimensions and in accordance
with the plans of the building constructed this year. It is badly needed, as the
old building, besides being unfit for occupancy, is too far from our new school
building to ever permit of using a heating system for both buildings, such a plant
becoming more necessary as the number of pupils increases.
A sewer has become an urgent necessity in order to protect the sanitary condition of the agency. If not attended to the health of the pupils and employes
will suffer as a consequence. Estimates covering' the different classes ,of material
required for the construction of a sewerage system for the agency we re >f or warded
some time ago and an early action in the premises requested of the Department.
Indian houses. Several log houses have been erected by the Indians during the
year. I am greatly pleased that authority has been granted to repair the Indian
houses, under article 6 of their treaty of December 8. 1890, as such repairs were
badly needed. I have always been in favor of the Indians doing as much of this
;
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work as possible; they will then better appreciate their dwellings. That the additional window allowed for each house is a move in the right direction is amply
shown by the number of Indians who wish their houses attended to at once. I
am certain it will be the means of doing away to a greatextent with that gloomy
appearance which has been so detrimental to the agents in trying to induce them
to occupy their houses. An Indian glories in plenty of light", air, and sunshine:
it is his element, a part of his existence.

Indian traders. On the principle that competition is the life of trade we are very
well supplied with traders, having four trading-stores on the reservation situated
as follows: Two are at the agency, conducted by C. T. Babcock and Charles
Spear, respectively, who do a very fair business; the third store is situated
about 20 miles southwest from the agency, at the mouth of Rotten Grass Creek,
on the Big Horn River, and is conducted by H. S. Campbell the fourth store
being 7 miles south of agency on the Little Big Horn River. This store is
conducted by Medicine Tail, a full-blooded Crow Indian, who does a fair business, .having fully his portion of the trade. All of the stores carry a fair stock
of goods, being well supplied with all classes of articles required by Indians and
whites, and at reasonable prices. I am pleased to state that they are conducted
in strict conformity to the regulations" of the Indian Department, and that they
occasion the office no trouble, no complaints being heard from the Indians in re;

gard to them.
Education.
During the past two years the education of the younger portion of
this tribe has been all that an agent could expect or desire. The younger a
child when taken from camp the better the results, showing conclusively that
nurses as well as teachers are required in the education and civilization of' those
children. There are a few cases at the agency and contract schools where children who were taken from camp quite young have repudiated their mother language entirely and refuse to converge in it with their relatives. The agency
school has done good work and I am pleased at the commendable progress made
by the scholars under the efficient supervision of H. D. Arkwright, superintendent, ably assisted by a competent corps of employes. His report, is forwarded
herewith.
I am also pleased to report favorably upon the Montana industrial school, conducted by the Unitarian Society. The school has made much progress during
the year in the advancement and civilization of the scholars under its charge,
and is doing good work. Many improvements have been made by A. A. Spencer,
superintendent in charge of this school, whose report I inclose.
The St. Xavier mission school, under the auspices of the Catholic Bureau of
Indian Missions, is also doing good work. They have completed a large and
substantial brick building with a capacity for 150 pupils, giving them accommodations for 225 scholars. They have a competent corps of teachers and employes
in general. As the report of Rev. R. J. Crimont, superintendent in charge, accompanies this, I shall not further particularize. My thanks are due to the
agency and contract schools for the past year in aidingme to promote the welfare
and ameliorate the condition of the Indians under my charge.
Crimes.
There has been no serious criminal act committed on this reservation
since my taking charge three years ago. The Crows are a very peaceable tribe
of Indians, occasioning no trouble to the surrounding white settlements and
having very few quarrels among themselves. Infidelity, disputes between members of the same family, with occasional complaints as to unlawful possession of
horses and cattle, constitute the calendar, the agent's decision being always considered as final, with such punishment as he may decide upon (chopping wood,
remaining in guard house, etc.,) as just and right.
Morals.
I wish I could say more flattering things of this
people in regard to
their moral standing and improvement, viewing it from the standpoint of a civ-

ilized

community.

There are many causes combining

to

keep down and even

lower the moral status of the Indian, and the greatest of all is their contact with
dissolute whites, such as wood-choppers, freighters, etc., passing through or employed for short periods on the reservation, whose morals, to say the least, are
very far from being perfect. I have never seen a tribe more attached to their
traditions and older customs than the Crows, and beyond a disposition to labor
and earn money, which they exhibit to a marked degree, they do not favor
progress in our civilization. Their vices (immorality) are even to-day deplorable. I have done much during the past two years to crush the formerly open
viciousness, Mt there is yet much to be done ere the Crows will compare with
other tribes in virtue. Consequently the young girls find it all but impossible
to lead virtuous lives. Their own parents, their brothers and sisters urge them
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with no slight degree of vehemence to lead immoral lives the influence of the
whole tribe is brought to bear to turn them from chastity. I have made it a
rule to invariably inflict severe punishment upon the young men for any insult
to the young women of the tribe, but I can not always learn of the facts.
I am
perfectly satisfied of the improved condition of the tribe since my administration commenced, and I believe that another two years will mark far greater im;

provement

in this respect.

The sanitary condition of the Crow Indians has been very good for
the past year. The successful practice of Dr. J. L. Yolton, agency physician in
treating- the ills of those Indians who required his service, has lowered their
esteem for the medicine man to quite an extent, the larger portion of the tribe
preferring the white man's medicine, coming, when ill, a long distance to consult
the doctor. The great drawback to a physician at this agency is the lack of
some place in which to successfully treat a case where care and nursing are required. The Indian gets his medicine and has to return to his teepee, where
cold and exposure tend to aggravate the disease and counteract the efforts of the
physician in the recovery of the patient. Many are lost for want of a hospital in
which to keep the sick until they are well. Such a building would do away with
the practice of the medicine man entirely on this reservation and bring the camp
Indian under the direct care of the physician. Results are what instill confidence in the untutored mind of the savage, and he is not slow in availing himself of that which he is convinced is beneficial.
Indian police. The police force have been obedient and efficient. A few changes
were made during the year, some of the older members retiring to lead an agricultural life, more money being earned by them in attending to their crops and
freighting than in the service of the Government $10, the salary received, being no inducement for them to stay. The present force consists of one captain,
Sanitary.

one lieutenant, and 14 privates.

Employes. The force has been generally efficient and desirous to heed the regulations from your office no changes have been made during the year. The new
nominations, with two exceptions, were made to fill vacancies caused by the
;

resignation of employes.
The Department has aided me in every possible manner, all estimates asked
for being allowed. Inspectors Miller, Gardner, and Special Agent Leonard, of
the Department, also Supervisor Parker, of the schools, have visited the agency
during the year, making a thorough inspection of the condition of affairs. From
all I have received many valuable suggestions and advice, for which I am deeply
indebted.
Inclosed you will find statistics relative to the schools on this reservation and
the agency, all of which is most respectfully submitted. Returning thanks to
the Department for courtesy and consideration extended to me during the past
year.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. P. WYMAN,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF CROW BOARDING SCHOOL.
CROW AGENCY,

MONT., July

11, 1892.

my

third annual report of the Crow Boarding
I have the honor to herewith submit
School, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
50
about
miles south of Custer Station, Union PaThe school is located at the Crow Agency,

SIR

:

Railroad.
Attendance. The total enrollment for the year was 93, 48 boys and 45 girls. The largest number
of pupils in school at any one time was 86, 45 boys and 41 girls. The average attendance by
quarters for the year 1892 was:
cific
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During vacation, July and August, the children are kept at the school, which Is a great advantage over letting them return to their homes, as two months running wild would about
undo the work of the preceding ten. However we took the entire school a distance of about 50
miles up near the mountains and stayed five days, camping out. We gathered about 25 bushels
of plums, which, on our return, were made up into preserves and jelly; the fruit was very acceptable to the children, as our dried-fruit ration did not arrive until February or March.
School work. The class or literary department has continued the entire ten months without
interruption or hindrance of any kind except a vacation of one week during the holidays. The
work has been prosecuted with zeal and fidelity by the two lady teachers in charge, and more
progress has been made by pupils and the school as a whole than in any previous year. The
course of study has been followed as nearly as was practicable, and the children are, with few
exceptions, fully up with the course of study. ^Our examinations for advancement will take
place the last of September, We have no pupils in the advanced grade, as will be seen by the
the following copy of statement of classification of pupils, June 30, 1892.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF MONTANA INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL.

BLAKELEY, MONT., July 15, 1892.
SIR: I hand you herewith statistical report of school for year ending June 30; 1892.
This report shows a marked increase in the amount of field crops and garden vegetables raised at Ramona Ranch during the past year. But there is a much larger area under
cultivation this year than last, and the timely and copious rains of the present sesison have
kept the crops in a thriving condition, and at present there is a line prospect of an abundant
yield of oats, alfalfa, corn, potatoes, melons, beans, peas, carrots, parsnips, beets, onions,
lettuce, radishes, cabbage, tomatoes, pieplant, gooseberries, etc.
Repairs. Careful attention has been given throughout the year to necessary repairs of the building. A new refrigerator, a much needed convenience, has been built a structure 6 by 12 feet, 8
feet high, double walled and divided into two compartments, one for meat, the other for milk, butter,etc. A wagon and tool shed has also been erected, 14by24feet, Sfeethigh. It is made of hewn
cottonwood logs, and will be inclosed with a well-shingled gable roof. As an almost absolute
necessity a small addition will be made to dining room and girls' dormitory. A hard-wood
floor will be laid in boys' playroom. A few changes are to be made in large boys' dormitory,
to afford better and safer accommodations for both pupils and employes. Several of the
chimneys have become somewhat unsafe, and permission will be sought to repair them and
also to build one or two new ones, which are greatly needed, before cold weather again sets in.
Industrial work. The fact that this is an industrial school has not been lost sight of, and no opportunity has been neglected to teach these Crow Indian boys and girls that work is honorable.
To every pupil, some task, adapted to age and strength, has been assigned daily, in order that
industrious habits may become established as a desirable and necessary thing in the life of each.
The ever changing condition in the lives and prospects of the older Indians on this reservation
has furnished a helpful example in teaching these children that work is beneficial.
Education. Yet, while the industrial feature of the school should be constantly emphasized, it
would seem there is no need of tolerating any neglect or inferiority in the intellectual training
which it affords. It needs strong, well-disciplined minds to appreciate the importance
Prom the 1 first it has seemed to me a
of manual labor and to do it cheerfully and well.
matter of absolute justice to the children placed in this school to give them all the knowledge
f
them
best
teachers that can be procured under
and
to
urnish
the
of
receiving,
they are capable
the circumstances. The aim is to make the school successful educationally, in oi'der that it
and
new appointments, entire change
a
so
in
high degree industrially. By resignation
may be
has been made in the teaching force of the school during the year. As newly organized, the
work
is
school
thoroughly systematized; kindergarten, primary, and advanced grades are carefully provided for and placed in the hands of experienced and competent teachers. All elemenare
branches
tary
taught, but particular stress is laid on reading, writing, and the use of the
English language.
This
contract
boarding school is under the management of The American Unitarian
Religion.
Association yet, in no derogatory sense can it be regarded as a sectarian institution. MorTestament type that of the Golden Rule, is constantly insisted on,
New
the
strictest
ality of
utterly doing away with the barbarism of corporal punishment; but no sectarian dogmas are
is
Jesus
inculcated.
pictured to the minds and hearts of these Indian children, as the one holy
man whose example and teachings it is always safe to love and follow. They have been taught
with
marked
to repeat
precision and earnestness, the Lord's Prayer, the parable of the sower
and its explanation, the parable of the Good Samaritan, the Beatitudes, and the Golden Rule.
Reverence is a lovely trait easily engrafted into the minds and hearts of Indian children, and
ours have learned to recite in concert with great enthusiasm the Psalms beginning "The
Lord is my Shepherd," and " The heavens declare the glory of God." They have been taught
unsectarian hymns, masterpieces of reverence, devotion, and purity, favorites, I would fain believe in all denominations and churches. They delight especially in singing patriotic songs,
such as "America,"" " The Star Spangled Banner," " Columbia the Land of the Brave," " Independence Day," Speed our Republic, O Father on High." The school is furnished with a
national flag and the children are learning to love it with earnest devotion.
In regard to sectarianism, it is my desire to make this school as free from it as any Government or public school in the land. And 1 do not forget for a single instant, that the prime purpose in the education of these Indian children is to make them self-respecting, self-supporting,
loyal citizens of the United States a help and not a hindrance in the progress of civilization,
and the evolution of their race in the arts of peace and the virtues of humanity.
The school has been officially and helpfully visited during the year by Agent M. P. Wymau,
Inspector B. H. Miller, and Supervisor O. H. Parker.
A. A. SPENCER, /Superintendent.
Crops.

;

:

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF
ST.

ST. XAVIER'S. SCHOOL.

XAVIER'S MISSION, MONT., August 27,

1892.

SIR: In compliance with general instructions, I have the honor to submit the following report of St. Xavier's Industrial Boarding School for the year ending June 30, 1892:
Education. The work of the past year in this school for the advancement of the Indian was,
I am pleased to say, faithfully done by those intrusted with it, and as faithfully answered by
the pupils. The different branches of elementary knowledge, as specified in the rules for Indian
schools, were taught with unwearied assiduity. A test of the progress made in the schoolroom was exacted publicly every fortnight in the exhibition hall. The exercises consisted in
spelling, reading, declamation, geography, calisthenics, intermixed with vocal and instrumental music, and the children discharged themselves of these to the great satisfaction of all
present. Industry like this, besides other advantages it had, served much to improve the fluency and correctness in speaking, and to do away with that bashfulness and reserve of the Indian child to exhibit before its parents the manners of the white man.
The
Industrial work. The manual work kept even pace with the work of the class room.
boys were employed half the daytime on the farm or in the garden, in plowing, reaping, herdin
the
found
sufficient
and
work
girls
appropriate
cooking, washing, mending
ing, etc., whilst
clothes, knitting, etc.
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The pupils have readily and perseveringly applied themselves to their mental or manual
work and have in both attained a proficiency which is commended by every class of visitors
the teachers and
coming to this place. I take pleasure in attributing these happy results to
employe's who, by their unflinching self-sacrifice and kind management, have been to their
moral
disease of the
the
malignant
pupils a constant stimulus to action and an efficient cure to
Indian, laziness.
The new schoolhouse, of which mention has already been made in the last annual report, was
occupied this year. It is a stately brick building three stories high, furnishing ample room for
ISOpupils. It was built at a cost of $25,000. Besides this, many minor improvements were made,
uch as the building of a baking-oven, the planting of trees, fencing, etc.
I am, sir. respectfully,
H. J. CRIMONT,
Per P. P. PKANBO.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF FLATHEAD AGENCY.
FLATHEAD AGENCY,

August

26, 1S92.

SIR: In accordance with instruction I herewith submit my sixteenth annual
report, with census and accompanying statistics
Census.
The confederated tribos of this reservation consist of the Pend
d'Oreilles, the Flatheads and Kootenais, Chariot's band of Bitter Root Valley
Flatheads, and Michel's band of Lower Kalispels.
:

Chariot's band

:

Total number--

Males above 18
Schoolchildren between
Females above 14
Confederated tribes

6

and

174
54
48
56

16

:

Total

number

1.569
'469
550
349

Males above 18
Females above 14
School children between 6 and 16
Kalispel
Total
:

number

__

Males above 18
Females above 14
School children between 6 and 16
Making- a full total of 1,801 Indians.

58
24
25
8

Advancement. During the years that have marked my service among the confederated tribes of this reservation many great changes must naturally have
taken place that belong to Indian history more than to a synopsis of affairs for
In tie first years of my administration little attention was
the past years.
given by the Indians to agricultural or civilizing pursuits. As the buffalo and
other large game were plentiful, the Indians resorted to the chase on their
ancient hunting grounds for sustenance rather than to the toil of a settled life.
The dwelling house and barn now take the place of the lodge, and well-fenced
fields of meadow, grain, and garden dot the valleys
but, this is rather an enforced condition among many of them, caused by the disappearance of game
and the necessity of gaining a living by the cultivation of the soil and the
adoption of the pursuits of advancing civilization that now surround them.
Among older Indians of the tribes are still found that type described by the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in his speech at Woodstock on the 4th of
July, 1892, where be pictured some of the Indians of to-day as being as distinct
in their life, their manners, customs, traditions, hopes, and aspirations as they
were when th.e white man first set foot on American soil standing aloof and
cherishing toward us bitter hostility. The rising generation educated at this
reservation school show a different disposition, especially where the intermarriage of the boys and girls that have been educated occurs at the time of
graduation, just as they leave school. The experience of teachers attests that
this works admirably. There is no transition from the school to their wild homes,
but from school they start to keep house for themselves on the plan they have
been taught, as attested by teachers and observers. They thus at once continue
the routine of work they have been accustomed to, and the balance of their
;
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with whom they now come in more frequent contact, are improved by their
industrious example and general good behavior. The new educated couples give
certain tone to their nation, and the effect is beneficial and elevating.
Last year the crops were excellent and produced an unusually large
Crops.
yield of wheat and oats that commanded good prices. This encouraged the Indians to make greater efforts to produce crops; therefore the acreage put under culcold season followed the plan ting, and
tivation this year was nearly doubled.
when warm weather came it was intensely hot, with drying winds that stunted the
growth, and will probably cause limited crops this year. However, where irrigation was obtainable drought and hot, drying winds had but little effect, and in such
districts full crops will be harvested, thus carrying out views before expressed that
irrigation is absolutely necessary for an abundant field at harvest time. Different conditions prevail" upon different Indian reservations.
Factions.
The inhabitants of this reserve are of such mixed character that it
is one of the most trying and difficult tasks to keep them in order and to overcome their jealousies and prejudices against each other. Here we have the
original confederated bands of Pend d'Oreilles, Flatheads, and Kootenais, that
signed the Stevens treaty of 1855. To those are added Lower Kalispels of the
Columbia River, the Kootenais of northern Idaho, the half-breeds of Canadian
and Scotch extraction from nearly all other Indian reservations, and Chief
Chariot's band of Bitter Root Flatheads. The latter are the most incorrigible
of all the bands and factions on this reserve, owing mostly to the fact that the
young Indians were raised without the restraint of reservation rules in the
Bitter Root Valley, where the saloons and gambling houses were open to them
when they had money to spend.
Chief Chariot's Band.
Chief Chariot is an Indian with a grievance, who is
always complaining of broken promises from the Government. On his visit
to Washington in 1884 he refused to remove with his people from the Bitter
Root Valley to this reservation or to accept any proposition made to him by
the honorable Secretary of the Interior. All unfulfilled promises that he now
complains of, he states, were made to him in the Bitter Root Valley, Montana,
by an accredited official of the Indian Department. In connection I respectfully
refer to Senate Ex. Doc. No. 70, Fifty-first Congress, first session, with which
was transmitted the report of Gen. Henry B. Carrington upon the matter of the
surrender and appraismant of lands (and improvements thereon) in the Bitter
Root Valley, in Montana, which are covered by patents issued to certain Flathead Indians under the act of Congress approved June 5, 1872 (17 Stats., 226).
Gen. Carrington was successful in removing Chief Chariot and his band to this
reservation. That chief is a nonprogressive Indian opposed to education and
advancement ;, opposed to the Indian court of offenses and Indian police paid by
the Government; opposed to civilized dress, and threatened to take the Indian
children of his band from school if their hair was cut. I believe his influence
can not hold long in the light of education and civilization in his new surroundings upon this reservation. Up to the present date the register of receipts issued by the receivers of public money at Missoula, Mont., for lands sold from
October 6, 1891, belonging to the Bitter Root Indians under act of March 2, 1889,
foots up $14,674.53 from sale of seventeen pieces of land. Among other things,
the chief claims that money from the sale of each piece of land was promised to
be sent at once for distribution to the owners or heirs of the same.
Chief Eneas' Band of Kootenai Indians.
In my last annual report I gave an outline of the trouble caused by the survey of that portion of the boundary of the
Flathead Indian Reservation lying west of Flathead Lake and north of Clarke's
Fork of the Columbia River. I recommended in special report that the Kootenai
Indians at Dayton Creek should get title to the land they always considered belonging to them under the terms of the Stevens treaty of 1855, which was cut off
from the reservation by the Harrison survey, under contract dated April 18, 1887.
1 received instructions from the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs to forward a description of the land claimed by the Indians to the local land office of the
district in which the lands are situated; also to call the attention of the local
land officers to the General Land Office circular relative to the lands in possession of Indian occupants, issued October 27, 1887, whereby registers and receivers are everywhere instructed to peremptorily refuse all entries and filings
attempted by others than Indian occupants upon lands in possession of Indians
who have maie improvements of any value whatever thereon.
On the 23d of September, 1891, I commenced making the allotments as designated by the Indians to nineteen claimants, all being over 21 years of age
and each the head of a family, this number of allotments being all the lands
tribe,

A

;
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that the Kootenai Indians claimed or asked for outside of the point half-way in
latitude between the northern and southern extremities of the Flathead Lake
as established by Deputy United States Surveyor Harrison, who ran the line due
west therefrom. As the land in question was unsurveyed at the time I made the
allotments, I believe that no prior valid adverse claim to the land applied for can
be sustained. This allotment will have the effect of satisfying- the Indians that
no attempt has been made by the Government, in making the survey, to take from
them any land that they have heretofore claimed or occupied in the honest beIn Septemlief that such land was inside of the boundary of the reservation.
ber, 1891, I inclosed to your office receipt from the register and receiver of
local land office for said applications, numbered from 1 to 19. In special report to the Indian Office it has been fully set forth that white men came upon
several of the allotments made to the Kootenai Indians, and that Chief Eneas
made bitter complaint of such encroachments. As instructed from the office of
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date July 2, 1892, 1 informed Chief
Eneas of the following clause in that letter
As soon as the Indian allotment applications belonging to members of his band
shall have been transmitted to the Indian Office by the General Land Office for
consideration and action, and the lands covered thereby shall have been allotted
to the respective Indian applicants upon satisfactory proof of their being entitled
thereto under existing laws, steps will be taken through the proper authorities
to place each allottee in possession of his lands in order that he may enjoy the
full, free, peaceable, and uninterrupted use and occupancy thereof.
:

The jumping of land by white men discouraged the Dayton Creek Indians
from making much effort to cultivate the soil this year, and consequently very
little will be raised by the Indians at that place.
The nonreservation Indians of Northern Idaho. Under date of October 21, 1891, the
honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs wrote
:

Referring to your letter of July 14, 1891, reporting that the nonreservation Kootenai Indians
of Northern Idaho requested permission to be allowed to remove to and settle upon the Plathead Reservation, seeing that it was, as they said, hopeless for them to retain the lands where
they now reside, and reporting also that the Indians of the Flathead Reservation had given
them a cordial invitation to share their reservation with them, I have to advise you that the
whole matter was submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his consideration on the 27th
of August last, and. as indicated in my telegram to you of this date, the Secretary authorized
me to instruct you to use every proper means to induce the said nonreservation Kootenais to
remove to and settle on the Flathead Reservation. We also authorize the use of $5,000 of the
funds for the relief of destitute Indians for the purpose of supplying the nonreservation Kootenais with food and other necessaries of life, providing they shall remove and settle upon the
Jocko or Flathead Reservation.

Upon my first visit to the Kootenais in northern Idaho a delegation of five of
headmen was sent to the Flathead Reservation to look at the country, con-

their

sult with the tribes, and report back whether it would be advisable to remove.
After remaining some time on the reserve they returned to Idaho and advised
the removal of the tribe to settle among the reservation Kootenais at Dayton
Creek. Isaac, the head chief, fully indorsed the removal, but Moise, the second
chief, objected, stating that he preferred to live with the British Kootenais, and
if pressed to remove would go with his followers across the British line to reside among their relatives. It was found that there were three factions. One
party would go to this reservation, some families take allotments in Idaho, while
Moise and his followers would cross the boundary into British possessions. The
close of this year will find this matter disposed of, as I have been authorized by
the Indian Commissioner to make allotments to the families who desired to remain, while some families have already arrived on the reserve and others are

following.
Chief Michel's band of Lower Kalispels.
Under an agreement made with the Northwest Indian commission, in 1887 this band of Indians removed to this refeervation.
As reported last year, the terms of the agreement have not yet been ratified by Congress, and, as usual in such cases, the agent is held responsible
by the
Indians for inducing them to leave their homes in the Kalispel country, in Idaho,
under promises which are not yet fulfilled. They have built log cabins, fenced
in fields, and with the aid of a small amount of supplies issued them at the agency
they make out to live.
Police and court of Indian offences.
This branch of the service continues to be a
source of annoyance, mainly on account of the opposition of Chief Chariot and
his band of recent removals to this reserve. That chief is disposed to be jealous
of the judges, and professes. to believe that their appointment is an innovation
upon the power and influence of the chief, a'ld advocates a volunteer force of
police, named by 'himself and to act under his control. Learning that some of
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the police and judges were inclined to cater to his views, at the close of the fiscal
year I reorganized the force and forwarded to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
a new list for confirmation. The gradual breaking up of tribal relations and consequent waning power of the chiefs is the cause of the opposition to the court of
Indian offenses and to the police, The sooner tribal relations are broken the
better for all classes of Indians, particularly for the rising generation of educated youth.
Crime.
Outside of gambling and drinking, occasional horse-stealing, and
elopements, no serious crime in the way of murder or outlawry has come under
my notice during the year.
Sickness prevailed during cold and damp weather of spring, and a
Sanitary.
great many deaths occurred, principally among the children in Indian homes.
At school the health of the children was exceedingly good.
The industries pursued at this reservation consist of stock-raising, tilling the
soil, and raising crops of various kinds.
A few of the young Indians have acquired a knowledge of blacksmithing, carpentry, shoemaking, painting, and saddle and harness making, and work at
the trades wherever employment can be secured. A herd of buffalo, consisting
of about seventy head, has been raised on the reservation by men of Indian blood.
Negotiations are .being carried on to have them exhibited at the Columbian
Exposition.

Allotments in severalty.
The chiefs bitterly opposed the allotments of land in
severalty, and are upheld in their prejudices by most of the full-blooded Indians
of the reservation. No allotment has yet been made to any Indian within boundary. Great prejudice prevails against a survey of any kind, and the chiefs and
Indians constantly state that a "measurement " of land means a robbery of the
Indians. There are some of the young and more enlightened Indians who desire
allotments and titles to their lands, but it is unpopular to discuss it, and they
are silent on the subject. Nearly every head of a family on this reservation occupies definite, separate, though unallotted tracts, and their fences or boundary
marks are generally respected. They also live in houses, and a majority of their

homes present a

thrifty, farm-like appearance.
hardly necessary to state that the industrial school at St. Ignatius Mission, on this reservation, is classed by officials of the Indian Department,
as well as those who are interested in the education of Indian youths, as one of
the most perfect institutions of its kind on any Indian reservation in the United
States. The total number 'of pupils enrolled during the fiscal year 1891-'92
amounts to 423 ; 75 of this number are cared for by the Ursuline nuns in the
kindergarten, an institution which, though in operation but two years, proves to
be the most beneficial one both for the moral and physical training of the little
ones. The Indian mothers and fathers already appreciate this fact and willingly
give their little ones to the care of the nuns.
All the buildings for boys, girls, and babies are kept in excellent condition.
They are well-finished frame buildings, furnished with all modern improvements. Three of the boys of the school were married to school girls in
the course of the year. The missionaries built dwelling houses for these couples, the sisters fitted them out with furniture, cooking utensils, etc., and they
Education.

It is

were provided with agricultural implements from the agency. The children
at the school during vacation, about 200 in number, lived during a
month under large tents, pitched on the loveliest and healthiest spots of the reservation, near mountain lakes and streams where there is plenty of fishing, gunning, boat-riding, bathing, and athletic sports of all kinds. As to trades, produce, and expenses, information is carefully given in the school statistics.
St. Ignatius Mission school erected near the agency during this fiscal year a commodious school building for the children of Chariot's band, lately removed to this
reservation from the Bitter Root Valley. The fathers have already spent over
$4,000 on this school. It is managed and maintained on the same solid principles of the main school, of which it is a branch and preparatory department. All
of the Indian- school buildings on this reservation erected under the auspices of
the missionaries of St. Ignatius Mission, both for boys and girls, are not sur-

who remained

passed in the State of Montana for beauty of architecture, ventilation, modern
improvements, accommodation of pupils, healthful surroundings, and attractiveness. In my report for 1890 I stated that a kindergarten was added to the school
by the faculty. The result has been most satisfactory.
Missionary work. The missionary labors are in the hands of the Jesuit fathers,
who, as yearly reported, devote their lives to the work of Christianizing, civilizing, and educating the Indians. Owing to their devoted work the Indian inhabi-
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tants of this reservation are steadily gaining- an advance over all other tribes in
Montana in religion, civilization, farming, and other pursuits. The sanctity of
marriage is generally respected, and unlawful cohabitation is punished by the
tribal laws.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PETER RON AN,

U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OP FORT BELKNAP AGENCY.
FORT BELKNAP AGENCY, August 18,

1892.

SIR: In accordance with instructions, dated June 23 last I have the honor to
submit my fourth annual report of this agency for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1892.
The reservation.

This reservation is known as the Fort Belknap Diminished Reservation, and is occupied by GrosVentre and Assinniboine Indians. Its limits
were fixed under an agreement made January 1, 1887, and approved May 1, 1888,
and it Contains 840 square miles, or 537, 600 acres. Of this amount only about
45,000 acres are fit for farming purposes, the remainder forming an excellent
stock range as good as any in this country. The bottom land along the Milk

River is composed of a sandy loam of great depth and unexcelled fertility, and
the narrow valley of Peoples Creek is of the same character. Very large crops
of grain and vegetables are raised where water can be had for irrigation or
where the rainfall is sufficient. The general character of the country is what
is termed rolling prairie, with narrow valleys of great fertility, everywhere covered with the most nutritious grass, upon which stock of all kinds thrive throughout the year.
The census, taken a few days ago, shows a decrease of 150 in the number of these
Indians during the past year. The following is a summary of the census
:

Males above 18 years of age
Females above 14 years of age
School children between the ages
Children under 6 years of age
Total

of 6

391
507
384
295

and 16 years
_

-.

1,577

This large decrease is owing to a number of Indians who have gone north and
who could not be found on taking the census.
The past year has been a most satisfactory one for agricultural reAgriculture.
The crops of grain and vegetables were very large and of excellent qualsults.
The farmers realized handsome returns from their year's work and were
ity.
highly pleased with the result.
This branch of agricultural life is the one for which the Indian
Stock-raising.
He has a special aptitude for a herdsman's vocation. A good
is best fitted.
horseman, he takes a great pleasure in riding around looking after his stock.
He also understands the care of animals and feels an interest in the business.
Farming entails hard work and calls for the exercise of an intelligence which
he does not possess and is unwilling to acquire. The country, too, is far better
adapted for stock-raising than farming, on account of its aridity. Hence my impression that the future independence of the Indian rests mainly on the hope of
his becoming a successful herdsman.
The Indian police. The policemen have been very attentive to their duties during the year. Only a few cases of disorderly conduct occurred of a trifling character, which speaks well for the general behavior of the Indians. Drunkenness,
too, has become a very rare occurrence, and forms a strong contrast to the
course of these people a few years ago. This is a vast gain, for a drunken
Indian is an indescribable evil. The brutal instinct, inflamed by the compound
known as Indian whisky, is something beyond the power of most pens to portray.
The decrease of drunkenness has led to an increase of morals, for the main
disposing cause of the degradation of the women, was to procure means to indulge the passion for liquor. I am very much pleased to be able to announce
the decrease of immorality and drunkenness.
Houses.
The homes of many of the farmers have been much improved by the
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lumber furnished them by the sawmill.

Many comfortable additions have been
put in their houses. The Indians furnished the logs at the mill
and also assisted at the sawing. In the course of a couple of years the character of their homes will undergo a marked change for the better, both in appearance and comfort.
Stock.
The eight hundred head of cows and calves furnished last September
was greatly appreciated by these people, and forms an important addition to the
stock already in their possession. The great benefit to be derived from this
stock will very materially assist them on the road to independence; for, as previously noted, I regard stock as the main factor in lifting these Indians from dependence upon the Government. The Indians have taken good care of the
stock, and the losses so far have been trifling. There is also a very marked
improvement in the character of the colts bred from the stallions purchased a
couple of years ago. Quite a number of fine young half-breed animals are noticeable, which will make good serviceable work stock.
The school at St. Paul's Mission has been well attended during the
Education.
year and good progress has been made. Great care has been taken in the educational and moral training of the children, witfr successful results.
The boarding school at this agency was opened on the 1st of last September
with an enrollment of 50 pupils, which number was increased to 80 in a short
time, the accommodations being limited to this number. However, some changes
are being made by which the attendance can be increased to 100 during the coming year. The school has made excellent progress during the time it has been
in session, and the superintendent, teachers, and employes have performed their
duties in a capable and satisfactory manner. The health of the pupils continued
pretty good throughout the year until the measles attacked nearly all the children about the time of closing, June 30 last. No deaths resulted and all are now
recovered. Dr. Carroll gave strict professional attention to the cases, which no
doubt led to the successful recovery of the children. The bad alkaline water
which is so serious a menace to the health of the pupils will, I trust, be soon
removed by getting the water from Snake Butte.
The character of the country renders the repair of roads an easy matEoads.
ter, as the material to be found almost every where for the purpose is fine gravel,
which forms a splendid roadbed. The repairs made during the year have added
to the ease of animals hauling loads, as well as smoothness of travel. It is important that the Indians should be taught to realize the benefits accruing from
this work, systematically carried on.
Allotments N o allotments of land have yet been made, but the Indians are
favorable to taking their land in severalty if the proper surveys were made.
Many of them are, however, located on places that they intend holding when the
time comes for taking up their land in severalty, and have made substantial
improvements with this view.
Health.
The sanitary condition of these people has been very good, but few
deaths occurring, except from old age. Nearly all the sick visit here or are visited by the agency physician, and but a very few of the old and superstitious
resort to the tomfoolery of the "medicine man." The people generally have
been attentive to their work and performed their duties in a peaceful, orderly
made and

floors

manner.
The annual

statistics are

herewith, together with the report of superintendent

of school.
for the prompt attention and courtesy extended to
during the past year,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
A. O. SIMONS,
U. ti. Indian Agent.

Thanking the Department

me

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF FORT BELKNAP INDUSTRIAL BOARDING
SCHOOL.
FORT BELKNAP, MONT., August

16, 1892.

SIR: In accordance with the rules for Indian schools I have the honor to submit the following, the first annual report of this school:
Attendance. I arrived here on the 18th of July last, and the school was formally opened September 7 with an attendance of 50 pupils, a number which increased to 91 before the close of the
year. The average attendance during the year was 71; highest attendance at one time, 88;
average age of pupils, 9 years; 65 per cent of pupils being boys.
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A large majority of the pupils were taken directly from the camps, never having received any
instruction in English, thus making the suppression of Indian speaking very difficult in fact,
impossible during the early part of the year. I am glad to note a great improvement in this
direction during the last term of school. Indian speaking is strictly prohibited and the use of
English persistently encouraged.
Industrial work. The industrial work among the boys has consisted of cutting wood, digging
coal, keeping on hand a supply of water, caring for school stock, keeping grounds and buildings
in good condition, repairing, painting, etc. In addition to this the boys have assisted very
much in the kitchen and laundry and other domestic departments of the school, the small size
of the girls making such help necessary.
The girls have been regularly detailed for work in the kitchen, dining room, laundry, and
sewing room, also for the care of their own building. The work in the sewing room has consisted of making clothing for the girls and mending for both boys and girls. The material and
clothing furnished is not durable, making the work very difficult.
Education. The schoolroom work was outlined in my report for the first quarter. The school
is now graded as closely as possible, and with the additional help which has been authorized
for the coming year we hope to do good work in this department. In this connection I would
state that very few schoolroom supplies were asked for or furnished during the year, and we
depended to a great extent upon books, etc., remaining from the agency day school formerly
are now running low, and I would respectfully recommend
conducted here. These supplies
"
that the "Annual Estimate for 1892-' 93 be acted upon and the books, stationery, etc., asked for
thereon be sent us at the earliest possible date. The early arrival of these goods will materially
assist us in the schoolroom work.
Additions. A warehouse and a carpenter shop have been added to the school plant during the
year. All the frame buildings and roofs have been painted. Cattle yards, pig pens, etc., have
been built, and considerable indoor carpenter work has been done. Still more of the latter
work would add to the convenience and comfort of the school. I would also recommend the
building of additional board walks and fencing.
An estimate of brass instruments for the equipment of a small band in connection with the
school was furnished your office, but was not considered, owing to lack of funds. I would again
respectfully recommend the purchase of these instruments.
Health. The health of the pupils, with one exception, has been excellent, the greatest credit
for which is due to the excellent agency physician, Dr. J. V. Carrol. The exception noted was
an epidemic of measles, which occurred during the last term of school. Over 48 cases were
treated, and all of them successfully.
It is with the deepest sorrow that I record one death at the school during the year. The victim was my only child, a little boy, who was born at Grant Institute, Genoa, Nebr., and died
here of pneumonia, on the llth of March last, aged 9 months.
In this connection 1 desire to acknowledge the uniform kindness and cheerful assistance of
Agent A. O. Simons, both in my personal trouble and in matters more intimately connected with
the conduct of the school.
The school enters upon its second year of existence with bright prospects for a successful session. With a good plant in a healthful location, with an abundant supply of fuel, with the promise of an early and satisfactory solution of the question of water supply, with increased facilities and conveniences in other directions, and with the past year's experience of employe's and
pupils, we feel justified in anticipating improvement and still greater success. One of our aims
here has been to secure the confidence of the Indians, and in this we appear to have succeeded.
Runaways have been infrequent occurences, and very little coercion has been necessary to secure attendance.
I transmit this report through the office of agent, as per regulations.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
,

BYRON DEEFFENBACH,

Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF FORT PECK AGENCY.
FORT PECK, MONT., AuqustU,

1892.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of affairs at this agency
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892:
The reservation. The reservation lies between the one hundred and fourth and the
1

one hundred and seventh meridians and the forty-eighth and forty-ninth parallels
north latitude. It is 100 miles long and 40 miles wide, and contains, therefore, about 4,000 square miles.
Poplar Creek runs in a diagonal course from the
northwest to the southeast corner of the reservation. It is also watered by the
the
Porcupine, Milk River and their branches. The MisMuddy, Wolf Creek,
souri River forms the entire southern boundary of the reservation. There are
large bodies of cotton wood timber along the Missouri River, but none elsewhere.
The land, without irrigation, is unfit for anything except grazing purposes.
The agency. The agency is located one -quarter of a mile from Poplar station,
on the Great Northern Railway, about 65 miles west of the boundary line between
Montana and North Dakota. It consists of a full complement of agency buildings with the exception of police quarters and blacksmith and carpenter shops.
These buildings are old log structures and should be replaced with frame buildings. With the above exceptions, all buildings are in good repair and well adapted
to the requirements of the agency.
The subagency. The subagency is located at Wolf Point, on the line of the Great
Northern Railway, 23 miles west of the agency. It has good substantial buildof
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ings, all of which are in good repair. All log buildings have been torn down
and rebuilt within the last two years. The employes there are farmer in charge,
blacksmith and wheelwright, assistant farmer, interpreter, and six Indian police.
The Assinniboine Sioux all live there and all business transacted with them is
accomplished at that point.
Indian population.
The Indian population consists of Santee, Uncapapa, Yanktonais, and Assinniboine Sioux, with perhaps an addition of half a dozen of other
northern tribes. Of these the Assinniboine Sioux are the most tractable and
easy to manage, being also the most thrifty and industrious they are hardly
equal to the remainder in natural ability and capacity. The Santee Sioux are
the most disagreeable and difficult to handle, although they are superior to the
others in natural and acquired ability.
;

The

census.

Yanktonais, Santees, etc
Assinniboines . _

_

Total Indian population
Males
L
Females
Males above 18 years old
Females above 14 years old

Children of school age
Males

1,

__

935
960
975
739
697

:

230
205

Females
Total

a

1,234
701

435

The Indians all live in log houses, constructed by themselves, and as
Occupation.
Each family has a small patch of ground, broken
rule, a little distance apart.

and fenced in with a strong and substantial wire fence. This ground is plowed
every year and planted in "squaw corn," potatoes, and garden stuff. They take
excellent care of these gardens, but usually raise nothing. But two decent crops
have been raised by these Indians in the last ten years.
Considerable attention has been devoted to the raising of horses. Eight excellent stallions have been purchased, two of them being full-blooded Clydesdale. A large number of valuable mares have been issued, the increase of which
and the improvement in the increase of the native stock will, in time, be a source
of considerable revenue to them. Not much attention has been paid to the
raising of cattle, but, in my judgment, some should be issued to them.
Educational.
The agency boarding school is the only school on the reservation.
On the 23d of November there was an enrollment of 189. With this enrollment
and the number attending other schools, every child belonging to this reservation
of school age and sound health was attending some school.
On November 23 the two large school buildings were consumed by fire, a full report of which will be found inthereportof the superintendent herewith inclosed.
The only school building left was the old log building built about ten years
ago. This building had not been used for the last two years and was very much
put of repair. It was put in as good repair as possible and other vacant buildings contiguous to the school were fitted up, and in about two weeks the school
started again with an enrollment of about eighty. In spite of the many disadvantages under which we were laboring the best and most successful work has
been accomplished of any period during the history of the school.
On the 28th of June bids were opened for the erection of four large brick buildings for school purposes, but as the price for their construction was considered too
high they were rejected by the Department. The outlook for the school for 1he
coming year is anything but brilliant and inviting. There are about 200 children
on the reservation who, willingly or unwillingly, would attend school if accommodations were furnished them. We have nothing but the old log building * which,
after expensive repairs are made on the same, will accommodate about 50. The
sanitary conditions of the building are very poor. The building is one story
and a half high. The dormitories being on the second floor are, of coui se,tnere
attics.
While ample school facilities are provided for these children off the
reservation, I doubt very much whether we will be able to induce any great
number to attend them of their own free will and accord although every possible effort will be made in that line. During the past two years about 75 pupils
,

* Since this report

was written

this old log building has also burned.
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have been transferred to Carlisle and other schools, all of whom went with the
consent of themselves and their parents. This is about all that could be reasonably expected to transfer unless "the Dapartment makes it a matter of compulsion and force. The full report of Superintendent Baker, herewith inclosed,
renders further comment by me unnecessary.
The Presbyterian church has mission property at the
Missionary work.
agency, subagency, and other parts of the reservation. The mission work is
under the charge of Rev. E. J. Lindsay and a corps of native helpers. Various
religious services are being constantly held at different points on the reser vaQuite a
tion, and the Indians are manifesting considerable interest in them.
number have joined the church. There has been a marked increase in the
number of marriages legally consummated.
Crime.
No serious crime has been committed on the reservation. In April,
James Gardner was shot and killed by his son, a half-breed boy belonging to
this reservation. As the act occurred off the reservation, the civil authorities
were notified, but after investigation, declined to do anything in the matter.
The case was then taken up with the Department, and the boy was ordered sent
to the Minnesota State Reform School, at Red Wing, Minn. In May I caused
the arrest of a white man, living just across the reservation line, for selling
liquor to Indians. After an examination before the United States commissioner he was bound over to await the action of the United States grand jury.
This court was erected one year ago. All trivial matters
Court of Indian offenses.
of dispute among t'ne Indians and all petty crimes have been referred to it for
adjudication. Their decisions, in the'main, have been just and fair. A new departure was taken this year in the mode of selecting them. The reservation was
divided into three districts and a regular election held in each. This election
was by ballot and at it electioneering, log-rolling, wire-pulling, and all the etcetera of an election in civilized life were to be seen. I consider the court an
institution well worthy of maintenance by the Department.
Indian police. Better and more efficient work has been done by the police than
heretofore. Greater care has been exercised in the selection of the members
composing it. All orders have been promptly and cheerfully carried out. The
police perform a service for the agent that could be obtained in no other way,
and I can hardly see how an agency could be successfully managed without the
aid of this valuable adjunct.
The military. Two companies of the Twentieth Infantry are located at Camp
Poplar River, one-half mile from the agency. One company is composed of Indians, recruited almost entirely from the agency. Through the indefatigable
efforts of the officers of said company they have been brought to a high state of
efficiency in the discharge of their duties as soldiers.
Eoad work In accordance with orders from the Com missioner, a set of rules
and regulations for road work were formulated and sent to him for approval.
They were approved and have been carried out to the letter. Four bridges have
been built. One of them across the Big Muddy contains over 11,000 feet of
sawed lumber. I estimate the actual value of this bridge at about $1,500. The
roads have also been extensively repaired and this work will be pushed on the
coming year.
The Great Northern Railway. The dispute between the Indians and the Great
Northern Railway relative to the former taking gravel from the reservation for
the purpose of ballasting their track has been satisfactorily adjusted by the
company paying a satisfactory price and the Indians giving in return a ten-year
lease for the land desired.
satisfactory arragement has also been made for
the payment of all stock heretofore killed and for the adjudication of such
claims as may arise in the future.
Land. There has been norland on the reservation allotted in several ty, and
the Indians appear to manifest no interest whatever in this matter.
Indian traders. There are two trading stores on this reservation. Both carry
good stocks of goods.

A

The health of the Indians has been generally good. No epidemic
any character has prevailed. The Indians are calling more and more on the
agency physician for his services, and appear to be losing confidence in their
"native medicine men."
Some years ago an irrigating ditch about 7 miles long was taken
Irrigation.
out of Poplar Creek, but has been of no value whatever, for the reason that a
properly constructed dam has never been built at the head of said ditch. It
would cost about $3,000 to build one, and the work could all be performed by
Sanitary.

of
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Indians. When complete it would irrigate about 4,000 acres of agricultural and
lands. Estimates for this purpose are now pending.
The Department. Inspectors Miller and Gardner, Special Agent Leonard, and
Supervisor Parker have visited the agency during the year on official business.
The department has been very liberal in allowing such estimates as have been
made by me, and I return my sincere thanks for their kind and courteous treat-

hay

ment.
Employes. My sincere thanks are due to the agency and school employes for
the careful and efficient manner in which they have discharged their several

duties.
I

am,

sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. R. A.
17.

.

SCOBBY,
Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF FORT PECK BOARDING SCHOOL.
FORT PECK, MONT., August 15,

1892.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of this school for the year ending June
30, 1892:

School opened on the 16th of September with an attendance of 113 pupils, and by the 23d of
the attendance had increased to 189. On the 23d of November the two large frame
buildings were consumed by fire. Immediately after supper the flames were seen issuing from
the attic of the two-story building, and all efforts to save the buildings were in vain. The greater
part of the clothing and bedding were saved, yet the Indians carried off a great deal. When
the fire was first discovered it was confined entirel^Jo the attic, therefore the cause must have
been a defective flue. Happily no lives were lost. After the fire there was but one thing to do,
and that was to repair the old log building and begin anew at the old stand. The pupils, with
the exception of a few who remained to assist, went to their respective homes, and the agent
furnished the employe's lodging in his house. The school employ 6s, with the help of the agent,
began repairing, and after two weeks' work of chinking, flooring, ceiling, papering, etc., the
building was considered habitable.
Work began again in the literary department on the 8th of December and closed June 30 for
vacation. The school has been laboring under many disadvantages during the year.
Owing to sickness, the principal teacher was not with us until the 1st of January, On October
18 Miss Hornaday, a teacher, was called to the bedside of her dying mother and brother and a
few days after she reached home fc,he, too, sickened and died. Miss Hornaday was a most excellent teacher and has been missed by the school. Since the fire the accommodations available for these pupils in attendance have not been what the interests of the school require, but
were as good as could be expected; nevertheless the school has made marked progress. The
children have manifested a greater interest in their work, play, and study than in previous
years, and have done cheerfully all tasks assigned them. The employe's have furnished the
school croquet sets, balls, bats, checkers, etc., have taken part in the games, and have worked
unitedly for the success of the school.
Two meetings are held each month, an employes' and a teachers' meeting, at which time any
subject pertaining to the advancement of the schooi may be discu.ssed and I can say that these
meetings are great auxiliaries to success of the employes as well as to the welfare of the school.
Evening exercises have consisted of language and object lessons, and it is far more beneficial
to the pupils in the primary grade than one hour of study.

November

;

Number of pupils enrolled during the year
Number of deaths

207
85

Average attendance

New pupils added.
Pupils ran away.
away
Runaway pupils retiirned

.

56

.

The following
i892:

is

1

a statement of the classification of pupils during the year ending June 30
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Daring the past year the .school has had ample supply of vegetables, and these children have
been well clothed and properly fed. Their health has been exceptionally good, and no epidemic
any kind has prevailed.
The work in the sewing room has been augmented, owing to most of the boys' clothing for
everyday use not being made in proper proportion. The pants are too small in the seat and
waist for the length of inside seam of leg, and the coats too small in the back for the length of
of

the sleeves.

In the laundry there has been a regular number of large boys detailed to do nearly all the
washing, and the girls do the remainder of the work in this department. The school is well
supplied with sheets, tablecloths, napkins, night robes, linen handkerchiefs, stocking supporters, and all other needed articles of dress for the boys and girls.

The number of acres under thorough cultivation is 16, which consists of corn, 4 acres: potatoes, 8 acres; cabbage, 1 acre; turnips, 1 acre: and other garden vegetables, 2 acres. Owing
to the hot winds, together with the past month of very dry weather, there will not be more than
a half of a crop.

Sabbath school is held every Sunday morning and services in the evening, also prayer meeting every Wednesday evening.
We appreciate the many pleasant helps sent the school by Miss Sparhawk and other eastern
friends. All legal holidays were observed with suitable exercises, and children's day, June 12,
will long be remembered by the pupils of the school.
With thanks for the kindness, assistance, and courtesy extended by the agent,
I am, your obedient servant,
J. L.

BAKER,

Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF TONGUE RIVER AGENCY.
TONGUE RIVER AGENCY, MONT., August

19, 1892.

In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to submit the following", my second annual report of affairs at this agency, together with statistics
and census of Indians
Eeservation. This, the Northern Cheyenne Reserve, as set aside by Executive
order dated November 26, 1884, is located in Custer County, Mont., and bounded
as follows Beginning at a point on the one hundred and seventh meridian of
west longitude (said meridian being the eastern boundary of the Crow Indian
Reservation) where the southern 40-mile limit of the grant to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company intersects said one hundred and seventh meridian;
thence south along said meridian to a point 30 miles south of the point where
the Montana base line, when extended, will intersect said meridian thence due
east to a point 12 miles east of the Rosebud River thence in a northerly and
northeasterly direction, along a line parallel with said Rosebud River and 12
miles distant therefrom, to a point on the southern 40-mile limit of the grant to
the Northern Pacific Railroad Company 12 miles distant from said Rosebud
River thence westwardly along the said southern 40-mile limit and across the
Rosebud River to the place of beginning.
The soil, where water can be obtained in sufficient quantities to irrigate, has
proven itself to be very productive, and, containing alkali, is especially adapted
for potatoes and other root crops though on account of the scarcity of water but
little land can be irrigated
consequently, under the existing circumstances, it
can never be made an agricultural country. However, it has every facility for
stock-raising, and if the Indians could be induced to give attention to this
end. with the same interest that they manifest in their little farms, the results
would be far more satisfactory.
The Indians. As my experience with these Indians is extended the less becomes my faith in their veracity, honesty, and general worthiness.
There are a few good and deserving Indians belonging to this agency, but the
majority, as a rule, are a lazy, shiftless, vicious, and densely ignorant set, content to live the barbarous life of their ancestors. They have no respect for the
white man or his ways, and but little for the Government. They will not work,
because it is beneath their dignity as warriors, and they are not forced to it, as
the Government kindly furnishes the means of subsistence without their having

SIR

:

:

:

;

;

;

;

;

to defile their

hands in labor.

The Pine Ridge Cheyennes, now about

300 in number, removed and located at
agency from Fort Keogh. Mont., by Capt. E. P. Ewers during last October,
are a wild and shiftless lot, especially Little Chief's band, who, acting under
the leadership and influence of this ancient and superannuated being, have caused
much trouble and discontentment among the rest of the Indians. Little Chief's
record, as far back as I have been able to get any information, or since his removal from Indian Territory to the Pine Ridge Agency, in 1881, has been that
of a disturbing element, causing dissatisfaction wherever he has been located.
this
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The first thing he did after arriving here was to inform me that certain affairs
connected with the agency were not administered exactly according to his views,
and that a radical change should be made at once, especially in the manner of issuing beef, declaring that this staple should be issued on foot, as was done at Pine
Ridge, and to impress upon me the advisability of acting according to his views instead of my own and those of the Department. He was careful to inform me that the
" Great Father " told him while in
Washington that if the agent did not act in
with his wishes that all he had to do was to report the fact and he,
compliance
"
the Great Father," would send him another agent. However, Little Chief's
wishes have not been, and I hardly think will be, complied with. He became
dissatisfied with my interpreter because he did not always come at his calling,
and went so far as to negotiate with other parties to come and accept the position.

to me during the year by stockmen
and killing their cattle but only one case in
which the Indians were actually caught at their work can be reported, viz,
that of Walks Night and No Brains, who were caught off the reservation killing a cow, the facts of which were communicated to you in my letter of December
6 last, and which came near terminating in serious trouble.
Walks Night was
arrested by the civil authorities of Miles City, but as they were approaching the
agency, where they expected to find No Brains, he leaped from their wagon and
made good his escape, and afterwards being supported and abetted by a lot of
young "bucks" who were anxious to make reputations for themselves as warriors, sent word that he would not be taken, and that it was his intention to kill
the agent and captain of police.
As reported in my letter of January 5 last, I, in company with my police and
30 soldiers under command of Lieut. Byron, went to Tongue River for the
purpose of making the arrests. We found Walks Night, who was well armed and
defiant, and the police, though backed by the soldiers, would not attempt to
make the arrest. I after wards found out that they acted wisely, as a fight would
certainly have ensued, and our forces were much too small to have coped with
the friends of the criminal who were in hiding ready to come to his assistance
at a warning. Afterward Walks Night came to the agency and voluntarily gave
himself up to me, and was subsequently turned over to the military at Fort
Keogh, Mont., where he remained until a few days ago, when he was allowed
to return to the agency. Since this trouble a subfort has been erected here at
the agency and a company of soldiers from Fort Keogh stationed therein to protect the property of the Government and lives of the employes. The presence of
soldiers has a very soothing effect upon the Indians, but in case of an outbreak
one company would not be a sufficient force for much protection.
Owing to the extreme dry weather and the indolence of the InAgriculture.
dians in caring for their crops after they were planted, the results from farming this year are any thing but satisfactory, considering the acreage planted,
which possibly is larger than any previous year, but as before stated this is not
an agricultural country and but little can be expected. The accompanying statistics have been compiled with the greatest care, and can be relied upon as presenting facts as near as it was possible to obtain them. The principal industry
of these Indians, and about the only one they take any interest in, is the herding
and caring for their ponies, with which they are well supplied.
Education. The facilities for educating the Northern Cheyennes are very limited; also their desire to be educated; but they have repeatedly informed me
that if there was a good boarding school here at the agency they would keep it
well filled, and I am inclined to believe they would so long as my police force will
respond to my commands and I am allowed to enforce an attendance. Past experience has taught me that, if there is to be an expenditure made for the purpose of educating these Indians and to the end which will accomplish the most
good, it certainly should be made for the purpose of establishing a boarding

Numerous complaints have been reported

of Indians stealing their horses

;

school.

The day school located here at the agency was very poorly attended during
the year and the results, so far as I have been able to discern, were not at all satisfactory. This school is only available to a few living around the agency, while a
boarding school would have the same advantage for all.
The St. Labre's mission school on Tongue River, conducted under contract
with the Catholic Mission Bureau, with Rev. Father A. Van der Velden as
superintendent, was also poorly attended, for reasons as given by the Indians that
there is too much religion and kneeling to suit them.
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Settlers.
No one thing has caused so much trouble and dissatisfaction for both
myself and Indians since my administration of affairs at this agency as the privilege taken by the local land officers in Miles City, Mont., of allowing white settlers to locate on the reservation, dispossess the Indians, and prove up on their
land by taking both homestead and desert claims. I have repeatedly notified
the Department of these encroachments, but as yet have received no authority
to act against them or dispossess those who have already proven up in violation
These infringements have
of the Executive order setting the reservation aside.
been going on for some time, and the Indian is fully aware that unless some
action for his protection is taken in the near future he will be ultimately
crowded out of a country by the same race of Deople that placed him on it,
taught him to rely upon it as his future home, and promised him every protection and aid necessary for him to keep it, so long as he remained at peace with
the whites and desired to do so. Under these circumstances it is hardly surprising that he seeks to retaliate in a small way by stealing a few horses and
killing range cattle belonging to his white brother.
Another very important feature, and one that should have been settled years
ago, is the reservation boundary lines. As it is these lines are only imaginary.
I can not locate them or tell how far my authority extends in settling the many
perplexing questions that arise between the Indians and white settlers as to what
are their legal rights. I am of the opinion that cattle and sheep men are herding thousands of their stock on the reservation, that there are two sawmills located on and cutting timber from the reservation but, not knowing just how far
its domains extend, it is impossible for me to substantiate the fact or- exercise
any authority in preventing the alleged intrusions.
The reservation should be surveyed, the boundary lines established, the claims
of those settlers who have located thereon since the date of the Executive order
setting it aside canceled, and the rights of those who located prior to the date
of said order purchased by the Government and the Indians given entire possession of their lands. Until this is done but little can be expected of the Northern Cheyennes.
Police and judges.
There are 10 police, consisting of 9 privates and 1 captain, at
this agency, and I think are as efficient a force as can be obtained fr.om the tribe,
though in order to make it so several changes had to be made during the year.
Several cases have come before the judges during the year and been disposed of
according to their ideas of justice. This court is well enough for minor and
trifling offenses, but can hardly ba trusted to adjust important cases in a satisfactory manner. These I generally decide myself, after obtaining all the evi;

dence possible.

The agency

buildings, including residences of employes and storeconstructed of logs, excepting the agent's residence, clerk's room
and office, slaughterhouse, and one small storeroom, which are substantial frame
buildings. The log buildings are of a poor quality, having been hurriedly put
together, and with but two exceptions are covered with dirt roofs that almost
always leak during excessive rains". These buildings, especially the storerooms,
should be replaced with good frame structures, and could be at a small expenditure, as lumber delivered at the agency can be obtained in any quantities at $15
per 1,000 feet. The slaughterhouse ha? recently been remodeled, so that now
the cattle are butchered on a plank floor, draining to the center, and kept clean
by water running over it, instead of the old method of slaughtering on the
ground in the presence of all the Indians. I now think that our method of killing and issuing beef cattle is as near in accordance with the rules contained in
office circular dated July 21, 1890, as it is practicable to make it.
Buildings,

rooms, are

Very

all

respectfully,

JOHN TULLY,
U.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

>S.

Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF OMAHA AND WINNEBAGO AGENCY.
OMAHA AND WINNEBAGO AGENCY,

NEBR.,

September

1,

1892.

third annual report, with the
I have the honor to submit herewith
census of the Indians at this agency and statistical information.
The reservation. This reservation is located on the eastern border of Nebraska,
and embraces, with the exception of a portion that has been sold, the entire
county of Thurston. It is bounded on the east by the Missouri River, is 18 miles
from northern to southern limit, and extends west 30 miles, containing 245,200
acres of the finest agricultural lands, well watered, with an abundance of timber.
It is intersected by railways and surrounded by flourishing towns, which afford
the best of market facilities, rendering it one of the most desirable portions of
the State.

SIR

my

:

The northern portion is occupied by the Winnebagoes, who acquired it by purchase from the Omahas in 1865, who yet occupy the southern and larger portic i
of the reservation.
Agency. The agency headquarters for the two tribes is located in the eastern
portion of the Winnebago Reservation, but quite central as to the Winnebago
population, and 10 miles distant from the old and abandoned Omaha Agency.
The agency buildings are in a fair state of repair, and provide comfortable
quarters for the employes. Additional room is required for the proper housing
of the farm machinery. The addition this season of six self-binders, one threshing machine, besides mowers, rakes, planters, etc., renders this necessary, and
an estimate has been submitted for the building of a storehouse in the western
portion of the reservation, 20 miles distant from the agency. This will provide
for the machinery in use in that portion of the reserve, save the trouble and expense of transportation, and relieve the overcrowded agency warehouse.
The gristmill, while the building is good, is only provided with old and outof-date machinery with which it is impossible to make flour of quality equal to
that produced by the mills adjoining the reservation. It should either be supplied with new machinery or its use discontinued. In March last I procured an
estimate from a mill expert of what would be required to make this a modern
mill and submitted the same for the consideration of the Department.
The population of the two tribes, according to the census of June
Population.
30, 1892, is as follows

:

Winnebagoes
Total population

1,1 98

Males above 18 years
Females above 14 years
Children between 6 and 18

...

389
400
273

Omahas
Total population

Malesabove 18
Females above 14
Children between

6

and 18..

-

1,186
293
368
323

Owing to the many dissimilar conditions of the two tribes composing this
agency speaking an entirely different language, unlike in character and habits
they will be treated separately in the remainder of this report.
WINNEBAGOES.
Location.
When the allotment of lands in severally was made to the Winnebago Indians they were living in the eastern and timbered portion of the reservation which is quite rough, and where in general only small tracts of good
They then considered that it was of much more
agricultural lands can be found
importance to have fuel within easy access than to have fine, level fields for
farming, and the allotment was therefore made so that almost every family has
40 or 80 acres in this portion of the reservation, the balance of each family's
allotment being in the central and western part of the reservation. Prior to
1889 little of the western two-thirds of the reservation was occupied or made any
.
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use of by this people, except to lease for grazing purposes for a consideration so
small that it was practically valueless.
Houses.
All the houses that had "been erected for the Winnebagoes up to the
time I took charge of this agency in 1889 were located on the eastern, and, as
before stated, least valuable portion of the reservation for agricultural purposes,
and the great aim of my administration has been to induce as many as possible
I have
to move out of the timber on these splendid lands and open up farms.
applied to the Department for all the means available for the assistance of those
who took hold and showed a disposition to help themselves, and I feel that I
have been fully supported by the Department, and that all the aid possible has
been furnished. Upon the completion within a few weeks of the sixteen houses
authorized this season, I will have provided twenty-seven allottees, with good,
oumfortable houses, besides five others who have been assisted to the extent of
$100 in completing their houses.
I yet feel very hopeful for the future of the Winnebagoes, largely owing to the
fact that so many have opened up farms and are well started on the road to industrious and prosperous citizens. Most of those who have been assisted are
doing fairly well. Some, however, tempted by the offers made them, have
leased and abandoned their farms, returned to the timber and are living in idleness. The importance of enforcing the law of February 28, 1891, in relation to
leasing of allotments, and the Department rulings under the law can notbe overestimated. I have no doubt of the wisdom of continuing the policy pursued -by
the Department for the past three years in using all the means available in assisting those who will take hold and help themselves. Tt must, however, be
expected that not all will prove worthy but taking the situation as a whole I
think the prospect for the future Winnebagoes is very encouraging.
Allottees have been aided during the past year as follows 16 new houses
erected, 16 horses, 21 wagons, and 7 sets of harness issued. Threshing, mowing,
and reaping machines, plows, rakes, etc., have been supplied, but are yet held
as agency property, and in addition to this 89 houses have been repaired. In
1890 the condition of these houses was reported to the Department. They had
been built by the Government at a very large expenditure, and unless repaired
would soon be a total loss. In August last authority was granted for the repairs,
and at this date the work is about completed at an average cost of about $100
each, including plastering, and painting inside and out, making them very comfortable and preventing a great waste of property.
The cultivated acreage on the reservation has been increased by
Agriculture.
900 acres of new breaking, and this does not include the 10,000 acres broken by
the whites who have leased of the Indians. Crops in general have been good
wheat, oats, and corn about an average potatoes poor, owing to dry weather,
aad flax almost an entire failure. Seed, grain, and potatoes have been issued as
;

:

;

;

follows

:

Bushels.

Bushels.

Wheat
Corn

..

1,500
500

Flax
Potatoes.

..

500
500

The provision made for the education of the Winnebagoes has been
Education.
ample up to the 23d of February, at which date theWinnebago industrial boarding
school building was destroyed by fire. This was the greatest disaster that has
ever occurred at this agency, and the resulting sorrow and discouragement was
only lessened by the fact that no loss of life occurred, and the accident was not
the result of carelessness or negligence on the part of the employes. These
buildings destroyed were quite old, but had been put in good repair and everything was in .fine working condition at the date of the fire, with the school filled
to its full capacity, and but for the disaster the year would doubtless have been
the most successful in the history of the school. After the burning of the school
buildings temporary quarters were found in the agency farmhouse 'and a small
school run until the close of the school year.
Advertisements are now put for the letting of contract for rebuilding this
school on better plans and with more ample room, but owing to the lateness of
the appropriations by Congress the building can not be completed before next
season. By a small expenditure for a temporary building we hope to be able to
accommodate fifty children, which, with those who can be induced to attend
other than reservation schools, will provide for the larger part of those who can
be induced to go to any school. The accompanying report of Superintendent
Atkinson will give quite full information of the condition of this school.
The missionary work here is confined to the one denomina"Missionary work.
8397 I A
20
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tion, the Presbyterian, who have a resident missionary, and a neat, comfortable church with a membarship of eleven Indians.
Morals and crime. Nothing of importance in the way of crime has been cornraitted during the past year, and I think a decided improvement in the condition of morals can be noted. The marriage relations have been less often violated and fewer cases of drunkenness have come to my notice.
I herewith submit the report of the agency physician as to the saniSanitary.
tary condition of the agency and school.
Employes. But one unimportant change, that of assistant carpenter, has been
made in the force of agency employes during the past year. In the main I consider that good service has been rendered, and that the employes are capable,
and in character a credit to the service. With the past experience the most
efficient service may be expected for the coming year.
The additional duties incumbent upon me in assuming charge of the leasing
of the unalloted lands of both tribes has vastly increased the clerical work in
the agency office, and the regular per diem assistance, which has been allowed,
is insufficient, and in justice to myself and clerk I consider that a regular assistant should be allowed for this agency.

The Indian

police force, 1 captain and 7 privates, have given
and have been well employed in looking after depredations on
Government timber, and keeping whisky off the reservation. As to the latter
I think they have been much more successful than in any former year.

Agency

good

police.

satisfaction

OMAHAS.
Condition.
Nominally the Omahas are supposed not to be under the charge of
an agent, and that his duties as regards them are simply confined to the school
and the payment of annuities, the agency having been abandoned and the employes done away with some years since; but as a matter of fact the agent's and
office work connected with the Omahas for the past year has exceeded that for
the Winnebagoes and for which no adequate provision has been made in the
way of office assistance. The general condition of the Omahas is about the same
as when last reported. Little, if any, improvement can be noted, and in some respects I am obliged to say the change has been for the worst. Especially is
this true in respect to the use of intoxicants, which has increased to an alarming extent. I am pleased to say that the better element are now awake to the
extent of this evil and are making an effort among themselves to stamp it out.
They have even gone to the extent of requesting that a large fund be set aside
from the moneys coming to them from the leasing of the tribal lands for the
prosecuting of those engaged in the business of furnishing them whisky, and
we may hope for a better condition if they continue in this spirit.
The Omahas have received during the past fiscal year in annuities $26,700.
which, with the $116,400 paid them last year and the revenue derived from
leasing their tribal lands and their individual allotments, is enough to enable
them to live without exertion on their part. As a result the area of land cultivated by them has decreased rather than increased, as could reasonably be expected from the large addition to their means.
Prior to this season it has been tne custom of the Omahas to lease the
Leases.
The business
large tract of unallotted and tribal lands for grazing purposes.
has been conducted by a council or committse appointed by the tribe for this
purpose, but not sanctioned by the Department or agent, and without authority
of law, though the business has been done in a fairly businesslike manner.
On the 15th of February last I was instructed by the Department to take
charge of the leasing of the tribal lands under the provisions of the law of FebThe carrying out the instructions of the Department has been
ruary 28, 1891.
a very laborious and difficult task, partly owing to the indefinite manner of describing the pasture boundaries in former leases, and the very large number of
small leases that have had to be made. Nevertheless the authorized leasing is
very much more satisfactory to all parties interested, and the revenue derived
from these lands this season will be about $11,000, almost double that received
any previous year. The same conditions in relation to the leasing of the allotted
lands of the Omahas exist as has been reported of the Winnebagoes, with the
exception that a larger per cent of the Omahas are living on their allotments
in the western portion of the reservation and yet retain unleased a part of their
allotment but the total per cent of the Omaha lands leased is about the same
as with the Winnebagoes, and the necessity of a new order of things and a strict
;
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enforcement of the law in relation to leasing of allotted lands is just as important with the Omahas as with the Winnebagoes.
The provision made for the schooling of the Omaha children is
Education.
ample, and during the past year very few children of school age but have been
in school. It has, however, fully taxed the capacity of the Government school
to provide for all that wished to attend.
Omaha Industrial School, boarding. The past has been a very successful year for
this school, and I feel on the whole that the work has been good. The children
have been unusually happy and contented, and we have had little trouble to keep
the attendance up to the full limit.
The carpenter and blacksmith shops, which were opened at the beginning of
the school year, have done well, and I note with pleasure the progress made by
those of the boys who have received industrial training during the year. If the
same boys can be kept in this school for a few years the Omahas will have among
themselves some very competent mechanics.
With the repairs of this and last season the buildings are in very good condition, and at this date we are prepared to open the school with the brightest
prospects of the most successful year in the history of the school. The report
of Superintendent Watson of this school is herewith submitted.
Omaha Mission Boarding School, contract. This school is under the management of
the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions. At the opening of the year we had
much trouble in procuring children for this school. This was in a measure
o*dng to the fact that a change had been made in the management, and the superintendent and all the employes were strangers to the Omahas but during
the latter part of the school year a fair attendance was obtained and a very successful school conducted. I can only speak in the highest terms of both superintendent and employes, and think that in the future there will be little trouble
in having a successful school and good attendance. After the burning of the
Winnebago school buildings quite a number of Winnebagoes were induced to
send their children to this school and were well pleased, so that we are in hopes
that during the coming school year, considering the limited accommodations at
home, we can increase the number of Winnebagoes in this school.
The statistical information furnished as to the Omahas is in part estimate, as
with no agency employes it is impossible to obtain positive data; but I think the
figures given are fairly reliable.
;

CONCLUSION.
For the agent the past year has been one of unusual cares and responsibilities.
necessity there must in the new order
of things, such as the conflict of national and State authority over the lands and
property of the Indians, and claims for tribal membership denied by the Department and carried into the courts, all involving much work and adding to the

Many vexatious questions have arisen, as of

agent's responsibility.
In making this annual review of the year's work I can see much to encourage
in some directions at least. Though not all we hoped for and the progress slow,
still I do feel that each succeeding year will show more marked improvement.
My long acquaintance with this people, extending over thirty years, gives me
great personal interest in them, and my great desire to see in them a rapid improvement in all that goes to make the good and prosperous citizen may have
unduly influenced to the discouragement that I at times feel.
I

have no doubt

of the

wisdom

of the policy

now pursued by the Department

in giving first importance to the education of the youth, and then in using all
available means in assisting allottees, who will go to work to open up farms.
Much time and the best directed efforts will be required before the desired results

can be obtained.

beg to express my thanks to the honorable Commissioner and all other
officers of the Department for the courtesy extended to me in all of my official
I

transactions.

Very respectfully submitted.

ROBERT H. ASHLEY,
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

U. 8. Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT OMAHA AND WINNEBAGO AGENCY.

OMAHA AND WINNEBAGO AGENCY, NEBR., September 1, 1892.
In reviewing the sanitary condition of the Winnebago Indians for the year end1
44
find
that
deaths
have occurred, including those who have died away from
30, 1892,
the reservation, several deaths occurring at the different schools and some while visiting at the
different agencies. The report of these were not received by me in time to incorporate in my
monthly sanitary reports. The number of births as nearly as can be ascertained was 37, leaving a decrease in the tribe of 7.
During the months of February and March we had another visitation of epidemic catarrh,
although in a milder form than previous epidemics, yet severe enough to cause much suffering
and several deaths. The allowance made for food for the sick was at this time a wise provision
indeed, and proved a great auxiliary in the treatment.
The health of the pupils at the Winnebago Industrial School was very good; but few cases of
DEAR SIR:

ing June

sickness and no deaths.
As I remarked in a previous report, I find the percentage of sickness among those who live on
their allotments in good houses much less than those who are not so situated. Every new house
that is built for the Indians adds to their health and comfort.
In studying the morality in the different classes of Indians I find the death rate very high
with returned students from Eastern schools. A great number of them re urn affected with
tuberculosis in some form, principally with pulmonary tuberculosis. The cause of the development of tuberculosis in so many cases during their course at the different schools East perhaps
is not in my province to say, but I offer the following, not as a criticism, but as my opinion:
First, the mode of life is entirely different at school from what they have been used to; second,
too close application and confinement and too long a course, considering their present stage of
civilization. In view of the fact that so many have died I fear it will be a difficult matter to
induce many of the Indians to send their children off to school in the future, consequently I
think the hope of the Winnebagoes is in their own industrial school at the agency.

W.

J.

STEPHENSON,
Agency Physician.

EGBERT H. ASHLEY,
United States Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF OMAHA BOARDING SCHOOL.
OMAHA AGENCY, NEBR., July 1, 1892.
Being the duty of superintendent of Indian schools to make report of same soon after
its close, I have the honor to report a very successful year at the Omaha Industrial School. We
have had a very full school of happy, contented, and interested children, very few asking to
go home, a'nd when they did go they were always anxious to return.
The parents are satisfied with everything connected with the school and the care given their
children. On yesterday, when they came to take their children home, they were good and kind.
Not a single man or woman found the least fault, and were all loud in praise of the school, and
promised me their children again.
Schoolroom work. The work done in schoolroom was fairly good, more especially so in last
five or six months of term. I have given the school and shops careful attention, realizing fully
the great importance of doing thorough and lasting work in those places, and that unless these
branches are successful it would be better to close the entire school and use money in some
other direction. The agent has also given the school quite frequent visits and careful inspections, and is doing everything in his power to help the children advance.
Industrial work. The shops are a grand success, doing just what they were intended to do.
It is a great pleasure to see the boys at the forge and bench, learning useful trades. I have had
nine boys at work there most all the time, who are doing much better than I thought possible
for themjto do. However, I want to say, they should learn, because they have the finest mechanics in this country to teach them, and they are men who realize they are teachers.
Agriculture. The farm work has been retarded considerably by backward spring, and as a result our corn is small but healthy oats fair potatoes, beans, and garden good. Our cattle
are in splendid condition. Hogs are doing well. We have more than is needed for school and
some should be sold. The agent is looking after the matter.
Health, The health of school has been something without precedent and is the talk of the Indians. Not a child in bed on account of sickness the entire year.
I am quite anxious to get some of my largest boys and girls transferred to other schools, and
have forwarded Supervisor Parker a list of some who desire to go. Yet there are many more
that should go, but their parents say: " The children come home and die." which, I must confess, there seems to be some truth in (two returned children have died in last two weeks). My
desire is to fill the school with small children from the camp. I have the promise of many little fellows for next fall and have not the least doubt I will be able to fill school early and to its
SIR

:

;

;

fullest capacity.

In conclusion, I say one thing needed to make our work more successful and a credit to all
concerned is more help. I would have a good man, whose duty it should be to stay with my
boys night and day, at work and play, in their dormitory and reading room, to enforce English
speaking, by punishment if required. I can not be with them all the time it is impossible and
too much for one man in addition to other things. Yet I deem this very essential for their advancement. They must know English first; other things afterwards. They do well as it is,
but must do better. Should this meet with your approval I would like a man early to start with
school and break the children in right at the commencement.
Yours, respectfully,

LESLIE WATSON,

Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF WINNEBAGO BOARDING SCHOOL.
SIR: I herewith submit ray annual report of the Winnebago Boarding School for transmissi6n to the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs:
I took charge as superintendent of the above school September 1, 1891, finding buildings and
premises as well as supplies in good condition as turned over to me by my predecessor. Children began coming in promptly upon notice, some by themselves, others were brought by
their parents, but few being brought in by policemen, and within four weeks the school was
filled to about its full capacity.
The superintendent and matron being new employe's, took especial pains to comprehend their
duties, understand the children, studying the duties of other employes and the circumstances
involved in the success of the institution. Every department was operated with earnestness
and fidelity by employe's in charge, and success seemed warranted from the beginning, and
elements to mar the relations of employe's or retard progress of children were found to exist
in the minimum degree.
This state of affairs was constant and regular, and the resignation of Miss Mary Bonner, second teacher, October 1, 1891, succeeded by Miss Cecilia Londrosh; John C. Ward, industrial
teacher, November 1, 1891, succeeded by Jesse A. Babbitt, and Miss Frances McHirron Cook,
N6vember 20, 1891, succeeded temporarily by Miss
Preston, were attended by the least
possible friction usual to the change of employe's.
As the weather became cooler the school filled to more than its proper capacity with pupils,
the dormitories being taxed to their utmost, about one-half of all the beds containing 3 children
each; 82 pupils were enrolled February 1, 1892, and 80 were present and in the dormitories on
the third floor asleep on the night of February 25, when the unfortunate fire was discovered
that destroyed main building, laundry, storehouse, new icehouse full of ice, with refrigerators,
besides other property and supplies.
This loss by fire cut short what promised to be a prosperous year for the Winnebago school.
The children were all sent home. Three attended district day school and about 12 were induced to attend the Omaha Mission School; the remainder were kept at home by their parents.
May 2 temporary quarters were in readiness and 35 pupils were crowded into them. Many
more were refused admission for want of room. The Presbyterian missionary very kindly
offered the use of the class room of his church for a schoolroom. Another was provided in a
small agency building called by the Indians their council house. This temporary school, considering the short time in session (61 days) owing to phenomenally bad roads and delay in the
arrival of goods necessary to start with, was in many points quite successful. One delay of
goods that I will mention was the mattresses, which were not received June 30, and at this date,
July 10, they are not here yet. This was overcome by making mattresses out of ticks and straw.
The inconveniences attending the holding of school in such quarters and locality resulted in
much hardship to employe's. The building not being sufficient, a shed 14 feet wide by 32 feet
long was built against the main building for a summer kitchen; this will be useless in cold
weather. There were no rooms that could be devoted to use as play rooms, the children remaining out of doors except when it rained. The trader's store and residence was near the
school, as was the agent's office and the agency warehouse, making it exceedingly hard to keep
the children in proper bounds when not in school or at detail work.
There was no Government cook provided, on account of no appointment having been made
since the resignation of Frances McHirron, November 20, 1891 and none was recommended to be
made after the buildings were burned. The work of that employe" was done in addition to other
duties by female employe's, which was exceedingly wearing upon them; since conveniences were
lacking, and as many steps were necessary as to have cooked for 65 pupils in the old building.
Further, every dress, apron, all underclothes, sheets, pillow cases, and towels were burned
and there were none with which to open school. As the sewing machines did not arrive until
May 15, this work accumulated for female employe's, and this, with cooking for children,
coupled with inconveniences of kitchen, pantries, dining room, water, and other minor obstacles,
was entirely too much for said employes, insomuch that should another term of school be attempted in these quarters it will be necessary that a cook be provided for the children. I also
deem it proper to report that to me it seems almost impracticable to attempt to hold school
longer in those temporary quarters unless a boys' building can be provided. As such 1 have in
mind the building usually occupied by the assistant agency farmer (Indian), which is situated
about 70 yards from the main building. In case said building can be used for that purpose
the capacity of the school will be increased to 50. Such an arrangement would insure a good
term of school until cold weather, when it would have to be run with a limited number of pupils
unless improvements are made.
Education. Speaking of the several departments separately, I would say of the most advanced
department of instruction, which is in charge of the first or principal teacher, who is a young
man of excellent habits and in most ways quite competent for Indian school service being quite
proficient in music, that the progress in this department has not been entirely satisfactory,
although the slow progress of pupils in audible reading and English speaking is not, in my
opinion, chargeable to the teacher.
The age of pupils enrolled in this room ranges from 10 to 17 years. There are many discouragements attending the work of teaching Winnebago children of above ages, due principally,
in my judgment, to self-reliance demanded of them and the self-consciousness which controls
them in school-room work. Of necessity such pupils must be made largely independent workers in their studies, and no amount of enthusiasm on the part of the teacher has in this department secured that good, wholesome work in audible voice and freedom from diffidence and embarrassment that I so much desire. Pupils respond readily to work addressed to perceptive
faculties alone, and developed in concert recitations, when most of them will speak in a higher
key than is desirable, but it has been my best judgment to limit rote and perceptive work hi
this department, in which pupils are able to read in readers from the First to the Fourth, and to
insist on work which will tend to develop reason and judgment and make pupils self-reliant
and less timid with their English when using it on their own account. Notwithstanding these
difficulties, the work of this department has been attended by good results and was well and
conscientiously administered. Also, I believe that while these pupils are not free with their
English, and at times seem wholly unable to use it, owing to the reserve and stoicism of the
Indian nature, yet each has sufficient knowledge of English to enable him to secure food, protect his interests, or do primary business with the whites at large, and each would gladly use it
under press of necessity.
The second teacher has charge of the beginning pupils and those who are commencing to
read. A majority of the pupils attending are taught in this room. The work done is in accordance with recognized principles of mental development, and is faithfully performed by the

Emma
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lady in charge, who, besides having a good education, has had special normal training, well fitting
her for Indian service in this department. The progress made by the children is eminently
satisfactory, the work and exercises at all times presenting interesting features. These results
are what can always be secured in grades of this kind by rational instruction based on true
mental development. Enthusiasm affects children; they respond readily to perceptive teaching, and their want of self-consciousness makes them comparatively easy to reach and their
progress as a result quite speedy. The progress in this department was accomplished by the
lady in charge by the proper use of objects, some kindergarten material and methods, concert
recitations and enthusiasm, perseverance, and industry on her part. On the whole, I consider
this department quite successful.
In the school classes were conducted in reading, spelling, arithmetic, geography, language,
writing, drawing, and general lessons on the human body and other subjects. Attention was
paid to vocal music, a good portion of the evening hour being devoted to that subject.
Industrial work. The industrial department of the school has received its due share of attention, and has been quite well sustained. The children were divided into details, and the same
changed weekly. For boys, the detailswere: "Farm," "barn and stock," "furnace," "kitchen,''
"dining room," "dormitory," and "laundry." For girls: "Kitchen," "dining-room," "laundry," "dormitory," "halls and playroom," and "lamps." The work of each detail was performed under the supervision of some employe'.
The farm work was continued and the farm operated notwithstanding the destruction of the
buildings. The industrial teacher takes much pride in his work, and the present condition of
crops and stock and every appointment of the farm attests his ability to conduct a farm successfully. The present growing crops aggregate about as follows, all in good condition: Corn,
45 acres; wheat, 15; oats, 25; potatoes, 3; beans, 2 garden, 5; millet, 8; clover, 8.
Of stock on the farm in good condition there are as follows 4 horses, 22 head of cattle, 42 head
of hogs and pigs, 5 dozen chickens.
Of the 1891 crop the farm yielded corn, 928 bushels; wheat, 159; oats, 200; potatoes, 250; turnips,
85; onions, 15, and 500 heads of cabbage, which rotted early and were not taken up.
During temporary school the boys were not used on the farm to any extent.
The sewing room and laundry has each been quite well operated by its respective employe's.
Cooking for the children and overseeing them in their work in kitchen and dining room, in
the matter of dishwashing, setting tables, cooking, and other work incident thereto and so essential to system, cleanliness, and success in that department, perhaps requires more of an employe"
than any other position of same salary. It is a difficult position to fill well, and the experience of
the year was that constant watching and supervision on the part of the matron was necessary
Health. The health of the children was good while congregated, there being only one period
when the progress of the school was interfered with. This was an epidemic of sore eyes among
the boys, to which every boy succumbed except three. This finally yielded to treatment, and at
the time of the fire the health was excellent.
To recur to the fire, by which the school buildings were destroyed, 1 wish to say that subsequent developments by workmen in removing the debris, digging about the ruins, raisins:
;

:

.

stoves, etc., increases the mystery in which the origin of the same is involved, and justifies the
results of the investigation ordered by the Department as to the cause and origin. Also, I wish
to speak a word on behalf of the other employes, whose actions upon that occasion were most
praiseworthy and self-sacrificing. Each from the moment the alarm was given worked faithfully and withoiit excitement in doing that which was most important to be done as the moments passed. Eighty children were first removed from the dormitories in the third story
without accident or excitement; then came a long strain fighting fire and saving Government
property, ail with one exception losing of personal effects amounts ranging from $25 to $400.
Conclusion. I do not feel that there is much in the progress of the past year upon which to
congratulate ourselves, owing to the destructive fire and the immediate future is not fraught
with promise for the Indian school here unless the buildings are speedily reconstructed, in
the construction of which I beg leave to recommend that due attention be paid to water supply
and fire protection. The late fire demonstrated the fact that the water supply was insufficient
and the fire protection almost none at all. With the advantage of the adjacent hill, a good
water supply and fire protection could easily be constructed with little cost. I would recommend a reservoir, sufficiently elevated and large to give good pressure through a 3-inch pipe to
the building, with hydrants outside, which with hose and nozzle for use with hydrants would
afford very good fire protection. With such, I believe, the building could have been saved on the
night of February 25. Also. I would recommend that in case the steam-heating plant is replaced, that change sufficient be made in it to heat water for laundry and bath-room purposes,
;

which change would be small and of little cost.
I take this occasion to attest the perfect support given this school and the faithful efforts of
each employe" by the agent, who has shown much interest in the cause in which we labor.
I am, very respectfully,
ENOS B. ATKINSON,

ROBERT

H. ASHLEY,
Indian Agent.

Superintendent.

U. 8.

REPORT OF SANTEE AGENCY.
SANTEE AGENCY, August 8, 1892.
SIR In accordance with the regulations of the Indian Department, I have the
honor to submit this my third annual report of the Consolidated Santee, Flandreau, and Ponca Agency, Nebraska and South Dakota.
Location.
In giving the geographical location of the agency I can do no better
than quote from my report of 1891.
Santee Agency, Nebr., is located on the west bank of the Missouri River, in
townships 31, 32, and 33, ranges 4 and 5 west of the sixth principal meridian.
Flandreau Subagency is located on the Big Sioux River, in Moody County,
S. Dak.
Ponca Subagency lies at the junction of the Niobrara and Missouri rivers,
:
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of Niobrara, in that part formerly
of the State of Nebraska.

upon the north side

now a part

annexed
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to

South Dakota,

Topographical features. About two- thirds or three-fourths of the reservation is
very hilly and ill- adapted to agriculture the balance of the reservation lies
along the creeks and Missouri River that adjacent to the river is subject to
overflow, and is utilized principally for hay and pasturage. The soil even on
the rougher sections is fairly good, and in years when there is sufficient moisture
very good crops are raised. The rainfall through this section seems to be lighter
than any other part of the State.
;

1

;

SANTEE AGENCY, NEBR.
The Indians upon San tee Agency number

Agriculture.
all are engaged to

915.

Of this number

a greater or less extent in agriculture, with varying degrees
As a rule they are very indifferent farmers. The acreage planted
of success.
this year is about the same as former years but the small grain (wheat and oats)
were planted earlier and the ground was better fitted for the reception of the
seed, and the yield of these grains will be good. Corn was planted in good season, but tho dry weather of July and August has made this crop almost a failure.
It is comparatively easy to get the Indians to put
It was not well cultivated.
the ground in fair condition and plant their grain, but it is extremely hard to
get them to understand that only by constant cultivation and care can a crop
be raised. Nearly every family has a small patch of potatoes and sweet corn,
which, in most cases, has been cared for by the women, and. considering the
drought, the crop will ba fairly good. The men do most of the general farming,
which is an indication that savagery is being displaced by civilization. Hay is
scarce the present season and is only found in quantity heavy enough to cut
along the streams and ravines, and is being utilized to its fullest extent.
There appaars to be very little change in the number of cattle or stock kept
by the Santees, leaving out the 200 cows and 8 bulls that were issued to them
this month. I am using all my influence with them to have a sufficient amount
of fodder put up this fail to feed those they have this winter.
I have had no
occasion to reclaim animals sold to whites this year, and I believe they have
been more careful about selling their issued stock. The experience given last
year has been beneficial. It is useless to issue swine to the Indians, as the temptation to make feasts of them is too great. Last year there was issued to the
Santees 50 mares. These have been reasonably well cared for. There is a disease,
however, peculiar to this section, called "bottom disease," brought on by eating
a wild-pea vine, that annually causes the death of many horses. It is, however,
unavoidable and affects the stock of whites as well as Indians.
Much trouble has baen caused by some of the Indians verbally renting their
children's lands to white men for grazing purposes and the whites in not only
using that which they have so rented, but all adjacent land, some of which
has been needed by the Indians for making hay. I have done what I could to
prevent this, but with poor success, the whites claiming that as the Indians
are citizens they should comply with the State law and plow a "hedge row"
around the land they wish to reserve, which I can not induce them to do. I have
asked the advice of the Department upon this matter, but as yet have received
no instructions.
Fuel.
The question of wood for fuel will soon be one of importance. Formerly
the river bottoms and ravines were heavily timbered, but this has been lavishly
cut and wasted until there is but little left, and the price advanced the last
year from $3 to $5 per cord, and very little to be obtained at that price, and in
a few years at best there will be no fuel upon the reservation.
There has been no epidemic during the last year, and the
Sanitary condition.
health of the tribe has been quite good. Nearly all deaths are from tuberculosis
or some form of lung trouble. I attribute this more to their carelessness in dress
than any change in their manner of living.
Indian homes. Nearly all of the Santees are supplied with small but comfortable frame houses that have been issued them from time to time by the Government, and the larger part of them have neat frame stables and granaries provided
from the same source. They take kindly to domestic life, and each year witnesses improvement in their manner of living. There is no great difference
between the homes of a majority of them and that of the average white settler
in a frontier country. All are supplied with stoves, and nearly all with the
ordinary household articles, such "as bedstead, cupboards, tables, etc. Many
families possess sewing machines, and occasionally an organ or other musical
instrument found in civilized homes. Improvement in the home is more marked
among the younger generation, and is plainly the result of the educational policy

1

;
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adopted by the Indian Department. I have influenced the young- married
couples to sever their connection with the rest of the family and branch out by
themselves, which has a tendency to get them started right. The newly appointed field matron will be able to do much good in the homes of this people,
for she is interested in her work and possesses qualities that will make her welcome among them.
One habit which seriously interferes with the continued well-doing
Migration.
of the Indians is the practice of traveling around, visiting. Every spring, as
soon as crops are planted, many of the older ones will leave the agency and be
gone for a varying period of time and at a season of the year when they should
be at work in their corn fields. I have tried to break up this practice, but with
indifferent success. Lately I have adopted the practice of cutting off issues of
tools and stock to those parties, and in other ways tried to make them see that
when they go off without making proper arrangements for the care of stock,
grain, and tools it will work to their disadvantage.
These Indians, having taken land in severalty, are now endowed
Citizenship.
with the rights and privileges of any American citizen. They vote, pay some
taxes, work poll tax, electioneer, and many of them drink whisky. Citizenship
of these Indians is in rather an experimental stage, but when they are recognized by courts and the communities in which they live as citizens, and as such
made amenable to law and receiving the protection the law affords, it will be a
potent factor in civilizing them.
Prior to my assuming charge of this agency two years ago there was no effort
made to place the Indians under the State law and the county court refused to
recognize the Indian as a citizen, although when it was time to vote their citizenship was not questioned. I prosecuted several Indians before a justice's court
and in several instances at the expense of several dollars individual funds. This
latter was not done very cheerfully, but was in cases where I either had to spend
money or lose my case, and no provision is made by the Government to defray
court expenses. Below I submit a list of the cases brought in justice's court by
myself and through other citizens who are working for the advancement of the
Santees.

August 17,1891. State of Nebraska vs. Joseph Young and A. J. Campbell (Indians). Complaint, drunkenness, profanity, and disorderly conduct. Plea of guilty was entered by defendents; fine imposed. Prosecuting witness, James E. Helms.
August 14. State of Nebraska vs. Baptist Whipple and Charles Frazier (Indians) Complaint,
.

drunkenness and disorderly conduct. Upon trial Charles Frazier was acquitted. Baptist Whippie fined. Appeal taken and judgment of justice's court sustained. James E. Helms, prosecuting
witness.

November

State of Nebraska

vs. Joseph Taylor (Indian).
Complaint, intoxication;
James E. Helms, prosecuting witness.
ComState
Nebraska
vs. Frank Jones and Allen Jones (Indians).
of
10,
plaint, drunk and disorderly; fine and costs imposed. Joseph Godfrey (Santee), prosecuting
witness.
January 11, 1892. Mrs. White Coat and Mr. White Coat vs. Charles Zimmerman. Complaint,
unlawful detention of property, writ of replevin issued; case continued until coming term of
"
court. Mr. and Mrs. White Coat backed financially 'by the Law and Order League."
January 30, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. Daniel Westerman, Mrs. S. D. Hinman (Indians).
Complaint, adultery; defendants placed under bonds to appear at next term district court. J.
A. Chadbourne, prosecuting witness.
March 7, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. Henry Trudell and Edward Blacksmith (Indians) Complaint, drunk and disorderly; fine and costs imposed. James E. Helms, prosecuting witness.
May 3, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. Antoine Boyea (Indian). Complaint, intoxication; fine
and costs imposed. James E. Helms, prosecuting witness.
May 9, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. S. B. Smith, Philip Webster, William Goodteacher, Joshua
Johnson, and William Wabashaw (Indians). Complaint, drunk and disorderly; charge sustained: fines remitted upon statements as to where liquor was procured. James E. Helms,
prosecuting witness.
May 16, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. Frank Fishbeck (white). Complaint, selling liquor without license; case lost; no evidence to prove that he gave or sold liquor. This case is the se-

fine

5,

1891.

and costs imposed.

November

1891.

.

assault and battery; Stephen B. Smith cleared, Edward Blacksmith fine and costs. Philip
Webster (Indian), complaining witness.
May 25, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. Henry Van Horn (white) Complaint, disposing of liquor
without license; defendant left the State. James E. Helms, prosecuting witness.
June 2, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. William Goodteacher (Indian) disposing of liquor without license; bound over to district court. J. A. Chadbourne, prosecuting witness.
June3, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. Joseph Chase. Complaint, fornication; the costs of action
paid by defendant, the couple legally married, and motion made by complaining witness to
dismiss the case, which was done. James E. Helms, complaining witness.
June 27, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. George Thomas and Mrs. Julia Simon. Complaint, fornication; case dismissed upon motion of complaining witness, defendants having gotten married. James E. Helms, complaining witness.
June 29, 1892. State of Nebraska vs. Daniel Ptegomani and Isabella Red Tribe. Complaint,
fornication; held to appear at next term of court, This case prolonged in order that one of
the defendants may procure divorce, so they may legally marry. James E. Helms, complain.

;

ing witness.
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Other cases of fornication have come before me but the parties have married
without going into the courts, and I know of no cases excepting of several years'
standing where parties are living together without being legally married.
Good has resulted from tjiese prosecutions; the Indians fear the penalty of the
law, and one arrest for drunkenness is usually sufficient to break them of the
habit, or else make them so cautious that I can not learn of their shortcomings.
There has been organized at the agency a society known as the "Law and
Order League." The object aimed at by the league is to protect the Indians
when they are being imposed upon and to punish them when they willfully infringe upon the law. The members of the society are Rev. A. L.Riggs, principal of the Santee Normal School; Mr. Chadbourne, assistant superintendent for
the above named school; Mr. Charles R. Lawson, justice of the peace; Dr. G. W.
By banding toIra, agency physician: John E. Tuckett, trader, and myself.
gether thus and dividing the expenses it has been made easier than it was-when
I first invoked the law, as each of the membsrs now shares in the necessary expenses incurred. We are not, however, burdened with cash, and if any of my
readers feel like sympathizing or helping us, the remittance of a few dollars to
George W. Ira, treasurer of the league, would be placed where it would do the
most good and be more gratefully received than a letter simply expressing sentiments of encouragement. I could dwell upon the legal status of the Indians for
some time, but space forbids, and I will now tufn my attention to "school."
The Santee Government Boarding School has done good work during the past year.
The attendance has been about the same as during the year last past but both
years the dormitory has been too much crowded for comfort or good health.
The school dormitory is about large enough to comfortably accommodate 100
pupils, but there have been squeezed into it 120, some of the beds containing 3 or
4 small boys, packed in like sardines, crosswise of the bed. It was expected
last year that a new building would be erected to be used as a boys' dormitory,
but the funds ran out or something else happened before it came our turn for
improvements. The number of pupils attending the school the present fiscal
year will probably be less than formerly, as nearly all the Ponca children will
attend some of the numerous district schools that have been started on the old
Ponca Reserve, now opened for white settlement. This will be a source of retrogression in the education of the Indian youth, for it gives the Indians an
excuse to keep the childien away from the boarding schools, and they will not
enforce their attendance at the district school.
I am not yet in favor of encouraging the district officers to get the Indian
children into school for a cash consideration of $10 per quarter per pupil. Some
other plan than this should be devised whereby new districts in the Indian
country should be helped, and the Indian youth should be compelled to attend
the schools maintained for them, and, where a sufficient interest is taken in
them, to see that they actually do attend and not do so theoretically. The
time is not ripe yet for Indians to be trusted to send their children to the dis;

trict school.

Our school buildings, excepting the barn and pigpen, are in fair condition
the exceptions noted should be replaced by new buildings, as they are unfit for
new dormitory building is needed. I have received instructions from
use.
the Department to submit plans, etc. .for a system of waterworks for the school,
the supply to be taken from the artesian well. This is a much needed improve;

A

ment.

The school work proper I will leave \yith the superintendent, as he has had a
better chance to note the progress made than I.
The Santee Normal Training School, Alfred L. Riggs D. D., principal, is a large,
thoroughly equipped institution conducted under the auspices of the American
Missionary Association; is first-class in every respect. Many of the trades are
taught the boys, and practical cooking, by an experienced teacher, to the girls.
printing office in connection with the institution enables the management to
give practical instruction in printing, and affords another means of education
not enjoyed by smaller schools. The capacity is about 150, and the attendance
reached nearly that mark the past year. The grade of work done has been ex-

A

cellent.

Hope School, conducted by the Episcopal Society, Prof. W. J. Wicks, principal,
another contract school, located 3 miles from agency in South Dakota, is another excellent institution, having a capacity of 50 pupils. It is well equipped
for class-room work, but has not the facilities for industrial work that either of
the two schools mentioned heretofore possess.
TheFlandreau day school, located at the village- of Flandreau, S. Dak., presided
is
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over by Hosea Locke, teacher,

conducted by the Government, and has been
the children living at a distance, but attending
have been boarded by the Government at an expense of $7 per month
with Indian families living closer by. The quality of work done speaks well for
the faithfulness and efficiency of Mr. Locke, who has been in the Indian educawell filled ^he past year.

is

Many of

this school,

tional work for many years.
The Ponca day school, located at the Poca subagency, Nebraska, is also conducted
at Government expense; has been doing good work among the Poncas. Rev.
John E. Smith, the teacher, has also had charge of the subagency, and faithfully
performed the duties of teacher and subagent. His school has been small, as
only those living within a radius of a couple of miles were able to send their chil-

dren.

At the Santee Agency there are two religious denominations
Eeligious societies.
well represented, Congregational and Protestant Episcopal. There are upon
the agency four church buildings, and by far the larger number of Indians belong to one or the other of these societies. There are several native ministers
and two resident white missionaries. Both these gentlemen have labored earnestly to promote the cause of Christianity, and in addition to preaching the
Gospel both gentlemen have devoted much of their time and money to promote
the cause of temperance and make law-abiding citizens of their charges. Improvement is plainly discernible along these lines, due more to the practical application of missionary work through the courts than from the pulpit.
Mechanical trades. Progress has been made in many of the trades. There area
number of good house carpenters, blacksmiths, and brick masons among the Indians, whose work will compare favorably with ordinary white artisans, and the
number is constantly increasing. I have learned of several Indian mechanics
hiring out to whites to work at their trades during the year. Their labor does
not command as high wages as whites, as they are not as a rule as rapid workmen. During the last year there has been erected at Flandreau Subagency, South
Dakota, twelve houses and five stables, all the labor excepting mason work beingdone by Indian workmen. All the work done at the Government shops, blacksmithing, wagon-making, painting, harness-making, repairing, and tinware, etc.,
is done by Indian labor; the miller and engineer are native workmen.
All are
neat and orderly, punctual in the performance of duty, sober and industrious. I
have only words of praise for my Indian helpers.
Agency buildings. These consist of gristmill, blacksmith shop, carpenter,
wagon, and paint shop, issue house, barn, wagon house, and a number of brick,
frame, and log dwellings for agent and agency employes. The past year there
were three small frame cottages 24 feet square, erected for the use of employes,
and about the same number additional are needed to take the place of an equal
number of log houses, that are old, rotten, and unsafe.
new storehouse is
needed, as the building now in use for storage of goods is very old, leaky, and
dilapidated, and were we not located among honest people it would be impossible
to keep the Government supplies from being stolen.

A

FLANDREAU SUBAGENCY,

S.

DAK.

Location.
It lies in the valley along the Big Sioux River and is a homestead settlement of Santee Sioux Indians. Their lands were taken under the homestead
act, and are not held, as allotted lands are, in trust by the Government.
Nearly
all are engaged in farming and are prosperous.
Their land is good and better
adapted to agriculture than that at Santee, their fields are larger, and as a
rule they are more industrious. The valley along which they are settled is
quite thickly populated, by whites and Indians, and many have patterned after
white neighbors, to their advantage. Crops of all kinds are very fair, more
stock in proportion to the number of individuals than at Santee. Rev. John
Eastman, the overseer of the Flandreau band, an intelligent Indian, has done
much to promote the welfare, spiritually and financially, of his psople. The
Flandreaus, as a class, are sober, steady, industrious, and law-abiding citizens.
The day school mentioned heretofore has afforded opportunities for a commonschool education, and there is now being erected near the village of Flandreau
a large training school, which will yield facilities for a higher grade of education than that usually found in day schools.
Rev. Hotea Locke, John Eastman (Indian), and one or two more
Religion.
Indian ministers attend to the spiritual welfare of the Indians of this band.
The number of Flandreau Indians varies but little. The census last taken shows
the number to be 307, a
from last year, as the number taken
slight falling off
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then was 309. Nearly all have comfortable frame houses and stables, and are
"
"
well equipped with stock and farming tools. There is not a Blanket Indian
belonging- to either the Santee or Flandreau bands, and as a rule they are as
well and neatly clad as white farmers or artisans.

PONG A SUB AGENCY,

S.

DAK.

The Poncas are an independent, sturdy race, that would be self-supporting if
help were denied them. They are more independent than the Santees, less
inclined to drop old customs, better workers, more dissipated, and subjected to
saloon influence more than the other Indians under my care. They number 207
individuals. The location of the band being close to the village of Niobrara,
where it is easy for them to procure spirituous liquors, and they being several
miles from headquarters of the agency, makes it easier for them to dissipate without being caught at it than those living at Santee. The people of Niobara
wink at their misdeeds and allow them to do about as they please, setting up a
all

plea of expense to the county if they are prosecuted. Something should be done
toward placing a fund apart for court expenses, for use of the citizen Indians.
I wish to extend thanks to the Department for the courteous treatment accorded during the past year, and to my employes for help and encouragement,
which has smoothed many of the rough places and made lighter many of the
duties and responsibilities that have devolved upon me.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HELMS,
U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT SANTEE AGENCY.
SANTEE AGENCY, NEBB., July 21, 1892.
have the honor to submit this my second annual report from this agency for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892, giving the number of cases treated in the school's and on the reservation, with results. This number represents the actual cases of sickness and does not include the vast number of responses for medicines, where one examination and prescription
SIR

:

I

was sufficient:

Cases in the schools
Cases outside the schools

..

170
526

Total

Recovered in schools
Died in schools
Recovered on reservation
Died on reservation
Remaining under treatment
Discontinued treatment

169
1

482
27
16
1

Total

Vaccinations successful.
Vaccinations unsuccessful
Total

Number

~138

;

of births during the year

36

^

I have had but one amputation during the year, the particulars *bf which was reported in
detail in
monthly sanitary report for May. There has been no epidemic, except one of influenza, during the month of January. While it was quite severe, it seemed to yield readily to
treatment. The general sanitary condition of the tribe is good, and they are increasing in numbers.

my

JAMES

E. HELMS,
U. S. Indian Agent.

GEO. W. IRA,
Agency Physician.

REPORT OF FIELD MATRON AT SANTEE AGENCY.
SANTEE AGENCY, NEBR., August

my

is, 1892.

SIR : As
time here at Santee as field matron has been very short and I have had no means
of getting around, only as I walked, I do not feel competent to make a very full report. However, the work has opened up very pleasantly. I have been able to visit about twenty-five Indian families in and around the agency and most of them several times. I find there is no lack
of work to do.
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I feel quite encouraged, as they receive me well and seem pleased to have me show them how
to bake, cook, crochet, etc., and take suggestions kindly.
I find it very hard among the older ones to accomplish much, as their ways are pretty well
fixed and they have no desire for better things, but the hope is in the younger ones. I think as

become acquainted with them and they with me more can be accomplished.
I find some of their houses very dirty, and lack of system makes them present a very untidy
appearance, while a few are quite clean and neat. It does one good to enter a home of the latter
kind and speak a word of encouragement. I only wish there were more. Only by patience and
persistent effort can this be brought about.
Respectfully, yours,
1

ETTA PENNEY,

Field Matron.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF FIELD MATRON AT PONCA SUBAGENCY.
AUGUST

15, 1892.

SIR: I have the honor to report to you for the year's work as field matron among the Ponc a
Indians the following: Families visited, 44. These have all been visited twice, and many of
them four or five times; in cases of sickness, daily visits.
There has been instruction in cooking, washing, ironing, blacking stoves, scrubbing floors,
etc. It is impossible that the account can be accurate as to time spent, visits made, etc., as I
have kept no record. It will be a pleasure to do so in future and much more satisfactory in
results, I am sure, to all parties. I am very glad that the work is now clearly defined; it is
more business-like, and more will be accomplished. The adage that "everybody's business is
nobody's^" is no truer than this: that work undefined is undone or, at best, half done.
As to the progress made in teaching the women, while there has been much that is discouraging and below the end aimed at in the beginning of the year, still there have been some cases
of such readiness to learn as to make me feel sure that the labor has not been lost. One effort
was to get tables for all, so that there should be no excuse for families eating on the floor. Ic
has taken nearly all the year to bring it about. Two opposite experiences in connection with
getting the tables illustrate Indian character. At one place a man said: "It is almost a year
since you promised me a table. I have now become discouraged waiting; I do not trust you;
I want no table." In passing another house an Indian called after me, came to the side of the
carriage, shook my hand, and signified by motions: "A table is being made for me at the carpenter's shop; you asked the agent for it; I thank you." He shook hands again and I drove
on, thinking that human nature is the same thing, be the man red or white some suspicious
and complaining, others capable of true gratitude. It was understood that when they had
their tables I was to take my outfit of dishes, furnished by Miss Emily Huntington, of New
York, and take dinner with the family. One young woman got her husband to take a load of
corn to town and buy a table in order to hasten my visit.
The sewing class, which has met at my room on Saturday afternoons, has been a great success, sometimes twenty women being present with quantities of children. The advantage of
this branch of the work has not only been in the learning to cut and sew, but has also reached
out in other directions. They understand that I expect them to come with their own and their
children's clothes clean and well ironed. This requires the doing up of the little garments
made at the previous meetings, and I am often surprised at the skill they show. It is not many
years since an Indian woman never thought of taking off a garment until it was \yorn off.
It is about the care of the house that the discouragement is the greatest. Their manner of
working is spasmodic and not regular. It is much easier under the spur of going somewhere
to wash and iron and get themselves in order than to stay quietly at home and day after day
keep the house clean; but they know they ought to be clean and are often ashamed to be found
otherwise; that is one good sign. Even Standing Bear himself took the broom and swept the
room quite clean during one of my visits. The Friends in Baltimore sent flower seeds and the
women have taken great pride and pleasure in sowing and caring for them; several have
planted trees.
Anyone who knows Indian women knows how peculiar they are in seeming indifferent to
what they are really interested in. One instance I will relate: An Indian who has himself been
away at school and has acquired a taste for better cooking than he gets at home spoke to me
about his wife, and hoped I would teach her. I set about it determined it should not be my
fault if she did not learn; but every day when I would get to her house she was sick and on the
bed. The curious part of it was that I would see her around the yard when I drove in sight, but
when I got inside she was unable to sit up. After this had happened two or three times I went
again by appointment with all my cooking utensils, got the children out gathering wood, made
a fire, took my things into-the bedroom, showing the woman just what I used and how I put
them together for cakes and pies, then wrote it off and pinned it upon the door for her husband
to read to her. All the response was an occasional ugh; apparently no impression had been
made. After spending the best of two days with her, I left her alone for some weeks. One day
in passing I looked in to see how she was getting along; found her doing a large baking; pans of
biscuit, doughnuts, pies, and cake everywhere; she was very happy over it, so my time was not
thrown away after all. But all do not do as well; it is a work of time and patience and the end
is not for many years.
I should like to suggest that something be done in the way of furnishing the- field matrons
with supplies for the old and the sick they are much to be pitied such supplies as tea, crackers, oatmeal, dried or canned fruit, etc. There is never any money in the family for such comforts, and they suffer on the coarse fare of the well ones.

Very respectfully,

M.

L.

DOUGLAS,
Field Matron.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OF SANTEE BOARDING SCHOOL.
SANTBB AGENCY, NEBB., August 2, 1892.
SIB I have the honor herewith to submit for your consideration my fifth annual report of
the Santee Boarding School. As the history of the school and description of the plant have
been given in other reports, I shall speak first of the improvements made upon the premises
during the past year.
:

Improvements. In the month of July, 1891, work was commenced on the new building to be
used for class rooms, and on the addition to the building heretofore used for that purpose.
This building, not being in a goodlocation to enlarge,was moved across the street, after a great
deal of hard labor, working without the necessary appliances for such work. After being
moved, righted up, and one partition taken out, a wing 26 by 30 feet was added, thus giving two
good rooms, the one about 28 by 40 and the other 24 by 26 feet, with sliding doors between.
These two rooms taken together made a good large assemblv room. The new building was
also completed, though not in time to be used until the month of October. In the meantime
seats were put in the boys' sitting, rooms in the main building, and they were used for class
rooms.
During vacation the dormitory building and industrial teacher's house were painted from
top to bottom inside, and new floor laid in some rooms. Later in the season the old wire
fence surrounding the yard was replaced by a good board fence, and an 8-f oofc platform built
about the building, with plank walk to the street, adding greatly to the appearance of the

premises.
Of the buildings needed at the school much has been said, both by those of us here and by
visiting officials; however, to no avail. The main building is always crowded beyond its capacity for a good sanitary condition.
The matter of fencing should go on, however, until a large part of the old fence is replaced by
the new.
The laundry is small, inconvenient, and even dangerous to the health of its inmates. The present laundress, the most efficient one I have ever known, has said that she would not endanger her
health in such a place another winter, and the Indians have always made more or less complaint
against their girls having to work in such a place. The school barn, beside being badly out of
shape, is not large enough to hold the school stock and several head were obliged to stand out
in all weather last winter. Plans and estimates for both these buildings have been submitted,
and authority for their construction patiently awaited for, but in vain.
Crops. The crops on the cultivated land of the school, while not so extensive aslastyear, look
far more promising. The potato crop at this time seems to be nearly sure, while of the corn I
can say that while on my recent visit to Oneida, Wis., I saw nothing equaling it. The smaller
vegetables are also looking well. The reason for the acreage not being so large as heretofore
is that, the lease we had with Blind Man, who owns land adjoining the school farm, having expired, he leased it to others.
The stock of the school has been increased during the year by the purchase of another pair of
horses and eight cows, with the natural increase of two colts and several calves. Among the
cows there are several that are poor milkers and these might be replaced by others to good advantage.
Attendance. In the matter of attendance for the year, the enrollment has not been quite as
large as during the previous year, it having fallen oft six in number, and eight in the general
average.
There are several circumstances that will in a measure account for this falling off: First,
about 20 of the pupils that were in school the year previous had either left the reservation
or were attending district schools. Second, the class rooms not being completed the average
for the months of September and October was only 71.8, while for the same period the year before it was 99.54. Third, many of the larger pupils were allowed to visit their homes during
Thanksgiving week, and again several of the larger boys were allowed leaves of absence to as
sist their parents in putting in the crop this spring.
The following shows the average by months and quarters for the year:

First quarter:

September

49.36
94.25
103.04

:

October

November
Average

49.;

Second quarter:

December
January
February

108.37
114.51
115.02

Average
Third quarter

102.44

;

March

116.16
102.93
113.78

April

May
Average

Fourth quarter
June...

Average

The above gives a general average
111.

30 for the

.

115.23

.

111.33

:

109.34

of 102.87 for the ten

months school was

in session, against

year previous.

The industrial training of the pupils has been kept up as in former years. The boys have been
taught farming and gardening, care of stock, and to do such general repairing as has been done
upon the premises. A class of eight boys has received some instruction in shoemaking, or
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rather shoe mending. The shoemaker employed not being an experienced workman nothing
but repairing was undertaken. I would suggest that this branch of the work be enlarged, more
tools and supplies purchased, and a competent man employed, so that the boys might be taught

shoemaking.
The girls have received instruction in all branches of domestic work and have made good advancement. In fact I believe the girls have received more good home training that will be of
benefit to them in the future during the past year than in other years.
Schoolroom work. The work in the class rooms has progressed only fairly well. The task of
further organizing the school to conform to the course of study has been closely followed and
as a result the school is better graded than a year ago. The addition of another white teacher
in the place of the Indian assistant, has added to the force of teachers and as a result the work
in the primary department has been very encouraging. The work of the other department has
not been as satisfactory as it might have been, owing partly to the inexperience and poor health
of one of the teachers.
The class rooms are pleasant and commodious, furnished with maps, globes, charts, frames,
kindergarten material, etc., and, with a strong corps of teachers, there is no reason why the
schoolroom work should not be of the best character.
In addition to the regular class-room work proper attention has been given to general exercises, such as music, calisthenics, talks on morals, manners, etc.
The Sabbath has been properly observed, a well-organized Sunday school of eight classes being held in the morning and a song service in the evening. In the afternoon the pupils who so
desired were allowed to attend church services at either of the missions. The school holidays
were also celebrated by appropriate exercises.
The health of the school in general has been very good, no epidemic disease having made its
appearance. Only one serious accident occurred during the year. This was in the case of a
small boy who fell from a swing, causing a compound fracture of the radius and ulna, complicated with a dislocation of the carpal bones. After nearly three weeks of careful attention an
amputation was performed.
In general. The work of the school has been fairly satisfactory, thoiigh, I am sorry to say,
not so much so as during the previous year. Your office is aware of the condition of affairs
that has existed here for the past six months, and, though no open rupture has occurred, there
has been an undercurrent that has been extremely difficult to control. This feeling, coupled
with the fact of the inadaptability of one or two of the employe's, has been the cause of the incomplete success of the school for the past year.
In conclusion, I would say that the great needs of the school are about the same as a year
ago. First, more farming land second, shops where the boys can be taught trades, such as
;

iron work third, hospital accommodations fourth, new buildings, siich as barn,
laundry, and dormitory fifth, a water supply, so that water will not have to be handled two
or three times in pails before reaching the house sixth, a better means of protection from

wood and

:

;

;

;

fire.

With the foregoing thoughts and suggestions
thanking your

office,

visiting officials,

I take leave of the Santee Boarding School,
and the agent for favors received during the year.

Respectfully yours,

CHAS. F. PEIRCE,
Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF TEACHER AT PONCA DAY SCHOOL.
PONCA AGENCY, NEBR., August 12, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following annual report of the Poncas:
of the people has been remarkably good. Out of the 200 members of this tribe
there have been only 7 deaths during the year, while there have been 17 births. Of the 7 who
died 5 died from some kind of lung trouble.
There has been less fault-finding and grumbling, and the Poncas have been more tractable
and readier to receive advice than during some previous years. The fact of citizenship has
affected them favorably, except in one or two particulars.
Crops. They have not attended to their farming so closely as during some previous years.
Crops are light because of drought and poor farming. A careful estimate gives the number of
bushels of wheat raised this year as 4,471; of oats, 1,465, and of corn, 6,815 bushels. These are
their principal crops. They do very little gardening, and practically their gardens furnish them
very little support.
They make very little use of another means of support which among white farmers is relied
upon largely. I refer to the milking of their cows.
In considering the amount of farming done here, the fact that there are seven white men married to Indian women needs to be taken into account. Of the 4,471 bushels of wheat raised
these men have raised 2,267 bushels; of the 1,4<55 bushels of oats they have raised 700 bushels,
and of the 6.815 bushles of corn they have raised 3,320 bushels. That is, they have raised
about one-half of the grain, and the thirty-four Indian families engaged wholly or in part in
agriculture have raised the rest. To one on the ground who is well acquainted with the habits
and work of the Indians the outlook for Indian farming is not very encouraging.
Evils. There are three growing evils among the Poncas which, if not checked, will affect their
progress toward a life of self-support very disastrously. The first is the use of intoxicants.
A large part of the money received from the Government goes for liquor, and when the annual
issue of clothing was made I am reliably told that a considerable part of that was traded for
whisky.
The renting of their land is a second evil. Although the rules of the Department are very
strict in this matter, they do rent their plow land and sell their hay on the ground. The
amount of land cultivated by them this year is less than heretofore for this reason Instead
of putting up their hay themselves and selling it for from $3 to $5 per ton. they sell it on the
ground at from 25 cents to 50 cents per ton.
The third evil, growingjout of the second, is their habit of visiting other tribes to beg ponies
and other things. Nearrhe last of June almost all the Poncas made a trip to the Omahas,
and were gone about a month. They report that they begged a hundred ponies. In the meanThe health

:
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time their crops, which particularly needed their attention at that time, were neglected. On
the 4th of August about a hundred Omahas returned the visit and have begged back most of
the ponies. Dancing, drinking, Sabbath desecration, and the neglect of necessary work are
concomitant evils. Such a visit leaves both parties badly demoralized and wholly unfitted to
perform the common duties of life.
The day school maintained here during the year was quite successful, except in one particular.
It is found to be almost impossible to induce the children to attempt to speak English, and
consequently what little they do learn is practically useless to them. The chief benefit an Indian child receives in a day school is the discipline he daily receives. The fact that he must
be punctual and do certain things at set times has a great deal of influence in molding right
character in him.
Mission work has been continued during the year with varying success.
The Poncas occupy the finest of the land here, and if they could be induced to labor somewhat steadily and give up old habits they might soon be very comfortable with pleasant homes

and abundant support.
Yours respectfully,

JOHN

E. SMITH,
Teacher.

The COMMISSIONER or INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF HOPE SCHOOL.
HOPE SCHOOL, Springfield, S. Dak., August 15, 1892.
During the past year our school work has gone quietly forward. The behavior of the
children has been exceptionally good, and they have shown a disposition to obey the requirements of their position to an unusual degree. As you may have noticed by our reports, we have
not had a single case of running a, way during the school year, a very gratifying" circumstance
SIR

:

to us.

The health of the children has been very good on the whole, and we have had no serious cases
Canfleld (Yankton, aged 8 years) who was withdrawn from
of sickness but one, that of
school by her father, February 23, on account of consumption. She died about the middle of
home.
to
have
her
She
seems
inherited the disease from her mother, who died of it
at
April
about two years ago. We also had two cases of sore eyes of a severe type. One recovered the
about
three
the end of the year we allowed the child, at the reweeks
before
other occurring
quest of her parents, to go home. I hear that she is improving.
Our helpers have been very efficient and there were no changes in the force of assistants
also expect all to return the coming year.
during the year.
Industrial Work. The girls of oui school have, as heretofore, been instructed in all arts necessary to a good housewife, in addition to their daily exercises in the school-room. The boys
have been taught, according as their ages and strength permitted, to work at gardening", to
care for the stock; have also been instructed in house painting and in using ordinary tools,
such as every farmer constantly makes use of.
One of our three larger boys, Joseph Ross, aged 14 years, spent four hours each afternoon in
the office of the Springfield Times, learning the art of printing. The proprietor, Mr. J. C. Young,
reports that Joseph made excellent progress in his work. Another, James Firecloud, spent his
afternoons in the harness shop of Mr. Stephens, who also gives a good report of the progress
of the boy at his trade. The hours of work in both these cases were from 1 to 5: 30 p. m. of five
days of each week. The third, George Vassor, had special charge of the stock.
Thanking you for the courtesies of the past year, I am,
Yours, very respectfully,

Emma

,

;

We

W.

J.

WICKS.

JAMES

E. HELMS,
U. S. Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF NEVADA AGENCY.
WADS WORTH, NEV., Augmt 27, 1892.
SIR In accordance with instructions and requirements of your office, it is
with pleasure that I submit herewith my second annual report, for the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1892. I feel that I can show progress in industries and education.
The reservations. This agency consists of two reservations, viz, the Walker
River and the Pyramid Lake reserves. The Walker River Reserve is in Esmeralda County, Nev., and, as shown by survey made by Eugene Monroe in 1865,
contains 318,815 acres, including the Walker Lake, which is quite a large
body
of water.
The Pyramid Lake Reserve is located in Washoe County, Nev.. and
contains 322,000 acres as per survey, and includes Pyramid Lake, which is said
to be 40 miles long by from 6 to 15 wide.
:

'
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Census.

The following

which shows an increase

is

a recapitulation of. the census, taken June
over last year's census, viz:

30, 1892,

of 14

Walker River Reserve:
Males above 18 years of age
Females above 14 years of age
Males betweenGand 18 years of age
Females between 6 and 14 years of age
Males under 6 years of age
Females under 6 years of age __

160
187
67

49
30
30

Total..

Pyramid Lake Reserve

.

523

:

Males above 18 years of age
Females above 14 years of age
Males between 6 and 18 years of age
Females between 6 and 14 years of age
Males under 6 years of age
Females under 6 years of age
Total

493

,

Total population on the two reservations

Males
Female s

157
160
62
48
39
27

i

:

515
501

j

Grand total

1,016

The agency. The headquarters of the Nevada Agency is located on the Pyramid
Lake Reserve, 18 miles north of Wadsworth, Nev. Many improvements have been
made about the agency headquarters and on Pyramid Lake Reserve but few have
been made on the Walker River Reserve. The dams and ditches have been greatly
improved. A cut has been made in the river, which, with some more work done
thereon, will save the school garden from being washed away. The employes
have taken much pride in beautifying the grounds about their residences, which
example I find the Indians following the trees about the grounds have been
well cared for and many new ones have been planted during the year. Water
.pipes have been laid about the grounds for irrigation as well as fire protection.
Walls have been built and many minor improvements have been made about the
agency, which I consider excellent examples for the Indians.
The Indians. The Pha-Utes both on and off of threseervations have been quiet,
tractable, obedient, and industrious. The white settlers in this section of the
country depend almost entirely upon Indian labor, and the Indians are fast be;

;

and stock-raising.
Their crops would have shown a much larger yield had they not
suffered from a gopher pest, which has destroyed much grain and vegetables.
This pest has been quite discouraging, but I impressed upon them the idea that
some kind of pest comes to all who follow the pursuits of agriculture, and for
this one we are seeking a remedy. Notwithstanding the drawbacks they have
had, good crops of hay and grain have been raised, and they appreciate more
and more every year the value of their products.
Industries.
They have been occupied in farming, repairing roads, building
fences, working on the dams and ditches, and fishing. At all pursuits, except
their fishing for market, they have done well. The odious fish law passed by
the legislature of this State has entailed upon them a severe loss of thousands
of dollars.
This, however, I shall endeavor to have remedied at the coming
legislature. The cutting of wood for the agency and school has been a muchneeded revenue for them. They cut for the Government during the year 232
cords of wood, for which they received $1,160, being paid at the rate of $5 per
cord. For barley, hay, and other products of their own labor sold to the Government they received $878.97. Value of their products sold to outside parties

coming

proficient in farming

Agriculture.

amounted

to $4,532.

During the year they hauled with their own teams 283,319 pounds
which they received the sum of $1,786. They are careful and
good freighters, and an instance has yet tooccur where any freight has been lost
or damaged.
Freighting.

of freight, for
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Cash receipts and disbursements.

The following

and disbursed at this agency during the

fisca]
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a statement of the cash received
year ended June 30, 1892

is

:

$30,357.85
29,825.36

Receipts
Disbursements

Amount deposited

to credit of

United States

532. 49

We were

visited in October last by these excellent
gentlemen to treat with the Pah-Ute Indians for the relinquishment of the

Pyramid Lake Commission.

southern portion of Pyramid Lake Reserve, which portion of the reserve includes the townsite of Wadsworth. I believe that they accomplished their
mission in a very satisfactory manner. You doubtless have their report on the
subject.
Survey of the new ditch. By office letter dated February 11, 1892, I was directed
to employ a competent surveyor to make a survey for an extensive ditch to reclaim a large tract of valuable land on and off the Pyramid Lake Reserve.
The survey was completed in the month of April, and I reported to you under
date of April 28, 1892. As shown by the survey, the ditch will be 45 miles in
length and will reclaim about 34,000 acres of valuable land. This ditch, if built,
will be of inestimable value to the Indians and in a few years at the most will repay its cost.
Lands in severalty. Continuing the work of my predecessor, under your direction,

during the past year, have completed and cured some thirty defective applications of certain Pah-Ute Indians residing at Stillwater, Churchill County, Nev.,
for the allotments of land under the fourth section of the general allotment
See my report to your office upon the subject
act, approved February 8, 1887.
dated March 5, 1892.
This is an allotment of some valuable land which should prove of great advantage to these Indians, but it is with regret that I have to say that from the present outlook it will prove valueless to them without material aid from the Government. In a word, they are too poor to purchase tools to work with, and at
present date have done nothing with the lands in consequence of their inability
to buy necessary farming implements, etc. They are an industrious lot of fellows and if given some aid and assistance would in afew years show good results.
White settlers on the reserve. By your orders I served in February last notices
upon some eight settlers who are tresspassers on the northern portion of the reserve to quit and leave the same, being as per treaty agreement between the
I.

Pyramid Lake commission above mentioned and the Indians.
Police and court of Indian offenses.
Several cases of minor importance have been
before the court during the year, all of which they have handled with excellent
judgment, and their verdicts have been final and well received.
Walker River Reservation. I visited this reserve, in accordance with custom, and
have to report everything as going on as well as could be expected under the
many disadvantages with which it has to contend.
The Indians there are very industrious, raising good crops of hay, grain, and
vegetables, and are very deserving Indians. They complain bitterly of the Carson
and Colorado Railroad Company, which, in consideration of the right of way
through their reservation, agreed, as they claim, to haul to market free of charge
their products. This the company refuses to do, and the matter remains unsetreported the matter to your office under date of April 4, 1892.
some trouble this year with the dam there, upon which they depend for irrigation, but this I hope to overcome before next season.
I am not at all satisfied with the day school at this reserve, which might make
much better progress had it the proper accommodations. The present accommodations are for 20 pupils only. Last year this school was in session ten months,
with an enrollment of 56 children and an average attendance of over 24. The
total cost of maintaining the school was $2,022.60, or $80.90 per capita.
I repeat my recommendations for the removal of the present site of this school and
for
it
is
a
and
matter
for the
agency quarters
sanitary reasons,
very important
health of both the employes and school children.
Wadsworth day school. This school is progressing well, and a marked improvement in the children attending it can be observed during the past year. The
total cost of maintaining this school was $805.69.
Pyramid Lake boarding school. My reports show that I have succeeded pretty well
in this school. It was closed for vacation with an enrollment of 77 and attendance of 73. I have found a plan among my parent Indians which is more successful and satisfactory than force in getting the attendance of children at school.
I fully
tled.
I have had

8397

I

A

21
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Force I have used but very slightly but with my plan I have to keep continually
at work. The old opinion that the Government should pay the parents for educating their children is not yet eradicated from their minds. I have in this
school one which I take pride in having visitors see. The kindergarten work
recently begun has achieved good results, and in all I think I have a school that
The children not only show
justifies the Government expenditure in results.
schoolroom progress, but the girls show it in the sewing room and housework,
and the boys in their garden and apprentice work. They are bright and cheerful at field work. I have difficult work in getting English spoken among the
children. Most foreign tongues take a pride in learning to speak our language,
but these little ones seem to be ashamed of it. I am trying to eradicate and
trying to get
change this, and am now working upon the "cause" thereof.
some Pitt River boys among them and in the school, and if I succeed in my efschool room is
fort think that the change will be marked in its rapidity.
just sufficient at present, but hope soon to report a crowded state.
The total cost of maintaining the school during the fiscal year 1892 was
$9,044.97, and the average attendance during the ten months school was in session was a trifle over 53, making the cost per capita $170.66. In addition to the
above, the cost of repairing the buildings during the year was $1,617.55.
came near having a yery disastrous fire in April last. It was bad as it was,
;

Am

My

We

and with my limited means to fight a fire it is only a wonder it was not worse.
As it was we lost over 200 cords of wood and other little property, all of which
has been reported in detail.
The Messiah craze. I am happy to report this craze as having almost subsided
at its cradle.
Roads.
Some time in December last your office instructed me to try to teach
the Indians how to care for their roads as white people do, and in the future
not to expect to be paid by the Government for what was a necessity to them"
selves. I had a
big talk" with them and met with what was to me a surprissuccess.
They built roads, under the supervision of our farmer, over which
ing
anyone would be pleased to ride.
Both the school and agency buildings at this reserve are in good
Buildings.
condition and are all that will be required with the additions that will be made
But at Walker River the accommodations are very
during the ensuing year.
poor, and having made special reports and recommendations as to what is needed
at that reserve I do not consider it proper to repeat them in this my annual re-

port.

The health of my Indians has been generally good at both reserves.
Sanitary.
There have been no epidemics of any kind, the most of the complaints being simple, with a few chronic cases among the older ones.
Indian houses. The Pah-Utes are beginning to erect neat little homes.
At
Walker River I noticed two built of hewn logs, which look neat and are yery
comfortable. At this (Pyramid Lake) reserve they have erected several of 1-inch
boards at their own expense. Some have neat little yards about their homes.
New flume. Our ditch has worked well this year. A few breaks have occurred,
which were easily repaired. It is of immense value to the agency and school
buildings, gardens, and grounds about the school. It supplies, by means of a
hydraulic ram. the large water tank in rear of the school buildings with water
for school use and irrigation, and we have pipes laid from it for fire deu worm "
I have built under the tank a large brick furnace, which has a
fefeise.
of pipe therein.
In severe cold weather by keeping a fire in this furnace the
heat thereof, together with the hot water from the "worm," prevents freezing.
About 2 miles from the agency buildings there is a long wooden flume of about
1,500 feet in length, carrying the water of the ditch across apiece of lowland and
the river. This flume has now been in use for eleven years. I did not think it
would carry me through last year, but have made it work for the season. The
boards are rotten and will not hold a nail. This old flume must be replaced during this winter, and I recommend a pipe*flume instead of the wood. At the
proper time will send estimates and ask for this necessary replacement.
I have been unfortunate in not having a visit from an inspector durInspection.
ing the past year. School Supervisor Leeke, however, paid me a visit in April
last, and his aid to me I much appreciated.
Herewith please find statistics, report of school superintendent, etc. Remembering your kindness to me during the year past, for which I feel duly grateful,
I am, sir,
Your obedient

servant,

The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS.

C. C. WARNER,
U. 8. Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PYRAMID LAKE BOARDING SCHOOL.
NEVADA AGENCY,

July

is, 1892.

SIR: As superintendent of Pyramid Lake boarding school I have the honor to submit the
following report for the year ended June 30. 1892:
I commenced the discharge of my duties on the 15th day of March, 1892. After glancing over
the situation I soon discovered that the teacher was overburmy field of labor and viewing
dened with class work and that she had too many pupils under her instruction to profitably
and properly manage. I therefore at once reclassified the school and took immediate charge
of some of the classes myself.
As the common use of the Pah-Ute language greatly retarded the progress of the school and
the advancement of the pupils, I issued an order that after the 1st of May English only should
be spoken in the school or on the premises.
I also require the employe's and pupils to obtain permission to absent themselves from the
school premises, as I found that they were in the habit of going away whenever they wished

without consulting anyone.
A general inspection is held every week, Sunday morning at 9 o'cloqk, and the pupils are held
personally accountable for the neatness and tidiness of themselves and their various apart-

ments in the school buildings.
I have also organized a military company and the boys are drilled every morning before
" has been
school. A "literary society
organized by the employe's and larger pupils for the
benefit of the school, and the fruit to be reaped from this organization will in the near future
be of great value to all concerned.
The seating capacity of the school room is 66, but as the industrial teacher and seamstress
usually have some of the pupils under their immediate supervision during class hours the
school is not so crowded as might appear.
The attendance during the latter part of the year has been all that could be desired. The
following is a summary of attendance and enrollment, viz
:

Total

number

enrolled during the year ................... . ........................ 75
Average attendance during the year ............................................. 533V0

The average attendance by quarters

is as follows, viz:
First quarter ................................. . ............ . ......................... 28?
Second quarter ...................................................................... 40/5

-

Third quarter

................................................................ . ...... 57^
...................................................................... 68||

Fourth quarter

Industrial training. The girls are instructed in household duties, sewing, knitting, cooking,
and laundry work, under the supervision of the matron and seamstress. The boys, under the
supervision of the industrial teacher, cultivate the school farm, keep the schoolhouse and
premises in order, and look after the school stock, consisting of 2 horses, 7 cows, 3 calves, and
6

swine.

The garden was run down to less than 2 acres and overgrown with weeds; but by good management and hard labor we now have 4 acres under cultivation, with the promise of a fair crop
of vegetables for use in the Indian kitchen. I will say, however, that the garden is too small
for the requirements of the school, and recommend that a few acres be added thereto.
School work. The school is now well organized for practical and profitable work in the schoolroom and industrial department. The class work of the school has more than met our expectation, and the advancement made during the year has been as good as could, under the circumstances, have been expected.
several of the large panes of
Buildings. The two main buildings need considerable repairing
glass are broken out of the windows in the "new addition," and the girls' wash room in the
old building is without suitable accommodations. All necessary repairs, I hope, by your fa;

made during vacation.
On April 29 a fire occurred about 11 :30 a. m., evidently accidental, which destroyed the laundry building, woodshed with about 203 cords of wood, and other school property. By a recent
letter I called your attention to the fact that a new laundry house was an immediate necessity,
and not knowing what action has been taken in the matter. I can only repeat that a new laundry building is much needed.
Conclusion. A school of bright boys and girls traveling in the same old beaten mental ways of
their fathers, dropping all instruction as soon as the teacher's voice is hushed, a more deplorable condition of mind and habit can hardly be conceived; and this is the rut this school has
been in for years. The Indian educational question here resolves itself into one of discipline,
and to succeed in this the superintendent must have the earnest support and happy cooperation
of the agent and those under him. "Let the past bury the past." Our ambition is for the
future welfare of Pyramid Lake Boarding School.
The presence of Supervisor William T. Leeke in April resulted in great good to the employe's
and the school. His thorough and practical knowledge enabled him to advise at the right time
and in the best way. Indeed his visit was very greatly appreciated.
I thank the white employe's under me for the zeal and energy with which they performed
vor, will be

their duties.

Respectfully submitted.

WILLIAM PHIPPS,
Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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REPORT OF WESTERN SHOSHONE AGENCY.
WESTERN SHOSHONE AGENCY,

August

20, 1892.

SIR: In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to submit this, my
third annual report, with accompanying statistics. From the census just completed there are

Western Shoshones:
Males above 18 years
Females above 14 years
School children between

118
-.. 133

6

and

16:

62
46
44

Males-..-...-

Females
Children under

6 years

403

Pi-Utes:

Males above 18 years
Females above 14 years
School children between
Males
Females.
Children under 6years

55
72
6

and

16:

32
27

20

206

A total population of
Industries.

from El ko

609

During the year the Indians have hauled 144,739 pounds of freight
to the agency, a distance of 120 miles over a rough mountain road,

receiving therefor the sum of $2,880.88. This money has been a great boon to the
Indians, much greater than the dollars and cents it represents. It has forced
them away from home and brought them in contact with business men and the
busy world in order to earn it. Their creditalong the road is first class; so, no
matter what happens to them, they are sure of all needed help from white men
whether they have money or not. They are also very reliable and careful freighters. The quantity of damaged freight arriving at this agency during three years
But as all of the
of Indian freighting is so small as not to be worthy of mention.
wagons (except a few purchased by the Indians) are light farm wagons, the
brakes made for a level country, the work of fitting up and keeping them in repair for our mountain roads falls heavy on the agency blacksmith. Several of
the Indians are becoming quite proficient in the art of horseshoeing. Each trip
adds something to their knowledge and efficiency in taking care of stock and
wagons.
Nineteen families raised sufficient wheat to supply them with flour
Agriculture.
through the entire year, while 36 more raised partly enough 51,000 pounds of
In addition to this
flour was made at the agency flour mill for the Indians.
about 25,000 pounds of wheat was sold to the whites, at an average of 2 cents per
pound. Most of this wheat carried some smut, rendering it unfit for flour,
which was caused by an insufficient supply of bluestone at seeding time. Also
15,000 pounds of bran, at 1 cent per pound, and 25.000 pounds of shorts, at li
cents per pound, was disposed of in the same way. About 150,000 pounds was
raised, of which 100,000 pounds was sold to the whites at an average of 2 cents
per pound, while the remainder was fed at home and kept for seed. Potatoes,
turnips, ruta-bagas, carrots, parsnips, beets, peas, etc., were sown in considerable quantities, but owing to the great extent of country over which the little
gardens were scattered and the irregular* harvesting of the crop, it is almost
impossible to form anything like a correct estimate as to the amount grown, but
quite a number of families had sufficient of their vegetables to last them through
the winter. Cabbage has been a failure, from the fact that the Indian met with
no success in propagating the plants. Try as I would, explain, and even make
a hotbed for them, the result was always a flat failure'. So this year I constructed a large hotbed at the agency, from which I distributed several thousand plants. The result is promising cabbage patches all over the reservation.
About 1,100 tons of hay, mainly wild, were put up by and for the Indians,
a small part of which was traded off to the whites for stock, and. sold to travelers for cash, but the main portion was fed to their own stock during the winter,
;
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As a

stock-raiser the Indian will be soon a decided
to care
through our long winter is likely to leave him afoot in the spring, hence
he works hard (and each year more intelligently) during the haying season to
accumulate sufficient hay to feed his stock through the winter. He is on good
terms with the white stockmen adjoining the reserve. They make camp together during the general round-up and deliver to each other their stray stock;
no serious misunderstandings have taken place between them during the last*
three years. The whites have learned to respect the Indian for his simple honesty, and the saying is common among our white neighbors that if your stock
strays to the reservation you are sure to get it. The Indian is equally fortunate,
for no matter where his animals stray, the word never fails to reach us promptly
all of

which wintered

success.
for itself

well.

He has learned through sad experience that to turn his stock out

telling its whereabouts.
There is a fair supply of everything in this line, except
Agricultural implements.
harvesting machinery, of which we have none, except hand-sickles.
Irrigation.
During the year a survey has been made for a storage dam acrosa
the Owyhee River, which, when constructed, will make this valley one of the
most valuable sections in the West. It will make farming permanent and safe,
and have a tendency to break up the habit of roving, so prevalent among the
Indians, which habit is disastrous to growing crops; but it is indulged ^in to a
considerable extent owing to the uncertainty of water in sufficient quantities to
he realizes that there is a certainty of an abundant supmature crops.
ply to mature crops the value of taking care of what he plants will keep him at

When

home.

The past winter was exceedingly wet and stormy, hence the natural flow of
the river has been strong enough to irrigate such crops as have been planted.
The main diverting dam has been placed in thorough repair, at a cost of $250 to
the Government. Gates have been placed in the main canal on the east side of
the river, which enables us to control the flow of the water: while on the west
side a main canal has been constructed about 4 miles in length, by the Indians,
without any assistance from the Government, farms laid out, and cross and distributing ditches made through the land. Another year this ditch will furnish
water for 250 acres of land so long as water flows in the stream.
Land. I would respectfully urge upon the Department the justice of making
some arrangements in regard to the land whereby some of the more intelligent
of these people can acquire homes, independence, and manhood.
Some of these
men ask me why they should build houses, roads, bridges, and set out trees,
when some one else is likely to enjoy the benefits except themselves and children. Interested whites are, no doubt, responsible for these opinions, but their
effect is pernicious, nevertheless, and can only be checked by putting them in
position to acquire title to the land.
Indian court. This tribunal has been in operation for about ten months.
Before appointing the members of this court I impressed them with the idea that
they were to be the conservators of the peace in the fullest sense of the term
that it would be their duty to counsel obedience to the law. This they have
done in the most thorough manner, and the results have been of the most gratifying character. The petty offenses that worry the life of an agent have been
greatly reduced in number, and the morals of the reservation would seem to have
been improved under their guidance and influence. Once a month the court
and police are called into the office and instructed in the law and their duties.
This is no slight task, but the results are all on the right side.
Indian police. The police are steadily increasing in efficiency and intelligence.
No infraction of the law, however trivial, escapes their notice, and it is immediately reported.
Roads.
During the winter, under instructions from the Department, I organized the reservation into three road districts, appointing the Indian judges as
road supervisors. Owing to the havy spring storms and exceedingly high
water the quantity of work needed to keep the roads in traveling condition was
enormous. In district No. 1 (Elko road) two substantial bridges were put across
muddy sloughs, a fill made (where the river was cutting around the end of the
main bridge) which took over 500 wagonloads of willows, rocks, and earth to
complete, so as to save the bridge from washing out. District No. 2, which
leads past the agency, was cleared of the loose rock, partially graded, and
thoroughly ditched and drained. District No. 3, which lies at the north end of
the reservation, was from necessity passed until fall.
Sanitary.
During the year the health of this community has been very good
no epidemic has visited us, nor have any serious accidents occurred. The
;

;
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agency physician is steadily growing in favor with the Indians. Although the
medicine man occasionally shows up, there is a positive gain during the year.
(See report of physician.)
Education.
The school was in operation nine months during the year, with an
The progress was all that
enrollment of 43 and an average attendance of 32f
could be expected from a day school. The children have been much better
about attending than usual, more attentive to their studies, and amenable to
discipline. Could they be kept from returning to their homes at night I firmly
believe it would soon compare favorably with the best district schools among
the whites.
One great cause for congratulation is the interest manifested by the parents
of many of the children. Parents who two years ago habitually hid their children on school days r during the past winter hitched up their rude sleds and deposited their children at the schoolhouse door. While this is not universal, by
any means, a great change for the better is taking place among the old Indians
on the school question.
The boys have been taught practical farming on the school farm, the care of
of the school cows, etc., while the girls have been taught plain sewing, cooking,
and washing. There was raised on the school farm 16,000 pounds of wheat, 2,400
pounds potatoes, 300 pounds carrots, 500 pounds rutabagas, 200 pounds parsnips,
100 pounds of cabbage, which was sufficient to supply the school with bread and
vegetables for their midday meal throughout the term also to furnish the
fine strawberry
necessary seed wheat and potatoes for this season's planting.
splendid
patch was planted this spring, which is in a flourishing condition.
garden was planted, also 12 acres of wheat but owing to the loss of our industrial
the
have
but
the
no
one
to
look
after
them
hence
outlook
teacher,
crops
myself,
is not as favorable as I would like to have it. Wheat will be fair, but the garden
.

;

A

A

;

indifferent.

The school owns 2 good work horses, 1 bull, 5 cows, 3 yearlings and 3 suckling
calves, making a total of 14 head of live stock belonging to the school, which
is in excellent condition.
The cows furnish an abundant supply of milk, and
the increase will soon supply sufficient meat.
The employment of a white cook and seamstress during the greater part of
the year has baen one of the main factors in the progress of the children. There
is no Indian woman sufficiently advanced in civilization to become a teacher in
the art of cooking, in fact they are an obstruction to progress, and none should
be employed where the object is education and advancement in the arts of civilization. While they can talk some English, they will not to the children; hence
the moment the children enter the kitchen or come in contact with the cook
they drop into their own tongue instead of learning to talk English, as they
would be compelled to with a white cook.
The girls advanced rapidly under the tutelage of the seamstress, some of them
becoming quite proficient in the arts of sewing, mending, and washing, and
should not be deprived of her valuable services. However, as the advertisements
have been published asking for bids to erect a boarding-school building, which
will necessitate the employment of competent help, the future of our school looks
bright.
The buildings have been kept in thorough repair throughout the year water
has been introduced into all of the buildings, and sufficient hose to use in case of
;

fire

has been purchased.

The Sabbath school established about eighteen months since is in a flourishing condition, and under the zealous management of Dr. Montezuma, assisted
by my wife and daughter, will certainly bear good fruit. (See report of superintendent.)

There has been a notable decrease in the number of fandangoes durDancing.
ing the past year, which I account for from the fact that most of the leading
men have been busy with their work and would not spare the time. I have
placed all such gatherings in charge of the chief of police, holding him to a
strict accountability for all disorders and petty crimes. The effect has been good.
The engine room to the flouring mill has been rebuilt, the main buildBuildings.
ing repaired, and the machinery overhauled, parts thoroughly painted to keep
it from rusting.
Other buildings have been kept in good state of repair. Four
houses have been erected for and by the Indians, and seven repaired by the
carpenter. One Indian house was accidentally destroyed by fire during the year.
In conclusion allow me to thank you for your kindness and courtesy during
the past year.

Very

respectfully,

The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS.

WILLIAM

I.

PLUMB,

U. S. Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT WESTERN SHOSHONE AGENCY.
WESTERN SHOSHONE, AGENCY,
SIR; I have the honor of giving

you

NEV., August

16, 1892.

my second annual report, for the fiscal year ending June

individual cases treated during the year have been 250, deaths 17 (two of which have been accidental by falling in a mining shaft) and births 8. From this report compared with last year's,
sickness has been reduced to nearly one-half and death proportionally the same. These were

reservation is good.
1 to take its place, for
lities our present

way

of dealing with the sick Indians is a discredit to the physician; to the Government a mere pretence, a blind in the sight of the ignorant and superstitious Indians.
Fandangoes, where the Indians concentrate all their superstitious customs, have been the
cause of many deaths. The dance begins at sundown and continues until late in the morning.
Overheating themselves in the craze and breathing the dirty dust during these long hours, have
caused them to catch cold and gradually turned into pneumonia, to which most of our Indians
are victims. The dust affects their eyes and throat. Much blindness can be traced to this savage
custom. Indians from a distance at this time have introduced immoral diseases.
It is gratifying to note that our enlightened Indians are gradually losing their confidence in
the medicine men. The old, ignorant and superstitiotis ones still imagine the practice of the
howling brute to be good. But with time, and as the younger generation take the places of
their parents, our hopes will be fulfilled and the labor we are doing for them will be rewarded.

CHARLES MONTEZUMA,

Agency Physician.

WM. I. PLUMB,
U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OF WESTERN SHOSHONE SEMIBOARDING
SCHOOL,.

WESTERN SHOSHONE AGENCY,

NEV.,

June 30, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit my first annual report of the semiboarding school at Western Shoshone Agency, Nev.
The school was opened on October 1, 1891, after a vacation of three months. The children had
become accustomed to idleness and wigwam life, and were with considerable difficulty induced
to return to school. They were filthy, shock-headed, unfit for and totally opposed to study,
which made their progress very indifferent for a considerable time. However, they improved
little by little, became more studious as time passed, and this last quarter especially have Bhown
a marked advancement.
The school farm consists of 90 acres, 27 acres of which are seeded to tame grasses alfalfa,
timothy, and red top for meadow. There are 15 acres of wheat, which promises a good yield, and
1 acre of garden planted to all kinds of vegetables needed, all of which are looking favorable
for an abundant crop.
The boys cheerfully do the work required of them about the school buildings and on the farm
while they have someone to take the lead and show them what to do and how to do it. This
being the case, an industrial teacher is an absolute necessity here, as there will be no one here
during vacation to attend to the growing crop or to harvest the same. The school has 2 horses
and 12 cattle. There must be hay and grain for them through our long, hard winter. It seems
quixotic to expect requisite results when there is no one in position to perform the necessary
labor to produce those results. Even though school was in session, it would be necessary to
have some one to supervise and assist in the work, as the schoolboys can not be depended upon
to do the work alone.
The girls willingly assist in the kitchen and dining-room work, sweep and scrub the floors,
etc., and are specially anxious to learn sewing; all of the larger ones being able to do plain
sewing and mending and have learned rapidly in cutting and fitting. They have shown such
an aptness in this branch of their education that it seems a pity to deprive them of the opportunity to acquire a knowledge so necessary to their welfare and so much to their taste. Although there are but few girls in this school and the duties of a seamstress are not so arduous
as in some schools, the few are entitled to the same opportunities as the many; a seamstress is
;

therefore a necessary adjunct to the school.
I found the schoolhouse in good repair; some needed work has been done; a step has been
placed around the front porch and several wagon loads of soil and gravel hauled around the
buildings to secure better drainage. Water pipes have been laid, which carry water with a
good force into all of the buildings, which will, when the hose and nozzles estimated for arrive,
render the buildings practically safe from fire. As all but the kitchen are adobe, they are not of
a combustible character, which reduces the danger from fire to the minimun. The kitchen is a
frame building and was very open, but has been ceiled overhead and lined from the wainscoting up with oilcloth, which adds much to its cleanliness and comfort.
There have been three deaths in the school this term, two of which were caused by pneumonia, the other by an accident which happened at home. It is my opinion that all of these
lives could have been saved, had there been a hospital building where they could have had
proper care. Outside of these cases the health of the school has been excellent.
Under the supervision of Dr. Carlos Montezuma, who is an enthusiastic worker in the cause,
assisted by Mrs. Plumb, who asserts a motherly influence over the children, Sunday school is
held every Sunday with a good attendance. A considerable interest is manifested and some good
has been done which will probably lead to greater results in the near future, and have a tendency to great good in eliminating superstition and bringing about a more definite idea of civilization, its laws and requirements, and engender a desire for education and citizenship.
All holidays have been observed with appropriate exercises, except Arbor day. On account
of the inclemency of the weather, and the impassable condition of the roads, no trees could be
secured. Therefore a common session of school was held in the forenoon. After dinner the
school listened to an address by the agent, in explanation of the origin of the day as a holiday,
and the causes leading up to it. The remainder of the day was given them as a holiday,
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The closing exercises of the school consisted of select readings, black-board exercises in mathematics, and sentence writing, singing patriotic and school songs, and addresses by the agent and
superintendent. Several visitors were present, both white and Indian. Some of the headmen
among the latter spoke to the children in their own language, explaining the benefits of an education, and urging them to apply themselves to study during vacation, that they might keep
their minds fresh and be able to make better progress next term. The pupils did well in all of
their exercises, and the day passed pleasantly for all.
Respectfully submitted.

W.

O.

VOBE,

Superintendent and Teacher.

WM.

J. PLUMB,
U. 8. Indian

Agent.

NEW
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REPORT OF MESCALERO AGENCY.
MESCALERO AGENCY, N. MEX., August

8, 1892.

SIR: In compliance with custom and in obedience to your instructions, I have

the honor to submit this my second annual report of Mescalero
for the fiscal year ending- June 30, 1892.

Agency, N. Mex.,

The census taken during month of June shows population of this
Census.
agency to be
Males above 18 years of age
110
Females above 14 years of age
217
School boys between ages of 6 and 16 years
59
School girls between ages of 6 and 16 years
49
Children under 6 years .-.
92
Total

527
2

1

Girls between 14 and 16 years counted twice

Corrected total
Decrease from last year's enumeration

525
6

This decrease is due to there being one less birth than deaths during the
present year and to corrections in former census. This census has been carefully taken and is, I believe, correct.
The reservation for the Mescalero Apaches is situated in Donna
Reservation.
Ana and Lincoln counties, N. Mex., and contains about 462,000 acres, of which,
under the most favorable circumstances, not more than 4,500 are susceptible of
cultivation, and not more than 2,000 can be irrigated.
The western part of the reservation is very rough, consisting of high, precipitous mountains, broken by deep arroyos, and, although well watered, the grass
There is an abundance of timber for fuel and building cabins, but little
is poor.
which would be of any value for sawing lumber. The timber is pine commonly
known as bull pine. In the eastern part the timber and grass is better, and
mountains are better adapted for grazing purposes, the slopes being more gradual and not broken by arroyos.
There is not a ton of wild grass cut on the reservation, while a few years ago
thousands of tons could be cut.
Fanning. The spring season is usually late, dry, and windy, and nights cold.
The water used for irrigation comes from mountain springs, is cold, and consequently vegetation grows very slowly until the latter part of June.
The difficulty of Indian farming on this reservation is that the portions of
arable land are small, situated in narrow valleys and canons, and are scatter 4*.
over an area of country 30 miles long, thus compelling the farmer to spend much
of his time going from place to place.
This year the farmer reports land under cultivation by Indians
:

Acres.

Garden
Corn__
Oats

2
-

-

300
139

Acres.

Potatoes

Beans
Total...

4
5

450

the 450 acres were in a compact body instead of being scattered over the
entire reservation, a much better showing could be made. The cultivation in
If
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the Three River country amounts to but little. All the ground ever claimed to
have been cultivated does not exceed 75 acres. The Three Rivers are three
small rivulets, the water from which would pass through a box 12 inches square
with a fall of an inch to the rod, not sufficient to irrigate 100 acres if the flow
was constant, but in the dry season when the water is most needed the "Rivers"
are dry. The Indians in going to Three Rivers have to travel a distance of 50
miles beyond the reservation lines, passing through the village of Tulardsa.
This is a source of annoyance to the agent and is unprofitable to the Indians.
No wire should be furnished for fencing that part of the reservation.
Stock-raising.
Formerly it has been the policy of the Department to encourage
the Indians in raising cattle. This would have been better before the grass was
eaten out, but under the present circumstances, as horses can be kept on shorter
grass and can travel farther for water than cattle, I think it would be more
profitable for the Mescaleros to raise horses than cattle. Horses are less liable
to stray or be stolen, can be raised as cheaply as a steer to three years old, and
can at that age be sold for double the price of a steer.
Agency building. The agency building is an adobe, 2 stories, 42 by 63 feet, 10
rooms, 21 doors, 24 windows, and 4 fireplaces. Sidewalks are needed and lumber has been sawed for that purpose.
School buildings.
Consist of 1 schoolhouse, superintendent's residence, 2 rooms,
1 girls' sewing room, girls' dormitory, boys' dormitory, sewing room, kitchen and
dining room, carpenter shop, and school commissary. The school commissary
building is in bad repair and a new one should be built.
There is a grass lawn of about 2 acres in front of buildings, and I have sowed
50 pounds of alfalfa seed adjacent to schoolhouse.
The schoolhouse is in fair condition, and with few repairs will be large enough
for all the scholars which can be procured for school during the next two years.
The school buildings have been thoroughly renovated, papered, and painted
inside, and other necessary repairs.
School.
There were 50 pupils enrolled during the school year. Average attendance was 44. From June 30, 1891, until September 16, 1891, and again during the period from February 7, 1892, until March 14, 1892, we had no superintendent.

Superintendent Atchison took charge of school March 14. Miss Belle Greene
was assigned to duty as teacher February 1, 1892, since which time she has had
entire charge of the school room and has done the teaching for both boys and
A marked advance can be seen in the pupils who have attended school
girls.
since the arrival of Miss Greene. The superintendent has made some necessary
improvements on buildings and school grounds.
In compliance with advice from the Department, I selected a committee of three
Indians from the parents of children in school who visit the school the last
Friday in each month. Both parents and children appear to be interested in
this, and I believe it will ba beneficial to the school.
On the 18th of June we sent to Fort Lewis Industrial Training School 26
Indian children, 7 girls and 19 boys. The children were procured by Supervisor Keck without any trouble. I also sent three Indian men to Fort Lewis
with the children they brought back good reports in regard to Fort Lewis and
surroundings. Over twenty letters have been received from the children, all
expressing themselves as being highly pleased and well satisfied with the
;

scnool.

For further information, re'comendations. and suggestions, I refer you to Superintendent Atchison's report, which I have the honor to inclose herewith.
Indian police. During this year the police force consisted of two officers and
twelve privates. They have performed all duties assigned them cheerfully and
faithfully, and are selected from the best men of the tribe. Ten dollars per
month or 33 cents per day for a man and horse seems to be very poor pay. I
should be glad to see their salary increased.
Present condition of the tribe. The condition of the tribe is certainly better than
it has ever been before.
This is spoken of by those who are best acquainted
with the Indians. Their advance in civilization is not rapid, but is gradual and
quite perceptible. This can be seen in their increasing temperance, industry,
affability, and by the gradual increase in the numbers who wear citizen's
clothes. They appear desirous to adopt the white man's ways, and are not
the wild mountain Apaches that they were once. The Apaches are fast losing
their seat in the saddle, for which they were once noted, and all their sports are
of an innocent nature. Just at present they are passing through the purgatory
of laziness; but the young men show some inclination to work and accumulate
property.

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN

330

NEW

MEXICO.

quarreling, bickering, and drinking than in any other communsize in the Territory. The manufacture of " tiswin " is almost,
and with the present police force can be entirely, suppressed. At least nine outof
every ten Apaches are opposed to it. With one saloon on the east, another on
the west, and each one just outside the reservation lines, it is a matter of surprise that there is as little drinking among the Apaches as there is.
Crimes.
With the exception of the four homicides which occurred 30 miles
from the agency on February 3, and one more in April, which was perhaps the
result of the former, nothing has occurred during the entire year that
ould
cause any trouble whatever. The difficulty referred to originated in a quarrel
between two women, and the men in undertaking to stop it became involved.
There were but ten persons present of these four were killed and two wounded
one by pistol shot, the other with knives.
There is a great increase in the amount of citizens' clothes worn; almost the enThe Indians are much opposed to ducktire tribe wear part American clothes.
ing overalls, but take kindly to Kentucky jeans and colloriade.
The eight Apaches allowed to visit Oklahoma Territory on leave of absence
of ninety days returned in eighty-eight days. The two Comanches allowed to
go with Chief Quanah Parker also returned.
I believe these Indians to be perfectly loyal to the United States Government,
are willing to abide by the laws of the country, and are very honest in paying
their debts. The only trouble is caused by the constant rumor of removal of the
The Apaches are much attached to their country and do not want to
tribe.
be moved. They have a strong love of home, which is the foundation of all
patriotism. Kind words and a few acts of humanity will go further towards civilizing the Apaches than a year of stiff-necked dignity.
There are a few Lipans here, some of whom claim supernatural powers this
if not closely watched may sometime result in trouble.
Indian court. There has been but one case brought before the Indian court during this year a case of jealousy between two women. Four arrests were made on
account of homicides 3 of the prisoners were tried before the justice of the peace
in Lincoln County and 1 before the district court at Las Cruces. All were ac-

There
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;

;

;

quitted.

Curing the year all has been done which could be done with the small
material asked for and granted. The cattle scales and branding chute
have been rebuilt, the old corral enlarged and a new one built outhouses have
Repairs.
of

amount

;

been rebuilt and water conducted through them adobe fireplaces have been replaced with stone; 4 miles of road graded and repaired; 4 small bridges built
and timbers cut for 2 more 18 new cabins have been built and logs cut for 6
others repaired 5 miles of fence cleaned 3$ miles of acequias and dug one-half
mile of new acequia, besides painting and many other light repairs.
The Indians are willing to build their own houses of logs if they can get lumber for roofing, doors, window frames, etc. They should be encouraged in this,
and no lumber furnished them except for roofing, flooring, doors, and windows,
the Indians to haul their own lumber. During this year the Indians have
taken great pains in building their cabins, making them warm and comfortable,
and building good stone chimneys and fireplaces.
Allotments of land. But few Indians are inclined to take land in several ty
One
of the principal obstacles in the way is the scarcity of tillable land which can be
irrigated on the reservation.
For the sanitary condition of the Apaches I refer 'you to the report of Dr, A.
E. Harden, agency physician, inclosed herewith, and for further information
;

;

:

;

.

to statistical report inclosed herewith.

Respectfully submitted.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

HINMAN RHODES,
U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN OF MESCALERO AGENCY.
MESCALERO, N. MEX., July 15, 1892.
SIR: In compliance with your request, I make the following statement concerning the health
record and the sanitary condition of the Mescalero Apaches for the year 3nding June 30, 1892:
The lists of the births and deaths are as follows: Births, 17 males 7, females 10; deaths. 18
males 10. females 8. Of these, 6 were homicides. 1 accidental; 4 deaths resulted from tuberculosis 3 being consumption of the lungs and 1 consumption of the bowels: 1 death, a child,
who, owing to imperfect development, lived but a few hours after birth; 2 deaths were caused
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by infantile convulsions, 1 by cholera infantum, and 1 (a child under 5) by measles; there was
1 death from pneumonia and 1 from pericarditis.
Epidemics. There have been three epidemics of eye disease, one of which was severe. During
February and March the measles prevailed. There were over 100 cases, including the school where
nearly all the pupils were sick. The disease was of a mild type, the principal trouble being
eye complications.
While the Mescalero Apaches are not a sickly race, they are not robust. The taint of scrofula
and of hereditary syphilis runs in many of the families, and when they are taken with any
serious illness they seem to lack the power of throwing off the effects of the .disease. They are
therefore a people in whose system is a latent tendency to all varieties of tuberculosis. That
they enjoy a good degree of health is no doubt due to the high altitude of the reservation and
to the unrivalled climate of the table lands of Southern New Mexico. The temperature is very
even; there is no sultry atmosphere, no dampness outside the rainy season (July, August, and
September). The water, though hard, is good. The air is pure and invigorating, and everything in nature tends to cau-e an almost perfect condition of health.
Cleanliness.
The Indians of this tribe are up to the average of Indian tribes in the matters of
chastity and cleanliness; venereal disease of recent origin is rare. They keep their tents quite
clean, and a frequent change of the place of their camps prevents any bad results that would
otherwise come from refuse material or the absence of outhouses and artificial drainage.
The health of the employes and of the school children has been excellent. During more than
half the year I have spoken once a week to the scholars on the simple principles of physiology
and hygiene.
The buildings of the agency and school could be greatly improved by general repairs; while
these are not exactly unhealthy, still they are not as comfortable or convenient as they should
be. Some changes have been made during the year, so the condition of the grounds and of the
buildings of both agency and school is better than a year ago.
The Mescalero Apaches are very ready to call on the agency physician. There are on the
average two or three calls at the office every day, and during each week the physician makes a
few visits to camps at a distance from the agency. As the tribe is small, it will be readily seen
that a large number of these office calls are trivial. In going from camp to camp I have
endeavored to give the Indians some idea of personal and household cleanliness, such as bathing, the washing of clothes, etc. also proper habits of eating and taking care of the body.
I have given the women object lessons by preparing at the tent simple dishes for the sick.
In a few instances these directions have been followed with a reasonable degree of success.
Medicine men. The Indians at Mescalero, so far as I can learn, do not resort to any extent to
the incantations and barbarous ceremonies of "medicine men." There are four or five "medicine men," but their work is almost entirely confined to the preparation of drinks from herbs
and roots. Many of these infusions have a decided medicinal value, and I have been interested
in analyzing and testing some of the drugs. The root of a plant that is a variety of the Aralia
racemosa seems to be the general panacea.. This root, powdered and used as snuff or smoked
in the form of a cigarette, is the remedy for common colds and catarrh of the air passages
chewed and swallowed, it is a remedy for stomach and bowel troubles well mixed with saliva
by mastication and sent from the mouth with great force on to a sprained joint or rheumatic
limb, it is the universal liniment. This drug has very decided stimulant and expectorant
properties, besides being a mild alterative. "
Another plant used by the "medicine men is the ephedra. The spearmint, peppermint, and
pennyroyal are all made into warming drinks; prepared in the form of tea, they are of great
utility as carminatives, and the Indians use these mints intelligently. Other herbs are employed in various ways. The "medicine men" are the druggists as well as the doctors of the
tribe. While they rarely resort to incantations, they have great faith in vigorous massage, especially in abdominal troubles, and in many instances their views and methods are not so very
diverse from the simpler principles of medicine and of practice as it was a few years ago.
In closing please permit me to thank you for the help you have so often rendered in the case
of sick Indians, both in supplying me with food and extra clothing for them, as well as in the
marked interest you have always taken in my work. I have received many valuable suggestions from you.
;

;

;

Very respectfully,
A. E.

MABDEN, M.

D.,

Agency Physician.

REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OF MESCALERO BOARDING SCHOOL.
MESCALERO, N. MEX., July so, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to hand to you the annual report of the Mescalero boarding school for
the year ending June 30, 1892.
History. Twenty-five years ago the Mescalero Apaches formed numerous small bands of marauding savages who gained a miserable support by committing depredations in Arizona, New
Mexico, western Texas, and northern Mexico. After being subdued and held in control for some
time by the military, a reservation was set apart and an agency established for them in 1873.
While yet under the surveillance of the military, a teacher was employed in the Indian camps
about Port Stanton, who gave the children simple instruction by means of pictures and such object lessons as he could easily devise.
A day school was opened at the agency in 1880 and continued with varying success till 1883.
The enrollment each year was 24, with a daily average of half that number. The school population in 1883. was reported to be 300, which was probably a rough estimate.
In June, 1882, four boys were sent to school at Albuquerque, the first patronage of a nonreservation school by this tribe. Since that time 31 boys and 11 girls have been sent to Albuquerque,
Santa F6, Grand Junction, Colo., and Fort Lewis, Colo. The report for 1883 states that five Mescaleros could read English, three of these having learned in that year.
During the same year three new agency buildings and one boarding-school building were
erected, at a cost of $5,000. During the fiscal year of 1884, the boarding school was conducted for
four months, with an attendance of 15 pupils and was full in the care of three employe's, a
matron, a cook, and a teacher.
In 1885 a day school was conducted in the northwestern part of the reservation for the benefit of the large camp of Jicarillas and Mescaleros then located in the Three Rivers
valley. In
May, 1887, this school was discontinued, when the Jicarillas were removed from the reservation.
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For the same year the agency boarding school enrolled 35 pupils and the school farm was enlarged from 2 to 15 acres. For some years the capacity, enrollment, and daily average harmonized completely. In 1888 the school farm had grown to 42 acres grain and vegetables grew
in superfluous abundance, 500 pounds of butter were made by the pupils withal, a sort of
golden age "of plenty prevailed, and, as the agent's report says, a "peaceful compulsion out of
barbarism was to make the Apaches "self-sustaining in a few years." After wards the capacity of the school was increased to 45 pupils, which the agent says would be all the available
children, but at the same time reports the school population as 312. So the school remains to
the present time, although the census is rapidly bringing the school population down to the
capacity of the old adobe buildings which marked the ambitious efforts of progress in former
days.
Attendance and progress. Many changes have occurred among the school employe's, An epidemic of measles has passed through the school, and the agency has been in a very unsettled
state, yet the capacity of the school buildings has been taxed to the utmost during most of the
year. The interest and progress of the pupils in literary studies were of a good average for
reservation schools. Three boys have been serving at trades with wages, and have done
well. All pupils have been carefully detailed to different kinds of labor, such as farm and garden, stockyard, kitchens, etc.
After the severe epidemic of measles the pupils gradually brightened up, and, with improved
food at the last, came out of the year's session as fat and hearty as fond parents could wish, with
one sad exception, an excellent boy with honored name (Benjamin Harrison) failed to rally
and respond to the quickening influences of springtime, and death claimed him soon after the
;

;

close of school.
While we are glad of the fact, we shall greatly miss the 24 best pupils, transferred during the
last quarter to the new industrial school at Fort Lewis, Colo.
Both boys and girls have had to be employed at manual labor too many hours each day, and
have had too little time for play. The stunted mental condition of a few people who have
been longest in school reflects badly upon their early class work. Altogether progress has
been slow in the education of the Apaches. In 1883 only 5 Mescaleros had learned the rudiments of reading; now we can count but 35 who can read and write fairly well.

Attendance

Sex.

classified.
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leave the agency residence and some other buildings for the use of the school, which would
amply accommodate the available pupils left now on the reservation. This purchase would
add to the reservation a half section of improved land, which would accommodate 20 families
of Indians and bring them under close supervision. On the property also are a floiir mill, a saw
and planing mill, and a fine bearing orchard. These Indians need the mills and can not be civilized without them. I could recommend a practical mechanic to-day who could operate both
mills successfully with Indian help.
If the Department considers this plan for the enlargement of the school not feasible, then I
would recommend the expenditure of about $3.500 for the erection of new buildings, for which
estimates will be submitted if desired. The present buildings are a discredit to the Government
and entirely inadequate for the work required.
(2) That the cattle belonging to the school, and not suitable for dairy purposes, be sold, and
that the proceeds, or so much thereof as is necessary, be used to purchase six head of extra-grade
milch cows also that the balance of the proceeds, or not to exceed 1200 thereof, be used for the
purchase of a second or driving team for the school, one team having already been estimated
:

for.
(3) That the agent be authorized to place in charge of the superintendent of the school a
small part of the dry goods and other supplies furnished for the subsistence of the adult Indians, to be used in payment for labor for the school by adult Indians. As stated above, the
pupils have too much manual labor at present, and much work besides that would advance
the school has to go undone. Having made numerous experiments at my own expense, I believe that something can be done by the school for adult Indians in this way. It is not a scheme
to lighten the work of employe's; since when a squaw is assisting matron, seamstress, or laundress, as much help is necessary as with a child, and so with farm or carpenter work.
(4) That the position of assistant matron be authorized for an Indian girl; wages to be the
same as for an apprentice not a pupil. The help is much needed in the dining room, sewing
room, etc. Besides, such a standing offer should be made to interest the Mescalero women in
the school.
Many of these Indians want and all
(5) That an extra carpenter's apprentice be allowed.
should have houses. But they should be such houses as commend themselves to the red menneat but cheap box or frame cottages, with good floors and painted walls. If they can secure
the lumber necessary, the school carpenter, with two apprentices, could do much in this line to

advance the

tribe.

Respectfully submitted.

ANDREW ATCHISON,

HINMAN RHODES,
U. S.

Superintendent.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF PUEBLO AND JICARILLA AGENCY.
PUEBLO AND JICARILLA AGENCY,

Santa Fe, N. Mex., August 30, 1892.
have the honor to submit the following report of the affairs of the
Pueblo and Jicarilla Agency for that portion of the fiscal year 1892 during
which I have had charge of the same
I took charge of the Pueblo Agency on the 16th of September, 1891, relieving
Jose Segura as agent thereof, and on the 1st of October I took charge of the
Jicarilla Apache Agency, relieving U. S. Indian Agent Charles A. Bartholomew,
the Jicarilla Apache Indians being attached to the Pueblo Agency.

SIR

:

I

:

PUEBLOS.

The census

of the Pueblo Indians for the fiscal year 1892 shows the
Indians to be 8,536, a slight increase over the preceding year.
Males over 18 years of age, 2,701 females over 14 years of age, 2,657 children
between the ages of 6 and 16, 2,323.
There are attending the different schools under the supervision of this agency
628 children, which number does not include the attendance at the bonded
schools. The attendance at Santa Fe Government bonded school, under the
supervision of Prof. S. M. Cart, shows an average of 153. The U. S. Industrial
School at Albuquerque, N. Mex., under the supervision of Prof. W. B. Creager,
has an average attendance of 244. Any scholars taken to schools outside of the
Territory this office has no account of.
Regarding the census of the Pueblos, I have taken it as best I could, and do
not consider it thoroughly reliable. The different pueblos or villages of the
Pueblo Indians being scattered over the Territory for a distance of several hundred miles, there being no appropriation for the employment of enumerators,
the only method left was to take the census of last year together with diligent
inquiries and compile a census therefrom. I would earnestly recommend that
a careful and thoroughly reliable census be taken during the present fiscal year
by competent enumerators employed for this special purpose. I suggest that
the work be commenced early in October, giving as my reason that October is
the season when the crops are gathered and are more come-atable as to quantities, and a more reliable account of what they have raised during the year could
Population,

total

number

of

;

;
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be had, as this is not the case when the census is taken in June, as at that period of the year the crops are still ungathered and can only he approximated.
I may add that I am of opinion that the cost of taking- the census in this way
would not exceed $600.
Education.
There are under the supervision of this agency and in operation 11
contract day schools, 3 contract boarding schools, and 3 - Government day schools.
These schools are located and have an average attendance, computed for twelve
months, as follows
:

Ramona boarding

school at Santa

Fe

391
73i
69i

St. Catharine's boarding school
Sisters of Loretto school at Bernalillo

Day

schools under the Presbyterian Board of

Home Missions

8

Jemez

Hi

Zuni

Laguna

Day

schools under the Roman Catholic archbishop atSan Juan
5
'

Santo Domingo. ._

Acoma

Laguna
Taos
Jemez

Cochiti
Santa Clara

12
16

_.

26
8

21!
18
lli
23i
26

_

Government day schools
Laguna

.'..
.

Isleta

,

at

Isleta

_

at
1 2i

9
.

14i

In the early part of the fiscal year there were 4 Government day schools, one
being located at McCarty, which was discontinued owing to the small attendance.
The Catholic contract day school at Isleta was also discontinued in April.
The advance in education among the Pueblos is quite perceptible from year
to year, perhaps as much so as can be expected from people in their condition
who have always been opposed to education and schools. This opposition is
being gradually overcome by the continued efforts of the school teachers and by
the influence of the missionary work carried on amongst them.
The Indians, however, still show considerable reluctance to allowing their
children to attend school. This is true of all the Pueblos, some, however, showing more disposition than others to have their children receive the benefits of
education. Another difficulty the teachers have continually to encounter is to
In many instances the
secure regular attendance after the pupil is enrolled.
pupil will attend with commendable regularity for a little while, and then, for
some trivial cause, for which of course the parents are responsible, attendance
ceases until perhaps the persuasive efforts of the teacher secures the child's r jturn to school. On this account the progress of the pupils is greatly retarded
.and the result at the end of the school term is not what it would be if unremitted
It would greatly facilitate the education of
attendance was had in every case.
the rising generation of these Indians if a law were "passed by Congress makingattendance at school on the part of all children of school age compulsory.
Returned students. I regret that I am unable to report favorably in all cases of
returned students " which have come under my notice. There are some of these
scattered among the Pueblos who have been to Carlisle or elsewhere in the East
and have learned some trade. On returning to their native pueblos they find of
course that they can not exercise their occupation, be it tailor, printer, or painter,
and they consequently become discouraged and gradually fall back to the old way
of living. In cases where they have learned the trades of, say, carpenter, blacksmith, or harness-maker, these callings have been a great source of help to them,
but they find it difficult to pursue them to any extent, owing to the fact that they
are too poor to purchase suitable tools, etc. Deserving cases have come under
my observation, in which Government aid in supplying these returned students
with moderate outfits would be of immense benefit, not only to the recipients, but
to the whole pueblo.
It is well known that the returned students are exposed to very considerable
ridicule from the older members of the pueblos, on account of their wearing
' '
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It is difficult for any of them to withstand the pressure brought
civilian dress.
to bear upon them to return to their former mode of life but I find that the
females are more apt to succumb and go back to the old customs than are the
;

males.
Farming. There is not much that is new to report as to the farming operations
of the Indians.
Depending as they do almost entirely upon the product of their
fields for a livelihood, agriculture occupies the largest portion of their time and
attention. To enable them to discard the "old time" implements of farming,
the Government continues to supply the most deserving and energetic with more
modern tools. They are very grateful for such, and I believe their husbandry
considerable quantity of wire for
has decidedly improved in consequence.

A

fencing has been supplied to them during the past year, and each pueblo has
now a large area fenced in and protected from the inroads of the herds of their
neighbors. Each year they break more new land and the past year has been no
exception in this respect. The Pueblos as a rule have a good system of irrigating ditches wherever opportunity offers for the same.
I find it impossible even to approximate the amount of crops these people
raise.
However, they "have always a surplus and market a fair quantity each
year. If I ventured to make" up an approximate estimate "of their products, it
would not be free from the suspicion of un truthfulness and would be an injury rather than a benefit to the service.
This branch of industry has received the usual share of attention.
Stock-raising.
"
Sheep, goats, horses, and burros" form their chief live stock, together with a
In some of the pueblos small herds of cattle may
fair supply of domestic fowls.
be seen.
Land titles. In common with the agents who have preceded me in this office, a
large portion of my time has been occupied in hearing disputes about land. You
are aware that the tenure by which the Indians hold their lands is founded on
grants from Spain dating back several centuries. At that period, as the land
was of little value, these grants were made after a very loose fashion, little accuracy being used in the description of boundaries, etc., and as no records exist
of any surveys having ever been made the extent and boundaries of these grants
have always been matter of contention between rival claimants. This state of
things has led to a constant crop of complaints to the agent by the Indians of
trespassers on their land, or, where pueblos are adjacent, of one pueblo encroaching on the lands of another.
There is now some prospect of these land matters being definitely settled. The
United States court of private land claims, created by act of Congress for the
settlement of land-grant titles, has been sitting in Santa Fe during tiie past year.
Some of the Indians have already brought their claims before the court to be
adjudicated upon, and others are taking steps in the same direction. I have in
all cases advised the Indians to do this as the only means of having their grants
of land confirmed to them if genuine.
In this way I hope to see an end of the
constant disputes between settlers and Indians which have been going on for
many years. I find, however, a serious barrier in the way of bringing these landgrant claims into court to be the poverty of the Indians, who do not possess the
means to employ attorneys to take charge of their cases. It is impossible to
overestimate the importance of having these titles properly ad justed at this present juncture when the land court is in a position to receive and entertain their
claims.
Health.

On

the whole the pueblos have been unusually free from the epidemics

which in some former years have

visited them.
In a former communication I denounced the practice in
Governorship of pueblos.
some pueblos of electing a white man as governor. I deprecate the custom on
several grounds. It is usually found that the man selected has a distinctly selfish interest in view. He generally has a store in immediate proximity to the
pueblo and wields his influence as governor for his own selfish ends. I am of
opinion that the election of white men as governors of pueblos should be vetoed

by the agent, acting under instructions from the honorable Commissioner.
In connection with this subject I desire to state that there have been instances
which for one year a progressive man (Indian) has been elected as governor,
favoring all the modern ideas of improvement. The following year a man of
totally different ideas succeeds, and by his influence and position undoes to a very
great extent the work of progression previously started, in the way specially of
education. I would suggest that the agent be empowered, after a thorough' examination and presentation of the facts to the Department, to remove any such
elected governor who proves to be a stumbling block in the way of his people's imin
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urovement, as such a man is not only detrimental to the welfare of his people,
but to a large extent nullifies the previous expenditures of the United States
Government.
In this connection I would suggest that the teachers of
School industrial work.
the Government day schools be supplied, as occasion arises, with suitable material for teaching sewing and other industrial work to the girls.
Last year the
experiment made in this direction at Cochitti and Laguna schools proved very
beneficial and led to a greater regularity of attendance.
The question often arises as to the citizenship of the Pueblo InCitizenship.
dians. On several occasions the older people have made application to this
office to become citizens, and in a former communication to the Department 1
stated an instance of this kind. This is a mooted question, and, after considerable
attention given to the subject, I would recommend that all graduates, on attaining their majority and passing a satisfactory examination, such as may be prescribed by the Indian office, shall have the privilege offered them of becoming
citizens of the United States. There is a feeling amongst returned graduates
that they are still Indians and that they are in duty bound to return to their
pueblos, whereas were they given citizenship they would be on an equality in
this regard with the outer world, and would be more likely to act independently
of their tribal relations and government, and to mix among the general
population and follow the avocations they have acquired at school.

JICARILLA APACHES.

Apache Indians, whose reservation lies in New Mexico, adjoining
number 844, according to the census just taken. The number
of males above 18 years of age is 193 the number of females above 14 years of
age is 278. The number of school children between the ages of 6 and 16 is 255.
Of the latter there are attending the United States Government
Education.
school at Santa Fe 26 males and 6 females. The total number of males enrolled
was 30 three of these returned home sick, one of whom died a short time afterward and one died at school. The total number of females enrolled was 8, one

The

Jicariila

the Colorado line,

;

;

whom

died at school, and one being sent home sick died shortly afterwards.
In this connection, I have to report that these children are bright and have
made excellent progress in their studies. These people are very anxious to
have a school upon their reservation, which in my judgment would do much
good, and I would recommend that such an institution be given them, as such a
school would do away with much of the prejudice that now exists against educationallowing their children to go off the reservation and would prepare
the young for entering the higher graded schools.
Land. All have received and accepted their land in several ty, which has done
away entirely with disputes as to ownership, in former times very frequent.
Many have made and are making good improvements upon their lands.
Farming. Not a few have endeavored to farm this past season; some have raised
fairly good crops, and others have had entire failures from lack of water for irrigation purposes, this being a very grave question with them. Some who had
seed issued to them did not plant it at all, but ate the wheat and potatoes and fed
the oats and corn to their animals, as they say that they had been promised that
they should be removed to another reservation, and consequently did not plant
their land. Considerable more farming would have been done had the removal
question not been agitated.
At the present time there are practically no irrigating appliances on
Irrigation.
the reservation. There are several lakes on it, but to what extent, if at all, they
could be utilized could only be ascertained by employing the services of a competent engineer, who could furnish the information as to the amount of land
of

possible to irrigate.
Bonafide settlers. These settlers have taken up and now occupy the choice lands
of the reservation, in all cases having plenty of water supplied from springs for
irrigating purposes. They raise abundance of wheat, oats, barley, hay, and all

the smaller vegetables.
This state of affairs has led to the Indians being obliged to accept the inferior
and second choice lands, and. very few of them possess irrigating facilities, such
as natural springs, upon their allotments. There is no doubt that in nearly all
cases the presence of these settlers amongst the Indians is prejudicial to the interests of the latter. They allow their stock to trespass on the reservation,
thus giving rise to considerable trouble. The agent has had to see that the stock
was driven off, and on several occasions he has been obliged to impound the
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animals. If it were possible to get rid of these settlers in a legal way, affairs at
the agency would proceed much more smoothly than they do at present.
Stock.
During; last winter, which was exceptionally severe, these people lost a
very small percentage of their stock, in this respect comparing favorably with
their experience in former years. This was due in great measure to their providently laying up feed for winter use. The majority of the stock on the reservation consists of horses, there being but few cattle and sheep. I am thoroughly
convinced that, owing to the altitude of the reservation, which is 7,000 feet
above sea level and over, and the farming season being short, that this section
of country is much better adapted to the raising of stock than to agricultural
purposes. The country being hilly and producing nutritious grasses, I would
recommend that the Indians be encouraged to devote their time to raising sheep
in preference to cattle, as the former can be tended with much more safety, being herded in the hills during the summer and the hay in the valleys being cut
and prepared for winter feed. The abundance of timber on the reservation
would enable the sheep owners to build winter shelter, such as corrals and sheds.
The fact that so many thousands of sheep are fed in close proximity to the reservation, and often encroach upon it, confirms the opinion that this kind of stock
can most profitably bs raised in this section of the country. It is only by continual vigilance that the vast herds of sheep are kept from trespassing upon this
range.
I have endeavored to organize a court of Indian offenses,
Court of Indian offenses.
but so far have been unsuccessful, finding it difficult to get the headmen to assume the office of judges, they not realizing at present the responsibility. I
shall, however, continue my efforts in this direction and hope to accomplish the
end in view shortly.
There has been and still is carried on the nefarious traffic of sellSale of intoxicants.
ing these Indians liquor, but on the whole I believe that there is less of this than
formerly. I have used every endeavor to discover the parties engaged in this
business, but hitherto have not been able to obtain evidence sufficient to secure
a conviction. I will not relax my efforts towards discovering the guilty parties
in this matter, though it is impossible to induce an Indian to confess from whom

he obtained liquor.
There were on the reservation two ladies engaged in this beMissionary work.
nevolent work, who have accomplished much good in the way of visiting and administering to the wants of the sick, instructing the older people in civilized
modes of living, and holding school for the education of the young, together
with teaching industrial work to both children and adults.
During the past year there have been efforts made to induce the Indians to
give their dead Christian burial, and as a reward for their efforts three instances
of Christian rites attending the burial of the dead have occurred.
In these
cases the coffins were furnished from the agency and the graves dug under the
direction of the agent.

There have been two n^wr buildings erected during the fiscal year
warehouse 32 by 75 and an office 18 by 32. The old buildings at the agency
are in bad condition and were altogether too small for the transaction of the
agency business, being also very poorly constructed and three of them standing
on the railroad right of way, namely, warehouse, temporary office, and blacksmith shop. I recommend that these be removed to permanent sites and repaired.
I also earnestly recommend that suitable dwellings be erected for agency employes, nothing of the kind at present existing.
Indian police.
As the Government deems it necessary to have a force of Indian
police employed at the agency, I would submit that these men ought to be paid
sufficient for their services to enable them to devote the whole of their time to
their duties. There is no question as to the necessity of such a force, but the
pay attached to the position is at present so small that there is constant temptation to neglect their special work.
The same remark applies to other employes, such as blacksmiths, farmers, and
teamster, the two former receiving compensation at the rate of $60 per month,
the latter at the rate of $35 per month. It is evident that it is impossible to
obtain first-class men for those positions at such salaries. If by any chance a
superior man is secured, he only remains until such time as a better opening
elsewhere presents itself. A great objection to entering the service here is that
there are no dwellings provided. As stated above, the men have to pay rent
and the expenses of housekeeping out of their meager salaries, and the result is
that they leave for the neighboring towns, where they can make a living on
22
5229 I A
Buildings.
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easier terms. The whole matter presents a very grave question, as the
positions indicated must either remain unfilled or a class of inferior men be em-

much

ployed.
Respectfully submitted.

JOHN H. ROBERTSON,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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NEW YORK

AGENCY,

Salamanca, September 15, 1892.
SIR In compliance with instructions contained in office letter of June 23,
1892, I herewith submit my second annual report of the New York Agency
Location.
This agency covers the entire State of New York, and has within
its jurisdiction 5,113 Indians, divided by tribal organizations as follows
143
Oneidas
215
Cayugas
_
488 St. Regis
Onondagas
1,157
Tuscaroras _.
Senecas
380
2,730
:

:

:

There are six reservations within the agency. The Senecas reside upon the
Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Tonawanda reservations, the Onondagas, St. Regis,
and Tuscaroras upon reservations which bear their name. The Cayugas and
Oneidas have no reservations.
The Allegany Reservation. This reservation is in the county of Cattaraugus, and
lies along the Allegheny River for a distance of about 35 miles, the eastern terminus being near Vandalia, and the western at the boundary line between New
York and Pennsylvania. It varies in width from 1 to 2.5 miles, the reservation
lines Being run so as to take in, so far as practicable, all the bottom land along
the river. There are 30,469 acres in this reservation, and according to the census taken in June, 1892, there are residing within its borders 861 Senecas and
76 Onondagas. It is estimated that there are 11,000 acres of tillable land, but
not more than one-half of this is cultivated or in pasturage by the Indians.
Considerable portions of it are covered with brush or second-growth timber, the
All the valuable timber has been
first growth having been cut off and sold.
thus disposed of.
The people on this reservation are not, as a rule, engaged extensively in agriculture. There are only a few farms of*any considerable size but there are
quite a number of small farms with comfortable buildings. The people have
but recently begun to develop their lands, having for many years supplied their
actual necessities by selling timber, bark, and ties. They have been making
fair progress in farming for two or three years past, and material improvement
can be seen in many quarters.
Railroads.
The Allegany Reservation is traversed by several important railroads. The Western New York and Pennsylvania Railroad follows the south
bank of the river the entire length of the reservation, The New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio Railroad runs along the north bank for some 12 miles westward from Salamanca. The New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad runs
along the north bank eastward from Salamanca to the eastern boundary of the
reservation, a distance of some 13 miles. The Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburg
Railroad runs eastward from Salamanca along the north bank to Carrollton, a
distance of about 6 miles. It then crosses the reservation to the south, running
to Bradford, Pa., and the coal fields of McKean and Clearfield counties, in that
State. The New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad also has a branch
running southward from Carrollton into the same regions.
When these railroads were built through the reservation several stations were
established, and around these stations towns grew up of greater or less importance. The lands were leased from individual Indians, but the leases had no
legal value, and a good deal of trouble grew out of that condition of affairs. In
1875, February 19, Congress passed an act legalizing the existing leases for a
period of five years, and providing for a renewal of the leases at recurring in;
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Under this act of Congress a commission was appointed by the President to establish the boundaries of the several villages provided for in the act. This commission laid out and established
villages at Vandalia, Carrollton, Great Valley, Salamanca, West Salamanca, and
Red House. The areas in the several villages are approximately as follows
tervals of twelve years, beginning- in 1880.

:

Acres.

Vand'alia
Carrollton
Great Valley

_

_

240
2,200
260

Acres.

Salamanca
West Salamanca.Red House .

2,000
750
15

In 1890 the act of 1875 was so amended as to give authority for renewing the
"a
leases when they should expire in February, 1892, for
period not exceeding
met in February, 1892,
the
Council
Seneca
National
When
years."
ninety-nine
they declined to grant leases for so long a period, but after repeated conferences
with committees representing the white lessees it was decided to make the
leases for that term, which was done. The basis of the agreement between the
conference committees will be found in the report of said committees which is
The aggregate amount of rentals under the new arrangetransmitted herewith
ment has not been ascertained, but it is estimated that it will reach $8,000 or
$10,000, and perhaps more. These are paid to the treasurer of the Seneca Nation, and the funds coming into the national treasury are disbursed upon orders
issued by the president and clerk, authorized by vote of the council. Some dissatisfaction is expressed by members of the Seneca Nation that none of the
funds coming into the national treasury from these rentals and other sources are
distributed among the families of the nation. It is alleged that the council is
extravagant in its expenditures, and that a proper accounting is not made by
the officers having the funds in charge. It is probable that the foundation for
these allegations is largely attributable to loose ways of doing business and a
failure to collect all the rents due the nation.
new set of books, with improved
forms, has been recently procured, and it is hoped that a better showing may
be made in the future.
None of the villages established under the act of Congress of Febru'ary 19,
This being an im1875, have attained any considerable size except Salamanca.
portant railroad center, there has grown up a city of about 5,000 inhabitants,
with all the adjuncts of a smart business town. It'has many fine brick business
blocks, a $35,000 brick schoolhouse, city waterworks, sewers, etc. An electriclight plant is being put in and is expected to be in operation in November. 'Vandalia is a mere hamlet, but is the shipping point for considerable quantities of
lumber, bark, etc. Carrollton has a population of 300 or 400. There are two or
three hotels, several places of trade, a kindling-wood factory, sawmill, etc. At
Great Valley the village proper is off the reservation, and there are within the
limits of the village, established under the act of 1875, only a small population,
a sawmill ar-d planing mill, and a few minor industries. West Salamanca has a
population of about 400. It has the usual complement of hotels and stores, and
there is located here the Salamanca stock yards, one of the feeding points for
live-stock shipments from the West.
At Red House there is simply a station on the New York, Pennsylvania and
Ohio Railroad and a hotel. When the Western New York and Pennsylvania
Railroad was built on the south side of the river the business of the place was
mainly transferred to the station on that road, and a small village has grown up
at that point. There are two or three hotels there, two or three stores, blacksmith shop, etc. There are perhaps 100 white people living in the hamlet.
They are on the reservation without authority of law, but have leases from individual Indians.
bill was introduced by Congressman Hooker in the winter of
1891-'92 to extend the boundaries of the village established under the act of
1875 so as to take in this village, but it is strenuously opposed by the Indians,
and is not likely to become a law.
Much complaint is made of the sale of liquor to Indians by parties at Red
House. The attention of the prosecuting officer of Cattaraugus County has been
repeatedly called to these complaints, and he has repeatedly promised to put an
end to this illegal liquor selling, but up to this time it has not been done. The
State law is ample to remove from the reservation all parties outside of the villages authorized by the act of 1875. It is possible that^the failure of the Seneca
Nation council to request the district attorney to remove the offending parties
may account for his nonaction.
The Coraplanter Reservation. The descendants of the noted Seneca chief, Cornplanter, occupy a small reservation in Warren County, Pa., just over the State
.
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This reservation lies on both sides of the Allegany River, and is about 2
line.
miles long and a half mile wide, and includes two small islands. There are nominally 750 acres in this reservation, but this includes the river bed and some
worthless shoals. The reservation was donated to Chief Cornplanter by the
State of Pennsylvania, March 16, 1796, for his valuable services to the white people. Cornplanter's descendants own this reservation in fee, and it is divided in
severalty among them. The Cornplanter Indians are Senecas, and are enrolled
on the Allegany Reservation census, and vote on that reservation. There are
98 Indians on the Cornplanter Reservation.
The Oil Spring Reservation. The S3necas own a small reservation located on the
eastern border of Cattaraugus County, partly in that county and partly in Allegany County, known as the Oil Spring Reservation. It has 640 acres, and the
title is in the Seneca Nation, unencumbered by any preemption right.
The land
is leased to whites.
The Cattaraugus Reservation. This reservation is in the counties of Cattaraugus,
Chautauqua, and Erie, on both sides of the Cattaraugus Creek, beginning at a
point near Towanda and running to Lake Erie. It is 9.5 miles in length and
has an average width of about 3 miles. It embraces 21,680 acres of land, and
there are residing upon it 1,515 Indians, of whom 1,335 are Senecas, 143 Cayugas, and 37 Onondagas. There is much good land in this reservation, and farming is carried on to a much larger extent than on the Allegany Reservation.
There are many very good farms, with comfortable buildings. The people have
the advantage of excellent markets in the neighboring white villages, and the
establishment of canning factories in the vicinity creates an unlimited demand
for fruit, peas, green corn, etc. As with the Allegany Reservation, all the valuable timber has been taken off, and large tracts are covered with brush and
second-growth timber, and are lying idle for the time being.
The Seneca Nation. The Senecas on the Allegany and Cattaraugus reservations
are a corporate body under the name of the Seneca Nation of Indians, and have
a common interest in the lands of both reservations and the Oil Spring Reservation as well. They are incorporated under an act of the legislature of the State
of New York, and have a constitution for their government. For some years
they have been acting under a constitution adopted in 1868, but Judge Daniels,
of the supreme court of New York, decided, in 1891, that the constitution of 1868
was not the legal constitution, because it had not been ratified by the legislature.
The constitution of 1862, which had been thus ratified, was not to be found until
quite- recently, and the election in May, 1892, was held under the constitution of
1868.
Mr. J. S. Elkinton, of Philadelphia, had the only known copy of the constitution of 1862, and very kindly furnished this office with a copy.
The president is the executive officer of the Seneca Nation, and the councillors, chosen in equal numbers from each reservation, compose the legislative
branch of the government. There is a clerk and a treasurer for the nation, and
on each reservation there are three peacemakers, a marshal, and overseer of the
poor. All the officers are elected for one year except the peacemakers, who are
elected for three years, their terms expiring in alternate years. The peacemakers are judicial officers, and discharge the duties of justices of the peace and
surrogates.
The Tonawanda Reservation. This reservation is partly in each of the counties of
Erie. Genesee., and Niagara, and is some 20 miles easterly from Buffalo. It is
located along the Tonawanda Creek, upon each side of the stream, and contains
6,549.73 acres. It is occupied by 534 Senecas belonging to the Tonawanda band
of that tribe, a few Oneidas and members of other tribes. The reservation is a
tract of excellent land, which is nearly all capable of cultivation. In his report
to the Superintendent of the Census, Gen. H. B. Carrington states that the number of acres cultivated by the Indians during the census year 1890 was 2,200, and
1,700 acres was cultivated by white lessees. There are a few good farms on
the reservation, but on the whole the improvements and buildings of the Indians
are not what could be reasonably expected. The largest Indian farmer on the
reservation is E. M. Poodry, who has a tract of 500 acres.
The Tonawandas as a whole are not as enterprising and intelligent as their
brethren of the Allegany and Cattaraugus reservations. This fact is said to be
attributable in some decree to the long-continued litigation between the band
and the Ogden Land Company, which absorbed their attention and divertod
their energies for many years. Th3 government of the Tonawanda band is by
chiefs, who are elected in accordance with the Indian customs, and hold office
for life unless deposed. The State law provides for a clerk, a treasurer, a marshal, and three peacemakers, who ara elected by vote of thiB^ people. There is
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much dissatisfacton with the form of government. The progressive or Christian party want a constitutional government like that of the Seneca Nation, but
the nonprogressive or pagan party is strenuously opposed to any change from
old customs and usages. It is claimed by members of the Christian party that
when a chief professes Christianity he is deposed, and hence the (Christians are
excluded from any voice in the administration of affairs. The pagans admit
that chiefs have been deposed, but say it was because they were unfaithful to
the Indian rules and customs and not because they were Christians. It seems
to be a fact, however, that the deposed chiefs were all Christians. This state of
affairs causes much trouble on the reservation, and there seems to be an increasing desire for a more representative form of government.
The Tuscarora Beservation. This reservation is in Niagara County, about 5 miles
northeasterly from Niagara Falls. It is beautifully located and is a fine tract of
land, aggregating 6,249 acres. The population numbers 380, and they are an
intelligent and thrifty people. The reservation is cut up into farms, which are
well fenced and cultivated, and the buildings will average fairly with those in
rural communities among the whites. There are many thrifty fruit orchards
on the reservation, but the fruit crop this year is a failure, owing to blight or
some unknown cause.
The government of the Tuscaroras is by chiefs, but the chiefs are all Christians, and there is less complaint about the form of government than on some of
the other reservations.
The Onondaga Beservation. This reservation is in the county of Onondaga, some
5 miles south of the city of Syracuse. It is about 2.3 miles wide and about 4
miles long, and contains about 6,100 acres. The country is quite broken, and
the land upon some of the hillsides is worthless except for woodland and pasturage purposes. The greater part of the cultivated land is leased to white men
under the sanction of the laws of New York, with the concurring consent of the
.

ruling chiefs. There are valuable quarries of building stone on the reservation,
from which some revenue is derived each year. The council house is located
in a beautiful valley, and near by are the Episcopal and Methodist Episcapal
churches, schoolhouse, cemetery, etc. Several of the Indian people have line
houses and farm buildings. The Onondagas are governed by 27 chiefs, who
hold office for life. With few exceptions these chiefs are pagans, who hold, as
elsewhere, strenuously to old forms and customs, and the people in favor of improvement and progress are much dissatisfied with the condition of affairs.
The St. Begis Beservation. This reservation is located in Jefferson and St. Lawrence counties, fronting on the St. Lawrence River, and the boundary line between
United States and the British province of Ontario. The Canadian St. Regis
Reservation is just over the boundary line. There are 1,157 American St. Regis
Indians and about the same number of Canadian St. Regis. The reservation is
about 3 miles wide by 7.3 miles long, and there is within its borders about 14,640
acres of land. A considerable portion of this is good farming land, but a part
is very stony, and a part is low and swampy. The St. Regis River flows through
the reservation, about the center, and a couple of miles to the west is the Raquette
River. Both are streams of some magnitude, the St. Regis River being navigable by small steamers to Hogansburg, some 3 miles from its mouth. Hogansburg was originally on the reservation, but title to a small village site was sesured from the State soon after 1812. In 1824 State patents were obtained to
1,000 acres additional, and in 1825 to 1,918 acres more. There is now no reservation southward from Hogansburg. There are some good farms on this reservation, but just now the people are devoting their energies to basket-making,
from which they derive a large revenue.
The government of the St. Regis, for some years, has been vested in three
trustees under a State enactment. This is unsatisfactory to a portion of the
tribe, who wish to go back to the old government by chiefs. It is the usual controversy between the progressive and nonprogressive elements.
The Oneidas, Most of the Oneida Indians removed to Wisconsin in 1846. The
few who remained retained 350 acres of land near the village of Oneida, in Oneida
and Madison counties. This land was divided among them in several ty, and
they were made citizens. They have sold their land until now only about 100
acres remain in their possession. When Gen. Carrington made his census in
1890, 106 Oneidas resided in the vicinity of Windfall, in Madison County, and
Orchard Park, Oneida County, Oneida settlements only 2 or 3 miles apart.
There were scattered on other reservations in the State 106 more Oneidas.
The Cayugas. In 1890 the Cayugas numbered 183, and resided on four of the
reservations of the six nations, having no separate reservation.
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The Shinnecocke, Poosepatucks, and Montauks. These are fragments of tribes on
Island, which have not been considered, I believe, as being under the jurisdiction of this agency, although in the State of New York. The Whipple Assembly Committee, in 1888, reported the Shinnecocksas numbering 150, the Pojsepatucks as 10 families, and the Montauks as only 8 or 10 persons. These remnants of tribes have intermarried with negroes until they are Indian only in
name. The Shinnecocks have about 400 acres of land, the Poosepatucks only 50

Long

acres.
Schools.
The day schools on the reservations are supported by the State, with
the exception of the fuel, which the Indians are required to furnish. The State
builds and maintains the schoolhouses, pays the teachers, etc. The schools are
managed by local superintendents, who are appointed by the superintendent of
public instruction. In April last Superintendent Hon. A. S. Draper was succeeded by Mr. James S. Crooker, and there has been in most cases a change in
local superintendents. I have been unable to secure a list of the new superintendents or reports from the several reservation schools. I therefore give herewith the statistical table published in the last annual report of Superintendent
Draper, from which may be gathered much information relating to these schools.
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quently without fuel and have to close until fuel can ba obtained He;suggests that
too much assistance increases in the Indians a feeling of dependence and indolence,
instead of building-up among- them a feeling of independence and exertion, and that
"if some plan could be devised by which the Indians could be induced or compelled to bear a part of the burden of their schools it would be a great benefit
to them, and in time they might relieve the State entirely of the expense of
providing for them." I think there is wisdom in Mr. Hazard's suggestion. One
ground for complaint among the Indians seems to be that they have no voice in
the matter of their schools.
The reports of the superintendents indicate progress and improvement in the
.

,

schools, with all of their drawbacks. Mr. Hazard's remarks as to'the Allegany
and Cattaraugus schools are given above. Mr. W. W. Newman, superintendent

Onondaga school, said
Moderately steady growth of the Indian children in the common-school studies of primary
grades is perceptible.

o f the

Mr. Grow,

:

of the St.

Regis schools, said

:

in their schools and made the schools a place of
interest and study. It seems to me that the Indian children and parents begin to realize that
they must eventually become as white children or men, and they know that they must learn
the English language and get an English education.

The children and parents took great pride

Mr. Grow says that in many cases names appeared on the school register every
day that school was taught. Mr. Eckerson said of the Tonawanda schools
:

The parents are beginning to realize the value of a common-school education, and they apparent^ manifest an increased interest in the welfare of their schools. The children attended
more regularly than during the preceding year. The condition of the schools on the Tona-

wanda Reservation is slowly improving.
Mr. Fletchers said of the Tuscarora schools
I feel confident

:

that the schools on the Tuscarora Reservation are slowly gaining ground.

The reports, however, complain that parents do not send their children to
school steadily. Some kind of a compulsory education law would, no doubt, be
desirable among the Indians as well as the whites.
In addition to the district schools on the reservations supported by the State
there is an industrial school supported by the Society of Friends, near Tunessassa, adjoining the Allegany Reservation, in the town of Elko, and the Thomas
Orphan Asylum for destitute Indian children, near Versailles on the Cattaraugus Reservation. The latter institution is supported by the State.
The school near Tunesassa is located upon a farm of 464 acres and is under
the superintendence of James Henderson, with a full corps of teachers and
assistants.
The attendance of pupils is limited to 45 and whatever funds
are needed beyond the products of the farm are supplied by the Yearly Meeting
of Friends at Philadelphia. The average expenditure on the part of this society
is about $3,200.
The school is in session forty- two weeks in each year. The instruction is thorough and well directed, and outside the schoolroom the boys
are taught all kinds of farm work and the girls all kinds of housework. There
are on the farm 196 acres of cleared land, of which 65 acres are under cultivation
and 131 acres are in pasture. The Society of Friends have had deeds of the farm
since 1806. It is only since 1854 that the school has been run as a boarding school.
Previous to that it was a day school. The present commodious and well-arranged
buildings were erected in 1886, the old ones having been destroyed by fire.
The Thomas Orphan Asylum is located upon a farm of 100 acres, which is one
of the best farms in that section of country.
In addition to the products of the
farm the State pays $100 per annum for each child cared for. The capacity of
the asylum is 100 and the Stata annually appropriates $10,000 for its support.
Out of this sum must come the cost' of superintendence, teachers' wages, clothing for the children, and all the expenses of maintenance. It is the opinion of
those in a position to judge that the yearly stipend per pupil is not sufficiently
large to give an adequate support. As in the Friends' School, in addition to
instruction in the schools the boys learn all branches of farming and the girls
all kinds of housework.
The asylum buildings are somewhat faulty with respect
to ventilation of dormitories, but the State will doubtless make provision for an
improvement at an early date. Since my last annual report a new boiler house
has been erected and steam-heating apparatus put in for warming the entire
establishment. This was paid for by a special appropriation of the legislature
of $8,500.
In March last Mr. J.
Van Valkenburg and his wife, superintendent
and matron of the institution for over ten years, resigned, their resignation tak-
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ing effect April
of

1,

Gowanda, N. Y.

They were succeeded by Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Hooker,
They had had no previous experience in work of this kind,

1892.

but they are zealously endeavoring to accomplish all that could be expected of
them. This asylum is a most beneficent institution, and the well-cultivated
fields and well-kept grounds are an object lesson which can not fail to exercise
a salutary influence upon the Indian farmers of that reservation.
Mission work Mission work is bnng prosecuted upon the several reservations
with fairly encouraging results.
On the Allegany Reservation there is a Presbyterian church at Jimersontown,
3 miles west of Salamanca, with a membership of 73. Rev. M. F. Trippe is the
missionary in charge, but is only able to preach at this point one Sunday in four.
On the remaining Sundays Rev. William Hall, of West Salamanca, who has been
a missionary among the Indians for more than fifty years, fills the pulpit. A
Presbyterian church edifice is feeing erected at Oldtown under the supervision
of Mr. Trippe, which will be ready for dedication in a few weeks.
The church
organization at 1his point has a membership of 46. The Presbyterian church on
the Cornplanter Reservation has a member ship of 44. The Bapt'sts have a church
organization at Red House with a membership of about 20. Rev. Hawley Blinkey
a native preacher, has the spiritual oversight of this little band.
On the Cattaraugus Reservation there is a Baptist, Methorlist Episcopal, and
Presbyterian church. The Baptist Church is without a minister and is not in
a very flourishing condition. The M. E. Church is cared for by Rev. Mr. Byram,
of North Collins, and has a membership of about 50. The church edifice was recently put in good repair, at an expense of about $300. Rev. George Runcimon
is the Presbyterian missionary and has resided on the reservation for some four
years. His church has a membership of over 100.
On the Tonawanda Reservation there is a Baptist, Methodist Episcopal, and
Presbyterian church. The Baptist Church is under tne supervision of Rev.
John Griffin, a native preacher. Rev. W. B. Cliff, of Akron, has charge of th,e
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Rev. M. F. Trippe, of Salamanca, has charge
of the Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Trippe visits the church but one Sunday in a
month, and in his absence services are conducted bythe Presbyterian pastor at
Akron or by native lay workers. The membership of these churches is as follows Baptist, 40 Methodist Epi copal, 19 Presbyterian, 50.
On the Tuscarora Reservation there are two churches, Baptist and Presbyterian. Rev. Frank Mount Pleasant, a native Tuscaroran, is pastor of the Baptist
Church, which has a membership of more than 200. The Presbyterian Church
has a membership of 45. Rev. M. F. Trippe visits the church once a month.
In the interim services ave conducted by native lay workers.
On the Onondaga Reservation there is an Episcopal and a Methodist Episcopal church. Rev. John Scott is the pastor of the former and Rev. Abram Fancher
of the latter. Rev. Albert Cusick, an Onondaga Indian, has taken deacon's orders
in the Episcopal Church. There is a Wesleyan Methodist class on the reservation, which is under the leadership of Rev. Thomas La Forte, a brother of Chief
Daniel La Forte, of the Onondagas. The Episcopal and Methodist Episcopal
churches have each bjtween 20 and 30 communicants.
On the border of the St. Regis Reservation, near Hogansburg, there is a Methodist Episcopal Church, and just over the Canadian line there is a Catholic Church,
which embraces in its membership some 300 of the American St. Regis. Rev.
Father Maiville has charge of this church, and Rev. A. A. Wells is pastor of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. The latter church has a membership of over 60.
Afreemethodistclass, with a membership of 20, was recently organized. Charles
White, a St. Regis Indian, is class leader.
The churches on these several reservations are mainly-supported by the missionary associations of their respective denominations. The Indians do little
more than to defray the incidental expenses. The missionaries encounter many
discouragements, but they find among the Indian people those who give evidence
of true piety and thorough consecration to the cause they profess. In their religious life, as well as in other respects, the Indians of this agency may truly
be said to be making progress.
Intemperance and immorality. Intemperance continues to be the bane of the reservation Indians. It is exceedingly difficult to enforce the provisions of the
United States statutes forbidding the sale of liquor to Indians on account of the
notorious reluctance of the Indians to testify in the courts with regard to the
In cases where
source from which they procure the forbidden beverages.
dealers refuse to sell direct to Indians it is easy to secure it through some white
"go-between," who can only be caught and convicted by the exercise of the
,

:

;

;
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greatest vigilance on the part of the officers. The original United Stat?s statutes regarding the sale of liquor to Indians is held by the courts not to include
beer and cider. Hence there are parties on the borders of nearly all the reservations who make a practice of selling beer and hard cider openly to the Indians.
These ''cider joints " gather in a large part of the earnings of many of the Indians and do a large amount of harm. I am informed that an amendment to the
statute, so that beer and cider will ba included in the prohibited beverages, was
introduced at the first session of the Fifty-second Congress. If the amendment
has not yet been added to the statute. I most earnestly hope that it may be at
the coming sassion of Congress.
The Indian custom of cohabitation between the sexes, without the formality
It
of marriage, is the cause of considerable immorality on the reservations.
"
has led to the sweeping charge that the reservations are nests of vice and immorality,'' which ought, in the interests of virtue and right living, to be broken
up. But comparatively few of the marriages are solemnized by formal rites,
and many parties live with each other and part at will. Such a course of life
inevitably leads to bad results, and the influence upon the young Indian people
is very demoralizing.
General condition of the Indians. I think there is no question that the general condition of the Indians of this agency is steadily improving. The white people in
the vicinity of each of the reservations testify that the Indian people are becoming more and more industrious. They are improving their own lands, and
their homes, and Indian laborers are in better demand among the white people.
Tue Indians of the Tonawanda, Onondaga, and St. Regis reservations are employed in considerable numbers in the hop fields in their own and adjoining
counties. Those of the Alleg'any reservations make good workers in the lumber
woods. Generally speaking Indian laborers are still lacking in continuity of
effort, but they are making progress in the right direction.
The Allegany Indians reap quite a harvest from the berry crop. Large quantities of berries grow upon the reservations or on the outskirts, and during the
berry season large shipments are made to towns and cities outside or. to canning
factories. The Tuscarora Indians receive a considerable revenue from bead
work and Indian curiosities manufactured for the bazars at Niagara Falls. The
St. Regis Indians are extensively engaged in basket making.
They make fancy
baskets of many kinds, and are artists in that kind of work. Dwyer & Lantry,
of Hogansburg, who handle the larger part of the product, say they expect to
But this includes the
purchase $40,000 worth of baskets the present year.
product of both the American and Canadian St. Regis.
Lands in severalty. With the exception of the Oneidas there are no Indians in
the agency who hold their lands iu_ severalty in the sense in which that term
is generally understood.
But on all the reservations there is a system of individual holdings, which practically amounts to land in severalty.
member
of a tribe is permitted to take as much land as he will fence and improve, and
this he can ssll to another Indian if he chooses. These parcels of land are
conveyed by quitclaim deeds, and some Indians have large farms thus secured
by their industry and enterprise. On some of the reservations deeds are recorded, on others they are not. As a rule these transfers^ of real estate are
recognized and regarded as valid, but there are ca.es where parties have bought
and paid for lands and have been unable to secure possession. It would be well
if some method could be devised by which titles could be made more secure.
The lands which are held in common on the reservations are unoccupied landswood lands and pastures. Substantially all the cultivated land is held by individuals.
Citizenship.
large majority of the Indians of the agency are opposed to
citizenship. There are several reasons for this opposition. The uneducated
and nonprogressive feel that they are unprepared for the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, and they fear to make the change from the present to a
new system. Many of the more intelligent and enterprising people have
acquired considerable real estate, and they fear that citizenship would deprive
them of the results of their enterprise and industry. There is a growing feeling in favor of citizenship however, and with the education of the children this
feeling will eventually increase.
The legislature of New York at its session in 1892 codified the
Legislation.
Indian laws of the State, and repealed all, or nearly all, of the previous statutes
relating to the Indians. The codifiad law, designated in the first section as
"The Indian Law," is No. 679, constituting chapter 5 of the general laws.
The chapter has eight articles, as follows Art. 1, general provisions; art. 2,

A
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the Onondaga Tribs: art. 3, the Senaca Indians; art. 4, the Seneca Indians on
Allegany and Cattaraugus reservations art. 5, the Senaca Indians on the
Tonawanda Reservation; art. 6, the Tuscarora Nation; art. 7, the St. Regis
Tribe art. 8, the Shinnecock Tribe.
I have not had an opportunity for carefully examining those various articles
since a copy of the law came into my possession and could not state, even if
space would permit, just how many and what changes have been made in the
laws relating to the Indians of this State. I send you a copy of the law herewith for the use of your office.
Annuities.
The United States holds in trust for the Senecas of this agency the
sum of $238,050. There is ski additional trust fund for the Tonawanda Senecas
of $86,950.
These funds are due these Senecas in fulfillment of certain treaties
made with the United States. The interest on these sums, amounting to $11,902.50 and $4,349.50, respectively, are distributed each year pro rata among the
Senecas by the United States agent. The presant year the amount f yom the first
fund was $4.20 per capita. The Tonawandas received Trom the second fund $7. 90
per capita, making a total to that band of $12.10 per capita.
In addition to the above, the United Statss agent distributed each year $3,500
worth of sheetings and ginghams among the Cayugas, Oneidas, Onondagas,
Senecas, and Tuscaroras. This is in pursuance of a treaty made with the Six
Nations of New York November 17, 1794.
good many of the Senecas are in favor of having the sums due them under
the various treaties divided up, thus doing away with the annuity distribution.
They say their share of the principal would enable them to make desirable and
permanent improvements, whereas the annuities are so small as to be of no
practical account. It is a proper question for consideration whether the best
good of the Senecas would not be promoted by a distribution among them of the
principal now held in trust by the United States. The same would hold true
also as to the cloth distribution to the Six Nations.
The State pays annuities to the Onondagas to the amount of $2,340 per annum;
to the Cayugas to the amount of $2,300; to the St. Regis to the amount of $2,The Tusoaroras and Oneidas
130.67, and to the Senecas to the amount of $500.
receive no cash annuities from any source.
The extra census bulletin. The extra censtis bulletin issued by Hon. Robert P.
Porter, Superintendent of the Eleventh Census of ths United States, relating to
the New York Indians, contains a large amount of valuable information. I very
cheerfully indorse the work of Gen. H. B. Carringtpn, U. S. Army, who spent
ten months among the New York Indians in securing the necessary data for
this report. 1 consider his data to be reliable and the most complete that I have
ever seen.
Visit of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
An interesting and really important event to the Indians of this agency was the recent visit of Gen. T. J.
Morgan, the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs. With the exception of
the Cattaraugus Reservation, so far as could be learned no Commissioner of Indian Affairs had ever before bsen upon these reservations, and the Indian people
greatly appreciated the honor of the visit. The honorable Commissioner visited
in turn the Allegany, Cattaraugus, Tuscarora, Tonawanda and Onondaga reservations. He drove* over the reservations sufficiently to gain a very fair idea
of their extent and condition, and had upon each of them an interesting conference with the representative members of the tribe.
He made an address upon each of these occasions replete with practical suggestions calculated to improve their condition, and to inspire them with new
ambition and energy. He particularly urged them to prepare their children for
the present age by a proper education. He referred to the recent opening of the
Government industrial school at Carlisle, Pa.. Lincoln Institute at Philadelphia,
and Hampton, Va., to the Indian children of New York, and said he hoped to be
able to give every Indian child in the State who might show a desire for an education an opportunity to acquire a good practical education equal to that of the
white children.
The Indian people were deeply impressed with the honorable Commissioner's
suggestions, and in various ways manifested their approval of his sentiments.
They showed very great interest in his plans for the education of their children,
and the applications for admission to the industrial schools greatly exceed the
number that can now be received in those institutions. The present we3k 36
children have been sent to Carlisle, increasing the number in that school to somewhere over 50. The coming week about 20 will be sent to Hampton school. I
understand that there are about 70 at the Lincoln Institute.
;

;

A

REPORT OF AGENT

IN

NEW

347

YORK.

The interest manifested by Indian parents in this educational movement
very hopeful indication, and I believe good results may be expected.
Very respectfully yours,
A.

is

a

W. FERRIN,
U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
i

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE TO COUNCIL OF SENECA NATION CONCERNING THE RENEWAL OF LEASES UPON THE ALLEGANY RESERVATION,
SUBMITTED APRIL 9, 1892.
To the Council of the Seneca Nation of Indians :
Your committee appointed to confer with a committee of the people of Salamanca concerning
the renewal of leases upon the Allegany Reservation, respectfully report as follows
Upon receiving our credentials we proceeded to hold a conference with a committee of the
people of Salamanca, at which we took the opportunity to express to the white citizens the
great desire on the part of the Seneca Nation and of this council to live in harmony and sincere friendship with all the people residing upon our lands. And we received in turn from
them many kind expressions of good will and of a willingness to deal justly by our people, and
to treat them with fairness in all their relations with us.
We were assured by the committee that the white people of Salamanca have no desire for
further legislation relating to our lands or to our people; that in their opinion it would not be
advisable for our nation to lease or sell any further lands, and that they will join with us if desired in opposing any further encroachment upon our lands or attempts to change our condition as a tribe or nation without our consent, either by action of the State legislature or of
Congress.
were further assured that in any difficulty into which our nation may hereafter fall by
way of litigation or other trouble we shall find in the people of Salamanca faithful allies and
friends, who will at all times render to us such assistance as they may be able, to protect our
rights and to increase the prosperity and happiness of the Seneca Nation of Indians.
After these mutual expressions of good feeling we proceeded to discuss and agree upon details
of the business intrusted to us that of the renewal of the leases, and we reached the conclusions hereinafter set forth which we recommend for adoption by the council
First. That renewal of leases be made for the term of ninety-nine years.
Second. T.hat such renewals be made upon The basis of the total lease money paid to the
nation by the leaseholders of the several villages for the past year as provided in the schedules
of the said leaseholders' committee; provided, however, that the total increase of rents on such
renewal leases shall be at least 30 per cent above the present total: and further provided that
no lease shall be granted of lands upon which a dwelling house stands for a less annual sum
than $2. And that no lease shall be granted upon any tract of land for a less annual rental
:

We

:

than

$1.50.

We further recommend that a clause be inserted in such renewal leases providing for the
future payment of the money to be paid as rent to the treasurer of the Seneca Nation, its successors or assigns or legal representatives.
We further agreed with said committee and report that such renewal leases shall contain a
provision for the payment of all rent reserved in subleases to the treasurer of our nation, such
amoiint in no case to fall below $1 annually for all tracts of land suitable for building purposes.
We further received from such white committee the positive agreement and promise that
they would cooperate with the council in compelling, so far as might lie in their power, the
lessees to pay the sums named as rents as set forth in the schedules prepared, of which copies
are furnished to the council, and a list of names of business men was furnished to us who will
undertake to act as referees for the nation if desired and who will uphold the nation in exacting such schedule prices.
In conclusion, your committee report that in their opinion the foregoing terms are the best
that can be agreed upon; that such terms are the result of mutual concessions on the part of
the nation and of the leaseholders that such terms will have the happy effect of promoting
and continuing the spirit of friendship that has heretofore existed between the people of the
Seneca Nation of Indians and their white tenants; that they will increase the prosperity of the
village of Salamanca and the other villages, and will result as well in great benefit to us as a
nation, and that by such terms the rights of our people will be fully protected.
Respectfully submitted.
;
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Committee in behalf of the Seneca Nation.
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REPORT OF EASTERN CHEROKEE AGENCY.
EASTERN CHEROKEE SCHOOL AND AGENCY,
Bryson

SIR

City,

N. C, October

25,

In accord with your directions of the 27th of September, 1892, I herewith
submit, in lieu of the annual report of my predecessor in the agency work, the
following statement of the condition of the Indians who have been under my
charge for the past three months.
A remnant of the main body of Cherokees, who were
Location, land, and support.
removed to the Indian Territory under the treaty of 1835, the Eastern Cherokees,
yet cling to their ancestral home among the mountains of western North CaroBut it is only those of the firstlina, northern Georgia, and eastern Tennessee.
mentioned State that retain any tribal organization, or who have remained so
far unmixed with the whites as to retain any of the distinctive peculiarities of
their race. The main part of their land, rebought as it were with the interest
and principal of the moneys to which they became entitled under the treaty
spoken of above, is held by the band in common. But to his portion of the land
the individual has a fairly stable tenure from the written constitution by which
they are governed, and through which each member is given the ownership of
any improvements that he may make on the land with the right to sell such improvements to any other member of the band. In the midst of their fertile valleys and on their partly fertile but precipitous mountain sides, thevhave builded
t.ieir log huts, and by a rude agriculture procure a rather scanty living.
Personal characteristics. In feature and act they appear to be persons of rather
light and cheerful disposition. A joke and a laugh are as common with them
as with any people. Quiet and inoffensive, the white people of the section, with
whom they have been on the best of tennis until within the past three or four
years, give them the reputation of being good neighbors and excellent citizens.
They possess the right to vote and their ballots are eagerly sought, of ttimes by
exceedingly questionable means, by the politicians of both parties.
Failings.
Though they have the characteristic love for the excitement of alcoholic stimulants, the fact that they live in the midst of a large territory with
prohibitory laws, prevents Hquor from often finding its way among them. Aside
from this, their two most prominent failings are idleness and failure to fulfill
their agreements. But their idleness is largely the idleness of not having work
to do, and not the idleness of neglect. Practically their only crop is corn. As
a result, they are necessarily unemployed for a large part of the year. They
will promise almost anything, I am told but what they will do, is just as uncertain after they have promised as it .was before. The first fault can, I hope, be
easily cured; the second will require, of course, years of careful educational
work, of unceasing effort to develop and encourage in them truthfulness and
:

;

integrity.

Finances.
No people can advance in civilization unless they at the same time
advance in wealth. New needs, created by advancing intelligence, must be met
by new supplies and the question arises, would these people have the means to
supply such needs ? I see the following ways by which their financial condition
may be improved as they advance in civilization.
A few years of school work ought to bring to each family at least one individual who can speak and read English. At present their inability to speak or read
causes a lack of knowledge of prices and crops which leaves them at the mercy

of the buyer.
Hence there is little variation in pric3. They receive the same
price per pound or bushel whether the general crop of the country is good or
almost or entirely a failure. Better and more equitable prices will stimulate
them to harder and more effective work on their crops.
More modern and better methods of culture should give them much better
crops than they now raise and especially they should be induced to raise a
greater variety of crops in order that their work may be distributed over a
greater part of the year and that they may not be dependent for their support
upon the success of a single crop.
Timber. Added to these means of increasing their wealth, they will have their
vast timber interests, which will not only give them employment for any part of
the year when they can not do farm work, but will also supply the band with
funds needed for the common purposes.
;
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I can but feel that it was extremely fortunate for them
of their timber during the past year was not successful.
ent knowledge of the people and their interests, I should

that the attempted sale
Indeed, from my presconsider it their greatest misfortune to ever have it sold from the stump.
They should, and I believe
would, place it upon the market cut, sawed, and delivered at the railroad station.

We

can not expect a very high degree of civilization from
Manners and custom*
a people whose families, almost without exception, live in the single room of a
log hut; but though not advanced, the Eastern Cherokees have that prime necessity for advancing a desire to advance. This is most strikingly shown by
their ambition to live and to act like the whites.
They are most of them very desirous that their children should learn the
English language indeed most of the younger class can now speak English
enough for common conversation. Marriage with them is universal. Tneir
dress is practically the same as that of the whites. There is more difference in
their food, yet it is not far from the same, while none of their social customs
vary greatly from those of the people of the surrounding country.
As stated above, until within the past three or four
Relations with the whites.
years the two races have been on the best of terms but during the past few
years trouble has arisen between the superintendent of their schools and the
better class of white citizens of the section.
Without any reference to the merits of the controversy,! think that it was
unnecessary and uncalled for, and that it has seriously worked to the detriment
of the Indians.
part of them have been brought to look upon many of the best
white citizens of the country as their enemies. This can only be a misfortune
to them, both because it causes them to look less to the superior race for an example, and because it arouses in them those feelings and passions which have
been and are so detrimental to their welfare, and causes an unnecessary friction
between the races, in which the Indian always suffers most.
Indian factions. The trouble about the superintendent ako extends to the Indians themselves, and having become mixed with politics has grown very bitter
and has permeated their every concern. They are a people divided among themselves, and as is usually the case where people are quarreling, they have little
or no time to think or act in anything else. I fear that the last two years at
least has seen them progress in the wrong direction.
Four or five day schools, supported from a fund held by the Government
Schools.
for them, and a boarding school, supported by the Government, give them abundant school opportunities. For the past ten years the school has been carried on
under contract with the Society of Friends, but it this year became a Government school, and, under the operation of the civil service law, I assumed the
position that I now hold on the 1st day of August, 1892.
Thus far, I am sorry to say, I have been unable to open the schools, for the
reason that my predecessor, who was an appointee of the Friends, and held his
position in spite of them after they wished to discontinue his services, has refused to give the Government possession of its scho'ol buildings. Owing to this
fact, I am obliged to omit all reference to this my most important work here. For
anything that I might say with regard to the schools of the past would be open
to the criticism that I had not personally inspected the work in them.
It seems to me that much attention ought to be given to diversified agriculture and to teaching the boys the carpenter's trade; for eventually the Indians
will have lumber with which to build better houses, and it will be better, if at
that time, they have workmen of their own race.
Christianity.
difficulty between the superintendent and the missionaries and
church organizations of the section has driven the missionaries entirely from
the field. Nevertheless, the Indians had become largely Christianized heretofore, and keep up their services with considerable regularity with Cherokee
.

;

;

A

A

ministers.
is however, at present, too much sectarianism
among them and too
a feeling that religion consists in excited actions and belief in creeds,
rather than in every day acts. They are certainly far enough advanced to understand the simpler truths of Christian mortality, and with proper teaching
their religion ought to lead them to better lives. I surely hope that the mis-

There

much

sionaries may find their way back to us.
The outlook. It will no doubt take some time to overcome the predjudices of
the past few years, but when this has once been dons, the progress of the Eastern Cherokees should be rapid.
better education, a greater intelligence a
closer relation to the outside world will bring new desires and new needs;

A
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these they will have the means of supplying.
few years of Government supervision over their affairs, and of Government aid in their school work should
an
them
on
with
their
white
equal footing
neighbors. Then, and not
place
until then, the Government may well leave them to take care of themselves.
will
a
and
not
until
ba'in
then,
Then,
they
position to make the most of their
natural talents for the good of themselves, their race, and their country.
Respectfully yours,

ANDREW SPENCER,

School Superintendent

and Acting U.

S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN NORTH DAKOTA.
REPORT OP DEVIL'S LAKE AGENCY.
DEVIL'S

LAKE AGENCY,

N. DAK., August

SO, 1892.

SIR: As directed by your circular letter of June 23, I have the honor to submit
the following as my annual report for the year ending June 30, 1892, as agent
for the Indians of this agency.
Location of reservation and agency. The Devil's Lake Indian Reservation is situated in Benson County, N. Dak., in about latitude 48 north and longitude 99
west, on the south shore of Devil's Lake, which forms the whole of the northern
boundary of the reservation. It extends about 36 miles east and west, and 7 to
12 miles north and south to the Cheyenne River, which forms its southern

boundary.
The agency is located at Fort Totten, on Devil's Lake, and nearly in the center
of the reservation east and west, and about 14 miles south of the city of Devil's
Lake, on the Great Northern Railroad, communication being had by a daily line
The
of steamboats in the summer season and a stage line during the winter.
post-office address of the agency is Fort Totten, N. Dak.
in
at
the
are
all
a
state
The
of
and
are
buildings
agency
good
Buildings.
repair,
sufficient for all purposes required, except the old log building used as uarters
This building was built in 1867 for the
for the Indian employes at the agency.
use of the military, and was afterward turned over to th.3 Indian Department for
the use of the agency when the new fort was completed, and it is now in such a
state of decay and dilapidation that it is impossible to make it habitable or safe
yet there are four Indian employes' families living in this building.
This reservation is occupied by part of the Sisseton, Wahpeton,
Population.
and Cut Head bands of Sioux Indians, numbering in all about 1,093 persons,
of which 516 are males and 577 females, 133 males and 136 females being of school
age, between the ages of 6" and 18 years.
The Indians have occupied this reservation ever since it was set apart for their
use by the treaty of May 2, 1867.
Allotment of lands. The allotment of land on this reservation is very nearly
completed. Special Allotting Agent Jossph R. Grey, while here, allotted 934 Indians and mixed bloods, that being nearly all the Indians on the reservation except the wives of allottees. Special Agent James G. Hatchett is now here completing the work.
The Indians are all well satisfied at the results of taking their land in several ty,
and great good to them must follow by fixing them in a permanent place which
can call home, and which has heretofore been embraced in the one word
they
"
tipi," the location of it being changed from one part of the reservation to another
every season. It was almost impossible to have the majority of them remain long
enough in a place to make any permanent improvements, but since they have
taken their lands in severalty they are appreciating the necessity of trying to
live like the white man.
Houses.
This summer these Indians, who had very poor houses or none, have
erected the logs for 150 new log houses on their several allotments, which are
now being completed for them by contract. When completed each house will
have a good shingled roof, be ceiled and have new doors, windows, and chimneys
put in, also a good lumber floor. This will add greatly not only to the comfort
but also to the health of the Indians, as so many of them are subject to pulmonary and scrofulous diseases, that were aggravated by living six months in the year
;
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in huts with damp cr frozen dirt floors and no ventilation except such as was
had by the opening and shutting of the one door.
There are about 300 heads of families located on their individual
Agriculture.
allotments and cultivating in the aggregate about 4,000 acres of land, of which
2.800 acres is in wheat, 700 acres in oats, 100 acres in potatoes, and 178 acres in
corn. There was issued to the Indians on this reservation last spring the follow1

ing quantities of seed

:

Bushels.

Wheat

.'-

Oats

*

2,710.2
2,000

Bushels.

I

,

I

Potatoes. ._

Corn

_

_

998
25

It was necessary to issue seed to the Indians last spring for the reason that in
the fall there was very little thrashing done, not only on the reservation but in
the surrounding counties, on account of the heavy rains^ and snow that fell in
October. Winter set in almost immediately after, so that over one-half of the
grain remained in the shock and stack all winter, and when thrashed this spring
it was found entirely worthless for seed, as the germ of the grain was destroyed
by wet and frost during the winter, and it did not pay the expense of thrashing,
as the most that could be got for the wheat at the elevators was from 12 to 16
cents per bushel.
The early winter resulted in no plowing being done in the fall, and very little
was done this spring, the Indians being in this respect no different from their
white neighbors, who had to sow most of their grain on land prepared by burning the stubble and harrowing the seed in.
During the season of 1891 the Indians fallowed 1,336 acres of old ground and
broke 675 acres of new land. This is all in crop this season, and the Indians
are now engaged in cutting and harvesting it. This will be a good crop if it can
be properly taken off. The amount of land cultivated here does not seem to increase in acreage as it should. This is accounted for by the fact that there was
almost a total failure of crops on this reservation for the three years preceding
last, and a great deal of the cultivated land became wild prairie again for lack
The Indians in nearly every case will use the land last broken
of cultivation.
and allow the old land to remain idle. This does not apply to them all, for we
have some Indians who have from 50 to 60 acres under cultivation and take a
great deal of interest in their work but the majority of them are satisfied with
from 5 to 10 acres in crop. It is folly to expect them to become self-supporting
with that amount of land under cultivation, as most of their crop is hypothecated
long before it is thrashed. It is just enough to give them a little credit in the
neighboring towns. They take advantage of this and buy goods on the strength
of their crops, which must be paid for when the present crop is thrashed and
The Indians pay their del)ts out of the proceeds of the crops. Fifty per
sold.
cent of them will not have a dollar to live on this winter.
The prairie on this reservation is good agricultural land, and situated as it is
on the lake it often escapes the early frosts that do so much damage in this latitude. There is no reason in the future why they should not have at least 40 or
50 acres each under cultivation every year. This was not possible before they
had taken their lands in severalty and had fixed individual homes.
Stock issued.
There were 200 brood mares and 220 cows with calves by their sides
issued to the Indians last fall, purchased with the money due them from sale of
64,000 acres of land. I consider this has been a good investment for the Indians,
especially the cows, the milk from which has been of great benefit to them.
Court of Indian offenses.
The court of Indian offenses is presided over by three of
the leading men, who act as judges and meet every second Saturday in the month
at the agency. The head farmer acts as clerk and keeps a record of all proceedings had they hear and determine all cases that come before them designated as Indian offenses. This court is of great benefit to the Indians, as it disposes of all their cases to their entire satisfaction. The aim of the court is to
make settlements between the parties without punishment as far as possible, and
at the same time to conduct it as near as possible like a white man-scoui^t. Each
party to a case tells his version, calls in any witnesses he may have, who tell
what they know about it (none of the testimony is given under oath). After
hearing both sides the judges decide what should be done or what punishment
to inflict, which is usually a small fine. All the police attend the court and report everything of interest in their districts.
Indian police. The. police force of this agency consists of 1 captain and 10 privates who are stationed in different sections of the reservation. Their duties,
besides those laid down by the instructions of the Indian department, are to see
that the instructions given the Indians by the additional farmers are carried
;

;
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They are all good farmers themselves, and their influence is for advancement and the abolishing of old Indian customs.
Schools.
There are no Government schools on this reservation except the Fort
Totten Industrial Training School which is under the management of Superin-

out.

tendent Canfield, whose report will give the necessary information.
The health of the reservation during the past year was good, as will
Sanitary.
be seen by the physician's report which I have the honor to inclose.
In conclusion I will say that with these Indians situated as they are on their
individual allotments, with comfortable houses in which to live, and with the
work animals necessary for farming, there is no reason why a majority of them
in a short time should not become self-supporting. I have the honor to inclose
herewith the report of E. W. Brenner, farmer in charge Turtle Mountain Reservation.
I

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN H. WAUGH,
United States Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT DEVIL'S LAKE AGENCY.
DEVIL'S LAKE AGENCY, N. DAK., August 30, 1892.
took charge here as agency physician February 23, 1892, and found the majority of the
Indians apparently in good health, but upon a closer examination I find that a great many are
troubled with struma in some form or some of the varieties of tuberculosis or syphilis in the
secondary or tertiary forms (but I found none in the primary) hence parenchymatous keratitis is very common, many cases of which I have treated with success.
The water which 1 have examined in my trips over the reservation I consider unfit for drinkIng purposes, and would therefore recommend that attention be paid the digging and walling
of wells and springs, so that the natives may enjoy a pure and wholesome beverage.
The food, too, is not such as it should be. It consists mostly of flesh (much of which has
never been slaughtered) and that commonly not cooked sufficiently, hence it becomes the
vehicle by which the germs of various kinds of tineae are introduced into the system. To overcome this evil the introduction of the domestic fowl would be beneficial.
Having never come in
I have had two cases of diphtheria and two cases of lepra alphoidies.
contact with the latter disease previously, and wishing to be confirmed in my diagnosis, with
your consent, I called in Dr. McLoughlan of New Rockford, who also had never seen a case
of the kind, but from his researches pronounced it vitiligo, which is synonymous with the
nomenclature I had applied to it f but in that used in making reports to the Indian Office at

SIB

I

:

;

Washington,

is called

macular leprosy.

A large class of minor diseases have been treated by me, which are not mentioned as it would
tend only to encumber the list without benefit. I have done a large office practice, some days
being so busy that it would be impossible to keep a record of all the patients.
According to statistics received there have been 30 births and 58 deaths; of the latter 8 came
under

my attention.

Owing
health

;

m

to the exposure of patients
tipis it becomes a very difficult task to restore them to
therefore I think it would be advisable to have a hospital for the benefit of invalids.

Yours

truly,
C.

JOHN

H. KERMOTT,
Agency Physician.

H. WAUGH,
United States Indian Agent.

REPORT OF TURTLE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION.
TURTLE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION, N. DAK., Septembers, 1892.
herewith transmit the annual statistical report of this reservation, accompanied by
a list of the residents, for the year ending June 30, 1892.
The reservation is located in Rolette County, N. Dak., in township 162 north, range 70 west,
and in township 162 north, range 71 west, and contains 46,800 acres, divided into farming, timber, and grazing land.
The census finds 80 families of full-bloods (245 individuals)
Over 18 years old
males, 74 females, 78.
From 6 to 18 years old
males, 28 females, 25.
From 1 to 6 years old.._ r
males, 21 females, 19.
-

SIR:

I

:

;

;

;

'

Also, 281 families of mixed-bloods (1,266 individuals);
Over 18 years old
From 6 to 18 years old
From 1 to 6 years old

males, 337; females,
males, 208 females,
females,
;

..males, 128

;

285.
170.
138.

A grand total of 1,511 individuals. Of this number 40 families (177 individuals) are not recognized as Turtle Mountain Indians, but were residing on the reservation when the census was
taken.

REPORTS OF AGENTS
The following quantities

of seed

were issued
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this spring:
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Previous census returns have given a larger number, but the above are recognized as Turtle
Mountain American Chippewas, either in person or through marriage. These people are residing in township 163 north, ranges 69 and 70 west, and in the fraction of township 164 north,
south of the Canadian boundary line, in the same ranges; also township 162 north, range 69
west, and township 161 north, ranges 69, 70, 71, and 72 west. They are mixed up among the white
settlers, on surveyed land, and some have filed on the land they occupy. There was issued to
them this spring the following amount of seed
:

Pounds.

Corn

32
19,20o
22,500
46,220

Oats
Potatoes

Wheat
And they have cultivated a total of 1,152| acres and broken up 281 acres new land. About 50
of them draw rations, but as a rule they occupy better land, cultivate a larger area per capita,
and are much more prosperous than those residing on the reservation.
There is an arrangement made with the township school board of St. John's to teach 40 Indian children; the average attendance is reported as 33. Many of the children are admitted to
the industrial boarding school on the reservation, and the schools at Fort Totten, N. Dak.,
Morris, and Clontarf Minn.
There is a Catholic church at St. John's, and also one at the west end of the reservation, which
these people attend.
The census shows 11 births and 5 deaths, and the general health has been good. The sick receive medicine and attendance from the reservation physician when needed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. W. BRENNER,
,

Farmer

JOHN

H.

WAUGH,

U, S.

in Charge.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF FORT BERTHOLD AGENCY.
FORT BERTHOLD AGENCY, N. DAK., September 26, 1S92.
SIR Complying with instructions of the Department, I have the honor to submit my third annual report of this agency.
Location.
Fort Berthold Agency is situated on the right bank of the Missouri
River, in latitude 47 45' north and longitude 101 50' west. Minot, on the Great
Northern Railway, is the 'nearest railroad point, and is distant 65 miles. Bismarck, on the Northern Pacific Railroad, and the capital of the State, is located
95 miles southeast. This is the point at which nearly all of the supplies are delivered by contract. The supplies are hauled from Bismarck by Indian freighters.
The question of making Minot the point of delivery for all supplies has
been the subject of much correspondence between this agency and the Indian
Office.
The question has also been reported on by am inspector* and Minot favorably recommended.
Soil and climate.
The soil of the bottom lands is composed chiefly of rock detritus of not very long deposit, and is inferior to the upland, which is heavier and
more clayey, for agricultural purposes. All the land is rich and requires only
a moderate and uniform supply of rain to insure a good crop. This, however, is
seldom the case. The rainfall this year up to June 20 was copious, but since
then the showers have been very partial, and all small grain ripened prematurely
and the life sap was taken from vegetation generally. However, the grain sown
on last year's summer fallowing, owing chiefly to good workmanship and early
sowing, will produce a fair crop. The climate is severe and changeable, but
healthy. The average year the change from extreme heat to extreme cold is as
:

1

much

as 160.

The present reservation contains in the neighborhood of 1,300,000
acres, and comprises parts of Garfield, Williams, Wallace, and Mount Traille
counties, N. Dak. About 45 per cent of the reservation is tillable the remain"
ing portion is rough, some of it being known as bad lands;" but it is all excellent for stock, producing enormous quantities of nutritious grasses, mostly of
the " bunch " and "buffalo" variety, the latter kind curing on the stalk during
the month of September and making excellent food for stock during the winter,
when not covered by snow and inaccessible.
The agreement made with these Indians by the Northwest Commission in
December, 1886, and ratified by Congress on March 3, 1891, provided that the
boundary lines of the reservation should be plainly and substantially marked.
Reservation.

;

This work is now being done under contract by Beardsly & Dike, of Grand
Forks, N. Dak. This firm also has a contract to survey for allotment eight
townships. I am in hopes that I can begin the allotment of land early next
spring, as the establishment of these Indians upon systematically and clearlydefined tracts of land, upon which they may begin the erection of permanent
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to improve and beautify, will certainly mark a most important step in
their evolution. Less than 100,000 acres of land will be allotted the balance
will remain, as now, the common property of the Indians, and will be useful
chiefly for grazing purposes. About 400,000 acres of the western portion of the
reservation will not be required for use by the Indians for years to come, if ever,
and can be leased to stockmen, from which the Indians should receive an appreciable sum yearly.
Not the least of the advantages to be gained by the leasing of this land would
be the protection from prairie fire it will afford the Indians living west of the
Missouri River, as the lessee would annually break and burn "firebreaks"
on the western boundary, and thus prevent the annual prairie fire from reaching

homes

;

the Missouri River and consuming the grasses and destroying~the timber. The
question of renting the western portion of the reservation for grazing purposes
has been fully discussed with the Department, and I am now authorized to
advertise, with the consent of the Indians, this land for rental.
This is, and must of necessity continue to be, the
Agriculture and stock-raising.
occupation of these Indians. The settlement of North Dakota is of such recent
occurrence that reliable data as to the real fitness of the State, for purely agricultural pursuits have not been obtainable until quite recently. The meteorological conditions governing the climate are now well known, and it can with reasonable certainty be demonstrated that certain portions of the State can be devoted
to grain-raising with profit for a series of years, while other portions can not.
Speaking approximately, the ninety-ninth meridian is the dividing line between
these two regions. East of this meridian, especially in the valley of the Red
River of the North, lies what is probably the finest hard wheat growing region
in the world. West of this meridian, except in comparatively small areas, lying
mostly along the international boundary line, wheat-raising is a very uncertain
and precarious occupation at the best. The failure for several years back, with
a few exceptions, of the whites, who are thoroughly conversant with all that
goes to make a success of agriculture, to obtain even a meager living by grainlaising alone, amply proves this. The reason for this is easily found. East of
the ninety-ninth meridian is a region which lies in the zone of variable winds,
and which has an annual average rainfall of over 20 inches west of this meridian,
until you cross the Rocky Mountains, the rainfall is much less. Fifty per cent
of the farmers in the western half of North Dakota experience the greatest difficulty in going on from year to year putting in crops, in the hope that a good
year will at last set them right. Meanwhile more than 80 per cent of the farms
and "proved up" claims are covered by mortgages to their full aggregate
value. With this condition of things existing- with regard to the whites after
twelve years' of laborious effort, impelled by those race tendencies to which the
Indians now are and must long remain strangers, what success can be reasonably
predicted for a people who not only have the rudiments of systematic labor to
master, but who have yet to acquire the motives so necessary to satisfactory
progress toward civilization ?
Notwithstanding the lack of sufficient moisture, these Indians have made great
advance in agricultural developments during the past year. Last November
authority was granted me to purchase 4, 000 bushels of wheat from Indians, grind
it into flour in the agency gristmill, and apply the same to the subsistence of
the Indians 3,600 bushels were purchased and ground. No flour was purchased
during the past year and none need be purchased during the current year. The
season gave great promise fora good crop of cereals until the wheat was in the
milk, when it was hurt by the hot winds and total lack of moisture, when most
needed. Thrashing is under way at this writing, and sufficient is known by me
to be able to say that the wheat will grade low on account of the berry being
shrunken. Oats are a very light crop; corn has done fairly well, although it
was, injured by drought. The potato crop is an important one, and the Indians
are raising more every year. The crop this year is somewhat disappointing as
to quantity, but the quality is exceptionally good. The bean crop is fair. lam
endeavoring to induce the Indians to grow more root crops. If we succeed in persuading them to eat more vegetables and somewhat less meat, I believe we shall
have accomplished a reform which will le of lasting benefit. About 400 acres
of new breaking was done mostly during the month of June. This will be cropped next spring. I submit herewith what I consideran approximately correct
estimate of this year's crops
;

;

:

Wheat
Corn
Turnips
Beans

Pumpkins

bushels..
do....
do....

do
...do

13,000
3,000
500
550
5,700

Oats
Potatoes
Onions
Other vegetables
Melons...,

bushels..

do
do
do
do.,..

8,000
3,375
400
475
3,900
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Farming by these Indians can only be followed with profit as a collateral industry. In my first annual report I said
Although the facts are incontrovertibly against this country as a successful farming region,
without irrigation, when it comes to its adaption to stock raising, I do not think too much can
:

be said in

its favor.

The manifest inadaptability of the country to
tion of some more reliable and profitable means

agriculture suggests the adopa livelihood among a people
in which material prosperity must largely be the index of progress.
Since the
ratification of the agreement made with these Indians by Congress on March 3,
1891, the Department has been liberal and prompt in responding to estimates
There was delivered here by contract in September,
for the purchase of stock.
1891, 400 cows, 16 bulls, 25 pair of work oxen, and 2,500 sheep with 128 rams 72
brood mares were delivered later. When this stock was received they were
branded with the brand of the Indian Department, and before issuing they were
branded with the private brand of the different individuals to whom the stock
was issued. By transposing the letters of the alphabet each Indian on the reservation is given a brand, and a correct and systematic record of the same is
kept in the agency office. With a few exceptions the stock issued was well
cared for and the loss from neglect or insufficient feed during the winter was inof

1

;

significant.
Owing to a

misunderstanding between this agency and the Indian Office regarding the proper method to be employed in the care and handling of the sheep
they are still kept as an agency herd: but I will endeavor to issue between 600
and 800 during the coming fall to competent and careful individuals who will
assume the sole management of their flocks. Although the success attained in
the sheep industry has not been so satisfactory as anticipated, owing chiefly to
reasons well known to the Indian Office, and iir which the public has little or no
interest, and although a source of great annoyance and constant watchfulness
to the agent, yet I am convinced that with unremitting care, judgment, and
perseverance this industry will yet be cne of the chief est among these Indians.
Another installment of stock was received in July of this year, consisting of
800 cows, 40 bulls, and 100 brood mares. All the stock was good and fully up to
the specifications. The stock was branded and issued in the same manner as
that received last year. These Indians are by'nature as well as location better
suited to a pastoral than an agricultural life, and are already making commendable progress in stock-raising, and are commencing to realize the great advantages of such industry, and that they can in a short time become independent of
government aid by stock alone. This is a stock country, and when an Indian
leaves the reservation he meets stockmen. An Indian is a close observer. He
improves by having intelligent and industrious neighbors, he sees others have cattle and sheep and the benefits and profits thereon; watches the methods employed,
and is improved thereby. Much damage having been caused last season by Indian
stock trespassing upon each others crops, the following rules were made and promulgated for this season
(1) During the pewod from May 1 to November 1, in each year, all Indian stock must be carefully herded. (2) Damage done to Indian crops by trespassing cattle or horses must be paid for by the own:

ers of the trespassing stock.
(3) The party suffering from the damage may have the right to take up and hold the trespassing stock until such time as the amount of the damage is determined and assessed against
the owners of the stock.
(4") The taking up of trespassing stock shall at once be reported to the agency office.
(5) The owners will be called to the office and the matter adjusted if possible in some manner
satisfactory to both parties; but in case no satisfactory arrangement can be arrived at, the
agent will assess the amount of the damage, and order payment of the same.
(6) The owners of the trespassing stock must at once pay the amount assessed to the party
damaged, or furnish good and sufficient security for the payment of the amount within a reasonable time.
(7) A failure on the part of the person damaged to report the same to the agency office within
three days from the date of such damage shall make his claim null and of no effect.
(8) Damage to hay stacks and other fodder, after November 1, must be borne by the owners
of the hay or fodder, whose duty it shall be to provide good and substantial fences around their
stacks to protect the same.

This year the cattle were banded together in small bands, and the owners of the
"
different bands employed Indian herders to herd them. The agency herd law "
has been a success, and the plan of herding very successfully carried out. The
Indians have put up more than 2,500 tons of hay for the subsistence of stock
during the winter. This amount, if judiciously used, will ba entirely sufficient.
Another supply of stock, mostly cows, should be purchased next season.
Buildings.
According to the terms of the agreement ratified by Congress on
March 3, 1891, $12,000 was appropriated for the removal of the agency to a more
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central location. The agreement referred to above defined the twelfth guide
meridian as the eastern line of the reservation. In the course of correspondence
with your office last spring relative to the survey of lands for allotment I discovered that the present agency was entirely off the reservation, being- located
nearly two miles east of the eastern line of the reservation, and about in the
center of section 29, township 147, range 87 west. This fact was at once com-

municated to your office, together with the suggestion that the township upon
which the agency and other buildings and improvements of more or less yalue
was located be attached to the reservation by Executive order. This suggestion was recommended by your office, and under date of June 17, 1892, the President attached the township to the reservation. A site for a new agency was
selected on the east side of the Missouri River, 25 miles west of the present
agency, at a point nearly opposite the mouth of the Little Missouri River. The
new agency will be beautifully situated, surrounded by the best agricultural
land n the reservation, and will be nearly in the geographical center of the reservation, and exactly in the center of the Indian population.
Not the least of the benefits to be derived from the removal of the agency is
the fact that it will be located in the midst of the Gros Ventres, the most uncivilized and least manageable tribe on the reservation. With the agency located
near this tribe, where they can be more closely observed and persistently urged
by the agent, they will certainly advance more rapidly.
The present agency buildings having been poorly constructed out of poor material and without foundations of any kind whatever, it was deemed unwise to
attempt their removal 25 miles, as the cost of taking down, removing, and rebuilding would nearly equal the cost of new buildings, and poor structures
would be the result. Bids for the erection of a new agency, in pare, were advertised for on May 18, 1892. and the bids opened on June 18. The lowest of the
bids received were at least 20 per cent higher than I figured they should be,
after allowing the contractor a reasonable profit and as I was convinced that
the bidders "pooled " their bids I rejected them all, and so advised your Office,
requesting at the same time approval of my action, together with a request to
readvertis3. Both requests were granted, and after duly advertising bids were
opened the second time, on August 10, and the contract awarded to John P.
Hoagland, of Bismarck, N. Dak., at a much lower figure than the lowest of the
As the new agency buildings will not be ready for occupancy
first bids received.
until late in the season about November 15 and as there will be a large quantity of supplies and other material to be transported there, the agency headquarters will not be removed until next spring.
The saw and grist mills have been removed to the new location during the summer and reconstructed in a splendid manner, the gristmill being firmly set upon
a well-constructed stone foundation 2 feet thick and 7 feet high. At my request
the machinery for a roller mill of 30 barrels' capacity was purchased by the Department of the Nordyke and Marmon Company, of Indianapolis. Ind. The machinery will be set in place during the fall, and the wheat purchased of the Inians ground into flour duringthe winter. The purchase of the roller-mill machinery I consider economical and timely, as with this machinery in successful
operation it will not be necessary to purchase any flour from contractors, and
the more industrious Indians can always find a home market for a portion of their
surplus wheat, as long as the ration system exists.
The only saw-log timber on the reservation is growing adjacent to where the
mills are now located and, as mentioned in my last annual report when urging
the removal of the mill, there is enough cottonwood timber at this point, from
which lumber can be sawed, to erect a good house and barn for every family
on the reservation. As there is not a habitation on the reservation occupied by
an Indian that is constructed with good sanitary surroundings, all being built of
small cottonwood logs and with dirt floors and roofs, a reform is necessary in the
matter of housebuilding, and as soon as the allotments are made the building
of comfortable but cheap and modest houses among the Indians should be vigor(

;

ously pushed.

Educational.
The schools to which the children from this reservation are sent
are the Fort Stevenson Government industrial school, located 17 miles east of
the reservation, C. A. Burton, superintendent, which has an attendance of
about 150; the Home Mission school, 1 mile west of the agency, conducted
by the American Missionary Association under contract, with an attendance of
47, Rev. C. L. Hall, superintendent; and St. Edwards school, located at the
mouth of the Little Missouri, which is conducted by Rev. Father Craft and some

'
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There are also 7 students at Genoa,
and 1 at Hampton.
Of the schools, the Fort Stevenson Government industrial school has received
my most hearty and earnest support. The general tone of the Fort Stevenson
school has greatly improved under the administration of Mr. Burton, and the
school is now in better working order than ever before.
Immediately upon assuming charge of these Indians, somewhat less 'than
three years ago, I was impressed with the importance of demonstrating to them
the great and lasting benefits of education. To show the Indian that education
would fuse and assimilate him with the whites, that it would obliterate his
superstitions and dissolve his prejudices, that it would correct all the evils attached to his race and so fit him to wisely and liberally judge and love the great
nation which lifts him up, and the flag which is the symbol of the noblest and
broadest liberality in all the big world, has been one of my chief est aims.
Compulsory education has been consistently and determinedly enforced and
heroically resorted to from the first. The Indians now realize that it is the
one thing, above all others, that will be enforced, and few are the objections
made to sending their children to school. No one unacquainted with the Indians can realize the importance of obtaining and maintaining in school all the
children of school age, unless he has seen the great changes which a few months
make. The filthy, half -naked, idle boy and girl, as found on the reservation,
under school and industrial influences are changed in habits, inclinations, and
general appearance, and their countenances wear a happy expression, taken as
they have been from a life of suffering and hopeless degradation to a life of
usefulness and comfort. To witness these changes causes a person to realize to
the fullest extent the happiness of doing good.
I have seen in less than three years an increase in attendance at the schools
of upwards of 95 per cent, until to-day there is not a child, belonging to this
reservation and physically able to attend school, but what is in school. In
addition to those of school age there are 62 who are over or under school
age now in the schools. The census shows 168 children of school age on the
reservation, exclusive of the band under Crow Flies High, while there are 230

Indian sisters, and has an attendance of
5 at

San tee, 6 at

Carlisle,

children in attendance at the schools.
In this connection I take occasion to respectfully recommend that the age at
which Indian children shall be sent to school be changed from 5 to 3 years, and
that a primary department on the kindergarten plan be added to the schools to
acquire a perfect and lasting knowledge
English, so that it shall be the primary language and their native tongue secondary to it, they must be placed in school at a very early age. It is only those
who are received into the schools while very young who ever become so familiar
with our language that they will speak it fluently and between themselves after
leaving school. Notwithstanding the considerations of a humane nature that
some may argue affect the question of separating children of such an early age
from their parents there can be no doubt of the great benefit to the children, and
after all they are the ones to be most considered. The usefulness of Indian
schools would be greatly increased if a kindergarten department could be attached to them.
The report of the agency physician on this subject is forwarded
Sanitary.
herewith, and your attention is respectfully invited to the same. In connection
with this subject I desire to urge upon the Department the necessity existing for the establishment of a small hospital among these Indians. There are
some cases whare great suffering might be avoided, and in many instances lives
saved, were the patients where they could have the daily attention of the
physician. When the sick live, as is often the ase, 40 or more miles from the
agency, it is simply impossible for a physician to give them the time and attention they require. Especially is this the case during an epidemical siege. There
can be no doubt, too, but that the small, poorly ventilated houses, occupied by
the Indians bring about effects to the sick confined in them which are as hard,
or harder for the physician to combat than the disease itself. Then also the
lack of careful and intelligent nursing is often the cause of the loss of life. And
again the lack on the part of the Indian of the materials with which, and the
knowledge of how, to prepare nourishing sick diet is also at times a great drawback to the successful handling of very many cases. The absence of nourishing
food is particularly noticeable in the cases of returned students, who may be
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taken sick. I have seen the change from a carefully prepared civilized diet to
the direct opposita result fatally for a delicate person. These difficulties could
all be overcome if there were a small hospital here to which the dangerously
sick not the incurables might be taken and be under the care of a good nurse,
and receive daily visits from the physician. I have prepared and forwarded to
your office plans and specifications for a hospital costing not to exceed $5, 000 and
I trust that the same will receive due consideration.
Police.
The police force at this agency consists of 1 captain, 1 sergeant, and 13
privates. The captain. Frank Packineau, a graduate of ths Santee school, deserves special credit for the honorable, brave, and zealous manner in which he
has acted on all occasions when his services were required. The police are selected on account of their peculiar fitness for the duties required of them. The
force as a whole gives me perfect satisfaction.
Indian court. This court, composed of 3 full-blood Indians, selected for their
judicial qualifications, has been an important adjunct in the trial and punishment of Indian offenses. Crimes of every character committed on the reservation are brought before this court for adjudication, and the agent has been relieved
of much annoyance in small matters, and assisted materially in all cases.
Every
decision of theirs during the year has been approved by me.
Census.
The census taken on July 1 is as follows
:
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REPORT OP PHYSICIAN AT FORT BERTHOLD AGENCY.
SIR: Complying with your request, I have the honor to present you herewith the annual
sanitary report of this agency.
I entered upon my duties here the latter part of July of this year, but as I have been physician to the industrial school for these people at Fort Stevenson, the past year, and have made
several tours through all the settlements on the reservation, and prescribed for over 300 of the
Indians for various diseases, I have had good opportunities for studying their condition in
general and their prevailing diseases in particular.
The general health of these Indians the past year has been better, on the whole, than a study
of their Sanitary conditions would lead one to expect.
The monthly sanitary reports left by my predecessor show that 879 cases were treated during
the year 29 births and 27 deaths were recorded, but I have reason to believe that the actual number of births was 36 and the number of deaths 34.
I have made a personal inspection of 57 dwellings located in Arickaree, Gros Ventre, and
Mandan settlements without finding one in good hygienic condition. They are made of small
logs, with mud roofs and floors, and generally have but one small window. Many of them have
but one room all of them have a good cook stove, which also serves as a heater.
In winter and during the damp weather of autumn and spring these houses must, from the
nature of things, be perfect breeding places for bronchitis, pneumonia, consumption, and
catarrhal diseases, while the various forms of neuralgia and rheumatism could not find better
conditions for development than here.
Tubercular diseases, as might be expected, are a frightful scourge, producing over one-half
of all the deaths recorded. I have seen 59 cases of lymphatic tuberculosis, chiefly affecting
the cervical and axillary glands. Several of the deaths by consumption were of those who contracted pleurisy and pneumonia during an epidemic of la grippe which prevailed last year.
These deaths could probably have been prevented if there had been a small hospital in which
the patients could have been placed when the disease first appeared.
Venereal diseases are not nearly as common as they formerly were. I have seen no case of
primary syphilis, and I know of but 27 cases' which can be classed as constitutional manifestations of this disease. There certainly exists an exaggerated idea of the prevalence of syphillis
among these Indians. Almost every case of swollen and suppurating glands has heretofore
been classed as constitutional syphilis, whereas over half of them are of purely tubercular
;

;

origin.

The Indians are fast losing faith in their medicine men, but they are still wofully ignorant of
the simplest laws of hygiene. Very many of them still cling to their heathenish and abominable methods of caring for their sick. In the Gros Ventre camp I saw a girl who had been operated upon for disease of the eyes in the following manner The eyelids were everted and a
strong blade of grass having sharp, dentated edges was drawn across them to produce hemoi*rhage. The day following this treatment I found her in great agony, suffering from the most
intense congestion of all parts of the eyes. She not only had conjunctivitis, but keratitis and
She will never have perfect vision again. In the same neighborhood wasagirl
iritis as well.
of 16 suffering from dysmenorrhcea. She had been given a considerable quantity of short hair
and was suffering from severe gastritis as a consequence. This girl nearly died. I also found
undoubted evidence of patients in the last stages of pneumonia being carried outdoors to die.
With the mercury far below zero these people would not let their sick die indoors.
On the other hand I found full-blood Indians who were much opposed to such methods and
who were willing and anxious to be taught how to properly care for their sick. They complained that their people had not been taught, as they should have been, in regard to such matters, and stoutly maintained that they were all anxious to adopt the white man's way of caring
for the sick.
Some of the Indians claimed that they had been promised a hospital, and they expressed
themselves as strongly in favor of one being built.
"
I have had several
talks " with the Indians, in which I endeavored to show them how to
stop the ravages of consumption and some other diseases. They told me that one reason why
their houses were in such poor shape at present was that they had been expecting their allotments and would then have to abandon their present houses and build new ones, so they did
not think it worth while to put any more labor on the dwellings they now occupied.
I regard the settlement of these Indians on land of their own in properly built houses as a
sanitary measure of the highest importance. As that can not be done the present season, I
recommend that their present dwellings be whitewashed inside and out after they have been
patched and plastered to make them more dry and comfortable.
I have seen over a hundred cases of abnormal conditions of the eyes brought on by inflammatory diseases. It is simply impossible to give these cases proper treatment, in order that
there may be no impairment of vision. In fact, but few cases of acute disease, comparatively
speaking, can be treated as they should be under present conditions, and a hospital is coming
to be more and more a necessity as the Indians give up their old ways and depend more and
more upon the agency physician for medical treatment. Scarcely a year passes without an
epidemic of some contagious disease, and a small hospital would be of very great service in our
efforts to lessen the frightful mortality which has always prevailed among the Indians in such
events.
Many returned students after a short time become delicate and easily take pneumonia, on account of the great change from school to reservation life again, and they die so quickly that
the people are becoming prejudiced against Eastern schools. Give us a small hospital and we
could do a great deal for these young people, who are easily discouraged and give up to disease
so quickly after their return from Eastern schools. There are on the reservation many cases
needing surgical interference which I am unable to give them on account of having no place
to take them where they can have proper care after an operation. I have operated on Indians
and kept them in my own rooms so as to be sure they had the care necessary to success in certain cases; but this can not be often done. A hospital with the capacity of ten or fifteen beds
could be built for $5, 000 or less, and certainly no such sum could possibly be spent in any other
way that would do an equal amount of good.
Thanking you for the prompt and cordial assistance you have rendered me in many ways,
I remain your obedient servant,
JOSEPH R. FINNEY,
Agency Physician.
:

JOHN

S.
U. S.

MURPHY,

Indian Agent.
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REPORT OP STANDING ROCK AGENCY.
STANDING ROCK AGENCY,
Fort Tates, N. Dak., August 26, 1892.
submit the following- report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892. being- my eleventh annual report of this agency, my seventeenth consecutive annual report as Indian agent, and, having entered the Indian service at Devil's Lake Agency, N. Dak., July 1, 1871, am therefore in my
twenty-second year of continuous service among the Sioux.
Area of reservation and location of agency. This reservation, approximating 105
townships, lies in the two Dakotas, about 40 townships being in North Dakota
and 65 in South Dakota, and is bounded on the east by the Missouri River, on
the south by Cheyenne River Reservation, on the west by the one hundred and
second degree of 'longitude, defined and mounded, and on the north by Cedar
Creek or South Fork of Cannonball River.
The agency headquarters are in North Dakota, 60 miles south of Mandan, N.
Dak., and about 11 miles north of the southern boundary of the State. About
an equal number of the Indians reside in each of the Dakotas.
Bands and population. The Indians of this agency are of the Upper and Lower
Yanktonai, Hunkpapa, and Blackfeet bands of the Sioux tribe, and the census
of June 30 last shows the number of those now on the reservation and in non-

Sm

:

I

have the honor

to

reservation schools to be 3,854, of whom 292 are
bands. The classification is as follows:

Name

of band.

mixed bloods

of the respective
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cured hay, and range grazing-, in winter as well as summer, is calculated upon
by stock growers. Therefore the success or failure in the stock industry depends chiefly upon the severity of the winter and depth of snow.
The past winter was not a severe ona, but a heavy and unusually early frost
on August 21, 1891, seriously injured the grass before it was fully cured, and
range grazing was consequently much poorer than usual. The past spring
beingr also very backward and grass late in starting, with several bad storms in
April and May, was very disastrous to cattle, especially to the pilgrim cows and
calves that had been brought in so late last summer. Stock passed through the
winter with comparatively little loss but the severe storms of April and May
were very fatal to cattle, especially to those on ranges away from shelter. The
deaths of cattle during these storms brought up the aggregate loss for the year
to 590 head, being about 10 per cent of the cattle owned on the reservation.
The number of cattle owned by these Indians on June 30, 1891, approximated
5,000 head, and during the month of July, 1891, there were 1,000 cows, 500 calves,
and 50 bulls issued to them, making 6,550 head on the reservation at the date of
my last annual report. The loss by deaths during the year was 590, as above
stated, and the Indians sold 646 head to the agency for beef, which makes a reduction in number of 1,236. This spring's increase of calves was 1,176, which
gives 6,490 head on June 30 last and during the present month 2. 200 cows, each
with a calf, and 88 bulls were received from contractors and issued to Indians,
making 18,978 head of cattle, including calves, now owned on the reservation.
Every effort is being made to provide fodder and arrange for the best possible
care to be given them the coming winter.
I would add that there is a serious objection to having cattle delivered hero
so late in the season as the middle of August the middle of June is late enough,
as cattle delivered early in June have the benefit of the more tender and nutritious grass, and the freedom from mosquitoes at that season of the year gives
the cattle a good healthy start. The myriads of mosquitoes and flies' which infest this region after midsummer torment cattle to such an extent as to prevent
them from thriving much for a couple of months. Moreover the earlier delivery
gives them a longer season of mild weather to become acclimated and familiar
with the ranges and watering places before cold weather sets in, and they are
certain to be better tallowed, and therefore the better able to withstand the
rigors of our cold northern winters.
Agriculture.
Every family of the reservation is engaged in cultivation to a
greater or less extent, and their fields range from 1 to 40 acres, and aggregat3
about 5,000 acres in all. Fifty-seven families who formerly lived in the more
crowded settlements along the Missouri have moved out to new claims up the
Cannon Ball and Grand rivers the past year, and have broken in the aggregate
about 200 acres of new land. This new breaking, however, has not increased
the cultivated acreage of reservation over that of last year, as those who moved
out abandoned their old fields, which have remained untilled and the new locations were made, not with a view to farming other than vegetable gardens, but
for the purpose of securing better and more extensive ranges for cattle.
The wheat and oats which are now- being harvested, but none yet threshed,
promise a fair yield, as also potatoes but owing to the cold and backward spring
corn is a poor crop. We estimate as follows:
.bushels.. 6.000 Beans
bushels.800
Wheat.
do
Oats
22', 500
Turnips, rutabagas, beets, and
_
do
carrots
bushels - . 15, 000
Corn
15,000
.-do
Potatoes
12,500 Melons, pumpkins and squash. . 30,000
do
450
Onions
;

;

;

;

;

The hay

cut

is

much

in excess of

any former year and will approximate

10,000 tons.
Industry.

$36, 801. 58

During the past year the Indians of this agency have received
from the Government for the following services and products of labor,

viz:

Transportation of 704,534 pounds of agency freight from Mandan to agency, 60 miles distant, and 431,394 pounds from
agency to the subissue stations, 25 and 40 miles distant, respectively
646 head (749,580 pounds, gross) of beef cattle
950 cords of wood...
90 tons of hay
_
2,000 bushels of oats

600 bushels of wheat

. .

.

_

$6,361.80
25,189.78
3,575.00
450.00
800.00
425. 00
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and from the
They also received from the traders $8,157.10 for beef hides;
licensed traders and others for farm products and products of labor, approximately $1,500 for corn, $200 for hay, $1,600 for oats, $2,800 for wheat, and $800
for wood; being a total of $15, 07 7. 10 received from parties other than what they received from the Government aggregating $51,878.68 realized from products
raised and labor performed. But this showing- was only brought about by watchfulness in management, directing in work, and constant urging- on the part of
is gratifying, as it must prove a
myself and employes. The outcome, however,
the money thus restrong incentive to increased industry and frugality. With
alized several bought household furniture, (entire bedroom sets), 32 bought light
20 sulky hay rakes, and 5
spring two-horse wagons also 40 mowing-machines,
of this class the present
self-binding harvesters were purchased by individuals
;

;

the foregoing

may

be added, as earnings of Indians, the salaries of Indians

and mixed bloods at agency and schools, including Indian police, district farmfiscal year,
ers, and Indian judges, and also irregular employes during the
amounting in the aggregate to $25,554.45.
Eoad work and fire break. The Indians of this agency have done considerable
work on roads of the reservation the past year, and owing to the heavy rains
of the early summer, causing frequent washouts, more repairs than usual were
necessary.

Apart from the road work proper, about 40 Indians went out during the month
June to the western boundary of the reservation, abjut 70 miles west of
agency, takiner with them 30 teams and 10 breaking plows, and plowed a fire
break of 10 furrows wide along the western boundary line from the south fork
This fire break was
of the Cannon Ball to Grand River a distance of 20 miles.
plowed for the purpose of preventing prairie fires from coming in upon the reservation from that territory, with the hope of thus preserving the grass on the
cattle ranges between those two streams for winter grazing.
The statutes of North Dakota provide for plowing fire-breaks around every
township. The Indians of this agency would under this State law be entitled
to credit during the past year for 800 days' road work approximated for fire
break and road repairs, thfe work done by teams being taken into account. The
roads on the reservation have been kept in good condition for travel as the re-

of

sult of this

work.

During the past year two subissue stations were established
at important points on the reservation, one at the Cannon Ball day school near
the mouth of Cannon Ball River, 25 miles north of agency, where 1,028 Indians receive rations, and the other at the Bullhead day school on Grand River,
40 miles southwest of agency, where 1,160 Indians receive their rations. This
arrangement is of vast benefit to the service by enabling a majority of the Indians to leave home in the morning, receive their rations, and return the same
day. Traders' stores and blacksmiths' shops have also been established at the
substations for their convenience.
Education.
Two Government boarding schools, 1 mission boarding school, and
9 day schools were conducted on the reservation the past year, with an aggregate enrollment of 720 pupils (373 males and 347 females) and an average attendance of 464.37 for the school year. There were also 72 pupils (46 males and
26 females) belonging to this agency in nonreservation schools, making the total
number enrolled 792, with an approximate average attendance of 536.
The agricultural boarding school, located on the west bank of the Missouri River,
16 miles south of agency, was conducted throughout the entire year, a number
Class
of the pupils having remained at the school during the vacation months.
studies, however, were not carried on during vacation, but the regular discipline
and industrial work were continued.
Between July 1, 1891, and June 30, 1892, there were 113 pupils (72 boys and 41
girls enrolled in this school, with an average attendance of 78.95 for the entire
twelve months and 86.60 for the school year proper.
This school is fortunate in its management, having an excellent superintendent
and efficient corps of employes, and the work done is of such a substantial character that it reaches the home life of the pupils and is manifest among the families of the large adjacent settlements in the steady advancement of the people,
whose houses are more neatly kept than formerly, while in demeanor and general appearance they compare favorably with white communities.
Brass band. The superintendent of this school conceived the idea last February of trying to organize a brass band among the boys of the school and purchased at his personal expense a set of instruments costing about $200. All the
Subissue stations.

)
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boys had been receiving instruction ia music and knew the value of the notes.
Eighteen boys were selected, who, with Mr. Meagher, the mechanical teacher,
under the instructions of Mr. Steinm jtz, the agency blacksmith, a good musician,
have made splendid progress, and at the end of the school term were able to play
several pieces very well. This is a great adjunct to the school, and the Indians
appear to take more pride in seeing their children playing these instruments,
rendering nic3 airs and marking time in military precision, than anything yet
introduced. The superintendent of the school is entitled to great credit for organizing this band, and Mr. Steinmetz, who has taken great pains to instruct
the boys in the use of their instruments, is to be congratulated upon his success,
as is also Mr. Meagher, whose indomitable perseverance did much towards
bringing the band up to its present status.
There is a blacksmith and carpenter shop in connection with this school, where
the boys receive instruction in these two branches also a farm of 110 acres, where
they are instructed in farming and proper use and care of implements. The
yield from the school farm and garden this year is estimated at 20 bushels of
beans, 120 bushels of wheat, 200 bushels of corn, 1,000 bushels of oats, 500 bushels of potatO3S, 100 bushels of turnips, 80 bushels of onions, 19') bushels of other
vegetables, 1,500 heads of cabbage, a considerable numbar of melons, squash, etc.,
and 30 tons of hay.
The industrial boarding school located at the agency has also been maintained
throughout the entire twelve months, a number of the pupils having returned
The enrollment
to the school after taking a few days' vacation at their homes.
for the year was 137 (57 boys and 80 girls), with an average attendance of 80.18
for the twelve months, and 89.47 for the school year. The work in this school
is of a high order, everything in order and like clockwork, and the pupils are
progressing steadily. It would be unreasonable to expect more than is being
done for the pupils by the teachers and employes of the school.
There is a model garden of 6 acres cultivated by the school boys under the industrial taacher, which furnishes vegetables for the school. The yield this year
is estimated at 10 bushels of beans, 300 bushels of potatoes, 50 bushels of turnips,
75 bushels of onions. 140 bushels of other vegetables, about 800 melons and
squash, and 1,000 heads of cabbage.
St. Elizabeth's boarding school is located on Oak Creek, about 5 miles west of Missouri River and 38 miles south of agency, and is conducted by the Protestant
Episcopal Church, under the immediate control of Right Rev. Bishop Hare.
Miss Mary S. Francis, a very estimable lady, is principal, who, with a corps of
earnest assistants, is doing good work in that neighborhood. The buildings
occupied are the property of the mission, and the teachers are also supplied and
paid by the mission. Therefore, with the exception of rations and annuity
clothing issued to the pupils from agency supples, the school has bean without
cost to the Government. The enrollment for the past year was 53 pupils, 22
boys and 31 girls, with an average attendance of 31.61, at a cost to the Government of $1,596.91 for rations and clothing and an approximated cost to the mis;

sion of $3,000.

Day

The nine day schools of the agency are as follows
Ball, located near the month of Cannon Ball River, 25 miles north of
Pupils enrolled, 81 (41 boys and 40 girls), with an average attendance

schools.

Cannon
agency.

:

of 53.94.

Grand River, located on Grand River, 40 miles southwest of agency, with an enrollment of 73 pupils (36 boys and 37 girls), and average attendance of 49.50.
No. 1, located on west bank of Missouri River, 18 miles north of agency, had
an enrollment of 39 pupils (21 boys and 18 girls), with an average attendance of
24.20.

located 3 miles north of agency, had 37 pupils enrolled (17 boys and 20
average attendance, 23.58.
No. 3, located 15 miles west of agency, had an enrollment of 24 pupils (15 males
and 9 females); average attendance, 15.84.
No. 4, located on the Upper Grand River, 50 miles southwest of agency, had 52
pupils enrolled (27 males and 25 females) average attendance, 30.77.
Marmot, located on Grand River, 30 miles south of agency, had an enrollment
of 36 pupils (20 boys and 16 girls), with an average attendance of 13.26.
Bullhead, located on Grand River, at the Bullhead subissue station, 40 miles
southwest of agency, was opened on November 11, 1891. Enrollment, 26 pupils
(12 males and 14 females) average attendance, 22.28 for the period it was in op-

No.

2,

girls);

;

;

eration.
Little Eagle, located in Little Eagle district, on Grand River, 32 miles south of
agency enrollment, 49 pupils (33 males, 16 females) average attendance, 23.62.
;

;
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These day schools were well attended throughout the year, and the teachers,
one and all, interested themselves in the work, performing faithful service, and
the superintendent of Indian schools, school supervisors, and department inspectors who visited this agency during the past year all expressed themselves as
well pleased with the work being done in the respective schools of this agency.
A contract has been authorized and will be entered into during the present
month for the erection of another boarding school on the reservation, which will
be located in the Little Eagle district, on Grand River, 32 miles south of agency.
It will be ready for occupancy about JanuIts capacity will be about 80 pupils.
ary 1 next, and will cost, when completed and furnished, about $20,000. This
school will bring the aggregate capacity of the reservation schools up to about
700, viz, boarding, 340; day schools, 360.
The missionary field is well supplied on this reservation and is ocMissionary.
cupied by the Roman Catholics, under the direction of Rt. Rev. Bishop Marty,
of Sioux Falls, the Protestant Episcopalians under the supervision of the Rt.
Rev. Bishop Hare over that portion of the reservation lying in South Dakota,
and Rt. Rev. Bishop Walker over the North Dakota portion, and the Congregationalists (A. M. A.) under the superintendency of Rev. G. W. Reed.
The Roman Catholic missionary work has been conducted during the past
1

have 4 church buildings and 2 society buildings, also 1 mission building at different points on the reservation, and contemplate erecting another church the
coming year.
The Protestant Episcopal missionary work has been conducted at St. Elizabeth's Mission by the lady teachers of the school and occasional visits of Rev.
Mr. Ashley, of Cheyenne River Agency, and three native catechists, two of
whom are located at outstations on Grand River and the other on the Cannon
Ball, at an approximated cost of $500, other than the $3,000 shown as expended
in conducting St. Elizabeth's boarding school.
Rev. Mr. Ashley reports 29
marriages and 77 baptisms during the year and 144 communicants.
Rev. G. W. Reed, superintendent of the Congregational missionary work on
this reservation (under the auspices of the American Missionary Association),
reports 5 mp.les and 8 females engaged in the work the past year, at an expense
of $4,735.1)1, including maintenance of a hospital at the central station.
He also
reports 30 marriages during the year and 113 communicants, with 4 church
buildings and 8 mission buildings.
Indian police.
The police force of the agency, numbering 4 officers and 40 privates, located at their respective homes at different points of the reservation,
each having a certain district under his charge, except when detailed for duty
at headquarters, have maintained their former high standing, and the greater
security to persons and property felt by the law-abiding Indians, together with
the deterring effect the organization has upon evil-disposed persons, make the
police invaluable to the Government in the work of civilization that is now
going forward.
Court of Indian offenses.
The court of Indian offenses increases in importance
each succeeding year, and the Indians now recognize it as the tribunal for the
all
disputes arising among them as well as for the punishment
adjudication of
of offenses of a criminal nature
72 cases were brought before this court the past
of
a
criminal nature being as follows
year, those
;

:

Unnatural offense
Adultery
__
Bastardy -.
Attempted rape
Wife-beating

And

of the 42 civil cases 4

1

4
2
1
2

Assault
Seduction

12
2

_

Drunkenness
Larceny ._
Blackmailing

were applications for divorce.

3
i

_
_

_

2

_

The maintenance of this court has a good effect upon the Indians, and is a
means of settling many vexatious differences, and the decision of the court
approved by the agent invariably gives satisfaction to the parties concerned.
As in former reports, I would again urge an increase of pay for the judges of
this court. Ten dollars per month is not a fair compensation. Such a small
The effisalary takes from the office the dignity which should attach to it.
ciency, usefulness, and dignity of the court would doubtless be promoted by alan
increased
to
the
lowing
salary
judges.
The sanitary condition of the Indians of this reservation is good, and
Swiitary.
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no epidemic was prevalent during the year. The agency physician reports 1,387
cases treated by him during the year, of which number only 9 died, and 145 of
the above number of cases were treated in the agency hospital. There were 186
deaths of persons not treated, making the total number of deaths during the
year 195; and during the same period 162 births were reported, being an excess of
33 deaths over births. Of the deaths reported as not treated, 1 was a homicide,
1 a suicide, and 2 accidental, the two latter being able-bodied men who were
killed in a cyclone on the Upper Grand River on June 10 last, in which storm 5
others were badly injured but have since fully recovered.
The settlements of this agency are now so extensive, with 12 schools in operation located at different points, necessitating 200 miles travel to make a tour of
the schools, that an assistant physician is required to give anything like proper
attention to the sick of the reservation.
With so much being done for the Indian in a spiritual way, the small additional expense for his physical comfort
would not seem unreasonable and would certainly be more humane. An assistant physician, to be located at the Bullhead subissue station on Grand River,
40 miles southwest of agency where 1,160 Indians receive rations, would have
a district of 100 miles of settlements along Grand River and Oak Creek, with 6
schools under his care.
Dr. Brewsters report is herewith inclosed.
Per capita payment. In April last a $3 per capita cash payment aggregating
$11,532 was made to the Indians at this agency from the fund "Advance interest
It was the first per capita payment ever made to these Into Sioux Nation."
dians, and although the amount was small the Indians appreciated it highly,
and as each man, woman, and child received a like sum, and being thus equally
distributed in small sums, it was more beneficial than if paid to a few in larger
amounts, as no family received sufficient to purchase articles extravagantly and
therefore expended this money in procuring that which was of most benefit to
the annuitants. It is hoped, however, that as the ceded Sioux lands are disposed
of by the Government, thus augmenting the $3,000,000 permanent fund, the interest will eventually justify a per capita payment of $6 or $7 annually.
In this connection I may add that I am strongly opposed to the present large
treaty ration with its retarding influences, and would advocate a steady diminution of the free ration (very little of the corn now issued is used by these Indians
for food, but is fed to their horses), and substitute for a time small cash payments in lieu of the ration. By this means they would be enabled to buy only
in limited quantities that which they would most need. It would be a material
aid in teaching them the purchasing value of money, as also economy and frugality, instead of encouraging the improvidence now prevailing resulting from
the certainty of receiving a large ration at regular intervals. This large ration
has a pauperizing tendency, and the certainty of receiving it makes a majority
of the Indians indifferent to persevering in any enterprise or following up determinedly any line of industry.
Conclusion.
In concluding this report I can not refrain from referring to the
present work of an agent at an agency of this size. The Indians of Standing
Rock Agency are located at different points of the reservation, and the settlements being so widely separate that to make a tour among the Indians at their
homes necessitates a trip of about 600 miles and to do the most good to the service an agent should visit his Indians as frequently as possible. But the immense amount of office work now devolving upon the agent at this agency,
with three boarding schools and nine-day schools in operation, the work pertaining to the schools alone being greater than all other agency work combined,
makes it almost impossible for him to give the attention and encouragement to the
adult Indians that the best interests of the service demand. Being now in my
twenty-second consecutive year in the Indian service I have witnessed the steady
growth of the service and increase of clerical work. Twenty years ago wken the
Indians were in their wild state there was little for an agent to do other than issue
rations and annuity goods, but as Indians have advanced in civilization the
agent's duties have increased and are rapidly increasing.
My office is seldom clear of callers missionaries seeking favors for themselves
or for some individual Indian; white people desiring privileges on the reservation; school and agency employes wanting instructions in their work; excursionists, inspectors, special agents, school supervisors; representatives of nonreservation schools seeking pupils; contractors; and finally Indians who are sometimes obliged to wait all day long to make known their wants. When matters
of importance claim my close attention I am obliged to vacate my office and seek
refuge in a vacant room in some other part of the building, but it is seldom I
remain there long together undisturbed. I have no time for recreation mid,

;

.

;
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night very often finds me at work, but with competent clerical assistance I am
It will
still behind and can never say that the work of the office is up to date.
be seen from these remarks that the office of Indian agent is not a "sinecure."
I conclude by'repeating my assertions made in previous reports, that with
proper instructions and example in the paths of civilization and industry, I see
no reason why these Indians should not in the reasonably near future take their
places amongst the citizens of this great Republic, gradually becoming imbued
with the true American spirit, energy and progression.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES MCLAUGHLIN,
17.

S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT STANDING ROCK AGENCY.
SIB: I have the honor to submit this,

year ending June

STANDING ROCK AGENCY, N. DAK., August 20, 1892.
from this agency for the fiscal

my third annual report,

30, 1892:

In looking over the sanitary rolls, I find there were treated, males, 609; females, 778, a total of
which number occurred 9 deaths; and 186 deaths weie reported which did not come
under my treatment, which nontreatment was due to the fact that their places of residence
were from 25 to 90 miles distant from the agency.
Of the 1,387 cases, 145 were treated in the hospital, with 3 deaths; and industrial boarding
school, 34, with no deaths; and agricultural boarding school, 67, with 1 death, treatment discontinued, 1 and on the reservation, 1,140, with 5 deaths. Recovered during the year, 1,372. Treatment discontinued and dropped from the rolls on account of failure to report, 1. Died under
treatment, 9; remaining under treatment, 5. Total, 1,387.
Total number of deaths reported, both treated and not treated, 195. Births, males, 69; females,
There has been 1 case of homicide and I of suicide,
93; total, 162; deaths exceeding births by 33.
and 2 men were killed in a cyclone storm on June 10, 1892.
The agency physician should have an intelligent pharmacist for an assistant, one who can
take charge of the dispensary. The physician has more than he ought to do, regardless of the
constant drudgery of the dispensary.
The sanitary condition of the schools and of the reservation is good.
JAMES BBEWSTEB, M. D.,
Agency Physician.
1,387 cases, of

;

JAMES MCLAUGHLIN,
U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF STANDING ROCK AGRICULTURAL BOARDING SCHOOL.
STANDING ROCK AGENCY, N. DAK., August

i,

1892.

my

In compliance with rule 18 for Indian schools, I have the honor to submit
annual
report for the year ending June 30, 1892.
second last and a full description of the
The history of this school has been given in
present plant oi school buildings and their condition in my last annual report. No new buildings were erected during the last year. Some repairs were made seven rooms were refloored

SIB

:

my

;

and one porch, which gave them a double floor. Some repairs are very much needed again,
especially in the line of repainting, replastering and whitewashing, a good deal of which, I
hope, will be done yet this vacation. A new barn, as recommended by Dr. Dorchester, is an absolute necessity, for the log stables which up till now nave been put up by the industrial
teacher and the boys are not in keeping with the rest of the buildings, and do not in any way
answer their purpose in connection with a school of this size. It is therefore to be hoped that
Dr. Dorchester's recommendation will receive a favorable answer during the present fiscal
year.
On account of the Missouri River bank caving in so rapidly the windmill, which was put up
in the bottom below the school, will have to be moved to a higher place in order to keep the
waterworks in running order. On account of the same consuming tendency of the river it is
also difficult to fix a permanent and secure place for the main pipe at the river.
The average age of the pupils during the last school-year was 13 years boys 13, girls 12.
The total enrolment for the twelve months of the fiscal year was 113 boys 72, girls 41 for the
ten months of the school-year proper 102 boys 65, girls 37; with an average attendance of 88
boys 57, girls 31. The literary work in the school room was carried on by two very faithful and
painstaking teachers of many years' experience in Indian school- work on the basis of the course
of study prepared for Indian schools. The number of pupils in the different grades was as follows :
;
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The new school books were introduced immediately

after their arrival at the school, and the
other useful school appliances, kindergarten helps, etc., employed to their best advanof the pupils. The free use of the English language was encouraged and
enforced in all departments, and transgressors always called to account. This being such an
important, at the same time such a difficult, point in Indian school- work, the necessity of it was
demonstrated to the pupils at all times, in season and out of season, t might say.
Sufficient reading matter has been provided for the school in the form of juvenile papers and
magazines, as to cultivate a taste for reading among the pupils. The teachers and other employe's read, according to regulations, papers and periodicals which would bear on their particular work and keep them informed a bout the newest methods and innovations in their particular branches of occupation and instruction.
Evenings were spent in reading, studying, singing, and other mxisical practices. The holidays
were appropriately observed with exercises, singing, declamations, recitations, and plays.
Christmas day especially proved a very joyful occasion to old and young. In connection with
arbor-day and its exercises 119 trees and about 2,300 flowers were planted, which do very well
under the tender care of our assistant industrial teacher, who is a gardener of life-long experience and good success, although the elements and chances are very much against this kind of

many

tage and improvement

work

in this latitude and climate.

Flowei-beds give the school-grounds in front of the buildings a fresh, inviting, and home-like
appearance, and the fragrance of the flowers at this season and the beauty of their colors make
a very gratifying impression on the senses in such tl an oasis in the wilderness " as a well-kept
farm and garden at a school in the Indian country, and in fact in most parts of Dakota, might
justly be called. Our boys and girls take considerable interest in the cultivation of flowers,
and one will often see little groups of them taking position around a flower-bed and pointing
out the different flowers and disputing about their choice and preferences. During a short leave
of absence of our gardener at the beginning of last month, one of the larger boys with the assistance of some smaller ones had charge of the garden work, and they performed their duties
with surprising and scrupulous regularity, so that on his return he found everything in the best
condition.

Farm. The school farm consists of 110 acres under fence. Of these we have this season about
50 acres in oats, 10 in wheat, 20 in corn, 8 in potatoes, about 1 acre in turnips, and the rest is
used as pasture ground the garden comprised'! acres. Everything looks very inviting and
promising at present, and if nothing comes between we will be certain of a good crop, which
;

much

needed. Our hopes and prospects are greatly encouraged by the exceptional abundance of rain we had this spring and summer, which, although it proved too much for other
States, was just about the right measure for this portion of God's creation. A very desirable
acquisition and a notable improvement on our farm stock are the two new teams furnished the
school last winter, one of horses and *,he other of mules, both of suitable age and build so as to
do many years valuable service around the place.
Industrial work. The boys were detailed for work each half day on the farm and garden, around
the stables, and for the carpenter and blacksmith shops for milking, chores, dormitory work,
care of other rooms, details were made weekly. A number of boys under the careful instruction of the mechanical teacher became quite handy in repair work and doing little jobs in car,
pentering and blacksmithing some of them can be sent anywhere alone to do little repairs,
and will do them promptly. They have also learned to take very good care of their tools, as it
is constantly urged upon them in all departments to take good and proper care of all the im-,
plements they have to use, and.also to make good use of the working material and not to waste
more than is absolutely necessary.
The girls are likewise instructed in all branches of practical household work and housekeeping, care of rooms, larger and smaller, private rooms. They are detailed regularly for work in
the kitchen, bakery, laundry, and sewing room; they learn the care and making of butter, etc.
In all those occupations they work at the side of their instructors who give them the example
of working everywhere so neither the instructor's nor the instructed are mere lookers-on, but
have hand and heart in the work. Some of the girls are quite proficient in fancy work and
embroidery and knitting. The sewing room presented at all times a great variety of different
kinds of work, from simple mending to the finer and more difficult task of fitting and making garis

;

;

;

ments.

During the year washing machines were furnished for the laundry to the general satisfaction
and gratification of all connected with that department, instructors and pupils. The boys

made themselves mostly very useful by working

at them.

The meals are properly prepared and neatly served and the cooks try hard to make the best
and most palatable of what they have at hand from the Government rations and from the farm
and garden products. Two girls wait at the table under the supervision of one female employ 6,
and, if ever possible, I myself am present at every meal to oversee the table manners and con-

duct of the children.
In the line of clothing, suits, etc., the uniforms furnished this year we re a decided improvement
and should by all means be continued also in future as they add so much to the good appearance of the boys.
Health. The health of the children has been very satisfactory. Most of them had a slight
attack of la grippe during winter, bufe it did not result badly for any of them. Some few of
a rather scrofulous disposition, from home, had to be treated medically off and on. Altogether,
the health status was so good that we flattered ourselves to be able to close the school year
again without having to record a single death. But we could not be quite so fortunate as that,
for towards the end of the school year a boy took sick whose case ended in quick consumption.
He died at the agency hospital on June 27.
Good diet and plenty of out-door exercise and muscle-strengthening games and practices are
provided in such a way and so amply that they should be productive of good health and work
successfully toward keeping and prsserving it, so as to secure a sound mind in a healthy body.
The hospital facilities are still inadequate to the size of the school. Fortunately we have not
had of late years any very severe cases and no contagious diseases, and wherever it could be
done patients were transferred to the agency hospital, to be under the immediate care and

ordinary ailments,

of treating cases of emergency, as to be of very great convenience and service to the
school. This is of no little importance, if we consider that we live 16 miles from the agency,
and in a country of severe winters, where coming and going to and fro is not always so easy.
During the last month, the first of vacation, over fifty pupils remained at the school. Most of
o f them have gone home now in order to be of some help to their parents in making hay and
other important work of the season.

knowledge
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Music. Instruction in singing was regularly given with the aid of Mason's music charts. The
children readily sing the most popular and patriotic, also play and motion songs. Three boys
and six girls received instruction on the organ, and could accompany some of the songs of their
schoolmates.
In February we undertook to select and form a band class of some 25 boys. They made
commendable progress in mastering the rudiments of music, and took great interest in
this to them, new feature of school life. At the beginning of May I bought, at my own expense.
a new set of brass instruments, including drums (18 in number), on which they performed very
creditably at the close of the school year; so that they were also able to go and render several
pieces at the closing exercises of the industrial b9arding school at the agency, and acquitted
themselves very well on some other occasions besides.
Apart from the amusement and usefulness of a band for certain occasions at any school, it
affords a good many other practical advantages at an Indian boarding school. Musical instruction when thoroughly imparted, being also a good deal of a mathematical nature, helps
in training the mind wonderfully, softens the wild and savage disposition, and, if liked and
loved, gives the boys occasion to spend a good many leisure hours in useful practice, which
keeps them on the place and within the school premises, and prevents them from idling away
and uselessly wasting their free time. It gives them also a splendid occasion for marching and
other drill exercises, and is a great help to make them used to carrying themselves well and

mannerly.

Dr. D. Dorchester, general superintendent of Indian schools; District Supervisors
Visitors.
Ansley and Parker, and United States Indian Inspector Cisney visited and thoroughly inspected
the school during the year, and the high praise and encouragement which each of these gentlemen was pleased to give the school in public addresses to children and teachers justify us to
believe that also their written reports to the Indian Bureau gave and bore j ust testimony to the
same effect, and clearly proved that the duties and responsibilities resting on the several employes were not neglected in any department, and that the progress of the pupils spoke for the
ability and competency of each of them. We remember with pleasure the visits of these gentlemen, the good sense and business-like way in which they performed their official duty, the
useful hints they were pleased to give, and. above all, the kind words of encouragement they
addressed to workers who have sacrificed a good many of their best years in the Indian-school
service, which was commenced under most unfavorable circumstances. These employes have
had to contend with various almost insurmountable difficulties, all the elements being at times
against them: some of them having to commence 'here when the two boarding schools of this
agency presented nothing else but a cluster of poor log huts, affording little protection and
shelter and were not inviting to anybody; and this at a time when the Indians were still not in
the best mood, when every particle of desire for knowledge and higher life and morality had
to be instilled into them gradually in the smallest possible doses, as they were able to digest
only the least possible quantity at a time, so that every inch of progress towards civilization
meant months and years of hard work, of patient endurance, sprinkled sometimes only very
little with some few scattered sparks of hope for a better future.
During these hard and trying times of the humble beginning of this civilizing work her
nobody contended much for Indian-school life and school positions, and our pioneers were easily
left alone with their wild charges. Nobody seemed to care for them then, nobody molested
them much. Things did not look so desirable and inviting then as they might now after the
first and hardest difficulties are overcome and the ground pretty well cleared of its thorns and
thistles. A better future has finally come indeed, and the schoo* has proved to be a good objectlesson and a potent factor for civil and Christian, social and moral life, and if it is maintained
that in civilizing savages we can not now, in this, our nineteenth century, go at the slow rate
and pace of the bygone centuries of our forefathers, we can certainly maintain in our case that in
the shortest possible time, almost, if not altogether, the very best has been obtained in the
work of civilization among our neighboring Indians, old and young, although these Sioux
could be brought within the radius of its beneficial influence only at a rather late hour of the

day.

It has always been our aim to make the pupils worthy members of society and of the American commonwealth in particular, so that they would be worthy citizens when the time comes for
them to be altogether absorbed in the white population of this country.
Dr. Dorchester was certainly fully aware of this fact from his own critical observations during the few days of his inspection here, when he said on taking leave from us: "I was glad to
find no sham work in your school as I did sometimes in others, and was also much gratified to
see your earnest endeavor in keeping everything on purely governmental lines."
In conclusion allow me, dear sir, to thank you for all your courtesies and favors extended
and services rendered to teachers and pupils and your interest and kindness of which we have
been witnesses and the grateful recipients throughout the school year.
Yours, very respectfully,

MARTIN KENEL,

Superintendent.

MCLAUGHLIN,

JAS.

U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OF STANDING ROCK AGENCY BOARDING
SCHOOL.
STANDING ROCK AGENCY, N. DAK., Aug.
SIR I have the honor to submit
Boarding School.
:

On taking charge

this,

34, 1892.

my first annual report of the Standing Rock Industrial

of this school I found that nearly all the pupils had been dismissed at once
Almost the entire school force being newly appointed, the first difficulty awaitus
was
that
of
ing
gaining the confidence of the pupils and their parents. We were agreeably
surprised on finding this task a comparatively easy one. Pupils and parents came to visit xis
the
former usually remaining with us for a few days at the time.
vacation,
during
By the end of September our school was filled. It is but just to acknowledge that this happy
result was largely due to the admirable tact which characterizes our agent. Maj. McLaughlin.
in all his dealings and gives evidence at the same time of the high esteem he commands among
the most respectable and progressive Indians on this reservation. The very best feeling has
prevailed during the past year between agency and school employes, with an apparent desire
on the part of the former to aid and supplement the work of the latter.
School buildings. The school buildings, delightfully located, are in good condition except the
for vacation.

5229

I

A

24
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The two latter were pronounced a miserable outfit
visited the school during the past fiscal year.

laundry and the bam.

ment

official

who

by every Govern-

There has been an average attendance during the past school year of 90. increasing during the last quarter to 105, the females being in a considerable majority. This attendance has been secured without any effort, the agent and school employes having been surprised during the last quarter by 17 new pupils who applied of their own accord for admittance,
all of them expressing a lively desire to learn '^English words."
School work. The pupils present on opening day were examined, classified, and graded strictly
according to the course of study prepared in your office. Afterwards pupils were examined
and placed on entering school. The examinations at the end of each term showed gratifying
results, the progress being steady, in many instances surprising. A delightful aii of cheerful
industry characterizes the schoolrooms, revealing the fact that both teachers and pupils work
with a will and evidently enjoy their labors. Visitors are impressed with the singular brightness and vivacity our pupils exhibit, a feature which makes one almost forget the fact that they
are Indian children. The constant use of the English language is firmly established in this inSchool attendance.

stitution, in school and at any other time.
Industrial work. The boys, being for the

most part under 12 years of age and none of them
15, can not be expected to do much more than the necessary chores.
They work cheerfully at the woodpile, in the garden, milk the cows, are trained to be obliging and ever ready
to lend a helping hand where needed. Our boys are noted for their courtesy and thoughtfuiness in their intercourse with the employe's and visitors, the larger ones taking a pride in being
over

considered manly and reliable.
All the girls are kept quite busy, even the smallest ones having something to do. The industrial work of our girls received special commendation from Mrs. Dorchester, who honored us
with a visit of nearly two weeks. She pronounced the plan of industrial details as it is carried
out at this school a new one. In the printed pamphlet (page 6) of Mrs Dorchester's Suggestions from the Field, December, 1891, you will find the exact outline of our plan. I am happy
to state that it has worked during the whole year to the perfect satisfaction of both employes
and pupils. Though nobody has been overburdened with work, I am confident that scarcely
could there be found a moie industrious lot of bright and skillful workers than are our dear
girls and boys. It was indeed a comfort to those in charge in the kitchen, the bakery, the laundry, the sewing room, to meet such cheerful faces and watch those busy hands.
Discipline. The general tone of the school has made it entirely unnecessary to resort to severe
measures. The pupils love the school, and many of them have proved it by remaining here
during vacation of their own free will.
Health. The health of the pupils has been exceptionally good during the whole year. No
case of severe illness occured. It is gratifying to notice the growing intelligence of our pupils
regarding the proper care of the body in accordance with the laAys of hygiene.
The hospital attached to the school has proved invaluable, making it possible to check at once
any disease making its appearance and preventing the same from spreading among the pupils.
The attention of the physician and nurses in charge is all that could be desired.
Visitors.
During the past year the school was honored by the visits of Dr. and Mrs. Dorchester,
Supervisors Ansley and Parker, and Col. Cisney.
Since her visit Mrs. Dorchester has shown a very encouraging interest in our work, surprising us at different times with tokens of her kindness. Beautiful pictures, maps, fancy work
material, and above all kindly wovds, expressed in welcome letters, have made her name dear
to pupils and employes. All visitors, prticularly Dr. Dorchester and Maj. Parker, freely expressed their appreciation of the work done at this school, giving, indeed, the kindest of encouragement to both teachers and pupils.
Holidays and closing exercises. The holidays were duly observed. Musical and literary entertainments were invariably connected with them. Pupils and teachers were highly complimented on those occasions by all who witnessed the performances.
The closing exercises consisted of vocal and instrumental music, speeches, dialogues, a short
drama, and an operetta. The intertainment was pronounced by competent judges a perfect
success.

Very

respectfully,

BEATRICE

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
(Through Agent McLaughlin.)

B.

SONDEREGGER,
Superintendent.

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN OKLAHOMA.
REPORT OF CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY.
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY,
Darlington, (Ma., September 16, 1892.
SIR: In compliance with Department regulations and printed circular of your
office, I have the honor to submit this, my fourth annual report of this agency.
The population, as shown by the enrollment, is as follows
Population.
:

Name

of tribe.
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During the year the Indians have transported 1,507,648 pounds of
which they have recsived $3,63-3.19. They also rec3ived from the
Government! or products sold $815. 03: from other parties, $8,000; total, $10,453.22.
The Indians plowed for cultivation 3,535 acres and planted 2,966,
Agriculture.
from which they realized
bushels..
88
bushels-. 3,060 Beans
Wheat
Industries.

freight, for

-

do

Oats
Barley aud rye

16,270

475
do....
do.... 14,280
do.... 1,337
352
do....
233
do....

Corn
Potatoes
Turnips
Onions

Other vegetables
Melons

do....

Pumpkins
Hay, cut
Millet
Butter,

.tons..
.._.;do...

made

pounds..

322
8,803
2,300
1,190
60
300

acres was put inborn, with a prospective yield in June of 56 bushels
to the acre, but owing to neglect a.id indifference of the Indians in cultivating,
exceedingly dry weather and hot winds in July, not more than 15 per cent of
tUat amount will be realize!. The neglect and indifference of the Indians was
caused by the completion of their allotments, the opening of surp]us lands to
white settlement and per capita payment of $182,500 during the farming and
planting season. The above conditions also explains why 569 acres plowed for
cultivation was not planted.
As stated in my report of last year, the appropriation male for the
Allotments.
purpose of allotting lands to the Indians of this agency became exhausted on the
30th of September and the work stopped. During the following winter, by a
special appropriation, Congress provided funds to continue the work. Special
Agents Tackett, Parker, Kelly, Wright, and Robinson reported for service February 1, and proceeding* without delay completed the allotments March 30,
making 1,529; reported in last year's report 1,808, 3,337; canceled 8; total allotments a3 per record, 3,329.
By proclamation of the President the 19th day of April, at high noon, was
designated Avhen the surplus lands of this reservation would be open to settlement. I instructed the Indians to be on their allotments on that day, to treat
the home-seekers kindly, show them the boundaries of their allotments, and to
give them any information they could relative to lands subject to entry. The
employes were instructed to be vigilant in their respective districts to protect the Indians in their individual holdings and prevent conflicts. I am pleased
to say no serious trouble occurred between Indians and white, or other parties.
Some few errors have been discovered in the allotments, which are reported to
your office as they come up and are being rectified as rapidly as possible.
Relative to results from the practical working of the allotment laws, the matter is in embryo and very little practical results have so far been attained.
About 50 per cent of the Indians reside upon their allotments, and 113 have improved their allotments by breaking from 3 to 40 acres of prairie, constructing
fences, building houses, digging wells, etc.
Many applications have been made by Indians to lease their lands, but as in
most instances they do not fall within the provisions oi the law as interpreted
by your office their applications are therefore not considered by this office.
Owing to the short period (three years for agricultural purposes) for which a
lease can be made under the present 'law, responsible white men say they can
not afford to fence, break the land, build suitable houses, sheds, dig a well, and
make other improvements necessary for a comfortable home for three years use
of the land.
I would, therefore, recommend an amendment to the law permitting the leasing of Indian allotments in excess of what they can properly utilize
for a period of five years for agricultural purposes.
Very few settlers are intermingled with allottees many of the settlers after
filing returned to their homes in Kansas, Texas, and elsewhere to harvest crops
and are now returning to their claims. The Indians with whom I have conversed express a desire .for friendly associations with their white neighbors. As
to what will be the general effect of the allotment system and citizenship upon
the Indians under my charge, the short period of time since they were brought
under this condition and the fact that they have not been subjected to the laws
of the Territory to any considerable extent precludes the giving of an intelligent
opinion as to what will be the general effect. I believe, however, it will eventually work greatly to their advantage as a people.
If it is decided they are citizens and their personal property, including improvements upon their allotments subject to taxation, it will work a great hardship to them, and will for a time tend to discourage industry and civilization

About

2, 000

;

.

among them.

-

372

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN OKLAHOMA.

Freer whisky and opportunity to indulge in licentiousness appear the most
prominent privileges obtained by them so far under the new condition of things.
Per capita payments under agreement ratified March 3, 1891. Since last annual rep nt
there has been paid 280 persons $75 eaoh
$21,000; 3,031 persons $5(5ea.h
$1(59,736, all of which was paid in silver dollars.
and
Whisky drinking
gambling. Sinca the opening of the country to whits settlement tha Indians experience very little difficulty in procuring intoxicants from
in
tlie
towns. In most saloons the gamblers' paraphernalia i a
saloon-keepers
prominent feature, and. proving very attractive to the Indians, gambling- is indulged in to some-extent. These vices saem to be on the increase, and are confined almost exclusively to the educat3d and young men of the tribas.
Police.
Owing to the' allotments of land in ssvera'ty and the payment per capita of large sums of mon^y to tha Indians, it was considered advi able to increase
the police force. The force now consistsof 3 officars and 47 privates. They have
rendered efficient service and I balisve can ba relied upon in any emergency.
Frank T. Bull, ChayennB, who has been on tb.3 force continuously for more
than fifteen years and who was made captain November 1, 1884, was stricken
with paralysis during the month of March and totally incapacitated for servica.
He was succeeded by Lieut. Joseph Wawtah-kaw, Arapaho. Mr. Bull was an
excellent officar and the loss of his services to the Government and influence
among his people is to be regretted.
It is claimed by the civil authorities of the Territory that the Indian police
have no jurisdiction off the agency reserves. The police arrested an Indian on
an allotment for drunkenness, brought him to the agency, where ha was confined in the guardhouse over night, reprimandad, and discharged by me in the
morning. The Indian then went to El Reno, procured the services of an attorney, swore out a warrant charging American Horse and Big Knee, agency powarrant served by the sheriff. I appeared for
lice, with assault and battery
the police before the justice, and upon an agreement that the question of jurisdiction would not be considered, I consented to an examination which resulted

=

;

;

in the discharge of the accused.
Crimes.

Case.
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north fork of the Canadian River. Between 9 and 10 o'clock the Indians,
hearing- a commotion among their horses, went out to learn the cause of it
Upon reaching the horse corral they found
taking- their rifles with them.
two of their best horses gone, and could see the white men some little distance away moving in the direction of the Black Jacks. Bringing Good and
Coming on Horse Back then started after, and, arriving within a short distance

them, the whites opened fire, shooting Bringing Good through the foot. The
Indians then returned the fire, the whites retreating, abandoning their pack
horse, loaded with bedding, etc. The whites reaching the shelter of the Black
Jacks the Indians turned back and sent one of their number to Cantonment to
report the affair.
Mr. Moore, Government employe, with police immediately started for the
Black Jacks, and upon arrival found the outfit had gone. Taking their trail
he followed it as rapidly as possible for 35 miles, reaching the bank of the Cimarron River, where the outlaws had evidently crossed into the Cheorokee Strip.
They here recovered one of the stolen horses, which had been abandoned or
had gotten away. Not having any subsistence for his party and owing to the
jaded condition of the horses, the pursuit was abandoned and Mr. Moore reported to this office. I at once sent the agency physician to attend to the
wounded Indian, and a report of the aflair to the United States marshal at
Guthrie, who took the road with a posse and after a long chase succeeded in
capturing three of the party. In accomplishing the capture one horse was
killed, which 'proved to be the stolen one from Bringing Good, Arapaho Indian.
About the 10th of March three Arapaho boys .went out hunting with a Winchester carbine. Albert Throwing Water carried the rifle and aiming at a bird
the carbine missed fire. Saying the cartridge was not good he carelessly snapped
the trigger again, when the cartridge exploded, the bullet passing through the
body of Lizzard's son, causing his death.
Schools.
There are four boarding schools under the jurisdiction of this agency:
the Cheyenne school, at Caddo Springs; Arapaho, at agency Mennonite Mission, at agency, and Mennonite Mission, at Cantonment.
At Seger Colony
during the year a commodious school building has been erected under contract,
costing $11,900. It was completed in the month of June and will be open for
reception of pupils as soon as supplies are received. This school is a bonded
school, with Mr. J. H. Seger superintendent.
Owing to the construction of a new dormitory building and the complete remodeling of the old school building at Caddo Springs occupying the entire
school year, the Cheyenne school has not been in session.

of

;

new dormitory building
Smead system of warming and ventilation

Cost of

_

Cost of remodeling old school buildings, including water
supply and the Smead system of heating, ventilation, and
;
dry closets

A new school dining

$10,125.00
2, 745. 00

10,087.95

and kitchen building is now in course of
construction under contract at the Arapaho school and will probably be finished ready for occupancy October 1
There has been expended in
Repairs on old buildings, replastering and painting throughhall, laundry,
.

out

___;

Dairy and waterworks system
Hospital building purchased
Boston

The

of

$2,914.23
1, 764.98

Mrs. Mary D. Burnham, of
_

600.00

to the unsettled condition of the Indians, occasioned by
allotments of land in severalty and per capita payment to them and opening of
surplus lands to white settlement, have not prospered as well as was expected.
The Government has been very liberal during the past year in appropriations
for educational purposes.
now have accommodations nearly completed for
500 pupils. The Cheyennes appear not to appreciate the kindness of the Government or evince a desire to avail themselves of the privileges so bountifully
furnished for the care and education of their children. Claiming that the Government has not kept faith with them in the matter of subsistence supplies (a
reduction of 50 per cent in supply of beef from last year) they are morose. Cloud
Chief, Little Chief, and others of the progressive Cheyennes say they will probably not take that interest in the schools they have heretofore.
I am informed that Big Jake and Little
Medicine, leaders of the Cheyennes
in the Seger colony district, have told their followers not to
put their children

schools,

owing

We
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Red Moon and White Shield on the upper Washita send word that
the Government will furnish a school building, commissary, and saw mill in
their district they will send their children to school.
I am pleased to report the Arapahoes as being in a different frame of mind.
With exception of a few they are favorable to the schools and will enter their

in school.
if

children.

The Mennonite Church and the Young Men's Christian AssoMissionary work.
ciation of the State of Kansas have had missionaries in the field during the past
year. The Mennonite Church conducts two boarding schools among these Indians, one at Cantonment and one at the agency, supported in part by the Government. The employes of these schools are engaged to some extent in missionary work and all are accomplishing good results. In the schools 12 Indians
were baptized, 4 males and 8 females.
The allotment of land and the settling of the Indians in smaller communities
at different places open up a larger field for missionary work, and opportunities for successful Christian work among those Indians were never better than
now.

The sanitary condition during the past year has not been good. A
number of the Indians have died (209), mostly with influenza, measles, and

Sanitary.

large

consumption, superinduced by syphilis and scrofula, caused by exposure, want
of proper care, and their custom of treating all cases by subjecting the patient
to a severe sweating process, following it by a plunge bath in the river. In
cases of measles this treatment usually proves fatal.
The Indians not convenient to the agency seldom call for the physician, and,
although they frequently proeure medicine for the more common ailments, they
depend to a great extent upon the medicine man of the tribe, and upon his order
will throw away the remedies prescribed by the agency physician. It is evident, however, that the medicine men are fast losing their influence. I judge
so from the fact of receiving letters from physicians located in the different
counties stating that large numbers of Indians come to them for treatment and
medicine, many of whom have no money, and wishing to be informed if some way
can not be devised whereby they can be compensated by the Govei-nment for
services rendered. The agency physician has rendered faithful and intelligent
service during the year.
Indians and whites.
On the 19th day of April the surplus of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho reserve was opened to white settlement. It was estimated that 25.000
people entered the new country on that day. Boundaries of counties and county
seats had been previously designated, surveyed, and platted, and within a few
days after the opening thriving villages could be seen at most of the county seats.
A considerable number of the Indians (Cheyennes) farthest removed from the
agency had opposed allotments in several ty and sale of surplus lands. These Indians were among the last to receive allotments, and 95 payments of $75 and $56,
equaling $131 each, under the agreement, remain uncalled for, the Indians saying
they wanted land in lieu of money.
During the month of April, it was reported to the governor of Oklahoma by the
sheriff and county attorney of county F that White Shield, a chief and one of the
above-named Indians, had visited the county seat and notified the settlers that he
had not consented to the sale of the land to the Government arid warned them
It was represented that the settlers were badly frightto leave in three days.
ened, that some of them had left the country and others were preparing to go,
and that the presence of a company of soldiers at the county seat was necessary
to restore confidence and protect the whites.
By request of the Governor a consultation was had with the commanding officer at Port Reno, which resulted in
sending a messenger to Seger Colony with a letter to Mr. Seger, instructing him
to investigate the matter and report the 'conditions of affairs without delay.
Mr. Seger reported no serious trouble.
On Friday, May 6, the governor came to the agency and showed me a communication from the officers of county F, in which representation was made
that Red Moon and White Shield were at the county seat, accompanied by about
100 warriors that they were intimidating the settlers that danger was imminent, and that a company of soldiers should be sent at once to prevent a possible massacre of the whites. I informed the governor that the Indians in
county F had been ordered to go to Cantonment for the purpose of being enrolled, on the 7th (next day), and that I did not believe Red Moon or White
Shield was in county F or within 60 miles of the county seat that there were
not to exceed 40 male Indians above the age of 15 located in that county, and
that from information and belief I did not credit the representations made by
;

;

;
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the officers of the county; At the governor's request I went with him to Fort
Reno, and the matter was talked over with the commanding officer, who, being
of the same opinion with me. it was decided injudicious to comply with the request of the sheriff, and that I should investigate the matter at once and report
the result of such investigation to the governor and commanding officer.
The following copy of report and correspondence with the governor will acquaint you with the result
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY,
Darlington. Ok>.. May 12. 1892.
:

Hon. A.

SEAY,

J.

Governor of Oklahoma Territory
DEAR SIR: Relative to reports of officers of county (i F," that White Shield and Red Moon.
Cheyenne Indians, had visited the county seat accompanied by from eighty to one hundred
warriors and had threatened and intimidated the citizens, and that serious danger involving
the lives of white settlers was imminent, and that the presence of a company of soldiers was
necessary to prevent a possible massacre of whites by the Indians, I have the honor to inform
vou that White Shield. Red Moon, Spotted Horse, and Elk River came to this agency from
Cantonment at my request, arriving yesterday.
White Shield and Red Moon deny in toto the charges made against them and say that so far
as they know there has been no trouble between the Indians and the whites, and that they believe these reports are made by the whites with the view of having them (the Indians) removed
from their allotted lands that the same may be occupied by the whites. From all information
received by me in regard to this matter I am satisfied that the representations made by the
coiinty attorney, sheriff, and other officers were without foundation in fact and made for improper piirposes, thereby causing this office great annoyance, expense, and trouble, and if persisted in will create a feeling of distrust and enmity on the part of the Indians.
Provided the statement's of the Indians, Government officers, and other disinterested parties
are true, of which I have no doubt, your honor will readily perceive the gravity of the offense
committed by the officers of county "F," and that they ar.e unfit persons to hold any office under
.-

vour jurisdiction.

Very respectfully,

CHARLES

F.

U. S.

ASHLEY,

Indian Ag6nt.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.
Office

CHARLES

F.

of A.

J. Seay,

Governor, Guthrie, Okla.,

ASHLEY.

May 13,

1892.

Indian Agent, Darlington, Okla.:
SIR: Yours of the 9th is just received. I note that you state that White Shield, Red Moon,
and Elk River deny in toto the charges made against them, stating their belief that the whites
the same
made the report with a view of having them removed from their allotted lands that
that the statements " made by the
may be occupied by the whites. You gave it as your opinion
county attorney, sheriff, and other officers were without foundation in fact and made for improper purposes."
From the tone of your letter I have no doiibt you entirely exonerate the Indians and lay all
the blame on the whites. You speak of statements of "Government officers and other disinterested parties," but you do not disclose in your letter what Government officers have given
you any information, nor what information nor do you state who the ''disinterested parties "
The only statement of facts I have in your letter
"are, nor what statement they made to you.
are the denials by White Shield and Red Moon. You do not even state what .Spotted Horse and
it seems to me that you have convicted
Elk River said, if anything, about the matter, so that
"
the officers of county "F," and pronounce them unfit persons to hold any office " upon evidence which seems to me wholly unsatisfactory.
I very much desire to appoint and maintain in office only fit persons to fill the offices in proper,
creditable, and high-toned manner.
If the allegation made by Red Moon and White Shield, and believed by you, is tone, of course it
involves a charge of an attempt on the part of the whites of virtually robbing the Indians of
the lands allotted to them by the Government, and deserves the condemnation of all honest
men but you will excuse me for preferring some other evidence of that fact than the stateU. 8.

:

;

of Red Moon and
I will be glad to have

ment

White Shield.
you favor me with a statement of any reputable person tending to eshave substantially made against the civil officers which I ap-

tablish the allegations which you
pointed in county "F."
Awaiting an early reply, I am,

Very

truly,

A.

J.

SEAY, Governor.

CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY,
Darlington, Okla., May 16,

18&2.

Hon. A. J. SEAY,
Governor of Oklahoma, Guthrie, Okla.:
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, replying to
my report relative to alleged troubles between Indians and whites in County "F," in which
you state you will be glad to have me favor you with a statement of any reputable person
tending to establish the allegation which

County

I

substantially

made

against the civil officers in

''F.''

Mr. Seger, superintendent of schools at Seger Colony, reported no trouble; Mr. Beard, Government Indian farmer, reported the alleged trouble a hoax; Amos Chapman, ex-scout and
official interpreter at Fort Supply, stated he had visited the county seat of "F
county, that
the settlers were then talking about asking for troops, but that he could see no necessity for
it.
Mr. George H. Bennett, an officer of county "H" informed me that the postmaster of
"
"
"
county seat of county F came to the coUnty seat of "H and in conversation informed him
(Bennett) there was no trouble with the Indians. The probate judge of county "F" also informed Mr. Bennett that the settlers of his county had had no trouble with Indians.
' :
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Also the fact that the officers of county "F " telegraphed you (if my memory serves me right)
White Shield and Red Moon came to the county seat accompanied by from 80 to 100 warriors, when the records of this office show there are only 46 male Indians over 15 years of age,
and less than 200 all told, men, women, and children, in White Shield's and Red Moon's bands,
or under their control, or within 30 miles of the county seat of "F"; and the fact that when
within a very short
you visited this agency on Friday, the 6th instant, having, as I supposed,
time previous received information from the county attorney of "F " County that the situation was very serious, and that unless troops were sent at once there was danger of a massacre of the whites by the Indians, White Shield, Red Moon, and practically all the Indians
in county "F," were 75 miles away from the county seat, at Cantonment, to which place they
had gone to be counted. The only route the Indians from the Upper Washita take to reach
Cantonment is Red Moon's camp to Bernitz Creek, where they camp the first night, to South
and to Cantonment the third day. The Indians must have left
Canadian the second night,
"
"
their camps in county F not later than Wednesday morning, the 4th instant, My opinion
was formed from statements of White Shield and Red Moon and statements and circumstances
herein set forth.
In conclusion, in justice to the Indians, I must say that not one authenticated instance of depredation, assault, or even unkind treatment on the part of these Indians towards the whites
since the opening of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation has been brought to my notice.
In contradistinction, the whites have stolen the Indian's fence posts, wire, burned and shot
through his teepee, abused and misrepresented him, and, in one instance, when the husband
was from home, attempted to assault the wife. This kind of treatment of the Indians, apparently viewed with closed eyes by the civil officers, must, if continued, eventually result in
retaliation and consequent disaster to the Indian, which result I very much desire to avoid and
would deeply deplore.
that

Very

respectfully,

CHARLES

F.

U. 8.
.

Office

of A.

ASHLEY,
Indian Agent.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
May 26, 1892.

J. Stay, Governor, Guthrie, Okla.,

CHAS. F. ASHLEY,
U. 8.

Indian Agent, Darlington, Okla.

:

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 16th instant duly received.
From what you say, and from what I have been able

to learn from the probate judge, sheriff,
I am satisfied that while the Indians acted badly and unwarrantably during the
days of April and the first days of this month, that they have abandoned any intention (if
they ever had it) of going on the war path. There is but one thing left, and that is to bring
about a good understanding and good feeling at once between them and their white neighbors,
to the end that both may enjoy without interruption or fear all the rights guaranteed to them
by the laws of Congress and the Territory.
In order to secure that object I desire to cooperate with you and Col. Wade at all times, and
shall report to you any wrongdoing by either class towards the other, and shall expect you to
report to me at any time the facts and circumstances in your judgment require.
I see no reason why we can not, by mutual confidence and cooperation, secure obedience to
the laws and respect for each other's rights by both the whites and the Indians.
I am, very respectfully,
A. J. SEAY, Governor.

and others,
last

extremely gratifying for me to report that the conduct of the Indians (eswho so bitterly opposed the consummation of the agreement with
the Government, whereby they were compelled to take allotments of land in
several ty and witness the settling of the surplus by whites) was without reproach.
They accepted the situation, and so far as I am informed they treated the white
settlers with the utmost consideration and kindness.
In contradistinction many of the white settlers have trespassed upon the Indian's allotments, stolen his timber, his farming implements, wire and posts from
around his cultivated fields, and though it is eminently characteristic of the Indian to retaliate for injury inflicted, they have remained passive. I am informed
that the United States commissioner located at county seat of "H" County was
requested by the prosecuting attorney of that county not to issue warrants
against whites accused of stealing from the Indians. This sentiment seems to
prevail largely in the western counties bordering on the State of Texas. The
It is

pecially those

following letter evidences the situation:

CHARLES

F.

CLOUD CHIEF, OKLA.,

August,

23, 1892.

ASHLEY,

Indian Agent.
SIR: I herewith report the following case to you
White Turtle, Cheyenne, reported to me the 19th of this month, that somebody had stolen
considerable timber off his and one of his relative's allotments during the time they were at
the agency for payment.
Sec. 14, and the NE.
The land being the NW.
Sec. 15, T. 10, R. 18. I went over with the
Indian the next day to investigate the matter. I found eighty-three trees cut down on the two
mentioned claims and also f-ound by following up the tracks of the wagon the posts made of
the cut timber divided and piled up on two j oining claims, apparently taken up by white men.
There was no white men on the claims, but the following words were written on a peeled post;
" To all whom it
may concern:
"We hereby give you notice that thirteen of us are going to move on this creek at once in
of
hell
and
high Water.
spite
U. S.

:

,

"August

9th,

'92,

,

A. D.

Will you please give

"THE LAST THIRTEEN HOME SEEKERS."

me

further instructions in regard to this matter.
H. KLIEWER,
Additional Farmer, District No. 8.
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On

the 2d ultimo I reported to your office as follows:
have the honor to represent that white settlers are trespassing to a considerable extent
upon Indian allotments. Nearly every day complaint is entered by Indians from districts far
removed from agency of whites stealing timber from their allotments. From reports I am
also of the opinion that timber is being removed from Government land.
The' e is a necessity that an officer of the Government should be located at this point whose
special duty should be to investigate cases of timber depredations on Indian and Government
land that parties violating the law may be brought to justice. I have therefore to earnestly
recommend that a special agent be ordered here, or some person appointed for the purpose.
I

By advice of the United States attorney, I have instructed farmers to investigate these cases and secure evidence against parties for presentation to the
grand jury at its next session. It is claimed that these Indians are now citizens
and that the United States has no more control over them than over its white
citizens. I am not in accord with this proposition, believing that so long as the
Government supplies gratuitous subsistence to them, the Government should
exercise a paternal control over them.
I was informed by the assessor of Canadian County that he had been instructed
by the county commissioners to assess the personal property of Indians and was
requested by the commissioners to furnish the assessor with the names of Indians
allotted land in Canadian County. I refused to do so, or to permit the assessor
access to the records of my office for such purpose unless instructed to do so by
your office. On June 13, I wired your office as follows
:

Assessor Canadian County, under instructions county commissioners, proposes to assesspersonal property of Indians and agency employe's and requests my assistance. I have refused
of opinion assessment and collection of personal taxes can not lawfully be
assistance.
luade this year. Wire advice.

Am

No reply has yet been received from your office. I am informed several of the
most prosperous Indians have been assessed with the view of testing the matter
in the courts.
Employes. My gratitude is due to the employes of both agency and schools for
the prompt and efficient manner in which they have discharged their several
duties and for the interest they have manifested in the civilization and education of the Indians.
CHARLES F. ASHLEY,
U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY.
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY,
Darlington, Ofcla., July 27, 1892.
In compliance with the rules of the Indian Department, I herewith submit my annual
sanitary report of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency.
During the liscal year ending June 30, 1892, there has been treated at this agency a total of
The accompanying table is a classification according to sex,
1.020 camp Indians and employes.

SIR

:

viz:

Full-blood males..
Full-blood females....
Half-breed males
Half-breed females

White males

550
359
36
23
33

._'

White females

'.

Total

19

1,020

This table does not include all the cases treated during period specified, but it does include
all that are worthy of record in a report of this character.
Many times an Indian will come to
have his finger or hand dressed for a slight abrasion that a white person would consider too
insignificant to require any attention. There are a great many cases of the above character
during the year that take up the doctor's time and attention. Then. too. there are a great
many calls for pills, salts, seidlitz powders, liniments, etc., in fact a regular pharmacy business similar to if not quite as extensive as that done by any ordinary drug store.
I have reported 39 deaths during the year just closed, but by comparing the enrollment of 1891
with that of 1892 it shows a mortality of 209. This discrepancy is due to the fact that the Indians do not report the deaths occurring among the tribes, and I am only able to obtain those
coming under my immediate supervision.
The
I am unable to give the iiumbsr of births taking place in the tribes during the year.
reticence of the Indians iu regard to births has rendered abortive every attempt to obtain any
satisfactory statistics bearing on the sxibject.
During the winter and spring influenza was epidemic among the Indians for the third time.
It was of a milder character than on the two previous occasions and the mortality light.
Measles broke out among the Indians early in the spring and still prevails to a slight extent.
It has been attended with very light mortality
in tact no deaths have come \mder my immediate observation that could ba attributed to measles per se.
;
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There has been an increase of syphilis and tuberculosis among the Indians. The increase of
is due to a more frequent contact with whites since the opening of Oklahoma to settle-

syphilis

The increase of tuberculosis is to be attributed to all the causes that are now well
to science in the propagation of the disease. Scrofula, the twin sister of tuberculosis,
also very prevalent. Scabies, or itch, has been pretty wbil eradicated, and it is only now
and then that an Indian applies for treatment for the above disease.
Conjunctivitis or sore eyes is also on the decrease, but there are still a great many cases of
the above disease among the different tribes. In
monthly sanitary reports I have called the
attention of the Department to the fact that a large proportion of the cases of conjunctivitis
coming to me for treatment was due to the paint the Indians use in painting and disfiguring
their faces. I have also recommended that its sale be prohibited on the same grounds that alcohol and firearms are. There are a good many blind Indians among the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes, a good many more who have lost one eye. and a st 11 greater immber whose eyes are
so badly damaged by disease as to render them incapable of working if they had a disposition
to do so. The time is fast approaching when the Indians must become self-sustaining but a
blind Indian must always be an object of charity. It does seem as if the sale of paints to the
Indians could be prohibited, and from a humanitarian point of view it ought to be.
A good many houses have been built for the Indians during the year, and nearly all of them,
observation goes, have displayed good judgment, from a sanitary point of view,
so far as
in the selection of a location. If they would only display as good judgment in the use they
to
and
in taking care of them and keeping them clean, the Indian question would
them
put
soon be solved.
to
the
Owing
improvements going on at the Cheyenne school the buildings have not been
opened for the reception of children during the year. The Arapaho and mission schools have.
however, been working right along, and with their usual quota of children. The same diseases
that have been prevalent among the camp Indians have, to a great extent, afflicted the school
children.
The accompanying table includes all the children and employe's th^ have received treatment
during the year just closed:
ment.

known

is

my

:

my

Full-blood males.
Full-blood females
Half-breed females

61

White males.

13
26

63
1

White females
Total

164

Although a great many of the children have been sick, and some of them very seriously sick
during the year, fortunately there have been no deaths in the school. One consumptive that we

returned to camp subsequently died, but that is the only instance of a death occurring among
the school children.
Repairs have been going on at the Arapaho school during nearly the entire school year, and
the wonder is that there has not been more sickness among the children than we have been
compelled to report, Nearly the entire school was replastered while the school was in session,
and much of the work was done during our coldest weather, necessitating a continual shifting
of the children from room to room and the crowding of them into unusually close quarters.
La grippe was prevalent at the time and a good many of the children contracted the disease,
but all recovered. It was at this time that the benefits of the hospital were manifest. All severe cases were at once removed to that institution, and a number of cases would hardly have
recovered had it not been for the care and good nursing they received while confined there.
Shortly after the influenza began to decline measles made their appearance in the school, and
the children were compelled to go through another trying ordeal. By good nursing and constant watching we were able to cari'y them through the epidemic without the loss of a single
case. One case complicated with pneumonia at one time bid fair to break the record, but that,
too. finally yielded to persevering care and watchfulness.
The sanitary condition of the schools has been greatly improved. The Smeed system of heating, ventilating, and disposing of excreta introduced at the Cheyenne school is a great improvement over the old system, and is to be recommended for all schools. The laying of sewer pipes
and the improvement of the water supply at the Arapaho school will greatly improve the sanitary condition of that institution.

Very

respectfully, yours,

CHARLES

F.

GEO. R. WESTFALL,
Agency Physician.

ASHLEY,

U. S. Indian, Agent.

REPORT OF FIELD MATRON.
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO AGENCY. OKLA.. August is. 1892.
SIR: I have since my appointment to the position of field matron in December. 1891, labored
among the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian women both at Darlington and Seger Colony.
I find many of the Indian women anxious to learn the art of housework, and they make progress. Many of them have sewing machines and learn very readily to use them. I have been
surprised when women have come to me who have never tried to run a sewing machine to see
how quickly they learn to saw and do the various kinds of work on them; and they progress in
othet departments of work considering the inconveniences they have to contend with.
The greatest hindrance I have found in my work is their mode of living in their tribal relation. If that could be broken up and the Indians persuaded to live in houses on their allotments
the work of civilization among them would advance very rapidly.
I have labored to assist those who have houses to ornament them and make them attractive.
They seem well pleased with the effort.
I believe that when the Indian women learn to cook and utilize the productions of the farm
and garden it will greatly encourage the men to cxiltivate their farms and help to make them
self-supporting.

Respectfully submitted.
E.

J.

ROBERTS,
Field Matron.

Hon.

T. J.

MORGAN.

(Jommislioner of Indian Affairs.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF MENNONITE MISSION.
CHEYENNE AND AKAPAHO AGENCY.
Darl ngton,

Okla.,

August

17, 1892.

SIR: In compliance with your recent request. I herewith shall try and furnish you with a
brief report of our mission work amongst the Cheyennes and Arapahoes for the last year, at
the same time taking the liberty to state a few observations made during my stay here, and
would also ask permission to make several suggestions.
Rev. H. R. Voth, superintendent Mennonite Missions, having been somewhat in poor health,
asked for a furlough of six months or more. This was granted him by our mission board some
time towards the end of 1891. The undersigned was then called upon to fill the vacancy during
Mr. Voth's absence. I arrived here on January 5, 1892, and Rev. Mr. Voth took his leave towards the end of same month.
The work at both schools, Darlington and Cantonment, was carried on according to the same
plan as in former years.
At the Darlington school we, however, had more or less trouble to keep our attendance
anywhere near to what it had been in former years. This seems to have been due to the fol-

lowing facts

:

The Indians, being so unsettled, having to take their lands in several ty: and this caused them
back and forth.
II. The Cheyenne school being under repair, the school was not in session.
Further, the soI.

to continuously travel

called Seger school also being under construction, the Indians took this as a fit excuse for not
bringing their children to school, saying. Some children do not have to attend school; why
should ours be compelled to do so ? There being no way for us to bring the children in, we are
not able to show as good records of the school as in former years.
At the Cantonment school thei-e was no trouble in keeping good attendance until the last
half in June. The Indians were at this time to draw their payment from the Government. To
get same, they had to come to the agency. Our Cantonment school being 60 miles distant from
the agency, the parents of the school children, with one accord, said they must have their'children go with them so as to be entitled to draw money for same.
From what we saw later, we came to the conclusion that their coming down was only to have
a general good time. We are sorry to say that several of our Indians had to confess to us (just
two days after they had drawn their pay) that all their money was gone and they would like to

have something to eat.
This annual payment was not only a hindrance to the school, but, we dare say, that it was
not to the Indians own benefit. A good many of the Indians had very nice cornfields, but when
the time drew nigh for pay day they left everything to take care of itself and started, as stated
above, to have a genuine good time. All this has again its reaction on missionary work amongst
them. Several of our missionaries have had the sad experience that the Indians are to a great
extent more conservative than they were before, and even at times repellent towards tnem.
One of otir missionaries, Rev. R. Petter, who is working amongst the Cheyennes, while upon
one of his missionary tours was told, "We have no time for you." What was the reason?
Answer Too much money and considerable of strong drink. This bringing them up to the
highest pitch, they fall back to their old Indian dances, etc., worse than for a long time before.
This is still being kept up. One asks, Where are all the Indians ? Echo Where. Answer
Out making medicine. We apprehend some trouble for the schools for the coming year if there
are not very decided steps taken to bring the children into school.
The school at Halstead, Kans., has also been again carried on during last year and very good
results have been obtained, both in the school work and industrial training. We are convinced
that it is to the children's benefit if they are taken to some industrial training school in the
States. Having been
personally connected with one of these schools for about six years, I
know to some extent what can be done. We are sorry to see that the efforts made by the Government to Christianize and civilize the Indian are not more appreciated, yes, even thrown
away, by so many of tfie returned pupils from the different schools. How to solve this great
problem must be the niost important question to all that are in the work with their heart.
Though the Indians now have their lands in severalty, this does not say that their tribal life
is broken.
They live together in little villages, just as* before, and of course keep up their old
customs. We think it would be advisable to compel the Indians to move on their respective
lands and make them self-supporting. They are, however, not able to do this in full at the
resent time. We would therefore suggest, cut their rations down gradually, and on the other
E and station amongst them more good, earnest, Christian workers as Government farmers,
thereby giving fit teachings in both spiritual and physical ways of living.
At our three stations, Darlington, Cantonment, and Washita, it has been the plan to carry on
an agricultural department, both for the children's benefit and the sustenance of the school.
Each station had in use about 160 acres of land, and the mission board was in hopes that when
the Indians had received their lands in severalty each of our stations would also receive its 160
acres of land. They have, however, been sorely disappointed. Instead of receiving 160 acres
for each station, they were cut down to 160 acres in the aggregate. The land was given to the
stations as follows: Darlington, 40 acres; Cantonment. 80 acres; and Washita 40 acres. Our
present agent, Chas. F. Ashley, has however been very kind to us and allowed us the use of the
land the same as we had it before, and we are under great obligations to him for the kindness
shown us. Should at some time or other the schools be confined to their own ground, then the
work will be greatly curtailed in its agricultural department, and we all know that this would
be a detriment to the whole work.
Under the above-described conditions, the missionary work amongst the Indians was a very
hard one, yet we can not say that it was in vain. In several cases of deaths we have been called
upon to perform the lastdeed of kindness to the remains, it having been the desire of the deceased that all Indian ceremonies should be left aside. We consider this as a great step towards
Christianity, for at the end man usually shows what his hope and desire is for the future.
May the Lord grant that the Indians will soon accept Christ as their guide through life and as
their Saviour to life eternal.
Trusting that we have not entered too much on any one else's field, we remain,
Tours, very respectfully,
:

:

J. S.

CHAS. F. ASHLEY.
United States Indian Agent.

:

KREHBIEL,

Acting Superintendent Mennonite Missions.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF ARAPAHO BOARDING SCHOOL.
CHEYENNE ANL ARAPAHO AGENCY,
Darlington, Okla., July 20, 1892.
SIR: In compliance with instructions of your office, I have the honor to submit my annual
report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
Attendance. At the opening of school, September 1 much sickness prevailed among the Indians. The excessively wet spring followed by hot, dry weather during the summer brought
on an epidemic of malaria, affecting indeed both whites nd Indians. I made long drives, visiting the scattered canrns, bringing in and caring for the children as rapidly as they were able
to come. The average attendance for the first month was 46.
While this may seem low. it is
not so. considering the distressed condition of the Indians; and it only reached that number by
the faithful work of school employe's helped and encouraged by your office. During second
quarter we enrolled 82. with an average attendance of 80. While the pupils were atthe'ir homes
during Christinas holidays, work of repairing school building began, and was not completed until latter part of March. Throughout the buildings, in dormitories, schoolrooms,
play rooms, sewing room, dining room, kitchen, and employes' rooms, the plaster was all removed and replaced with new. requiring many transfers of departments from one part of building to another as the work progressed. Hence but a limited number of pupils could be accommodated during the month of January, reducing the average for the third quarter to 66, while
for February and March the average equaled the enrollment, 77. The average attendance for
the fourth quarter was 75, with an enrollment of 76. The average for the year is T0.9. Very few
runaways occurred a great improvement in this respect over last year.
Industries. The industries taught at the school are farming, gardening, and care of stock for
the boys, and sewing, washing, and ironing, cooking, baking, and care of house for the girls;
or briefly, the boys are taught what a farmer's boy ought to learn, and the girls what every
girl, without regard to race, should know about the work in and about a well-ordered home.
Both boys and girls have usually performed the duties assigned them cheerfully and in a painstaking manner.
It is due the girls that they be commended for the thoroughness of their work on mending
day. Boys' clothes poorly mamif actured, badly torn in wearing great basketfuls, enough to
frighten ordinary girls, are carried to the mending room, when the girls begin their work, and
from first to last, every article is nicely and stoutly mended, and all the reward they ask is the
"Well done." The boys are also thorough in their work, and the small result this year from
the farm is owing to the unfavorable season, and not to lack of care and industry.
Farm and Garden. The year has been unfavorable for farming and gardening. On account of
the drought no wheat could oe sown last fall; 6 acres were sown in the winter, from which a
fair crop was harvested. The oat crop is fair, as is also the millet. Field corn is burned up by
drought and hot winds. Sweet corn also suffers: the 3 acres planted will probably yield sufficient for drying for use of school the coming winter. The potato crop will be very light. One
and one-half acres of ground was planted to cabbage and tomato plants, which 4?rew rapidly
and made a fine showing at close of school; now they are withered and blighted. The early
garden vegetables yielded well, furnishing the table during the last month of awhool with peas,
beans, onions, radishes, and lettuce in abundance. Fifty-six acres of school farm have been
under cultivation the past year.
Improvements. Extensive repairs have been made xvpon the school buildings. The main building had settled in the middle and was much out of shape. The center post was raised and
stone foundation and new sills put in. The building w as plastered with white-coat finish and
painted inside and out, giving to it a clean and cheerful appearance. The bakeshop and old
laundry building were newly plastered and painted. The Episcopal parsonage, purchased for
school hospital, has been repaired, painted, and the walls white coated. The resident building
at corner of school park, by authority of the Department turned over to the school for "Little
Children's Home." was repaired throughout. A new porch has been built below and above on
the front of main building, the 'barn painted and also the park fence. The building now in
process of erection, to be completed by October 8, provides for dining hall, kitchen, laundry,
and boys' bathroom on first floor, and sewing room, storeroom, girls' bathroom, and three
rooms for employe's on second floor. With these very desirable improvements and additions
much better accommodations are provided than ever before, and the capacity of the school is
increased to 100 pupils. When the several departments are moved into the new building we
shall be able to provide a reading room and also more desirable playrooms and lavatories.
Sewer pipe has been laid from school building to river, 100 rods. A water system is just completed, consisting of a well, 300-barrel water tank, 3,000 feet of water main, carrying water to all
the buildings, barnyard, hog lot, and calf pasture, furnishing irrigation for 1 acre of ground for
strawberries and 1^ acres for early vegetables. Under the water-service contract a stone milk
house has been erected, through which water from the pump may be kept in constant flow. Also a
fountain has been located in front of main building inclose proximity and view of schoolrooms,
reading rooms, playrooms, and dormitories. Thus all apartments most used by pupils come
under its cooling, cheering influence, which we hope to make refining and educating when the
space about the fountain between the two wings of the building shall be filled with plants and
flowers. Estimates have been made for additional pipe and plumbing for conveying water into
the buildings and with provisions for hot and cold water in laundry, kitchen, bathrooms, and
.

r

lavatories.

By the instructions of the Department 230 acres of land was set off by the alloting agents for
exclusive use of school. The buildings, orchard, and all the present improvements occupy the
southeast "forty " of the land, and are well located with respect to the whole farm; 165 rods of
barbed wire fence has .been put up and 420 rods repaired. A hog lot 10 by ^jods has been inclosed by woven wire.
Schoolroom work. Fair progress was made in schoolroom work, though we failed to accomplish all that was planned for the year. The condition of pupils' health at the beginning of the
year hindered the work for more than a month, but about the middle of October the pupils as
a whole had gotten down to hard work, and the progress was most satisfactory x;ntil Christinas.
During holiday week the work of repairs to buildings began; plaster was torn off in some
rooms, and one coat was put on, when cold weather came causing delay. The work of plastering and painting continued during the whole quarter. Schools were moved from room to
room. For a time but one room was available for classes. Indeed, dormitories, diningroom,
kitchen, playrooms, and sewing room, as well as school rooms had their turn and were for
weeks torn up, giving to everything an unsettled condition, pupils' minds as well, and causing
one to ask the question if expedient to continue the school. But through all the pupils con-
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ducted themselves surprisingly well, taking a deep interest in all the work, asking questions,
making suggestions, and watching with pride the change wrought upon their rooms by whiteand decorations f >r
coat plaster and fresh paint; boys and girls planning little ornaments
"
their rooms, even excelling employe's in their heed to the caution fresh paint," until I said to
the teachers. "Worry no more about the hindrance to class-room work the awakening of
thought and the development of individual character has never been more manifest."
When the inside work upon the building was completed and the three schools in regular, uninterrupted session (the advanced grade and second primary, by a change of arrangements
haviug been placed in pleasanter rooms, with bright, new school desks), the schoolroom work
began again in earnest with excellent results until May 21, when measles broke out iu the
school, running its cou/se Avith 82 per cent of the pupils. Consequently, from May 21 to the close
of the year study and class recitations were very unsatisfactory. However, with all these unfavorable conditions, I can safely say that the results of the year are more perceptible than those
of last year, the advancement iu English speaking or conversation and in English composition
being very marked.
More sickness has prevailed this year than last. There have been a number of
Sanitary.
cases of malaria and la grippe, 4 of pneumonia, 3 of which were serious, 61 cases of measles, the
greater number of which were severe, and some very serious on account of natural tendency
to lung trouble. The agency physician was faithful to every case, the matron and other employ 6s rendered most careful service as nurses, and no fatality resulted. A few parents insisted
upon taking their children home for Indian treatment, but sustained by the authority of your
office, we were enabled to retain the children, and parents were soon satisfied by seeing them
recover.

Bettie Babbitt, a favorite pupil, 16 years old, after ten months slow decline, died of consumption. She remained at school receiving medical treatment until conscious that the disease
could not be checked, when she went to her home and died in about two months. Many pupils
have been under treatment for scrofula for long or short periods, with temporary relief to all,
and it is hoped some have been permanently cured. A few badly diseased children have been
received out of sympathy, hoping to effect a cure. The doctor felt that there was no hope for
them iu camp, but thought that under favorable circumstances, with proper care, relief -at least
might be afforded. The children did receive relief, indeed were much improved. But on account
of injurious effects upon more healthly pupils the physician and sxiperintendent are now of the
opinion that children in which scrofula is very prominent should not be admitted. This would
exclude from school about 10 per cent. The sanitary condition of the school is improved by
good water service and sewerage.
Religious teaching. A short lesson from the Bible is read at evening collection, and listened to
with reverence by pupils and employe's, the pupils giving evidence of their attention by their
quick response to questions occasionally asked. Sunday school is held on Sabbath morning,
and public service in the evening, conducted by the superintendent, or by F. F. Carruthers, secretary of the Kansas Y. M. C. A.
There is a marked improvement in moral character. Young men returning from the training schools come with a decided purpose to walk in the way which they have been taught but
though kindly received and encouraged by yourself and others, many find the influence of the
camp too strong and fall into old ways and customs others, however, stand nobly for the
right. I consider it worthy of mention that at the death of John Tyler, a young man who h^d
united with the church while at Carlisle, the boys from your office, with other returned students, arranged for Christian burial. They secured the Y. M. C. A. rooms, invited me to conduct
the funeral services, and although camp Indians were in attendance, the boys managed all the
details of the funeral and burial in accordance with civilized Christian custom. I have solemnized the marriage of three Indian couples, the young men being Carlisle students and the
brides pupils of the reservation schools.
I desire to thank you for your hearty cooperation in securing the many desirable improvements for the school, and shall endeavor to disappoint neither the agent iior the honorable
Commissioner of Indian Affairs by any lack of effort to achieve the best possible results for the
;

;

my supervision.
The year has been one of hard work. It is certainly no light task to carry on a boarding
school while extensive repairs are in progress. We have, however, enjoyed the confusion.
Employes and children are alike happy in every added convenience, comfort, and adornment.
I take pleasure in commending my assistants in the work for efficiency, and for faithful,
cheerful, performance of duty.
school intrusted to

Very

respectfully.

ISAAC DWIBB,
Maj.

CHARLES
U. 8.

Superintendent.
F.

ASHLEY,

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF CHEYENNE BOARDING SCHOOL.
CHEYENNE BOARDING SCHOOL, Caddo

Springs, Okla., June

30, 1890.

SIR: I have the honor to submit to you this my report of the affairs of Cheyenne School for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
You are aware no regular school work was done during this period on account of rebuilding
and repairing the school building.
Improvements. Since the close of school on June 26, 1891, a basement has been built underneath nearly the whole of our old school building, and the central wing of the house has been
entirely demolished and rebuilt and the whole interior of this building remodeled and repaired.
In addition to this a complete system of heating and ventilating has been placed in the school,
giving us at once much more comfort and greater safety than formerly. It is what is known
as the Smead system of hot-air heating and includes their patented system of dry closets,
one of the very best features of the entire plant and the introduction of which will enable us to
dispense with the old, unsightly, and unhealthful out-of-doors water-closets. The dry closets are placed in the basement of the building, and are ventilated by a large stack which extends 10 feet above the highest point of the roof, carrying off all dangerous gases and disagreeable odors through the open air.
The ventilating stack is equipped with a stack heater, a small fire in which will stimulate the
draft during calm weather when necessary. The ventilation of the rooms throughout the
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manner by similar vent stacks, with which all rooms communicate by means of registers.
The warming and ventilation of each room are controlled by its occupants regardles^of other
rooms, and the temperature may be kept quite uniform a matter of great hygienic importance.
The heating fm-naces, three in number, are also in the basement, which being practically
fireproof, the danger from conflagration is reduced to a minimum, No stoves now remain in
the building, except two in the kitchens.
A new brick building 36 feet long by 36 feet deep, two stories high, and containing thirty-two,

building is accomplished in the same

i

rooms, is now in process of erection at this school. This building is to be used as a boy's dorand will comfortably shelter one hundred persons. This building .also is equipped with
mitory,
the " Sine ad system" of heating and ventilation; but has not the ''dry closets." Howevei-.
the system has been so constructed as to admit of the introduction of the closets at moderate
cost at any future time. Plans and specifications, with estimated prices, are already on file in
the Department at Washington, and we hope to have the closets in the new building during
the present summer or the coming autumn.
We shall be in readiness on September 1 next to receive 200 pupils 100 girls and as many boys.
We shall not be satisfied with a single one short of that number, which should certainly
be
forthcoming from the Indian families, in the district naturally tributary to this institution.
Industrial.
In addition to quarrying all rock used in walling basement of the old school building (about 75 cords), our industrial teacher, with the help of from two to four Indian assistants,
has cultivated in a thorough manner our school farm aud garden comprising 100 acres olaiid.
This area was planted to crops in about the following proportion:
Acred.

Oats

40

Corn

10
15

:

Milo maize

Sorghum cane
Broomcorn

4
2
2
2

Potatoes

Forage cane
Alfalfa..

.

Acres.

Turnips
Onions
Melons
Sweet corn
Various vegetables
Orchard
Total

15

..

1.
l J

2
4

_

..100

The oats crop is harvested and in the stack.
The industrial teacher and assistants have also done much work about the school buildings,
way of grading premises and clearing away the rubbish, naturally accumulated in pulling down old work and building new.
Our lady employe's, matron, assistant matron aud laundress have been busy throughout the
year at preparing materials for making 500 yards of rag carpet for school use; 244 yards of
The ladies have also had much to do in caring for school property
carpet are already woven.
while the building was dismantled and the premises were in a more or less chaotic condition.
and
teacher
My principal
myself were employed, also, assisting at repairing the school buildin the

J

ing.

One young Cheyenne woman was also connected with the school during several months of the
past year cooking food for the Indian assistants who were subsisted on Government rations.
Under authority from the Indian Office 76^ acres of prairie hind were broken during the past
laii.
aim will
win be
reauuiess for
wneat the
me ensuing fall.
The
j.iie authority
auLiioi
oe put
lor a crop of
oi winter wheat
quarter and
put- in readiness
adi
was for breaking out 100 acres of land, at $2 per acre but the ground became too dry to admit
of exhausting the whole appropriation. It is my piirpose to ask renewed authority, and if
100 or more acres broken vet
winter
sufficient rain have 100*
before
get sufticient~rain
begins.
yet
We should have at this school not less than 400 acres of cultivated land, and should raise
wheat enough to make all the flour necessary to be consumed each year. Our next great need,
then, will be a flouring mill. At present the nearest mill is 18 miles distant, and we are in the
midst of a large and successful wheat-growing section. A flouring mill would be of the greatest benefit to all Indians located within a radius of many allies from the agency, and toll work
might be done for a large number of white farmers, too; and the flour so accumulated, added
to that manufactured from school wheat, would abundantly supply this institution with
bread. Grinding might also be done for other schools in the vicinity. I throw this out us a.
suggestion merely at this time, but at some early period I shall take the idea up and make it
the subject of a special communication.
I have had the honor to ask the appointment of a school farmer here for the ensuing year, because such employe is indispensable to the satisfactory prosecution of our work. So long as
the industrial teacher must attend to the whole of the incidental labors of the school, besides
managing the farm, the results all round will be decidedly unsatisfactory. One man should
attend to the "choring" about the school, have his detail do the milking and feeding domestic
stock and perform all the various kinds of labor except the straight farm work, and leave the
farmer and his boys free to go early to the fields, and to remain remain there to do a full day's
work. Much work at grading and otherwise improving the grounds about the school remains
to be done and the industrial teacher can never reach this and accomplish satisfactory resul ts on
the farm. I sincerely hope the Department will allow us this additional employ^ the good of the
;

;

service

demands

it.

I have asked also for the appointment of a matron of the boys' quarters which will comprise
thirty-two rooms in the new building. The proper care of so large a building will tax the
strength of any woman. The services of my matron and assistant matron will be needed as
heretofore in the old (girls') building, where all the domestic affairs of the school will be conducted. Besides I wish the assistant matron to have personal charge of the poultry-yard, which
we propose to make a special feature of our industrial department hereafter.
I consider the outlook for ediicational work among the Cheyennes and Arapahoes the ensuing year particularly encouraging on account of increased facilities that will be afforded their
children to attend school. About double the former number can now be cared for at the v-arii >us
schools within the boundaries of their old reservation, which will leave but a comparatively
small number of children of school age in the camps.
The Indians being now settled on lands individually their own, and the descriptions of such
locations being a matter of record at your office, of course individual families can be more
readily found than formerly, and so their children can be easier traced than heretofore and a
better attendance at the schools secured thereby,
I remain, sir, your obedient servant,
L. D. DAVIS.

Superintendent.

CHAS. F. ASHLKY,
U. S.

Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SEGER COLONY AND SCHOOL, OKLA.
SEGEB COLONY, OKLA.,

July

ie, 1892.

SIR: I submit herewith annual report of this district, as follows:

This colony is 55 miles from the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency, and an equal distance from
the nearest railway point, and contains within its limits about six hundred -Indian allotments
scattered over an area 35 miles by 27 miles, mostly located on the Washita River and its tributaries, as well as on Deer Creek.
Having the Indian farms so widely scattered, makes it no small task looking after them, but
settlers are now rapidly settling on all sides of them, who will furnish the most practical lessons possible, how to start a home on an allotment. Yet, as all settlers in a new country are
not patterns of honesty and fairness, it will reauire some one to look after the interests of the
Indians to the end that justice may be done them under -the law.
The commencement of the gscal year found most of the Indians belonging to this colony at
the agency at Darlington, awaiting payment of the lirst installment of the money due them for
the sale of their unoccupied lands and in purchasing such stores and supplies as their actual
necessities required or their fancy dictated
and as pertinent to this subject. I would call attention to the fact that these payments have been the cause of the poor showing from a farming standpoint which these Indians are compelled to present this year.
For weeks the Indians were occupied in going to the agency and returning to learn the exact
date payment would be made, and subsequently in receiving and spending the money thus acquired. The minds of all were completety unsettled and the utmost efforts failed to induce
them to engage in their farm work during this time. A large number invested a portion of
their money in the purchase of work stock, both horses andonules, and the way seemed open
to obtain work which the stock thus purchased would enable the Indians to engage in, and
with this in view I arranged with the contractor for supplying Fort Reno with hay, to employ
such Indians as desired to haul even to the extent of the whole contract, 1,800 tons. After much
persuasion I finally got three Indians to work on this contract, and even these in a short time
became discouraged, the weather proving rainy at lirst. and the expense of feeding, etc. equaled
the amount earned. Seine bought cattle and gave at first considerable attention to their care;
but gradually relaxed their efforts. Finding so much stock was bought, I constantly urged the
necessity of their providing for their winter food by putting up hay, but with indifferent success, and the failure to provide forage for their stock was the cause of considerable mortality
amongst them, and many were compelled to sell at nominal prices to save them from complete
;

.

loss.

The possession of the money enabled the Indians to fare sumptuously while it lasted and
ghost dancing was freely indulged in to the exclusion of all farm work. While the religious
fervor characteristic of these dances was intense among the originators, the majority saw only
an opportunity to engage in a sociable feast, of which they availed themselves.
Agriculture. The fall proved so dry no great amount of wheat coiUd be sown, though some
was planted. This spring the Indians seemed to realize the necessity of providing grain for
their stock, and they were encouraged to plant their fields, and doubtless good crops would
have rewarded a continued effort, since the year has been favorable for crops generally but
just when the fields needed attention most and neglect would rxiin them came the payment of
the balance of the money due them on the sale of their lands. The fields were neglected, and
this idleness will continue iintil necessity compels them to work for their necessaries. Coupled
with these drawbacks came the opening of the country to white settlement to still further un;

settle

them.

Opening of reservation. The attitude of the Indians at the time of the opening was very friendly,
a disposition manifested to treat the new settlers amicably, and in many instances Indians acted
as guides to the settlers. Knowing, as they did, all the land, both allotted and open, they were
able to prove efficient guides and obtained considerable money for their services. Just at the
time of opening the Indians were generally in a few large camps, the chiefs and older men
claiming that they could in this way better control such young men as might be antagonistic
to the occupation of the land. Until now the relations between the Indians and whites have
been very friendly and a disposition evinced by each not to encroach on the rights of the other.
A few depredations on timber belonging to the Indians have been reported, but no ill feeling

has been engendered.

While this is true for the present, the possibility exists that, as the country becomes more
generally settled and the various claims fenced, reducing the open range, depredations by stock
used to running at large may be frequent and the source of difficulty.
Allotments. In allotting land to these Indians, generally speaking, the lands chosen wera
properly assigned and mapped correctly yet a few instances exist where, by clerical errors,
lands surveyed to and chosen by Indians were declared open to settlement both on the official
map and the circular of the Interior Department descriptive of the lands to be opened. In one
instance land on which a Cheyenne had lived for six years and made considerable improvements was shown as open and has been filed on by settlers. Clearly the Indian is in equity entitled to the land, and doubtless possession will be eventually confirmed to him: but the errors
have been the cause of considerable bad feeling and the source of great trouble in obtaining
testimony as to proper ownership. This matter has been made the subject of special report,
and the hope is bright the matter will soon be satisfactorily adjusted.
Flour mill. The wheat sown the fall of 1890 was harvested in July. 1891, yielding about 1,200
bushels, and proved to be good in quality. Much rain fell in July and August, and to a small
extent injured the stacks, biit so encoxiraged were they over the result that they voluntarily
contributed towards the purchase of a binder, at a cost, with a supply of twine, of $156, The onlymarket for grain is 55 miles away, and the price of wheat was so lowthatby the time it reached
market, and the freight of 55 cents per 100 pounds was paid, the financial results were far from
encouraging.
The only remedy for this is to build a small flouring mill here, where every natural convenience is found, thus saving freight on wheat to market and on flour back. With 600 Indians in
this colony at least 300 pounds flour will be daily consumed, or about 10.000
annum.
pounds
The freight OH this at 55 cents per 100 pounds would put up a 30-barrel mill the first per
year, give a
market for the \vheatraisedhere, and could be made self-sustaining from the start, as since the
opening of the country a market exists for all the flour that could be made. I would strongly
urge the ad\ isability of putting in such a plant, both as an incentive to the more general raising of wheat, for \yhich this country is more especially adapted, and as a positive economy to
the Government, since the tolls received for grinding could be use 1 for issue to the Indians and
save the necessity of purchasing this flour and bringing it from a distant market,
;

1
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School. On January 19 of the present year I was appointed superintendent of the Indian boarding school thenin course of construction here, and my active duties as farmer ceased, although,
under arrangements with yourself and on the approval of the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I have retained a supervisory control of matters in this district, issuing all the
rations and beef cattle, with control of the police assigned to this district. As the school building was not completed until about June 30, my work in connection with my new d uties has been
one largely of preparing estimates for supplies and arranging for the future, enabling im- to
give much of my time to the district affairs, and I have reason to believe that no important
work has been neglected.
A farmer's house has been built on land assigned the school, and the sawmill is ready for
work, but, having no help to erect needed improvements, it has been deemed wiser to await the
time the lumber is needed rather than saw cottonwood lumber now. only to be unlit for us3

when all

else is ready.

Police. The police force assigned to this district has proved itself very efficient, the members
doing all that was required of them promptly, having driven all the beef cattle issued from the
Agency, herding all the stock when necessary, riding pasture lines, repairing fences, and helping to issue rations, besides their more legitimate duties.
Early in the year the police followed the trail of a stolen horse to Texas, recovered the an.mal, and on their return arrested "Otoe," a Kiowa. as the thief, against whom I swore out a
warrant, and ontr'al he was sent to jail for six months. Ihey subsequently followed aiiot' er
stolen horse to Texas, and while they failed to recover the animal, they succeeded in arresting
the thief. Morning Star, a Kiowa, who pleaded guilty, but sentence was suspended on condition
of his enlisting in the Army. Two or three Indians were arrested, young men who had forfeited their bail bonds. In April last two white men were arrested for setting tire to our pasture, and undercharge of the police were compelled to extinguish the fire and renew such parts
of the fence as had been consumed.
On January 1, 1892, Henry Kliewer was appointed farmer and reported for duty, and on April
To each one has been assigned territory over
1, 1892 Jacob Beard reported for similar duty.
which they have immediate charge and whose reports will contain all the statistical informa-

tion of their respective districts.

Stock. From a nucleus of 78 head of cattle, with which this colony started in 1886 and which
have been kept in pasture under care of the police, good results have been obtained by enforcing rules regarding their care. There have been taken from the increase of this herd

Head.

By Cheyennes who have settled near the agency
By Arapahoes in Left Hand's district
By Arapahoes locating on Canadian
By Cheyennes locating west of colony
"

47
6
45
65

Given by Arapahoes to Indians at cantonment
Recently taken to the Washita by Arapahoes.
Taken out by Joseph Tramp and Henry North
In pasture fenced by Nathan, Juah, Lizard, Little Bird, and Creeping Bear

100
20
120

Total
Besides killing for their subsistence about

414
60

living at Prairie Chief's camp came here with
head increase, to which they added by purchase, as follows:

The Cheyennes
100

28

head

11

of cattle

and had over

Heifers.

High Wolf

28
8

Black Wolf.
Prairie Chief

Ernest Watson
Big Smoke

8
8
10

-

Total

Making

62

in all 162 head.

In the last year these Indians have killed and eaten more of their own cattle than in the five
years previous, and this at a time when they have had more money to help themselves with than
at any previous time. The habits encouraged by indulgence when they had the means to gratify their appetites proved too strong to overcome the desire for success in stock-raising.
The fact that the cattle brought for issue to these Indians are generally through-cattle from
southern Texas has been the cause of great loss among the cattle raised here. It is almost impossible to keep these issue cattle separate from the herd of Indian cattle or from traveling over
a common range; and for the past three years great loss has been sustained by the two kinds of
cattle coming in contact, with an invariable loss of Indian cattle to a greater or less extent from
the Spanish fever. Last year the loss was thirty head, fully half of which belonged to Indians,
the balance being Government cattle bought for issue for stock purposes. Some method should
be adopted to prevent this loss by introducing these through, cattle during hot weather.

The heifers and bulls bought for issue numbered 175. They were received in midsummer and
I D and S C. The flies annoyed them greatly, causing them to become poor and
thus putting them in bad condition to live through the winter. Feed was scarce and the loss
was considerable. Through-cattle also came in contact with these bulls and heifers, introducing the Texas fever, from which 15 died, leaving the herd standing to-day as follows
were branded

:

Bulls and heifers originally brought..
Loss by fever and hard winter

175
35

_

140
Remaining on hand
Those remaining on hand are in good condition and they have made a growth fully equal
totheloss. The increase by calves will not be great, by reason of theh-ird winter, mostof those
lost being heifers with or about to have calves. The stock now in this district I give as follows
:

Horses owned by Cheyennes
Mules owned by Cheyennes
Horses owned by Arapahoes
Mules owned by Arapahoes
Total
Total

number
number

of horses in colony..
of mules in colony

.

L

735
90
335
25
1,070
115
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being given by the farmers in charge of each division of this
crops are bad.

and industrial teacher and two Indian employes I have fenced 320
acres of school land with cross-fence to divide pasture from farm land, making 1,080 rods of
fence; planted 35 acres of barley, oats, corn, and garden. Having no teams belonging to the
school, we could only cultivate the land when the agency teams could be spared and the lack of
team operated greatly against the successful result of the work attempted. The garden was
planted in the belief that by the time the product was ripe the building would be completed and
school in session and a supply of vegetable? ready for use; but owing to the delay in finishing
the house the bulk of the vegetables planted could not be utilized. The crops raised will be

With the help

of the clerk

about as follows

:

bushels.

Barley
Oats
Potatoes

450
150

bushels.

Onions

20
2

Be,ans

.50 Corn

..

.

Respectfully submitted.

10

JOHN H. SEGEH,
Superintendent,

CHAS. F. ASHL.EY.

etc.

United States Indian Agent.

REPORT OP KIOWA, COMANCHE, AND WICHITA AGENCY.
KIOWA, COMANCHE, AND WICHITA AGENCY,
Anadarko, Ind.

T.

,

August

30, 1S92.

SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith my first annual report as agent for
the Indians of the Kiowa Agency in compliance with instructions from the
Office of Indian Affairs.
I assumed charge of this

agency Dacember 23, 1891, succeeding Charles E.
Adams, resigned, who transferred all public propsrty to me than in his possession. On my assuming charge the Indians of the several tribes from the various parts of the reservation gathered about the office in groups and asked to
hold council with me. In their council they expressed a very f riendly feeling
towards me and their Great Pather in Washington.
They spoke on the following subjects through their interpreters very intelligently
(1) As to the length of time their treaty would run and what the probabilities
would be at the end of that period.
(2) As to the back payment due them for grazing privileges.
(3) As to the education of their children and the better facilities for schools.
(4) As to the reesiablishment of the former grazing leases, which brought
them a handsome revenue.
(5) In regard to selecting their allotments quite a number expresssd themselves
as ready to take their lands, asking that the country be not opened until the end
of their treaty, thus allowing them the advantage of the grass money, that they
might purchase lumbar to build houses, break and fence their land, so they
may be prepared for the general allotment at the end of the treaty.
In reply I assured them I would do everything in my power to promote their
welfare, in the education of their children as well as the improvement of their
homes. Since that time their back grass money has been paid them, by Special
Agent Litchfield, under instructions of the honorable commissioner, amounting
to over $50,000. I also have collected from the cattlemen due them on the old
leases over $19,000, and paid the same to them.
With the assistance of Special Agent Litchfield and Rev. J. J. Methvin of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South and the Rev. S. V. Fait of the Presbyterian
Mission, and the Rev. Joshua Given of the same mission, who is a Kiowa Indian, and the Rev. G. W. Hicks of the Baptist Mission, together with the other
Christian members of the employes of the agency, and the several Government
schools, I have been able to induce these Indians to use their money to a better
advantage than ever heretofore. They have purchased over one hundred new
wagons and have purchased lumber sufficient to build at least fifty new houses.
It is no uncommon thing to see from five to ten loads of lumber coining from the
railroad. purchased and hauled by the Indians. The Government sawmill is
run to its full capacity, sawing native lumber for outbuildings.
With the appropriation of $500 that I had last year for hire of carpenters I
completed six new houses, and two others are partially completed; the houses
are very comfortable structures of from two to five rooms each. On these houses
the Indians furnished the carpenters much assistance, which enabled me to accomplish so much work with so small amount of money. With the $1,000 allowed
:

8397

I

A

25
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this year I expect to be able to complete at least fifteen houses, as the Indians
are paying part of the carpenters' hire whenever they have money to do so.
With the assistance of the Indian Office as to the pay of carpenters, together with
the revenues from their grass leases, I see no reason why in the near future
the "tepes" should not be banished and comfortable houses be substitut d in
their stead, and the funds formerly expended in tep<v,' cloth would offset that
spent in carpenters 'hire.
The principal industry pursued by these Indians is that of agriculture and
stock-raising. The Indians of the Wichita and affiliate 1 tribes located on the
north side of the Washita River, known as the Wichita reservation, have in
the past years been far in advance of the oth^r tribes, but owing to the Messiah craze they have gone backward instead of forward. I am glad to report,
however, that this has ceased to a great extent, arid I finl them again devoting
their attention to their farms and stock with marked benefit. I think by another year with proper influences and attention they can be induced to entirely
quit the dancing and put in full crops.
The lands on the south side of the Washita River occupied by the Kiowa. (Jomanche, and Apacme tribes are very fertile along the streams and are adapted
for agricultural purposes, but the larger part of these lands are best adapted to
stock-raising. The Comanches'are raising corn. oats, and vegetables quite extenThe Apaches, while few in number, are doing fairly well some of them
sively.
have good crops. The Kiowas are more backward in agricultural pursuits up
to the present time than any of the other tribjs, but from the present indications I think they will soon be the foremost tribe of the reservation.
Since the
establishment of the new leases and the payment of the back moneys due them,
they are building a number of houses and fencing farms. Heretofore their
principal occupation has been stock-raising, moving' from place to place, taking
their herds with them, but I think they have now realized that something more
permanent must be done while the opportunity affords, instead of wasting their
%

:

money in ornaments.

In conclusion of my general remarks, I will say that I am well pleased with
the future prospects of these people.
The following is the population of the different tribes as taken from this
year's census
:

Kiowas
Comanches
Apaches
Wichitas
Towaconies
Keechies

1,
1,
1

014
531
241

;

,

Wacoes

41

Caddoes
Dela wares

526
87

151

135
54

Total..

-

3,780

j

Showing a decrease of 386 people from the census taken two years ago, caused
mainly by an epidemic of whooping cough last year and measles and pneumonia
this year, which visited this reservation. The above deaths occurred chiefly
among the infants and young children, and can be attributed to the fact that in
most every case they invariably immersed their sick in the water, thereby causing death in every case thus treated.
Schools.
One of the important features of this reservation are the schools,
which comprise 3 Government and 3 mission schools, with two additional
buildings nearly completed at Fort Sill and one near Rainy Mountain, which
will be ready for occupancy about the first of the year. These new buildings
will have a capacity of 120 pupils, which, with the schools now occupied, will
almost provide for all the children on this reservation, with the children already
provided for in the n on reservation schools. The reports of the superintendents,
with statistics pertaining to the schools, are herewith submitted with this report. All the schools have been supplied with an efficient corps of teachers and
with an excellent and liberal quantity of supplies, and under the most excellent
supervision of J. W. Richardson, superintendent of education, have made rapid
strides forward and will, in my opinion, be among the foremost agency schools
of any reservation.
While I can not report any increase in the acreage of previous
Agriculture.
years, still from present indications and from the number of new houses (50 at
least) being erected and the number of Indians preparing for their allotments, I
am convinced that next year will show a decided improvement. We have had
a fairly good crop year, small grain and corn producing well, vegetables beingonly an average crop.
Beef.
When assigned to this agency the beef issue was made under unavoida-
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ble disadvantages. Eight months' supplies were turned over to the Government
at their best, and the beeves turned loose to subsist as best they could in the
Government pasture until required for issue. Under the arrangements made
by the Department I am happy to state that the above inhuman*conditions have
been obviated and the contractor required to furnish good and wholesome beef
every two weeks, the Indians tttereby receiving the full amount of beet' for
which the Government pays. The beef thus far furnished has been of a most
excellent quality and the irregularities in its manner of issue, which have called
for well-deserved censure, have been eradicated. The beeves are driven to the
camps and are there slaughtered in as humane a manner as possible. I do not
deem it wise to recommend the erection of a slaughterhouse, which would cost
several thousand dollars, as the money thus spent could be better expended in
building Indian houses, and the Indians compelled to drive their cattle to their
homes to be slaughtered, as many of them are fair butchers.
The last year's supplies were of good quality and sufficient quanAnnuities.
I would respectfully
tity, but did not arrive until winter was far advanced.
recommend that the goods for annuity issue be forwarded so as to reach their
in
time
for
issue
before
cold
weather
sets
in.
destination

Agency buildings. We have here a grist and saw mill, carpenter shop, blacksmith shop, harness shop, storehouse, doctor's office, agent's office, and a number of houses for employes, including some police houses which are built of
native lumber. These houses especially need some repair in the way of shingle
roofs the other buildings are in fairly good condition.
Indian court This department has been doing valuable work, having tried a
number of minor cases, such as wife-stealing, disputes as to o'wnership of property, stock, etc, and in my judgment their decisions have been very just, though
severe in many cases; but I find the Indians in all ca es very willing to submit
to the decisions of the court, which is composed of thi ee judges of their own race.
;

Indian police. The police force at this agency is composed as follows 1 captain,
lieutenant, and 24 privates. Of this force 14 are mounted and 12 are working
in the mill and commissary and making themselves generally useful. The riding police have been dutifully watching for trespassers, horse" thieves, and other
depredators. There has been no outbreak here causing the necessity of military
aid. The police have been fully able to cope with ail emergencies.
Grazing leases. I deem it advisable to make special mention of this subject, as
from this source the Indians receive the greater portion of the funds necessary
to make improvements. Early in February last the Indians of this reservation
met in council and unanimously requested consent to appoint a committee of
three to visit Washington. I consented to their request, and they appointed
the following committee to represent them: Quanah Parker, a Comanche, White
Man, an Apache, and Lone Wolf, a Kio wa, who, together with my self visited Washington in March last and called upon the honorable Secretary of the Interior
and the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and laid before them the
subject of leasing the surplus grass lands of this reservation. Being assured
that authority would be granted them to make the desired lease, they returned
to their reservation and made known to the members of their tribes the success
attending their visit to their Great Father. There was great joy in the camps
when the authority was granted to lease their surplus lands not needed for allotment or agricultural purposes, for one year at a time. Under this authority
I have made leases that will bring them a revenue of about $300,000
annually.
From this revenue, if properly expended as the back money recently paid them
was, together with the assistance of the appropriation allowed for the hiie of
carpenters, I expect to be able in the near future to induce all of these Indians
to build houses and fence farms and be ready for the allotment whenever the
Administration deems it wise to open this country.
For the sanitary condition of these Indians I respectfully refer you
Sanitary.
to the agency physician's report herewith inclosed.
Thanking you very much for your kind support, I remain,
Very respectfully,
:

1

,

GEORGE

D. DAY,
U. 8. Indian Agent*

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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REPORT OF PHYSICIAN OF KIOWA, COMANCHE AND WICHITA AGENCY.
ANADABKO. August

21,

w>2.

SIR: In compliance with your request I have the honor to present the following report relative to the sanitary condition of Indians on this reservation. The overflow of the river in June
1891, inundating the bottom lands of the reservation caused an immense amount of sickness of
a malarial character during the autumn following. This was followed in the winter by two
epidemics, one of measles, and one of whooping cough; from these vai'ious causes we have had
a great amount of sickness and a heavy death loss amongst all our tribes. as the census recently
taken will demonstrate.
It seems to be a well-established fact that measles is one of the most fatal diseases which can
attack camp Indians. This is the result of the universal custom with them of using cold plunge
and sponge baths in all cases of fever, and while this is rational treatment in many cases of
malarial fever it either causes sudden death from internal congestion in measles or induces
pneumonia and other latent lung troubles, from which they are sure to die sooner or later.
In looking over the sa'nitary rolls for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1893, 1 find there were
prescribed for and treated at the dispensary and camps 7.864 cases; of this number there were
6.514 Indians, 309 half breeds, and 192 whites, with a death loss of 44. There have also been
treated at the Washita boarding school 489 cases, with 9 deaths, and at Riverside school 330
cases, with 2 deaths, making a total of 8,683 cases, with total death loss of 55 cases.
It should be apparent to any one that it is impossible to keep a satisfactory monthly report
of all births and deaths in the various tribes scattered over this extensive reservation, as many
of them are not reported to the issue clerk for weeks and months after they occur.
The present sanitary condition of the schools and agency surroundings in general is much
better than at the beginning of the last fiscal year, and the prospect is good for much less sickness for the year to come.
I can truly say that the number of Indians who apply to me for treatment is constantly increasing, and I have been called upon during the past few months to do a large amount of practice at their homes.
I wish to acknowledge the able assistance I have received from Mr. Detrick, our very efficient
hospital steward and pharmacist; without his help it would have been impossible for me to
have attended to the number of cases that I have been called upon to attend during the past
year. I regret to learn that this position has been discontinued for the ensuing year. It should
be made a permanent position, for it is impossible for an agency physician to act as pharmacist,
etc.. and properly treat 4,000 Indians.
wish again to call your attention to the great needs of a hospital at this agency.

nurse,
I

many surgical cases that
and utterly ignorant of

should be treated
laws of health,

all

among
it

There are

these people, but, living as they do in

would be

futile to

camp

undertake such work without

hospital facilities.
I look over our dispensary building without any conveniences, not even a consultation room,
contemplate the fact that our instruments and appliances are, many of them, old and out of
date; look at our library and find books of reference that antedate the days of modern antiseptic surgery, many of which were published before some physicians now practicing were
born; and when I remember that with this array of inconveniences one is expected and earnscholars in our boarding
estly desires to treat scintifically nearly 4,000 Indians, including
" It makes
schools, then, in the language of my Indian friends I say,
my heart feel bad."
the
that
will
come
soon
when
these
shall
be
day
things
Hoping
improved.
I am, very respectfully, yours,
CHAS. R. HUME,
Agency Physician.
GEO. D. DAY.
U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF RIVERSIDE BOARDING SCHOOL.
JULY
SIB: tn accordance with your requirements I respectfully submit to you
of the Riverside Indian boarding school, for the year beginning July

1,

1891,

15, 1892.

my annual report

and'ending June 30,

1892.

The school year has been one of comparative prosperity. The 1st of September,
The parents of the boys and girls were some1891, found us ready to begin work in earnest.
what derelict at first in filling the school. All difficulties, however, were soon overcome, and by
the beginning of the next month our school was full to the overflow, and we had to turn some
away for want of room.
Health. Sickness prevailed to an alarming extent throughout the first and second quarters.
Chills and fevers kept the employes disabled much of the time during the fall term. Whooping
cough became epidemic in the school early in the fall, and hung on till the measles struck us,
in January. This sickness prostrated more than half our pupils at onetime. By dint of hard
work and close care on the part of all concerned we got them through with a total loss of two.
Maggie War-don died February 4 and Harry Henley February 15 (Wichitas). They were buried
in good style after holding services for them in the cemetery on the hill east of the schoolhouse. On the 4th of March Rhoda J. Pigg, wife of the superintendent, and May 11, 1892, Eliza
Hunter (Caddo), died of this sickness. She was dressed, put into a neat coffin, and given to her
Attendance.

people for burial.
Since this trouble all have been well and prosperous. We adjourned our school for the summer
on the 30th day of June, 1892, with 72 children present, all in good condition. The organization
and good working condition of the school has been kept up in the face of all these difficulties
and sorrows during every day of the year.
All the legal holidays have been observed in their order. Not withstanding the little unpleasantness which caused the resignation of Mrs. Cora M. Dunn and the discharge of Chas. B. Snow,
there has never been a ripple in the workings of the school, and every employ 6 has been obedient and performed his duty to the hour of leaving the service.
Industries. Each pupil has been half the time of every day in the school room and half the
time at work, when well. They have all been instructed as follows, viz: farming, gardening,
fencing, grubbing, cleaning land, preparing it for crops, planting trees, grapevines, and other
small fruits and caring for them. Taking care of horses, cattle, hogs, chickens. Doing every
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kind of work that is needed on a first-class farm. The girls have been taught to cook, sew,
wash and iron clothes, wash dishes, set table, clean house, make beds, and all kinds of
work necessary in good house-keeping. In fact, we have striven at all times to follow the
course given in the Rules and Regulations for Indian Schools, and consider that we have had
knit,

a fair degree of success.

We hare been much pleased and of ten gratified to see the improvement of the Indian boys
girls under our care, as well as to hear the remarks in reference to it of casual observers.
We have had very little trouble with runaways this year. The pupils, as a rule, like the school
and prefer it to a monotonous camp life,
We have spent all our spare time during th^ past year in enlarging the farm. We have cleared
and broken out 12 acres more land and have it in crops this year. We have fenced and partly
and

We

have planted an orchard of 200
20 acres, which we will have in crops next season.
fruit trees, all of which are growing nicely. Our crop prospects are very good for this country

grubbed

and such a season.
Respectfully submitted.

GEORGE

L. PIGG,
Superintendent.

GEO. D. DAY.
U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OP PORT

SILL,

BOARDING SCHOOL.

FORT SILL, OKLA., July is, 1892.
have the honor to submit to the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, through
your office, my annual report of the Fort Sill Boarding School for the fiscal year ending June
SIR:

I

30. 1892.

I was unable to open the school until the 25th of January last on account of the delay in getsome of the supplies that were absolutely necessary before the punils could be properly or
comfortably taken care of. I improvised for a school room the largest dormitory in the building, which reduced the number of pupils that could be accommodated to 52, and as we had
only one play room one sex only could be admitted. I filled the school with boys, as there was
a great deal of outdoor work to be performed in getting a new school equipped.
We experienced very little trouble in fillin? up the school, and in my six years experience in
the service I have never known so few runaways. The pupils, with very few exceptions, were
new, or fresh from camp, but were contented and remainei, without an exception, to the last
day of the session.
The measles prevailed in the surrounding country for two months before the close of the
school, but by keeping as good a quarantine as possible we kept it out of the school until
ten days before the close, and then we only had one case. The health of the pupils was remarkably good throughout the session, which was fortunate as we had no physician and were compelled to let any who did get sick go to camp for treatment. The old Indians would not listen
to any argument in favor of their remaining here for treatment.
Harmony prevailed generally among the employes. I felt called on to ask the discharge of
the cook ana her assistant for inefficiency and insubordination. It is a difficult matter to secure
efficient Indian help here; in fact we can get no female help at all from among them.
The progress and efficiency of the school-room work was affected considerably because the
teacher coiild neither play nor sing the music was a failure. We were not furnished with
either ink or pens, and, of course, nothing was done "in the way of writing. The teacher is a
very devout, earnest worker, and, with more experience, will be very efficient.
The work of the industrial teacher and farmer has been constant and laborious, as their
work will show.
During the year we have built a large and complete barn, a storehouse 36 by 18 feet, a bakery
and meat-house 28 by 16 feet, also the necessary outhouses, all of which have been neatly
painted. We have built 5J miles of fence, inclosing a farm and garden of 75 acres, horse, cattle,
hog. and poultry lots, and a pasture of 300 acres.
Our garden seed reached us about six weeks too late, and as a consequence we did not have
as large a variety of vegetables as we would hav had had the seed come on time. Our oat
crop was as good as could have been expected on sod land, and we have enough millet and sorghum hay cured to feed our stock through the winter; but our corn is a total failure on account of the protracted drought and hot winds. The farm will be in fine shape for a crop the
next season.
Respectfully submitted.

ting

;

J.

W. HADDON,

Superintendent,

GEO. D. DAY,
U. 8.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT ANADARKO.
METHODIST PARSONAGE, Anadarko, Okla., August 29, 1892,
SIR I herewith give you a general report of our missionary operations on this reservation.
Our school work has not been as satisfactory as we had hoped, although an improvement
upon the preceding year. Much has been in the way of a regiilar patronage during the past
:

among children, which, among Indians, under their
treatment, proves very fatal. However, we have had most efficient workers in the school, and
what they have had opportunity to do they have done well. Our school building has been
greatly improved (very near complete now) and we are prepared to care for 100 boarding pupils.
I believe that the church and Government schools together already established upon this reservation afford ample accommodations for all the children here, and it would be a wise policy upon
the part of the Government to have' all these schools filled. In view of the fact that the demand
is met here and there is so much need at other places, the establishment of yet additional boarding schools iiere should be discouraged. The school population on this reservation does not
exceed 80U. The four Government schools and the two church schools already established will
fully accommodate that number.
year, such as the usual contagious diseases

,
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Our school work here is carried on under the auspices of the Woman's Board of Missions of
the M. E. Church South. In addition to the school work the Woman's Board has been supporting two women in the camp work Mrs. J. T. Avant at or near the agency until her health
failed and she had to retire from the work, and Miss Helen Brew.sLer on the Little Washit a.
20 miles southeast of the agency. The principal work of ths.se women has been to visit thv
families in their homes, teach the women how to do things in domestic civilized home life, read
the Bible, hold prayer meetings, etc., and thus, while improving their home life, reach them
with the message of the Gospel. These women have done heroic^ earnest work.
Miss Brewster has carried on, in connection with her other work, a small day school, which
has proven surprisingly successful.
During the past year we have built a parsonage on Little Washita, and we hope soon to erect
three more new church buildings on the reservation at different points where congregations
may be had. Funds are being gathered and plans laid for this movement.
The evangelistic work has been pushed with some success, and those who have come into the
church upon a profession of faith I find, as a rule, are as faithful as those of any other race.
Some are especially faithful and steady in their purpose to live right, and the complete change
in them is refreshing to see, while others have turned aside and fallen into the old way again.
In addition to our usual services at the churches we have held during the summer two camp
meetings, which have resulted in good, to be seen in still greater results further on. I believe
there is a growing interest among the Indians upon the subject of Christianity. Faithfiil
work along the evangelistic line will make the work of civilization easy.
We are now ready to increase our force of missionaries in this field. Besides adding to the
force and efficiency of our school we shall put two additional women into the camp work and
two or three more ministers at different points on the reservation. We hope to push our work
more vigorously with these reinforcements than ever before.
If you will excuse me for suggesting, I will say that the Government should put an end to the
present method of butchering beeves on "issue day." It is exceedingly cruel and barbarous
and fraught with danger.
Gambling and mescal-eating are common among the Indians, and if some wholesome law
against these could be enacted and enforced so as to make these evils among them disreputable
I find that the Indian soldiers are much addicted to beer-drinking, and
it would be a wise step.
through them others are obtaining beer. This should be prohibited.
I have thought for a long while that a hospital ought to be established somewhere near the
agency where proper treatment and nursing could be given to the sick among the Indians. As
it is, many of them die for lack of proper treatment or on account of the heathenish treatment
of the "medicine man."
It would be well it the Government could take in hand and put to work the young men and
women as they return home from the various schools. Left alone they too often drift back
into, the blanket and the savage life again, and they become a hindrance instead of a help to
their race. Put to some laudable occupation, even if in a measure forced to it, they would in
most cases be saved to a life of usefulness. As it is, much of what the church and Government
spend upon them is entirely lost. After years of costly expenditures upon them certainly- there
ought to be enough of real manhood developed in them to take care of themselves. It would
be a wise policy, therefore, instead of continuing free rations to them to put them at some occupation by which they could earn their own living. The best help is self-help Any external
aid except in so far as it develops self-reliance is a hurt instead of a help. The Government
surely has a right to expect something from those upon whom so much has been expended, and
some measures should be taken to draw out a real manhood in these educated Indians.
The plan of securing white renters for Indian farms should be continued and extended. As.
many as possible of good, honest, reliable men with families should be secured as renters on
these Indian farms. Every good, honest, industrious family in their midst would be an object-lesson to them of a real civilization of vast benefit.
The spirit of house building now among the Indians is most encouraging. This is the longest step forward that I have seen among them. This movement should be encouraged by
everyone interested. If it continues as it now is the Indians in a few years will all be settled
in comfortable homes. In this connection I want to commend to your favor Go-kom and Wetan, two Kiowas, who under your and Maj. Litchlield's kindly advice and the advice of other
friends went forward, in the face of much opposition from some of their people, and bought
lumber, and thus initiated this forward movement of house building. They are to be commended and should be especially encouraged. I have piirchased about $2,500 worth of lumber
for different Indians and considerable more has been purchased by others for them. The Government could not do a wiser thing than to give aid to this movement.
In closing this report I want to return my most hearty thanks to you and to Special Agent
Litchfield for the courteous treatment I have received at your hands and the kindly aid you
have given us in our work among this helpless people. I do commend most heartily your administration of affairs since you have been here, and pray that the work of your hands may be
established upon you.
I

am, most respectfully,

Missionary of the M. E. Church South

J. J. METHVIN,
to the Western Tribes.

GEO. D. DAY,
U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF OSAGE AGENCY.
OSAGE AGENCY, OKLA., August
Sm:
port of

have the honor to transmit the
this the Osage and Kaw Agency.

I

following- as

my

so,

eleventh annual re-

The reservations lie south of the State of Kansas, west of the CheroLocation.
kee Nation, and east of the Arkansas River, comprising 1,-!70,000 acres.
The Osage Indians number 1,644, consisting of J',003 full bloods and 641 mixed
bloods. Nearly all of the adult full bloods retain their native dress, and adhere
to many of the customs which have made them a characteristic Indian for gen-
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erations. They are proud of their nationality, indolent in their habits, and adu fire water."
dicted to the use of
They are honest in their transactions and
slow to resent a wrong. The women are generally strong and hearty, capable
of doing most of the work that is done, and the men so amiable that they are
willing to let them.
They are religious by nature and education, and will make great sacrifices to
attend to their religious observances. Most of their gatherings are for some
interreligious ceremony, either in the interest of the living or to advance the
"
at the
est of some friend that is dead. There has never been a "ghost dance
agency, nor are they much inclined to such superstitions. Many of the children
who have been in school wear the citizen's dress at least part of the time, and
there seems no question but that the coming generation will assume the attire
of American citizens.
Many of the mixed bloods are prosperous farmers and
stock-raisers, and year by year they add to their acreage of grain and the numbers of their herds. Many of both full and mixed bloods have comfortable
homes, which are well furnished; there having been 38 houses built by them
during the past year at a cost of $30,183. All improvements are made by the
Indians at their own expense. All are not prosperous, however. The visitor to
the agency will find some that are indolent and reckless, squandering their
money in gambling and debauchery.
The Kaw Indians number 12o full bloods and 84 mixed bloods. The full bloods
have done but little farming the past year, preferring to frolic and dance, or to
The latter is a pleasure they dearly love, but no
visit their Indian neighbors.
more so than to entertain their Indian friends who may come to visit them. So
generous are they that at such times they will often rob themselves of the necessaries of life in order that their friends may carry away kind recollections of

them.

Almost every Osage family has a farm, and most of them good ones.
their selections on the bottoms, where they can raise
early .vegetables and fair crops of corn. The practice of renting their farms to
white persons has steadily grown, until most of the farms are operated in that
way, the Indian getting his share of the crop delivered to him. Many mixed
bloods have broken out large tracts of land and are raising large crops of wheat
and corn, for which they find a ready market from the mills on the border and
from stockmen on the reservation.
Cattle grazing.
Leases have been made to numerous parties for grazing privileges, both to citizens of the United States and citizens of the nation, under instructions from the Department. The parties holding the leases have been required to fence the same. The pastures have generally been stocked with cattle
from the South and West, driven or shipped in during the early spring, and
marketed during the summer and fall.
Allotments.
The Osage Indians, as a tribe, have never expressed themselves
as favorable to allotment. For the past two years a persistent effort has been
Farming.

They have generally made

made

to induce them to locate a claim for each member of the tribe, establish
the corners and issue to the claimant a certificate for the same. While the full
bloods more especially have never consented that this should be done, yet the
agitation has caused a general rush for the claims, until it is difficult to find one
that has not been located. As the Osages. by special exemption, could not
legally take an allotment, the idea of personal ownership of a claim is being
rapidly developed, which must ultimately result in a personal title.
During the early spring a number of the Kaw Indians (mixed bloods) expressed
by letter their willingness and desire to take allotment. I at once went to that
agency and offered to assist them. They wanted to have 160 acres per capita
set apart for them. As there was no law, to my knowledge, which would
warrant that amount, they all withdrew their request, and-expressed a desire to
wait until they could have that amount if possible. As the Commissioners to
negotiate with them were weekly expected, I thought best to let the matter
await their arrival.
Schools.
The Government schools at Osage were maintained during the year
with about the usi al average attendance and. as I trust, with good results. In
February the girls' school, which had for some years been conducted by the
Women's Home Missionary Society, was formally transferred to Government
control, and will this year bs merged into tho Government or agency school.
There has been ereeted'a girls' dormitory that will accommodate about 80 children,
a school building with five schoolrooms, and achapel capable of seating about 200,
and a boiler house and steam plant reaching all the school buildings. With these
improvements the children attending these schools will be supplied with almost
every convenience for their comfort.
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The St. L-niis school for girls, located at the agency, has good buildings, and.
school ha^ been maintained during the year.
The St. John's school for biys. located at Hominy Creek, has erected a good
building during the year, which will be ready for occupancy in the early winter,
and has had in attendance the usual number of pupils.
The agency school at Kaw has been well maintained during the year and has
done creditable work. There has also been maintained on the reservation a
number of day schools, which have been attended by Indian and \vhitechildren
and kept up by subscription. With the improvements made this year there are
ample facilities for all the Indian children on the reservation, and I am glad to
say that nearly all of school age were in school most of the time during the past
year.
Crime. These Indians are not natural criminals, as many suppose, but on the
contrary are generally a peaceful and harmless people. Their troubles now
largely come from accspting a species of civilization which their white brethren
bring to them in the shape of strong drink. For many years this came from the
border of prohibition Kansas, but now whisky peddlers swarm around the bordeisof the reservation like buzzards. They will cro.s the line at night, dispose
of their liquid death, and be safely with their friends in Oklahoma or the State
by daylight. Not less than a dozen deaths have occurred among the adults during the past year which were directly attributable to a drunken debauch, and at
least one murder, and possibly two, have occurred, arising from this cause.
constant war has been kept up against the traffic by all the force we have
at the agency, but I am sorry to say that we have not been able to control the
matter as it should be. Nothing short of vigilanca on the part of not only the
officers under the control of this agency, but also those under the jurisdiction
of the United, States court, and the infliction of severe punishment to those who
are convicted will keep the matter under control.
With the cares incident to the erection of new buildings, controlling the white
renters on the reservation, in addition to 1o3king after the interests of the Indians, the year has been a busy one. While I have never been fully satisfied
with the progress made from year to year by these Indians in their march to a
higher standard of citizenship, yet I can see that there is a steady improvement,
and there can be found many now among the citizens of this nation who have
comfortable homes and all the surroundings that make life worth living. For
whatever has been done that is creditable during the past year, much is due to
the hearty support that I have received from the employes in the different departments of the work, from cooperation of the Indian Office, and the blessings
of a kind Heavenly Father who watches over all for good.

A

1

Very

respectfully,

L. J. MILES,
U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PONCA, PAWNEE, OTOE, AND OAKLAND AGENCY.
PONCA ETC., AGENCY, OKDA., August 20, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to respectfully submit the following as my third annual
report of these subagencies for the fiscal year 1892
I have the honor to report that the different subagencies under my care are
improving gradually, as compared with former years, in morality and industry,
and I shall proceed to consider the different subagencies separately, as to their
condition, without rose-colored tints, giving facts and figures as they have occurred during the year, accompanied with a census of the different tribes and a
summary report itemized.
)I

:

PONCA AGENCY.
This agency is the headquarters of the four subagencies, is situated on the
Salt Fork River, between the Salt Fork River and the Arkansas River, and is
3 miles from Ponca Station, on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad;
address. Ponca Station, where
post-office, Ponca Agency, Okla.; telegraphic
all communications relating to any of the subagencies should be addressed.
and 1
Agency employe/. There is at this agency a superintendent and clerk
1
assistant; a miller and carpenter, aided by 3 Indian carpenter apprentices;
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blacksmith and engineer, aided by 2 blacksmith apprentices 1 additional farmer,
and 1 interpreter.
These employes have been attentive to duty, regular in their habits, and too
much praise can not be given them for diligence and prompt attention to duty,
and for the harmony that has existed throughout the year.
In August last year, Arthur M. Tinker, United States Indian inInspectors.
spector for tha Department of the Interior, paid this agency a visit, and conducted an investigation against our management, which resulted we are still
here. We have also been visited by Jas. A. Leonard and George P. Litchfield.
The visits of all these gentlemen have been very pleasant and instructive to us.
The buildings of this agency consist of 1 flouring and sawing mill comBuildings.
bined, 1 barn, 1 commissary and storerooms, and 9 employes' residences, which
are all in good repair, except some of them require papering on the inside. The
office is old and needs to be replaced by a new structure.
This agency has a
church situated in the central portion of the agency in which services are occa;

sionally held.
Reservation.-- The

Ponca Reservation consists of 101,894 acres under cultivation,
with 2,OCO rods of fence; 40 acres were broken the past year, labor performed by the Indians. The number of acres tit for cultivation is about 46,000.
The Indians have built the past year 1 ,000 rods of fence have raised of wheat
8,000 bushels, of corn 12.500 bushels, and have cut 300 tons of hay and transported 325,710 pounds freight during the year, earning $325.71.
Land in severally. Miss Helen P. Clark, special allotting agent, came immediately after completing the allotments at Oakland subagency, and commenced
to allot the Ponca lands. It is but justice to say much opposition was in the
air. the Indians obstinately refusing to receive their allotments but through persevering efforts 300 allotments have been made, with 50 families living upon their
allotments, with 90 houses inhabited by Indians, built during the year, 11 being
f ame houses.
In this connection allow me to say, more houses are needed and
many need repairs.
Cherokee Commission. In March, 1892, what is known as the Cherokee Commission, composed of David H. Jerome, Alfred M. Wilson, and Warren G. Sayre,
commenced negotiations with the Ponca Indians for the sale of their surplus
lands, holding councils almost every day for almost three months, but without
any definite results. Arguments were presented from day to day to convince
the Indians that it would be to their advantage to sell, which were met by the
Indians affirming that they owned the reservation and did not desire to sell it,
and they firmly persisted in this course until the Commission left the agency.
The Commission all through these councils displayed wonderful sagacity, forbearance, and persistency in the transaction of the business, and retired gracefully from the field.
Census.
The Poncas consist at this time, as per census inclosed, 567
Males
276
.
Females-__*___ 291
;

1,455

;

;

.

:

Number who wear citizen's dress
Number who wear citizen's dress in part.
Number over 20 years of age who can read
Number under 20 years of age who can read
Indians who can use English for ordinary business
Number of children of school age
'_

Males
Females

_

410
157
25
135
200
144
68
76

Indian work.
Work has been the motto upon the Ponca Reservation, and the
fact that this tribe has as a tribe made no visits or received any the past
year is
evidence of prosperity. There has been sawed at the sawmill for the Indians
60,030 feet of lumber, enabling the Indians to provide the frames for their houses.
The Indians have cut 260 cords of wood, at $3 per cord, or $780.
Court of Indian Offenses.
Rome irregularities have been committed by the Indians, which have been punished by the court of Indian offenses. The old court
proving inefficient, it became necessary for a new court to be established, and
George Little Standing Buffalo, Henry Fire Shaker, and John Big Goose were

chosen, and display much judgment, and seem willing and anxious to conform
to law in the trial of any cause which is
brought before the court. These men
feel the dignity of their
position and very much desire a uniform to distinguish
them from the rest of the tribe, and I hope the Department will see the wisdom
of this and make suitable
provision for them. They wear citizen's dress and
aro enterprising men.
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The consideration of the marriage relation I am glad to be able to
improving in this tribe. The tribe has been greatly exercised over this
subject, and the court of Indian offenses promptly came into line and by the
enactment of a law in harnvrny with section 497, article 5. page 89, Indian
Regulations, declared all Indian men and women now living together upon the
Ponca reserve legally married, and made polygamy an offense, nd ir.aniftsteJ.
a disposition to enforce it, and in every case where Indians desire to throw the
old wife away and take a new one the court has said ''No you must live with
your old wife."
Marshals. The deputy United States marshals last winter commenced a raid
upon the Indians for imaginary causes, arresting them and taking them to Guthrie for trial without my knowledge or consent. I demurred to this practice,
telling them I thought it would be but courtesy to bring all such matters to my
notice and ascertain if these Indians had been tried by the court of Indian
offenses, and I was told in a letter that no attention would be paid to such
courts, and that they would go where they pleased and arrest whom they desiredto all of which I objected and referred the whole matter to the Indian
Marriage.

say

is

i

;

Office.

One marshal commenced to run horse races for money, for $25 on a side and
upwaids, which was promptly stopped and the marshal ordered from the reserve, which received the approval of the United States Marshal for Oklahoma.
Police.
This agency has 1 captain and 7 private police, who are attentive to
business and the enforcement of orders and deserve great praise for their thin
and persistent enforcement of orders.
Decoration day.
On May 30, 1892, Decoration Day was observed in form by
agency, school, and Indians, a programme of which was forwarded to the Indian
Office.

The Indians own

600 horses, 5 mules, 50 cattle, and 200 swine.
think I can safely say there has been much improvement among the Poncas
the past year in contrast with former years. They have now consented to bury
their deaa in the ground, they formerly having built small houses over them.
School.
Ponca school has a large brick school building 80 feet square, 3 stories
high, situated south of the agency one-fourth of a mile. An addition has been
built the past year of 27 feet in length and a porch built on the end and two
sides.
The house is a structure built on a good rock foundation. It is permanent and does not rock in the wind, and presents a fine appearance, overlooking
the agency, and is in good condition. The farm consists of 162 acres under
fence, of which about 60 acres have been cultivated. The wheat will yield 200
bushels and the corn J,OJO bushels. There has been a large amount'of vegetables raised the past year for the use of the schooh There have been in attendance 104 scholars; 12 or 13 have b:en sent to other schools. It has 1 superintendent, 3 teachers, 1 matron, 1 seamstress. 1 cook. 1 baker. 1 industrial teacher.
1 laborer, and some Indian employe's.
All employes have been harmonious and the school has experienced increased
prosperity. Ponca schcol is a success, but we still hope for greater improvements' the corning year. Some attention has been paid to a dairy at Ponca
school, and I herewith inclcse a statement made by William Cartwright. indusI

trial teacher,

which

is

as follows

:

PONCA INDIAN SCHOOL,
As requested, I now hand you statement

August

22, i$92.

from the small herd of cows
in my charge, and also beg to inclose for your information a comparative statement showing
the real value of the dairy branch of industrial work at Indian boarding schools if conducted
on thorough business principles and on a scale sufficiently large to fully develop its value.
In submitting my milk account to date, \vhich shows a yield of 3,596 quarts, I would draw attention to the fact that although the quantity is seemingly very large, it has been of no real
benefit to the department from a financial roint of view, as it has not taken the place of any
other article of food, such as coffee, tea, and sugar, but if this industry is developed and encouraged as it deserves, I not only claim that it will reduce by two-thirds the amount spent
yearly for coffee, tea, and sugar, but will also very largely reduce the existing beef contracts by
killing the surplus stock from time to time.
SIR

:

of results obtained

work and

stock-raising will give a larger and quicker return than any or all other branches of
industrial work. I endeavor to substantiate this assertion by the following comparative state-

ment

:

To cost of
By quarts

12

of

milch cows, at $30...
milk per head per day for

Profit...

6

months.

180

x 96= 17.280

.,.,

quarts, at 5 cents

.

$360
864

504
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In addition to this very large return on the original cost the 12 cows with their increase are
on hand. Furthermore, the 93 quarts of milk per day ought to reduce the consumption
and sugar by two-thirds that is to say, instead of giving the pupils coffee three
times per day, as is now the custom, they could each have an abundance of sweet milk twice
coffee
and
only once per day.
day
per
Respectfully submitted.
still

of tea. coffee,

A\*M.

CARTWRTGHT,

Industrial Teacher.
D. J. M.
U. 3.

WOOD,
Indian Agent.

I would respectfully ask attention to the above statement, and ask especial attention as a b anch of school work, which should ba encouraged as it is on the
line of S3l< -support, the object to bj gained.
I have the ho.ior ta a^k att3ntion to the following report from Charles W. Robinson, superintendent of Ponca school, who here speaks for himself and Poncu
school
PONCA SCHOOL, OKL.A., August, is, 1892.
SIR In submitting to you this brief report of Ponca school, I am very glad to say we have
made progress in all departments of the school work during the past year but we see still great
room for improvement, and hope in the ensuing year to do nmch more for these Indians. It is
needless to say we have been very busy, fairly overcrowded with work, and much still remains
to be done. We all have found it a hard thing to do too much at Ponca.
In the school rooms the new system of grading and course of study has proven in the past
ye r mnch better than the old plan, and the progress has been more marked and thorough. In
the industrial department the boys and girls have been carefully taught to depend upon themselves, to assume the responsibility of thsir work to a greater degree than ever. At all times
we have tried by precept and example to give them a wider view of life and their country, that
it wa s not boimded by the lines of their reservation.
To qiiite an extent we have awakened in
the older pupils a taste for reading, and many of them spend hours each week listening to or
reading the interesting stories of history, biogr iphy. travel, and a great variety of subjects
found in the splendid books of this character furnished by the Department, besides the papers
and books sent us by other friends of the Indian schools.
The boys have had practical lessons in plowing, plaming. farm work, and care of fruit trees,
also in milking and care of stock. This year they have harvested a fair crop of wheat and
raised a good crop of corn and potatoes, besides the early summer vegetables, and through the
vacation have come to receive the fruit of their labor in melons, tomatoes, and other vegetables
that will not keep through the winter. A number of the larger girls are taught the care of
milk and to make butter.
Improvements. We have done our best to improve the premises both within and without for
more than a year. We have had water piped in the house on the first and second floors, and
pails stand filled with water ready in case of fire on the third floor. Outside, the fences have
been kept repaired shade trees planted, grass seed sown, and where the front yard of the school
was suggestive of .a frog pond we now have grass and flowers. The large court, 20 by 67 feet,
between the buildings and walks on the west end has been paved with brick.
A first-rate bathroom has been fitted up, which is quite an improvement over the former way
of bathing in the laundry and washtubs. The snace under the water tank was inclosed and
affords us a nice cool place for keeping milk and butter.
The young orchard started here last year and the year before, but which should have been
planted when the foundation of the sc'qool was laid twelve years ago, is doing well. A few of the
peach and cherry trees are bearing a light crop; the apple trees are of slower growth and have
suffered some from gophers, and this summer from grasshoppers, which have almost stripped
them of their leaves. Even our grape vines, planted a year and a half ago, are beginning to
bear, and we hope in a year or so to have sufficient fruit f cr the pupils.
Early last spring a coop and yard was built and a few chickens purchased, and we have been
fairly successful in raising a few fowls for the children. We hope to develop this industry so
that in a short time the children can have fresh eggs and occasionally chicken added to their
fare. The water supply was greatly improved the past year; a well was dug and a new pump
put in, and as long as we have sufficient wind to turn our 8-foot windmill for a short time we
have an abundance of water.
As a set of employe's we have gotten along harmoniously the past year and enter the new
school year with a larger hope and determination to make it the best year of our work.
Very respectfully,
CHAS. W. ROBINSON,
:

:

;

Superintendent.

D. J. M. WOOD,
United States Indian Agent.

The
t

sanitary condition of this agency and school will be noticed in the phyattached to the report from Otoe Agency; and now pass to

sician's report,

PAWNEE SUBAGENCY.
Pawnes subagency is situated in the bend of Black Bear Creek, on the northern bank, and is 35 miles south of Ponca, 25 miles from Red Rock Station on the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, has a daily mail and no telegraphic
communicati n. All correspandence for this ag3ncy should be addressed to
PoncH, Okla.
Employes. There is at this agency 1 clerk. 1 physician, 2 additional farmers, 1
miller and engineer, 1 blacksmith, 3 Indian carpenters. 1 blacksmith assistant,
and I interpreter. These men have all done their duty and have acted the part
of honorable men, and have discharged every
duty.
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There is at this agency 1 flouring mill and 1 saw mill, 8 employes'
which need some inside repairs. It is the intention to build 2 new
dwellings the coming year.
Census.
The Pawnee tribe is and has been a tribe known for their bravery and
strict adherence to diligence in obeying laws and orders from the United Slates
Government. There are, as per census herewith inclosed, 798 Indians mixed
Buildings.

dwellings,

;

bloods, 400.

Males
Females

-

Number who wear citizen's dress
Number who wear- citizen's dress in part
Indians under 20 years who can read
Indians who can use English in common business
_

.

Children of school age
Dwellings occupied by Indians

382
416
125
400
160
225
151
303

There are 283,020 acres of land upon this reservation and very little of it is
compared with the whole amount. Of this there are 1,986 acres under
cultivation for the year just closed, farmed by the Indians, with 97 acres of prairie
broken. There are 3,987 acres under fence, with 5,470 rods of fence built the
past year. They have raised 660 bushels of wheat, 1,240 bushels of oats, 40,000
tillable as

bushels of corn, 4 acres of potatoes, 7 acres of bsans, 17 aores of melons, cut 190
tons of hay, made 100 pounds of butter, and cut and sold 300 co?ds of wood at $3
per cord ($900) and transported 91,140 pounds freight, which yielded a profit of
$364.56. The cellar of the clerk's house has been cemented, a park in the center
of the agency has been fenced and planted with trees, the work all being done
by the employes the past year.
Ghost dance. In February, 1892, the Pawnees commenced what is known as a
"
ghost dance," dancing in a circle, falling down in a trance, and after some hours
they awake and profess to have eeen their dead friends. About two- thirds of
the tribe seemed at this time to be possessed of the idea of the second coming of
Christ, to destroy all the whites, and to bring back the buffalo and wild game.
On information being received I at once wrote to my clerk at Pawnee to put
a stop to said dance, but the Indians seemed defiant and aggressive, and it seemed
at this time that trouble might be anticipated. Knowing that all religious fanatics are persistent and determined, I at once went to Pawnee and visited the
camp of the so-called prophet, Frank White, and after talking with him and
ascertaining his views, I told him he was an impostor and I wanted him at once
to leave the reservation never to return. The next morning about 200 Indians
came to the agency and demanded a council. They were painted in high colors and
seemed aggressive and defiant. After the arrival of an interpreter I opened the
council in a two-hours' talk on the coming of Christ and the true Messiah and
the false Messiah as professed by them, and I plainly told them that the dance
could not be tolerated and would not be that this Government would last and
assert her power, and that they should be obedient to the law and be good Indians, return to their homes and cultivate their farms, and raise something to
After they had spoken professing loyalty to the Government and obedience
eat.
to the law, they broke the council ani returned to their homes. In about two
weeks thereafter news again reached me of the renewal of the ghost dance. I
procured the assistance of a deputy United States marshal, and he went to Pawnee and arrested the supposed prophet, Frank White, and took him to Guthrie,
Okla. before a United States commissioner, and he was held over, until district
court for inciting Indians to an insurrection, and remanded to jail to await his
trial before the district court.
In about ten days I received a telegram that a
writ of habeas corpus had been issued and the hearing was the next day. I at
once went to Guthrie and was at the hearing when Judge Green, chief justice of
Oklahoma, gave him a good strong talk, telling him of the danger of indulging
in such things, and released him. He went back to the reservation, and there
has not been a ghost dance since. And what might have been a Wounded Knee
disaster resulted in the scheme dying out, and all is prosperous and serene at
Pawnee, with Frank White earning the good will of the tribe and assisting in
all directions the civilization of his people.
Court of Indian offenses.
At Pawnee the court of Indian offenses is on a high
road to success. The judges of this court are progressive men and all wear citizen's dress, and are favorable to the best interests of civilization. They conduct the court as other tribunals are conducted, and do not flinch to make laws
for the government of the tribe and enforce them. The judges are Harry Coons,
;

,

Ralph

J.

Weeks, and Rosseau Pappan.
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Marriage. The system of marriage as practiced by the whites is upon the increase, many applying- to the court of Indian offenses for a permit to marry, and
then seeking a magistrate or minister to perform the rite.
have at this agency 1 captain and 7 private police. These
Indian police.
men obey implicitly and take a pride in their positions.
Lands in severally. What I said in my last report is true now. Some are willfor the allotment, and are even anxious for it to proceed, while many are

We

ing

opposed to

it.

Mrs. M. A. Bowden, of the Woman's Home Missionary Society, is
charge of this branch of the work, and is doing much to aid these Indians to a
higher life.
I have the honor to call your attention to the following report from
Sanitary.
the physician in charge
Missions.

in

:

PAWNEE AGENCY, OKLA., August 15, 1892.
In reply to your favor of the 12th instant, I beg to report that my department of work
among the Pawnees is in good condition and working order. The Indians have a very good
idea of what my work among them is, and use considerable judgment in calling on me to visit
them and in coming to my office for treatment and medicine.
True, many continue to employ their medicine men but I think that in the near future there
will be a radical change along this line, and in a few years the medicine men (among the Pawnees at least) will be relegated tothe rear, as it were a tradition; but we.must look to theyoimger
transformation.
generate ns for this
The "Messiah " has exerted a great influence over the Indians, and among other doctrines
taught by him was that he could cure them, so that there was no need of calling on the agency
physician. As nearly every Pawnee at one time believed implicitly in this '.'Messiah," his
teachings as regards disease to a great extent counteracted uny influence that I may have had.
I am glad to inform you that they are losing faith in the "Messiah's" power to heal, and are
returning to me for treatment.
There is little or no change in the sanitary condition of this agency. It is impossible to do
much in the way of improving their sanitary condition except at the school and agency, where
I can have direct and personal supervision.
Allow me to thank you for the assistance that you have always promptly rendered me in
carrying out my work at this agenccy.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
G. H. PHILLIPS,
Agency Physician.
D. J. M. WOOD,
U. S. Indian Agent.
SIR

:

;

Pawnee has a nice church which is regularly attended by all.
Some of the Pawnees are intelligent enough to occupy high positions in church
or state. One of the judges is now studying law, and the influences of civilization are taking fast hold of the Pawnees, which marks an advance all along the
And now we pass to
line.

OAKLAND SUBAGENCY.
Eeservation.
Oakland subagency is situated 12 miles northwest of Ponca Agency,
west bank of the Shakaska River, and has no post-office, railroad, or telegraphic
communication. It is a nice tract of land, through which meanders the Salt
Fork River. This reservation is occupied by the Tonkawa Indians, who at one
time were a prosperous tribe and aided Mlong the Mexican border in the State
of Texas to preserve peace for the United States.
This tribe is decreasing in
number, numbering at this time 66 Indians:

Males
Females

__

29

.

... 37

Indians over 20 who can read
Indians under 20 who can read
__
Indians who can use English enough for ordinary purposes
Children of school age* males 8, females 6

._

6
11

48
14

There have been no houses built for this tribe during- the year, but rerairs
have been furnished.

Whole number of acres under fence
Rods of fence made during the year
Number of allotments
Number of families living on their allotments
Wheat raised the past year
Corn

Potatoes
Onions

Beans
Melons

".

.

150
200
67
7
.

bushels

do
do
do

'.

.

500
1,000
20

.....do
2,

5
4
000
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Pumpkins

Hay cut
Number

1.

tons..
of horses

owned by the

tribe

Mules
Swine

000
100
62
1

30

During the year the Cherokee Colnmission. heretofore
came and commenced negotiations with the Tonkawas and succeeded
spoken
in purchasing their surplus lands at such a figure that if the purchase had been
approved by an act of Congress a much better satisfied condition would now be
Cherokee Commission.

1

of,

apparent. Some of these Indians claim that they never will receive this purchase money. I speak of this to show how much better it would be for Congress
to deal promptly with the Indians, thus giving them greater influence with them.
This reservation adjoins the Cherokee Strip and is visited almost daily by land
prospectors, who are sighing for the land and reporting more than they know
about the condition of these Indians, thus endeavoring to create a false impression of the work of this subagency. The Tonkawa Indians, I hope, will make
more advancement when the money for the sale of their lands is paid them and
the strip contiguous to their reservation is opened.
There is at this subagency one general mechanic in charge who looks out for
the interests of these Indians and makes his report weekly to the Ponca office,
where all correspondence should be addressed.
School.
There is at this subagency a small day school, with one teacher, who
not only acts as teacher, but matron, seamstress, cook, etc. The school maintained a good average during the past year, and the Tonkawas appreciate the
school. The attention of the pupils denotes an interest remarkable in pupils of
their years. The school has been a complete success the past year.
Police.
There are employed at this agency two police privates and one interpreter. These police do their duty like men and are courageous and orderly.
These Indians love to dance, but are gradually decreasing, owing partly to this
cause. The sanitary report of this subagency will appear in the Otoe report.
Asking attention to' the wants of these Indians of the Tonkawa tribe, I pass to
the

OTOK SUBAGENCY.
due south of Ponca Agency, on the south side of
a daily mail; post-office. Oloe, Okla., is 6 miles from
the depot, and has no telegraphic communication. All correspondence should
be addressed to this office.
Agency employes. There are employed at this agency 1 clerk, 1 blacksmith, 1
carpenter. 1 additional farmer, 1 physician, who has had change of Ponca, Otoe,
and Oakland agencies, 2 assistants to the carpenter and blacksmith, 1 interpreter, 1 laborer, and^l herder.
The white employes at Otoe have done so well that many of them graduated during the year, and their lines, I trust, have fallen in more pleasant p' aces.
Their places have been filled by more able men. It seems impossible to employ
Indians at this agency with success; they work for awhile and become tired and
wander away. And yet I want to say I see some improvement in this direcThe blacksmith was at this agency when I took charge, and has so contion.
ducted himself that he remains a worthy man, competent, industrious, and of
sound political tendencies. He, with others now in the employ, deserve praise
for their application to business and the way their duties are discharged, and
BO for the latter half of the year harmony has prevailed.

Otoe subagency

is

10 miles

Red Rock Creek; has

This tribe numbers

Census of Indians.

Males
Females

362.

.;

Mixed bloods
Indians who wear citizens' dress
Indians who wear citizens' dress in part
Indians over 20 years who can read
Indians under 20 years who can read
_
Indians who can use English for ordinary purposes
Children of school age males 42, females 40
-

:

-

179
188
115
131
231
32
83
152
82

Six dwelling houses have been built during the year by Indians.
The Otoe Reservation consists of 129,113 acres, of which about three-fourths
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under fence, with 3,085 rods

of fence

raised

.bushels..

Wheat

do
do
do
do
do
do
do

Oats

Cora
Potatoes
Turnips

Onions
Beans
Melons
cut
Wood cut and sold
Freight transported with their

tons..

Hay

cords _ .

own teams

-

pounds ..

3,000
200
15,000
310
5
5

200
300
203
151,610

They own
--- 320

Horses
Mules

16
43
88

Cattle

Swine

9

Goats
Domestic fowls

337

Which shows over

last year a great improvement.
In some directions the Otoes are making advancement in civilization, but so
far fail to recognize the worth of a home. Although we have now upon the reservation 70 houses, these are occupied only a part of the time, for at different
times during the year the Otoes will leave their homes and congregate at some
given point and in due time commence to dance.
The "Messiah" craze struck the tribe and I found it necessary to institute
rigid discipline to discontinue it, and had an Otoe Indian, Buffalo Black, arrested
and sent to Wichita for safe-keeping. This put a quieting effect upon the Indians but it was not until I told them plainly that no annuities would be paid
them until this was discontinued and they returned to their homes and commenced the care of their farms, that they entirely quit the dance, which I have
succeeded in having them do. At this time Otoe Indians are quiet and orderly
and applying themselves to the agricultural pursuits of life, although it is a
fact that they do not like to work. Show me an Indian who does and I will
show you a monstrosity. They will not unless driven to it by actual necessity.
The scriptural injunction, "By the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread,"
should be exemplified in the Indian service, and is upon all of these reservations.
I tell these Indians they must work and earn their own living or at least make
an effort, and then if the crop fails the Government will assist them, and not
;

before.
Court of Indian offenses At this agency we have a court of Indian offenses which
composed of men far in advance of the remainder of the tribe, and is composed
These men
of Richard White Horse, Samuel Hudson, and William Faw Faw.

is

wear citizen dress and are progressive, and administer the law with
equity.

At

justice

and

captain and 7 private police. As it is
with wo. k so it is with the Indian police. 1 find it hard work to retain them in the
service, and a hard matter to keep them looking neat and clean. They do not
like to enforce an order when it conflicts with the tribal customs, but I think we
are gaining ground and Otoe is moving forward.
Decoration day.
Decoration Day was observed by agency and school employe's
and the Indians with appropriate ceremonies.
Lands in severalty. Miss Helen P. Clark, special allotting agent, allotted, so I
Indian police.

am

informed,

this

all of

agency we have

the Otes except 77.

1

Why she did

not allot these

I

am

un-

able to say. The Otes displayed much opposition to the allotment, but finally
their ardor cleared and cooled and the allotments were made, except the num-

ber given above.
School.
The Otoe school is situated in the heart of the agency, too near for
comfort and quiet and prosperity. The school buildings are frame and are situated near together, and if a fire should break out it would burn the whole structure in thirty minutes. The water supply at Otoe school is not sufficient to supply the school or render assistance in case of fire. The school is compelled to
haul water in barrels. I have done my best to remedy this evil, but my efforts
have been fruitless and the water supply remains the same,
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The school has been troubled with frequent changes during the year, which
caused the school to make much less advancement than it might have done with
an organized force that was settled and attentive to their duties. The present
management has proven a success so far. but now I learri changes are contemplated which will injure the school to some extent the corning year.
School employes are 1 superintendent and teacher, 1 teacher, J matron, 1 seamstress, 1 assistant seamstress, 1 cook, 1 assistant cook, 1 industrial teacher, and
1 laborer. These employes are diligent, courteous, happy, and contented.
The school has an attendance of 07, with an average attendance of 57 1, with
91 days of school. The school raised
:

Wheat
Corn

.

bushels.. 200
do
500

..-_

Potatoes

do

Turnips
Onions
Melons.

..do

Hay

cut

:
Land farmed
The school should enlarge the farm and fence a
done the coming year.

100
25'

do

10
500
tons.- 40
---.
-..acres.- 75
pasture,

which

I

hope to see

I invite attention to the following dairy report, which shows the condition of
the school in this direction, a much-needed industry in assisting the school to-

wards self-support:
OTOE AGENCY, OKLA., July 7, 1892.
SIR: Replying to your communication of June 23 concerning the dairy at Otoe school, I would
reply as follows:
When I took charge of the school. January 1, 18^2, they were milking but 2 cows, getting but
At the same time there were 2 or 3 other cows with quite large
2 or 3 gallons of milk per day.
calves running with them. These were brought in and milked. During the latter part of
January and through February we had milk for children to drink once each day. About the
1st of March we began to make butter, having several cows fresh at this time. At one time we
had 11 cows in the yard; during June we had 9 cows.
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The peculiarities of the medical service, like other departments of the Indian service, is not
generally correctly understood. An honest physician's work among Indians whose minds are
full of prejudice for the white race is one of much responsibility and more importance than is
"
"
usually accorded by the public. All Indian tribes have ''medicine men or "God talkers in
whom they have always had implicit faith, and when they fail to produce rain or anything else
which they assume to do they are thought no less of by their blind followers. Their presence
is generally sought and nearly always welcomed at the couch of the sick.
They sometimes use
to the localities in which they live, and they occaa few medicinal plants which are indigenous
"
" because
the
their
victims
to
do not know the
hasten
hunting
happy"
ground
they
sionally
therapeutic value of the crude articles administered. They oppose the civilization of their
to
the
shrewd
see
of
their
vocation
are
end
in
Indian
and
enough
generally
citizenship.
people
It will be observed that while the Poncas greatly outnumber the Otoes there were more cases
treated among Otoes than were treated among the Poncas. The explanation is found in the
fact that the physician's residence is on the Otoe Reservation, and on which reservation the
greater part of his time was spent. It should also be stated that the number of Ponca cases
treated was but a small part of the whole number which should have had medical care.
There were about 18 births and 30 deaths among the Otoes during the year. Many deaths occurred in the persons of infants, confirmed invalids, and the aged, during the epidemic of
influenza last winter and spring. There are no better physical specimens among Indians
than the Otoes are, and while a majority of them dress more or less like citizens, they are too
well satisfied with themselves as Indians to observe the laws of health. When sick they are
"
all willing to take our medicine, but most of them desire treatment by some "medicine man
at the same time. What one course of treatment fails to do they hope to accomplish by the
other. When the patient dies under these circumstances, as he frequently does, they feel no
remorse of conscience they did all they could.
There were about 17 births and 23 deaths among the Poncas during the year. Many of these
deaths were from pulmonary tuberculosis and cholera infantuin. The Poncas are not as
strong physically as Otoes, and the pulmonary and lymphatic forms of tuberculosis are very
among them also.
prevalent among them. There are" some cases of syphilis
The Poncas have a great many medicine men " to whom they too give liberal
A great number of them desire our medicines, and when the first dose fails to affect apatronage.
cure many
of them lose faith and throw the medicine away. All Indians do more or less of it, but the
Poncas seem to be ahead. Personally they are filthy in nearly every sense of the word, and
continue to consume as food the flesh of almost any animal whether sweet or putrid. They are
scavengers.
There were 3 births and 3 deaths among the Tonkawas at Oakland Agency during the year.
Many of their number are now getting old, ana some of the men view with alarm the fact that
they are raising but few children. They fear extinction. The women are averse to child-bearing, and it is claimed that by the use of some wild plant they effectually avoid the presence of
the prattling babe when they choose to do so. Many of the Indians like our medicines, while,
on the other hand, a few yet prefer Indian treatment for everything.
Your obedient servant,

W.
D. J. M.

U. S.

MCKAY DOTJGAN,

Agency Physician.

WOOD,
Indian Agent.

I have the honor to say in conclusion that while there have a
great many
things occurred to mar our feelings and depreciate ourselves in our own estimation, we desire to return our thanks to the honorable Commissioner and his
clerical force for the unanimity of action that we have experienced in the
past
year. While we are not infallible, we believe we have moderately succeeded
in these agencies, and have received many words of commendation from those
who have formerly visited these agencies and have known them in the past, and
now see the improvement marked upon our every hand.
hope to see greater
improvements the coming year than we have in the past, and have the honor to
respectfully ask your cooperation for the coming year, and remain,

We

Very

respectfully,

D.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

J.

M. WOOD,

U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF OTOE BOARDING SCHOOL.
OTOE BOARDING SCHOOL,, July 1, 1892.
herewith submit the annual report of the Otoe boarding school for the fiscal year
idmg June 30, 1892. Enrolled for year: Males 32. females 31; total 66. Average daily attendSIB

ance,

:

I

DOjjVj.

The children have, with very few exceptions, enjoyed good health, there being few cases of
severe illness. We have one death to report, I will state, however, that this death did not occur
in the school building. The boy's
parents, at the request of the physician, were allowed to take
the child to camp, where he died.
Use of English. All children in the school have been
required to use the English language exclusively.

Whenever a pupil has been heard talking his own language he has been repriAsa result of this policy they all converse well in English,

ed or punished for so doing.

even those

who have

spent but one year in the school being able to speak the language quite
Sabbath school and Sabbath evening song service have been
kept up during the year. During
tie past six months we have
enjoyed an occasional sermon from Agent Wood and others.

W611.

8397

I

A

26
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Employes. The employes in the school at present are satisfactory, earnest workers. I regret
same cannot be said of all who have been employed in the school during the year. The
changes have been frequent and numerous. Of the entire force employed at the beginning of
school
the
year there is but one remaining. These changes have frequently left vacancies
which were not filled for some time, leaving the work in those departments of the school in an
unsatisfactory condition. I trust that we may be able to retain all satisfactory employ6s
throughout the year, as the frequent changes are evidently detrimental to the best interests of

that the

the school.
Improvements. Our improvements on the farm have consisted of about 1 mile of new wire
fence, enlarging the pasture; 20 acres of new land broken out, thus increasing our cultivating
land to 70 acres; also an addition to the orchard of about 500 fruit trees and about 300 small
fruit. A large percentage of these is growing nicely.
In the matter of building, we have now in course of construction a two-story addition, the
lower floor of which is to be used as a reception room and the upper floor as a sewing room.
Also an addition to the kitchen.
A new woven wire fence has been placed in front of the school yard.
Stock. The stock on the farm is all in good condition. During the past quarter the cows
have furnished plenty of milk for the children to drink, and for the greater part of the time
they have had butter once each day and cottage cheese frequently.
Of the 50 acres now in cultivation 20 acres were sown to wheat, 25 planted in corn, and 5
planted in garden and potatoes. The wheat has been harvested in good condition. The corn
has been well cultivated and is growing well. With a favorable season we shall have a good
yield. The garden has furnished an ample supply of vegetables for the table for some time.
The potatoes promise a good yield.
Water supply. Our greatest need for the coming year is some means of furnishing well water
to the school. The cisterns have during most of the time furnished enough water for laundry
and toilet purposes, but the cistern water is unfit for cooking or drinking purposes. The
windmill has been so badly out of repair for the past three months that it has furnished practically no water fur the school. We have therefore been compelled to haul or carry all water
used for cooking or drinking during that time. This method is very unsatisfactory, as water
that has stood for several hours exposed to the sun in open barrels is not desirable for drinking
purposes, yet we were often unable to avoid the use of such.
The school year closed with the usual entertainment. On account of the absence of one
teacher, and of my own sickness at the time, a part of the children did not receive the drilling
necessary, yet they acquitted themselves with credit, many of them showing quite a little
talent for acting.
Altogether, I believe the year has been a prosperous one, and that the pupils have made
marked advancement. Yet the progress might have been greater if the dit'ficitlties of which I
have spoken had not stood in the way. Trusting that, by harmonious action on the part of all
concerned, all such difficulties may be removed, and that the coining year may be more prosperous than the past, 1 am,

Yours respectfully,

LEWIS

D.

WATERS,

Superin tendent.

D.

M. WOOD,

J.

U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OP SAC AND FOX AGENCY.
SAC AND Fox AGENCY, OKLA., September

1, 1892.

submit my third annual report of affairs at this
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
The jurisdiction of this agency extends over a large area of country occupied
by five tribes, viz, the Sac and Foxes, lowas, Kickapoos, Absentee Shawnees,
and Citizen Band of Pottawatomies, all of which have been allotted land excepting the Mexican Kickapoos, who are located by executive order on a reservation
lying southwest of this agency between the Deep' Fork and North Fork oi' the
Canadian River, containing about 200,000 acres.
The following table represents by tribes the number of Indians under this
agency

SIR
agency
:

I

have the honor

:

Tribe.

to
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nees, but the usual amount of land farmed by the Indian is a patch of ground
from 5 to 20 acres upon which he raises corn and garden stuff sufficient for
home consumption. The advent of railroads into this country will create a
market which will encourage the Indian to do more extensive farming he already realizes that a change is upon him and that he must till the soil for a
livelihood.
Allotments.
It is too soon to really determine the practical effect the allotment
laws will have, but it is sufficiently evident that it will be beneficial to the Indians under j urisdiction of this agency. I should say that at present three- fourths
of them are now residing on and improving allotted land.
It should be understood that in making the allotments land was given to every
person ; thus it will be seen that a large family would hold a large tract of land.
For example, one Sac and Fox family of 12 members possess 1,940 acres, which is
all fenced and utilized for farming and stock purposes (this is an exceptional
case), while other large families may be living on the allotment of one of the
parents or children and the balance of the land belonging to the family re-

maining entirely unimproved.

Indians, like all other people, differ in their habits and inclinations; some are
industrious and thrifty, while as a rule they are shiftless and lazy, a natural reThere is a general desire on the part of the
sult of their former mode of life.
Indians to have their allotments improved, and they talk a great deal but do not
seem to have the energy and disposition to accomplish much. My impression
is that many of them will wait for "something to turn up," whereby they can
their allotments improved by someone else, either by leasing or otherwise,
fet
here is more hope in the generation coming on, as our school boys are very
good to work under supervision of the industrial teachers. The establishment
of residence upon allotments and the consequent separation of the Indians and
abandonment of camps and villages already manifests a weakening of tribal relations and doing away or diminishing of old forms and ceremonies, and has a
tendency to develop individuality and independence of character.
There are three bands now residing upon allotted land and at the same time
evading, so far as possible, the true meaning and intent of the allotment law.
One is the Mo-ko-ho-ko band of Sac and Foxes, under Chief Paw-she-paw-ho,
numbering over 100 persons, who have always held aloof from the main tribe and
have never taken part in the councils or patronized the schools, and have always been considered stubborn and rebellious. This band have taken their allotments all contiguous and fenced the entire tract, placing gates on section -line
roads. They live in groups, breaking and cultivating land without regard to individual ownership. Yet I must say that this band is above the average for
sobriety, honesty, industry, and thrift, notwithstanding their determination not
to follow the ways of the white man.
Big Jim's band of Absentee Shawnees, numbering about 200 persons, have
never signified acceptance of their allotments, which were made to them arbitrarily, yet in such manner as would cover their improvements, so far as practicable.
They still reside upon, occupy, and farm these lands the same as
they did prior to the allotment. This band is also above average for industry.
There is a small band of lowas under Chief Hot-chi-see, who are disaffected,
and were allotted arbitrarily. They have up to this time refused to receive their
sin-plus land money and have not yet signified the acceptance of their allotments. They have given bad counsel not only in their own tribe, but to the
xican Kickapops, whose land has not yet been allotted.
The Mexican Kickapoo Reservation, containing about 2,000,000 acres, has been
negotiated for by the United States, through the Cherokee Commission, and
when approved by Congress may be allotted and opened to whits settlement.
This is a good agricultural and grazing- tract, situated between the Deep Fork
and North Fork of the Canadian River, west of the Sac and Fox country.
The decision declaring all allottees citizens of the United States, and that their
personal property was subject to taxation, has creat3d quite a panic among some
of the tribes and taken them by
surprise, as they understood that the twenty-five
years during which the United States is to hold their land in trust was to be
allowed them in which to prepare themselves for full citizenship. The present
year the officials of county "B" sought to assess the Shawnees. The consequence was that about one-half of them took their effects and fled to the Creek
and Cherokee country to avoid taxation, where they still remain.
In my opinion the collection of taxes from the less civilized Indians will work
a hardship and cause trouble, as they seldom keep
money on hand, in fact obtain
as much credit as they can prior to an
annuity payment, and taxes could not be

M
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collected without selling their property, and the consequence would be discouragement to the Indian in the ownership of property and an inclination to remain
in poverty rather than submit to be taxed.
Leasing of allotted lands. There is a general inclination on the part of the Indians
to lease their allotments. This I understand to be against the policy of the
Government, as it would have a tendency to defeat the objects of the allotment
system. Should authority be granted for Indians to lease their lands, nearly all
would avail themselves of the privilege and their land would be immediately taken
by whites (probably for subleasing purposes) at ridiculously low compensation and

the Indian would squander the proceeds and still live an idle, vagabond life. The
average Indian is not competent to make leases and care for his own interest. As
it would require constant watchfulness to protect him from imposition, I consider
that leasing would be detrimental, and that the land would soon become impoverished as where land is so cheap, thorough, energetic farmers prefer to work
for themselves, except that the terms of the lease be so low that there would be
no profit to the lessor. To comply with the objects of allotments the allottee
should reside upon his land, make a home and work for his living.
There have been no leases made by authority at this agency.
While it would probably be a benefit to some Indians to lease their lands it
would be detrimental to the future prospects of the Indian except in cases provided by section 3 of the act of Congress (chap, 383, 26 Stats., 795) approved February 28, 1891, which provides that whenever it shall appear to the agent in
charge that by reason of age or other disability an allottee can not with benefit
to himself occupy or improve his allotment or any part thereof, that the same
may be leased upon tarms, regulations, conditions, etc., prescribed by the honorable Secretary of the Interior. It is my opinion that a general system of leasing allotments should be discouraged, if not entirely prohibited.
Education.
The educational work the past year has been very successful and
promises to be much better the coming year.
The Sac and Fox school located at this agency is partly sustained by tribal
funds, $5,000 being annually set aside by treaty stipulation, which adds "greatly
to its support. This is a reservation industrial boarding school for which is reserved 640 acres of land. Of this 320 acres is now under fence in several different lots, about 80 acres under cultivation, including a bearing orchard of
about 10 or 12 acres, furnishing fruit in abundance.
The school buildings are old and poor, much in need of better water service
and repairs, with a capacity for accommodation of 30 or 40 pupils and often
crowded with an attendance of from 50 to 60. This, however, has been remedied
by the Sac and Foxes, who are determined to progress. They have appropriated
;

their tribal funds $13,000 for the erection of new school buildings, which are
process of construction, with a capacity for 100 or more pupils, which,
with the old buildings properly repaired, will be sufficient to accommodate
nearly all the children of the tribe of school age.
The Absentee Shawnee school, which is also a reservation industrial boarding
school, is located 38 miles southwest of the agency, on the south bank of the
Canadian River, on the Pottawatomie Reservation. This school is supported
entirely by the Government. The buildings are more convenient and much
better arranged than those of the school at the agency, with a capacity for
about 50 pupils, with often an attendance of 75 to 80 there is also necessity for
repairs and better water service. For this school is reserved 320 acres of land
160 of which is fenced in several lots, 60 acres under cultivation, including an
orchard of 7 or 8 acres, bearing an abundance of very fine fruit.
The Pottawatomies have no school of their own, but h ive the benefit of St.
Benedict's industrial boarding school, which is usually awarded a 50-pupil contract by the Government. This is an extensive Catholic mission, located in the
Pottawatomie country, about 65 miles south and west of h 3 agency, on the north
side of the South Canadian River, and has been of gt-eat benefit to these Indians,
not only as furnishing school facilities, but in acts of charity and furnishing em-

o>f

now under

;

;

ployment with compensation.
The Pottawatomies have a school fund already appropriated of nearly $50,000
from which suitable buildings should be erected and a reservation boarding
school established, conveniently located, with a capacity for 100 pupils, for the
accommodation of this tribe.
The lowas and Mexican Kickapoos are poorly provided with educational facilities, notwithstanding the Society of Friends have honestly endeavored, in
connection with their missionary work, to teach some of the children of these
1 am satisfied that no success can be attained in st
tribes.
curing an attendance
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and educating these children except in a Government boarding- school, and would
therefore recommend that as soon as practicable a reservation boarding school
be established on the half section of land reserved in the Kickapoo country for
school and agency purposes, of sufficient capacity to accommodate both of these
tribes.
The Baptists, Society of Friends,
Missionary.
doing faithful missionary work.

and Benedictine Fathers are each

The Baptists have the Sac and Fox tribe, the work being under charge of the
Rev. William Hurr, an excellent Ottawa Indian.
The work of the Society of Friends, under the supervision of the Rev. Charles
W. Kirk, is confined to the Iowa and Kickapoo tribes, a hard field in which to
accomplish much, but I have reason to believe that they are meeting with some
success.

The Benedictine Fathers at St. Benedict's College, located at Sacred Heart,
under supervision of Rev. Father Thomas Duperon, are doing excellent work
among the Pottawatomies.
There are two physicians under this agency, one for the agency,
Sanitary.
Sac and Fox Mississippi School and the Sac and Fox tribe, the other located at
Shawneetown, whose duty it is to look after the Absentee Shawnee School, and
the Mexican Kickapoos.
With the exception of an epidemic of measles at the Absentee Shawnee School
the health of the schools has been excellent.
Climate.
With the exception of the months of July and August, which are
often subject to drought, we have a delightful climate. There has been considerable malaria the past year, probably from the decay of vegetation, consequent
upon the breaking of a vast amount of. new ground by the settlers. I know of no
reason why it should not be very healthy as the country becomes older and thoroughly settled.
Gambling and drinking. These evils prevail to a greater extent than prior to the
opening of the country to white settlement. As the control has largely passed
from the power of the agent to that of the Territorial authorities, where, as in
all new countries, the whisky element exerts a large influence, the professional
gambler and whisky venders have a much better chance to ply their avocations; yet I must confess that I have had less annoyance from these sources than
I

had anticipated.

Indian police. The force authorized is 1 captain and 8 privates. I can not make
favorable report on the work performed by them the past year. The police
force of this agency have done some good work in the way of ridding the country of horse thieves and outlaws, but as suppressors of the whisky traffic they

have never been counted a success.
The only means of making an efficient police force at this agency would be to
place them under the control of a competent white captain, who should receive
an annual salary of $(500. The force could then be reduced sufficiently to pay
such a salary; such a force would give ample and good service.
Court of Indian offenses. The Territory being under the jurisdiction of the laws
of Oklahoma, there is no need for a court of Indian offenses.
Conclusion.
Since my last report a great change has taken place. Within the
year 1,280,000 acres of land under the jurisdiction of this agency have been
thrown open to settlement, nearly all of which, except that allotted to the Indians, has been claimed and is now occupied by white settlers, many of whom
have in this short time planted and raised enough crops for home consumption.
Thriving towns have sprung up; business and speculation is brisk. Thus, in
less than one short year American " pluck" has converted this "howling wilderness " into a populous thriving farming community.
In the midst of this enterprising settlement the Indian allottee has his land,

which is unalienable for twenty-five years. Thus it will be seen that the white
and red man and his descendants will be toiling side by side in coming years. Let
us hope that the skill, industry, and thrift of the white settler will afford an example which shall prove a source of profit and advantage to his Indian neighbor.
Annual statistics and reports herewith inclosed.
Thanking you for past courtesy, I am, sir,
Your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL L. PATRICK,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

U. S. Indian Agent.

"
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REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT SAC AND Fox AGENCY.
SAC AND Fox AGENCY, OKLA., September

1892.

i,

my first annual report, being for fiscal year
ending June 30, 1892.
I have treated during the year at the agency and camps 235 individual Indians and 16 individual whites. The total number of cases treated during the same period have been reported
monthly in my sanitary reports. Aside from the individuals that have come under my treatment there have been, no doubt, an equal number that have applied for and received medicine
dispensed to them for use in their own way. Of these cases there is no recced kept, and for that
reason the exact number receiving drugs in this way can not be given.
SIB: As per your request, I submit herewith

sel

child of

premature

birth.

It is equally difficult for me to give the number of births, as these women do not need the aid
of a physician during confinement, nor do they report the births occurring. I have attended
four Indian women daring their confinement this year.
The rnos^t common diseases met with among these Indians are conjunctivitis, bronchitis
(acute), rheumatism (muscular), and the different malarial diseases. The health of the tribe
in general is, I think, as good as could be expected among a people living as these Indians have,
vi'/., in villages of bark houses and tents, and crowded, dirty camps.
.
I have had several interesting surgical cases, the most important being a fracture of the
femur or thigh bone at the junction of the upper with the middle third. This was a simple
fractui'e and the result of treatment was very satisfactory to me, notwithstanding the fact that
the dressing was interfered with for some little time before I could stop it. Another was a dislocation at the elbow joint, with the end of the humerus protruding through the skin. The patient was a young boy, and the reduction and dressing were followed by rapid recoveiy
The health of the children at the school has been good for the past year, as you will no doubt
have noticed by
monthly reports. There has been no epidemic of any kind in the school, as
When I first came to the agency, in April, 1891, there were a great number
I have stated before.
of children affected with conjunctivitis, acute and subacute, but that yielded promptly to treatment, and at this time they are nearly quite free from that disease. Although the school building is old and too small to accommodate the mimber of children attending, it has been kept
clean and in as good sanitary condition as possible. The new building now being completed
will be a great improvement in all respects.
It is a very difficult matter to say how much improvement these Indians have made in regard
to the employment of their physician in preference to their medicine man." Of course there
is but little hope of converting the older ones,, and the influence chese exert over the younger
ones prevents their applying to me for medical attendance in a great many cases, while if left
to their own inclinations there would be but little trouble experienced in persuading them to
abandon their "medicine man." However, a great many of them I believe appreciate the physician's service and dispensary.
Very respectfully,
.

my

'

J. C.

,

SUTTON,

Agency Physician.

SAMUEL, L. PATRICK,
U. 8.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AMONG MEXICAN KICKAPOOS.
SAC AND Fox AGENCY, OKLA.,

September

i,

1892.

SIB: About three-fourths of the cases recorded among the Absentee Shawnee Indians came
to the office for treatment, except children in school; those I visited daily.
The Shawnees are all abandoning their medicine men and I am told by the Shawnees themselves that they seek my services more than any other physician they ever had.
The Mexican Kickapoo Indians come to the office for my services about three-fourths of the
time, or about three-fourths of the cases recorded come to receive treatment from me. From
the best reliable source I find and learn that they are using Indian medicine less than ever be" medicine
man's " family, and on different times he has
fore. I have visited and treated their
come after medicine for himself and family. All Kickapoo Indians that have been under my
treatment declare they have discarded the use of Indian medicines. I have had good success so
far, and I think given entire satisfaction.
These Indians also tell me that they have discarded the use of medicines of other tribes and
are having much more confidence in their physician than in former times.
Respectfully,
B. F. HAMILTON,
Physician for Mexican, Kickapooa.
SAMUEL. L. PATBICK,
U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF FIELD MATRON AMONG MEXICAN KICKAPOOS.
KICKAPOO MISSION,

Sac and Fox Agency, OLla., August 15, 1892.
SIR: On the 25th of April, 1892, I began my duties as field matron for the Mexican Kickapoos.
Since that time to the present date I have visited nearly all of their homes and many of them
a number of times, making in all 35 families visited and about 180 visits made. Counting chil-

dren and all who have come to our Mission Home we have had over 800 visits from them, and
as I have thus mingled, with them day by day I find it a very needy field, calling loudly for
sympathy and help.
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The difficulties in the way are groat. The women are so ignorant and so satisfied in their
ignorance that ii will require long-continued, patient, earnest effort, aided by wisdom and
power from above, to lead them in the desired way. Yet their case is not hopeless, for they
are very friendly and apt enough to learn anything that does not conflict too much with their
superstitious ideas.

They have no houses only those the women make of poles covered with bark for summer and
with flag matting for winter; no windows, one mat for a door; no chairs, bed, or table; but an
elevated platform on three sides of the room serves the purpose for all. They have no stoves;
instead, a fire on the earth floor with an open space in the roof for escape of smoke.
Their cooking utensils consist of iron ovens, brass kettles, and a coffeepot. They have some
dishes, but few of the families have sufficient for all, and several will sit very contentedly
around a wooden bowl and eat their soup in their respective turns from one wooden ladle.
They wash their clothing at a creek, without washboard or tub and often without soap. The
women carry all the water, cut the wood, build the houses, and aid in planting and tending the
crops, besides their housework and sewing.
When they can afford it they have coffee and flour, but their food is mostly corn, which they
pound into meal or hominy, beans, and pumpkin, which they raise on their small fields. They
are also able still to procure some wild game.
They are very fond of light-bread, and their interest in making it is increasing. At first I
had to watch when they would have flour; take yeast and show them how to use it; but of
late several have come to ask for yeast. If they had a more convenient way of baking it they
would enjoy it more, and some express a wish for cooking stoves.
Many of them have been bringing their sewing to our mission that we may aid by stitching
on the machine. This makes a good opportunity to give instruction and suggestions about
cutting and fitting, a great deal is done in this line for them. I have also had very profitable and
pleasant times with the small girls, and when I visit a villag
or two wik-e-ups, I take with me pieces for patchwork, needles, and thread. As the little ones
gather around me each one is supplied and taught, and when the class work closes each receives as her own what she has pieced. They are very much delighted with this kind of work
and try to do just as they are shown. Their hearts are open wide for teaching and aiding in caring for their sick. Some bring their suffering ones, others send for me to come and see them.
What
I have had more than one hundred applications for medicine, which I have furnished.
has been done in this direction has won their confidence more than anything else and created
between
which
makes
and
them
more
to
of
trust
bond
to
a
us,
friendship
willing
sympathy
my
guidance in other matters.
Having our home right among them gives many opportunities for teaching them which we
could not have in any other way. When they visit us we try to make whatever work we are
engaged in an object lesson to them.
Surrounded as they are by temptations to drink, we find great need of temperance work.
More than thirty of their men and boys have promised to drink no more and are wearing the
little knot of blue ribbon.
We have Bible reading and prayer with all of them who will come to meet with us, and we are
pleased to note that their interest seems to be rather on the increase. The average number in
attendance has increased in the past month from 9 to about 10.
We greatly need a good interpreter.

Very

SAMUEL

respectfully,

ELIZABETH TEST,
Field Matron.

L..

U. S.

PATRICK,
Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SAC AND Pox OF MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL.
SAO AND FOX OF MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL,

Sac and Fox Agency, Okla., September 1, 1892.
SIR: In compliance with office instructions I have the honor to submit to you my first annual
report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
Having taken charge on July 1, 1891, 1 find that as far as the history of the school is concerned
I am unable to give any, as no records have been kept for reference.
Farm. The farm consists of 640 acres, lying in an irregular form, of which a very small portion is fit for tillage until it is cleared and grubbed ready for the plow. A great part of the
farm, being rough and rocky, can be of no use but for pasture. Of the 640 acres we have now
320 acres under fence, of which 70 acres are under cultivation, 10 acres in orchard, the balance
in pasture and meadow land.
Industries. With the exception of one band nearly all the Indians are perfectly willing that
their children shall attend school and take part in the industrial work, and they often visit the
school and seem to take pleasure in watching the children doing the work to which they have

been detailed.

With the help of the large boys, we have planted 45 acres of corn, 8 acres of millet, 6 acres of
oats, and about 6 acres of garden, the larger part of the garden being planted in sweet corn,
popcorn, and potatoes.
Besides the farm work and chores, to which the boys have been detailed regularly, such as
caring for the horses, cows, and hogs, they have, with the assistance of some of the employe's,
chopped and hauled all the wood for the school (in all some 180 cords) and made and set fence
posts enough to inclose 200 acres of land for pasture and meadow, setting posts 16 feet apart
and putting on three wires.
The work done by the girls I also deem worthy of mention, having been regularly detailed
to assist in the work in the dormitories, kitchen, laundry, and sewing room. The number of
girls able to assist in the department mentioned is quite small, owing to the larger girls being
transferred to Chilocco and other larger schools. Yet I find a few of the girls that are able to
cook, wash, iron, and sew quite well, considering their ages. There can, of course, be no report
of the amount of work that has been done in the different
departments except the sewing. I
find in the sewing department that there have been made during the year 106 dresses, 55
pairs of drawers, 42 skirts, 72 aprons, 72 pillowcases, 46 towels, 65 shirts, 89 napkins, 17 night
dresses, 55 sheets, and other pieces enough in all to make 733.
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Buildings. The buildings used for school and quarters are poorly arranged, poorly ventilated,
need repairing, and lack room to accommodate the number of pupils that usually attend school.
Two new buildings are now under process of erection, one being an addition to the present
old school building, with two rooms for school use and an assembly room above. The other
building for quarters for the girls will be large, well ventilated, with plenty of dormitories, a
large dining room and kitchen. It is expected that all pupils and employes will take their
meals in this building. When these buildings are completed I think we will have ample room
to accommodate all children of school age in the tribe.
We are in need of a building to be used as a corn crib and wagon house, which, besides the
storing of corn, can be used to store wagons, mowers, rakes, plows, etc. It will also be necessary to have a workshop built at as early date as possible, as it is sadly needed, in which to
do repairing and keeping tools. A building or out-cellar will be needed at the new quarters in
which milk, canned fruit, etc., can be kept.
Gradation. The attendance has been very regular after the children entered the school; but
owing to the Indians moving on their allotments, and requiring the assistance of the children in
looking after their ponies, and help in fixing up their homes for the winter, some difficulties were
experienced in securing a good attendance at the opening.
I find it necessary to make some changes to conform with the new course of study as laid
down by the Department.
Nearly all the parents are very anxious to have their children learn to read, write, spell, and
use the English language, and keep their children in school quite regularly.
All the national holidays have been appropriately observed, as well as the closing exercises

of the school.
Crops. The garden, especially the early garden, has been excellent, the children having a good
supply of peas, beans, onions, radishes, lettuce, and corn, and potatoes for table use. A large
quantity of sweet corn is being dried for winter vise. The corn bids fair for an excellent crop if
the season is favorable. Oats and millet are very good. Enough feed will be produced on the
farm this season to furnish an ample supply for winter use.
Stock. We have on hand 4 horses, 3 cows, 1 2-year old, 2 yearlings, 3 calves, and a number of
hogs. We are in need of more cows to be able to furnish milk and butter for table use for the
children. The stock of hogs is poor, being not much better than the wild hog with which they
have been running. As we now have suitable grounds fenced for keeping our hogs up some steps
should be taken at once for the improvement of our stock and cattle.
Employes. I wish to say that our present force of employes is not sufficient to keep up the
work as it should be, owing to the lack of assistance in the several departments, which can not
be obtained from a detail of pupils, who are too young to be able to assist in the work which
would necessarily be required of them. Assistants should be furnished at as early a date as
possible for the several departments.
I wish to thank you for your hearty cooperation the past year, and trust that with your assistance the coming year to increase our enrollment and have a more successful school than
during the past. I also wish to express my thanks for the assistance given us by Supervisor
Richardson and other officials during the year.
Trusting that our school will always be an honor to the Indian service, I remain,

Very

respectfully,
J.

SAMUEL

E. Ross,
Superintendent.

PATRICK,

L.

U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF BAPTIST MISSIONARY AT SAC AND Pox AGENCY.
SAC AND Fox AGENCY, OKLA., September 7, 1892.
Complying with your request, I have to report a very successful year's work at this
agency. The average attendance at my regular meetings held Sunday mornings and evenings
has been greater than for the previous year, and the attendance at the Sabbath school has also
SIB

been

:

much

increased.

I have now monthly appointments at three different points in the vicinity of the agency to
hold meetings, and have in view the establishment of a mission about 30 miles north of the
agency among the Kansas Sac and Wawkomo band. The former, as you are aware, are
greatly opposed to schools, and are much in need of religious instruction and advice. During
the coming year I hope to make frequent visits among them, and shall make an especial effort
to secure their children for the school.
Thanking you and other Government employe's for assistance rendered in our missionary

work,
I

am, very

SAMUEL

traly, yours,

WILLIAM HUBB,
Missionary.

PATRICK,

L..

U. 8.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT SAC AND Fox AGENCY.
TECUMSEH, OKLA., September 28, 1892.
ESTEEMED FRIEND In compliance with your request I herewith submit statement of missionary labors of the Society of Friends in the limits of this agency.
The work of the church has been extended during the year, so that now we have comfortable
dwellings and church and schoolhouses at Shawneetown, Tecumseh, Kickapoo Station, and
:

Iowa

Village.

of the progressive chief and council of the Kickapoo Indians, we have occupied
which we have fenced and partially broken out, and on
which a substantial i welling has been built, and a small schoolhouse is being erected. At each
of these places Bible schools and religious services are held every
Sabbath,
ery Sabbath.
Day school was taught at the lowas nine months of the year, in which 18 Indian children were

By invitation

160 acres of land in their reservation,

:'

enrolled.
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at which many of the tribes are located it is diffiOn account of the distance from the mission
"
"
keep che children in school. The ghost dance and other attractions of the Pawnees
and Otoes keep some families from the reservation most of the time, so that the average at3
of
the
8.
months
was
but
the
for
tendance
year we have had 4 Mexican KickaDuring
year
poo girls in a missionary's family, where they were taught housekeeping and letters until they
books.
the
read
could
primary
The hearty cooperation of Christian employes at the Shawnee Indian boarding school has
brought the Indian pupils regularly to the Bible school and church service throughout the
year. Our improvements now embrace four schools and meeting houses, and five dwellings,
erected at a cost of $5,115. Amount expended this year for support of missionaries, teachers,
and helpers, 82,318.
With thanks for uniform kindness and official courtesies extended in promoting our missionary efforts, I am,
Vei-y respectfully, your friend,
CHAS. W. KIRK,
cult to

Superintendent Friends Indian Mission.

SAMUEL

L. PATRICK,
U, S. Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF GRANDE RONDE AGENCY.
GRANDE RONDE AGENCY, OREGON,
Augmt

4, 1892.

SIR In compliance with the instructions of the Department of June 23, 1892,
have the honor to submit the annual report pertaining to the agency for the
:

I

past year.
Agriculture.

The

fact that these Indians are an agricultural people and depend
of their farms for their living renders this subject all-imhappy to report an increased interest in farming from last year.

upon the products
portant.

I

am

New

lands are being cleared, fields enlarged, and the general outlook is encouraging: a good crop of wheat and oats was produced, but owing to the extreme dry season the amount fell short in the number of bushels. There is one
noticeable improvement in the farming of these people, and that is that they
are giving more attention to their seed;- they are learning that one kind of
grain does not do for all kinds of land, and as I have taken pains with them this
year, and as much as was in my power furnished each man with grain suitable to
his land, he now realizes the benefits accruing to him in the sowing of theproper
grain, and a great many of them will sow fall grain this coming year, in fact are
now preparing the ground.
Stock.
They have about 400 head of horses and about 700 head of cattle; all
of them have a few swine; some have a few sheep, and all have chickens,
ducks, geese, and turkeys.
Products.
The productions for this year are as follows
:

On

school farm

Wheat

By

bushels..

Oats
Potatoes
Turnips
the Indians

_

Wheat
Oats
Potatoes
Onions

v

Beans

Hay

do
do
do

510
817
118
50

...bushels.. 4,130
do.... 14,092
do
900
do
60
do
45
tons..
800

The sanitary condition of the Indians is as good as could be expected,
Sanitary.
when we take into consideration the p evalenee ol: tubarculous diseases with
which they are more or less aft'ected. Dr. Andrew Ket-shaw, agency physician,
reports the number of Indians who have received medical treatment during- the
year, 203 births, 10 deaths, 16 on3 accidental.
Employes. The employe force of the agency proper consists of
;

;

1 physician, 1
miller and sawyer, 1 blacksmith (white men); 1 carpenter, 1 farmer, and 2 apprentices (Indians). Active employment is found for all the force, and they are
all competent and faithful in the
discharge of their dutiis.
Court of Indian offenses.
But very few crimes were committed within this agency
during the year, and these were minor ones, by Indians, for which the offenders
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were promptly tried and punished by the court of Indian offenses. This court
also heard and equitably determined several civil disputes between Indians.
Police.
The police of this agency, consisting- of six members, are selected from
among the most intelligent, orderly, and influential Indians. They are very
efficient in the duties of their office and are willing at all times to perform duty
when called upon, and are obedient to orders.
Census.
At the taking of a census July 1, there were found to be 377 Indians
:

_
Males above 18 years of age_._
Females above 14 years of age
School children between 6 and 16 years
Males
Female

*

_._
of

._

age

113
138
76

42
34

The school has had an average daily attendance of 66. The children
School.
have made some progress in their stud.es. They have performed cheerfully the
manual labor assigned them in the several departments. The girls were instructed in housework, cooking, sewing, etc., and the boys in general farm work,
care of the garden, stock, etc. The boys have been under the superior guidance of Mr. John Callaghan (industrial teacher), who, although very firm, is
kind and considerate, and by the interest and attention he has shown towards
them has obtained their confidence and respect.
I think that the morals of the Indians under my charge have imMorality.
proved some during the past year. We can not expect more from Indians than
from white people, although" I must say that, from outside criticism, one would
judge that if an Indian were not perfect in every respect it was the fault of his
agent and not through any inherent lack of the Indian himself. I inclose herewith my statistical statement.
Very

respectfully,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

E. F. LAMSON,
U. 8. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF KLAMATH AGENCY.
KLAMATTI AGENCY, OREGON,
August

15, 1892.

SIR: In compliance with office instructions I have the honor to submit my annual report of the affairs of this agency for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
Tribes represented on reservation.
There are four different tribes of Indians represented upon this reservation, viz, Klamaths, Modocs. Piutes or Snakes, and
Pitt Rivers. The Klamaths are in the majority, but the different tribes are
so interblended by marriage that there are but few full-bloods of any tribe remaining. The tribal distinctions among the Indians of this reservation are
rapidly fading away and the general name of Klamaths seems to be superseding

other distinctions.
of the Pitt River Indians here were brought here as captives, having
been captured by the Klamaths in combats between the two tribes many years
ago when they were all wild savages and were held as slaves here until they
were liberated by the Government authorities. The Pitt Rivers are generally
industrious and quite prosperous, having learned to work while held as slave's
here. There is one Pitt River Indian residing on the reservation who is the
wealthiest Indian on the reservation. He has several hundred head of horses
and cattle and is quite an intelligent man.
There are but few of the " Piutes or Snakes" left. They are inclined to wander from the reservation, and were quite obstinate and difficult to control some
years ago. but the few that are left give but little trouble and generally are lawabiding. The Piute school children learn very rapidly at school, and are among
the best children attending the boarding school.
The Modocs, notwithstanding the fact that they were engaged in war with the
Government a few years ago. are generally law-abiding and well behaved. Some
of them who were taken as prisoners to Indian Territory at the close of the Modoc war have been allowed to return to their " native land," and since their return have been law-abiding.

all

Most
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There are some notod characters still living among- the Modocs. Ex-Chief
man, supposed to be over a hundred years old, is still livHe did all he could to prevent his people from engaging in the Modoc
ing-.
war, but most of the tribe failed to heed his good advice and were led into hostilities against the Government by Capt. Jack, John Scouchin, a brother to old
" Winema" Riddle or "
Sconchin. and other lawless leaders.
Toby," as she is
sometimes called, who saved the lives of some of the peace commissioners at the
time of the Modoc massacre, when Gen. Canby was murdered, is also living,
though in poor hea'th.
Census.
I find by the census just taken for this year, which I regard as being
quite correct, that there are now upon the reservation 985 Indians, 464 of whom
are males and 521 are females; showing a gain over last year of 10 in population
and an excess of 57 females over that of males on the reservation.
Health.
The health of the Indian people during the past year has generally
been quite good, no epidemic or contagion prevailing; most of the deaths occurring have either been from old age or from chronic disease.
Location of reservation.
This reservation is beautifully located in southeastern
Oregon, in a mountain country well watered by the most beautiful streams in
the world, which are well stocked with fine mountain trout. There are fine
valleys throughout the mountains which afford good grazing and hay lands, and
some of the land is devoted to agriculture; but the altitude is so great (about
4,500 feet) that the growing of grain or vegetables is rendered quite uncertain
Scoiichin, a very old

,

and only the hardier varieties succeed.
The forests. There are some grand forests on the reservation, and under the
present wise policy of the Indian Department in prohibiting the sale by Indians
of lumber cut from live trees to parties outside of the reservation it will be many
years before the fine timber will be exhausted. The timber consists principally
of pine; but there are some cottonwood, quaking asps, juniper, and cedar trees.
Lumber cut from the pine is of excellent quality, and especially good for building purposes.

Climate.
Were it not for the great snow fall here during the winter there
would be but little fault to find with this climate but a snow fall of 3 or 4 feet
on the level, lasting from the latter part of December to the middle of April,
renders it quite objectionable, though the summer months are delightful. The
altitude here is about 4,500 feet, and at such an altitude it is not surprising that
there should be frost every month throughout the summer, rendering it almost
impossible to raise any except the hardier grains and vegetables.
The area. There is something over a million acres of land on this reservation;
but it is largely composed of mountainous country, probably three-fourths of the
area being mountainous and broken lands, not of much value except for the
timber that grows upon them. Probably about one- fourth part of the area is
composed of valleys, plains, and marshes which are quite valuable for grazing
and hay lands, wheat, rye, oats, etc.
The grain crop is almost a failure. The very late cold spring and heavy
Crops.
frosts through the early summer destroyed almost the entire grain crop.
There
was quite a large acreage ol grain sown, and the loss will be quite severe on the
people. I do not think that there will be over 500 bushels of grain thrashed on
;

the reservation this year.
Indian houses.
Many of the Indians have quite comfortable houses, and some of
them have good, plain furniture, sufficient for use. There have been some new
houses erected this year, and many of the old ones repaired and additions built on.
Horses and cattle. The people are giving more attention to raising stock than
in former years, and they are also raising stock of better grade than
formerly.
There are a great many good American horses owned by the Indians, and the
Indian ponies are not so numerous as in former years. There are probably about
2,640 horses and ponies belonging to the Indians, arid 1,620 head of cattle. The
people are beginning to recover from the effects of the hard winter of 1890-'91,
when they lost most of their stock by the protracted cold, and the great depth of
the snow.
Taking care of the old and decrepit. In my annual report of last year I urged the
importance of some provision being made for the establishment of a home for
the old and decrepit Ipdians who are not able to provide a living for themselves,
and whose relatives are not able to furnish a living for them. I again urge the
have many
importance^ some action being taken in regard to this matter.
old, decrepit people, some of whom are blind, and others suffering from physical infirmities such as render them
incapable of earning a living. It would
simply be an act of mercy on the part of the Government to care for these people
when they are no longer able to make their own living.

We
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REPORTS OF AGENTS IN OREGON.

Indian police.
The Indian police have proven themselves very efficient during
the past year, and I feel that I can not commend them too highly. I very much
regret to chronicle the fact of the death during the year of one of my most
efficient and trusty policemen, who was most foully murdered by a renegade
half-blood and another drunken Indian while in the performance of his duty. I
succeeded in prosecuting one of the criminals and landing him in the Oregon
State prison, where he will in all probability languish the rest of his natural
The other murderer escaped through a mere technicality of law. David
life.
Hill was the name of the murdered policeman, and he had ever^been a good and
true friend to the white people and a good adviser of his own people.
Indian judges.
While they have generally been conscientious in the performance of their d.uties and their decisions have generally been about correct, I
think that their services might be dispensed with and that the agent could settle
all legal matters that might come up more satisfactorily and more speedily.
The
people are continually urging the judges to bring up in court little matters that
should not be in the court at all and which consume time and do not amount to
anything. I find that the police can settle many little differences that may
arise between the people without bringing them before the agent to take up his
time and vex and annoy him.
Boarding schools. There are two Government boarding schools on this reservation. One of them, the Klamath School, located here at the agency, the other,
Yainax School, located on the eastern part of the reservation, about 40 miles
from the agency. Klamath School has had 118 scholars enrolled during the
year with an average attendance of 101 1 fully as many as could well be accommodated with our very limited accommodations. The scholars have made a
good showing, and have made considerable advancement. The superintendent
and teachers have labored assiduously to promote the bests interests of the
school, and any person who was present at the commencement exercises held at
the close of this year in the new recitation building recently completed, could
I have, during the spring and
testify that their work had not all been in vain.
summer, by authority of the Indian Department, caused to be erected a recitation building, 54i by 39, two stories high, containing three good-sized school
rooms, and a large assembly room, 38 feet 2 inches by 31 feet 1 inch. This building
was built by days' labor, and much of the work was done by Indians. All of the
doors, window-sash, etc., were made here at our mill, and all of the lumber was
sawed here. The building presents a good appearance the foundation is of
stone and well built.
I have authority to erect another building, which is greatly needed, and will
enable us to accommodate more pupils and increase the attendance at the school.
This building is to be a girls' dormitory, kitchen, dining-room, etc.
The Yainax School has had enrolled during the year 102 pupils, with an average attendance of 87.02. This is one of the best conducted Government boarding schools under control of the Indian Department. There is a most excellent
corps of teachers, and the scholars have bean advanced in their studies very
much during the past year. The school building needs repairing and repainting very badly. I have asked for authority to make these much-needed repairs,
but I have not as yet succeeded in getting it.
This school has felt the need very much of a sawmill. There is a portable
sawmill there, which was turned over by the War Department to the Indian Department, but can not be operated for want of some repairs that will cost a few
hundred dollars, and as yet I have not succeeded in getting authority to make
the necessary repairs and employ labor sufficient to place it in order. This mill
should by all means be placed in running order as soon as possible.
I quite agree with Dr. Dorchester, superintendent Indian school, as to the
importance of the reservation boarding schools. I think that they are really
accomplishing more for the civilization of the Indians than any other influence.
The experience of the people here, and no doubt it has been similar on other
reservations, has been such in sending their children off to training schools,
that they can not be blamed for being prejudiced against them. It is an indisputable fact that of all of the Indian children that have been taken away from
this reservation to training schools two- thirds of them are now dead, most of
them having died at the schools to which they were taken, but some coming
home to die. I hope that in the future we may have more liberal appropriations
for the upbuilding of the reservation boarding schools.
I urged the importance in my last annual report
Shops, tools, etc., for apprentices.
of more liberal appropriations to erect shops, buy tools, etc., for apprentices at
the boarding schools. I again urge the importance of action in this matter as
its importance can not be overestimated.
;
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During the past year there has been a missionary and

his wife stationed on the reservation, of the Methodist Episcopal denomination.
have also been visited by the presiding- elder of the Southern Oregon disI
trict Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. T. L. Jones, a very able minister.
think that the visit of the presiding elder and the work done by the missionary,

We

Rev. D. L. Spaulding, has exerted a good influence upon the Indian people,
many of whom have become church members. The Indian people have a very
neat little church located on Williamson River, about 6 miles from the agency,
where religious services are held almost every Sunday.
We have also been visited this summer by Bishop Morris of the Episcopal
Church. He preached a fine sermon to the people here at the agency, both
whites and Indians. We are glad to be visited by ministers whose hearts are
earnestly in the work of civilizing and elevating the Indians.
The whisky curse. Since I have been agent here there has been very little
drunkenness among the people. What little there has been is owing to the fact
that whisky has been furnished to the Indians by low-down "dirty white
scrubs," who are way below the Indians in civilization and morals. Very fortunately for the Indians we haven't a "death-dealing" saloon nearer than 30
miles, and the people who breathe the pure mountain atmosphere do not seem
to crave the vile poison.
Allotment of lands. During the year the Indians of this reservation petitioned
the Indian Department to have their lands allotted, being assured by a special
agent of the Department that they should control the disposition of the surplus
lands, and that said lands should be disposed of for their benefit.
Should there
ba any different disposition of said surplus lands than that mentioned I fear that
there will be much dissatisfaction among the people. Up to this date I believe
that there has not been an allotting agent appointed for this reservation, but I
think that preliminary arrangements have been made for the survey of the lands
with a view to allotment.
Agency employes. The agency employes have generally performed their duties
quite satisfactorily, and I have renominated all of the employes of last year. We
really need more agency employes than are now allowed by the Department.
We should have, in addition to the force now employed, an agency teamster to
do the necessary hauling for the agency and care for the stock.
Assuring you of my gratitude for favors shown me,
I am, very respectfully,

DAVID W. MATTHEWS,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

U. 8. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF KLAMATH SCHOOL.
KLAMATH AGENCY,

August 19, 1892.
embracing time from
July 1, 1892.
When I arrived here there had been a vacancy in the position of superintendent for several
weeks, and matters of discipline were in bad shape. This school has been unfortunate in that
it has seen a change of
superintendents every six months for the past seven years on the average. It seems to me impossible for a school thus changed about to be in a nourishing condition.
A very marked spirit of insubordination was one of the first and most serious problems apparent on rny coming into the school, and I have been obliged to fight it in every possible way,
to the disregard of my own personal feelings. Discipline in all
departments seems to me to
have improved, though a proper standard has not as yet been reached.
We have suffered much inconvenience from lack of proper accommodations for the number
of pupils enrolled. The building the school has
occupied was built for 75 scholars. There has
been for the last quarter of the school year an attendance of 110, all but 3 of whom were
quartered in this building, as were the superintendent, matron, industrial teacher, and 2
teachers. We have been badly cramped for schoolhouse room also. Two schoolrooms are all
we have had for the entire number of scholars.
The new school building, just completed, and the dormitory, for which authority has been
granted, will relieve the pressure and permit us to enlarge the school.
Danger of fire. Another thing I wish to emphasize regarding this building is its danger from
nre. It is nearly 90 feet long, and has but one flue, which is
obliged to carry away smoke from
two ranges and eleven stoves in winter. There are also three
pipes running through the roof
>r smoke
discharge. In windy weather smoke is driven back into the rooms and sparks escape
from the hall pipes, necessitating constant watch. Two flues, one at each end of the building,
would render the building practically safe from danger.
Education. The schoolroom work has been very
satisfactory, considering the difficulties encountered by both teachers and scholars. The teachers have without exception given their
best thought and energy to their work, and the amount
accomplished does them much credit,
it is my purpose to raise the standard of the several
grades the coming year to conform more
closely with the Department standards.
SIB: It

October

is

my privilege to submit to you my first report of this school,
to

22, 1891,
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much desire a set of band instruments for use by the school boys, who take keen interest
in such thangs, and really have the ability to make a good band.
There have been no deaths in this school the past year, and only three cases of serious illness,
these all being pneumonia. The general health of the school has been very good indeed.
Garden. The garden this year is practically a failure owing to frequent frosts throughout the
summer and to scarcity of rain. Irrigation facilities we have none, except a beautiful spring
a third of a mile away, which needs pip^ and tank facilities before it can be utilized properly.
Estimates have been forwarded to the Indian Office for a system of waterworks which would
be of vast benefit in protection from fire and also in irrigating grounds and garden.
The school cows have done well, furnishing plenty of milk for the table and enough for making
some butter besides.
are very grateful for the improvements that have been made the past year, and we hope
for more that are needed much. It seems to me that the outlook for the coming year is favorable, on the whole, and that the end of this year will find the school in much better shape than

We

it is

now.

For whatever has been accomplished the past year the school

is

much

indebted to you, sir,
and employe's in

for the hearty support and cooperation you have given the superintendent
their efforts to bring the school to its proper standard.
Yours, very respectfully,

GEO. W. KING,

D.

Superintendent Klamath School.

W. MATTHEWS,
U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SILETZ AGENCY.
SILETZ AGENCY, OREGON, August 15, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit my third annual report of affairs at this
agency for the fiscal year ending- June 30, 1892.
Aftor a carefully prepared census, arranged for the purpose of
Population.
making allotments, I find the population to bo as follows
:

Total Indian and mixed-blood population
_
Number of mixed-bloods

Males
Females

__
_

_

._

_

568
50
296
___ 274
125

Indian children of school age males 73, females 52
These Indians are remnants of some 28 different tribes that were gathered
together soon after the Rogue River war, about the year 1855, and located on
this reservation. They are mostly coast Indians. Their former homes were
all along the Oregon coast, as far south as the mouth of Rogue River, and up
that stream into the interior for a long distance. Many of the tribes at the time
they were brought to this place were deadly enemies to each other but time
has worked its changes until now tribal distinction is fast becoming obliterated
by intermarriage, and it is quite impossible longer to separate them on the census roll. Their languages, often similar, have merged into one, until now the
Too-toot-na dialect is understood and spoken by all except the Alsea, Tillamooks, and Klamaths.
The Siletz Eeservation. This reservation contains 225,000 acres of land; is
bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean, and extends back into the Coast
Mountains some 12 miles. The agency is located in the valley of the Siletz
River, at an altitude of 175 feet, at a distance 9 miles from Toledo, on the Oregon Pacific Railroad, and 162 miles from Portland.
The soil along the Siletz and Salmon Rivers is a deep wash loam, while on
the higher lands it is a vegetable mold. The frequent fogs and rains keep the
ground damp, and vegetation grows very rank. The land is generally mountainous, and in the past has been entirely covered with a densegrowth of fir and
cedar timber principally fir, which, some sixty years ago (from best information obtainable) was nearly all destroyed by fire, and now old logs and stumps
remain to mark the ruins of this once mighty forest. The rapid growth of
vegetation has thrown an almost impenetrable jungle of brush and fern around
this mass of logs and stumps. This is a fair description of a large portion of
this reservation; and I have been somewhat explicit in describing it, for several
;

reasons:
First. While the soil is very productive, and the climatic conditions such as
to produce the choicest of pasturage, it will require more intelligent labor to
reclaim it than the Indians will devote to it.

Second. To show why the allotment is necessarily slow and tedious, and principally to explain an error in my former reports in placing the amount of agricultural land too high. Since I have seen the land surveyed for allotments I
am able to form a very correct idea, where before it was merely an estimate.
It is the judgment of Special Agent Jenkins and Gen. Odell, the surveyor, as
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well as myself, from our observation and experience of the past season, that
what would be reasonably classed as agricultural land will not exceed 20,000

This I believe to be a safe and correct estimate.
Oats and hay are the principal crops raised, yet almost all kinds of
vegetables do well; also, small fruits -apples, plums, pears, and prunes are
well adapted to the soil and climate.
The Indians all wear citizens' clothes and live in
Civilization and agriculture.
houses. Many of their houses are built on the modern style, and painted up
the
nicely. The younger and better element set a table equal in many respects to
average farmer, and at many of their homes one is treated with the same cordiyet even among some of this class can
ality and respect as among the whites
be noticed that suspicion of motives so common among the older ones. About
Some have
all have a team of some description, and a few have good horses.
good wagons and others are old and worn. Quite a number own spring wagons
and several of --them fine buggies. The larger per cent of the younger and middle class are industrious, especially when they can be employed at wages, or
have an opportunity to work for a horse. Some are thrifty farmers and seem to
take a pride in their homes; while many simply use the home as a stopping
place when they can not go elsewhere. The last mentioned class is a very great
annoyance to the additional farmer, and, although he devotes a large portion of
his time to them, their grievances are too numerous to mention.
While I am sensible of the fact that improvements in all directions are slow
and at times discouraging, yet a comparison with twenty years ago is very encouraging, and I look hopefully to the near future. The returned school boys
show a marked improvement in the management of their business affairs, and
when the school has had time to do its work, the reservation thrown open, and
this younger element has an opportunity to profit by the example of their white
neighbor farmers and stock-raisers they will not be slow to avail themselves of

acres.

Crops.

;

its

advantages.

There is but one school on the reservation, and that is a Government
boarding school, located at the agency. It has been ably conducted for the past
two years by Superintendent L. C. Walker.
There
I am very well pleased with the success of the school the past year.
were some difficulties to contend with that at times were very trying to the superintendent, and made the enforcement of discipline a difficult task. It was
produced by the agitation going on among the older people and passed away
when quiet was restored among the old Indians. The enrollment for the year
was 77. Largest attendance, 66. Average attendance for the school year of ten
months, 59; for twelve months, 50. The children have received good attention
and kind treatment. The most of them like the school, and some of them do
not want to go home on a visit, preferring to stay at the boarding hall.
During the early part of the year the 30-foot addition to the girls' dormitory
was completed, which makes ample room for the girls, besides a comfortable
sitting room. The tower and tanks were completed, and a good sewerage laid
Hot and cold
to the river; also a furnace for heating water, and a bakeoven.
water was introduced into the laundry, also into the kitchen; but the untimely
collapse of the windmill, which was blown down, placed us in an awkward position for awhile, until an old horse-power pump was repaired to do the pumping.
I have made estimates for a small steam pump for lifting the water and sawing
the wood, which I hope will be considered favorably, as it is badly needed.
The boys' dormitory is badly crowded, but as I have been requested by your
office to make estimates on Supervisor W. T. Leeke's recommendation, I will,
before another year, have ample accommodation for them. In connection with
this work I would recommend that escape
ladders be i;un up on the outside of
each dormitory and over the roof to connect with comb boards on peak o* roof,
as a fire protection, and that water be introduced into each story with hose conSchool.

.

nections.
School farm.
There are 120 acres set apart for school farm, and I have recommended the purchase of a 40-acre tract adjoining for the sum of $500 to make
out the 160 acres. The improvements are about worth the price asked, and
could be utilized by the Government to good advantage
I have kept this

40-acre tract rented for the past three years in order to have pasture laud and field
sufficient for the stock.
There are about 30 head of cattle and 5 horses, besides
which we care for the doctor's and farmer's horses when the latter are at the
agency. Hogs are in sufficient number to make all the bacon and lard required
for the hchool.
I have cut and stored away this season 60 tons of hay, and will
have a thousand or more bushels of oats, from 300 to 400 bushels of potatoes, besides plenty of carrots, cabbage, turnips, and other vegetables.
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There are two barns and one stock shed and a large barn
machinery and wagons. But we are not so well fixed as to dwellinghouses. The agent's residence is a fairly comfortable house. This is all, however,
for the buildings occupied by the doctor, clerk, farmer, and teamster aro old dilapidated shells, and in a colder climate would be uninhabitable. The commissary is a
substantial building but the offices are small and poorly lighted.
Infirm Indians. There are on this reservation quite a number of old and infirm
Indians, some of them nearly blind and unable to care for themselves. All of
this class the Government should support with b )th food and clothing. It is out
of the question to think of their relatives supparting them, for they will not do so.
Agency

buildings.

for housing-

;

Court of Indian offenses and police. I regard the court of Indian offenses with
It is composed of one judge and two policemen.
The judge occupies the
bench in all cases, but the plaintiff and defendant each are allowed to select
their own policeman to act in the case as associate judge. This comprises the
court, and after each party and their witnesses have all testified, under oath,
the court adjourns to an adjoining room, where it deliberates. After a verdict
has been reached the court returns to the courtroom at once and announces it
in the presence of all interested parties, and the verdicts so rendered give very
general satisfaction. I have recommended that the pass system be abolished,
and that a set of suitable road laws be furnished, and that the powers of the
court be enlarged so as to properly enforce them.
Allotments.
William M. Jenkins 'relieved Special Agent Mayhugh, February
He foun<J the Indians worked up to a fever heat over their allotments,
5, 1892.

favor.

but by wise counsel soon restored order and gained their confidence. He
has been faithful and earnest in his work. He found the open valley land all
allotted and his work has been mostly in the mountains. He also found that the
greater part of the unsurveyed land had not been sectionized, and he has been
doing this work in addition to the subdivision for allotments. Mr. Jenkins reports 425 allotments surveyed and platted, leaving 143 yet to make to complete
the work, which will be done in the next six weeks and the allotments completed.
The Rev. C. R. Elsworth, of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
Missionary work.
has been here as missionary the past year. He has built and completed a parsonage, and has most of the lumber on the ground for a church building. He
reports 48 members, and there has been expended by his church for support of
minister, building parsonage, and for missionary purposes during the past year
There are perhaps fully as many members of the Catholic Church.
$940.75.
Archbishop Gross and Father Crocket spent several days recently among them,
and held services in the schoolhouse on Sunday.
In conclusion. I am happy to say that peace and prosperity now prevails instead of the internal strife and discord of one year ago. The removal of those
officious parties who were misleading the Indians has had a salutary effect.
The men you have sent to till their places are each well qualified for their respective positions and have done all in their power to assist me in bringing
about the present condition of affairs. It is hard to realize that I am on the
same reservation and dealing with the same people. My present force of employes are all faithful and competent workers.
The appointment of John McCluskey as additional farmer was most fortunate,
as he understands running the sawmill, as well as the farm and farming machinery. The Indians have taken advantage of this and have got in logs and
manufactured for themselves, without cost to the Government, 65.000 feet of lumbar. Much of this was dressed for the purpose of repairing houses, and two of
them have built, each for himself, a large barn that would be a credit to any
farmer. But I feel that whatever degree of beneficial results has been attained
and prosperity enjoyed during the past year has been largely due to your office.
Before closing I wish to make special mention of the work done by Dr. Clark.
He has familiarized himself very readily with the situation, and has gone cheerfully into his work. He seems to have gained the confidence of a large number
of the Indians in the short time that he has been here, and has been very successful in his practice. He has fitted up a small case of medicines and placed it
in the boys' infirmary at the hall, where he goes each morning before school
hours to examine and prescribe for such of the children as require his attention,
and from there to the school where he delivers his lecture. He is certainly an
able physician and valuable instructor, and I cheerfully recommend his appointment to be permanent.

Very

respectfully,

T. JAY BUFORD,
U. ft. l ntlian Ayc-iiL
r
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SIR: As I was not appointed to this agency until April 1. 1892, the report of my work will
only apply to the last quarter of the past fiscal year.
After reviewing the records for the entire year I find that 382 patients have been treated, besides a number not considered important enough to be placed on file, with 24 deaths, and 27
births. Of the births 13 were males and 14 females, a gain of 3 on births.
The sanitary condition of the agency is good, especially around the homes of the middle-aged
and younger Indians, some of them having good ideas of ventilation, sewerage, and use of
sunlight. They are far more particular regarding the quality of their food than most Indians.
The older Indians still cling to their Indian ways and habits, but in the younger ones can be
seen the gradual advancement of civilization. I have been in some of their homes that are
neat and tidy, in which I have seen wholesome food prepared in a palatable manner.
They are great lovers of pork, and one can tell when it constitutes their meat diet, for their
glandular troubles are increased and far more difficult to control. It would be a profitable
change to dispose of all swine, and encourage sheep raising in their stead. Many cultivate the
common garden vegetables in quantities that will admit of a mixed diet a greater portion of the

These Indians avail themselves of the agency physician as a rule, but the older ones, when very
long for their native medicine man.
They have been very fortunate in not being visited by an epidemic of any kind, and the class
of cases treated are very similar to those found in the ordinary practice. The number of
syphilitic patients, as compared to a year ago. have decreased, while those of tuberculosis have
correspondingly increased. In the number of patients bronchitis leads the list, while remitting
fever, syphilis, rheumatism, neuralgia, etc., follow in the order named.
Diseases of the eye and ear are common, conjunctivitis and atorrhea being the principal,
and it is when I find especially the older ones suffering from these conditions that I wish for a
hospital. Still, it is difficult to say to just what degree such an institution would be benefici al

sick,

to these people.

The sanitary condition of the school is very good, its location admitting plenty of fresh air.
The system of ventilation and sewerage being in good condition, this, combined with plenty of
pure water and food, makes a good basis for healthy children. What I spoke of above regarding pork applies equally as well here. I believe that it is a great detriment to the scholars.
We have two infirmaries in proper condition, one for the girls and the other for the boys. In
the latter there is a small cabinet of medicine, and each morning before the school hour I am,
by the aid of the superintendent and matron, able to see every child that is ailing or shows the
least tendency to indisposition, believing that it is far better to prevent than to cure disease.
It is at such times that the older scholars receive instructions in nursing and caring for the
sick. By this plan I can pay personal attention to their eyes, ears, and chest, and the result
has been gratifying. I also give the whole school instructions in anatomy, physiology, and
hygiene, having stated hours for these lessons, outlining and pursuing a regular course of study,
and I must say the result has surpassed my expectations.
Respectfully submitted.

EUGENE

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

S.

CLARK,

Agency Physician.

REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OF SILETZ SCHOOL.
BOARDING HALL,, Siletz Indian Agency, August 1, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following annual report:
During July and August of 1891 about 20 of the larger pupils were retained to do the farm

work.
School began promptly September 1, and before October 1 every child on the reservation
between the ages of 6 and 18 years was in attendance, unless excused on physician's statement of ill-health. The school was carefully graded, and the new (uniform) series of textbooks used, as far as practicable.
All the public holidays were observed, including franchise day and closing day.
There has been a marked advance during the year, not only in the proper school work, but
also in order and conduct, so in but few cases have I been compelled to resort to anything like
severe discipline.

The health of the school was excellent up to latter part of February, when the previous fine
weather of January and February was succeeded by continuous cold rain, causing the children to contract severe colds, and much sickness was the result.
The present plant is the same as last year, with the following exceptions: The stock
barn has been enlarged and stanchions put in, so that last winter all our milch cows
were, for the first time, sheltered from the storms, and, as a result, we had an abundant supply of milk throughout the year. A tower 40 feet high has been erected, with tanks and water
pipes leading to various rooms in the boarding hall and laundry. A wind mill was erected,
but has proved a failure, and at present the water is pumped by horsepower. A furnace was
built, which furnishes the laundry and bathrooms with hot water. One room has been fitted
up for a hospital. The boarding hall, laundry, and schoolhouse have been repainted inside and
outside. Much work has been done building and repairing fences.
Ihe orchard has been reset where the trees were destroyed by frost last year, and has made
an excellent growth this year. The prospect for a bountiful supply of everything needed from
garden and field is very flattering.
The only industries taught during the past year have been farming for the boys and general
housework and sewing for the girls.
Average age of pupils attending during last quarter, 11.65 years. There were no pupils over
18 years old. There were 4
pupils between the ages of 16 aiid 18 years. Average attendance
ouring the year 50^6 pupils. Average attendance during the ten months school was taught,
"Vo* pupils. Total number enrolled from July 1, 1891, to June 30, 1892, 77 pupils, of whom 11
were sent to Harrison Institute. The largest number enrolled at one time was during the
month of February. 189-3. when there were 63 pupils.
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As I
about to be transferred from your school to undertake a similar work at Harrison
wife and self, to express our gratitude to you and the DeInstitute. I desire, in behalf of
partment for the uniformly courteous treatment we have always received at your hands as subily.

I

my

and the personal favors we as a family have received from yourself and famalso wish to thank the employes, both white and Indian, for their faithfulness, which his so

ordinate

officials,

materially aided to

Very

make my work

successful.

respectfully,

L. C.

Mai

T.

U. S.

WALKER,

Superintendent and Principal Teacher.

JAY BUFORD,
Indian Agent.

REPORT OP UMATILLA AGENCY.
UMATILLA AGENCY, September 28, 1892.
SIR: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to herewith submit mv first annual report of affairs at this agency for the year ending June 30,
1892.
It has
I

over thirteen months since I took charge of this agency.
the ground the first time and saw the general look of dilapidation in everything around the agency I was discouraged and wondered if I
could ever lift it up so that it would be respectable to look upon. The warehouse was tottering on the wooden pegs that it had for a foundation and about
ready to fall the agency barn was without a roof the agent's house had not
enough roof to keep the rain out, while its porches were a mass of rotten lumber;
three houses for dwellings that had recently been built were without paint, and
the other houses, if they had ever been painted, it was so far in the past that no
trace was left of it.
Improvements. The Department has been very kind to me in granting the
funds asked for to place a good foundation of stone and brick under the warehouse also to place a new roof on the agency barn, repair the porches, and place
a new roof on the agent's house, and to give all of the buildings two coats of
paint, which has greatly added to the appearance of things.
The Department also granted me funds to erect a new building for council
chambsr for the Indians, and offices for the doctor and the allotting commissioners. Permission was also granted me to have some old log huts removed
that had been encumbering the place for many years, which has been done,
thereby adding to the general healthful appearance and progress of the place, and
removing that which has long been an eyesore to those here and to strangers and
visitors that came to see and hear something of the Indians and their treatment.
The school buildings. One year ago there was but two school buildings and the
barn at the school, the boys' dormitory and schoolrooms in one, and the kitchen,
dining room, laundry, employes' rooms, and girls' domitory in the other. Since
then the Department has granted funds for the erection of the following buildings, which were very much needed:

been a

little

When came on

;

;

;

One
One
One
One
One

wood house

$134.75
00

brick assembly building
brick laundry building
carpenter shop and tool house

chicken house

7, 981.

1,532. 75
_

.-

204.95
72.25

fence has been built around the buildings, new bath tubs
for the bathrooms, and I have the terra-cotta pipe on hand
to put in a systsm of drainage.
large amount of grading and general clearing
up has been done around the buildings, and sidewalks built connecting all the
Besides,

anew picket

and sinks furnished

A

buildings, which give it a. homelike appearance, besides a good many repairs
that have been made on the buildings already erected.
The school. This is one of the vexed questions and one that has given me more
trouble and annoyance than all the other work. The Indians can not see the
benefit of an education. If they could get it in a few days ready for use they
would take to it kindly, or if it was something they could eat or swap off for a
broncho they would consider it worth working for. Then we have here a number of influential Indians, remnants of the old Smohollas, the originators of the
ghost dances, that are opposed to education or anything that tends toward civ-

The past year the forcing process ordered by the Department has
ilization.
been in operation, and by continued work with the police, gathering in children
wherever we could find them and punishing the parents for refusing to let the
children be taken to school, we succeeded at last in filling the school almost to

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN OREGON.

419

capacity. The work of getting them in and the trouble and annoyance
keeping them there has been no small task. The success of the school for the
year was some compensation for the trouble, as the progress made was good and
the improvement that could be seen in the children was very great, and most of
the employes tilled their places very acceptably. The accompanying report of
the superintendent will give full information, to which I refer you. This year
we are in hope to have less trouble, as they appear to understand that it is a
fact that they must send their children to school.
The Catholic school. I made a trip to the Catholic school, which is located about
5 miles from the agency, to gather information for this report as to the average
attendance, expenses of running the school, amount expended on improvements,
the number of employes, etc., and the only information that I obtained was in
regard to the employes. The sister superior reported 11 sisters, 2 brothers, 1
The school is well attended, and kept in a neat and atpriest, and 2 laborers.
tractive manner, and is supported by the church, as they draw no subsistence
of any kind from the Government.
1

its full

of

Allotments.
The work of alloting lands in several ty to the Indians of this reservation has been in progress now for a little more than a year, and is about completed. There were so many conflicting interests and so much disputing as to
the right of possession that it gave the work many disagreeable features. The
allotting commissioners have ever made careful inquiry into all the particulars
and have adjudicated matters in such a manner that all appear satisfied with
their portion. Indians had farmed small tracts and fenced up pastures in such
places and shapes as their fancy dictated, arranging fences so as to utilize bluffs
and other natural obstructions, so that when the surveys were made and the
land laid off in sections and subdivisions of sections and the allotments came to
be made in accordance with these subdivisions some Indian fields and pastures
were necessarily divided, and it was often a difficult matter toexplain to the In-,
dians why they could not take their allotments in any shape they saw fit. By
degrees they saw into the question of sections, half sections, quarter sections,
etc., and have made their fences to correspond with the legal lines, so ttiat now
the reservation, or that portion of it between the Umatilla River and the northern boundary and the Blue Mountains and the western boundary, where the
agricultural land is located, looks like a checker board. The Indians are satisfiee with the several ty system, and though it is difficult for the old men and
women to drop their ancient habits and customs, the rising generation will be
a generation of farmers.
Intemperance. Bounded as we are on three sides by a farming country which is
thickly settled, and having three towns just on the edge of the reservation, and
all of them having a full supply of saloons and but little fear of the law from the
light punishment me ted out, we have had a considerable amount of drunkenness
among the Indians.
I am glad to say, however, that it has baen confined to quite a small number
of the Indians and half-breeds.
During the year there has been one hundred
and thirteen convictions in the United States district court for selling whisky
to Indians on this reservation
the punishment meted out to them has been
fines of from $10 to $20, with two exceptions these two were sent to the county
There ara quite a number of the Indians
jail for the term of six months each.
who claim to be strict prohibitionists.
work.
The
Missionary
Presbyterian Church established a mission here some
years ago. They have a small house of worship and report 72 members. They
have an Indian for their minister, who appears to be a very earnest and faithful
pastor. They keep up a Sabbath school, prayer meeting, and a kind of a class
or experience meeting weekly. Their members appear to be
very faithful in
attending services, and the Christian example set by many of them has a good
influence among the others. The members,of this church raise $250 per year
towards the support of their pastor. The church at large pays the balance and
keeps up the running expenses. The Department set off 160 acres of land for the
benefit of this mission, which will give them a small income in the near future.
The Catholic mission. They established their mission here some twenty-two
years ago, and have a priest in charge and quite a good-sized church house.
They claim something over 300 members, who are quite faithful in their attendance. I could not get any facts as to the amount
paid into the church for its
support. The Government very kindly set off 160 acres of land, on which their
mission is located, for its benefit, which in the near future will give them considerable revenue.

'

;

;

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN OREGON.

420

This reservation occupies some of the best land in Eastern Oregon
it is watered by the Umatilla River, McKay, Wild
Horse, and Tudie Willow Creeks, and is mostly high rolling sand soil. The Indians, however, as a class are a little fearful of the severe exercise necessary to
run a farm successfully, hence their farming is mostly on a small scale. I am
glad to report that the number is on the increase that are commencing to farm
their own lands. A great many of them have good gardens and a few acres of
grain to be used for hay or provisions.
The crop that was taken off this reservation this year is not so good as previous ones, being injured by hot winds and drought early in July. After very
Agriculture.

for agricultural purposes

;

careful inquiry I estimate the yield as follows

Wheat

:

raised by

Bushels.

Indians..
Half-breeds

Whites married
White renters

to half-breeds

Total

Oats raised
Barley raised.

.

---

1,003,600

-

--

75,000
175,000
253, 600
500,000

-

40,000
150,000

The other products of the reservation were produced in about the same proportion between the full-blood Indians, half-breeds, renters, etc., as the wheat.
The indications now are that next year more Indians will be breaking small
tracts of their lands than ever before. They see the crops that others are taking from their land, and naturally being of an avaricious spirit they think that
they might as well have some of the products as others. The Indian is naturally
physically and constitutionally opposed to manual labor, and hence he has to be
educated up to

it.

This is one branch of the service that is a great sucand relieves the agent of an immense amount of work. I have found the
decisions of the judges generally just, not having had to reverse but one of their
decisions during the year. I find that in some cases they do not have a full conception of the magnitude of crime, and are liable to inflict as severe a penalty
for a small crime as a great one, consequently I have to keep a supervision of
their court and instruct them in small matters, which they take very kindly.
Police.
They work well for a certain period, then they want a change, and it
Some of
is a hard matter to keep any of them in the service long at a time.
them are very faithful and efficient officers and natural detectives, and are a
great help to t}ie employes at the agency and school.
Eoad working. As the allotment of lands proceeded the commissioners established roads on the section lines where practicable, and in another year or two
we will have good roads all over the reservation. So many new roads can not
be got in good condition in a short time. I think there has been at least 150
Courts of Indian offenses.

cess,

miles of roads laid out in the past year.
After as complete and thorough a canvass as I could make with the
Population.
time and facilities at my command, I find that the population of this reservation
is

about as follows

:
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During the year we were visited by Special Inspector Leonard, School Supervisor L?eke, and Inspector Miller. Unfortunately, I was absent at the time of
Mr. Miller's visit.
Thanking- you for your kindness and the many favors extended to me during
the year,

I

Very

am,
respectfully,

JOHN W. CRAWFORD,
U. 8. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF UMATILLA SCHOOL.
UMATELLA AGENCY INDIAN SCHOOL,
The following is my report as superintendent
the year ending June 30, 1892

SIR
for

:

September

8, 1892.

of the Umatilla Indian boarding school

:

Attendance.

Number that could be properly accommodated
Number of pupils enrolled
Largest number in attendance at any one time

75
90
72
46*s

Average attendance

Number of months school was in
pupils who died
pupils who ran away

10

session

5
3
5

pupils withdrawn
pupils transferred
pupils present %t close of term
Attendance by quarters
First quarter

7
70

:

20

11
Average.
50
Second quarter
37f
Average
61
Third quarter
:- 48is
Average.
76
Fourth quarter
64^
Average
Remarks. The one redeeming feature of this table is the gradual increase of the number of
pupils, until the largest attendance at any one time was reached during the last month of the
term, giving us seven-tenths of the total enrollment for the year for closing day. This was only
five short of a full school and promised well for a large attendance next term.
Class-room training. This part of the school training was conducted with great preciseness
and punctuality and with marked success. On the first Monday in February the new course of
study was fully inaugurated, including the prescribed supplemental reading, which proved
especially interesting and helpful. Night sessions were held throughout the term with great
profit to the children. The hour was spent as follows: Twenty minutes quiet study; twenty
minutes spelling, reading, conversation or talks by teachers on various subjects; twenty minutes singing with closing prayer.
The new assembly room will be of great assistance next year in conducting the literary part
of the school work. The closing exercises were held in that room, every available chair and
stool and bench having been transported to it, and several planks laid to form additional seats.
The room was filled with patrons and friends of the school, and they spoke nothing but words
of commendation. The exercises consisted of singing, declamations, marches and drills, and
every performance was clean-cut, dignified, and interesting. The classification of the pupils
..

for the fourth quarter will give

some idea

of their standing.

Primary grade:
Firstyear
Second year
Third year
Fourth year .
Advanced grade
Firstyear
Second year
Third year...
Fourth year

Male,

20;

female, IT

1

:

-

.

The school yard, garden, and farm furnished almost continuous work for the
large boys. i. <?., for half of their time. In all, they cultivated about 50 acres of ground 40 acres
wheat for hay, 4 acres potatoes, 2 acres corn, 1 acre pumpkins and squashes, and the remainder
in melons, cabbages, beets, carrots, turnips, and early vegetables. There was a good yield of
hay, but owing to frost and drought there is almost an entire failure of everything else. Tnen
they were engaged for a part of the time in grading, laying sidewalk, and making fence. Besides the general farmwork, they took care of the horses, cows, hogs, and chickens, under the
supervision 6f the industrial teacher. They were required to keep their dormitories in order;
each week two were detailed to pump a supply of water every day, and three were detailed to
run the washing machines in the laundry.
The girls were carefully instructed in all household duties. Each girl had a turn in every
department from kitchen to dormitory, and at least a dozen of them are qualified without any
further instructions to keep house neatly and intelligently. Their work in the dmingroom was
particularly noteworthy, as during the previous term this department was closely watched by
the matron and myself. The tables were always neat and trim. The system of assisting to
lishes by the persons seated at each end of the table. 10 individuals forming a table group, was
adopted and successfully practiced. These end persons were changed repeatedly, both boys
Industrial training.

:
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waiter corps was established, consisting of boys and
and girls boing assigned to this duty.
girls who ate by themselves before the regular meal was served. This was the most popular
detail in school, applications for appointment being made sometimes two or three weeks in advance.
Moral. Special attention was given to the moral training of the children. 'They were incited
to purity of speech and action by the character, example, and precept of every employ 6 connected
with the school. The aim of everyone was to make the children better morally and to nurture
a love for truth, honor, sobriety, and chastity. During the later months of the term a profane
word was rarely heard. One of the large boys who came in near the close of the session said to
me one day: "The boys are not on the swear so much as they used to be."
Responsive Bible reading formed a part of the Sunday morning services, which consisted of
singing, prayer, and exhortation additional. The Sunday evening song service was very popular and helpful.
Deportment. With a very few exceptions, the deportment of the children was all that could be
desired. From beginning to end the term was an exceptionally pleasant one the children were
obedient, obliging, and decorous, and nothing occurred to mar the good feeling existing among
the children or between the children and employes. One of the few exceptions, and the most
important one. was the case of three boys and one girl, whom he had to confine in the agency
lockup for running away from school, each pupil having committed the offense three times
hence the infliction of this extreme penalty to break up the Graze of running away.
Health. The school was extremely unfortunate in having five fatal terminations to cases of
illness, the last one occurring on the night before school closed. Whooping cough with complications in two instances la grippe, heart and kidney troubles, one instance each, did the
awful work. There were not many other cases of serious illness, but a run of whooping cough
through December and January was a source of not a little discomfort to several members of
the school. With these exceptions, the general health of the pupils was quite good.
It has been suggested that there ought to be a trained nurse in every school. I am thoroughly
convinced that it would be an excellent thing to provide some professional help in that line.
When every employe" has his stated duties to perform without fail, as is the case in these
schools, it is almost impossible to care for the sick properly, especially when there are several
needing attention at the same time. I believe that it would be wise and humane to provide
each school with a nurse, whose specific duty would be to care for the sick, but who might be
assigned other work when not needed for that purpose.
Buildings and grounds. The value and utility of the school plant were greatly increased by the
addition of four new buildings during the year: chicken house, carpenter shop, laundry, and
schoolhouse. All these buildings were badly needed and now that they have been provided we
have a reservation school plant second to none, for which we are very grateful. The carpenter shop was siipplied with a set of tools late in the term and they were kept in almost constant use in making and repairing articles needed on the premises. By special arrangement
with the contractor, we secured a good cellar, with cement floor under the laundry, without
cost to the Department.
On the first floor of the new brick building are three commodious recitation rooms, while the
second story furnishes the much-needed assembly room, properly arranged for literary and
musical exercises. A large amount of work was done on the school grounds during the year.
The earth taken from the excavation beneath the laundry was used in filling low places and in
establishing a grade around the buildings sufficient to turn the water away from the foundation walls. At other points cuts were made, and the ground dumped into a gully in the rear of
the buildings. A ditch 80 yards long was dug and a 2-inch pipe laid to carry away waste water
from the kitchen sink. The front yard was plowed, leveled, and seeded with blue grass and
can not have a green yard until we get water. All of the
white clover, but to no purpose.
shade and ornamental trees planted a year ago are dead. At Department expense, a picket
fence 48 rods long was thrown around the front yard, to the decided improvement of the appearance of the place.
Official visitors.
Agent Crawford has taken commendable interest in the school and has made
frequent visits to the different departments. The board of Indian visitors will doubtless prove
beneficial to the service. Near the close of the term Hon. D. R. James and his estimable wife
spent a day at the school, greatly to the pleasure and profit of all. Late in December Supervisor Leeke gave us a short but helpful visit. One month later Inspector Miller arrived. * * *
Wants. There are yet several things to be supplied before this school will be adequately
equipped for successful work, but all the needs have been carefully and minutely represented
sincere thanks for
to the Office, hence I will not embody them in this report. Please accept
all favors granted.
With great respect,
GEO. L. DEFFENBAUGH,
Superintendent.
;

;

We

my

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OP WARM SPRINGS AGENCY.
WARM SPRINGS AGENCY, OREGON,
September
SIR: In compliance with circular letter dated June 23, 1892, I have the honor
to herewith submit my annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
I have just completed a census of the Indians occupying this resPopulation.
ervation, and find them divided as follows
:

Warm Springs

432
260
82
59
86

_

Wascoes
Teninoes

John Days
Piutes
Total

.

:,

-

919
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There are no provisions made for a correct census to be taken, but it must be
done by some regular employe at odd times, so it is possible that a few of the Indians have been overlooked, and perhaps there are a fe*w of the Indians who were
also there are a number
off of the reservation at the time who were not included
of Indians who reside at The Dalles, Celilo, Cascade Locks, and Tumwater who
belong to this reservation but are not included in this list as they never came on
the reservation until the allotments on land in several ty began, when each head
of family who belonged to these tribes but resided along the Columbia River was
anxious to have his lands allotted. The allotment of land in several ty as soon as
completed will enable me to furnish a correct census of these Indians, and as soon
as these allotments are completed I will prepare and forward a correct census.
There are quite a number of Indians living
Indians living along the Columbia.
along the Columbia River that belong to either this or Yakima Reservation, and
out of the number who belong to this reservation there are about 30 children of
school age. These Indians are doing no good and should be compelled to return
to the reservation. They subsist mainly upon fish and furnish a hiding place
for all Indian criminals belonging to the different reservations in this locality.
The men do nothing but gamble, drink whisky, and furnish whisky for the reservation Indians, while the squaws take washing to support the men and turn
out to be prostitutes and hard characters. I think that the Department should
take steps to compel these Indians to return to the reservation and put their
;

children into school.
The harvest as a rule has been exceedingly small, although the
Agriculture.
acreage planted exceeded that of any previous year. The shortage of crops is
due to the cold, frosty spring, succeeded by the dry, hot weather, and where
water was not accessible for irrigating purposes the' crops were a total failure,
which shows that if a few thousand dollars were expended each year in taking
the water out of streams running across this reservation and irrigating large
plateaus of land (classed as arid lands) these Indians could be made self-supporting and independent, as there is never enough grain raised in this locality to
supply the demand, while there are thousands of pounds of flour and grain
hauled in each year. Money thus expended would be of more benefit to the
Indians than could be expended in any other way.
Improvements and repairs. The Indians have added several new houses and
barns to the reservation, most of which were built of lumber sawed at the mill;
but I should judge that about 20 per cent of the houses and barns are log structures of a substantial kind. There has been considerable fencing done during
the year, some enlarging their fields, while others have taken up homes and
made improvements. Considerable land has been broken during the year and
prepared for grain, which will be seeded this fall. These Indians have made
some substantial improvements during the past year, and with the proper encouragement in a few years they will have as comfortable homes as their white
neighbors.
The agency buildings are old and almost unfit for occupancy, but I hope to see a
new school building erected soon which will furnish comfortable quarters for the
school employes (who are now occupying the old agency buildings). This will
leave these old buildings vacant and then they can be torn down and one or two
new buildings erected, which will be all that are required for the agency employes.

Allotments of lands in severalty. This work has been carried on very successfully
by Special Agent Hartwig and his surveyor, J. J. Powers. It was commenced
on the extreme southern portion of the reservation and progressed very slowly
at first, as all the allotments made were taken as grazing lands and the country
being very hilly and rocky and corners being mutilated it took considerable time
to establish corners but now allotments are being made on the table-lands and
work is progressing very rapidly.
The reservation schools. I herewith submit the reports of the superintendents of
the two boarding schools on this reservation. These schools were filled to their
fullest capacity (i. e., the number of scholars who could be healthfully accommodated in the building), but as the Department intends to erect anew school building at the agency in the near future which will furnish accommodations for aii
the children of school age on this reservation I hope to be able to fill the school
to its fullest capacity. The water supply at the Sinemasho school has again failed
and we have to haul water from Beaver Creek, a distance of 3 miles, but I am
making preparations to pipe water in from a spring a distance of 9,000 feet
from the scnool, which will furnish an abundance of pure water.
;
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Moral and religious work. This work has been successfully carried enduring the
past year and the field for religious work on this reservation is very promising.
The United Presbyterian Church of North America sent a missionary to Sineinasho and are now building a church and parsonage at that place, besides remodeling the church building at the agency.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
j. C. LUCKEY,
U. S. Indian Agent.
1

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT

WARM

SPRINGS AGENCY.
V,"

SIR: I herewith have the honor of submitting

June

my

ARM SPRINGS, June 30,

1892.

special report for the fiscal year ending

30, 1892.

The sanitary condition of the Indians of this reservation has been fully set forth in previous
reports, hence it will not be necessary to dwell at length on it in this report. Could means be
devised to furnish them lumber to build comfortable houses, a great step would be made toward
ameliorating their sanitary condition. The poverty of the majority of the Indians compels
them to dwell in tepees with very few comforts. Patients in these homes are ill-nourished and
nursed and convalescence is tedious, and illness of a serious nature usually ends fatally.
The erection of a new building for the agency boarding school and the intended improvement of the boarding school at Sinemasho will, it is hoped, correct all existing faults in these
schools.
In regard to the diet of the school children the present manner of slaughtering beeves on
The meat thus furnished often is unfit for use. The anithe range should be prohibited.
mals often are wild and are run till overheated before killing, and then dressed on the hide.
Dirt and filth adheres to the meat, the removal of which leads to loss and makes the meat very
unattractive. Slaughterhouses should be provided for both schools and all meats properly
killed and dressed. Proper animals could then be selected. The erection of these buildings is
very important, inasmuch as it is important to use means that will furnish the schools with a
wholesome article of diet.
Hospital. I have attempted in former reports to call your attention to the need of a hospital
on this reservation, but without success. I wish again to urge this matter. There are no advantages of this kind here. It is much desired by the Indians, and I am confident that such an
institution would be well patronized. Intelligent nursing can not be obtained. Proper food
for the sick is out of the question, and if a patient is sick for any length of time his recovery
is very doubtful, though the disease under other circumstances would not be considered severe. The prevalence of scrofulous disease among the Indians is great and this disease can not
be successfully treated at their homes. Eye troitbles are difficult to cure and many are blind
through not being able to receive proper care. Infant mortality could be diminished and many
lives saved could the patient be cared for properly, which is now absolutely impossible.
The practices of Indian medicine men are very harassing. The inborn superstition of the
Indians will cause them to employ their medicine men as long as the sick are where they can
have access to them. The establishment of a hospital would remove the sick from them. The
Indians do not regard the incantations of their medicine men effective in scrofulous troubles,
diseases of the eye, ear, and skin, or in malarial diseases. Much could be accomplished in the
practice of surgery and gynascology were means at hand to care for the patients after operation.

men continue to practice here, and their opposition to schools and methods of civilifrequent occurrence. To suppose that the agency physician can accomplish as
their opposition as he can without it is folly why then is not this evil suppressed
The Indians desire it even request that these medicine men be removed from the reservation
to a place where they can not inflict their families with disease. It is a known fact that they
oppose advancement also that the Indians fear them and dare not through this fear refuse requests that they may make for food or other articles. I have known one Indian medicine man
boast that the Indians dare not refuse him. This evil does more here to retard civilization and
perpetuate superstition than any single factor.
About 90 per cent of all Indians on this reservation apply to me for treatment during their
Sometimes it is after the medicine men have given up the case and the patient is too
illness.
weak to recover or the medicine men are called and practice on the patient previously visited
by me. Many cases are chronic and the treatment is necessarily tedious and unsatisfactory.
The medical supplies are located at the agency and many patients must be treated there, and
the distance that some patients must come is great and attendance is irregular. Cases of eye
and ear troubles are referred to. It is impossible to carry with me many medicines, as journeys must be made on horseback. For the above reasons I add an additional plea for a hosMedicine

zation

is of

much with

':

;

;

;

pital.

Yours respectfully,
GEO. E. HOUCK,
Agency Physician.
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SINEMASHO BOARDING SCHOOL.

WARM

SPRINGS AGENCY, OREGON,

Sinemasho Boarding School, September, 1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit this, my third annual report.
In looking backward over my term of service I am gratified to note the steady advancement
of this school. Although it is far from being up to the standard in many respects the progress
of the pupils of the school has been very satisfactory during the past year. All the children,
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without exception, have been instructed in reading, writing, and numbers, and those sufficiently"
advanced, in other studies, viz, geography, United States history, grammar, composition, and
physiology.
There has been great improvement in the moral character of the children, and this has been
peculiarly the case with the girls.
The usual industrial work has been carried on by the school, the boys being instructed in
gardening and of the use of common tools and also in carpenters' tools of the simpler kind.
Some of the older boys were instructed in house painting and also in the care of stock, etc.
Tne girls have been taught all that is required to make of them good housekeepers, washing
and ironing, cooking, sewing, knitting, crocheting and embroidery, darning and mending,
scrubbing, sweeping and cleaning generally, and also in making butter.
Sanitary. During the winter months there was a great deal of sickness, nearly all of the children having the measles and a large number pneumonia and la grippe as well. The cause of
so much pneumonia and lung trouble I attribute to the elevation of the location of this school
and the inclement weather.
The only death during the year among the children was that of Josie O-huc-ox-ly, resulting
from pneumonia, and one casualty, the breaking of an arm of Samuel L. Pow-o-yet, resulting
from a fall which he received while riding horseback. He was transferred to the agency school.
Dr. Houck, the agency physician, attended the case, and at the end of term he was dismissed entirely well.

The buildings, as I have reported before, are poor and in an unfinished state and more room
and better accommodations are needed in order to secure better results.
The water supply is again nearly exhausted and it will be only a few days when we will be
obliged to haul water 3 miles. During the past three years we have had to haul all the water
that was used at the school twenty-two months out of thirty-six. But there is no need of my
going into the details, as special reports and estimates have been made by Agent Luckey and
forwarded to your honor, asking for authority and funds to make the improvements which are
very much needed at this school.
Hoping that my successor here may meet with more encouraging results and be of more benefit to these people, with thanks to my superiors in the service for their courteous treatment,
and with no regrets at leaving,
I am, very respectfully,
F. T. SAMPSON,
Superintendent.
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SPRINGS BOARDING SCHOOL.

WARM SPRINGS AGENCY, OREGON, July 1, 1892.
SIR: In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to submit my report of the school
work under my charge for the year ending June 30, 1892.
Attendance. For once at least school opened on time, September 1, last, with 6 boys and
3 girls.
By September 30 there were 18 boys and 16 girls, in all 34. Average attendance was
14g. Last year school opened September 9 with 4 boys and 2 girls. Ssptember 30 there
were 8 boys and 4 girls, in all 12 average attendance, lO^. Most of the scholars came innear
the last of the month this last September, which is the reason why the average is not higher,
as compare! with the number of scholars enrolled the previous year. December 31 there were
enrolled, boys 30, girls 32; total 62; average attendance, 50gg. December 31, 1891, there were,
boys 31, girls 33; total 64; average attendance, 44. March 31 there were enrolled, boys 34,
average attendance, 62g?. March 31, 1891, the number was, boys 35, girls 35;
girls 35; in all 69
in all 70: average attendance, 62 91
June 30 there were, boys 30, girls 34; total 64; average
5
59
June
attendance,
9r
30, 1891, the number was, boys 34, girls 36; total 70; average attend:

;

.

.

ance,

61.

The average attendance for the last quarter would have been much higher had it not been
that several of the larger boys over 18 years were induced to attend school during the winter
mouths under promise that when springtime came they could go home to help their parents.
As they were in each case the only sons of their parents it seemed very proper to let them go
home, which was done.
The average attendance for the year would have been still higher than was that of the previous year had it not been that two boys were sent to the Salem Training School, February 26
Then we had two deaths, both girls, while last year there were
last, as per your instructions.
no deaths.
Measles. During the month of March this school had a run of the measles, the greater part of
the scholars having them. There were 23 girls out'of 33 in bed at one time. Most of the scholars
rapiiiy recovered, but a few were ailing for some time and several were allowed to go home
for a season. One of these, a little girl, died at home.
Progress made. Progress has been made, but not to that extent that I had hoped for and had
in mind at the opening of the school. The year has been a peculiarly trying one in several respects. Some of the reasons that made it so have affected the entire school management.
To the praise of the scholars be it said, that as a rule they were more tractable, more willing
to help each other, and to attend to their prescribed duties than ever before. They were also
more contented than ever before to my knowledge. One thing that made them much more so
was that they were better fed and clothed than in previous years.
Prospects for the future. I am thankful that there is a good prospect for a new boarding school
building to be erected and furnished before the end of another school year. Though I do not
expect to be here to help in the work under better conditions, I am none the less anxious that
the improvements now contemplated may be fully carried out. The good of these Indians during long years of service has been with me the primary object, and I am willing it shall be said
of our successors, " Other men labored and ye are entered into their labors."
It is not without regret that a final leave is taken of the work among these Indian boys and
girls, the progress of many of whom has been watched since the days of their infancy, and to
bid good-bye to the older Indians, who have been friends for nearly fifteen years; but a change
seems desirable, and the work in school and religious lines is laid down with the hope that
those who are to follow may take it up and carry it on to a greater success.
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During all the years of my sojourn here I have ever kept in mind the fact that my parents
crossed the pathless plains on horseback away back in 1838, coming out from their New England home as missionaries to the Indians and it was my duty to cherish the missionary spirit.
Nine of the first years of my life were pas;>ed among Indians. To this add nearly fifteen at this
agency, makes nearly half of my life thus spent. I now leave them, but not to forget them, and
my constant desire shall be that they may be helped and saved.
:

Very respectfully,

C. H. WALKER,
Superintendent Agency Boarding School.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN SOUTH DAKOTA.
REPORT OF CHEYENNE RIVER AGENCY.
FOREST CITY, November 5,
In compliance with the instructions contained in office letter of 25th
ultimo, I have the honor to forward this report for the past year.
I took charge and full control of this agency July 25, 1892, relieving- Special
United States Indian Agent Chas. H. Thompson, and since then I have been
kept very busy in the acquainting myself with the requirements and duties of
my position. I am unable to submit as full a report as I wish, being in charge
only a short time.
Location.
This agency is located on the west bank of the Missouri River, some
55 miles northeast of its former location at Fort Bennett, opposite Forest City,
Potter County, S. Dak., and it was moved to its present location in August, 1891.
The post-office at this place is called Cheyenne Agency, and daily mails are
received and sent. The nearest telegraph office is at Gettysburg, a terminal
station of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway, 16 miles east of the agency.
The Forest City and Sioux City Railroad, from Gettysburg, has its terminal at
Forest City, S. Dak., opposite to the agency.
The census of the Indians of this agency was taken by my predePopulation.
cessor, and the result of the same is as follows
SIR

:

:

Males
Females

__
_

1,153
1,264

_

Total

2,417

Males over 18 years
Females over 14 years
Males under 18 years
Females under 14 years
Total
Total between 6 and 16 years
Total of school age, between

603
843
550
421

and

1

8 years old

: .

2,417
583
685

This census is as near correct as could be had, with help then at hand in getting, and will not be much out of the way. Comparison with the same of the past
year shows a decrease. The difference is due to the deaths and to those who
left the agency and went to Pine Ridge, and I am informed are now taken upon
the census rolls at said agency. The deaths this year are in excess of the births.
Occupations of the Indians.
They have been engaged during the past year in
farming and stock-raising. The farming has been on a limited scale compared
with the past. This was owing to the lateness of the spring: and so much rain
being had when the season to plow and plant was at hand, the acreage planted
was not up to the past years. Yet those of the progressive element among the
Indians who planted crops, and gave the same the proper attention, have been
successful in getting good returns, and from what I have seen I am satisfied they
will do better this year, as the crops so raised have encouraged them that am
pie returns will be the result of their labors and attention if given to their farming in proper season.
My own observation and experience are that this is no ifgricultural country.
While the farmers on the east side of the Missouri River fail at times to make
a success in farming, one must expect the Indians to do so, and one can not hope
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The way to make them self-supporting is to
to make farmers of these Indians.
have them become stock-raisers and for the rearing and raising of stock this
reservation is excellent. The grazing is good, and the land is far better for this
purpose than farming.
During the past fiscal year the Indians and mixed bloods of this agency sold to
Government 2,098 head beef cattle, weighing 2,222,615 pounds gross, and received
therefor $77.347.29. It can be seen that with proper encouragement they could
be able to supply all the beef required for the service at this agency in the fu;

making the home market dispose of the results of their labors derived from the rearing of stock on the reservation.
They were also engaged in hauling supplies to out-stations, from Fort Pierre
to old agency before moving up here, and from boat landing to agency warehouses.
The following will show what they earned during the past year, viz :
ture, thus

Transporting of supplies
From Fort Pierre to old agency
:

,

To out-stations
From boatlanding

---

Sale of beef cattle
Sale of hay grain and wood
.

,

Total--..

$153.37
2,687.15
302.85
77,347.29
1, 967. 50

82,458.16

Of this amount disbursed to the Indians at this agency $302.85 was amount
paid by the contractors for delivering supplies that were to be delivered in the
agency warehouse, leaving the sum of $82,156.31 as the amount earned and paid
them by the Government. The amounts paid those in Government employment,
as agency or school employes, is not taken into consideration. Of the horses,
ponies, and cattle sold to others than to the Government I have no data, but the
money thus obtained is considerable.
It can be seen that the majority of the Indians and mixed bloods are self-supporting, and it is a source of gratification to know it.
About nine-tenths of the Indians are living in good log houses, and some of
the most progressive among them and of the mixed bloods have frame houses,
and are surrounded with comforts and conveniences of civilization.
Education.
This most important feature of the better civilization of these Indians has not been neglected. I regret that the closing of schools for vacations
was at hand when I first visited this agency, yet from what I did see I am fully
And although much disappointment
satisfied that good work has been done.
was experienced, owing to the fact that the " new boarding school " at the agency
headquarters was not built during the past year, yet all were encouraged by
knowing that the Government was doing all in its power to have school facilities at hand for them.
I will only refer to main features, as I learn from the
records, about each school
Boys' boarding school, near old Fort Bennett, is 55 miles southwest from agency,
and was under charge of Supt. B. F. McCormack for the greater part of the past
year, he having succeeded Supt. G. W. Wroten. With the efficient corps of
employes it has done good work, although its distance from the agency prevented
giving it that close attention which is necessary to successful work; yet with all
the difficulties the work has been well done at this school. The enrollment was
65 during the year average attendance, 52.42-f- cost of maintaining the same,
(

:

;

;

$9.954.77. Of this sum $3,916.15 was for salaries for employes at said school.
Day School No. 1, located in the Blackfeet camp on the Moreau River, near its
mouth, is 30 miles west of north from the agency. Good work has been done at
this school, although the attendance was not up to the past years. This was owing
to the fact that many of its former pupils had attended, or were sent to other
schools; some went to the Pierre training school. William Holmes (Indian) was
teacher from September 1 to October 31, 1891, and his wife, Rebecca Holmes,
was the assistant teacher during this period ; but as the attendance was under
the number when the services of an assistant teacher were necessary, this position was discontinued after October 31. Mr. Holmes having with the permission of your office obtained a leave to go East to complete his studies, on
November 1, 1891, he was relieved, and the position was given to Mrs. Holmes,
who then had charge and conducted the school till close of the fiscal year, June
30, 1892. It was understood that when Mr. Holmes returned, if he should so desire
He has now returned,
it, his former position would be given him in this school.

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN SOUTH DAKOTA.

428

has been renominated and appointed to his former portion. The school work
during the past year was well conducted, and Mrs. Holmes has credit of doing
good work. I regret very much that she is not retained in the school work for
this

coming year.

The enrollment shows

15

;

average attendance 12.30+ cost of maintaining said
amount there was paid
;

school was $754.74, and of this

To William Holmes, as teacher
To Mrs. Rebecca Holmes, as teacher
To Mrs. Rebecca Holmes, as assistant teacher

$120.00
480.00
72. 00
672. 00

Supplies, etc., furnished---

82.74

Total

754.74

was not in operation during past fiscal year. As this school
Day
is on ceded lands, and there is no possibility of its ever being' used for school
purposes by the Government, I would respectfully suggest that the building be
issued to the Indian who has filed or made his selection for allotment on which
the same is located, or contiguous thereto.
Day School No. 3, at Charger's camp, 2 miles west from present agency headquarters, Miss Agnes J. Lockhart, teacher. The attendance has been small during the past year enrollment, 15 average attendance, 8.96. The cost of maintaining the same being: Salary, $600; supplies, etc., furnished, $81.13; total,
$681.13. When the new school (boarding) is put in operation here, this day
school will be discontinued, and the teacher, Miss Agnes J. Lockhart, transferred to same as one of the teachers.
Day School No. 4, located at Swift Bird's camp, 7 miles north from agency
Miss Viola Cook, teacher very good teacher, and did good work, but as there
were so few children in this camp the attendance was small. Enrollment, 10;
average attendance, 7.04. The cost of maintaining the same being For salary
$600. and for supplies, etc., $74 total, $674. Owing to the small number of children attending this school, it has been deemed best to discontinue it. and it will
not be in operation this year. When the new boarding school at this place is
opened and put in operation, the teacher, Miss Cook, will be transferred and
appointed as one of the teachers.
Day School No. 5 is located on the Moreau River at On the Tree's camp, about
48 miles northwest from the agency. Nelson W. Dumm was transferred from
day school No. 7 in October, 1891, to teach at this school, and since he has had
charge of the same a great improvement has taken place at this camp. Under
him a good record of work well done has been made, and the Indians located
in this neighborhood seem to fully appreciate the same. The attendance has
been very good; the enrollment, 30; average attendance, 21. The cost of
maintaining the same being for teacher's salary from October 17 to June 30, 1892,
$508; supplies, etc., furnished, $136.10; total, $584.10. This school building
should be enlarged.
Day School No. 6, situated at Four Bear's camp, nearly 20 miles north from the
agency, has done good work under the management of Miss Annie Brown, who
has been in the service as teacher for many years past at this school.
This camp and people located here are among the best, and most loyal of the
Indians of this agency, and always take a great interest in their school. The
attendance good enrollment, 20 average attendance, 13.77 cost of maintaining
the same, for salary, $600 for supplies, etc., furnished, $70.63 total, $670.63.
Day School No. 7 is located at White Horse camp, near the mouth of the Little
Moreau River, on the main Moreau River, about 36 miles northwest from the
agency. This is the best of camps, and although so many of the children have
been placed in other schools, yet the attendance has been good. Mr. Nelson^W.
Dumm was teacher from September 1, 1891, to October 17, 1891, and was then
transferred to school No. 5.
Mrs. Marcia De Vinny was appointed as teacher
from October 17, 1891, till close of the year, June 30, 1892. These teachers have
both done good work. Enrollment, 12 average attendance, 9.5+ cost of maintaining the same was, for salaries, to Mr. Dumm, $92. and Mrs. De Vinny, $508, and
for supplies furnished, $68.42 total, $668.42. The Indians of this camp were
well pleased with Mrs. De Vinny's management, and have spoken of her in the
highest terms, thus showing their appreciation of what is being done arid has
been done by the Government in the educating of their children.
School No. 2

1

;

;

:

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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Day School No. 8 is located on Cherry Creek, about 10 miles from its mouth,
and by the road is about 90 miles from the agency in a southwesterly direction.
John F. Carson, teacher, has done good work during the past year. Although the
enrollment was not large, yet it opened with a large number, but many of the
children were placed in other schools after opening. This school is located in
such a place that at certain times of the year it is almost impossible to get a full
attendance owing to the high waters in Cherry Creek, as the parents live
on both side of said creek. This building when first built was intended only for
a farmer's residence, and it is only now used for school purposes temporarily.
It is not conveniently arranged for a schoolhouse, and the building is inadequate
Yet with all this
to accommodate the pupils that could be induced to attend.
lack Mr. Carson has done very well, and his work is fully appreciated by those
among the Indians of that locality who take an interest in school matters. The
Indians of this neighborhood are the most backward element of this agency. I
and I shall
hope, with proper encouragement, he will meet with more success,
The enrollment was 28 average attendance,
do'all I can towards assisting him.
The cost of maintaining the same, viz For salary, $600; supplies, etc.,
12.89.
;

:

furnished, $61.46; total, $661.46.

St. John's Mission, near Fort Bennett, opened very auspiciously, but the agency
being removed from that neighborhood to its new location made a great difference and was a source of discouragemet to those in charge. Shortly aftsr this
Mr. J. F. Kinney and wife, retired from the care and management of a school
where they both had labored faithfully for so many years, and the departure of
these two Christian teachers was keenly felt by those Indians who had their
daughters in attendance at the school. Rt. Rev. W. H. Hare, of the Episcopal
Church, under whose supervision this mission school is placed, appointed Mr.
W. H. Pond and wife to succeed in the management and care of the school.
These new workers in the field have labored faithfully, and the school still
maintains its place as one of the best of schools for the education of Indian girls.
Its distance from the agency headquarters makes it nearly impossible to do for
Yet with this discouragement the attendance
this school what should be done.
has been regular the enrollment, 45; average attendance 42.01 Cost of maintaining same to the Government being for supplies only $1,970.55; the missionary
society of the P. E. Church furnish the means for conducting the same by
paying the employes and other necessary expenses. As this school has done
good work and is now remote from here I would suggest that it be made a con;

tract school.
This work has been faithfully attended to by the different
Missionary work.
religious bodies of which the Indians are members. The representatives and
ministers have all done good work, and only once in awhile are the sect prejudices apparent. Even in more civilized communities this feeling of prejudice
is mdre apparent.
I am satisfied from what I have seen that as the Indian gains
more in knowledge more charity will be entertained by them for each other.
And the missionaries and the ministers of the different churches here on this

agency, I must say. have done much towards making those under their charge
and care loyal and obedient to the Government and to the agent. All have kept
from suggesting', interfering, or meddling in any manner with the administration of affairs of this agency in other words, they all have confined themselves
;

to their duties.

The Catholic Congress held here was well attended, and also the convocation
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the Indians seem to be encouraged, and
trust that in the future "much good will result from the efforts made for their
welfare by the different missionaries.
The Protestant Episcopal Church, Congregational, and the Roman Catholic
Church are the leadin g bodies on this agency. The Roman Catholics had a church
erected near here, and the same was dedicated on July 3 last. The storm" of July
19 following demolished this fine building.
I am informed it is their intention
to have another erected during the year.
The native teachers of the Congregational Church have been doing good work in the different camps where they are
located. Rev. E. Ashley is the resident missionary of the P. E. Church, and Rev.
T. L. Riggs of the Congregational Church. The work of these gentlemen among
the Indians is so well and favorably known that it is not necessary for me to say
more than that they have devoted themselves constantly to their mission work
during the past year.
The moral tone of the Indians is improving, owing to the interest taken in
their churches.
Indian police. The Indian police has done good work during the past year.
The force of this agency consists of 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, and 25 privates, in
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and as they have shown their efficiency as well as promptness when called
and out of season, and are ever ready for duty, furnishing' their own
horses and equipments, I would recommend that their pay be increased, commensurate to the requirements of duties and service they are called upon to
all 27,

upon

in

render.

This court has proven to be a power fordoing much
respected by the Indians. Numerous cases have been called up before it during the past year. I regret no permanent record has been kept of
them. It is deemed of great advantage to the Indians to have their many cases
settled by this court, or adjusted between themselves through the influence of
clerk for this court is needed, so as to keep a permanent recoi d
this court.
of the cases tried, and as it is a necessity I trust the Department will take the
propar steps, in this matter.
Sanitary condition. The sanitary condition of the Indians is good and improving, although during the past year many deaths occurred, all from consumption
and scrofula. Owing to change in physicians, no proper records have been made
of all the deaths.
The present physician has been here only sines May, and he
is therefore unable to submit a report.
It is observable, however, that a marked
change has occurred among these Indians in the modes of living. They show a
disposition to avail themselves of the service of the agency physician; the
physician being called upon to attend cases as far west as Cherry Creek, and far
hosnorthwest as Green Grass Creek, on the Moreau River, about 60 miles.
pital should be built here, so that it should not only be an asylum, bat a place
where certain incurable cases as well as injured patients could receive rational
traa'ment; where medicines could be administered regularly as prescribed,
and where some nurse could give humane care. A vast amountof good would result therefrom, as so many cases could be treated far better than now, and have
reasonab e chance of recovery. Let a man visit a sick Indian in a tepee and he
will feel the force of this request.
The buildings at this agency consist of agent's, clerk's, and physiBuildings.
cian's residences, three employes' quarters, one mess house, four warehouses,
one office, one dispensary, one court room, police quarters and jail, one barn,
one blacksmith and carpenter shop, one coal house, one granary (now used for
oil house), one ice house, two sheds, and five outhouses, on 3 slaughter house
and corral, etc. They were erected here last fall all in fair shape and condition
excepting the following buildings that were wrecked and damaged by the great
storm of the night of July 19, 1892 One barn was moved off its foundation 2 feet,
needs replacing back to its former place and the broken timbers on the inside
replac d by new ones; two sheds damaged so as to require new timbers to replace the broken ones police stable was leveled to the ground and demolished
by the storm (a new one will be rebuilt soon) warehouse No. 2 wrenched badly
and thrown out of plumb, if we had the necessary tools and appliance could replace the broken timbers and restore to its former position the jail, court room,
and police quarters wrenched and twisted out of shape and carried off of its base
and foundation for over 20 feet. Although not wrecked it could not be replaced
without detaching the jail part with proper appliances and tools i.t could be
placed back in its former position. The employe quarters ISTo. 4 were carried
over 40 feet from its foundation and wrecked so badly that a new building must
be built in its place. Work on the same is commenced by tearing down the
same and making preparation to rebuild. The outhouses blown down will be
Court of Indian offenses

good, and

1

is

A

A

:

;

:

:

;

rebuilt soon.
Employes. So many changes have occurred during the past year among the
employes that I find only two white employes (agency) served continuously the

year through, and of the Indian employes five served the year through. So
many changes affect the work at an agency greatly. I hope with the present
force, and all the positions allowed when filled, I shall be able to do good work.
Although most all are new hands and in a manner inexperienced. I will endeavor
The office work
to do justice to the work required true, more help is needed.
has been behindhand ever since removal to this new location of the agency
headquarters, and so many changes having taken place there is no experienced
person at hand to help to keep up the work. This work is given to the only experienced employe at this agency, that is, the present clerk. It seems the labor
and work of two is daily rendered by him. An assistant should bo allowed by
all means.
I find the Indian employes (with a few exceptions) to bi- good and
faithful in the discharge of their duties and work required of them, and am well
pleased with those I have now.
Allotments.
The Indians who had filed their declarations had their lands
allotted to them on the ceded lands by Special Agent George W. McKean. No
allotments have been made within the bounds of the diminished reserve.
;

*
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Many Indians on this reserve have made selections or taken claims for the
out so as to betpurpose of making locations for their homes, and are scattering
ter care for their herds, by having better ranges for the grazing of the same.
When there is time, in near future I will submit a map where surveys should
be made for the purpose of inducing those who have made their selections to
take the sama as an allotment. I am satisfied that the time is near when all on
the reserve will take their allotments, and some would do so now if it was surveyed.
Ceded lands. The Indians living thereon, who have taken allotments have repeatedly made complaints at the agency office of their white neighbors encroaching and trespassing on their premises, and in many instances threatened them
with violence. Yet I am unable to do anything to protect them. Neither is
there any law for them, so they can seek redress in the courts. The attention
of the United States district attorney for South Dakota was called to the fact,
but it seams he could find no law to help. Ons of my predecessors submitted
the matter to the Department, but nothing has been heard of it. If the Indians
are entitled to any protection it should be given them; and as they are on
ceded lands the agent can not render them the due and proper protection deShould any more cases occur I shall refer the same with all the facts to
sired.
your office and sea if proper legislation can be had to render protection to the
Indians who belong here but live on allotments within the limits of the ceded
lands.
Conclusion.
The work of the past can not be said to have been successful, and
even -at best civilization is slow. Surely what required twenty centuries to do
is slow, compared with what our people sfrnd Government wish to do in little
over one century. It must be taken into consideration that this agency was
moved to a new locality all buildings were erected anew; shortly after accepting of them, supplies coming, employes had to assist in the ferrying of the same,
and when delivered and preparations for winter were being made, an investigation of affairs here took place, which eventually resulted in the suspension of
the then agent (who afterwards resigned): and also some of the employes were
suspended and discharged. A special Indian agent was placed in the charge of
the agency for four months. Then another special agent was sent to relieve the
Then I took charge.
first, the latter remaining in charge for same period.
AVith all these changes the work of the agency has been carried on the best way
it could be done.
The effect of these different changes has been felt, and it can
be seen that it has in some manner retarded work that should have been done
during the past year. Yet with all this the most gratifying feature of my brief
experience is the continued exhibition of a spirit of confidence and good feeling
on the part of the Indians and mixed bloods to the employes at this agency.
With this state of things on one hand and the aid and furtherance of sincere
efforts on the part of the Government, through your Department, I feel justified
in expecting that much will result from the work in this present year.
I desire to thank the Department for its considerateness, bearing with me in
submitting thi:3~"report, and also for the hearty support extended and accorded
for all measures brought to its notice for the good of the Indians and the service
at this agency.
Statistics submitted also.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

FRANK

LILLIBRIDGE,

U. S. Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF CROW CREEK AND LOWER BRULE AGENCY.
CROW CREEK AND LOWER
Crow

BRUL.6 AGENCY,

Creek, S. Dak., September 30, 1892.
SIR In obedience to instructions contained in your circular letter of June 23,
1892, and in compliance with section 210, Regulations of the Indian Department,
1884, I have the honor to herewith submit my third annual report of this the
Crow Creek and Lower Brule Consolidated Agency for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1891, and to accompany the same with statistical records on the blanks
prepared, covering fifty-eight heads of information pertaining to each agency,
and twenty-three heads of information in application separately to each of the
industrial boarding, contract, and day schools under my supervision.
:
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Difference of Indians defined.
This agency, as the name signifies, is consolidated
and comprised of what were formerly two separate and distinct agencies the
Crow Creek Agency and the Lower Brule Agency, with an agent for each, until
August 22, 1882, at which time the two agencies were last consolidated but the
only significance of which I am aware that the term has in application to this
agency at the present time is the consolidation of the work, duties, and responsibilities of two agents imposed upon one.
The Indians of both ressrvations are all Sioux, but there is a wide difference
between the two tribes in almost everything that would indicate unity. The
agency headquarters established for each are 30 miles apart, and on opposite
sides of the Missouri River, and maintained by separate and complete sets of
employes, all record of public property and accounts of cash being submitted
quarterly as for two agencies, and shipment of all supplies made direct to each
agency, except mailable matter which should pass through the main office,
located at the agent's headquarters and addressed to the agent, Crow Creek and
Lower Brule Consolidated Agency, Crow Creek Post-Office, Buffalo County, S.
Dak. Messages sent by telegraph should read, "via Chamberlain, S. Dak."
The land set apart by treaty stipulation as permanent reservations for them
are unconnected and belong distinctively to the Indians drawing rations at each
agency, nothing being held in common. "Great inconvenience is caused in traveling from one agency to the other on account the distance over very rough and
hilly country, and the barrier formed by the treacherous Missouri River which
is crossed only at one point opposite the city of Chamberlain by a steam ferry,
and on the newly constructed pontoon bridge, the charter for which was granted
by the last Congress, and lately completed through the enterprise of Hon. J. M.
Greene, of Chamberlain, an undertaking that has been accomplished by a
large expenditure of money, and which greatly benefits the Lower Brule Indians
and all other farmers living on the west side of the river, affording, as it does,
increased facilities for more cheaply marketing their grain, other products, and
;

stock.

GENERAL REMARKS.
With

the differences which I have above pointed out there are, however, general remarks pertaining alike to the separate reservations and Indians belonging to both tribes which, with a view to brevity, are considered first, after which
the condition of affairs at each agency is clearly set forth.
Climate.
The climate of this and surrounding country is not to be excelled for
health, and the figures furnished do not fully show its merits. The atmosphere
here is dry and invigorating, and the severe cold is not felt so severely as in
Nine days out of every ten are fair and sunlit.
localities where the air is damp.
The temperature, however, is subject to great variation in a short length of
J
time, and ranges throughout the year from 40 below zero to 120 F. above, the
winters being usually very cold and the summers exceedingly hot.
The seasons here are such as to make grain raising unprofitable, owing to-the
continued droughts which have visited this locality in years past, and if favorable to any industry which Indians can pursue would be that of stock-raising.
The spring year begins sometimes early and sometimes very late. Wheat has
been planted here as early as February, but this year no small grain could be
sown until about the 1st of April, and corn was not planted until nearly the 1st
of June, and as a consequence has been somewhat damaged by frost, which may
be expected any time after September 1. This section is about the northern
limit of the corn belt and seasons favorable for the maturity of that cereal are
the exception and not the rule.
Industries.
Farming and agriculture are the chief occupations of nearly all the
Sioux, necessarily so because of the lack of opportunities to engage in other lines
of business, consequently their prosperity and happiness is largely measured by
the favorable seasons through which they pass and the amounts of grain raised by
them for market but owing to the lack of moisture and the severe drought which
seldom fails to visit this locality during the growing season, farming has been
attended with discouraging results to both whites and Indians, who expect much
larger returns for labor performed, and receive as much less as their ignorance
of method in agriculture compares with the knowledge and system of an average white farmer.
The soil of this country is rich and possesses the constituents necessary for
producing all varieties of cereal grain, vegetables, shrubbery, and the hardy
fruits, and if rainfall could be depended upon or moisture regularly supplied
during the growing season, would be wonderfully productive. The success
\vhi< h would attend agriculture by a system of irrigation, and the relief from
periods of drought thereby brought about to this State, here suggests itself.
;
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been demonstrated beyond doubt that this whole section of country east
Missouri River is underlaid with an immense basin of water, which can
be reached by artesian wells at depths from 400 to 1,500 feet, from which comes
a ceaseless flow of water, and in some instances, of great volume and force. I
have not had the time to investigate the practicability of a general system of
irrigation, and will not take up that subject at this time further than to state
that if everything pointing to success in agriculture is in its favor the cost would
be against it. However, I have in view a few points on the Crow Creek Reservation where the sinking of artesian wells would be of inestimable benefit to the
Indians and withal a profitable undertaking.
For instance, at the head of
either Soldier or Campbell Creek, which are dry or where stagnant water remains in sink holes during he greater part of the year. An artesian well at
the head of either or both of these creeks of sufficient volume to continue the
flow to the river would benefit the Indians in many ways
would supply wholesome watsr for the stock belonging to the Indians thickly settled along the
banks would increase the precipitation of moisture or dew for considerable
distances on either side of the banks of the creek, and generally improve the
atmosphere and sanitary condition of the surrounding country.
Under present conditions I consider stock-raising to be the most
Stock-raising.
favorable and profitable .of any industry which Indians can at present pursue
and one which will contribute more largely to their self-support. The occupation of herding and caring for stock seems to bs one more nearly adapted to
their natures than any other facility for money-making which their reservations
afford, suiting as it does their natural inclinations to horseback riding and doing away with that laborious part of grain-raising which is wearisome to whites
and which Indians have neither the patience nor the motive to perform, knowing as they do that their bread is not dependent upon the number of bushels of
wheat that they raise. Portions of their reservation are particularly adapted
for stock-i aising
thousands of heads of cattle and horses are raised here which
have never been fed in winter and without artificial shelter from storm. I do
not contend that such a course is advisable or encouraged among these Indians,
but simply make the statement to show the natural advantage to stock afforded
by the hills for protection and the prairies covered by buffalo grass for feed during the winter. The cost of raising Battle up to the time of feeding them for
mai'ket is therefore comparatively smaller than in eastern States. I would not
advise the introduction of sheep among Indians until they further acquire, by
training and experience, habits of exercising constant care for the protection of
their stock. There are but few Indians on either of these reservations who are
not anxious to possess stock and who are not capable of caring for the same if
It has
of the

1

;

;

;

made to do so.
With opportunities

to engage themselves in money-making occupations and
a fair return for labor performed, I am satisfied that thess Indians would become
far more industrious than at the present time, and would add
largely to their
They are willing to perform labor for remuneration, are anxious
self-support.
for positions of trust and salary, and are disappointed if the opportunity to haul
freight and other means of obtaining money is lost to them, which means are
limited. They have nothing to sell except what is raised in favorable seasons*
The advantages offered at the boarding school for training in industrial pursuits are limited to the care of stock and farm work for the boys and general
household duties for the girls. The few positions authorized at the agencies
which Indians are competent to fill are eagerly sought after by them at salaries
as follows
Crow Creek.
Lower Bride.
:

Assistant miller
Assistant blacksmith
2 assistant

_'

carpenters

Wheelwright/1

carpenter's apprentice
1 blacksmith's
apprentice
1 tinner
2 laborers
1

3

herder with pony
judges

Interpreter
9 Indian police

'_

$300
240
240
240
180
180
240
240
600
*io
300

1
1

laborer in charge of barn
laborer
._

Herder
3 judges
1 interpreter _
16 Indian police

...A
_

.

1 officer

*lo
*10
*

I A-

1 assistant carpenter
1 apprentice carpenter
1 apprentice blacksmith

15 privates.

:

Captain
Privates,.

8397

Assistant blacksmith

Per mouth.

$240
240
]80
180
,360

240
600
*10
300

:

.

*15
*10
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Contracts.
There is no provision for the general employment of Indian laoor
and none contemplated by the Government that I am aware of. as it seems to be
the policy of the Interior Department to let by contract, as nearly as possible,
everything furnished for Indians, the wisdom of which has never been explained
to me. There must be profits to the contractor on every article furnished, and

instances unwarrantable profits over and above the cost of production
Immense quantities of wooden handles for tools of every description, varieties of tinware, household furniture, brooms, boots and shoes, harnesses, etc., articles simple of construction, in the manufacture of which skilled
labor is not required, and the cost of necessary machinery comparatively small,
are purchased annually from contractors, as required by the Indian service.
Your consideration of this matter was invited in my last annual report, and
the question is again asked, Is it possible that certain articles can not be manufactured at the different agencies, as required by the service, giving employment to Indians, at a cost which would compare favorably with the price at present being paid, taking into consideration the value which would thereby be
afforded for repairing and making good such articles as now become worthless
and are cast away? Contracts for improvements at agencies and upon reservations, involving in a large degree the commonest kind of labor, are extended
each year, with no reference to Indian labor. Can not some provisions be made
in letting this work by contract without increase of cost, whereby the contractor
shall be compelled to give employment to willing Indians in all work which they
are competent to perform at wages no higher than is paid whites ?
Two million thirty-five thousand pounds of beef on hoof were purchased under
contract and issued to these Indians during the past fiscal year at$3.87 and $3.76
per hundred weight for steers and 20 per cent less for cows, rates 50 per cent
higher than the price paid in open market for similar beef during the same period in this locality, representing a profit to the contractor on this one article
furnished of not less than $23,842 in one year, which profit, if invested in stock
cattle for issue to Indians, would purchase 1,200 good dairy cows, the increase
from which in a short time would allow Indians to supply all beef required and
establish among them an industry the most favorable of any which Indians are
competent to carry on. and which would be profitable at market prices and a
veritable boon to them at rates paid contractors.
Timber on reservations. There has never been on either of these reservations
timber for any purpose except in limited quantities. The varieties are principally cotton wood, box elder, ash. and oak. growing only along the river and
larger creeks, barely sufficient to furnish Indians their fuel and supply the demands of the Government for use at the schools and agencies, for which Indians
are paid $3.50 per cord for soft and $5 per cord for hard. Since the allotment of
land in several ty the timber is confined to the ownership of a few Indians and is
becoming exhausted faster than produced. The few trees that Indians have
planted on their allotments and around their houses have invariably died. out
owing to the lack of moisture.
No depredations committed by Indians. I maintain with due pride the highest
praise for these Indians in not having to report a single instance of depredation
committed by them during the past year or a single act of transgression on the
rights of whites or other Indians which they themselves have not amicably
settled. There has been no claim against the Government arising out of depredations committed by Crow Creek or Lower Brule Indians sincel assumed charge
of this agency.
I maintain further that few communities of civilized whites can
make a better showing in this respect than the Crow Creek and Lower Brule
Indians.
Habits.
It is noticable "that a marked improvement in the customs and manners of Indians is being made with each year. They are becoming more ready to
adopt civilized habits, and their condition to-day is in marked contrast for the
better with that of former years, but even now far from what it should be.
There are few but what desire to live in frame houses and to do away with the
tepee, except for use during the summer and in making trips to the agency for
their weekly supplies of rations. Their houses as a- rule are very dirty and only
occasionally js there an Indian who makes any pretensions towards keeping his
house attractive^ or clean, or who has any inclination to beautify his home.
Among themselves they are a very sociable people; they delight in holding frequent councils and talks, and to travel about visiting one another. They likewise prefer to do their work in bands and their farming in " bees " for plowing,
seeding and harvesting.
Their disposition, as I observe them, is that of discontent, and they are far
from being- a happy race of people. They have an inherent dislike for the pale
in

many

and delivery.
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to favor or accommodate a white man without beolder ones, particularly, have a sullen disposition and brood discontent over their subdued condition and over the loss of their territory and freedom to roam about without restraint, and over the extermination of the buffalo
and deer, and the consequent loss of opportunites to exercise their favorite and
profitable pastime of hunting. The day when these Indians could go out on
their own territory, and in a short time return with a buffalo, deer, and antelope for food and their hides for sale, has long since passed away until now absolutely no game remains in its wild state.
Dancing. They are very fond of dancing, but at this agency are restricted as
Social gatherings are permitted
to the character and frequency of their dances.
among them twice a week at which dancing is participated in to a moderate degree
but no objectionable features are introduced. At these gatherings may be found
Indians, church communicants who do not uphold dancing in any form, but are
drawn there out of a social spirit to discuss, in council, their tribal affairs, the
various stipulations of treaties into which they have entered with the Government, subjects of agriculture, stock-raising, etc., and if dancing among Indians is to be tolerated at all, it would be difficult to restrict them to .any form
where less objectionable features are introduced than that which is allowed
among Indians of this agency.
I want it to be understood that I do not uphold or encourage dancing in any
degree among these Indians, but at the same time I would not recommend the
adoption of any standing rule or regulation which entirely prohibits dancing
or abridges freedom of action, for the same reason that I would not favor such
a law among whites. I would favor educating them, if practicable, beyond the
desire to participate in dances.
Their idea of justice, right and wrong, is clearly denned, and the practice of
the same in every-day life by Indians of this agency would be a credit to many
white communities. There are very few cases of theft, and very seldom is any
article missed from the agency or by employes for which Indians are blamed,
although the opportunities for stealing are manifold.
Their desire for morality is likewise creditable, and the practice of
Morality.
chastity among them is remarkable, taking into consideration the close contact
between males and females of all classes, and in many instances of no relation,
necessarily brought about by their mode of living in tepees or in houses which
only in few cases contain more than one room. Undue familiarity is frowned
down upon as being disgraceful, and the punishment for this offense meted out
by the Indian judges is usually severe. In times past it was the custom for an
Indian to take unto himself one or more wives now such practice is strictly
prohibited, and the state of polygamy does not exist here, except in ten cases at
Crow Creek and nine at Lower Brule of longstanding. Marriages among them
now are solemnized only by authorized officers or by ministers and priests, and
can only be nullified or divorce granted by due process of the law of this State.
Formerly the squaw was the bread-earner and upon her fell most of the laborious part of their life, but a gradual change is now being brought about the men
are beginning to assume the responsibility of providing for. their families and it
is the exception rather than the rule to see the squaw at work in the fields.
There are but few male Indians on either reservation to-day who do not wear
citizens' clothes, and take some pride in presenting a respectable appearance,
not to say neat.
Education.
The greatest of all forces which has been set to work, and is nowworking among Indians, calculated to bring them up to the standard of citizenship, is unquestionably that of education, and particularly school education, and
one need only to compare their condition now with that of a few years ago to
observe the extent of progress in every line due to this force. Indian youth, in
many instances, have the ability to learn to read, write, and talk the English
language about as readily as the average foreigner, and are susceptible of even
a high education, but very few have as yet reached that point or experienced
that responsibility resting upon them necessary for them to perceive "or appreciate the benefits of an education, and this is the greatest drawback which is now
encountered in securing the attendance of Indian youth in schools.
In my judgment there is not one-third of the parents on these reservations
who desire that their children should attend school, or who would voluntarily
place them therein, and owing largely to the influence exerted upon the pupils
by the dispositions oi their parents, not over one out of ten would remain in
school if allowed to go to their homes. They are not yet brought to the realization of the value of an education, owning to the lack of responsibility resting
face,
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upon them to earn a living-, due largely. I apprehend, to the provision made by
the Government for their food, clothing, and shelter. As a consequence the
proper incentive to study is not manifested and they do not learn as rapidly as
they otherwise would, or in proportion to their intelligence and ability to do so,
but enter school rather with the idea to pass away the time and comply with
the law. For the same reasons, they are not found in schools after the age of
compulsory attendance is passed, that of 18 years, and not one in a thousand has
any inclination to pursue a higher education or to acquire a profession in life.
The present administration of Indian affairs is awake to this condition among
Indians, and is earnest in the endeavor to impress upon Indians the importance
of their cooperation with the Government to acquire a fitting education, and
to prepare themselves for self-support and competency to assume citizenship.
This subject is taken up and most ably considered by you, in your letter of Juno
16 last, addressed to Capt. George Le Roy Brown, U. S. Army, acting Indian
agent, at the Pine Ridge Agency, S. Dak., in reply to a communication from
him, asking whether or not Sioux Indians will lose their rations by taking their
allotments of land in severalty under existing law, a copy of which letter was
furnished me, and from which I take the liberty to quote the following extracts,
as clearly defining the obligations of the Government to these Indians, and indicative of what your Department is striving for them to attain through the
means of education
:

:

The obligations of the Government under the agreement of February 28, 1877 (all the provisions of which agreement not in conflict with the provisions and requirements of the late Sioux

act are continued in force according to their tenor and limitation), undoubtedly is to continue
the rations "until the Indians are able to support themselves;" but the Government regards
the Indians themselves as being under equal obligation to make some effective effort to become
self-supporting, and expects them to increase each year the measure of their ability to support
themselves. Their taking allotments in severalty. as provided in the late Sioux act, will in no
wise affect their right to receive rations "until the Indians are able to siipport themselves."
That right, as we have seen, is guaranteed to them by the agreement of 1877 and continued in
force by the act of March 2, 1889.
It would, however, be idle to contend that the Government
is bound to feed the Sioux for all time to come.
The very words 'until the Indians are able to
support themselves" clearly expresses a limitation. The supposition is that the Indians then
living will in time become self-supporting. It is, I think, more than an implied expectation.
It was not intended nor does it mean that the Indians should remain in idleness in order to
preserve their right to receive rations, and that their children after them, and their children's
children shall do likewise.
The article (5) of the agreement of 1877 in which the provision respecting rations is found
il
ln consideration of the foregoing cession of territory and rights, and upon
begins by saying:
full compliance with each and every obligation assumed by the said Indians, the United States
does agree to provide all necessary aid to assist, the said Indians in the work of civilization."
Surely this presupposes effort on the part of the Indians themselves. They are to be assisted
in the work of civilization. The article then goes on to specify in what way they are to be assisted. They are to have schools provided, are to be instructed in
mechanical and agricultural
arts." and to receive rations " until the Indians are able to support themselves."
There is mutual agreement and understanding all through that the Indians shall exert themselves to become self-supporting, and in article 9 they "solemnly pledge themselves" to observe each and all of the stipulations of the agreement, to select allotments of land, and " to use
their best efforts to learn to cultivate the same."
All this should be carefully explained to the Indians, and at the same time they may be assured in positive terms that the act of taking allotments will in no wise abridge or interfere
with their existing right to receive rations until they are able to support themselves.
They must not understand, however, that it is meant by this that they will be fed by the Government year after year, and for generations to come whether they exert themselves to become
self-supporting or not. The drift of public sentiment and the tenor of the utterances of members of both branches of Congress is all against that idea and the Indians must not harbor any
'

' c

such thought.
It can be positively stated that no such course will be pursued by them: First, because the
Government is under no obligation to support them in idleness; second, it would be unjust to
the taxpayers of the C9untry to exact money from them for such purposes; third, it would be
alike iinjust to the Indians themselves to continue to feed them in idleness and without requiring them to put forth their best efforts to become self-supporting, because idleness leads to vice
and is contrary to all laws, human or divine.
It is certain that the time will come, and that before many years, when the Government will
consider its obligation to support the Sioux fulfilled and will refuse to feed them longer. Then
those that have made no preparation for that important change will have to go hungry. It is
therefore all-important that they should know the truth, and knowing it set about to put
themselves in a position to meet what is surely before them. This they can best do by taking
their lands in severalty and with the ^eoxiuful assistance the Government has promised them
in the late Sioux act (sec. 17) learn to cultivate And improve the same, sending their children
to school so that they may be able to give them needed assistance in the management of their
business and domestic affairs.
I have thus been particular in answering your inquiry for the reason that the subject is of the
greatest importance to the Sioux, not only those of your agency but of all the five Sioux agencies, and the sooner they realize and accept the situation as it really is the better it will be for
them and their children after them. I yield to no one in my friendship for these Indians, but
I would not if I had it in my power extend the ration system beyond a reasonable period, that
is to say, beyond a period when by proper effort on their part (not losing sight of the disadvantages which they will naturally have to encounter) they ought in reason to be able to stand
alone and not depend upon the Government for their daily food supply.
I repeat what I have said before in direct answer to your inquiry, that the taking of allotments by Indians will in no wise interfere with or jeopardize their right to receive rations from
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the Government until they are able to support themselves; and they should b:^ encouraged by
every possible means to take their allotments as soon as the opportunity is afforded them, remembering that by so doing they manifest a willingness and desire to fulfill their part of the
agreement with the Government, which can not fail to enlist from the authorities and the peo* * *
ple consideration and sympathy which they could not otherwise expect.
1 considef this question, so fully and clearly answered in your above letter, as
a matter of the greatest importance to these Indians, involving- as it does all
questions and difficulties which can arise in placing- the American Indian at the
goal of independence, and I have taken special pains to impress the facts and
views, as therein set forth, upon the minds of the Indians of this ag-ency as of ten
as opportunity presents, and particularly the younger ones, with whom the only
hope lies and to whom only the practice of any theory is applicable. There is
no hope for the old Indian their habits of life are firmly established and can
not be changed they can not be educated and must simply be fed, clothed, and
sheltered until they die.
Keturned students. The record of students from this ag-ency who have attended
Eastern training schools is highly unsatisfactory, particularly the effect upon
their health, and would tend to show that Indian youth should be educated in
schools on or near the reservation to which they belong and are acclimated.
The educational work going on at these agencies is further considered under
the head of "Schools."
The impression generally prevailing among people unSanitary condition.
acquainted with the personal habits and life of the Indians that, owing to
closeness to nature, Indians are a very healthy race is a wrong one. On the other
hand, they are physically the weakest and by far the most unhealthy of any
race of people that I have ever seen and what I know to be the present condition among the Sioux I believe to be true of every other tribe of Indians. They
may or may not have been more healthy in their wild, unrestricted state. It is
an astonishing fact that there are but few families of Indians on either of these
reservations who are not afflicted with some form of disease, that of the lungs
and blood in some form being most prevalent, the most fatal of which is consumption and scrofula. They are unable to stand continuous hard labor, are
easily exhausted, and not to^be compared in point of physical ability with the
Caucasian or negro. Their condition, as a matter of course, is caused chiefly by
their unclean habits of life and the lack of preparation of the food they eat,
causes that are possible of remedy to a certain extent, to which end the Government must not be slow to act.
Indians can not be depended upon to take any measures toward the amelioration of their condition. They must bs forced to assume habits and customs better calculated for ths continuance of life than at present. Their condition is
not to be wondered at when their mode of living is known. During the winter
their houses, usually containing but one room, are plastered by a clay cement
impervious to air, in which a whole family reside, with their dogs, and wherein
dirt and filth are allowed to accumulate and no thought passed concerning ventilation other than to prevent it.
I never heard of an Indian bathing his body
or scrubbing out his house. Their bedding becomes unfit for use, and clothing
for their bodies when once put on is not taken off, as a rule, until worn out.
Their whole person soon becomes reeking in filth, and the stench surrounding
their presence when in a close, warm room is intolerable. They are slaves to the
tobacco habit, and it would seem as though they thought that their very existtence depended as much upon the use of their pipe as the air they breathe.
Their food, which is wholesome and clean when issued to them, becomes dirty
;

;

;

and

is

unprepared when eaten.

In consequence of the lack of better facilities, beef is issued to them on the
hoof, and they are permittsd to devour all parts of the creature, including the
Dr. Fred Treon, physician at Crow
entrails, tainted with the contents thereof.
Creek, in an excellent report, herewith inclosed, points out the danger of the
present manner of slaughtering beef "cattle, and the same is commended to your
serious consideration. During the first month of my connection with the Indian
service as agent for these Indians, I prepared and forwarded to your Department plans' and specifications for the erection, at this agency, of a slaughtering
house with cold-storage vault, together with an estimate of the cost thereof,
and recommending that the present system be done away with that the slaughtering be properly done by regular emp]oyes, and only the wholesome parts of
the beef be issued to Indians from the block. The matter was again taken up
and the importance of action dwelt upon in a subsequent communication, to
which as yet no response has ever been received.
:
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The present administration of Indian affairs so strongly maintains that in education they are striking- the keynote to the solution of the "Indian problem "
that agents, in submitting raports, are advised that this subject especially may
be dispensed with. But the state of civilization and self-support among Indians
depends directly upon their existence and preservation of health, and under
present treatment the mortality records will show a steady decrease of population, and unless their present surroundings are changed for the better, statistics point to the extinction of the race as inevitable.
The appointment of physicians to work among them and the establishment of
hospitals on reservations for their treatment are only secondary steps in the right
direction, and the work accomplished in this manner is ineffective where the
work of tearing down goes on at a greater rate than that of building up. I am
aware that to attempt direction of or assume control over the everyday habits
of Indians in their homes, as is required in the case of children, brings us to
Combat with a new phase in this great work, but which now seems necessary,
even in the case of young Indians who have returned from school, and at, the
same time almost insurmountable. The appointment of field matrons, whose
duty it should be to travel from house to house the appointment of medical dis;

pensators, one at each agency, in order to allow physicians the time to visit Indians
in their homes and to exercise sanitary direction thereof
the extension of the
duties of farmers to not only make frequent visits to their farms, but to enter
their houses and make report of sanitary neglect and all of whom, with the
agent, to constitute a board of health for the general purpose of devising means
and adopting measures at hand for their relief, are only initiative steps, the
practicability of which is merely suggested by me as directed toward dealing
with the cause instead of curing the effect.
The accompanying report of Dr. I. N. Hughey, physician at Lower Brule, is
further suggestive in this connection.
Indian police. Apparently, it matters not how much is said or written concerning the duties of an Ind-ian police and the unjust salaries for their positions
fixed by law. Indian agents and the Indian Bureau have recognized the insufficiency of their pay, and in one accord have recommended to Congress the
increase deserved. During the fiscal year 1892 there were authorized at Crow
Creek J officer and 8 privates and at Lower Brule 1 officer and 15 privates, at
salaries of $10 per month for privates and $15 per month for officers, which
salaries are manifestly inadequate an l not commensurate with their duties
not what the services of their ponies are worth. They have been very useful in
exercising a viligance over the reservations and agencies, in securing' the attendance of Indian children at the schools, in guarding public property, faithful
as dogs, and running upon numerous errands requiring the US3 of their ponies.
They are expected to hold themselves in readiness for duty at all times, even
to the entire neglect of their farm or other work, and to be selected from that
class of Indians whose example to others is good.
The salaries of interpreters, at $300 per annum, are also too low. and should be
increased to $500 per annum, and the importance of their positions impressed
upon them. By law they are required to sign a certificate of correctness in all
cases of issues of property and payment of money to Indians, making it necessary that they should be men of unquestionable responsibility and -honor.
Benefits to Indians.
During the past fiscal year there have been issued weekly
to Indians full rations of articles of subsistence in the following quantities to
100 rations: Bacon, 10 pounds; beans, 3 pounds; beef (gross), 300 pounds baking powder, 1 pound coffee, 4 pounds; flour, 50 pounds salt, 2 pounds; soap, 2
pounds sugar, 7 pounds, and occasional issues of all goods and supplies delivered
on contract have baen made, together with all articles of annuity goods and
clothing provided by treaty stipulation. Owing to the failure to receive goods
the annuity issue was not made until after Christmas, at Crow Creek, on December 28 at Lower Brule on December 31, long after the clothing was in pressing
need by the Indians.
In August of last year 708 head of stock cattle were issued being purchased
from funds arising out of the failure to receive full rations of beef during the
previous year, the purchase of which stock cattle was preferred by the Indians
in lieu of additional beef.
During July and August of the present year 2.480 head of stock cattle of good
quality were issued to Indians of this agency in fulfillment of the provisions of
section 17, act March 2, 1889.
Cash payments. During the year 2,200 beef hides, corresponding to the number
of beef cattle received, were issued to Indians, netting them $1.50 per hide, or
$3,300. They have received for labor and services $12,529.50, and for transporta:

:
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Government supplies $1,216.16, at 25 cents per cwt. from Chamberlain to
'row Creek Agency, a distance of 25 miles, and 20 cents per cwt. to .Lower Brule
Agency, a distance of 5 miles, and across the Missouri River. They have been
paid by the Government $655 for wood for use at the agencies and schools and
$7,197.95 for wheat, at from 75 cents to 90 cents per bushel for oats, at from 32
cents to 42 cents per bushel: and for corn, at 40 cents per bushel and for the use
On
of hay lands, in gathering hay for Government stock, at 50 cents per acre.
April 23, 1892. annuity payment of $3,009 was made to Crow Creek Indians, at $3
per capita, their share of the advance interest to the Sioux Nation reimbursable, provided for in section 17 of the act approved March 2, 1889, commonly referred to as the Sioux bill. In all $27,252.62 cash payments have been made to
them by the Government, or an average of $39 for each head of a family, not including the value of their produce sold otherwise.
The annuity payment of interest money already paid Crow Creek Indians, $3
per capita, has been withheld from Lower Brule" Indians, owing to their unsettled condition, but will be paid them during tKe coming month.
tion of

(

;

;

;

CROW CREEK INDIANS.
Agency headquarters. Crow Creek is situated on the western boundary of Buffalo
County, S. Dak., about 25 miles from Chamberlain, S. Dak., the nearest railroad
station, and the western terminus of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway. The agency is located in picturesque surroundings between hills on the
east bank of the Missouri River, adjacent to a most beautiful grove of about
100 acres, used by families of employes and others for recreation in the summer,
and by Indians as a protection to their camps during the winter.
The agency is reached from Chamberlain, by private conveyance, by river
boats running at irregular intervals, and by tri-weekly stage, leaving Crow
Creek at 7 o'clock a. in. and arriving at Chamberlain at 12 o'clock m. on Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday of each week; returning, leaves Chamberlain
at 2 o'clock p. m.. arriving at Crow Creek at 7 o'clock p. m. on Monday, Thursday, and Saturday of each week by semi-weekly stage, via Stephan, from Highmore, S. Dak., on the Chicago and Northwestern Railway, 38 miles distant, on
Monday and Friday, returning Tuesday and Saturday of each week.
The agency has a white population of 75, consisting of employes and their
families, who have 20 school children with no conveniences for attending school,
owing to the crowded condition of the Indian boarding school at the agency.
The society at the agency is not to be excelled, and of a wholesome example
for the Indians.
Agency buildings. There are upon the agency grounds, occupying about 500
acres, thirty-seven frame buildings belonging to the Government, all of which
are in good repair and sufficient in number for all requirements of the service,
except the school service as follows 1 agent's residence, 1 office, 11 employes'
dwellings, 1 carpenter shop, 1 ice house, 1 blacksmith shop, 1 machine shed, 2
:

:

to the

Government.

The reservation. The permanent reservation for the Crow Creek Indians, created by their treaty approved March 2, 1889, takes in parts of Buffalo, Hyde, and
Hughes Counties, S. Dak., lying to the east of the Missouri River, and containing
about 446 square miles of territory, of which 96,250 acres are first-class tillable
land, 92,411 acres are second-class tillable land, and the balance mainly valuable
for grazing purposes. During the past year 3,250 acres have been cultivated by
Indians, and 4,800 acres are now under fence, not including the Big Bend country, containing about 50,000 acres, which are inclosed by the Missouri River and
9f miles of good wire fence.
Two hundred and sixty-six dwelling houses, principally log, are occupied by Indians and scattered over all parts of the reserva40
of
which are commodious frame houses built by the Government at a cost
tion,
of $400 each.
Census.
The population of Crow Creek Indians, taken by actual enumeration
on .Tune 30, 1892, shows a total of 1,081 Lower Yanktonai Sioux and mixed
divided
under heads as follows
bloods,
:

Males ._
__
Females
Males over 18 years of age
Females over 14 years of age
Children between the ag-ps" of

.510
_ .

.

6

and

lfi_.

.

571
300
381
255
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A decrease in population, as compared with that of last year, of 18, is accounted for by deaths over births and transferred.
Schools.
There is probably no reservation in the United States whose school
facilities and average attendance of pupils equal that found here.
Crow Creek
Indians have excellent schools of ample capacity on the reservation to accommodate the 255 children of school age belonging to the triba,and every child on
this reservation between the ages of 5 and 18, except one, who are able to pass
the medical examination or who are able are now in schools, and the exception
noted is a boy 10 years old, whose father is blind and helpless and needs his attendance. The commendable liberality of Congress in appropriations of money
for Indian education and the methods adopted by the present honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs to secure the attendance of Indian youth in schools,
have made possible the highly gratifying results which have attended my efforts
in placing all these Indian children in good schools.
Crow Creek boarding school. The industrial boarding school located at the agency
has a capacity of 135 pupils, who can be healthfully accommodated, and 135 puThe school is sustained entirely by the Govpils are now in regular attendance.
ernment, and is equipped with competent and devoted employes, and the educational work going on there is not to be surpassed.
Owing to the changes made in employes during the first part of the school
year, work did not get under good headway until nearly Christinas. -William
R. Davison, superintendent and principal teacher, was relieved just before
the commencement of school, and O. H. Parker, of Brookings, S. Dak., appointed as his successor. Superintendent Parker started in with the school at
the beginning of the year under auspices not very favorable, but his hard and
efficient work of only two months was being attended by splendid results, when
he was called to a higher position in the Indian school service by the Department, in recognizance of his valuable services at this school. Not until three
weeks after Superintendent Parker left, during which the school was without a
superintendent and attended by the consequent disorder did his successor.
Prof. R. M. Jester, of Bowdle, S. Dak., report for duty, whose work since, assisted by faithful employes, who are not afraid of continuous hard work and a
great deal of it, have brought this school to its present standard of excellence.
The school was in session ten full months during the past year, with an average
attendance of over 100 pupils, and maintained at a total average cost of $165 per
pupil. Eighty acres of farm were cultivated by the school, f iom which sufficient
amounts of vegetables for the pupils and grain for the school stock has been
,

raised.

The report of Superintendent Jester, accompanying this, is further descriptive
improvements which have been made at this school during the year, and
highly indicative of the progress which has been made since he assumed charge.
In connection with the Crow Creek school, and ostensibly for the treatment
of Crow Creek and Lower Brule Indians, principally school children, a frame
of the

hospital building, costing $1,480, was constructed under contract during the
past year and erected within the school-yard inclosure upon a site selected by
the Hon. Daniel Dorchester, superintendent of Indian schools. The plans and
specifications accompanying the contract for the erection of this hospital were
incomplete and illy arranged with a view to convenience, there being provision
for but one outside door and no plumbing or sewerage. The building is entirely
too small and inadequate, and can only admit of a small part of the cases needing treatment. The hospital is sustained by the Government from school supplies.
is located about 13 miles southeast from Crow
sustained jointly by the Government and Miss Grace Howard, the contracting superintendent, whose work in and out of her school in behalf of these Indians is commendable. The school has a capacity for 25 boarding pupils, arid 25 pupils are now in regular attendance. During the past year
school was in session ten full months, with an average daily attendance of 21
pupils, and maintained at a cost to the Government of $180 for each pupil in addition to the funds expended from other sources.
The only day school on the reservation is conducted by the Government in
connection with this contract school, but the attendance of day scholars other
than those boarding at the school has been inconsiderable, not averaging over
1.
Miss Mollie V. Gaither was employed at the Government day school as
teacher during the entire year at a salary of $600, severing her connection with
the service at the close of the year on account of ill heal, h. Miss Gaither's work
at this school is deserving of special mention, and with her the service loses a
Miss MaryCoady, employed by Miss Howard as
faithful, experienced teacher.

This school

Grace Mission school.

Creek Agency, and

is

matron and seamstress, formerly seamstress at the Crow Creek boarding school,
has provided superior advantages to the Indian girl pupils for training in home
industries and practical housekeeping. The pupils have also been afforded the
opportunity of attending church and Sunday school (Episcopal), a short walking
distance from the school.
The Catholic Mission. The Immaculate Conception Indian Mission school is located at Stephan, about 16 miles north of Crow Creek Agency. It is a boarding
school, sustained by the Roman Catholic Church by contract with the Government. The school has a capacity for 150 pupils who can be properly cared for;
there now being in regular attendance over 100 pupils. The school was in session for ten full months during the past year, with an average daily attendance
of 95 pupils, and at a cost to the Government of $108 per pupil, the contract
stipulation, in addition to $5,573.70 expended for this school by other parties.
The school is maintained by 19 white employes, including teachers, who are reported as receiving no compensation for their services, but whose devotion to
what they consider duty is equaled by that of few persons receiving salaries.
The buildings occupied by this school are owned by the Roman Catholic society, and the largest and most costly of any on the reservation, and it is carried
on at the greatest expense when the donated labor is taken into consideration.
The principal industries taught at this school are general household duties^ for
the girls, and for the boys agriculture in all its branches and the care of stock,
in which they are disciplined to their hearts' content.
The farm rim in connection with the school is a model one and stocked with
14 horses, 170 head of cattle, 30 swine, and 117 domestic fowls. There were 175
acres under cultivation during the present season, from which have been
1

raised

Wheat

bushels..

_.

Corn
Barley
Oats
Potatoes
Turnips

Onions
Beans
Melons
Squashes

_

600

do
2, 000
do
180
do
1,870
do
550
do
50
_ do
25
do
50
.number-300
200
do
heads . - 3, 000
.

;

._._"_

Cabbage
Other vegetables

bushels- tons.-

Hay gathe ed
Butter made

pounds..

125
225
450

All of which is a highly creditable showing and deserving of due praise.
The school is conducted under the immediate supervision of Rev. Pius Boehm,
to whom, as superintendent, the Indian Office extended the contract, choosing
to ignore the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions: but in so doing a discrimination without a difference has been made, as there has been absolutely no
change in the policy of this school, and it is reasonable to suppose that the money
paid by the Government passes into the same coffers through, may be. a little
different channel.

The amount of work in its line accomplished by this institution is something remarkable, but not to be wondered at, when the untiring devotion of
the missionaries in charge of the school is observed and I have no reason to
change my views, as ^et forth in my last annual report, regarding the manner in
which the extensive missionary work is accomplished by the Roman Catholic
Church in connection with this school. I believe the system of carrying church
sectarianism along hand in hand with educational work to ba constitutionally
wrong when patronized and supported by this Government, either by contract
or otherwise, and a system fraught, with wily and artful designs to increase in
membership and power, and the converts to such society to be proportionate to
the number of young children who enter a school of such character, over whom
their influences are extended, and which, in the case of Catholicism seems to fasten
so closely around its adherents that it is difficult in many instances to persuade
a Catholic, and particularly a Catholic Indian, that it is right for their children
to attend any school other -than that which educates them in that faith.
Missionary work. Missionary work among these Indians is carried on in an extensive manner by three different church societies: Episcopal, Catholic, and
Presbyterian, with 7, 4, and 1 active missionaries, respectively. Six church
_

;

.
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buildings are located on different parts of the reservation, four being good-sized
churches used exclusively for religious service. The Protestant Episcopal Society, through means provided by Rt. Rev. W. H. Hare, missionary bishop, has
constructed on this reservation three substantial church buildings, wherein
services are regularly conducted by resident minister or catechist, and the contributions brought forth by this church and expended among these Indians are
quite large, amounting to over $3,000.
The Presbyterian Society have located a church on the southeast part of the
reservation, of which Rev. Daniel Renville (Indian) is the pastor. The church
attendance is as yet small, but a good work is being done.
The operations of the Catholic Church in this field are characterized by the
greatest zeal and determination, and as a result the church membership numbers larger than all others combined. The church .building in which their services are held is large and costly, and used in connection with their r*ission school
at Stephan post-office. This school is at present the only place of worship for
this society, but they have in contemplation the erection of a commodious church
at the agency during the coming season.
Court of Indian offenses.
The Indian court at this agency is composed of three
Indian judges, who have convened on Friday of each week. I have closely
watched the operations of the court, and I am well pleased with its workings.
Its usefulness can not be questioned.
Great interest is taken by the Indians in
holding and conducting their sessions, and their idea of right, wrong, and jusThe satisfaction of the accused with the verdict passed by
tice is well defined.
the judges, though sometimes severe and the punishment prescribed too great
for the offense, is something peculiar.
Sixty -five cases were docketed for action
and trial during the year, of which four were settled before coming to trial,
twenty-one dismissed for lack of evidence, and thirty-nine upon which sentence
was passed, from which but two appeals were taken to myself as agent. The
judges appointed up to January 1, 1892, were Surrounded, aged 48; With Tail,
aged 59, and Homer Clark, aged 28, the latter a returned Hampton student who,
outside of the court, has done good work as a missionary among his people.
From January 1 Robert Philbrick, aged 45; James Wounded Knee, aged 46, and
Thomas Four Eagle, aged 44, were appointed all full-blood Indians, and among
the most influential men of their tribe.
Traders.
There are two regularly appointed traders on the reservation, one
white and one Indian, a member of the tribe, both located at the agency, and the
manner in which both have conducted their business has been at all times highly
satisfactory, no complaint whatsoever of unfair treatment having reached me
from the Indians.
General condition of Crow Creek Indians.
About 90 per cent of the male adult Indians of this reservation are actually engaged in agriculture or other civilized
pursuits. There are 266 families, put of a total of 378 families, living upon and
cultivating lands allotted to them in severalty, and nine-tenths of the remaining
12 families, now engaged in agriculture, would be living upon their own allotments had they the means at hand with which to construct a house, or if they
were provided with the $50 in cash for improving their allotments as is guaranteed them by section 17 of their last treaty, but as yet not forthcoming. The
tribe is possessed of 1,050 horses and ponies, 1,000 head of cattle of all ages, not
including the 1,240 head of stock cattle issued to them during the past month,
and 1,000 domestic fowls, which shows a gratifying increase of stock over the
;

1

figures furnished last year.

Indians have broken during the year 250 acres of new land, the figure.-; furnished by the additional farmer, but in excess of the actual number of acres
broken not a quarter of what ought to have been broken by proper assistance
and attention. They have raised from the 3.250 acres planted produce estimated
as follows: 10,000 bushels wheat, 4,000 bushels oats, 1,200 Imshftls corn, 1,000
bushels potatoes, 6,000 melons, 2,000 pumpkins, and quantities of other vegetables: and 2,500 tons of hay have been cut and gathered without cost to the Government, except for the use of machines and repairs. They have constructed
.200 rods of fence, with the wire and staples furnished by the Government; 300
cords of hard and soft wood have been cut on their own lands, of which 95 cords
were marketed at the agency and the balance consumed by them or marketed
elsewhere. Owing to the failure of the Department to allow any lumber for Indians of either reservation, there were constructed during the year but nine
dwelling houses, built by Indians out of logs and without cost to the Government, except for windows, doors, and a few nails and for the same reason there
has been no houses built for Indians.
1

;
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Under date of September tt, 1890, the President granted authority
Allotments.
for making- allotments to the Indians of this reservation under the provisions of
section 8 of act approved March 2, 1889, and Mr. A. Austin Braddock, of Rockville, Md., was designated by the honorable Secretary of the Interior, as a

make allotments to the Crow Creek and Lower Brule Indians.
During the past year the work of allotting lands to these Indians was completed by Mr. Braddock, and schedules in duplicate of the 879 allotments made
were forwarded to your Department early last spring. Mr. Braddock also prepared and left at this agency office a sectional map of the Crow Creek Reservation,
drawn to a scale of 1 inches to a mile, upon which the numbers of allotments
are indicated, with index thereto, containing the names of all Indians grouped in
families, and showing principally, by reference to the numbers, the allotments
of land to Indians made up to date, the topography of the reservation, the courses
of all principal streams, the direction of commonly traveled roads, and location of
agency, churches and schools. The map is of convenient size, and will be of
great value to this office as a ready reference, to which the Indians have access.
It will thus be seen that with the culmination of the work of allotting lands in
several ty, these Indians have reached an important era in the stage of their
progress toward citizenship and self-support, measuring as it does the first great
step toward the independent ownership of realty by individual Indians, and securing to them, by limitation of time, the full rights of citizenship and the right
to hold, sell or dispose of the same under section 11 of the same act.
The effect of this great work upon Indians is very noticeable. They hold their
lands dearer than all else, and a great interest has been manifested by them in
protecting their rights to the certain tracts which they claim, and they examine
the map in the office with frequency lest some mistake should be made in regard
to the boundaries, and any encroachment of the one upon rights of another is
met with disapproval, and oftentimes with a claim for damages which, if proven.
is recognized by the Indian judges and must be satisfied.
In this connection I desire to call the attention of your Department and that
of Congress to the greatly needed assistance provided for in their
treaty, approved March 2, 1889, and now due these Indians, but as yet unfulfilled. Section 17 of the act referred to provides that each head of a family or
single person over the age of 18 years, who shall have or may hereafter take his or her
allotment of land in several ty, shall be provided with 2 milch cows, 1 pair of
oxen with yoke and chain, or 2 mares and 1 set of harness in lieu of said oxen,
yoke, and chain, as the Secretary of the Interior may deem advisable, and they
shall also receive 1 plow, 1 wagon. 1 harrow, 1 hoe, 1 ax, and 1
oitchfork, all
suitable to the work they may have to do, and also $50 in cash to* be expended
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior in aiding such Indians to
erect a house or other buildings suitable for residence or the improvement of
special agent to

'

their allotment.
At the time this act took effect, nearly four years ago, these
benefits all became due to the 259 Crow Creek Indians who received their allotments of land in
under the treaty of 1868, but as yet no part of which

seyeralty
has ever been received by them. With the completion of the allotting work
by
Braddock
Special Agent
nearly one year ago, the above-named articles and
became
due
to
adult
Indian
to
the
Crow Creek Agency,
money
every
belonging
but not yet given them, and I have not yet been advised as to the time when
to
receive
the
same.
they may expect
I urge, on behalf of loyal Crow Creek
Indians, who" have always been at peace
with their Government and who have in spirit and letter kept 'the
stipulations
of every treaty into which they have ever
entered, that Congress early in the
coming session be prevailed upon to make provision for supplying them with
the benefits which I have named above and which have been due for some time
in fulfillment of
treaty. Congress should make this appropriation during its
first session, not only because such action would be in fulfillment of an
approved
treaty, but also to avoid further dissatisfaction on the part of these Indians.
Congress should also appropriate, as has been recommended by the Indian Bureau, the $187,039 promised Crow Creek Indians by the late Sioux
Commission,
consisting of Gen. Crook and Messrs. Warner and Foster, in securing their signatures to the "Sioux bill," to compensate them for the loss sustained in receiving less land per capita in their diminished reservation than is received by
the Indians occupying other diminished reservations. This clause was not incorporated in their treaty for some reason unknown to them, but which they
consider the Government under the same
obligations to satisfy, and the refusal
of Congress in its
Fifty-first session to satisfy this claim has caused widespread
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dissatisfaction among 'them and is the reason assigned by the 77 Crow Creek
Indians for their action in declining to accept their share of the advance interest to the Sioux Nation sent here for disbursement to them.
1

LOWER BRULK
Location.

ern line of

INDIANS.

Lower Brule

is constituted as a subagency and situated on the eastCounty, S. Dak., about 3 miles south from Chamberlain, on the
the Missouri River, one-half mile from its banks. The agency

Lyman

opposite side" of

can be reached from Chamberlain by steam-ferry, making two round trips daily,
except Sunday, during the season of navigation; by private row-boats at any
time, and most conveniently by private conveyance, using the newly constructed
pontoon bridge which crosses the river opposite Chamberlain.
A full corps of employes, 6 white and 29 Indian, assist me in conducting the affairs of the agency.
No improvements of any extent have been authorized at
this place for some time past, owing to the anticipated removal of the agency
upon the permanent reservation, and as a consequence it presents a run-down
and dilapidated appearance. The buildings which we are obliged to use for
storage purposes are actually unsafe for a man to enter, and are only prevented
from tumbling down by the use of large log props. The white population of the
agency numbers about 40, and the society in every respect is first-class.
Reservation.
The boundaries of the tract of land set aside by their treaty as a
permanent reservation for the Lower Brule Indians are as follows: beginning on
the Missouri River at Old Fort George; thence running due west to the western
boundary of Presho County; thence running south on said western boundary to
the forty-fourth degree of latitude: thence on said forty-fourth degree of latitude
to the western boundary of township number 72: thence south on said township
western boundary line to an intersecting line running due west from Fort Lookout: thenc3 east\vardly on said line to the center of the main channel of the Missouri River at Fort Lookout: thence north in the center of the main channel of
the said river to the original starting point; the above tract containing 471*5550
acres, mainly valuable for grazing land. The soil and other characteristics are
similar to the Crow Creek Reservation. Nineteen hundred acres are under fence,
not including the Little Bend, which contains about 18,000 acres of pasturage
inclosed by river and fence. There are 200 dwelling houses of every description,
occupied by Indians, and almost every family have a tepee in connection with
their log houses, in which they live during the summer months. There are no
forts or military stations upon the reservation, and none is required for these
Indians.

The population of all Indians entitled to draw rations at the Lower
Census.
Brule Agency, taken June 30 last, shows 1,019 Lower Brule Sioux and mixed
bloods divided under heads as follows:
Males__.
Females
Males over 18 years of age
Females over 14 years of age . . .
Children between 6 and 16
Bet ween 5 and 18. _

, _

.

.

485
534
282
348
231
295

There are in all three schools provided for Lower Brule Indians, one
industrial boarding and two day schools, with a capacity of 120 pupils, or considSchools.

erably less than one-half the

number

of

children of school age

who

should be in

school.

The Industrial Boarding School, located at the agency, is sustained entirely by the
Government, and was in session ten full months during the year, with an average daily attendance of (51 pupils, and maintained at an average cost of $163 for
each pupil. The school is in a flourishing condition, and under the direction of
Superintendent George W. Nellis, assisted by competent and devoted employes.
a splendid work has been done. The industrial teacher, with the assistance of
the larger boys, has cultivated 26 acres of garden, from which sufficient quantities of vegetables for the use of the school have been raised, and nearly a thousand pounds of butter made and consumed.
The school buildings are badly in need of repairs nothing has been expended
for that purpose for some time] owing to the proposed removal thereof. The
rooms are inadequate for the accommodation of the school employes, who have
been made to put up with great inconvenience of Jiving, and not one word of
complaint has been uttered by them. About once a week the agency employes
spend an hour in the evening at the school, devoting the time in sing-ing and
;
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instrumental music, for the benelit of the pupils. Prof. Nellis is the soul
of hospitality, and visits of agency employes and others interested in Indian
school work are always welcomed with a desire on his part to make such visits
pleasant, as well as profitable to the school. The report of Superintendent Nelsets forth the condition and progressof theschool,
lis, herewith inclosed, clearly
and contains many valuable suggestions pertaining to the work.
White Eiver day school. This school is located at the mouth of White River,
about 8 miles south from the agency, and has a capacity for 30 pupils. The school
was maintained by the Government for ten months during the year, with a varying attendance, the average daily attendance being only 9, and the average cost
The school started in with Miss Hattie Rouze as teacher,
of each pupil $98.63.
who resigned her position January 21, 1892. For the balance of the term Mrs.
E. R. Reed was employed as irregular teacher. For the spring term, Miss
Mary A. Reason, of Ohio, a very competent teacher, was recommended by the
Civil Service Commission, and sent by your Department. She reported for duty
on May 9, 1892. and the progress of the school was thereafter retarded only by
the nonattendance of pupils, which, owing to the movement of the Indians south
An Indian assistant teacher was emof White River, I was unable to avoid.
ployed at the school until May 31, 1892, at which time his services were dispensed with, owing to the lack of attendance.
Miss Reed resides at this school, and besides being employed as teacher during part of the time, has acted as missionary among these Indians, and is doing
a creditable work.
The day school at Driving Hawk's Camp, located about 45 miles west from the agency
on White River, has not been more successful than the White-River day school,
School was in session for ten full months, with an averfor the same reasons.
age daily attendance of 10 pupils, and maintained at an average cost to the
Government of $81.61 per pupil. School started in with July 1, 1891, and was
continued until December 31, with George M. Hollenback as teacher, at which
time his services were discontinued, and the school took the annual vacation of
two months during January and February, when attendance would be difficult
for the younger children, instead of July and August. On March 1, 1892, Joseph
F. Estes, a mixed blood, formerly interpreter at Lower Brule, was appointed
teacher, and his efforts from that time to advance the school have been praiseworthy. Mr. Estes is a member of the Lower Brule tribe, was recently married
to a white lady, and withal is an intelligent young man and an ambitious worker

among his people.
One frame building

is provided for the school, and is occupied also by the
teacher and family. A small garden patch has been cultivated in connection
with the school, and 4 acres of corn and 2 acres of other vegetables were raised.
Missionary work. The missionary work, carried on under the auspices of the
Episcopal and Presbyterian churches, is also quite extensive, with 4 missionaFour church buildings have
ries, 2 male and 2 female in charge of the work.
been erected, the largest of which is the Episcopal Church and parsonage, located at the agency, presided over by Rev. Luke C. Walker, a full-blood Indian, whose devotion to the cause of Christianity among his people is commendable, in which work he is assisted by the help of his estimable wife, an intelligent
white lady. The contributions and offerings reported by Rev. Walker as expended by his church amount to $406.04 for the year. Eight Indian catechists
are studying for the ministry, and 8 branches of sewing societies among the
women of this church meet regularly. The Presbyterian society has a church
located south of White River, and the work is in charge of Rev. Joseph Rogers,
also a full-blood Indian, who is doing a good work, considering the unsettled
condition of those Indians.
Allotments.
During the spring the important work of allotting land to these Indians was begun by Special Agent George W. McKean, but owing to the exhausted condition of funds available for that purpose, very little progress could
ba made until after July 1 there having been previous to that date but 4 allotments made to Indians living on the permanent reservation, and 17 allotments
to those Indians residing on the ceded land, who had declared, their election to
receive by allotment the land upon which they resided at the time the treaty restoring this land to public domain took effect. The work on the permanent reservation is now progressing satisfactorily, and in as rapid a manner as practicable, to the Indians living there, who number 134 families, or less than one-half
of the tribe.
That part of the Lower Brule tribe, who are desirous of remaining on Rosebud territory, and numbering about two thirds of the whole tribe, refuse to receive their allotments, either on the ceded land or upon their reservation.
,
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Improvements made. The progress made during the past year among Lower
Brule Indians has been confined to that part of the tribe residing upon their
diminished reservation and to those residing upon the ceded land whose intentions it is to remain there and to continue to draw rations at the Lower Brule
Agency. These Indians, numbering about 134 families, and comprising the most
intelligent and progressive men of the tribe, are all living in comfortable log
houses upon land which they have taken in severalty and which is now being
allotted to them. They are contented and prosperous 'Indians busily engaged in
improving their allotments and making comfortable homes for themselves and
families, in contemplation of permanently residing where they now live and in anticipation of their agency headquarters being moved from its present location,
around which is ceded land, to a site convenient to them, already selected upon
their permanent reservation, about 6 miles up the river on the opposite side from

Crow Creek Agency.
These Indians embrace the most deserving' of any under my jurisdiction, and
to them were issued the entire number of stock cattle, furnished Lower Brulo
Indians during the present year, under the provisions of section 17 of their late
treaty. To them only were issued the field seeds, for planting purposes, provided under the same treaty, and from which they have raised this season, on the
1,215 acres cultivated, crops in the quantities estimated as follows: Wheat, 3, 000
bushels oats, 5,000 bushels; corn, 700 bushels potatoes and other vegetables,
1.500 bushels. They have broken 175 acres of new land and marketed 100 cords
of wood; 1,200 tons of hay have been gathered for feed of their stock during the
coming winter, and ample provisions made for protection from storms; all of
which is a splendid showing, and which has been accomplished by the interest
in the service, and the hard work of additional farmer W. M. Dent and his Indian assistant Charles De Sheuquette. These Indians are making rapid strides
toward civilization, I have in mind several who are self -supporting at the present
time and the assistance which was promised them in their late treaty should
not be withheld after allotments of land have been made. They are compelled
to travel long distances for their rations, and if the removal of their agency is
not contemplated by Congress in the near future, they should be provided at
once with a subissue station established on the reservation, at a point most conthe

:

;

venient for all.
White River Indians. The so-called reservation Indians, referred to in the preceding section, have been opposed in their good work of progress and in their
purpose for harmony, and the unity of their people by that part of the tribe who
live along the White River on the southern bounds of the great reservation,
either upon Rosebud territory, or persistent in their intention to go there in
direct violation of treaty stipulations. At the time the late Sioax treaty took
effect there existed, upon the part of a few Lower Brule Indians dissatisfaction
regarding the boundaries of their permanent or diminished reservation as established by that act. This dissatisfaction, which by proper methods and needed
treatment could have been overcome at that time with little difficulty, at first
confined to a few discontented Indians, has spread, under the selfish and pernicious leadership of those few Indians, assisted in their designs by outside
parties, and given time by the Department in which to carry out those designs,
until it now assumes a very serious aspect, and has resulted in a clear division
of those people, embracing about two- thirds of the whole tribe, who are now holding forth south of White River, upon the Rosebud Reservation, in direct violation of existing law and with the intention of remaining there without any right
to do so, except the toleration of their presence by the Rosebud Indians, and the
action of their agent, under instructions from your Department, in refusing to interfere with them, or to compel their return to the agency to which they now beIt is true that these Indians have received enlong and are drawing rations.
couragement in the course which they have pursued by the action of the Government, since the approval of the Sioux treaty confining them to their diminished, reservation, and to the land upon which they resided at that time, and
the position of the Government in dealing with these Indians has possibly found
justification in the law on behalf of these Indians as passed by Congress in its
fifty-first session, which reads as follows:
For this sum, or so much thereof as may be necessary to enable the Secretary of the Inte1

by negotiation, to adjust all differences between the Indians on the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota in reference to the boundary lines of said reservations, their
rations, annuities, and interest in the principal and interest of the permanent fund, and to
make such an arrangement with the Indians drawing rations on the Rosebud Reservation as
will be satisfactory to them, by which those of the Lower Brul6 Indians who desire to do so.
may take lands in severalty upon the Rosebud Reservation south of the White River, six thourior,

sand dollars.
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Agreeably to the provisions of this act, and for the purpose of accomplishing
the objects as therein set forth, the honorable Secretary of the Interior, in due
time, appointed a commission, consisting of Messrs. Pierce, Appleman,and Harries, who visited the Lower Brule Agency, in July of last year, for the purpose
of making those Indians acquainted with the fact that the question of allowing
such of the Lower Brule Indians as desired to do so, to locate upon the Rosebud
Reservation, had been submitted by them to a vote of the Rosebud Indians, in
accordance with the act above, and that those Indians had expressed themselves
almost unanimously as being unwilling for any number of the Lower Brule Indians, under any condition, to locate upon their territory.
As a matter of course this refusal on the part of the Rosebud tribe to allow
this transfer met with great disappointment to those of the Lower Brule Indians
expecting to move to Rosebud, but this disappointment was in a large degree
overcome by myself and the good counsel of Dr. Daniel Dorchester, superintendent of Indian schools, who was present with them shortly after the visit of the
commission above referred to, and who succeeded in bringing harmony to the
leaders of the two factions. But about the time that nearly all these Indians had
made up their minds that they must accept the verdict given them at the hands
of the Rosebud Indians, and were becoming satisfied in their intentions to remove upon their own reservation, there were rumors set afloat among them that
further negotiations with the Rosebud tribe were possible under the above law
as passed by Congress, and that those Indians would accept them under certain
conditions. These rumors among them had the effect of renewing their dissatisfaction, and of creating an unwillingness to locate upon their own reservation,
and in a short time led to the action of your Department in ordering Special Indian Agent James A. CooDer and myself, with a delegation of Lower Brule Indians, to the Rosebud Agency for the purpose of convening a council and negotiating further with these Indians, looking to the settlement of the Lower Brules
upon their lands. The council, in regard to the proposed transfer, was held at
the Rosebud Agency during the first days of March of the present year, and the
agreement reached in this council, and signed by the Rosebud delegates, reads
briefly as follows
:

The Indians of the Rosebud Agency, S. Dak., represented by their delegates, agree to accept
such of the Lower Brulg Indians as may desire to come on to their (the Rosebud) reservation,
to become incorporated with the Rosebud Indians and entitled to all the rights and privileges
of the Rosebud Indians, on condition that the Lower Brul6 Indians cede to Rosebud Indians all
their right, title, and interest in any land to which they may be entitled on their own reserve,
and agree that no part of the proceeds of such lands if sold is to accrue to them, but be wholly
and for the Rosebud Indians, their heirs, and assigns. This proposition if not accepted before
June 30, 1892. to be null and void.

be observed that this agreement required its acceptance before June
Lower Brule Indians in order to make it effective, and further,
under existing law, it must also have been accepted and signed by at least threefourths of all the adult male Indians occupying or having any interest in the
Lower Brule Reservation, owing to the stipulation in the agreement proposing
to cede portions of their territory. Under date of April 22, 1892, 1 was instructed
by your Department to convene a council of the Lower Brule Indians for the
purpose of submitting the agreement to them for acceptance, and Special Allotting Agent George W. McKean, then working among those Indians, was designated to cooperate with me in carrying the instructions into effect. The council, to which every member of the "tribe was invited, was called June 2, and all
male Indians of the age of 18 and upwards were allowed to vote upon the question of the acceptance and assent, and each Indian was extended the privilege
of expressing', individually, his opinion and wish in regard to the matter.
A
very strong- and decided feeling was manifested throughout the council by speakers and leaders of the White River Indians, and it was very evident that they
had made up their minds to remove to the Rosebud Reservation, no matter what
the vote showed. The fact was impressed upon them that it required at least
three-fourths, and that they could not remove or be transferred unless that number was obtained, but the tenor of their speeches showed that they had been
told by influential white men that it did not require three-fourths but only a majority, and that a majority in all cases ruled.
The reservation Indians, on the other hand, remained quiet, and had nothing
to say until after the voting had been finished, and then only made a few short
speeches in a spirit of mildness and friendly feeling. They seemed to be content and satisfied to let the whole matter rest with the Department, knowing
that they had the law on their side, and that the Lower Brule Reservation could
not be divided, and no part of it sold or ceded away without the consent of threeIt will

30 last by the
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fourths of the male adults. The result of the council and vote showed, that by
conceding- to the White River Indians every man claimed by them, including
those away from the agency whether voting or not, or whether on the census
roll or not, they had not mustered the necessary three-fourths, but were still 31
votes short, and that the agreement as submitted to them by the Rosebud Indians was not accepted, and after June 30 became null and void.
Immediately after the result of the council was known, and on the strength of
a majority having been obtained, the White River Indians began making preparations to remove to the Rosebud. Reservation, and within a few days thereafter
did remove to that reservation in a body, and have remained there since, returning only on occasional visits for their subsistence. They go and come just as
they please and seemingly are under the jurisdiction of neither myself nor the
Rosebud agent. They have made absolutely no progress during the past year
in any line except that of open rebellion to authority, have sown no grain and
made no improvements on lands either here or there. They have their children
with them, and refuse to allow them to go to school at Lower Brule, and are
not compelled to do so at Rosebud.
I have reported this state of affairs in frequent messages to your Department,
and in response I am directed that they are not to be molested in remaining

upon Rosebud

territory.
It now transpires that the leading Indians of the
of allowing the Lower Brule Indians who desire to

Rosebud Agency are in favor
do so to settle upon their reservation and take land in severalty there withput the "land consideration" which
was made a condition of the agreement of the Rosebud Indians of last March,
and under date of August 9, 1892, I am advised that Agent Wright, of the Rosebud Agency, has been directed to prepare an agreement of consent to that effect,
and if three-fourths of all the male adult Indians occupying or interested in the
Rosebud Reservation execute and sign such agreement the Lower Brule Indians

may then be transferred without further negotiations with the Indians, as the
law above quoted under which these negotiations were had is unlimited as
to time, and all that is required is that some satisfactory arrangement shall be
made with the Rosebud Indians. I am just in receipt of a letter from Special
Indian Agent E. B. Reynolds, from Rosebud Agency, wherein he states that lie
is there assisting Agent Wright in taking the vote of the Rosebud tribe on this
last question, but is unable to indicate what the result will be.
It is earnestly hoped, for the good of those Indians, that this
to final settlement, and that I may be relieved of the uncertainty

ment which has
I

matter is close
and embarrass-

so long existed.

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. P. DIXON,
U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT CROW CREEK AGENCY.
CROW CREEK AGENCY, S. DAK., August 22, 1892.
SIR In reply to your favor of June 5, 1892, 1 have the honor to submit the following report of
the sanitary condition of the Indians at this agency, etc. From October, 1891, to July 1, 1892, 1
entered for treatment on the record of my office 349 cases as taken sick among the Indians on
the reservation, while 132 cases are recorded for the same length of time in the agency boarding school. During that period there were 21 births and 36 deaths. One noticeable feature
about the mortality is that 26 of the 36 deaths were from tuberculosis. I am convinced that
these Indians are fast abandoning their native medicinemen. I arrive at this conclusion from
the fact that I made 350 professional visits to Indians in their homes in the past nine months,
traveling a distance of 2,520 miles, and seldom hearing of them.
The hospital just completed, while by far too small, is not only a great covenience, but is proving a boon to these poor people. I regret that the building could not have been on a larger
scale as it is, only room can be had for school children, and barely enough for them. During
the winter we established a temporary hospital, through the financial aid given us by Miss
Tileston and Mrs. Quinton, with Miss Porter as nurse. Our room was small and our beds
limited to four cots but we feel that a good work was done for the few we admitted. I cannot
help expressing a hope that eventually a large and commodious hospital will be built for those
poor, helpless Indians who are either too sick or too old to enter school. There is no question
but that they would gladly avail themselves of the advantages of a place of this kind.
I feel grateful to Commissioner Morgan and yourself for various improvements. I am safe
in saying that there are few agencies where the work is so laborious as on this reservation.
These Indians are living on allotments, and have their land in severalty, are giving up their
medicine men, are a very sickly people, and depend upon the agency physician for their treatment. The Department has supplied me with a conveyance by which I can answer their calls.
The new nomenclature of 'diseases, as prepared by Robert G Eccles, M. D. of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
fills a long-felt need, and will enable the physician to furnish a more critical knowledge of tua
:

;

;

.

,
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among Indians. The blank annual estimate for medical supplies is very
much improved and embraces most of the new remedies, thereby placing within reach of the
diseases prevailing

agency physician the means by which he may more skillfully treat the diseases coming under
his notice. The drugs sent are in many instances not up to the standard and can not always
be relied upon. The cod-liver oil is not what it should be and the sirup of hypophosphites unsatisfactory. The few drugs sent by Park, Davis & Co. were the most reliable received. I desire to call the attention of the Department to the fact that the ground flaxseed contains a
large per cent of mustard and can not be used satisfactorily for poultices. The importance of
buying reliable drugs can not be overestimated.
The death rate as shown above is sufficient to caus% the most rigid search and inquiry to be
made for some tenable plan by which this grim monster, consumption, that is making such
terrible inroads on the lives of these human beings, may be stayed. I have often pointed out
the harm in the present method of slaughtering cattle, and that they eat the raw entrails is not
only abhorrent but is surely fraught with danger and the source of infection. I can see no good

reason why the custom should be continued. Humanity demands that the custom be abolished,
and everything possible done to surround the Indians with better sanitary conditions. I called
attention some years ago to the harm in their traveling once a week in the winter season to
the agency to receive rations, changing from overheated houses to live for a few days in muslin tents, often contracting colds that resulted in death.
The school is the most important part of the Indian work, and demands attention from a
sanitary standpoint. The Crow Creek boarding school, under the management of Superintendent Jester, is in a fair condition, but many things are yet needed. The system of heating
the buildings is by stoves, and should be done away with and steam heaters supplied in their
This would not only prove a step in economy, but would be much more convenient and
place.
supply a more equal and wholesome temperature.
The waterworks that are recently completed should be extended by plumbing and carrying
the water into the buildings. Proper sewerage should also be put in so that all waste water
could be carried off. The water-closets are in a miserable condition, and should receive prompt
attention by being replaced with more modern and commodious ones. I again direct your
attention to the slaughter corral that is located within 300 yards of the main building. It is
a source of danger, and the stench from it is at times extremely disagreeable. I earnestly
request that it be removed a safe distance.
The health of the school children has been good, the cases reported being mostly of a mild
form. Scarlet fever has prevailed, but has been mild. The greatest trouble has been sore eyes,
often aggravated by chalk dust. The chalk now used should be condemned and none but the
dustless supplied.

The dispensary is entirely too small, being a single room in the main office building, not even
large enough to accommodate a stove. I earnestly request that a new one be erected and that
a clerk be allowed to dispense the medicine. Hospital stewards are allowed in the War Department, and certainly the physicians stand in need of them in the Indian service, where the
work of caring for the sick increases yearly. Homes becoming more remote as they take their
lands in severalty necessitate longer absences from the dispensary.
Very

respectfully,

FRED. TBEON,
Agency Physici

A. P. DIXON.
U. 8. Indian Agent.

REPORT OP PHYSICIAN AT LOWER BRULE AGENCY.
LOWER BRULE INDIAN AGENCY, S. DAK., September 10, 189~
SIR: I have the honor to submit my annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892.
The year has been one of general progress among the Indians of the Lower Brute" tribe. The
general health has been good, especially among those who are free from syphilitic and scrofulous taint, and there seems to be a more general disposition to call upon the agency physician
than ever before.
The forms of disease most common among the Lower Brule" Indians are tuberculosis in some
of the following forms: Tubercle of the joints, Potts's disease, tubercular hepatitis, scrofula,
tubercular meningitis, tuberciilar ostitis. tubercular peritonitis, consumption, and tubercular
haBinoptitis.

During the year the unsettled state of things between the Little Bend and White Riyer facmade hard work for the physician and very much trouble for the Indians. They
have had no permanent place to call home, and as a result the southern part of the tribe has
wandered around, and their sick, as a natural consequence, could not be propei'ly cared for.
This state of affairs, with other things, shows a necessity for permanently locating them, not
only for their own good but for the general good of the service.
The evil habit of eating the fifth quarter of beef is a great detriment to their health and civilization and should be abolished.
The custom of wearing moccasins without socks in the winter time is very injurious to their
health and gives the physician a poor chance to do them any good, especially in the treatment
tions has

of diseases of the lungs.

In my judgment about one- fourth of the Lower Brule" Indians are victims of scrofula, more
or less. Their lungs being the weak point, they soon run into regular pulmonary tuberculosis
The school during the year has been very successful.
have found that the best way to
treat children in school is to keep them under constant treatment judiciously administered
by
some one of the employe's selected for that special work.
have no hospital at Lower Brule, but need one badly.
Very respectfully,

We

We

I.
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N.

HUGHEY.

Agency Physician.
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UEPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF CROW CREEK SCHOOL.
INDUSTRIAL, BOARDING SCHOOL,

Crw

Creek, S. Dak., September 18,

180'J.

SIR In accordance with instruction from office of A. P. Dixon, Indian agent, I herewith submit a brief report of the condition in which I found this school, the work of the year, and the
:

present condition.
I reported for duty December 21. and 0^1 entering the school I found things generally in a disordered condition, as school had been running two weeks without a head, Superintendent Parker having resigned two weeks previous to my coming.
I found no regularity in time, and it was not uncommon for school to begin ten minutes late.
The afternoon session opened at 2 o'clock and closed irregularly from 3 until 4 o'clock. Such
a thing as a regular programme of d/iily exercises and a programme in each school grade did
not exist, but instead, as one of the teachers expressed it. they had been directed to merely
amuse the children and keep them in their seats.
The music, the soul of any school, was sadly neglected, and allow me to state here that no
teacher who is unable to sing and to teach the children to sing should be employed to instruct Indian children. I am sure there is no other one thing that will aid so much in teaching Indian
children to feel, think, act, talk, and be like white children.
I immediately went to work, with the hearty cooperation of most of the school employe's, to
entirely remodel and reconstruct the entire school. A programme of daily exercises was written
out, showing each- change during the day and the time. These were posted in all parts of the
school and in employes' rooms. This time card extended from 6 o'clock a. m. to 8 o'clock p. in.
Breakfast hour was changed from7and So'clock to 6.30. It also changed time for opening after-

noon session from 2 o'clock to 1.30, and established closing hour at 4.30. Programmes were also
made out and followed in each school grade. The children were not allowed to keep step and
march for fear of wrecking the buildings, but now after six months' marching the buildings are
still

standing.

Schoolroom work during the last quarter was very ably carried on. a great many improvements
having been made all along the line, the following subjects receiving careful stxidy and application: Methods of instruction, manner of conducting recitations, how to develop thought and
get expression, vocal music, marching, suppression of whispering, etc.
The evening session opened at 7 and closed at 8 o'clock. F. Treon, agency physician, gave the
more advanced children an excellent talk one evening of each week on physiology and hygiene.
One evening was devoted to letter- writing, and I can truly say I am proud of the number and
nature of the letters written. Saturday evening is taken up in bathing. The remaining evenings are devoted to general evening school work.
Our school closed with a grand picnic dinner, which we held in our beautiful grove near the
river. The agency people and most of the parents of the children were present. After dinner
peanuts, candy, lemonade, etc.. having been disposed of, the children gave an entertainment
which would be a credit to any white school, the drills deserving special mention. The grounds
were prepared by the children and furnished with a large stage, dressing room, swings, hammocks, etc. I consider such a closing, for us. an improvement over an indoor exhibition, which
last month of school.
Food. In the dining room I found an abundance of "meat stew," a dish that was easily prepared, but not celebrated as an appetizer. This dish, with few others of a similar character,
were served in black sheet-iron baking pans and pitchers on a dingy, aged oilcloth. This state
of affairs has given place to a regular bill of fare made out by Dr. Treon and myself. The
tables are now spread with clean linen and the food served in dishes and on platters. Each
child is also furnished with a linen napkin on which his name is marked, while the tin cups,
cracked cups and large soup bowls have been replaced with tumblers, a barrel of which I
found, dust-covered, in the issue house, and new cups. The pitchers from which tea was served
have been discarded and neat teapots sent for school use are used instead. Each table is presided over by a boy and girl, the boy doing the carving and serving the plates, while the girl
serves the tea, coffee, etc.
Clothing. Soon after entering the school I found to my surprise the boys h ad never seen a night
shirt, much less worn one. Consequently as soon as the garments could be made each boy was
provided with a change. I was amply repaid by seeing the smiling" faces and hearing the cunning remarks about boys wearing dresses when they were attired for the first time.
In the washrooms I found the children using the long roller towels, t?y*v or five in each room.
They now have individual towels, combs, and hair brushes, and wouia have individual wash
basins, but we have only limited space in our ordinary trough, which I suppose must be called

consumes the

,

We still heat water for all bathing and laundry puvposes in an ordinary farmer's feed cooker
or caldron, which is very inconvenient in our small wash room, as we have to run a stove in
addition to heat the room. The caldron* the stove, the sink, and 65 boys have hardly standing
room in the small room. The only bathtubs we have are our wash tubs. Our wash rooms serve
as bath rooms. It seems strange that a school as large as this has not been provided with such
a necessity. I regret that after six months of earnest appeal the same state of affairs still exists.
Our water closets are inferior and inadequate, a small 6 by 8 building with no interior arrangement having to suffice for 65 boys, and one building of the same size for 70 girls. These closets
are provided with no drainage, simply reservoirs. This matter needs immediate attention if
the health of the children is to be considered. Our schoolrooms are poorly arranged for ventilation and are very cold in the winter, especially the one with no plaster. Our buildings are
There is not a building
all inconveniently arranged and are poor structures for this climate.
on the school premises, except the new hospital, that has a stone foundation merely set upon
blocks of wood and boarded up to the baseboard.
Improvements. We have just finished an addition of one story to laundry, thereby providing
an excellent drying room. A woodhouse 20 by 40 feet is in course of construction. A new steel
range has just been received, for which we are very thankful. We have put a new floor in girls'
play and washroom. We are thankful that our days of wading through gumbo are almost
over, as we nojv have a real sidewalk connecting boys' building with the schoolrooms. Weneed about as much more. We have finished inclosing the school grounds with woven wire
fencing.

We have put up gates at openings which I suppose were left for that purpose, laid out drives
and walks, flower beds, etc., and with the assistance of industrial teacher and large boys we
put out 300 trees, 100 ajsh and box alder, 70 per cent of which are growing. With the cedars we
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have been less fortunate, as but 100 are growing out of the 200 put out. We are pleased with
however, and shall put out as many more next spring. We procured the trees "within
a few miles of the school.
Farm and garden. The farm consists of 80 acres .of ground, which we have planted as follows:
Oats, 30 acres: corn, 18; clover lucern, 14; potatoes, 5; squash, 3; pumpkins, 2; beans, 1$; onions,
1, and the remainder in beets, cabbage, parsnips, turnips, tomatoes, etc., all of which look well
and give promise of a large yield.
The variety of garden seeds I found very limited, while the amounts were something astonishing. For instance, we had seed peas and radishes enough to plant 20 acres, and of beets only
enough for two short rows, which will yield about 4 bushels.
Stock.
We have 10 cows of ordinary breed, only about half of which give milk at one time,
consequently, after calves have been fed, there is barely enough left for children's pudding,
rice. etc. Our children have no milk to drink and no butter for the table. I regret very much
that such a state of affairs exists, and most earnestly beg that we be allowed at least 20 more
good cows. Now school has closed I have directed the cook to make all the butter possible during
the children's absence, and as a result two jars of excellent butter have been packed, the first
butter ever made in this school.
We have 26 head of hogs also of ordinary stock. Our yard for them is made of barbed wire,
and is a source of continual annoyance. We are greatly in need of material for a yard fence
and a house. The house could be built at a small cost, and could then be kept clean as a house
for horses or cattle. It is poor policy to teach these boys to raise hogs as we are raising them.
We have been greatly handicapped during the last six months for want of horse power,
as we have but one team. This school needs two teams. A team of medium-sized mules would
be much better for this service than horses. We have 500 loads of manure and 3001oads of gravel
and dirt to haul before winter shut s down.
We have 78 common barn-yard chickens in a poultry house built to accommodate 800. They
were not purchased until quite late this spring, consequently the increase this year will be
small, about 100. What we have are doing well, and furnish the children with much amusement
and instruction, beside eggs occasionally for the table and hospital. I ask that we be allowed
200 more grade chickens, Plymouth Rocks preferred, as they are good layers, excellent breeders
hardy, well adapted to this climate, and always in good order.
The school goods for last year were very good, except the boys' shoes, which were much too
heavy and hard for white boys who are accustomed to shoes, much less for these children whose
feet have been accustomed to the light, soft moccasin.
This school should be heated by some good system of heating, and thereby lessen the cost of
fuel and the liability of destruction of buildings by fire. Such a system would save hundreds of
dollars each year, promote health, and add materially to the comfort of the children. As matters
now stand we are compelled to run twenty-two stoves, which consume near $2,000 worth of fuel
each year.
The "corral," or "killing pen," where all cattle for Indians are killed, skinned, and cut up
is located within 300 feet of our school yard and in plain sight of school children.
This matter
I believe, has been reported frequently by Agency Physician Treon, but it still remains a disgrace to all and a source of much disorder in school. During warm weather when the wind
blows from the killing yard toward school we are convinced that sanitation has taken a
results,

vacation.

We have nothing in the shape of a gymnasium, neither have we a spare room which
So I respectfully urge that we be allowed more outdoor games.
We have no reading room or library, and no room that could be so used.

be converted into one.

could

I cannot refrain from speaking of the ma'tter of records before closing this
report. When I
reached this school I commenced a search for books of record from which I might learn of the
workings and standing of the school, but after a vigorous search and fruitless inquiry 1 found
that no such thing existed. The bare room and blank books yielded up nothing^-not even a
school register. There was nothing in the school to show that it ever existed prior to 1891
lu closing allow me to express my sincere thanks to the Department, to Agent Dixon, to' Dr.
Trt'on. and to all employes, for ail assistance.
I am. sir. your obedient servant,
R. M. JESTER.

Superintendent

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF LOWER BRULE SCHOOL.
INDUSTRIAL BOARDING SCHOOL,

Lower Urule Agency, S. Dak., August 10, 1SD2.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the Lower Brule industrial boardinc
school for the fiscal year ending June 30. 1892.
School opened September 1 with an attendance of 23 children. Ten days later we had enrolled
63.
The school was fully organized in accordance with the course of study issued by the honorable Commissioner, and at the close of school each grade had thoroughly completed its work
Too much can not be said in commendation of the fidelity and zeal which characterized the
work of my assistant teachers, Mrs. May D. Church and Mrs.
Foster. They are both
teachers of experience and seein especially adapted to the character of work reqiiired in an
Indian school. We were fairly well supplied with schoolroom appliances for the higher classes
but although a liberal estimate for kindergarten materials was made and forwarded, none were

Emma

received.

Evening exercise*. Considerable attention was given to the evening sessions, and the ingenuity of the teachers w,s taxed to the utmost to make the exercises useful and instructive and
at the same time entertaining. That they succeeded was evidenced
by the great interest taken
these sessions by the children. The exercises were varied, consisting mainly, however, in
singing, playing games, reading short stories, making scrapbooks, mental arithmetic, and language exercises, parquetry work, marching, and drilling in calisthenics. Quite a number of
evenings in the higher room were spent in what we called "keeping store." Articles taken
rrom the storeroom, sewing room, and kitchen, such as rice, sugar, beans, thread,
shoestrings,
needles, lamp chimneys, etc., also small quantities of corn and oats from the barn, formed our
stock in trade. One of the older children was installed as
storekeeper. He was required to

m
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keep an account of what he sold, and to make his cash correspond with the amount of his sales.
The other children were given small purses containing certain sums of toy money, and would
each go to the " store " and purchase two or more articles. They were not allowed to pay for
each article separately, but must find the total of their purchases and pay for all at once. When
the buying had been finished they were required to return the money they had left and account for the balance. The children enjoyed the evenings spent in this way very much, and
some of them became quite expert in making change, as Well as in the use of the scales and
different measures.
A great deal of time was devoted to music, with very gratifying success. I am sure our singing will compare favorably with that of the average white school. A few pupils were given
lessons in instrumental music. I think I am justified in saying that the schoolroom work of
the past year has been highly successful.
Attendance. The following table will show the attendance and classification during the year
:
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lu my last annual report I called attention to the very poor condition of the school buildings
and recommended that some repairs and improvements be made. An estimate for the same
was made and forwarded, but was not approved, the probable early removal of the agency being given as the reason. I suppose the same consideration would prevent any extensive improvements being made now; nevertheless as a matter of absolute necessity I would respectfully request that an estimate be made for lumber to refloor the dining room, to build a new
water closet for the girls, and to construct a walk from the girls' building-to the closet.
I would recommend also that authority be asked to expend $50 in the purchase from Indians
of log hoiises to be used in making a woodshed, and in fixing a comfortable place for the
school cattle during the coming winter. These houses can be bought for less than the wood
which is in them, if cut up into cordwood, would cost, and if at any time in the future the
agency should be moved or the Government decided to put up better buildings, the logs could
be torn down and used for fuel.
Hoping that the above recommendations may meet with your approval, and thanking you
for courtesies extended during the year,
I am, yours, very truly,
GEO. W. NELLIS,
Superintendent and Principal Teacher.
A. P. DIXON,
U.

ti.

Indian Agent.

-

REPORT OF PINE RIDGE AGENCY.
PINE RIDGE AGENCY, S. DAK., August 81,1892.
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith, in compliance with your instructions, annual report and statistics for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1892, viz:
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If it were possible to keep away from the management of affairs any disturbing conditions, they would make rapid strides toward Christian civilization and I think that their present reservation offers advantages that would
justify the belief that these Indians would within a reasonable length of time,
become fitted for useful citizenship. I am not referring now to the present generation of older Indians, but to the younger element and their children. I remember well the condition of the Sioux at Yankton Agency in 1876, and I believe
thoroughly that the Indians on this reservation are to-day, in spite of the setback they received during the recent troubles, far ahead of the Yankton Sioux
at that time.
Soon after I took charge I was struck with the desirability of
Issuing rations.
extending the system of issues to outlying districts that had, under your instruction, been adopted by my predecessor, and in spite of the constant pressure brought
to bear by the nonprogressi ve element headed by the leading chiefs, I have steadily
insisted upon continuing issuing rations in that manner, believing that the issue
of rations at the agency to Indians scattered over so large a reservation as this
has many and obvious disadvantages, and is a retarding influence upon their progress which it will be difficult to overcome.
The Indians were accustomed once a month to take all their children, and such
belongings as they were able to take, and move into the agency to receive their rations. They always started in time so that they could visit along the road coming
in and were an equal length of time getting back to their homes. Theresultsentailed were Neglect of field and stock and the taking of the children from the
schools; also, endangering of the health and lives of those who were at all weak
physically. At an issue some time in January last, during the severe winter
weather, a child was frozen to death on the mother's back. This, of course, was
an extreme case, but the old system entailed great physical suffering on the
women, children, and the old and decrepit.
I also found that the method in vogue- of issuing cattle to the
Issuing cattle.
Indians on hoof and allowing them to chase same over the prairies, after the
manner of an old-time buffalo hunt, evidently incited the younger element and
inflicted barbarous cruelty upon the cattle.
I therefore discontinued issuing
cattle in that manner and had them killed, one by one, by' the police or by an
agency employe, and afterwards issued to the different consolidations, who
butchered and apportioned same.
In both of these reforms I have been sustained by you, and I desire here to
acknowledge my indebtedness to you for said support!
Court of Indian offenses.
I also found that the court of Indian offenses had not
been organized in accordance with your orders, and I immediately took steps to
organize same, sending in nominations of men I believed to be specially fitted
for the places at the s|ime time representing the different elements upon the
reservation.
Three of these, George Swords. Frank Fast Horse, and John
Grass, accepted. Little Wound, however, declined, and the chiefs in council
bitterly opposed the establishment of the court, claiming that it had been tried
before and was a failure that the judges fined the people and put the money in
their pockets. The nominations, however, were approved by you and the court
duly established.
George Swords, who has taught himself to read and write in Indian, keeps the
record of all proceedings in a book provided for the purpose. No fines are allowed except in the way of damages, and in such cases the fines are turned over
to the party damaged in the presence of the agent and judges and a record made
1

tions.
;

:

;

;

of that fact.

The cases tried so far cover wife-stealing, assault and battery, divorce cases,
and complications arising from conflicting land claims arid ownership of horses
and cattle. I have been more than pleased with the manner in which the court
has performed its duties, and while I have been constrained to mitigate the sentences in a number of cases, I have in no case been compelled to throw out the
proceedings or to differ materially from the judgment of the court. It is believed,
however, that great care should be taken in preparing indictments and in the
review of the proceedings of the court.
The opposition, which, at first, was extremely bitter, appears now to be slowly
dying away, and I hope for the best results to accrue from a careful and judicious
use of this lever during the coming year.
It has been the custom, I am informed, for the Indians to dispose
Surplus stock.
of their increase cattle to each other and to white men coming upon the reservation for the purpose of purchasing same; and I found that, in the majority of
the cases, the Indians were receiving less than one-third of the value of their
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cattle, prices paid ranging from $5 to $18. for good, merchantable cattle that
should have brought between $30 and $40 in some cases more.
At my request you kindly authorized me to receive the surplus increased stock
held by the Indians as beef, and to pay them for same the contract price. This
operated as the greatest possible stimulant to the development of an interest in
stock-raising whereas I had found, prior to the receiving of the first lot of cattle, that the Indians allowed their stock to run wild upon the reservation, not
knowing, in a great many cases, how many head they had or where their stock
was. After that event those who owned cattle immediately began to scour the
reservation for them, and it was a frequent sight to see groups of Indians and
mixed bloods together warking' over their brands, and the brands of other cattle-owners. A fair percentage also of those who received money for their cattle at once purchased young stock and cows with the funds, thus increasing very
materially the numbers held by them.
I am convinced that this move will be conducive of the very best results if it
can be continued. As I have before stated, the great trouble appears to me to
be in the fact that conditions are so changeable, or liable to such frequent
changes. I do not know that this can be helped, but being most sincerely and
enthusiastically interested in the welfare of the Indians, I can- but hope that in
the near future affairs may be so ordered as to warrant the hope that there may
be some continuity of efforts in different lines, as it appears to me that definite
work, along definite lines, promises the best prospects for a peaceful and happy
solution of the Indian question.
Sheep and goats have not been experimented with, except in a very small
way. Everybody seems to fear that the dogs and wolves \vouldrenderan experiment in sheep-raising a failure. Toone who has been over the reservation,
it is perfectly apparent that thousands and thousands of head of sheep could be
supported on the reservation by grazing on the natural grasses that cover the
;

hills and valleys in every direction.
Education. One of the prime factors in the work of the uplifting' of the Indian
is education, and I have devoted a good deal of time and attention to encourag-

ing and helping on this development of the school work being done upon this
.
reservation, and the results have in the main been very gratifying.
There were 5 day schools and 2 boarding schools in operation "when I took
charge. The day schools have been greatly increased in number during the
past year, through your kindly courtesy and aid, and if it were practicable to
furnish teachers for all the schools. I could, to-morrow, open 23, and it is a matter of regret that the rules and regulations that udw govern school affairs have
prevented me from doing so. This is due to the fact that teachers can now only
be appointed under civil-service rules, and assistant teachers can not be appointed, I am informed, except at schools where a teacher has already been appointed. On account of the fact that teachers have not,, been furnished for but
17 schools, and I am not allowed to place the other schools in charge of assistant
teachers, I am constrained to allow these schools to remain unopened until
teachers are furnished in accordance with the rules and regulations governing
such matters.*
In this connection I am constrained to say that I believe it would be vastly to
the best interests of the Government, if the day school teachers were graded;
teacher and assistant teacher.
first, second and third class, instead as at present
In such cases the second or third class teacher might be assigned temporarily,
to take charge of new day schools, subject to the appointment of a full teacher,
or awaiting the appointment of a full teacher.
I believe that the grading of the pay would also be a good thing
that is, allowing, for instance, the lowest grade teacher to receive $10 per month; the next
It is extremely doubtful
$20, the next $30, and a full teacher $60 as at present.
if the
average returned pupil of boarding schools, or nonreservation schools would
be capable of earning $30 per month, or of performing, satisfactorily, the duties
devolving upon the assistant teacher as at present. At the recent teachers' institute, held at the agency, composed of the day school teachers, their assistants,
and the boarding school teachers and instructors, and under the supervision of
the superintendent of the boarding school. I gathered that the teachers, generally, held similar views.
The relations that should properly exist between the day schools, the reservation boarding schools, and the nonreservation schools, is a matter that vitally
effects the future of Indian education, and one that should commend itself to the
careful consideration of all who are interested in the future development of this
work. In the performance of my duty of inspecting, and caring for the day
;

.

* This is a
misapprehension which has been corrected, and arrangements
ing of all the Pine Ridge schools. [Comr.J

made

for the open-
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I have been deeply impressed with the importance
the line, aid I regret exceedingly the necessity
opinion, the work has been sadly hampered in the past,

schools and the boarding- school,
of
of

thorough harmony

all along-

saying that, in my
of such harmony.
The foundation of the whole matter is the home. No effort should be spared
to induce the Indians to adopt such ways of living and habits of life as will bring
about that training of the wee little ones which will fit them properly for entering the primary or day schools. There should be a school, as required by the
treaty, wherever there are enough students to warrant it, and only such work
should be done in said primary or day schools as can be done without neglecting
the inflowing little ones from the homes. Where children are retained too long
at the day schools the numbers in attendance would necessarily be so greatly in?
creased that it wo aid become practically impossible for the teacher to give full
justice to the primary classes without neglecting the more advanced children.
Therefore, it would become necessary to have higher schools in order to meet
the demand for better education of the advanced day school pupils. These
schools again would naturally be limited in number of pupils and in grade of
work by the inflowing from the day schools. Should the advanced schools,
whether called boarding schools or high schools, attempt to retain the children
too long the numbers would again necessarily increase to such an extent that
either the more advanced or the lower classes would have to be neglected. It
would, therefore, become necessary to have still higher schools. These higher
schools might be located on the reservation or off the reservation, as seems bast,
and the grade of work that they could do would also be governed by the inflow
from the high schools or boarding schools. From these more advanced schools
it appears to me those who desire to do so might be promoted to the colleges
and technical schools of the land.
Returned students. While on this subject it is thought meet and right to report
that the returned students of nonreservation schools, and also the students who
have attended for a number of years the reservation schools have, as a whole,
done as well as could fairly be expected. Many have fulfilled the brightest
hopes of their many friends, occupying positions of trust and usefulness physicians, preachers, teachers, clerks, assistant teachers, assistant farmers, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, tinsmiths, harness makers, and laborers. Many have
comfortable homes, little farms, cattle and horses some have not done well,
but are not hopeless, and a few are probably beyond redemption, though their
children may be benefited by their parents having had the advantages of a
brief training under good influences.
United States Court. The fact that the more serious offenses on an Indian reservation, have been brought under the cognizance of the United States court, has
had, I believe, the most wholesome effect upon these Indians. They have a
healthy dread of "going over the road to Deadwood," as they express the situation when they are compelled to face indictments that have been brought against
them before the United States court at that point.
Boundary line. The settlement of the boundary question between this agency
and Rosebud Agency has had a very good effect upon the Indians, but they are
still clamoring for the complete survey of the boundary line and the marking
of same in such a manner that their "children may grow up familiar with same,
and the children of the white men be equally impressed with the fact that the
division line is well known." I trust that this maybe done during the current
fiscal year, and also that a cattle guard fence may be authorized on the northern
boundary between the Cheyenne River and the White River. This would be
of almost inestimable benefit to the Indians in the preventing of illegal trespassing of stock upon the reservation. The trespassing of such stock affords the
Indian a constant cause for complaint and disquietude, and might, should conditions favor, furnish the brand for exploding the powder mill.
Many of the disgruntled Brule and renegade Indians from other agencies that
were transferred to this reservation at the close of the recent troubles have little
While
to lose and everything to gain, they think, in renewing hostilities.
they have not openly indulged in the ghost dance, they have surreptitiously
and
have
observed the ceremonies pertaining to that craze in their sweat lodges
opposed bitterly every effort that I have made to advance their material condition. I am gratified to say, however, that there is a fair prospect of their being
gradually induced to adopt better and more peaceful ideas. This will depend,
however, very largely upon the action taken by the Administration in sustaining the officer placed in charge of affairs here. I desire to make this statement
here plainly, in order that no responsibility may rest upon me in regard to this
matter.

through want

;

;
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The appointment of " instructors in domestic economy '' and
Field matrons, etc.
v
"field matrons is certainly a step in, the right dir.:cti ;n. The work of the two
ladies appointed last spring to perform the duties pertaining" to those positions
at this agency has been extremely satisfactory. I have noted a marked improvement- among many families in the care of their house and premiseSj and the Indians frequently speak of the kindly attention given the sick and useful instruction given to all by these ladies. I would heartily recommend the appointment
of one for each farming district.
Improvements. The agency hospital is not yet completed, but it is believed that
it will be a great help to the agency physician in handling more serious cases
of acute diseases.
Blacksmith shops have been erected at different points on the reservation and
two libraries have been established, one at the agency and one in a far-away
farming district two old women's homes have also been established, and it is
hoped that a few of the more decrepit and helpless of these neglected old creatures may bs comfortably cared for during the coming winter. During the past
winter I was compelled to witness many cases of extreme suffering among them.
As a rule the uncivilized Indian has little sympathy for helpless old age and
they leave the old people to shift for themselves.
;

The establishment of churches, schools, stores, libraries, old people's homes,
blacksmith shops, etc., at different points over the reservation, and the flying
over all public buildings of the flag " must have an active, ever-living civilizing

upon the camp Indians."
During the past spring and summer a number of bridges have been built over
the streams and the main roads repaired over the different outlying districts.
Foot bridges will also be put up at different points for the accommodation of the
influence

school children.
number of Indians and others have bsen getting out logs for the sawmill
and I hope that during the coming fall and winter many comfortable houses
may be constructed. Two good two-story frame houses are now being built, at
their own expense, by persons having treaty rights. This is certainly an encouraging feature and indicates a laudable ambition.
Allotments.
portion of the reservation is now being surveyed and a good
many of the Indians are clamoring for the allotment of lands in severalty. The
old-time leaders and a majority of the Indians, however, bitterly oppose this
move, but I am confident that a kind and firm insistence upon the execution of
the law for those who do take their lands will, in a reasonable length of time,
draw over the majority, and that we shall soon see " the beginning of the end,"
if this critical period in their
development can be successfully tided over. To
do this there must be system, regularity, harmony, and continuity of effort in
the management of agency and reservation affairs, as well as ample appropriation for the support of the general management of Indian affairs.
Trusting that both conditions may become fixed facts in the near future, I beg
leave to subscribe myself,
Very re&pectfully, your obedient servant,

A

A

GEO. LE

ROY BROWN,

Captain Eleventh Infantry, Acting U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF OGALALLA BOARDING SCHOOL.
OGALALILA BOARDING SCHOOL,

Pine Ridge Agency, S. Dak.
SIR: I have the honor to present here with the yearly report of the Ogalalla boarding school
for the year ending June 30, 1892.
Attendance.The whole number of employes for the year is 25 white and 21 Indian. The number of pupils enrolled is 185.
For several months in the earlv part of the year the school was somewhat injured by the frequent going and coming of employes, but it will be noticed that during the last quarter all but
2 were present 91 days, and these were 81 and 69.
Of the 185 pupils 9 went to Haskell Institute, 5 to Carlisle, 2 to White's Institute, and 3 to the
Army. Six are reported as runaways, the 5 girls having be^en stolen away by their people a
laving yielded to various influences. Some who were above school age
ployment. Some have removed from the reservation, a few have left on account of sickness,
but the majority are in camp schools which have been located near them.
This now is a very potent cause of the reduction of the attendance in the boarding school. It
may be counteracted by a system which the agent contemplates adopting, by which day-school
pupils of a certain age will be recommended and required to attend the boarding school, and
all not in school or near a day school will be sent to the
boarding school. This latter, however,
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as uncertain as the local habitation of a family possessing nothing which may not be on the,
road on twenty minutes' notice. The number promoted from the schools must necessarily be
small for some time.
Runaways, in the true sense of the word, have almost reached the minimum through our system of family discipline. It will do greater work still when every employe fully undeit bands
how
to work it. One who has very little difficulty in the management of pupils lately said.
" Whenever the
pupils have disobeyed me I have found that it was my own fault."
Notwithstanding a determined efflort on the part of the parents to remove their children before the close of the term, in order that they might be counted in the new census, we had 9o
present on closing day. It required almost two hours to render our programme, and every performer called out the admiration of all present. There were about 50 parents present, and those
who addressed the children and others in private were profuse in their commendation of the
management of the school. A time after dinner was fixed for the pupils to leave and not one
left before the time without permission, and all followed instructions in the order of their going by a hearty grasp of the hand of the superintendent and matron and other employe's. Almost all promise to return in September.
Thl products of the farm were reduced some by the freshet last summer, but there was a yield
of 300 bushels each of wheat and oats, 10 tons of millet, and 800 bushels of potatoes. Thisseason has been almost a month late, yet the wheat, oats, corn, millet, and potatoes, as well as the
garden, give promise of a good yield. The vines, bushes, and trees supplied this season are generally doing well, besides about 100 trees found in this vicinity.
Pupils have done cheerfully the work given them, girls being worthy of special mention. Almost all, boys and girls, have made commendable progress, especially in their use of English.
Heartily thanking the office for its universal kindness in granting requests and anticipat ing
wants,
I remain, yours truly,
is

J.

H.

MKTKBR.

Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF TEACHER AT DAY- SCHOOL No.
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PINE RIDGE AGENCY.

Day School. September is, 1892.
nearly over, I wish to give yoii a general idea of the work and results
accomplished at this school during the summer. I refer solely to the industrial department.
It will be impossible for me to give the number of bushels, of the different articles raised, at
present, as everything is still growing finely. The work of plowing and planting in the spring
was very much hindered owing to the almost constant storms up to near the first of June; but
by taking advantage of every spare moment the work of planting was at last accomplished.
There were about 4 acres of old ground plowed and about 4 acres of new ground broken. The
old ground was planted to a general bit of garden vegetables, besides a small piece of wheat
and also oats. The new ground was planted mostly to potatoes and corn fodder. Every thing
grew beautifully until we began to have a drought about the middle of July, which lasted until
about August 22, at which time we had a soaking rain which thoroughly revived the whole face
of nature.
This soil has the remarkable ability of storing up moisture and then giving it off gradually
during a drought. It is really wonderful to see how green things will look in a garden during
a drought, especially if the ground is thoroughly cultivated and kept free from weeds. I am
thoroughly convinced if the ground is thoroughly plowed and pulverized and planted as it should
be, then the growing crops diligently cultivated with hoe and horse cultivator, it can be made
as good a garden spot as any that can be found anywhere in the Northern States.
The trees which were planted here last May are doing remarkedly well (with the exception
of chestnuts), in fact far beyond my most sanguine expectations. They were not planted
imtil May 15. I think they should be planted in this climate just as soon as the frost is out
of the ground, and the land can be got ready, which generally can be done before April 1. Old,
thoroughly worked ground should invariably be chosen, and the trees diligently worked for at
least three years after being planted. It would be well also to buy the trees from some place
farther north than our own climate, in order to get those that would not be starting into
growth too early.
The pears and plums which were planted here are all doing remarkably well. There were
about sixty of each planted and so far not one has died, but are all looking very thrifty. Of
the Russian mulberry which were planted on old ground, all are growing most of them are
very thrifty, but a very few are not looking very robust. About 8 mulberries were planted
on the road 5 of them are dead the 3 which are alive are doing well. The walnuts are
growing slowly, but are looking very vigorous. I think but 1 out of 40 planted is dead. The
chestnuts did not do anything at all they made but a feeble growth from the first, and as soon
as the scorching weather set in they all gave up the ghost. Of course it remains to be seen
how the trees will get through our seVere winter.
Our flower garden has been very fine, the admiration of our white friends and the wonder of
the Indians. Verbenas, portulacca, and petunias do wonderfully well here. A great many other
flowers will do well if they have the protection of some building to keep off the high winds,
which prevail so in this country. I wish to say that the children have been very good about the
work. They have been willing to take hold and have also shown a great interest in all that
has been undertaken. Even the girls are glad to help in planting and weeding.
This teaching of gardening seems to me a very important branch of Indian youths' education I might say, the most important. We can all see very plainly that Indians have no good
idea about gardening. They do not know how to plow thoroughly nor how to put the seed in
with any order. After the seeds have started, there is no chance to cultivate, owing to the haphazard way in which things are growing. It is plain to be seen that example does a great deal
towards teaching. The Indians often come here and look around and ask questions regarding
gardening.
Indians have even asked me to give them flowering plants in order that they might have
plants in their homes. It would be well if each day school could have a good garden in
order to teach both children and parents this most important branch of Indian education. I
have begun plowing for next spring's crops in order to keep ahead of the elements. I hope to
SIR: As the season

4

is

;

;

;

;

get the old ground plowed before cold weather sets
I am, sir, yours, very respectfullv.
Capt. GEO. LER.

BROWN,

Acting U.

,v.

in.

ln<ll<in .\ycnt.

E. M. KEITH.
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REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT PINE RIDGE AGENCY.
PINE RIDGE,

S.

DAK., September

24, 1892.

me pleasure to make such report as I am able of the last year's mission work.
owing, as you know, to the grievous loss of oxir noble leader in Christian effort here, the Rev.
C. S. Cook, much that might have been can not now be reported.
Sin:

It

gives

So far as present records show there have been 57 baptisms and 9 marriages in our church
and chapels here. Tnese figures, however, suggest only the tenth part of the labor performed
or the results accomplished. Wherever Mr. Cook and his faithful helpers have been at work
there is found evidence of progress upward and onward. It is seen as well in better homes
where peace and harmony prevail as in the churches and Sunday schools where the true motives for holier and nobler lives are taught, and in the day schools, too, through the excellent
workings of which the number of untutored minds is growing beautifully less and less. More
frequently than ever now you may meet the Indian who can read and write, and will proudly
show you the book or paper which he carefully stows away in his breast pocket and draws forth
occasionally to refresh his mind and memory.
It is true here, as elsewhere, that there is evident progress in the right way, though a certain
portion tries to hold aloof on its crumbling foundation of heathenism a vain effort that will
prove to be.
Respectfully, yours,

Capt. GEO. LER.

AARO"N B. CLARK.

BROWN,

Actitig U. S. Indian Agent.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT PINE RIDGE AGENCY.
PINE RIDGE AGENCY,

S.

.

DAK.. September

13, 1892.

have the honor to present, at your request, the following report of the Presbyterian
Mission among the Ogalalla Sioux
in
charge of the work here only temporarily, I am not able to present as complete a reBeing
port as I could wish. It is now nearly sixty yeai-s since the Presbyterian Church, ahead of all
others, sent a missionary to preach the gospel to the Sioux. It is, however, less than six years
since the first Presbyterian missionary was established among the Ogalallas, where he had
been pi'eceded a number of years by missionaries of the Episcopal Church. And in this wide
field we find much heathenism yet to be overcome.
During the past year we have occupied three stations The agency station, occupied bj' myself and family
Porctipine station, in charge of Misses Dickson and McCreight, and Wounded
Knee, where Mr. Edward Weston, an educated Christian Indian from Flandreau, has labored.
At each place regular Sabbath services have been held, besides week-day meetings, and such
class and private instruction as opportunity offered. The attendance has not been large, but
some have heard the Word gladly, and a few have professed the Christian faith.
The thorough christianization of a heathen nation is a work of great magnitude, and we must
expect here to cultivate the field faithfully for years to secure a permanent establishment of
Christianity. So, although much has been done, much more remains to be done.
The effect of the ghost dances in the former years was very deleterious to Christianity, and is
The excitement of a false religion has left a dead, indiffei'ent
still felt among the Ogalallas.
feeling about religion. We look for a reaction and a brighter day in the near future.
The movement of the Government in establishing a complete organization of schools for the
Ogalalla tribe is a matter of great encouragement for missionary workers. Education is the
great ally of Christianity. Each needs the encouragement and sympathy of the other. Witn
a continuation of the harmony which now prevails between these two departments of work,
we may look for a steady and increasing advance in the improvement of these Indians. Each
school will naturally become the center of knowldge and virtue, which are the salvation of a

SIR

:

I

:

:

;

nation.

The death the past year of Rev. Charles S. Cook, the Episcopal missionary, himself an educated Yankton Sioux, is felt to be a general loss to all Christian workers among this people.
Thanking you for your kind cooperation in the work of our mission, I am,
Yours, truly,

JOHN

Acting U.

S.

P.

WILLIAMSON,

Missionary of the Presbyterian Church.

Capt GEO. LE R. BROWN,

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF ROSEBUD AGENCY.
ROSEBUD AGENCY,
SIR:

I

have the honor

to

submit herewith

my

September 10, 1892.
third annual report of affairs

pertaining- to this agency.
Indians and country.
The Indians of this agency are

known as the Brule Sioux,
and occupy the country from the Missouri River west to Black Pipe Creek, which
divides this and Pine Ridge reserve, and from White River on the north to the
Nebraska State line on the south, comprising an estimated area of about 3,228,160
acres, the Indians being located on various creeks east and west and north of
the agency, varying in distance from 10 to 100 miles, the majority averaging
about 30 miles distant.
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The agency proper is among- barren sand hills, about 100 miles west of the
Missouri River, 20 miles north of Nebraska State line, 40 miles from the nearest military post, Fort Niobrara, and 35 miles from Valentine, Nebr., on the Fremont. Elkhorn and Missouri Valley Railroad, where supplies are delivered and
transported by Indians to the agency.
The census taken of these people June 30 aggregated 4,254, a redacPopulation.
tion from last year, caused by transfers to Pine Ridge Agency by reason of the
change of dividing between the two agencies from Pass Creek, east 20 miles to
Black Pipe Creek, which necessarily affects the statistical report.
There are at present 77 pupils absent in schools off the reserve also 104 young
men enlisted in the TJ. S. Army (50 being in Company L of the Sixth Cavalry,
stationed at Fort Niobrara, and 54 in Company I of the Sixteenth Infantry, at
Fort Douglas), of whom their commanders give good reports regarding their
discipline and behavior, making a total of 181 absent but belonging to this
agency.
Settlement of boundary line. Settlement of boundary lines between this and Pine
Ridge Agency, the cause of considerable annoyance, has been satisfactorily adjusted by the Department, allowing representative Indians of both agencies to
confer together, whereby it was mutually agreed that the line should bs at Black
Pipe Creek, as denned in the Sioux treaty of 1889, and the Indians thereby affected
allowed to June 30 to determine their future status. The line has since been
surveyed and properly marked and the majority of Indians there located, desiring to remain where they had established their homes, have been transferred
to the Pine Ridge Agency.
A meeting was also arranged between Indians of the Lower Brule and this
agency with regard to a large number of Indians belonging to that agency now
located on the east part of this reserve, who desire to remain and become attached to this agency, and the matter is soon to be submitted to these people for
a three-fourths vote for acceptance or rejection.
Ghost dance. The evidence of the existence of the ghost dance and its results
has entirely disappeared, although in a few instances, early last spring, it was*
discovered that ghost shirts were being made and wild talk was indulged in by
a few "brave medicine men." Prompt action, however, with solitary confinement and compulsory work for a short time, effectually checked any movements
in that direction.
Health and sanitary. Dr. A. J. Morris, agency physician, reports that the health
of these Indians during the past year has been generally good, no epidemics
occurring among them. There have been, as near as can be ascertained, which
at best is unreliable, 128 deaths and 95 births. The doctor reports that he has
treated 432 cases, which consisted larg'ely of pulmonary diseases and diseases
arising from indigestion. This does not include the large number applying for
medicines at the dispensary. Frequent trips are made by the physician to
various camps where day schools are located, leaving medicines and directions
with teachers, by which means many Indians are benefited and the influence of
teachers increased.
Attention is again invited to the fact that a hospital should be established at
the agency, where it has frequently been demonstrated many lives could have
been saved by receiving proper care and attention.
The position of field matron having recently been created, the wife of the
agency physician, who is in every way amply qualified, has been appointed and
will prove a boon to these people.
Agriculture.
Although it has been practically demonstrated that this is not a
farming country, the work done by the Indians this season has been encouraging. Owing to the lateness of the planting season, which was cold and wet, not
so much corn as heretofore was planted, and the hot winds of the past month
have proven disastrous to a considerable portion of that grown, and the drought
has caused almost entire failure of the potato crop.
A considerable quantity of small grain, however, has been sown for the first
time by many with good results. This being the first wheat raised by these Indians, the results will prove highly gratifying. The Indians generally have
been submissive to the farmers over them to a commendable degree, and while
many have but little to show for efforts made, those located east of the agency,
principally on Ponca Creek, have worked faithfully with good results.
The acreage under cultivation this year by measurement will aggregate 3,705
acres, which is the work of 754 families. During the past year 26,352 pounds of
oats (all required for agency use) and 68,454 pounds of corn were purchased from
Indians, and it is hoped an equal or larger quantity will be purchased this season.
;
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In addition to the grain purchased by the Department for agency use 400
bushels of wheat were marketed by the Indians at Valentine, for which they
were paid 63 cents per bushel. The farmers' reports this year show an estimated yield of 3,077 bushels of wheat, an increase over last year of 1,337 bushels.
For this grain Valentine is the nearest market.
Seven farmers, including agency and assistant, have been
Additional farmers.
and are now allowed this agency, each of whom are assigned to districts, into
which the whole reserve is divided, each farmer having an Indian assistant in
each camp. The beneficial results have been fully demonstrated, and their
ssrvice could not be dispensed with without retrograde influence.
There are at present about 7,632 cattle now owned by these InStock-raising.
dians, which includes 500 cows with calves and 500 heifers issued last year, and
which have been cared for and looked after under the direction of the district
farmers to a commendable extent. Comparatively few of the full-blood Indians'
cattle have been lost during the past year, although others lost heavily by the
severe storms in February and March. For the first time in my nine years' experience on this agency, this reserve was last year saved from prairie fires,
which fact, together with heavy rains during the past spring, has produced exThe Indians having realized the damage
cell.: nt grazing and abundance of hay.
done by these fires now use every precaution to guard against and avoid them.
Two thousand and two hundred cows with calves and 86 bulls have recently
been received, which, as issued, have been branded with numbers for each Indian, to be his individual brand (in addition to the Government brand). The
desire to obtain these cows and the energy displayed by Indians generally in
putting up hay proves that they are developing an interest in stock- raising, and
farmers are now required to give this industry special attention.
Three subissue houses have been built during the past year
Issue houses.
two to the east (one about 100 miles distant on Ponca Creek, the other 35 miles
on Butte Creek) the third to the west on Black Pipe Creek. Rations are issued
monthly at these stations to Indians located within a reasonable radius, enabling
them to return home the same day instead of being required to consume so much
time as was necessary in traveling to and from the agency. Two more issue
houses now authorized will soon be built one to the west on Cut Meat Creek,
the other on Little White River about 15 and 20 miles respectively from the
agency, which number will be sufficient for the present.
dwelling for the district farmer is attached to each of. these issue houses
also a blacksmith and repair shop where young Indian mechanics are employed,
;

;

A

;

where

practicable.
Slaughterhouses and corrals have been constructed at outside camps, (without extra expense than that authorized for employes during the year, the lumber for
same being manufactured at agency sawmill) where all cattle for issue are killed
and issued by the farmers to Indians from the block, substituting this for the
former mode of issue on the hoof and the shooting by mounted Indians. All
beef is now issued to individual Indians, and. although meeting with opposition
from some of the older and some younger would-be chiefs, who cling to old
methods and oppose innovations leading to civilization, individuals are realizing their advantage by this new plan.
These Indians have transported all Government supplies from the
Industry.
railroad to the agency, together with supplies to issue houses also all freight
for traders, which has netted them $15,2i52.70. They have sold to the Government for beef, which in turn was issued them under treaty stipulations, 323,120
pounds of gross beef cattle, for which they were paid $10,081.96. They have also
cut and delivered at the agency and the various camp day schools, and to traders,
513 cords of wood, for which they were paid $2,831.75 also received $2,145.90
for grain and hay sold to the agency and issue houses, aggregating $30,312.31
;

;

during the past year.
These facts demonstrate that Indians will labor when they see money is to be
acquired thereby. In agriculture he sees doubtful returns, little money, much
labor, and no encouragement.
Authority has been granted for purchase from' Indians of 1,000,000 pounds of
gross beef it is uncertain to what extent this amount can be furnished.
Land in severalty. Fifteen townships have recently been sui oyed on the eastern
portion of this reserve. Many Indians are located thereon about one-half mile
apart and wait the coming of an agent to allot them their several portions, which
they are ready to accept. When done and the implements, etc., guaranteed by
treaty issued, many others will doubtless follow their example, and those now
;

v
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grouped together in bands scatter on separate claims, thereby isolating to some
extent and a void the frequent dancings and councils where mischief is concocted.
House construction. As stated in previous reports all Indians now live in houses
of their own construction, without further aid from the Government than doors,
windows, and nails. As these houses have dirt floors and roofs through which
snow and rain penetrate, they can not be other than unhealthy and impossible to
keep clean, and are undoubtedly the primary cause of much sickness. Many
houses have been rebuilt and improved during the year, and if lumber for floors
and shingles for roofs could be furnished, many would compare favorably with
those of frontier white settlers.
Courts of Indians offenses.
No court has been established at this agency and for
the reason that there still exist factional feel ings between many of these Indians,
caused by the late trouble, it has not been deemed advisable to inaugurate a
court which undoubtedly would aggravate this feeling.
Police force.
The police force allowed this agency for the f>ast year and at present numbers 3 officers and 50 privates. They have maintained their reputation
for efficiency and usefulness and are indispensable and invaluable to the proper
conduct of an agency, especially where Indians are scattered over such large
area. In no instance during the past year when sent to bring an Indian accused
of any offense have they failed to promptly execute the order.
They are at all
times either on duty in camp or at the agency, where 12 are kept, changing
from camp duty each ten days. While in camp they are required to see that
children attend schools regularly and report or bring to the agency any rowing
or fractious Indians.
I am pleased to report that the liquor traffic on this agency
Liquor and justice.
has by prompt, and at times severe, action been reduced to a minimum; the onlycases of drunkenness and bringing liquor on the reserve during the past year
brought to my attention, being by Indians enlisted in the Army who, stationed
at Fort Niobrara, obtain and furnish it to their relatives and friends.
As Indians are not subject to the United States laws a few have been tried
and convicted of trivial offenses in the United States courts. That they do not
receive
equal protection of the same with other citizens was evidenced last
spring when an Indian, working for a white man living just oft' the reserve, died
and was buried, the white man reporting that he had died at his house and had
been removed by his friends. Subsequent investigation by the agency physician
and several witnesses showed that the Indian's neck had been broken, and the
body presented marks of brutal beating. The white man was arrested and taken
before a United States commissioner. A brother of the murdered man who
was present at the time testified regarding the manner by which he was killed.
The crime being committed off the reserve the United States court decided it
had no jurisdiction, and the attorney of the county in which the crime was committed refused to prosecute for the reason that " no jury could be found in that
county that would convict a white man for killing an Indian.'' Subsequently
the brother who testified was arrested on complaint of the same white man referred to for the alleged killing of a steer and is now under bonds for appearance at the next term of court, the jury having' disagreed on the first trial, although it was proven that the Indian was sick and confined to his bed at the
time of the alleged offense. Is it surprising under such circumstances that Indians fail to see the benefits of protection of United States laws?
Improvements. About 70,000 feet of pine lumber have been sawed at the agency
mill the past year, which has been used in needed improvements. All agency
buildings have been repaired and the roofs of agency buildings and fences inclosing same painted, which has added to the general appearance of the agency.
As Indians are located in distant parts of the reserve, but few, if any, are to
be seen loitering about the agency, which has been and is discouraged as much
;

as possible.
Missionary and church work at this

agency is conducted by the Protestant EpiscoPresbyterian, and Roman Catholic denominations-. The various missionhave
been
zealous
aries
and energetic workers and have at all times labored
harmoniously with the officers of the Government, rendering assistance when in
their power in the civilization and advancement of the people.
The Episcopal Church, under charge of Rt. Rjv.W. H. Hare was established
at this agency in 1879. The resident missionary reports 262 members of his
chu'ch. of having performed 26 marriages, and expended $3,235 in mission work
during the year.
The Presbyterian missionary stationed here in 1888 reports having expended
pal,
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under the auspices of the American Missionary Soand having performed 10 marriages during the year.
The Roman Catholics under the charge of Rt. Rev. Bishop Marty have been engaged in missionary work since 1882. Th3 priest in charge reports having expended $2,440 for missionary purposes, to have a total of 1,134 communicants, and
To those unacquainted with the
to have performed 25 marriages the past year.
surroundings, the labor, privations, and self-sacrifice of the Christian workers
$2.600 in his work, conducted

ciety,

not be realized.
All marriages are reported to the agent each month and a record kept of same,
and all marrying by Indian custom are summoned to the agent's office and required to be married "according to law and the whits man's ways." The leaving or throwing away of women and families is prohibited, and where done, the
offender is punished. I am pleased to report these requirements are producing
the desired effect of Indians haying more respect for and giving protection to
their families.
There have been 13 Government day and 2 mission boarding schools
Education.
in operation on this reserve during the past year with an aggregate enrollment
of 499 and a daily average attendance of 439. which, including those at distant
schools, makes a total of children belonging to this agency in school during the
year, which, according to our recent census, leaves about 485 children of proper
c-an

age unprovided for.
Six new schools are now being constructed in different parts of the reserve
which it. is hoped will be ready to be opened November 1. All old camp day
schools are- frame one-story buildings, ceiled inside, with teachers' residence of
three rooms, and are in good condition.* Those now being constructed are plastered inside, with an industrial or sewing room for girls, and afour-room dwelling for teacher.
One camp school, located on Pass Creek, within territory transferred to Pine
Jlidge, is now turned over to that agency, the b.uilding belonging to the Episcopal Church and loaned to the Government for school purposes as is also ono
other on this reserve.
Of the two mission board ing schools, St. Mary's is located on Antelope Creek,
about 15 miles east of the agency, is under the auspices of the Protestant Episcopal Mission conducted by Rt. Rev. W. H. Hare, Bishop of South Dakota, and
supervised by Miss A. lyes with an able corps of lady assistants. This school
was erected and opened in 1885 with accommodations for 50 pupils, and is admirably arranged for what it was intended, a home school.
During the past year there has been an enrollment of 46 pupils, with an average attendance of 42f. The entire expense of maintaining this school is borne
by the mission with the exception of certain annuities and the regular school ration of pupils, which have been furnished by the Government. The closing' exercises of this school in June last demonstrated that careful training and instruction in neatness as well as learning had been given, and the ladies in charge of
the work, isolated, away from all advantages of civilization, can not receive more
commendation for their work than they are entitled to.
St. Francis Roman Catholic Mission contract boarding school is located about
8 miles south of the agency, under charge of Rt. Rev. M. Marty and supervised
by Rev. Father Digman, assisted by efficient brother and sister workers. This
school, constructed and opened in 1886, now provides for all wants of the pupils,
the Government paying therefor a per capita of $108. During the year there has
been an enrollment of 116 pupils, with an average attendance of 96.28. The closing exercises, which were witnessed by a large number, were highly appreciated,
and proved that the labor spent by faithful workers had not been in vain. The
reports of the superintendents of these mission schools are submitted herewith.
The agency day school, taught by a lady teacher, assisted by an Itfdian girl assistant, has been'in session ten months, with an enrollment of 36, an average attendance of 28. Owing to the few families located in the vicinity of the agency,
who remain only while securing employment, children are constantly changing
between camp and agency, requiring much time and labor on the part of the
teachers to keep them neatly clothed and necessarily interfering with advancement of the school.
With the exception of a few days, closed by reason of severe storms, wr hen
children, many of whom go a distance of 2 to 4 miles, were unable to travel, all
camp day schools have been in session ten months of the year, and with the exception of Little Oak Creek, in charge of two ladies, all have been conducted by a
man teacher with his wife as assistant. The latter, in addition to vocal instruction in the schoolroom, has charge of clothing- for the girls, who do their own
;
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sewing. The appearance of the children will compare favorably with those of
the boarding schools, the girls being required to leave their shawls in the hall,
and the boys to present a neat appearance before entering the schoolroom. A
lunch is also provided, consisting of coffee and hard bread, as the children live
too far to go home and return at noon.
Experience has fully demonstrated the advantage of employing man and wife
as teachers at these camp schools, each taking an interest in the work accoincomplished by both and commanding more obedience and respect of Indians than
There are not any returned pupils competent or reliable enough
ladies alone.
for this service.
to have the desired effect of being the foundation
distant camps where they are located, the schcolroom
exercises forming but a small fraction of the good accomplished the home life
and example ever before them, and the necessity of their remaining at home to
enable their children to attend school, almost entirely breaking up the roving
disposition of the Indians, which is their greatest characteristic and failing.
The visual school exhibition was held at the agency at the close of the school
year, consisting of a number of children and the teachers from each school. The
exercises were witnessed by a large number of Indians from all parts of the reserve, as also by all white people in the vicinity, and a marked improvement was
noticed over the previous^ year.
It is to be regretted th"at there claiming to te interested in the work of educating the Indians and at all times criticising the waste of time and money spent
on reservation schools, though never having seen these schools in Operation on
this reservation and witnessed the befteficial effect on the whole people, could
not be present at one of these gatherings, which would enable them to at lea -t
do them partial justice.
Boarding school. There is still no Government boarding school on this reservation, though one of the most important in the Northwest, and where Indians, though
strongly objecting to sending their children away, are constantly asking for a
boarding school, which is provided at all other agencies. Although sites have
been repeatedly selected and contracts made for construction, the promise long
ago and repeatedly made these Indians, that they should have a school, appears
as far from fulfillment as ever.
Traders.
There are two licensed traders at this agency who have conducted
their business in a satisfactory manner, no complaint having teen made to me.
By reason of the proximity to border towns, where Indians go for freight, they
are not dependent upon these traders for supplies. The subissue houses located
in different i arts of the reserve obviate the former necessity of frequent visits
of Indians to the agency consequently the reputed fortunes made by licensed
traders formerly are a thing of the past, at this agency at least.
Conclusion.
The many radical chang'es made during the past year, notably the
establishment of five subissue houses indifferent localities; the erection of an
equal number of slaughterhouses and placing all beef on the block, heretofore
issued on hoof to be chased and shot by mounted Indians the dividing of the
whole reserve into districts supervised by a farmer the construction of addi.tional schools, making a total of 18 day and 2 mission schools: the surveying of
a number of townships and preparations now being made to allot land all denote no little advancement among the people and a corresponding amount of
labor to those having the work in charge. It also indicates the individualixing
and therefore the civilization of the Indian.
The change which has taken place among these people during the past ten
years can only be realized by those having seen them then and now. Notwithstanding the late troubles, I believe that with honest, fair, and yet firm treatment a greater advancement will be developed within the next few years.
To all employes, who have labored harmoniously and faithfully in the performance of duty assigned them, my thanks are extended.

These day schools continue

of civilization

among the

;

;

;

;

;

For the courteous and liberal support received at all times from the Office of
Indian Affairs in the administration of affairs at this agency I beg to express

my

appreciation.
I have the honor to be,

sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.

GEO. WRIGHT,
U.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIA.N AFFAIRS.

ti.

Indian Agent.
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REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT ROSEBUD AGENCY.
ROSEBUD AGENCY, S. DAK., September, 1892.
SIR: I have the pleasure of giving you herewith a concise statement of facts regarding our
mission work for the past year, ending June 30:
Number of missionaries, including native workers (9males, 5 females)
14
Number of Indians who are now communicants
262
206
Baptized during the year
Total number baptized
1,633

Number of formal marriages:
By myseif
By Rev. William Saul

24
2

We have during the past year added one to our number of church buildings

a very substanframe building for chapel and dwelling rooms.
So far as I can report the contributions of missionary societies and individuals which have
been expended here amount to $3,720 for education and $3,235 for religious purposes generally.
These figures tell nothing of the growing influence and increasing energy of our native helpers,
tial

whom

are becoming a power for
of
in such things as tend to progress.

many

good among their people and leaders and instructors

Respectfully yours,

Maj.

J.

AARON

B.

CLARK,

Missionary in Charge.

GEO. WRIGHT.
Indian Agent.

U, S.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT ROSEBUD AGENCY.
ROSEBUD AGENCY, S. DAK., Seplember22, 1892.
our missionary work during the past year. In OcPonca Creek where we have been working for seven
tober, 1891. we
years. This and our other church on White River have grown in membership, and from time
to time I can see a marked growth in Christian living and thinking. The Indians observe Sunday better; they respect the legal marriage relation; forsake the conjuring of the medicine
men and the dances; and grow into an understanding of Christian morality and righteousness. This comes slow, because those who have changed from heathenism are few, surrounded
by friends and relatives who are still heathen in practice and belief.
One difficulty in the way is the lack of amusement or occupation. All amusements are either
heathen, as the dances and feasts, or are associated with gambling, as horse racing, ball and
card playing. And yet our Christians have been remarkably firm in breaking away from them
and living up to their profession.
As all boundary lines are now settled and the people are for the most part where they will
take their land. I hope during this year to push out into new fields. During the winter I hope
SIR: There

to report concering
organized a new church at

is little

to spend the time in company with Mr. F. B.'Riggs in doing general educational work, lecturing and using a stereopticou.

Very
J.

respectfully,

JAMES

U. S.

F. CROSS,

Missionary of American Missionary Association.

GEO. WRIGHT,
Indian Agent.

REPORT OF TEACHER OF A ROSEBUD AGENCY DAY SCHOOL.
ROSEBUD AGENCY, S. DAK,, September 1, 1892.
at your personal request, the honor to submit this report " What
school." If it helps in anyway to increase your estimation of this branch of
the educational work I shall be content.
I took charge of this school September 1, 1889.
The children had a very slight knowledge of
English words and used none whatever; due in part to the natural difficulties, in part to the
methods in school work. The most advanced pupils were able to creditably imitate a copy;
they could call several words at sight; "they could" read (?) some oasy phrases, but it conveyed
about the same idea to their minds as ab, eb, ib would to a white child.
I was so impressed with this mechanical training that I resolved to be very careful and
never teach a word without the idea. I resolved upon a systematic and thorough course in
laying *he foundation of the language I was about to teach, letting each lesson convey its own
teaching and bear some relation to the one preceding and to the one following:
First morning Policeman on hand. A responsibility thrust itself upon me. If I were to be
generous it was essential that these Indian children should have a liking for the work in which
they were about to engage. Pupils or children at the threshold of knowledge anticipate their
difficulties
they must not flounder along in the dark. After these thoughts I laid on my table
the following
Give ideas be systematic be thorough hold to what is taught until it is a
part of their thoughts. The bell rings. Children come in shy glances cast at each other, then
at me. "All sit," I said; but they stood. One boy who had been to school at a boarding school
and could make fair use of English, told them in Dakota: "The teacher wants you to sit." My
next command was "stand," and again it had to be interpreted.
Yes, they could read in the First Reader, but Joe said " they did not know what the words
.said." The difference in the efficiency of the boarding school and the day school was so great,
" No
1 asked Joe where he learned to talk
English. "At Cheyenne boarding school," he said.
doubt you had a good teacher," I remarked. "Yes," he said, "but sheclid not learnrne to talk.
When I heard something in English I asked the other boys on the sly what it meant and they
told me. We did not tell on each other for we were not allowed to talk Indian." Good thing
then, to have a number of mixed bloods in school for a start. New pupils can learn from those
who can already talk English.
SIR: I

we do

am pleased to have,

in a

camp

;

:

;

;

;

;

'

'
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The correct plan. Prevent the native language, give ideas in English. Let the teacher be to
his pupils what the English-speaking pupils are to them in the boarding school a good example of civilized life. Some industrial training can be given, but without the children can be
taught to understand and use English all other school work must be a sjiam.
I divided
school in three grades: Advanced grade (those who could write and name the
8 to 12 years old) primary (the beginners). I have kept
letters) intermediate (children from
"
few sample lessons with the notes below
a record of
"plans or schemes for class work.
will give some idea of what we do in this line. At first the school was the class until I found
the development of each child's mind. ALL SCHOOL ATTENTION

my
my

;

A

;

!

Do

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Show

the things.

the object.

Hat

Stand

sit.

Walk
Come

run.

Cat

cap.
dog.

Boy

girl.

Read

go.
sing.

Play

work.

Slate

paper.

Book box.

Write the words on the board.
Five to ten new words a lesson.
All call the words, printed and written at sight; then individuals.
Pupils write the words on slate and paper.
Read the words promptly at next recitation.
Drill thoroughly, then the words pass into the permanent list.

Review frequently until the words form a part of their thoughts.
Force the words in reading and conversation:
Lesson

I see.
I see
I-

see

I see
I see
I see
(1)
(2)
(3)

a
a
a
a
a

I have.
have the slate.
have the paper.
have the book.
have the box.
I have the bell.

hat.
cap.

I
I
I
I

dog.
cat.

boy.

One thing

at a time. Get the pupils to think.
Build sentences from the words. Pupils form similar sentences.
Every morning or at the recitation children stand and give a statement, or ask a question

and others answer.
(4)

I

In same manner teach the idioms:

smell, I want, I have, give, take, etc.
Illustrate the word and give the form

It is,

that

is,

touch, I feel, I taste,

this

is,

The
The
The
The
The

corn is in that box.
tobacco is in that pipe.
ink is in that bottle.

I see. I hear, I

:

Lesson
In.

A bell is on the book.
A hen is on the nest.
A boy is on the sled.
A girl is on the bed.
A duck is on the water.

coffee is in that cup.
sock is in that boot.

Spelling lesson

Box.

Book.
Box.
Sled.

Pipe.
Bottle.

Bed.

Cup.

Water.

Boot.

In same manner make use of by, under, over, at, to, etc.
Simplify the work make it easy. Repeat the new words. They must not pass through the
mind like sand through a sieve they must stick like steel to a magnet. Learning the language
is a task upon memory.
;

;

A review lesson
I see a cat.
It is a big cat.

That cat has a long tail.
The cat is black and white.
It

has very soft hair.

Prepare for the Primer and First Reader. Use the words contained therein before the book is put in
their hands. In connection with the lesson in the book teach the pupils to talk, ask questions
and answer questions about the picture and the lesson. It is difficult to get Indian children to
talk even when they can. I give them a plan at first in writing, thus :

Lesson

/,

page

(Swinton's Primer.}

15.

What do you see ? I see a cat.
Is it a cat ? No
it is a picture
;

Is

it

a big cat ? Yes
the cat do ?
the cat eat ? Yes
;

it is

What can
Can

:

of a cat.
a very big cat.

The cat can scratch.
it will eat mice and rats.

Dispense with the written plan as soon as possible. Require the pupils to write their own
questions and answers about the lessons, or answer promptly any questions asked. Use the
words now familiar to form.
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exercises for tpeaking.

The birdI see a bird in a

tree,

(Gesture.)

Can it fly ? There it goes. (Gesture.)
Up, up, Oh, so high
(Gesture.)
!

Gestures assist greatly in memorizing and increase the interest in what

is

spoken.

The wolf- See that wolf sitting over there on that high hill
(Gesture.)
Ah see him now as he sneaks in the grass (Gesture.)
He wants to get my hen. I will get my gun
esture.)
Ready bang and Mr. Wolf is dead. (Gest
!

!

I

the wheels turned round so fast it ran like the wind.
1 saw a train at Valentine
rolled out of the locomotive. I saw a boy at the car window when it stopped.
" he said. I think the
that
little
see
boy was from the East and never had seen a
"Oh,
pony

The train

;

The black smoke

I

pony before.
These are a few samples of what has been learned have gone from the easy to the difficult.
They have learned compositions about occupations, such as farming, stock-raising, housekeeping, butter-making, cooking, etc., which are more or less interesting as speaking and language
exercises, at the same time getting the idea or rule how the things are to be done.
In the advanced and the intermediale grade the work has been about the same shorter and
easier words were chosen for the intermediate grade, selecting words that were contained in
the lessons in the book, which afterwards they read.
In the primary grade I combine the word method and the phonic method the words are
;

;

chosen with that in view; before they are ready, however, for printed words, phonics, or the
alphabet, I get their attention. I make them think; I make them understand. I am teaching
them a language different from their own; that for every word they have, I have one to give
them; I proceed about the same as I would to learn their language, or as .an infant begins.
I give them a slate and pencil after a lively language drill I print a few letters each time on
the board (examples X, A, E) this gives them seat work to make the letters with sticks and
pencils. They soon learn the letters unconsciously to make them is a play, to write a pleasure
and an easy- transition to script cA, CB changed a little makes the script.
;

;

Children at six years of age have accomplished as much literary knowledge in nine or ten
months as white children usually do in six or seven; they can read, count, print, or write and
use more words in expression's in conversation in English than they have been taught picking
it up from older ones.
After they comprehend what it is to learn, they are willing and eager
to learn, and it has been a pleasure to teach them. Without a decidedly systematic plan is
carried out, however, their learning is difficult.

RECAPITULATION OF PROGRESS.
First year. Nouns sint
tion to the nouns use ol
in positive degree; a lewproi
ing exercises, with due regard for numbers, general exercises, etc.
aecondyear. Vocabulary increased letter writing; drill on degrees of comparisons and forms
of the verbs. (This is the tough part of our language for them, and it is the stopping place for
many.) It is easy for them to learn "The boys go," but harder for them to conceive the idea
went, gone, has gone or have gone; they have but one word, eld, for all our forms of the verb
;

;

go.

Numbers and general

exercises continued.

Third year. I think we will complete a 1 that is anticipated in four years' work in the course
of study, !890. The children can carry on an ordinary conversation in English. They talk English in their plays at school and at home. -They can interpret readily such language as we
find in the first and second readers.
Four boys have become of age and quit school they have been earning $20 per month since,
working for ranchmen; to get employment usually they must talk English.
The industrial work for the boys has been care of the garden, sawing and splitting wood, etc,
The girls are given instruction in cooking, general housework, washing and ironing, cutting
and fitting garments for themselves, made from material furnished by the Government and a
great deal which they buy and bring to school to have it cut aud made in "style.
The large
girls who have quit school continue to wear "white woman's dress;" they are clean about
their persons and their homes. The garden attached to the school has been diligently attended
to until July 1 each year, then abandoned to the weeds and bugs; by leaving the soil loose and
free from weeds, however, it did fairly well. The products include sweet corn, popcorn, beans,
musk melons, watermelons, pumpkins, carrots, parsnips, turnips, beets, potatoes, and toma;

1

'

toes.

In conclusion, let me say it is possible to make a camp school a practical, lasting success, and
to extend its good results to the homes of the Indians on the reservation; that there are some
obstacles in the way, many things in favor. The camp school is nearer to the homes and to the
hearts of the parents.
Yours respectfully,
A. D.

HARPOLD.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF

ST.

MARY'S SCHOOL.

School was reopened September 4, 1891, and
the 10th we had 42 children here. We had
deemed to limit our number to 45, as more thanby
that overcrowded dining and sitting rooms
During the year we had 46 names on our roll. Two were withdrawn by the agent and returned
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to the school to which they belonged. The parents declared when they brought them that they
did not belong to any other school. One was sent home in the spring, and one in the early
summer by advice of the physcian on account of illness, Notwithstanding these losses our

average was

42f

.

The health of the children was unusually good there being no serious illness except the two
children sent home. Both of these were chronic scrofula cases.
The children did their work cheerfully and a better spirit prevailed than ever before.
During the spring and summer the house has been thoroughly cleaned and put in order
papering, painting, whitewashing, etc., has been done wherever needed.
The teachers who had given such efficient service and contributed to the success of the school
were not able to return for another year, but two of the new corps of helpers are efficient,
experienced workers in Indian schools, and we hope for still further prosperity the coming
year.
The farm last year yielded an abundant supply of grain and vegetables for the use of the
school, and we have promise at present of all that we shall need for the coming year.
The relations between the agency and the school have been most cordial and friendly, though
so far separated that there could be but little intercourse.
Respectfully submitted.
AMELIA IVES,
;

Principal.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF

SIR

:

I

have the honor to submit

my

ST.

FRANCIS MISSION SCHOOL.

ST. FRANCIS MISSION,
Rosebud Agency, 8. Dak., August 26, 1892.
fourth annual report of St. Francis Mission boarding

school.

The work

and the industrial branches has been carried on with good
Periodical examinations and occasional entertainments given by the pupils on legal
the
that the Sisters in charge are experts in the field of eduwould
to
observer
holidays
prove
cation and teaching, and gave evidence of their self-sacrificing and untiring patience and devotedness. Parents of the pupils being allowed to be present at such entertainments, though
they could not understand the English, were proud of their children's progress and felt encouraged to send and to keep them at school. Whilst in the first yoars of the school the running
away of pupils was a great drawback to their steady progress, and parents would not allow to
punish an unruly boy, they now in this regard have decidedly changed for the better. By and
by we will be able to grasp them tighter, which in the beginning we could not have done without alienating their minds and losing their confidence.
in both the schoolrooms

results.

To enforce the speaking of English among themselves a little bell was introduced, calling
those that had spoken Sioux out of their plays to the schoolroom for English exercises. The
effect was a marked one.
Some of the girls who showed inclination and talent for music were given lessons on the harmonium, more so as a reward for their faithfulness in the discharge of their duties than to
make artists out of them. They were able at the close of the year to accompany some patriotic and other songs sung by the choir.
Our main endeavor it is to teach and have them practice all required for housekeeping, as stated
in my last report. The boys, besides helping on the farm under the supervision of an expert
teacher, have a piece of land set apart for themselves alone, with the promise that all they will
raise on it would be their own or their parents'. Thus their interest to work was encouraged.
A large water tank, holding nearly 2,000 barrels and fed by a windmill, has been erected this
spring and supplies school and surrounding Indians with plenty and very good water. I did
not, however, succeed, as I had intended, to build a new play hall and dormitory for the boys.
The many and late snowstorms the last having been May 20 prevented us from getting the
necessary material to the place in time. The excellent health of our boys all these last years
proves, however, that the present apartment is in good sanitary condition and will do full justice to the purpose until, by next spring, the new building will be ready for use.
good

Very respectfully,
P. F.
J.

DiGMANN,

S. J.

GEO. WRIGHT,
U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT ROSEBUD AGENCY.
ST. FRANCIS MISSION,
Rosebud Agency, S. Dak., September 23, 1892.
to our missionary work I may say that for this past year it has been a successful one. From July 1, 1891, to June 30, 1892, 1 recorded 199 baptisms. 84 of which were of
for
adults, and 25 Christian marriages. These numbers show that the interest of these Indians
" It
seems
religion is on the increase. An officer of the Army made last year the remark to me
to be easier to make this people Christian than to make them self-supporting." My view of the
question for the past six years I am among these Indians ever has been that true Christianity
never will take solid root in them unless we succeed in getting them used to judicious work.
Basing on this principle it has been our constant effort to encourage them to work by word and

SIR

:

With regard

:

example and aid.
The first Catholic congress

of Sioux at Standing

Rock Agency

in July, 1891, gave start to a

new life among these Indians. About 20 that had gone from here to witness the proceedings
carried home the most wholesome impressions. Seeing how the Dakotas of the North had
broken with their old heathen habits and were thrifty and happy, they came to the conclusion
that they could do the same.
Those of the same disposition formed an association, callel St. Joseph's Society, intended to
replace their old Indian league with its war dances and other childish entertainments. In their
meetings they encourage one another to do away with their old habits and to follow the white
man's ways, Tbe women on their part formed also an association, called St. Mary's Society.
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in the beginning, the fruits of these societies are remarkable. Their members oblige
themselves to dress like white men, to take good care of their families, not to admit the medicine men to the sick, and to help one another. The non-progressive Indians are now faced and
opposed by a party in their own midst, which I hope will steadily grow, attract the sound elements, and by making public opinion draw the rest.
Here I wish to express my thanks to you, dear sir, for your ready assistance. It ever has
been my conviction that the harmony existing between the agent, his officials, and the missionaries, can have but one final result success.
If I had to express a wish it would be only this one, that our Indians, at least those who are
longing for it, would get soon their land in severally and the necessary equipment to start their
farms in places they may select. This will break up more effectually camp life, this great obstacle of a steady progress.

Though yet

Very respectfully,
J.

P. FLOB. DIGMANN, S.

J.

GEO WRIGHT,
U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF SISSETON AGENCY.
SISSETON AGENCY, S. DAK., September 26,1892.
In compliance with instructions I have the honor to submit my annual
report of affairs at this agency.
Arriving here about May 1, we began listing the public property, and, much
SIR

:

being old, worn put, and scattered, one month was taken up in completing
the invoice, after which, on June 1, 1892, I assumed charge of the agency, and
having only had control thirty days at the end of the fiscal year, I must confine my report principally to statistics up to June 30, and will have to run into
the present year for observation and experience.
The Reservation and Indians. The Sisseton and Wahpetons no longer hold their
land in common, having taken allotments in severally, and on April 15 of the
present year this reservation was thrown open for settlement under the homestead law, and to-day the houses of white settlers dot the prairie in every direction, while a number of towns have sprung into existence, and the red and the
white men will hereafter harvest their crops and herd their stock side by side, and
when, as the wheels of progress roll on and churches and schoolhouses take the
place of the old time dance houses which last are already unpopular among
these honest people it will b3 forgotton they were once classed with savages.
It is true that on occasions like the Fourth of July a few of the older and middle
aged Indians like to celebrate, and no other amusement for them is encouraged
by their white neighbors who flock here by the hundreds to witness the strange
custom. The grass dance is indulged in a-> it was this year not far from the
agency grounds, but aside from the quiet, weird manner of the dance, peace and
harmony prevailed throughout. I would recommend that in the future the Department invest a few hundred dollars on our National holiday for fireworks and
a big dinner omitting the old custom and show these people that the Government
appreciates their loyalty in celebrating the National birthday.
In this connection I desire to say that there is with the introduction of whites
on this reservation, yet a worse enemy to the red man than the dance. It is alcohol. Its evil effects were manifest during the payment of two weeks ago. As
it likewise was at the beginning of the pending annuity payment, and not
haying
been granted a sufficient police force to meet and put down the evil, I was obliged
to call for volunteers who are doing their duty well and ought to be paid for it.
And I do not see why an agent should not have the same protection during a
payment this year that a special disbursing agent received last year.
Although not occurring in the fiscal year 1892, I cannot refrain from making
honorable mention of the death August 26, 1892, of the noted chief, Gabriel
Renville, who was leader of the friendly Indians at the time of the outbreak in
1862, and whose loss will be felt greatly both by the Sissetons and white people.
Census.
The census taken for 1892 shows
of it

,

,

Indians and mixed bloods

Females
Males
Males above 21 years
Females above 21 years
Children bet we n 6 and 16 years
Children under 6 years of age
Births during fiscal year
Deaths during fiscal year.

1,

__

of

age
1

831
919
912
403
406
505
331
73
75
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The agency proper consists of 130 acres of land, one warehouse (in
the agent's and clerk's offices), 8 residences (occupied respectively by
agent, physician, carpenter, clerk, interpreter, blacksmith, wheelwright, and
teamster), 1 blacksmith shop, 1 carpenter shop, 1 old grist mill, and 1 barn and
sheds. The buildings occupied can, with a few hundred dollars' expense, be
made comfortable for the winter. The mill I have recommended to be condemned and sold, being of no use here.
The school building is an elaborate, well- ventilated structure, heated by steam,
with capacity to accommodate 125 pupils, beautifully located and well furnished
witli good spring water conducted by hydraulic pressure through pipes from a distance of nearly 100 yards at an elevation of about 60 feet. The other improvements consist of a laundry and bakery, a boys' lodging house in which is located
the industrial rooms for harness and shoe making and woodwork lessons.
frame dwelling, a small carpenter shop, a spring house, and a good bank
barn, in addition to those named above comprise all of the buildings.
The school grounds consist of 320 acres, mostly fenced 35 acres under cultivation and balance used for pasture. The meadow land 160 acres in addition
to the above is situated about 6 miles east of the school, making in all 610 acres
Buildings.

which

is

A

of land.
School work.

The

and progress of the school under the efficient
Shelland with his splendid corps of teachers is manifest,
and with a continuance of his services I predict success. And it is regretted
here that part of his best help have been called to another field of Indian educational work. I allude to the Misses Patterson.
On my first visit to the school it seemed strange to me that cultured ladies,
coming here from pleasant homes to educate and refine these forest waifs, should
be assigned to rooms with bare floors, when a few dollars spent for carpets by
our flourishing Government would not only add to their comfort but wcKild
throw aglow of brightness around the halls of this new home for the boys and
girls, and encourage their search for knowledge and civilization.
The contract school, conducted by the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, is at
Goodwill, near the Government school, 2 miles from the agency, and accommodates about 125 pupils. It is an industrial school, and has done good work under
the able direction of W. B. Robe.
Attendance and enrollment for fiscal year 1892 is as follows

management

discipline

of Dr.

:
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immoral tendencies are having- a good and whole-

effect.

Farming. Many of the Indians are engaged in farming and stock-raising-, and
there is much complaint by them that they do not receive the interest due them.
A large portion do not farm much, and I do not see how they will get through
the winter without further help.
In taking charge of this agency I had only slight misgivings as to my fitness
for the place, but a few months' experience has convinced me that to make a good
agent of the Sissetons, while they are citizens here and Indians at Washington,
one must ba possessed of an abundance of the following commodities law, charcombined with a willingness to
ity, fairness, endurance, pati3nce, andfortitude,
abandon personal interests and neglect of family in the untiring endeavor to
protect his Indian wards; and while I may have a fair share of the above qualithe kindties, I have deemed it best to tender my resignation, which, through
ness of the Department and President, has been accepted, and on completion of
the annuity payment now pending, I will retire from the service, giving over
the agency as directed to Special Agent George P. Litchfield, whom I regard in
every sense a good man and one who knows how to protect the rights of the In:

dians.

Very

respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. T.

HlNDMAN,

U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SISSETON SCHOOL.
SISSETON INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL,

S.

DAK., July

5,

1892.

SIB: In accordance with the instructions of the Department, I respectfully submit my first
report. As I have been here only a part of the year, the report covers only what I have data
for the last quarter ending June 30, 1892.
It is, however, a matter of history that the opening of the term, in September, 1891, found the
Sisseton Sioux greatly demoralized, their minds excited with the new condition of things, and
their heads completely turned with so much money. This school, then under the care of the
thoroughly educated and experienced Prof. Wood, opened with 7 pupils. Every scholar
had to be brought in by the school team at a large outlay of time and coaxing. But a hard
winter, with returning poverty, came to the aid of the school. It gradually developed into
more respectable proportions. The last quarter had a total enrollment of 90, with an average
attendance of 71. There has also been a marked improvement in the discipline of the school.
Much of my time has been spent in removing causes of dissatisfaction and restoring an era
of good feeling, especially between the school and the parents of the pupils, and I am happy in
a degree of success so much larger than anyone then dared to think possible.
Under the regular administering of remedies prescribed by the agency physician illness has
departed.
The pupils have increased not only in numbers but also in obedience and a general manifestation of cheerfulness. The teachers have worked with great fidelity and success. The
" I love them and
give myself for them," has proved master of the situation.
spirit which says,
His love has softened tones, made hands more gentle, hearts more tender, and work of every
kind more faithful. During the last quarter the school has experienced quite a religious
awakening, from which several of the mission churches have received accessions.
Though called here so unexpectedly, both to myself and to the faculty of the school, all but
one of the employes have remained, and have given that tireless effort without which no success
is possible. I have to return thanks to the agent and to the honorable Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, for kindly retaining in the service several ladies and gentlemen without whose skill and
experience no such degree of success would have been possible.
The future of an industrial school for a rapidly waning tribe must be either abandoned
buildings, or such increased worthiness of the school, with increased numbers of pupils through
transfer from other reservations, as shall make success practicable. A comparatively small
sum would make this property available for a training school. The location is good. The
larger part of these employes are worthy of such a relation.

Very respectfully,
J. C.

SHELLAND,
Superintendent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OP YANKTON AGENCY.
YANKTON AGENCY,

S.

DAK., August

25, 1892.

SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian Department and your
instructions, the thirty-third annual report of the affairs of this agency is respectfully submitted. Accompanying the same will be found the usual statistical
'tables and census of the tribe, also certain other tabular statements that may
be of interest.
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This agency was established in the year 1859, since which time fifteen
History.
different persons nave administered its affairs. During some of these administrations good progress was made toward the civilization of these Indians, whilst
during others there has undoubtedly been a standstill if not an actual retrograde. During the whole time, however, there has been a marked change in the
habits, appearance, and in the character of these people. This change is almost
imperceptible to those who are constantly in their company, but it can not he
considered otherwise than remarkable to thosa who deliberate on the alterations
brought about in th3 habits of a people in one generation.
The Dakota Indians were regarded by early explorers as the most savage and
warlike of the aboriginal races. They lived almost exclusively by hunting
buffalo, and roamed about on their vast domain without check or license. None
had the temerity to encroach on their mighty dominion. They performed the
most horrid rit.s and barbarous practices on themselves so that they might obtain that endurance and prowess so necessary to the life of a hunter and warrior.
The arts of peace even of the rudest sort were scarcely known to them one generation ago. They were so superstitious that every thunder cloud was a winged

demon whose anger must be appeased, and every storm

of wind an avenging
which must be placated. Unusual droughts, the absence of buffalo, etc.,
were caused by the anger of some supernatural power that required the strongest
efforts of the most formidable medicine men to propitiate. Their only religious
observances were to perform the debauching rites of the medicine feast or the

spirit

The only mental
horrid sun dance or other similar hideous performances.
training was the rude oratory at their councils and the restraining influences of
their chiefs and head men.
So far as the Yankton branch of the Dakota family is concerned there has
been a great change in their habits since the treaty of 1858. They are now
tractable, peaceful, and yielding. None of them have weapons to hunt with and
there seems to be no ambition to engage in any kind of warfare. They remain
quietly on their reservation, seldom going away except to visit relations at the
other Sioux agencies or to attend the annual church gatherings that have been
instituted by the missionaries. They are a social people and delight in attend"
ing "feasts
given by some relative or some person who invites them to execute a job of work. The most of these people have a plowed field of some size
where they raise corn and garden vegetables. and some of them have very nice
farms. Their greatest fault is indolence, and greatest weakness an inability to
appreciate the value of time. The majority of them are members of one or the
other of the religious societies, and the old superstitious notions are rapidly
being dissipated.

The population
number of families _

Population, etc.

Total

Males

of

the Yankton tribe

is

as follows

558

:

18 years old and upwards ..
6 to 17 years, inclusive
Under 6 years

Females

there are

555
215
144

_ .

_

Total population

whom

466
203
132

-

:

18 years old and upwards. _
6 to 17 years, inclusive
Under 6 years

Of

:

.

1,

715

:

Mixed bloods

464
1,265

_.

Full bloods
School enrollment

Reservation boarding school
St. Paul's mission boarding school
Presbyterian mission day school-.
Attending non-reservation schools

147
45
22
116

,.

Total _
School attendants over 18 years
Of school age not enrolled
A large percentage of the last are diseased, blind, etc.

__

330
26
114
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Ciianges.

Population of 1891 ............ --------------- .......... ---- ...... 1,716
58
Gains by births (males 31, females 27) _________ .- ............. ---12
Gains by return to tribe ___________ ....... ------- ---------------62
Loses by deaths (male 33, females 29) ---------------- ........ ----9
Loses by removals from tribe _________ ...... --------- ....... ----population there are absent at school ---- . -----------

116

ments and their followers. _ .......... ----- . --------Present on reservation ...... . ............ ---------- ....... ------ 1,561
Total ........... - .............. . ............... ---------- -- 1,715
All the members of this tribe have received tteir allotments of
Allotments.
land in severalty. Ths number of allotments are as follows:
Acres.

Under
Under

act of 1887 (1,484 allotments) ......................... ____ 166,040
act of 1891 (1,128 allotments). ..... _________ ...... . ....... 96,762
Unallotted land on reservation .......... _____ ......... . ..... .. 167,603

Total acreage of reservation

About one- half
ize

of the allotments

made under act

430,405
of 1891 are additions to equal-

former allotments.

More than three-fourths of the Indian families now reside on their allotments.
They are gradually making farms; the old habit of working in bands is giving
way to the more thrifty plan of each man working his own farm. There is,
however, a sad deficiency in farm tools among them and in working stock, which
compels some of them to double up when- plowing or harvesting.
The most intelligent among the Indians have some dread of the day when the
unallotted parts of the reserve shall be opened to white settlers. The Yanktons have always regarded their tribe as the main or primal stem of the Dakota
Indians and they look upon the proposition to part with their reserve as a move
toward the extinction of the race, which alarms them.
Farming. Within the lastfe w years there has been a noticeable increase in the interest attending farming operations among these Ind ians and close observers state
that this interest is still more apparent this year than ever before. The excellent crops of wheat and other grains raised by them last year and the remunerative prices paid for their products in the neighboring towns is undoubtedly one
of the principal causes of the increased interest displayed this year; but there
are other causes, such as the reduction of the ration issued which compels them
to work in order to live. The allotting of lands in severalty, the opening up of
small individual farms all over the reservation, and the building of houses on
these farms, start the idea of home, a word and idea unknown in their old camp
life; but in my opinion the real cause of the increased interest in farming industries results largely from the employment of competent and trustworthy men to
,

1

superintend and direct farming operations among them. Such men when engaged as "additional farmers" not only prevail upon the Indians to work, but
by the exercise of a little tact, induce them while in their councils to drop the
discussion of political questions and to discontinue their perpetual fault-findings
against the Government and to engage in the discussion of farm topics.
The crop for this year is not as good as 1891. which was exceptionally good,
whilst small grains have done fairly well; corn, owing to droughty weather; is a
partial failure.

The following

is

an estimate of this year's crop:

474
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In additional to the foregoing there has been new breaking- of prairie sod 561
main part of which was planted to corn; but on account of the drought
the crop is a failure.
The Indians last year purchased ten twine-binders and as many mowers; this
year they have purchased ten additional twine-binders and several new mowers
and horse-rakes. I do not think it will be necessary for the Government to purchase any more farm machinery for these Indians, for they have demonstrated to
themselves that they can supply themselves with articles of this character.
Mr. Lance, the agency farmer, with his corps of additional farmers is entitled
acres, the

much credit for faithful service.
Shops and shopwork. Ever since the establishment ol this agency it has been
the policy of the Indian Office to keep several Indians employed at the mill and
shops as apprentices or employes under a competent superintendent; to supply
the shops with all necessary material, and to have the work done for the Indians free of any%xpense. In this way there have been maintained blacksmith,
tin, shoe and harness, and carpenter and wagon repair shops, also a flour and
to

sawmill. Some years ago the steam boiler broke down, and since then the
mills have not been operated.
In consequence of this free-of-cost business, the shops have been overrun with
work of all kinds; all sorts of old wagons, implements, etc., which the Indians
are induced to buy of white people, every imaginary sort of a household article
or farm tool, has been brought to the shops for repair.
Additional to the repair work, the following is a partial list of new articles
manufactured at the shops during the last fiscal year and issued to Indians:

Hayracks
Wagon b jxes. _
Harrows
Tables

Doors and frames

Wagon

seats

Corn markers
Coffins..

.

_ _
.

99
44

Camp

3
8
80
19
4
67

Tin pans
Tin cups

kettles

Coffeepots

Stovepipe joints

Tin pails
Iron chimneys

_._

68
183
345
103
676
56
82

In accordance with your suggestion last spring a price was set upon shopwork
some kinds, with a view to obtain from the parties mainly benefited by the
work a sufficient sum to cover the cost of the material used. The Indians at
first objected strongly to the innovation but now seem reconciled to the change,
and I think the most of them approve of it.
The n3w building for shops which was authorized late in the season has recently been completed and will be occupied in a few days.
Mr. Tyler, who has superintended the shops for the past two years, is entitled
to much credit for the faithful and untiring energy he has manifested as well
as the uniform courtesy with which he treats the Indians even under provocaof

tion.
Schools

and school buildings. The schools on this reserve consist of the GovernSI. Paul's mission boarding schools and the Presbyterian mission day

ment and
school.

At the Government school children of boLh sexes are admitted, but the sexes
are kept apart, so that they are almost as distinct as if in separate schools.
Tnis school has been in operation for about ten years. It was enlarged and improved two years ago, so that there is now a capacity for 130 pupils. There
were enrolled in this school during the past year 76 males, 71 females. The
average attendance during the year was 103. The cost to the Government for
maintaining this school, including salaries, repairs on buildings, and expenditure on school farm, du'-ing the year was $19,366.98, equal to $188 per pupil.
Mr. Matson, who has been the superintendent for the past two years, having
been transferred to another school, Mr. Wood, the new superintendent, has just
entered upon the duties of his office.
The St. Paul's mission school is an institution established here many years
ago it was built and is maintained by the Protestant Episcopal Church Missionary Society. It receives boys only. The society has expended a large sum of
money at this agency to establish its missions and schools. The location of its
This
buildings is well chosen, and the houses are substantial and durable.
society seems to work on the plan of making a cheerful home for their inmates,
and in this they are eminently successful at this agency. Mrs. Johnston, who
has had the managemnt of St. Paul's school for some years, possesses every
requsite to enable her to train up these Indian boys to a useful manhood. The
;
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average attendance at St. Paul's during the past year has been about 37 boys.
The only expense to the Government is the ration issue which amounted to
$969.75 during- the past year, or about $26 per pupil.
The Presbyterian Mission Society also established day schools on this reserve
many years ago. They have all been absorbed into the boarding- schools, with
the exception of one day school which is kapt at the agency. Most of the pupils
of this school are those who from misfortune or disease can not be admitted into
boarding schools. The work of this school is excellent in character, and it deserves to be encouraged, Miss Abbie L. Miller has had charge of it for some
years attendance during the past year 12 to 18; This school is no expense to the
(Government.
Reports from these school superintendents will be found added to this report.
Nonreservation schools. There are now so many Indian schools instituted or supported by the Government that considerable difficulty is encountered in properly
Every year there is a strife on the part of the nonreservation govfilling them.
ernment and contract schools to secure pupils at the agencies. This is demoralizing to the reservation schools, whose best pupils are induced to go away as soon
as they have become useful to the school. Some of these nonreservation schools,
in order to fill up, will accept the transfer of grown people who ought to be earning
their own living. I have seen them take young men of 28 to 30 years and young
men who have graduated at prominent Eastern schools will be accepted in other
;

schools as pupils.
I will add in this connection that I have succeeded this season in inducing
several young men to go into the white settlement and work on farms. If they
prove to be successful and satisfy their employers as farm laborers I believe that
it will be better for the young "men than enlisting in the Army or attending
schools.
Missions and missionaries.
The Protestant Episcopal and the Presbyterian
churches established missions at this agency at an early day, and have not only
maintained them, but have gradually increased their influence and fields of labor
until now each of these societies has three churches on the reservation, all of
which are well attended. The breaking up of the old village system by the
erection of comfortable houses on their individual allotments may have a tendency to decrease the size of worshiping congregations at the agency churches,
but at the same time it breaks up the crowds that formerly met to dance and
practice their old heathen rights.
For many years Rev. Joseph W. Cook has had charge of the Episcopal missions and Rev. John P. Williamson that of the Presbyterians. For the past
year Mr. Williamson has been engaged at Pine Ridge, leaving his home mission
in charge of Miss A. L. Miller and Miss Agnes Pond, assisted by Rev. Henry
Selwyn and other native missionaries, under whose efficient management the
good work has made excellent progress. Mr. Cook, who has devoted the better
part of his life to the diffusion of religion and charity among these people and
in endeavors to prevail upon them to adopt the habits of civilized
people, is still
here working without cessation. Attention is invited to their reports appended

hereto.
Indian houses.
During the year there were built for the Indians on their allotments 35 new houses. Eight of these were frames 12 by 18 feet, 27 of them frames
14 by 16 feat. There were also 64 log houses repaired. Many of them were
supplied with new roofs and floors and windows and doors. Most of this work was
done by white carpenters, although several Indian mechanics were employed to
assist.
The total numb3r of Indian dwelling houses on this reserve is as follows
:

Frame houses with shingle roofs, floors, windows, doors,
Log houses with same
Log houses with decent floors, but with dirt roofs. ._
Log houses with dirt floors and dirt roofs (huts)
Government buildings occupied by Indian families

Number

of families

other families

who

live in lodges or
_

who
.

etc
__

74
143
48
181
4

are quartered with
49

Huts with dirt floors or dirt roofs, heated with stoves and having no chimneys-, make wretched dwelling places for man or beast, more especially for people having scrofulous or consumptive tendencies, for the abundance of filth
makes rich pasturagre for the germs of these diseases. Formerly when they
dwelled in tents they moved them so often that no fifth could accumulate. Is it
surprising that an Indian "can not stand civilization" when he leaves his wellventilated tent to live in a tightly sealed log
hut, amidst squalor and filth ?
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The court of Indian offenses continued to operate as the best medium for settlingprivate difficulties between Indians and as a moral influence to prevent the commission of crime. I find its influence extends to all classes. The decisions are
uniformly fair and equitable, and the adjustment of cases involving- damage to
growing- crops are always tho.oughly investigated.
The police allowed at this agency are officer and 7 privates. Their duties require them not merely to preserve order and apprehend runaway school children,
but they do a great deal of work abo it the agency and the reserve, repairing
bridges, roads, etc.
Kations.
The issue of subsistenpe at this agency amounts to about 20 per cent
of the amount required to support a workingman the remainder of food required must be obtained by themselves, either by labor on their farms or earnsmall percentage of their
ings in freighting and other civilized pursuits.
living is obtained by root-gathering, etc., while quite a number of the old and
infirm are compelled to beg of the employes and of their white neighbors in the
settlements. The distribution of the ration was formerly equal to all the members of the tribe it was recently changed so as to give to the old and infirm a
double quantity, and when winter comes again it is probable that the old people
will get even a larger share than now, so as to prevent actual want and a repetition of the distress that occurred two years ago.
The buildings at agency are in fairly good condition. Dwellings for employes
are decent and comfortable, although not very commodious. The chalk-rock
dwelling for farmer and warehouse at Lake Andes are now completed, and when
a blacksmith shop is opened there it will add very much to the convenience of
those who reside in that vicinity. The new shop recently completed at the
new ice house
agency is well adapted for the mechanical work done here.
was built last fall with a capacity to store 300 to 400 tons of ice. The warehouse
needs some repairs. The issue house, which was built some years ago of chalk
rock, is an excellent building, but unfortunately it was built on a weak and badly
laid foundation of surface bowlders, which have settled and caused the chalkrock walls to crack open in several places: iron rods have been placed to
strengthen the walls, and it is now thought to be safe. All other buildings have
been kept in fairly deceit condition. A few small and inexpensive dwellings
are needed, however, for the accommodation of Indian employes and their famAn artesian well is needed here also, not only to supply water for ordiilies.
nary household purposes, "but to furnish a protection against fire for the school
and agency buildings, and to supply a power to run the flour mill, turning lathes
and other machinery. The engine and much other machinery belonging to the
old mill ought to be removed from here or sold, for steam can not any longer be
1

:

A

;

A

economically used as a motive pOA er.
Army enlistments. In July, 1891, Lieut. Samuel Seay, of the Twenty-first Infantry, stationed at Fort Randall, came here with authority to recruit a company
of Indian soldiers. He secured from this agency 23 enlistments, which, with
the 14 others from Lower Brule, has nearly filled his quota. These recruits,
under the firm but kindly discipline enforced by Mr. Seay, have changed mater

The change is specially noticeable in their demeanor and improved physical appearance. They are said to make good garrison soldiers and no doubt will in time make excellent soldiers for all purposes,
if they are fortunate enough to be under the command of officers possessing the
same ardor and sense of justice as signalizes their present commander.
There are three license! traders on this reservation; two of them are
Trading.
mixed bloods of the tribe and the other a white trader. None of the stores have
rially since their enlistment.

been kept very well supplied during the past season, so nearly all the trading
has gone to the surrounding towns off the reservation. In my opinion it is unnecessary to exact a license for trading on this reservation. This restriction, I
believe, could be advantageously removed.
Brass band. The employes of the agency and shops organized a brass band last
The music is
winter, and by patient practice have become quite proficient.
listened to with close attention by all the Indians, who will abandon their most
exciting dances to get close to the band wagon.
There seems to be no abatement in the ravages of consumption and
Sanitary.
its kindred malady, scrofula, among these people. Children apparently sound and
healthy take consumption, decline rapidly, and die soon. This fateful disease
gives a depressed, almost a gloomy feeling to the people, who often attribute it
to confinement at school, and when I point to their own badly ventilated, dirtcovered, and dirt-floored huts, lam always asked why I don't build them a good
house. Dr. May has worked arduously and faithfully among these people and is
entitled to a better compensation than he receives.
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Cash disbursements, etc. The following is a statement of cash disbursements at this
agency, and other expenditures made on account of the Yankton Indians:
1

<

Cash disbursements

:

$1,600.00

Agent's salary

Regular employes, agency and school
-----Whites

:

......... $12,598.84
9,687.36

Indians

22,286.20

Irregular employes, agency and school

Whiles-

:

2,391.05
694.30

.

Indians..

_..

-

3,085.35

Open market purchases
Whites
Indians.

:

3,974.58
3,629.72

,

7,604.30
832.48
24. 75
204. 85

Freighting (Indians) __
Balance of per capita on railroad rights of way (Indians)
---Traveling expenses
Total

-

35,637.93

-.

Other expenditures for the tribe (contract goods)

:

Subsistence stores for Indians, beef, etc
Annuity goods, clothing, etc
Miscellaneous articles, farm machinery, etc
Subsistence, maintenance, etc., Government school. _.
Subsistence for mission schools
Transportation Indian supplies (estimated

23,443.04
11,240.25
2, 846. 05
10,765.99
969. 75
2, 081. 20

.

)

Agents at Yankton Agency with their periods of service.

ComName.

A. H. Redfield
W. A. Burleigh
P. H. Conger
Capt. W. J. Broatch, U. S.
Capt. J. M. Goodhue, U. S.
S. D. Webster

Army.
Army.

John G. Gassman
John W. Douglass
R. S. Gardner, special agent
W. D. E. Andrus

W. M. Redpath
F.

S. T.

E.

Kinney
Leavey

W. Foster

of
service.

May,
May,

Holmes.

J.

mence-

ment

May,
Nov.

Jan.,
Apr.,
Apr.,

May,
Aug..
July,
Jan.,
Apr.,

tion of
service.

May,
May,
July,

May,

July,

Aug.
...

1861

Termina-

1870
1870
1872
1872
1878
1879
1879
1882
1884

Nov.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Apr.,

May,
Aug.,
July,

Aug.,
Jan.,
Apr.,

1861

1865
1869
1870
1870
1872
1872
1878
1879
1879
1882
1884
1889
1890
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to express my obligations to the employes of the agency for their faithful performance of duties.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully yours,

E.

W.

FOSTER,

U. S. Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT YANKTON AGENCY.
YANKTON AGENCY,
SIR: I hare the honor to submit the following report of medical
during the year beginning July 1, 1891, and ending June 30, 1892:

-<*

,

S.

DAK., August

work done

1,

1892.

at this agency
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The average daily attendance of pupils during the past year was 103, the number of boys and
girls being about equal. The teachers report good progress in the studies pursued. The matron of the boys' building states:
" We have much to
encourage us. Our boys have a bountiful supply of comfortable clothing,
and they enjoy their Sunday suits. They have made great improvement in table manners and
general deportment. They have quite outgrown their disinclination to assist in general work,
and now take kindly to whatever is required of them. We can also see a growing ambition to
rise above the old life, to learn trades, and engage in remunerative occupations. The time and
patience spent with them is not lost."
From the report of the matron in^the girls' home, I quote the following:
"This department is in a flourishing condition, being much better equipped than it was two
years ago. We now have a comfortably furnished building. We have plenty of clothing for
the girjs, which has been made by them under the supervision of the seamstress. In this they
have made rapid progress, girls of 12 ancl H years cutting and making their own dresses in a
very creditable manner. The girls are fond of sewing, and seem to take to it naturally. Particular attention has been given to all branches of industrial work, also to dre3s and manners,
in which there has been great improvement. Taking the work as a whole, the results have been
very gratifying."
From the report of the industrial teacher I take as follows
"The school farm contains 417 acres, of which 90 acres have been under cultivation during
the past season. The remaining 327 acres are used for pasturage. The crops grown consist of
corn, oats, potatoes, sugar beets, and garden vegetables. The lack of sufficient rainfall during
June and July was injurious.
"Situated near the school grounds is an orchard containing 350 apple trees. 400 mulberry
:

and dewberry bushes. The trees are young and
prospect of having fruit for the use of the school
very encouraging.
"The garden contains 3,000 cabbages. 100 hills of cucumbers, carrots, parsnips, turnips, beans,
peas, onions, sweet corn, asparagus, and pieplant. Belonging to the school are 6 horses, 13
trees, several hundred blackberry, raspberry,
thrifty; the shrubbery is doing finely, and the

in the near future

is

head of cattle, and 23 hogs.
"The labor on the farm has to be done mainly by the industrial teacher and his assistants,
as there are but few large boys in attendance at school."
Needs of the school. I recommend the erection of a new laundry, size 24 by 36, two stories high,
the upper story to be used as a drying-room. The present laundry is too small, and could be
advantageously used for either a boys' bathroom or an infirmary.
In the boys' building there is but one sitting room (20 feet square) for all of the boys. I think
the small boys should be provided with a separate play room.
A reading room for the school would be very beneficial.
I think the erection of a building to be used as a chapel and reading room, as suggested by
yoxi, desirable and what the necessities of the school demand.
A new tread power and two circular saws are required. The old frame is also worthless.
The erection of a poultry house, and the keeping of fowls would be in accordance with the
suggestions of the Indian Office, and where tried has been attended with practical results.
The keeping of swine has resulted in much destruction of crops, owing to the inability to
keep them within the wire inclosure. A good board fence around the hog yard and pasture is

an urgent necessity.
I recommend the purchase of a harvester. In conclusion I can say that 1 see where many improvements have been made during the past two years, and on every hand I find evidence^ of
your untiring efforts in building up the school. Trusting that you may be liberally aided by
needed appropriations, and assuring you of the hearty support of myself and the employe's under my charge, I am.
Very respectfully, yours,
E. D. WOOD.
Superintendent.

E.

W. FOSTER.
U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF

ST.

PAUL'S SCHOOL.

ST. PAUL'S SCHOOL, Yankton Agency, August W, 1882.
SIB The progress of St. Pauls School during the past year has been satisfactory. During
the first of the term there were some misunderstandings in regard to boys being taken to outside schools without the knowledge of the principal while enrolled as pupils in this school.
However, after getting fully organized and in running order, the boys improved in their school
work. They were instriicted regularly in reading, spelling, writing, language, arithmetic, and
geography, the more advanced in United States history, grammar, composition, and physiology: and all were taught music. Their improvement in this branch was gratifying to their
teacher, who was competent and earnest in her work. English was exacted of the pupils on
the grounds and in the house.
There were two cases of discipline where I was obliged to ask the agent to have the boys put
in the guard house for one night. One ran away for the second time to enlist in the U. S.
Army, the other to attend an Indian dance. Offenses of this kind did not occur agaiu. We
have had no serious sickness. One boy, Daniel Whittlesey. 9 years old. came back last fall with
his knee injured by falling from a horse, which he was attempting to break to the use of saddle
and bridle. Dr. May, the agency physician, treated him. but the child has a frail constitution,
inheriting scrofula from his mother, and I fear is for that reason an incurable case. I had a
pair of nice light crutches made for him, which he soon learned to manage fairly well.
We had some runaways, but our agent was prompt in having them returned. I am indebted
for this and other courtesies extended me in the work. The clothing issued to us for our boys
was very satisfactory
Boys assisted in,planting the crops, corn, oats, potatoes, and garden vegetables, but owing to
the heat and lack of rain. I fear a shortage in vegetables.
The boys returned to their homes June 27 for their vacation. The closing exercises or entertainment which is customary at the close of the school year was given June 25. Bishop Hare
spoke to the boys of the importance of acquiring a familiar use of English, etc. Col. Foster
also spoke words of encouragement to pupils and teachers. Refreshments were served to the
:

481

REPORTS OF AGENTS IN SOUTH DAKOTA.

parents and friends, and after the entertainment the Yankton agency band, assisted in our exAll enjoyed the good music they furnished.
Our agency has been nuich improved by the building of sidewalks, making it much more
comfortable to get to and from the schools and churches.
Respectfully,

ercises.

Principal
E.

St.

Paul's School.

W. FOSTER,
V. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY AT YANKTON AGENCY.
YANKTON AGENCY,

S.

DAK., August

12, 1802.

SIR: Please find below a record of the status of the missionary work of the Protestant Episcopal Church among- the Yanktoiis. It covers the twenty-third year of the work and the twenty-

second year of

my incumbency:
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IN UTAH.

and morality, then it will, contrary to their fears, bring to them a great blessing. If, on the
contrary, it shall lead the Indians to begging and poaching upon their neighbors and dependence upon others for siipport without effort, then it will be a curse to both parties. Could the
stimulation to self-support be continued longer the danger it would seem might be avoided.
Respectfully yours,
E.

JOSEPH W. COOK.

W. FOSTER,
U. S.

Indian Agent.

REPORT OF MISSIONARY AND SCHOOL TEACHER AT YANKTON AGENCY.
SIR: The Presbyterian day school is located at the agency. The expense of maintaining it
borne by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. The employ &s are: Teacher, 1. Number pupils who can be accommodated, 20; whole number who have been enrolled past year, 24.
The average attendance has been 12. Cost of maintaining school Salary of teacher, $300; all
other expenses, $100; total, $400. The greater number of our pupils are such as are, from reason of disease or other misfortunes, not admitted at the boarding schools.
The mission sustains 3 churches at the Yankton Reserve. They are largely supported by the
communicants themselves, and native ministers preach.
is

:

Statistics.

Missionaries employed

2
2
3

Naiive preachers
Church organizations and buildings

Communicants
Communicants received during the year

341

26

'.'.'.'.".

Christian marriages solemnized

12

Contributions received from
Indians

Board

$650
700

.'

of fuissions

1,350

Expended

:

Education
Religious purposes

450
900
1,350

Respectfully,

E.

W. FOSTER.
U. S.

A. L. MILLER,
Missio nary in charge.
Esq.,

Indian Agent.
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REPORT OP UINTAH AGENCY.
UINTAH AGENCY, August 16,
SIR:

As directed by you

submit this

my

in office circular of June 23 last, I
third annual report of affairs at this agency.

1892.

have the honor to

UINTAH AND OUR AY AGENCIES, CONSOLIDATED.
Condition.
The year has been one of unusual activity in all departments o
agency work, including schools, and I am gratified to be able to note a marked
advancement in the condition and disposition of the entire tribes under my
charge. I mean they are surely if slowly getting into closer touch with the
customs, laws, and methods of civilization. Especially are they beginning to

realize that civilization or eventual annihilation is the question that confronts
To this end I have steadily instructed them, and many of the more intelligent seem able to grasp the subject and to urge it upon their fellows. But

them.

the longer I

am

with them the more thoroughly

am

I

convinced that sudden

strides over the deep chasm that separates them from the higher nineteenth cen" Here a little and there a
little" will
tury civilization is not to be expected.
well apply to the Indian for some time to come.

" reservation school "
entirely agree with Dr. Dorchester that the universal
the true and economical method of elevating the masses of the Indians. In
their superstitious minds the returned and educated Indian of an Eastern school
"
"
is a
prodigy not to ba emulated but rather feared and put through the gauntlet of ostracism and ridicule.
I have found these Indians bitterly opposed to
sending their children off the reservation to any school. To any and all appeals
I

is
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of that kind they have the ready
to some distant school to die."

answer,

"

IN UTAH.

We don't want to

483
send our children

Many superstitions still cling to these Indians, but they are slowly overcoming them. No house-burning has occurred during the year, and few, if any,
friends.
ponies have been killed at the graves of
Uintah Agency is beautifully located on the table-land slope of UintahMountains,
about 10 miles from the base, and is surrounded by tillable lands, abundantly
"
watered by the "ever-rushing mountain streams.
This reservation contains about 2,000,000 acres and comprises the entire watershed of the Uintah and Duchesne rivers. It was set apart for the perpetual use
of the Utes by President Lincoln in an executive order October 3, 1861, and subsequently by four several acts of Congress, the latest of which dates May 24,
1888, and is occupied by two tribes, the Uintah and the White River Utes.
Population by "tribes
:
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annual cash per capita payment is made to these tribes from the interest
funds held in trust by the Government. This amounted this year to $1.'U>3
for Uintahs and $8.62 for White Rivers, $3,500 being- deducted from the White
River annuity to pay what is known as the Meeker pension.
Agency dwellings. The agency dwellings are a rather rude type of lumber
house, weather-boarded perpendicularly, with rough lumber, no battens, and
only whitewashed the plaster, also, being of the rudest sort. I have in the
past year repaired the plastering on all, and added new drested siding to the
physician's dwelling and squai ed up, lathed, and plastered the two rooms, making it fairly presentable and quite comfortable. The agent's house should be
sided up with lapsiding, and painted. I have also made additions to the dwellings of the farmer, engineer, and issue clerk, making them very good and neat.
Since the finishing of the new school buildings, the old one (made habitable by
considerable work) has teen occupied partly as a dwelling by the blacksmith
and carpenter, and partly as a storage-room for goods and supplies.
Improvements. During the last fiscal year I have added to the great improvements noted in the last year's report, a fine gristmill, 30 by 40 feet, and 20 feot
eaves; all the lumber, flooring, and shingles being dressed by our agency machinery. This adds greatly to the appearance of the agency, and will be of untold benefit to the Indians.
The two handsome schoolhouses. with outbuildings, so finely situated 60 rods
north of the agency dwellings, also mainly completed within the last year, and
inclosed by a five-wire fence, acid much to the general appearance. One new
bridge, 30 feet span, and two others completely overhauled, also belong to the
year's work.
The greatest step in advance in agriculture was the purchase and distribution
of some 1,200 fruit trees, and as much small fruit, which were carefully set out
on both reservations by the farmers, who report all of 90 per cent living and doing well. As a civilizing agent no one thing can excel tree culture.
Several Indian dwellings have been built. My plan is to require the Indian
to build and chink a log house, then my carpenter adds floor, roof, windows, and
doors. The roof of dirt, being at once cheaper &nd more comfortable in this dry
climate, both winter and summer, is the one in general use.
Situated as is this reserve in the very heart of the great interIrrigation.
mountain plateau of this continent, its future in an agricultural sense, in common
with this entire area, depends entirely on the treatment and development of
irrigation. Happily the water for that purpose is in such great abundance and
the descent of ^ame so great that irrigation is comparatively simple yet some
ditching too costly for Indians to undertake ought to be done, because the best
lands of the reserve would thus become available for farming, and the important matter of allotments be furthered by the ambition of the Indian to secure
the most eligible locations. As remarked in my last year's report, it was the
almost universal opinion that the law of March 3, 1891. concerning ditches on
Government reservations applied to Indian reservations, and one company was
formed in Uintah County to take out a ditch from White Rock Creek ac?:oss
some 12 miles of Indian lands on to public lands beyond, which would have been
A deciof great benefit to the Indian lands as well as a profit to the county.
sion by the honorable Commissioner that the said law did not apply in that
manner put an end to the movement.
I would recommend that in cases like the above, where the water is shown to
be abundant, that a special permit be granted by the honorable Secretary of the
Interior, to the end that the Indians gain the benefit of these fine lands, and the
example of progress be thus set them.
Next in importance to irrigation comes the matter of grazing,. This
Grazing.
reserve may be said to constitute one vast range, and these Indians have many
cattle and horses, but not enough to consume the grasses.
Hence these fine grazing districts become the coveted prizes of numerous sheep and cattle owners
and to prevent trespassing, end to collect proper fines from those who do, has
been a matter of no small importance in the management of the reserve.
Within the last year I have been authorized to and have made definite arrangements to rent some 675,840 acres of surplus grazing lands on the western
end of this reserve. Having been duly advertised, the bids were opened on June
22 last; but it was decided by the honorable Commissioner that the bids were
all too low, whereupon I was directed to solicit informal bids by correspondence,
which I proceeded to do. Although the bids have b:en materially raised, none
has as yet been accepted, hence the renting is yet incomplete
The liquor traffic still continues to baffle the best efforts of police, United States
of

;

;

;

-
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marshals, and courts, alike. At my special request United States Marshal E.
H. Parsons detailed two deputies, in addition to local deputy U. M. Curtis, to
look after the whisky sellers on this reserve and vicinity, with the excellent
help of my agency police. Many arrests were made, some for selling- liquor to
the Indians and others for having it on the reserve but owing to the great cost
and difficultj of getting Indians to court, distant 150 miles, and the indifference
of courts in the matter and the disposition to discredit Indian testimony, it has
to be said that the penalties, when conviction was obtained, were shamefully inadequate. * Yet the liquor-selling community are convinced that they can ndt
carry on their nefarious traffic with impunity. For definite figures see statistics.
Crimes among the Indians have been almost unknown during the past year.
Some quarrels and difficulties, usually the rasult of liquor, have been uniformly
settled by three arbitrators appointed by the agent their decision is usually so
This is the course I am taking to teach
fair and just as to n:ed no alteration.
them some of the principles of self-government and to prepare them for the
" courts of Indian offenses."
higher step of
Police.
My police have done their duty faithfully daring the past year.
No allotments of lands in severalty have yet been made on this resAllotments.
ervation, although much talked of by the more progressive. I am of the opinion
that this important matter deserves close attention by the Department, and
should be made the subject of careful inquiry by all inspectors. My own view
is that the matter of making more extensive ditches will have much to do in inducing Indians to seek allotments. The rearing of fruit trees and small fruits is
At no distant future these
also a good incentive to seeking a parmanent home.
Indians will remember with gratitude the day when they were induced to cultivate orchards.
There a"e
I noto a decided improvement in all industrial lines.
Industries.
fewer positively idle Indians. No sooner do they hear of any authorized work
than more Indians offer their services than can be hired. Indiana haul all
agency freight (with slight exceptions in very bad weather), accompanied by a
white person to transact the business. For this service they receive $2 per hundred weight.
As a missionary field these agencies still remain unoccupied. I had
Missions.
a letter of inquiry from the Rev. Theo. Hartwig, of the missionary board of the
Lutheran Synod of Wisconsin, proposing to make a tour of inspection, preliminary to establishing a mission here, to which I replied favorably. I received a
card stating that my letter would be laid before their board at its next meeting.
I am hopeful that some favorable action will come of it, and that this long-neglected field will be supplied. The want is seriously felt by the fifteen or more
employes and their families, who are members of orthodox churches, and who
have faithfully maintained a Sabbath school under the careful leadership of
Superintendent Binford.
;

r

;

UNCOMPAHGRE UTES.
The Uncompahgre Utes are one of the " Confederated bands of Utes," separUtah by a commission acting under authority of an act of
Congress in 1881, having formerly owned and occupied lands lying immediately
east of them in the State of Colorado, where they still claim some reserved
rights, mainly that of taking up lands there under United States law, same as
ated and located in

other citizens, and also the right to hunt on parts of their form ^r domain. This
latter is still an open question, and its exercise leads to considerable friction
with the local authorities of the adjoining counties and no little annoyance to
the agent and employes, who are yearly called upon to return absent Indians and
practically to guard a frontier line of about 100 miles in length, with hungry Indians on one side and tens of thousands of deer just on the other, a feat which
implies a subserviency to orders and regulations on the part of the Indian seldom attained by white men.
Situation.
This reservation lies nearly east of and joins the Uintah. It contains 2,000,000 acres, about two-thirds lying on the east side of the Green River.
A considerable amount of farm lands (enough for all the Indians) lies along the
Lower Duchesne River, but little of which has yet been brought under irrigation, owing to the expense it would involve, mora than can be done without ex-

Government aid.
The portion lying east of the Green River is little more than a hopeless desart
over which the Indian might roam and tend his few flocks and hunt for all time
tra

and his condition never be improved.

This fact alone

is

slowly but surely sepa-
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rating these Indians into progressive and nonprogressive bands those on the
west learning to farm, to plant fruit trees, to haul freight, in fact, to do all
kinds of work, and to favor schools those on the east to oppose all these.
The agency buildings, situated on a gravelly beach at the junction of the Duchesne
and Green Rivers, were chiefly built by the military when this was Fort Thornburg. They are log and stockade, with no value attached in fact valueless, with
the exception of the 'agent's dwelling, which is good, and another used for an
There is no tillable land within 2 miles. Some hay
office, which is only fair.
for agency use is cut on a piece of overflow bottom land in case it fails to overis
there
no
flow
hay.
School huildings.
Thanks to the energetic policy now prevailing at the Indian
there
are
now being erected near the junction of the Uintah and DuOffice,
chesne Rivers, on this reservation, three substantial brick buildings for school
purposes, the first that have ever been attempted for these Indians. Of course,
it remains to be seen how well this school will be sustained with children.
It
must be said to the credit of these Indians that, although having no schools nor
religious teachers, they are not behind their fellow Utes in the use of civilized
;

;

;

;

ways.

The future of these Indians depends so entirely upon the mattsr of
Irrigation.
irrigation that it is the one subject uppermost in the management of their affairs.
Especially is this so in regard to the school and I am now having a canal
surveyed (by authority) that will, when built, bring under water some 8,000 to
10,000 acres of good land, and that immediately adjoining the school buildings.
On this land I hope to settle the majority of the farming Indians at no distant
day. Other tracts equally good and in close proximity could be opened up at
comparatively small outlay, and this should be done as occasion requires.
Farming. Increased attention to this important branch is noticeable, and in
the few places where ditching is practicable at moderate expense, new farms are
opened up. On several of such I saw a few days ago the fruit trees set out last
spring, growing in fine order. Some fifteen or more farmers set out trees, 90
per cent of which are doing finely. From personal examination I am satisfied
that the estimates of grain raised are within the facts.
Allotments.
few of these Indians have requested to have their lands allotted
to them though any attempt at general allotment would encounter bitter opposition, especially on the part of those living east of the Green River. One
man, Red Moon, a subchief, living in the extreme southeast corner of the reserve, may be fairly denominated a "malcontent," often using threats of violence
toward his white neighbors, claiming much more territory than the well-ascertained boundaries will warrant, and is often very sullen and fault-finding at the
agency a regular reactionist, in fact.
Police.
The police of this agency are quite efficient, obeying- all orders promptly,
and are fairly enlightened and progressive men. No crimes are recorded on
this reservation this year. One case of disturbance between two brothers on account of some lands, owned jointly, was nearly leading to violence. Taking my
farmer, I met the two parties on the ground with Chief Chav-a-nau, and effected
a division and amicable settlement on just terms, since which time all has gone
well.
Herding. -By reference to tables it will be seen that these Indians have considerable stock interests, aggregating 6,550 horses, 2,700 sheep, 1,100 goats,
425 cattle, 150 domestic fowls. The cattle noted above are the product of former
issues, which have been well cared for.
The agency herd. I receipted to ex- Agent Byrnes on July 17, 1890, for 1,200 head
of cattle; 53 head of these were slaughtered for issue (by authority).
year
;

A

;

;

A

ago there were 1,365 head on hand. Chief herder Me Andrews is now making a
complete roundup, the result of which I will be able to report soon. He advised
me that the cattle are in prime condition.
No missionary or evangelical work has ever been attempted on this agency,
nor could I say that the field is a promising on3 but venture the hope that our
new school may bs given a distinctively Christian character.
;

Population.

Males
Females
Total

_.

_
_

._

_

520
514

1,034
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1,
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_

Females..

Very

487

respectfully,

001
33
2

310
172
138

ROBERT WAUGH,

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

U. S. Indian Agent.

EEPOETS OF AGENTS IN WASHINGTON.
REPORT OF COLVILLE AGENCY.
COLVILLE INDIAN AGENCY, WASH., August 26, 1892.
SIR In compliance with instructions contained in circular letter from the
honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of June 23, 1892, I have
the honor to submit herewith my fourth annual report in reference to the affairs
pertaining to this agency.
The Indians connected with this agency and living on the Colville, Spokane,
and Cceur d'Alene reservations are composed of the following tribes or bands
Coeur d'Alenes, Lower Spokanes, Lakes, Colvilles, Okanagans, Columbias,
Joseph's Band of Nez Perces, Nespilems, and the San Puells. The Calispels and
Upper Spokanes are under the charge of this agency, although they do not at
present live on any reservation. The following table gives the number of Indians by tribes attached to the agency
:

:

:

Name

of tribe.
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and an excellent supply of clothing. They are very fond of gambling',
playing cards being tbe principal game. I have talked to them quite often relative to this matter, and they promise they will quit but when I am absent they
.will commence again.
There are only a few Indians who lounge around and do nothing but most of
.them depend upon their own efforts for a living, and are engaged in cultivating
the soil, raising* stock, or performing some kind of labor. I am proud to say
these Indians are steadily moving forward in the paths of civilized life, and but
a few years will elapse until they will be in a self-supporting condition and entirely free from the help of the Government.
The Indians hauled 109,567 pounds of freight for this agency durFreighting.
ing the past year, and received therefor the sum of $743.25. It is to be regretted
that the Government freight is not received until late in the season, for then it
is impossible to get the Indians with their small teams to undertake to transport freight from Wilbur, Wash., the nearest railroad station, to the Tonasket
school, which is a distance of over 100 miles overa rough, hilly, and mountainous road. The Indians are anxious to deliver all the freight consigned t ) this
agency, and they would be able to do so, provided the freight was received at
the railroad station before the rainy season set in.
The treaty or agreement which was made with the Indians residing
Treaty.
on the Colville Reservation in June, 1891, has been ratified, or the modified
agreement has. The original agreement made with the Indians was nothing
more than a farce for when it was modified by the delegation in Congress from
this State the Indians were ignored. The Government evidently thought the
Indians had some right to the Colville Reservation when the Commission was
appointed to treat with them but after the Commission had concluded its labors
and when the agreement had been placed before Congress for final action, then
the question came up as to whether the Indians had a legal right to the reservation or not. The action taken by Congress in ratifying something in which the
Indians had not been given an opportunity to be heard would plainly indicate
that they had nothing to say as to the disposition to be made of the Colville Reservation, and that the work of the Commission was labor and money thrown
suits

1

;

;

;

:

away.

The action on the part of Congress has in no way increased the confidence of
the Indians in the Government, but has, on the other hand, had a tendency to
lessen it. I was instructed to accompany the Commissioners and assist them in
making an agreement looking to the cession of a part of their reservation, and
did so but I can not see wherein I distinguished myself with the Indians, or
gained their confidencs, only at the time negotiations were being made. They
asked me what I thought of the agreement, and I told them in my judgment it
was a fair one, and that I thought they were realizing a fair price for the land
they were about to sell to the Government. They tell me now that they have
been informed that a new agreement has been made, and that their wishes wennot consulted in the matter. They are not pleased at the way they have been
treated. These Indians evidently have some voice in the Colville Reservation,
or else they have none. I regret exceedingly at having taken any part in the
late agreement made with these Indians, for by doing so I have gi;en them an
opportunity to censure me. I have at all times been honest with the Indians,
and have never given them an opportunity to doubt my word except in this
agreement. They have at all times put implicit confidence in what Washington, the great father, has had to say to them, but they seem to think
something is wrong with the agreement, and many have expressed their regrets at having signed it. They look upon their having signed the agreement
as being binding on their part, and therefore can not see how it could be broken
or changed without the consent of both parties.
Much annoyance and extra work has been thrust upon me and my
Trespassers.
employes on account of white people entering the ceded portion of the Colville
Reservation before it is open to white settlement, and making locations thereon.
This has had a tendency to cause the Indians much uneasiness and some of the
Indians living on the ceded portion of the reservation have put in much time
in traveling back arid forth to the agency to ascertain the exact status of affairs.
Many of those who entered the reservation as boomers knew they had no legal
right to do so, and that the Indians were suspicious of their actions and trouble
and bloodshed might ensue.
Whisky drinking. There is a low order of white people to be found near the
reservation under this agency, who clandestinely supply the Indians with intoxicating drinks, for which they are well paid. The Indians very rarely give
;

;
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information which will lead to the arrest of the party or parties furnishing them
these intoxicants. When questioned as to where or from whom they purchased
the liquor, they will usually say they do not know who the white man was. I
havvs had to punish a number by confining them in the agency jail before they
would inform on the guilty parties.
The law does not seem adequate to the proper punishment of these criminals.
Many are sentenced to pay a small fine, which they can easily do, and then return and follow their old trade. It is quite a difficult matter to convict on Indian evidence, and it does seem that when a conviction is had they should receive at least a term in State's prison. The whisky traffic among these Indians
has given me much trouble and will continue so long as the offenders are dismissed with a benediction. If the law-abiding citizens would lend a helping
hand in assisting in the suppression of this illicit traffic it would only be a short
time until it could be checked and in a manner stamped out of existence. Parties living in British Columbia and adjoining the Col ville Reservation have furnished the Indians a great deal of whisky until recently, when, by cooperating
with the British authorities, the whisky'traffic is now on the decline.
Crimes.
There hava been two Indian murders committed on the Colville Reservation and among the Okanagan tribe of Indians during the past year. Intoxication was supposed to have been the cause.
Indian soldiers.
On September 4, 1891, I left the agency on a tour of inspection
through the Colville Reservation, and was accompanied on the trip, which covered a period of twelve days, by Capt. J. M. Lee, of the U. S. Army, and also
Robert Plett, the agency intsrpreter. Capt. Lee was visiting the different tribes
of Indians connected with this agency for the purpose, if possible, of inducing
them to form a company of Indian soldiers to be stationed at Fort Spokane,
Wash. I found Capt. Lee to be a most excellent gentleman and particularly
well postsd on Indian affairs, he having had many years' experience with them.
At every meeting held with the Indians he gave them good advice and encouraged them to adopt the white man's ways. He succeeded in getting them interested in the matter of enlistment, and the Lower Spokanes were the first to furnish some recruits. The company could, I am satisfied, have been filled had Capt.
Lee not been crowded for time. The number enlisted up to date is 16.
At first I thought it would be of great good to these Indians: but I am free to
confess that I have not a very exalted opinion of Indian soldiers after having
seen what I have during the past ten months. They have been permitted to
enjoy the unrestricted freedom of the post cante.n the same as the white soldiers and the consequences are they have squandered every dollar of their salary, are in debt, and are fast becoming addicted to a life of drunkenness. The
Spokane Reservation and the military reservation at Fort Spokane are divided
by the Spokane River. The Indians on the reservation call my attention frequently to the way the Indian soldiers drink, and ask why they are permitted to
drink whisky and are not punished while the reservation Indians are. I am of
the opinion it would be a wise plan on the part of the Government to disband
the Indian company, for they certainly will do no good for themselves, and
much harm to the reservation Indians.
Per capita payment. During the month of last April, assisted by United States
Indian Inspector Robert S. Gardner, nearly $500,000 was paid per capita to the
Coeur d'Alene tribe of Indians, arising from the agreement made with these Indians in September, 1889, ratified by an act of Congress on March 3, 1891, by
which they sold to the Government about 240,000 acres of their reservation. As
a rule these Indians expended their money judiciously. The first act performed
by them after receiving their money was to pay their debts, after which they
purchased a number of good draft and saddle horses, farm wagons, spring
wagons, buggies, and all kinds of farming implements. Many of these Indians
made time deposits covering a period of from six months to one year, at the rate
of (5 per cent per annum, in the banks of Farmington, Tekoa, and Rockford,
Wash. A few of the young men squandered their money, however, in drinking
whisky, gambling, and riotous living. Taking these Indians as a tribe, 1 am
satisfied they have taken as good care of their money as a like number of whites.
Education.
There are 5 boarding schools under this agency, 4 of which are
operated and managed by the Jesuit Fathers and Sisters of Charity, and are
under contract with the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the superintsndents of these schools. Two of these schools are located at De Smet
Mission, Coeur d'Alene Reservation, Idaho, and 2 at the Colville Mission, in the
State of Washington.
The schools at De Smet Mission are restricted to 70 pupils, at a cost to the
;
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of $108 per capita per annum.
The average attendance during the
school year just closed was 70. The progress made by the scholars in these
schools for the past year has baen very satisfactory. The Fathers furnish the
boys every possible facility for acquiring a practical education in the schoolroom, the workshops, and also in the proper management and care of the school
visit to and inspection of the school conducted by the Sisters of Charfarm.
ity would convince the most skeptical that they understand their business thoroughly, and know how to conduct the affairs of the school in a satisfactory manner. They devote every care and attention to the welfare and training of the
pupils. Everything about the school is kept neat and clean. In fact it would
be a difficult matter to visit the several rooms and departments connected with
this school and observe any thing disorderly. The pupils have improved greatly
in their studies during the past year. The Sisters teach them music, and in
this connection I wish to add that many of the full-blood Indian girls can sing
and play as well as their white sisters. They also teach therti all kinds of fancy
work, such as knitting, crocheting, and embroidering. The girls are also taught
the art of cooking, butter-making, gardening, and the care of flowers, and in
fact they are taught all the household duties that it is necessary for a woman to

Government

A

know.

The same number of pupils (70), the same per capita, and the same daily average attendance exists at the Colville Mission as at the Coeur d' A lone ReservaThese schools are in a prosperous condition, and the pupils show signs of
tion.
great improvement. The exhibition given at the close of the schools by the
pupils was well attended, and reflected great credit on the teachers as well as
the pupils. The schools at the Colville and De Smet missions have ample facilities for the accommodation of a larger number of pupils than are now allowed
them. These schools reflect great credit on the Fathers and Sisters, and they
are deserving of much praise.
The Tonasket school is poorly located, there being no available land for a
school farm. The supply of water in certain seasons of the year is almost totally
unfit for use. The average attendance of pupils at this school during the past
school year was 63. The scholars made very good progress in their studies.
This is the only school operated by the Government under this agency. Taking
fairly
everything into consideration, the Tonaskst boarding school has done
* * *
well, although there were many obstacles in the way of its success.
farm
is
suitable
land
for
a
school
for
this
school
of
The lack
very discouraging,
and is a serious drawback to the prosperity and welfare of the school. It is
its agricultural
that
school
was
not
selected
for
the
Tonasket
plain to be seen
advantages. Potatoes and other vegetables could be raised if the school was
provided with a school farm which would have a tendency to curtail the expenses in operating and maintaining the school, and would also add to the variety
and quality of food furnished the pupils. The lack of a school farm is also materially felt in the instruction of the boys in manual labor, and in the proper use
and care of agricultural implements.
This school ought to be made a bonded school, owing to the great distance it
It is impossible
is located from the agency, it being between l40and 150 miles.
for me to give it the attention which it so badly needs, owing to the great distance and the many other duties which I am called on to perform. It is asking
too much of an agent to assume the responsibility under his official bond for the
proper care of the Government property at that place, when he is unable to look
after and visit the school to exceed six or eight times a year. I hope the time
will soon come when better educational facilities will be afforded this agency,
and every Indian child of school age placed in school.
The abandonment of the military post at Fort Spokane for school purposes
would be a move in the right direction. When Indians like the Lower Spokanes
and others are willing and anxious to send their children to school, they should
be encouraged, and the necessary facilities furnished them for the education of
their children. There are 485 children of school age under this agency, and
out of this number less than half have seen the inside of a school building during the past year. If they are wards of the Government the Government certainly ought to provide school facilities, and not permit them to grow up in
ignorance and vice.
There are two Indian missions furnished the Lower Spokane
Missionary work.
Indians by the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions. These Indians have two
very good church buildings on their reservation, and services are now held
every Sunday with a large average attendance. The missionary work on the
Colville aad Coeur d'Alene reservations is principally under the charge of the
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Catholic Church, and they are earnest and zealous in their labors, and are
making" steady progress among the Indians, whose confidence they have to a
marked degree.
A great change in the marriage relations of these people has taken
Marriages.
to put a stop to all Indians living
place in the last two years. I have endeavored
in adultery by punishment in the agency jail. Those who wish to live together
as man and wife either come to me to perform the marriage ceremony, or have
it performed by the church.
great many marriages have taken place since
thev have been permitted to come to the agency to be married. I think in time
adultery and bigamy will be a thing of the past among these Indians.
I am not prepared to say that a majority of the Indians under this
Allotments.
as-ency are ready to have their lands allotted to them in severalty, but many of
them are. The Lake and Okanagan tribes live on the ceded portion of the Colville Reservation, and they claim they are ready to have their lands allotted to
them, as they do not want to forfeit their old homes upon which they have lived
Before
so long, and where their friends and relatives have been laid to rest.
allotments can be made the reservation should be surveyed. Nearly all the
heads of families are occupying and cultivating separate tracts.
Traders.
Mr. P. A. Ellis is the only white trader conducting a store on the
Colville Reservation. There are one or two full blood Indians of the Coeur
d'Alene tribe who have small stores at their village at De Smet Mission, Idaho.
Their stock consists principally of groceries, canned goods, etc. Mr. Ellis
carries a very respectable stock of general merchandise, which he disposes of
to the Indians at reasonable rates.
This agency was visited last September by United States Special
Inspection
Indian Agent Parker, and by United States Indian Inspector B. H. Miller, during
the month of January.
Indian police.
Eighteen Indian police and two officers are now allowed this
agency. They exert an influence for good government among the Indians, and
perform the duties required of them in a very satisfactory manner. Nearly all
of the policemen have labored faithfully in keeping order among' the Indians,
and in running down and ejecting white prospectors and trespassers who have
come on the Colville Reservation without authority of law, and made locations
thereon. The difficulty is that the employes are not sufficiently remunerated for
the services they are expected to perform.
Court of Indian offenses.
This court is composed of the same judges as last year.
They have been faithful and very attentive to the discharge of their duties and
have never been absent on any regular court day. They take a deep interest in
all cases coming before the court for adjudication.
The judges are of great assistance to the agent in passing upon the numerous cases coming before the
court. Fifty-eight cases were tried by the judges during the past year, and I am
pleased to state that they have rendered very efficient service and their decisions have in almost all cases been fair and impartial. The following is a summary of the workings of the court during the past year

A

:

Causes.
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seemed they could and would not get along together in har-

mony.

Removal of the Upper Spokanes. The removal of the upper band of Spokane Indians to the Coeur d'Alene Reservation will, in all probability, take place in the
near future, as the agreement made with them in March, 1887, has been ratified
by Congress. This is a godsend to these poor degraded people, who have had
no houses, and have been hanging around the city of Spokane, leading lives of
shame and beggary.
Conclusion.
I wish to express my sincere thanks to the honorable Commissioner and to all the officers of the Department for their kind assistance and
strong support in all matters pertaining to the proper management of affairs at
this agency.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HAL.

J.

COLE,

Indian Agent.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

REPORT OF PHYSICIAN AT COLVILLE AGENCY.
NESPELIM, Colville Reservation, Wash., July 15, 1892.
SIR: I hare the honor to present you herewith an annual report for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1892. At the beginning of this report I can think of no better subject than to describe
in a few brief words the country and the different tribes of Indians I am expected to look after
and treat.
My office is located in the beautiful valley of Nespelim. and the territory directly under rny
charge extends from the mouth of the Okanogan River at the southwest corner of the reservation, along the Columbia River to the mouth of the Sanpuell, a distance of about 70 miles, and
from the Columbia back into the interior from 20 to 30 miles. In this territory there reside 800
or 900 people, consisting of a few of the Okanagan tribe, Joseph's band of Nez Percys, Moses'
band of Columbias, the Nespelim and Sanpuell tribes. Indirectly, and subject to the call of
the people and order of the agent, my territory extends from the south of the Sanpuell River
up the Columbia River to the British line, a distance of 150 miles, and as much as 50 miles into
the interior. This country is occupied below the Kettle River by the Colville tribe, and above
the Kettle River to the British line by the Lake tribe, numbering 600 or 700. Besides all this
vast territory, I have indirectly under my charge the entire Spokane Reservation, occupied by
the Lower Spokanes, numbering 400 or more. In all I have between 800 and 2,000 people to look
after, who are scattered over a distance of 300 miles.
I have no complaints to make. I
ready and willing at all times to respond to the calls of
the Indians, and I feel sure you will support me, when I state that I have done all within
not doing
power to alleviate the suffering of these poor people. Yet I feel and know that I
them justice. Should I spend
entire time in ridinsr over this vast territory, I coul d not possibly make more than seven or eight trips during the year. This would reqxiire at least four

am

am

my

my

good horses, two saddle horses, and two pack horses and the actual necessary traveling expenses would amount to at least one-half the pay of a physician.
I have written the above to show in a brief manner the great need of at least one more physician to look after these people. There are buildings already erected at the agency headquarters
for a physician, and after deducting the necessary traveling expenses of one physician, the additional expense to the Government would be but a trifle.
The moral and sanitary condition of the different tribes. The few of the Okanagans located on the
Okanagan River near its mouth, who come directly under my charge, are well advanced in civilization. They are mostly all Catholics, and are very much devoted to their religion. Their moral
condition is good and their sanitary condition is also good. They are willing at all times to
take the advice of the physician, and try to follow his directions. They mostly have good log
houses and seem to take pride in keeping them neat and clean. They all wear citizens' clothes,
and the males all have short hair. They take quite an interest in the school, and their little
ones, as a rule, are very polite.
The Nespelims are mostly located in the Nespelim Valley and sin-rounding mountains. They
are a peculiar class of Indians, having a religion of their own. They, as a rule, will receive no
aid from the Government. They are very industrious, living in fairly good houses and their
moral and sanitary condition is good. Yet they are hard 10 become acquainted with Still,
with kind treatment and patience, I am happy to be able to state that I have succeeded in gaining their confidence, and now they are all my friends. To use their own language, I am their
"tillicum.' which means the same as brother. One case connected with these people, which
has been one of great interest to me and by means of which I have gained their gratitude and
;

;

?

confidence, I will relate:
Quil-quil-toch-in, a few years since, while hunting deer in the mountains, was pierced in
the right eye by a sharp thorn, from which he suffered greatly, and finally lost the eye entirely.
Last August, while he was again hunting deer, he was pierced in his left eye by a thorn. While
on one of my trips through the mountains I came Tipon a small tent. I stopped and entering
found this man suffering the most intense agony. He related the circumstances to me. I examined the eye carefully, finding it in a terrible condition. The eye had the appearance of a
mass of blood. He could see nothing, and was very despondent, saying he would much rather
die than lose his sight. I wanted to take him home with me, promising to do all I could for
him. But no, he said he had no money to pay me. I went to his friends and talked two days
with him and them, but it was always the same answer. He could not pay for the services
rendered. I tried all means of persuasion I could think of, even threatening to arrest him, but
to

no

Finally I promised to xise my own medicine, and persuaded him he could pay me
got well by actine: as guide in the mountains, which would be the same to me as
Finally he consented to this. I took him to my office, where for two weeks I watched

avail.

when he
money.

